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The motion was adopted.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Now, we will

take up the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2002.

THE MEDICAL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL,

2002.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI A.RAJA): Sir, | beg to move:

"That the Bill to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act,
1971, be taken into consideration".

Sir, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 was enacted by
Parliament in 1971, which legalised the termination of pregnancy on broad
socio-medical grounds. The aim of the Act was to eliminate illegal abortions
by untrained persons, in unhygienic conditions, and thereby reduce maternal
morbidity and mortality.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 and the Rules and
Regulations of 1975 thereunder, specify the circumstances in which, and the
places where, the termination of pregnancy can be conducted; the
qualifications, experience and training of the personnel who can conduct
medical termination of pregnancy (MTP); the conditions for approving places,
and recording and reporting procedures, etc., in regard to MTP.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act is now almost three
decades old. It gives primacy to rights of women. Some of its provisions now
need to be reviewed, both in the context of significant changes in the socio-
economic scenario and the development of medical technology and services.
It has, therefore, become necessary to regulate legal abortions in a more
effective manner.

In June, 1997 the Government of India reviewed the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 to make it more relevant to the present
environment. The National Commission for Women also suggested certain
amendments to the Act, with a view to removing provisions discriminatory to
women.
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These suggestions and reviews were considered by an Expert Group
constituted under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Family Welfare. On the
basis of some of the recommendations of the National Commission for
Women and the experience gained in the implementation of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, the Expert Group suggested that certain
amendments to the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 have
become necessary.

The Indian Lunacy Act has been replaced by the Mental Health Act,
1987. Definition of "lunatic" as provided under the Mental Health Act, 1987, is,
"mentally ill person". The expression "lunatic" appearing in clause (b) of
section 2 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971, therefore,
needs to be brought in line with the existing law.

The existing provision of section 4 provides that no termination of
pregnancy shall be made in accordance with this Act at any place other than:
(a) a hospital established or maintained by the Government; or (b) a place for
the time being approved for the purpose of this Act by Government.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, (SHRI RAMA SHANKER KAUSHIK), in the Chair]

Centralising the powers to approve places as MTP centres at the
State level has resulted in inordinate delay in dealing with the applications for
recognising MTP centres, which discouraged even the well-equipped centres
to seek a legal status. With a view to delegating such powers from the State to
the district level, thereby simplifying and liberalising conditions for sanctioning
MTP facilities in the State, it has been proposed that powers for granting
approval may be delegated to the Government-constituted district-level
committees headed by the Chief Medical Officer/District Health Officer, which
will comprise 3-5 members including the district gynaecologist/surgeon and
other members drawn from the medical profession, non-Governmental
organisations and Panchayati Raj institutions.

Although abortions were made legal in 1971, actually, illegal
abortions still outnumber legal abortions by a large margin. It is estimated that
more than one lakh women die every year due to complications of unsafe
abortions. One of the weaknesses of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy
Act, 1971 is that it does not prescribe specific punishments for abortion
conducted illegally by unqualified persons in hospitals and clinics not
conforming to the approved specifications and by persons not authorised to
perform abortions. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act,
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1971 only reiterates that all the offences under the Act are punishable under
the appropriate provisions of the Indian Penal Code. Relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code prescribe punishment for various offences connected with
the performance of abortion. However, these sections contain certain clauses
which would enable the person committing illegal abortions to escape
punishment. The penal provisions of the IPC are, therefore, not adequate in
the present situation.

It has, therefore, been proposed to amend sub-section (2) of section
5 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 to prescribe punishment
for clinics, which are not authorised to conduct abortions, and the persons,
who are not registered medical practitioners. The proposal is to make owners
of clinics which are not approved as MTP centres, if such unrecognised
institutions are not Government hospitals, punishable by rigorous
imprisonment of not less than two years which may extend to a maximum of
seven years, and termination of pregnancy by a person, who is not a
registered medical practitioner with experience or training in MTP techniques,
punishable by rigorous imprisonment of not less than 2 years which may
extend up to 7 years.

For these reasons, a proposal is mooted to amend sections 2, 4 and
5 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971.

Therefore, Sir. | commend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Bill, 2002 for the consideration of the House.

The question was proposed.
JuauTEAe (St 1 B BIRIH) : IR IR a¥T1 $10 €1 0 GARTHI Vg |

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | support this
Bill. The total essence of the Bill is definitely very important. It is in the interest
of the lives of innocent people who take treatment for medical termination of
pregnancy. Here | would like to make certain observations. | would request
the Minister to bear them in mind. On the one hand, we have to control the
population of our country. Keeping this thing in mind and for giving legal
permissibility to medical termination of pregnancy, the Government has come
forward with this Bill. Through this Bill you are asking the people to get
treatment from only certified practitioners and good nursing homes which have
all facilities. That is very good. If anybody gives
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treatment without proper licence or without proper medical certificate, for him
you have proposed rigorous punishment. It is very good. But my suggestion is
that you should not be too rigid. We all know that in our country there are no
hospitals in a number of villages. The people have to go to cities for medical
termination of pregnancy. When the poor people cannot afford to go to big
hospitals which charge much more money, and when the Government
hospitals are far away from the villages, what will the poor people do? What
solution are you going to provide? The Government has to make much more
efforts to provide qualified doctors and all other facilities to small hospitals in
remote villages. Once you provide qualified doctors in hospitals with all
facilities, still if somebody misuses the power and gives the treatment, then he
should be punished. If there is no hospital and there are no facilities, what is
the proposal of the Government? The Bill is silent on this issue. This point has
to be borne in mind. Since it will take some more time and if the Government
is really serious to implement it and really wants to provide more hospitals and
more doctors in remote villages, till you provide these facilities, you have to be
a little lenient. Normally, doctors can get a certificate from the district level
Chief Medical Officer. He should be permitted to give this treatment.
Otherwise, if you simply depend on only legitimate hospitals and on the district
level Committees having five persons or three persons, theoretically, that is
good, but practically, it is not possible. You have to think over it. How far will it
be possible and how far will you be able to help the poor people of the
country? This point has to be borne in mind. Your proposal of implementing
the provision of rigorous punishment to the people who misuse it and also the
message you want to give to the people in this country that no doctor should
misuse the power and give treatment to the women without having a legal
certificate and without having proper qualification, are very good. At the same
time, you have to bear this point in mind.

Sir, in this connection, apart from the suggestions that | have made, |
would also like to propose certain amendments which would make things
more effective and more practical. At page 2, in lines 10 and 11, for the words
not less than three and not more than five members including the
Chairperson’, | would like that the words 'three members including the
Chairperson' be substituted. My idea is that when you want to have a
Committee which would authorise the doctors who can do the operations and
who can give the treatment, instead of having five members, if there are three
members in the Committee, then, it will be easy for three persons to spare
more time and, perhaps, they will be able to take quicker action. The
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second amendment which | propose is that at page 2 in line 12, the
following lines be inserted: "A nursing home run by a reputed medical
practitioner, who have all facilities and instruments, and recognised by the
Chief Medical Officer or the District Block Officer." This way, for the time
being, you can allow doctors having a nursing home with all facilities and
having a certificate from the Chief Medical Officer. Otherwise, it would be
very difficult if, every time, a Committee has to be formed in every district and
the members have to meet and authorise a particular place or a hospital
where this facility can be extended. In this way, there will be delay and the
women may not even get the opportunity in time to go in for medical
termination of pregnancy. Therefore, this amendment is very important. You
have to take a lenient view and allow those hospitals which have the full
infrastructure so that this law can be implemented more effectively and more
practically. My last amendment pertains to clause 5. In lines 19,23,26 and 27,
the words 'not less than two years but which extend to seven years' should
be changed -- | feel that one year period will be sufficient - to 'not less than
one year but which may extend to five years'.

In conclusion, while supporting the Bill, | would like to say that while
it is a welcome thing that you are coming forward to give more safety to
women, at the same time, you have to bear in mind as to what extent you will
be able to provide infrastructure facilities in Government hospitals all over
the country in such a way that no woman suffers. Each time, it is not
practically possible that they should wait for a committee to be formed with
three members or five members and for the authorisation to be given.
Therefore, taking a lenient view, if you take a practical approach and accept
my amendments, it will be effective. Sir, | once again support the Bill and
would like to thank the hon. Minister for bringing in this Bill.

Sl Afa AR (YOIRT) . gRAIE SUHIEIE He IS, AU g9 59
et R e a1 R wer b | #3 #eley Sl us fadue o) 3y & § Swedt gof
WY 4 gHLT Pl § | 1 a1 Fafeaia wHs sifafrm, 1971 gR1 s arfafm @
der <er # R meiura & fafafia s w1 oE.Ad. fad 2002 F B W wU 9
BB T & BTeAi(S AfEerall & YR THuTa Aarsii § $3 q14¢ & | PO I@HD PRI
Hiftrat 39 TR ¥ | ArREIfe wiR o) Rren it # wfyernsit , exe fofa o arat
P gRI dege fbar ST A1fey, HRNfee helrd 3 agikik], PagRdl A i, gHHT
P IR TR THUTT a1 TG HRAT T 19T 6 SURT HIRIorT e § | 3rea
AT TR AP BT AT I G AT WA 8, ISR , =Yared Jagdl
TaaU e e JBTel # 7 X8 Us A1 IR 3 fafdhear aaie S
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M — S B, UTsde &3 & W URIER], IR WRER] W] a2l ATaol~1d &l &
A1 WEARMHS FILAT DI IGIAT ST dlfh AR HRIeTeh] Afed i Tur
HaT3i Pl ST HRAT TAT Haxol H Gl HRAT | THATT Harsi & foy Ae] I IR
HRAT, $9 a0 DI AR B & 7Y {5 577 AT BT 3guTer 81 81 & , FoTal a=n
I Tl TR IR STHT GESTHRUN HRAT I WA © | STGHIRI St , I8 Sl fdel A1
HAT S AR 2, § SHBT WA BT § | IR DY AGAIT DI BT 07 A T DR
TS & i1 goul 1 U1 2 | difdhd I8 fasw1 & iR I8 gRde W & fd sAr qor 4
SETAT AR B ol <dl & T BT B, R W S A Afgersi 31 aare doil 4 9T
eI S | 9D B8 A 4 US Aled al geg fe19e Ud IR SUell & HRY 81 81 8 | ASHI-
ST 8 | FF 1981 BT STIUFT H 9T TR fh WRA B Pt AR H UH TR Hui &
qonrael § it 934 5ot ot 3iR 1991 7 S SRIOMAT &t 78, S9H o3 @) e U
BOIR JHUI & JhIael § TChHR 927 I8 TS | S ATATID PRIl 961 B AMefapT UaT
B & | | 2001 &) STHIVET & 3Tl $I I F Udl Ferdl § & 7o 89k gosi &
qPpael H (&1 3 A7 933 TN B | UARIEIIRE] §RT {6y Uah o1exdd & Haifdd
R, fIER, ORI, ISTRAM, IS4, IR I e # dsfhal o dwer # & o
2 3R Aferel @1 fIE WAR) & AT WelT g T T |

IYAITEIS HRIGY, T qul & SR THUTT BT efiiTell B T 17 o1 a1 &%
TP IR W IS forar a1 o 6 mdura exargd ok Ui w0 of S8y | I8 96
R v 78 o MU By o v 1 iy et gt 718 ok 99 i | v A S
A BU X8 T | TS TP €T T TS & | 31 AFIIThT &) 91 el ¥al & | 7 g s
g5 AT safery @ ol ¥ Ry 6 udt et Jo % e e Rafy | & a9,
TP BIS 3T-3 I 781 B, 920 B FRATT 1 B, o IR & 5= 1 <y 81 X@T 2,
T SH ABIRBTE IS BIRET R |

SUGHIEIE Heed, SHBT YH1d 89N TS TR T80 g1 IS AR SHqHT TINT
TASPHI-STSD! Bl Tl URIET0T B & fog BT M fohar ST ST | SIRY A 379 3ATaah!
FaTT o o uiey & wieansll @1 Awn o3 81 W81 § 3R IqH] Y HRUT J§ A ATH]
A 2 | AEITHT H g9 <, Fh gRs 7 1984 H 40 R A AR 3R 74 4 U &
AT H 16 TR YUT T Y |

IYFHTEIE HeIed, I8 U 984 de! [q+AT © o 31d folTT 4 81 & BRI R TS bl
P 1T U7 81 XET 8 | USel P 38T AT8 8 &b rsfdhdl Bl U1 81 & a8 ART ART
ST T, WAfeh ST —<1 SHRI WIS o IRaDI DI 7, 3T ASihdl bl U1 8 F U5l
AR T 511 2, g8f R R I8 8 13 afeansll & e fa7 uiifed 3 skl el 2 |
H g8 el A [ SARI ASATY 3R GSTISAIST Ueh SR Fell W& & 1 Yo gen 1
Bl | H M &1 S1-<19 a1l U= A1 A | Qb A1 U8 © [ ARl $1 sy dlh
{ SUARN TE HR S § | S ARHRI SAA B

200




[16 July. 2002] RAJYA SABHA

I AfSASN DI D8 (37T ST & 1 31T q18R q_e107 HR1h 3718 b Yur 1 & A1 781 © |
cIfh ST UTgde STacd ©, 9 IORTS 78l § | 3111 984 STa] 6l H IS S S[acy © il
YUT BT BRI & | 31 BIB! THI0T (el &, H IT] ST 11 8, b aR H BB =Y 4o
H Y 317 ]8T &, W U Ry 1 8, ITH Sl 171 77 8, IqD] H i W Far1 are g |
T foliT IIET0T BT 3M1R AR BT, YUT URIEVT B ATl Bl Yiel AT DI P IR 50 BAR
S AP S A BT GEM 8 Sdb SAR F31 Heled 7 91T & b I A A1 TP ba
B I & | ART faaR € 1 39 ARE 31 a1l B 3R SIHSRI &1 ST a1y | e &1 e
T B dTel 51 DI GHH DIC B HehR | YoT TIE0 A & oIy IIRR DI FARTH
JH{T AT BT M PIC BT HedR | YOI TS AHAT ST IR Ieadd AT &
el R e & oy T AT 13T | 1 1 & a1 1 Yor u_ieror SIRY, Yol 81 6
ATl ¥ AR ST 1379 WR &1 YUT 8T R dTell DI g1 SATET ITAIRT 814 IR AT 3T
I YUT ET 9N B TEN ® ? oI I © 5 BRI IRE & Fae 7 79 3iR 1fd e <
BT | S AfAfT a9 RN TR &, S9 Sieid a8 <l 81 o 64 YR 9 a8 Ia! MR
PR T, T PR 8, AHARTH] HH I & , ST 37 09 q11 Bl QUf HY A AT 811
AT | HEIG, AT YOT RI&T0T 7 &1 Iofl 4 9 X&1 & | § 3301 St 9 Fen amsd g fb o
Afgemslt @ 2fth B 3 <=1 a8 & — 9 89 FEd ¢ {5 98 a1 gaR |fgm § 2
TR ST e -TaT_] & 2T A & | 3R ] TR 3 Yo7 URI&TT 8171 R8T MR 9811 !
TR A BT <rell Al Al T BT 2 HEled, $9H R Y 984 a7 o A gu R fhg A
I qEP] F-T PIC TE! AT 18l offh H IE Bl d1ed g (P g9 I8 I WE 7Y F
[T 3T B o &9 AR TS & 3ieR I i uew s o yor gt e Sfea § 2
ORI, B STaed B B B | ERAT 3R 6T HEA1 g o R aeenes weiv 2,
IThT MY IRER BRI TS | TR IR T2 Y R, 3-IRRES & 3R S 4 R
T A DI A Gl I 79 4 I8 91 Y 1P 31 9 Gt |11 et Favelt 2 1 9 91 ofR &
PHEAT A1EcH g P S0 GRT Uid & A ST 3179 AT o1 I8 & B “UNTel” AR F WAH W
“HRID BT A R 2Afh” 2ea IG@T WY , 39 Fag A H B ared] g (b $s IR 9841 S
A1 & 19 d Hi g9 dTel] Bl & A1 d AP WY A $9 U TR TE B 8 1 g TR
I FYIIS dTel I° IR-IR Bl 2 Bl dsdT 8l Uar s Ay | 3= fRufa 7 3 Aefias
Y 37 -TITRraT 81 S & 3R I8 a1 & fob SR TSl UaT 781 3Tl ol &1 8INTT | $ATerg
BT IR “YRT” TTea P AT TR ARG ©U F SR Ah k@ P a8 7 5l 81 18, T4
g H H FHET el § 5 w8 IR T Ry 7 981 Heeh feved 81 ol 2 ok 3 STaed &
U SR PET & DI G AR PRAMI 8 | SATY SHST YT I8 W 81 a1y fh
AR wY ¥ TR Afh” BT Add B8l ddb 8RN 2 GO, I81 Hal T & fd T4 faatfrap!
BT, S THTT BRI b [oQ AT 8l 8, 3R T Fiehal @I,
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S T4 & T & forg ST srga iR URRiervr & |y g fafdhedr @aar)
T8 &, T HOR HRIEN fafd fohar 5w S &1 98 3 &F &1 7 81 IR S a1 a9 d&
B FHI | G a1 2 78 S g oy ggt W HeeE $R)$ AN ©, I8 989 o
YR & | SiT 1 3ft 730 HEIey 3 9 {6 o Ueh aRg A etnetl Bl 59 |eie
PRI STHR T 1T | § 3] 7S 9 Uh g bR faeq el foh g Afgersii & forg
984 81 HeqUl f9a 8, ST ST UTe R MY | I HRargd] dl 37T B8N |
39 AR ST Y51 189 7 BT & b w1iat 7 i sreesd 78 8 8iR a8 R '
qretl AiReTRil ®1 39 YR &I SaI8aT < F Sflal & | 39 YHR A g1 BT YT HH 8 IET
2 iy )T e & 1% 93 9eiey 39 W9y d 9 hed SoT Al I8 [9d 9gd 3resl
3R F81 & o 95 &1 ST R9g 81T | 5781 2Teal o 1 § 3T g4aTe Bl g |

*SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice Chairman.
Sir, | rise to support this Bill. This is a very important Bill and the Government
has chosen the right time to introduce this Bill.

Sir, in our country, when a baby girl was born she was considered
goddess Lakshmi. Now the same girl child is considered a burden. It is really
a matter of concern that science which is developing at a fast pace for the
betterment of human life is misused to terminate the girl child right in the
womb. People are able to diagnose the sex of the child through sonography
and are indulging in terminating the girl child. The main reason for this is the
problem of dowry. It has become a burden to bring up the girl child, educate
people her and finally get here married by shelling out huge amount of dowry.
So, people think the best solution for this problem is to eliminate it before it
comes into the world. Another reason is our deep-rooted superstitions.

Sir, the Medical Terminations of Pregnancy Act. 1971 legalised
termination of pregnancy on various socio-medical grounds. The main aim of
this' Act is to eliminate abortions by untrained persons and in unhygienic
conditions. Now with some more amendments this Bill is introduced.

Our Country is introducing many schemes for population control.
They are even awarding individuals and spending lakhs of rupees on
advertisements. People of our country are not coming forward to utilize such
schemes but they are ready to terminate a girl child by any untrained doctor or
nurse in spite of several requests from the government. The only

* English translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu.
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solution to this problem is creating Social awareness. We have to create
awareness among the people especially those living in rural areas. They do
not know the dangers involved because of population explosion.

According to the censor report the male and female child ratio is as
follows: 1000:976 in 1961, 1000:962 in 1981, 1000:945 in 1991 and,
1000:927 in 2001. Sir, we have to take a serious note of this. A country which
considers "Kanyadaan" a very auspicious and sacred should not indulge in
termination of the girl child. So, | request the government to keep in mind the
importance our country gives to the girl child and protect its interests.

As far as the amendments to this Bill are concerned, it is but
necessary to see that all nursing homes, ultrasound centres, medical centres
should be registered. It has to be made compulsory. Then these will be
audited, there will be a system followed and whoever wants to get pregnancy
terminated should follow the procedure laid down by the medical centre.

The amendments of this Bill also provide constitution of a committee
at the district level. with the Chief Medical Officer or District Health Officer as
the chairperson. Sir, my suggestion is that a gynaecologist should be the
Chairperson. Among the three or five members constituting the committee,
maximum should be women. As far as the provisions of IPC are concerned, it
should also include penalty. Unless the punishment is severe we cannot bring
in any change in the situation.

We should also amend the codes of the Ethics of Medical Council of
India. Whoever indulges in repetitive offence should be taken to task by
cancelling the licence to practice further. Only then we will be doing justice to
the girl child.

Sir, in our State of Andhra Pradesh lot of propoganda is done and
there are so many advertisement on the television telling the public that
termination of pregnancy is an offence unless until it is a threat to the life of
the mother. Our Chief Minister Sh. Chandra Babu Naidu has given many
incentives. When a girl child is born in a family Rs. 500 is deposited so that
the amount multiplies to Rs. 35,000 to Rs. 40,000/- and will be of help for the
child's education.

So, this Bill should really benefit the society. There are so many
provisions in our Constitution for the development of women.  The law
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protects women at every stage. But Sir, what | feel is that we all should work
together considering it a social problem raising above party lines. So, in order
to. protect the girl child althrough, implementation of all the provisions of the
amendments shall be of great help. With this | conclude Sir. Thank you.

STt Tsrmen Uiy (afsidt dvre) . AT SuTHTERE S, H A W@Re
H#3 gRT ¢ T T BT ARSI qHme (g[8, 2002 @1 Ry O T8 @)
&1, R I8 VP BICT AT ARG 2 ] 31 $P! HRATGAT Bl U TR AR, T8I
& | fara a3 A qd ey #Al ST SR Y31 gRT 5! PR Bl b WG 99d Yd
e Tl fagres, S TT AT | 39 G9Y 519 S 989 Bl Sfard a1 o1, 91 $©
3rgfaen ! gat B gY, AR FAN JA- AERIT 1 Sl 7% $o1Y ¥, SR faaR #vd
BU eI I8 MTeari faar o o Sta o a1 e of1gi df ddet 71 e & el
FARMFH & A1 U TR0t et gl | 39 et et 3 Qe o eI o) Ra o
T T R Al arwfRd 8 95 | A 39 denes | IR0 318 a T8 g o
AT STeg] ARETHT Sad B FeRIdT A 984 AR 831 4§ 519 TR §WudnT fahar o
BT, S I+ Bl a2 3 BIs U8l BT | 59 He¥ 3 § I8 de1 arg (b Afgerii
{ G Feiled |eh < 9 Afeesil B fed ugar dTet 81 Wl Sa! USRI © |
BT U1 7 81 Sl el BT B 2T GG dTell 81 31raT fofie! R Fagst 3 gv
Higemall & forg iR Harewz fRIfT i1 o= < 91T | I8 91 € WeoH s 91 ¢ & a8
AR S STeTE R, g8 AR RO IRaay # v & forg It @Y avE Yol S 2, a8
U] b AU H 7 TGS T1 Tl F Wiehl 1 R8T & | TP 6 H A U Alell B
g , fo 9g 3R °R SUer & Fofdl 81 71 8 | Hid & 39 Ryl & eI geid 8
{ T 1981 W <R 2000 TH ) TY P 3ffdhs BT AT I Al BRI 6 RIS AfZAS
BIE T | SR 5 A wfdand 1 Bl 5l goiw awrsiia &t womfr &1 1 =t o1 & 1T
& T B Y BTG AT gU & | 14T |G TRET St 59 3791 ached <79 Jel of 4
I8 TIRIISSIRE] Bl Udh RUIC & U 378 Bl Scelkd (a1 8 | b 3gaR dfei
I ITI B 3TUETT g AfAD WARI BT AHAT BT Tl © | FBl A8 PR d St Y Srei!
g A1 978 9T J BT RIGR BT Ul 8 | S TSI AT ST Fhall & b I
AT BT aeR AT ST & | URART H W Pl of of U8 B olcl, ITb! AT
SYATS BT o of, RIET BT o o T IRT P &I & AR Bl of o, GUI &b &l 4 &1 94
$O BT 8 | AT fT9E &1 2T 3T 8T 3R =T YOI UR J] 3 Ufiaes T8l o
T A1 < H EAN-YReN1 B de U STaa] Ager Ual 8191 99 & | 39 SRiger o o d 4
| BIC-BIC BRI H B3 -Ps SR AR (Held & | 374 AfIT ARSI ST 7 Ieord fhar i
TS H YT T & Aol BoR A1l firet | {5l e fdafia 3 Aicis gk qu1 e
Y TIY | o 31 ST W T T b 3716 BAR AMA! § A Phad U YUl 81 Iy BT
o7 | IUFHTEE S , H & AfShel {2 i1 W™l gae, 1971 6 o WY Bl <@ I8
off FoTRreh TicReIma o
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foran a1 © fo i 14t & IR Fafecar aariial gR1 999 &1 3R 394
Fag 1 AP MRS AT BT IUGe A &6 T A I8 I a7 S IR |
3R 98 UaT AU ol wU H & YHId) 7 81 b Al T g8 SR & FHI P AN &
AR A HEIGT 39 ¥ US QX1 741 el AT ST geoik TSI Bl ol ded fedf #
AigAal & 3 H BFM? H $© YT DI T4l BT AT | FRI(2) & ANET H IR &
RIM WR AFRIS FY A SHR b 31 A S a1 B T8 § | I8 YR1 IUeY A
IR 3R YIS 8 | 3R U ¥Meq Bl SAIY SSIIT S I8T & b SqHATTSS & 3MR
U WM TR Bl GHOTD ARIFell A A1y df Pls Y 5 Aeardell GIort
Tl Rifes AFRIE U W dHR Al 7 379 Hs AR Rl 7 b Afeam o St
2 | I8 TS B T PR Tl Te1 & | SAPT GOuNT 1 5T ST el & | IR
AR YT B3 A o foosit ot STaer 9, foret Y A foe & a8 aféfhee a o fs
I8 U AT ISUT & I ST I8 TIN IR <1 fh I8 AP w0 9 dHR 8 | |
Arercht g b I8 SIs1 SIRes] 81T 3 3R BIs ARG W0 A SR 81 SHSD [7g a1
YRSl TN BT SQH § SHB! S UM e Bl ORI HRA1 el § | Bls
TSI TTegTdel TS STV | T 396 1T fohedl Ueh S=g pife & IRRes Agdiete
BT He ol ST ? 98 AlCHIbe I T4 I $9 YHR BT AHNID T JIET ST |
IRAR ATl b A o A B I8 BIBT A 81 | 4l The 4 & b PIg TH e B qeafd
B gAT a1 SITQn fohg IS 98 unTet © 1 AReTd B FeHld off Sed | I8i 9gd &
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19 391 O 8 © | ST & 9 ST IREYR Tl Y SR G981 9a o | U QAT ex |l
A a7 3M1R UaH =ret T o T H 9T B | STae] Wl AT S $el (5§ R&P T81 M
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gl g fr 0 afeaal & 9gd a<t o < St S T % wEE & fog
QTR Jrg¥a 3R ufiereT &\ IR g Fafrear eraarft 7€t 8 | 1 ok SR1a™T
fafee foram <1 A < <1 aut | B9 BT 9 8 AR I i 99 b BT & A | TE B
ffPaa o ? 519 6 39 <9 A A A Afcredr T8 e 3R Sidey hael awrRiY
TET X SO IR SABT YT T HelT &1 g7 il 9 I A1 & [T &1 AT Sff
BN T TP 59 AXE P (7 , AT AT, 9T BT R RTENTT |

AT Iy, T Riwel S g8l &, 4 el MY & | H Argl {6 A% 91 S a
UgA S SMY I YRR © ...(FFH).... H3T S A HEE <BR BTH HRAT 8 |

§ P A8 g b <% W H AR 3 o1l 7 g Siih BR AR A YUl
TRIET0T fRY ST B | 9TER 9 IR Hea] O THUTT B dTet €8 iR GSaTsT STt &1
SITet fIeT gaTl 2, 39 W 9JH 3l AMIIe VR R IHRIG] JiF Wihd slid &, Tdl
RRIRT 3 a1 I f5ar S 9 {6 o &1 31 F iR g gul sffefrae o <1g
GUTSIE] Uae &1 Jurdl &1 9 YaR a1 SN, ST AH= O I8 a1 ggdrs oy fo
I ST AT @1 ST ST W) A A g 9 6 for 9w e )
ITADB3T BT YT 8T AT 8 7 TIATS |

ST. YHT STHY (RTSTRATA) . I, Iq[HTEE S |

T4 &1 fFerfdrear wwTae fadres, 2002 & @RI # i & forg § I8t U g8
T 1 B9 39 A99d &1 W@rTd e € oifd T J1e € 98 Wt ergwa aRd ® 5 3w &R 3em
RIE BT TeRTs A NAWIDHAT ©§, PO AR [Agall Pl g1 TG Bl ATTLIB 8, 59
eI & AT SIS B ATTLIDBAT & | ST G Yd o] 431 gfe F4T Sl H8 T o,
I8 [d U guraqul FRART & & {71 948 & SNMeR R YUT 81 81 j81 & | 39 99
<= H W Y 9 &1 R 8 | arHior & 3 a1 aRIRITT I8 @ o asi uRaR s o
IR & T g8i el 81 & 3R a8l 7 A d AN I axil | dTfdh & AR
ST a8l TR 814 8 Y S+ WA 811 8 | GR M1d b ART URAR [FATST SR
PRAT I AT HARK R FaRI & AT [ a1 4 g1 SHRT A 781 9a_d & | g8
YY1 BT BT © Al B R AR ASA3I B 81 I, IR, Uid g2 8 b d1a AT
BRI TSl © | I8 R I 17al 9 8 | Uil Jaeddhal I8 © o $o Tl 2w 81 f&
Tl W AT T o g, U WISl 3R a1 a b SaRerT BRI H G BIs a1
TEI 2 ,PIs fadhd el & | 394 (BT Al TRIp A I WReY DI AT ITh Yoved Bl AT
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T 81 arell & R SRy mfior & # ggar ARy | g I fos i for 9e % SR
TR YU &MY 81 XET & Y ABRI 4 Afeeh 81 E| 8 | T8 ABAN B a1 € b ug-ford qaept
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e SRt & | 31 fara Wt o R SRIEaNT & @asey 941 IR, |1 ay , a1 a9 a1
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Rrprrd e W I7¢ Raelh TaRM eF1 912y | 59 96 $9 arll &l , $8 T4
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I, Sige] & M TR I BlS PR I ©, Sl GG PR I 8, AR S T4 FHYT & qHA §
e | TRIST & Ui faeiy w9 & ST 1R 8191 9113Y T8 de Felifid & W il 8
A1 P8 UG ITHT Bl SlTST P, I95 B <¥< 8, [eged Rifdear a1 | T @awen
BT Q1 AR -G8 Bl GG &) H I A, 78 AR ANIRGAT Slae”] b sl
YR TET oI TS 3R Uep JFaifeset T4 FHIIT BT Ala 81 e 3T | 39 I%E i
T J Gt T b 7Y 98 ST © fob WIABR ATII0T &3] <7eb 11811 T S TaR-TAR
81 | A8 18 Y, 37TST A1 7111 1 51 JRui | GAPR 1 81 BR © ST YX <27 4 ARl
FRUEN BT U YRT e IR BI AT 8 | TR 9 a1 D1 & 1o U1 Pls Favel 81 fdh &
T AT IR HEN H Yep b ol T Teb oISt SlereR ST SR a8 Afgel axu 3}
AR & 98 81 g S AR SIHaRI &1 S | Afgarsl # va srdax-4 Ua1 81 fh
3raifesd 14 1 gfth e Fapehl € 1 39 aRE T AT B A & 7 37 |

3 H A I B gl {6 39 fAede A S o7l o Favell o T 8, IqD
Fels U U AT S | I8 o1l BT €% 7oK 1 31T 1 3 RS b Sl Holl [aet1ad
1 slged & e w0l § IS 8Heal 781 8, TRIdl | PIg gHaa] 78] & dich gl &
fSTp1 I B, ST €T dS 81 b | SHPT AN 4 UTel BRI b (oG BT 1Y ST
B ATRIDBAT L |

HEIGY, BT YOI BT W IS AfZel AN 7 ot oo RS &1 2 |
3ITST WRBR 7 g Ag H BT 1 g1 AU &, e Al A S UR 31 811 AR &
RAT TG H AT UST B ST | 3191 Al Iore™, f[AgR, 4o, gRamm ik 3<%
TRT ST TR H el 81 8T 8 3R SR 5-6 au1 # i & Yebrael Afanait o &%
S & B SIGH fh gpfcr 7 aet MY SIige ol WaRT S &1 S |

HEIG, AT 31 dTer o foTg 3raa T, §9 fofg ! g=ars |

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank
you for giving me this opportunity. At the outset, | welcome the Bill, but | would
also suggest some amendments. As stated in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons, "the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act is aimed at eliminating
abortion by untrained persons and in unhygenic conditions, thus reducing
maternal morbidity and mortality." It is also mentioned that punishment will be
given to persons who are not registered medical practitioners, with requisite
experience or training for terminating pregnancy. Clause 4 of the Bill says, "For
section 4 of the principal Act, the following section shall be substituted
namely:- (a) a hospital established or maintained by Government, or (b) a
place for the time being approved for the purpose of this Act by Government
or a District Level Committee constituted by that
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Government with the Chief Medical Officer, or District Health Officer as the
Chairperson of the said Committee...." Here, nothing has been mentioned
about the experience of the medical practitioners. It is not only the place that
matters, but the medical practitioner also needs to be an experienced one. It
is not suffice to say that the place should be a Government hospital or it
should be recognised by the Committee. Though the place is also essential, it
should be done by an experienced medical practitioner.- In Section 5, clause
2, in the second line, it is mentioned, ... by a person who is not a registered
medical practitioner shall be an offence punishable ..." Sir, here, | would like to
say that it is the right place to include the words 'medical practitioners of some
prescribed time experience.' The years of experience should be mentioned
here. It is very important to include the number of years of experience which a
person is having. That person also must be an experienced Gynaecologist
only. In sub-clause (3) of Section 5 it is said, "Whoever terminates any
pregnancy in a place other than that mentioned in section 4 ..." So, here also
the place is specifically mentioned, and not the experience of the person, |
suggest that the experience of the person should be mentioned here. These
things should be taken into account.

Sir, | would like to put forth some more points for your consideration.
My sister, Smt. Savita Sharda, has said that in Mumbai, about 16,000 female
children are aborted in the womb of the mother after the sonography test. To
avoid it in Tamil Nadu, our Chief Minister has introduced a scheme which is
called 'cradle child system', which is not introduced anywhere else in India.
The hon. Minister of State should take this into account. Sir, she is
implementing this scheme without any help from the Union Government, and
the State Government is implementing this scheme on its own. The Minister
should take it into account. | suggest that schemes of this type should be
implemented in all States of India in order to protect the female child, because
so many female children are killed in the womb itself. After sonography, if it is
found that the child is a female child, the child is aborted without any reason.
Here, Sir, | would also mention one thing that the case of ladies who are
coming for the termination of pregnancy because of their social conditions,
family conditions and health conditions, etc., should be considered. In the
ancient times, every couple had a belief that God is giving them the child and
they are only giving birth to that child. So, in ancient times, there was no
restriction
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in the number of children that a woman would bear. Now-a-days, it is
restricted due to the increase in the population. So, this point should also be
considered. In the amendment Bill, all the main points should be included
such as the experience of the doctors, etc. Sir, one hon. Member has said that
the Chairman of the Committee must be a lady and also a gynaecologist. |
also stress on the point that the Chairman of the Committee should be a lady
and also a gynaecologist. One hon. Member has said that some private
hospitals have also been recognised for this purpose. | welcome this
provision, but | suggest that the fees for this purpose should be prescribed by
the Government because, from poor families many women go to the nearby
hospitals. It may be a private hospital, a big hospital. But they cannot afford to
pay the kind of fees which is charged by such hospitals. So, what | want to say
is that if the Government recognises any private hospital for this purpose, at
that time itself, the fees should be fixed by the Government. Here, | would like
to lay emphasis on the analysis of this amendment. If you authorise the place,
without a minimum qualification, any experienced person can do that. So,
even in respect of the authorised places like class (a) and class (b), the
experience of a medical practitioner should be mentioned, and this
qualification should be incorporated in this Bill. With these suggestions, |
conclude my speech. Thank you very much for allowing me to speak on this
Bill.

IuuTeHe (it THT IR BID) . 5.00 I97 T ,3FR A & el & al
TG ST oY |

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, the discussion can
be resumed tomorrow.

7 T, 09, ST : SHD! HRAIC B Ao, SHH hddl &l WA I8 TY
=

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: There are six speakers.

IuquTeae (St |1 S BIRH) . &1 R, ST 8 | Iai AGR] W& | 37T 8
Fel gUAR, &1 17.07.2002 P YaTg 11.00 9 T & fTY SB[ 2 |

The House then adjourned at two minutes past five of the clock, till eleven of
the clock on Wednesday, the 17" July, 2002.
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