[1 August, 2002] RAJYA SABHA

{d) if so, what is the estimate of the loss in terms of business and
finance that could have generated by the Communication department due
to Centre's decision?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNQOLOGY
(SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN): (a) to (d) The STD/ISD service on
PCO booths in 12 districts of Jammu and Kashmir and Intermnet service in
Jammu and Kashmir State were suspended in the month of December,
2001/January, 2002 in view of security considerations. Government had
been keeping a watch on the situation and a considered decision was
taken in May, 2002 to restore these facilities keeping in view the totality
of circumstances.

STD/ISD facility was withdrawn only from private PCOs working
under franchise scheme. However, STD/ISD facility was available to
customers on house/office telephones. There was hard|y any loss to BSNL
due to withdrawl of STD/ISD facility.

The Internet service are pre-paid account services. No separate
hills are issued to users, The loss on this account cannot be quantified
because the calls come in the category of local calls.

Ultra modern development centres

1643. SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to
state:

(a) whether government intends to set up ultra modem development
centres in the country to exploit development of Software by hiring the
software engineers who returned from US;

(b} If so, the steps being taken by the Government thereon;

(c) whether Government propose to invite proposals for the same;
and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SANJAY
PASWAN): (a) and (c) No, Sir.

{b) and (d) Do not arise.
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