RAJYA SABHA [17 July, 2002]
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SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Sir, | associate myself
with this Special Mention.
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Lifting of ban on shipping service between Rameswaram and
Thalaimannar

SHRI M. A. KADAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the Union Minister of Shipping
has recently announced that a shipping service between Tuticorin and
Colombo will be started shortly. Due to the outbreak of internal disturbances
in Sri Lanka, the shipping service between Rameswaram and Thalaimannar
was stopped, as a result of which many people were rendered unemployed and
the economic condition of the people at Rameswaram was also badly hit.
Since there is peace prevailing now in Sri Lanka, the people of Rameswaram
are expecting the resumption of the shipping service between Rameswaram
and Thalaimannar. But, instead of resuming the service between
Rameswaram and Thalaimannar, the Government is giving preference to the
Tuticorin-Colombo shipping sen/ice. | suggest that it would be better to
resume first the shipping service between Rameswaram and Thalaimanner
which is only 28 kms., which will benefit the people of Rameswaram and also
give employment to the labourers there. Moreover, it will also benefit the
commerce and industry in Ramnad District, which is a very backward district
of Tamil Nadu.

Sir, the sailing time between Rameswaram and Thalaimannar is two-
and-a-half hours, and the fare is also less than Rs.1000. "Compared to
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this, the sailing time between Tuticorin and Colombo is 12 hours, and the fare
is Rs.3000, which is very high.

| request the hon. Minister of Shipping to immediately lift the ban on
shipping service between Rameswaram and Thalaimannar.

SHRI C. P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU (Pondicherry): | associate myself
with what the hon. Member has said.

Electrification of villages
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Suicides by cotton growers in Andhra Pradesh

SHRI K. M. KHAN (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | wish to draw the attention
of this House to the miserable plight of cotton growers in Andhra Pradesh.
Due to the failure of monsoon for the past several years and continued
drought situation, the farmers have been put to a great difficulty. It is reported
that one young cotton grower from Karimnagar District of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri K. Mallesham, committed suicide on 12.7.2002, since his crop had failed
because of bad weather, and he had taken loan for farming. Suicides by
farmers has become a regular phenomenon in Andhra
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