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Import of copper wire rods from Sri Lanka 

*537. SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to the growth of export 

of copper wire rods into India from Sri Lanka; 

(b) the details of import of copper wire rods since 1995-96, year-wise and 

country-wise; 

(c) whether it is a fact that while custom duty of 25 per cent is leviable 

on import of copper wire rods from other countries, only 2 per cent duty is 

levied on import from Sri Lanka; and 

(d) the rationale behind levy of preferential duty on import of copper wire 

rods although Sri Lanka is known to have no copper mines or smelter? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI ARUN 

JAITLEY):(a)Yes,Sir. 

(b) The details of import of copper rods and copper wire are given in 

Statement-I and Statement-11 respectively. (See below) 

(c) The basic customs duty on import of copper wire and copper rods from 

other countries is 25%. The import of these products was permitted at a 

preferential duty of 2.5% from Sri Lanka under the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade 

Agreement (ISLFTA) till 17th March, 2003. However, with effect from 18th 

March, 2003, these products are being permitted duty free from Sri Lanka. 

(d) The import of copper wire and rods from Sri Lanka is to be allowed at 

preferential duty only subject to fulfillment of the Rules of Origin prescribed 

under the ISLFTA which specify that domestic value addition requirement shall 

be 35% and that the goods must undergo transformation at 4-digit harmonized 

system of Tariff Classification. 
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Statement-I 

India's Import of COPPER BARS, RODS and PROFILES (7407) 

(Value in Rs. lakhs) 

Country Name 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Argentina     14.76   

Australia 774221 6951.76 676.87 613.56 1306.01 1316.87 2624.04 

Austria  164.24    153.55 0.24 

Belgium 67281 768.31 187.40 21.36 58.68 66.75 72.82 

Brazil 40.87   16.52 0.56 0.00  

Bulgaria 684.58  40.55 50.93 16.67   

Canada 104.33  93.77   74.71  

Chile  4188.44      

Chinese Taipei 10.71 19.39 16.19 20.83 1.31 36.05 3.48 

China P Rp 3.74 9.09 320.59 50.10 50.10 20.63 228.84 

Congo P Rep    7.48    

Czech Republic  86.59      

Denmark 25.18 2.43      

Dominic Rep.      47.28  

Finland 39.81 169.21 34.04 59.50 96.55 13.24 28.81 

France 32.51 39.73 260.51 212.35 70.25 35.55 157.99 

German F Rep 202.44 1026.95 4640.43 1115.31 756.95 408.28 408.85 

Hong Kong 119.40 19.22 1.15 23.09 17.06 43.98  

Hungary  19.22 26.76 9.17    

Indonesia 627.73 21.20  34.78 28.20   

Iran      38.20 16.33 

Ireland    1.03    

Israel  16.58 0.04    0.10 

Italy 0.12  19.45 19.02 19.44 63.40 10.05 

Japan 1707.98 6049.79 2609.12 1143.30 169.45 22.71 12.41 

Kenya 12.29       

Korea Dp Rp 699.72 46.03 11.31 82.63  194.45  

Korea Rp 11157.24 7354.8310799.64 9808.47 6432.50 4113.71 3192.40 

Lativa   31.75     

Malaysia 330.41 39.51 56.11 252.24 281.88 176.65 380.61 

Maldives       6.18 

Mexico   9.83     
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Nepal     173.13 30.54  

Netherland 7.91 86.80 108.42 30.22 9.17 6.67 4.88 

New Zealand 23.49  50.39    2.98 

Nigeria   14.50     

Norway     0.26 0.13  

Oman    77.23    

Pakistan  18.02  7.07   5.93 

Peru     15.51  18.34 

Philippines      34.97  

Poland 22.21       

Portugal       0.33 

Qatar   18.27     

Romania  165.38   386.69 64.58 384.71 

Russia 407.27 695.33 406.12 17.07 32.82 118.24  

Saudi Arab 7336.92 2099.49 1127.98 2299.16 528.32 275.79 446.36 

Yugoslavia Rp  142.51      

Singapore 598.90 59.82 190.42 16.47 45.00 191.50 38.45 

South Africa 65.13 335.42 302.55 266.27 143.18  35.90 

Spain    46.92    

Sri Lanka 0.71      302.48 

Sudan    16.32    

Swaziland   17.48   4.05  

Sweden 10.92 101.48 230.05 33.21 10.70 13.42 14.73 

Switzerland 139.28 132.16 204.51 166.15 178.32 81.91 158.13 

Tanzania Rep 45.34  72.24     

Thailand  8.03 330.51 107.65  1.30 250.78 

Turkey 34.59 756.51 58.17 98.76  38.24 37.74 

U Arab Emts 212.82 259.23 279.23 171.28 210.60 222.23 58.13 

UK 4404.92 2657.33 1614.22 1070.68 718.79 433.09 790.11 

Ukraine      20.67  

USA 316.00 310.76 133.27 153.29 439.22 170.75 157.27 

Vietnam Soc Rep      29.84 

Yemen Republic   4.78     

Zaire Rep 8.46 228.45 203.30     

Zambia 2302.47 3676.77 2369.18 982.93 301.73 92.59  

Unspecified      0.08  

TOTAL: 40151.42 38707.36 27563.56 19129.94 12523.00 8536.76 9880.2
2 
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Statement-ll 

India's Imports of COPPER WIRE (7408) 

(Value in Rs. lakhs)  

Country Name 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-
02 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Australia 2197.81 1641.86 168.96 953.98 341.28 380.58 1429.98 

Austria 8.69 83.15 0.01  16.44 4.48 6.47 

Bangladesh       173.18 

Belgium 1061.08 1781.03 1608.88 61.77 244.92 9.59 2.19 

Brazil    0.29 0.32 0.29  

Bulgaria 100.48  16.66     

Canada 22.78 1.61  0.26 1.11 5.32  

Chinese Taipei 261.11 177.45 141.54 228.98 234.70 244.70 267.54 

China P Rp 42.06 75.54 100.05 58.94 66.10 116.63 134.80 

Czech Republic    0.05    

Denmark   0.23 1.50    

Finland 9.80  1.09 22.69 16.36 3.22 2.11 

France 4.87 48.38 318.62 1.58 17.31 6.51 38.00 

German F Rep 21240 213.60 673.58 437.50 827.27 302.87 290.97 

Greece      29.21 43.29 

Hong Kong 201.77 20.53 12.03 5.14 5.92 7.02 18.49 

Hungary    32.08  22.23  

Indonesia 123.28   28.62 45.47  1.82 

Ireland   2.61 11.44   1.47 

Israel    2.86    

Italy 14.74 16.01 43.62 39.79 71.80 18.59 43.63 

Japan 134.4^ 242.37 71.65 164.99 120.18 217.53 428.11 

Kazakhstan  29.88      

Korea Dp Rp 211.63 177.21 23.82    27.02 

Korea Rp 1715.15 4300.41 3164.20 1349.15 4043.09 2064.60 961.19 

Kuwait   11.05 11.93    

Malaysia 690.76 117.30 190.61 347.02 222.86 1054.02 832.26 

Nepal   1.80 94.13 1077.98 8304.52 20769.01 

Netherland 72.94 21.37 64.75 77.58 59.03 52.91 175.81 

Oman   69.11 43.77    

Pakistan     0.03   
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Peru     16.65  562.83 

Philippines  12.21     12.44 

Poland   0.51 3.66   0.50 

Portugal   0.90 9.15  0.33  

Qatar    9.18    

Romania     25.46 191.92 18.39 

Russia  320.16 250.62  18.30 108.51  

Saudi Arab 905.12 401.88 234.33 657.78  20.12  

Singapore 215.06 72.29 81.49 53.24 38.33 124.95 50.25 

Slovenia      16.86 0.20 

South Africa 21.77 288.98 168.95 48.62 45.86   

Spain    0.73   1.34 

Sri Lanka 0.50  0.38   10.33 66.47 

Sweden   0.33 5.21 34.20 1.39 131.62 

Switzerland 47.75 9.40 45.76 88.36 136.76 714.75 1118.34 

Tanzania Rep   18.97     

Thailand 9.47 19.76 18.85 88.48 12.50 33.38 29.63 

Turkey  91.05  187.17 40.32 92.96 69.77 

U Arab Emts 14.38 20.99 86.70 94.47  15.62  

UK 1391.72 890.55 460.54 231.62 694.63 66.41 102.60 

USA 202.48 . 286.45 523.26 216.33 157.55 173.48 126.56 

Zaire Rep 9.61  99.33     

Zambia 198.19 1451.40 755.78 968.91 291.77   

Unspecified       19.20 

TOTAL: 10101.85 12812.80   9431.55   6638.95   8924.52 14415.84 27957.47 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir, I would like to say that the Indo-Sri 

Lankan Free Trade Agreement is a good agreement. It is in the interests of both 

the countries. The idea is to have SAFTA—South Asian Free Trade 

Agreement—for all the countries of South Asia. Therefore, I would like to know 

from the hon. Minister whether he intends to have a similar Free Trade 

Agreement with other countries of South Asia. If so, which are those countries? 

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Sir, we would—in the region—be in favour of 

several agreements of this kind. In fact, the Prime Minister had gone record to 

say that even for the ASEAN region, we are in favour of free trade 

agreements, but the sensitivities of all the corresponding nations are to be 

examined, and since it is a bilateral process, talks at repeated levels on these 

subjects are on with those countries. 
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Development of small ports 

*538.   PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM:† 

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU: 

Will the Minister of SKIPPING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have formulated a blue print to develop small ports in the entire 

Indian Peninsula to promote coasta! shipping; 

† The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Prof. M  
Sankaraiingam. 
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