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The question was put and the motion was adopted.
SHRI K. JANA KRISHNAMURTHY: Sir, | withdraw the Bill.
SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
On Drought Situation in many parts of the Country
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1.00 p.m.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Pachouri, now, it is one o'clock. You can
continue after lunch. The House is adjourned for lunch till two o'clock.

The House then adjourned for lunch at one of the clock
The House reassembled after lunch at two of the clock
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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MR IR & fHar 37+l Hefet a1 7 3iR Ul Had & IR 4 gHfeaa faen fHafRka
FRAT AT | I H S Tg fl FET § S aRTd B gl | 57e ) 6 gataRor & e
SaTeT oY, gfely g9 Al S2I I8 Pad gU U Aehd [aAT 8 —

“ol HUR e Sl gred, Tell-TTel § gl 8l |

et veft Bl & ok 3R 97 5 e A ) & ¢ W Jo R dYerd! 2 Y et ol fs 9
TR SR B dTell ¥ | 330 e 981 IR Foid gY ARMe S ar A wa18 —

3R geT R ARAE e I SR =ed § O 9931 ol b 98 STaRe<d adrd 81 arell &
3R TE BT & 1 1ot oY AT TT7a H 39 91 BT Mbei B §Y HE & b T8 & dTel &
| 3 gafaRor fagr arg &3 die w1 # TigarRil B /i E & a8 H g A
SFERY ST IR ¥ 5 3R ST ff afd dR 1R aguaiT fomam 1T 81T, SHd! dd]
<G ST A1 2 HH el o o fos Swet ot fhed dRIS | FHrio fosa S
DT AT <lfh gHITY BT & Hi\H {1 I8 |ivon a1 #- 38 8 3R d IR o
B ST S & (3 3T AT ST a1l 8, 3T HIAG AT Tl © <Afeb AFGA el 37T
3R X7 qaTIR HR g9 RIGR AT © |

HE ST, HE U ¥ HIUTe § b g1 Siiel & Sl 319 Yod 715 & | U8l 98] SR
S U &9 A9 A ST ¥ b 3 98 U UPHR A T W &9 77 2 AR AT I81 379
39 3T T Al © | Bl IR 59 W9 I d8i 246 F1.H R4 gs o olfh 59 IR
132 iy 1 a=ry 11 i R TR 81 UTS © | H Heg Uaw & AT b 9 H (R /Y F HEA
=7 5 T81 & dTed 3R U IR & AR G TS 2 | 7] 8leld 980 W14 8 | IR
TSR ¥ 1 I AT ATET HIPR 2N 2 | hac] STR U3l 81 7], YoTe, sk, e,
S AR YT H BT WRIE § ol SR T H A1 T2 F Afd el 39 99 G |
SO IR © o6 AR 1 & T 2 13 a1 I8! RN RET A1 89 a1 < UIddT 2 I8 Sl
2 o ameRoly Y81 S 71 59 IR | Bs a1 918 | HTPIId JATIGT ST9 A 8 Al SHb
foTT TRBR 9T PN 3R TqTDHT P AN FAT DY, U 511 HR b W64 BT A0 BT 6 |
I 91 [e! 2 3 AT b TR AT 814 P SRV ISP GG &< & [ P& 376T B
STel AfhT 59 W ARfEdhdT & A fI=aR SR B ATTLIRT & | 51 STaRG bl
B3N T, SN STEREWT HIPhIdh MIST 37 B , $6 WIHIH MIST BT AHAT &9 | AT
Arfed w0 A e o | I8 IR FR &1, TIRINT B BT a9 el § | 3ferg
T AT A0 3R W & SR ARG ST B9 T gan 7, gwat forsor
PRAT Igd SN § AR R0 R & geard € Wel A H IHH A Aprer o
ol & | safey § He Aga, &9y w9 4 SR 99w $ aR § fb SR gow B
Hifere R <t 2, a8 91 faferm 8 1 qdf SR wew ofR ufead fErR, 1 fdax
IR IS P U AMI GATERl $T 10 =4 2 3R gdi SR uaw H 9y w9 9
IR # 519 aRE A 7=Yg U8l off ST 2 , S YR Ta1ed H
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TR gRATA BNl & 1 GdT IR I AR PR B8R SHe HRUI T&1E 81 SN 2, 9ol
&1 981 a7 7 Bl 81 | Y¥-HIel H 36 WR T gt 41 Fefl ol Afeh SHbT w0y U
=1 JpR @1 & , A a8l ff 59 997 wiex g &1 Ry o1 fFafor 81w 2 1 gdt
IR e U 81 71§ | 991 ORE 9 geords SR A Uee & B N §,
a1 feTa” va HMifers RIRT &1 Ao - 2 | 39 99 daareds | a1 wiex g
TSI §aTT B | STl S99 # 4l BIe] JHAM gall © | 8Teid 981 WR4 8, BIs Had 59
T TE ¥ | g8f e @) JErE 7 g8 ¥ | 9 el 81, 9@ gRIRYR 8, 918 e g,
2 | BT HEY 90 WALl BT JHH, BEl 100 WA BT JHA, Hal 70 BIFa! bl
FHAME & | AN I S f0 oRE W8 8 | I8 Jaards & gaifde R BT w@hy s4R
AT T gor 2 3R gl TN & 75 STR U<el 1 S <wd © dl STk Tael & 3fex /Y
= g R @) RRARY 1 o gan © | 912 gerar 8, B9R TS Sft 981 & TE aTel B,
YT B, 3INT &1, HHEEIG 81 3R BIYR & AT & el &, g8i 4 g4l ThR @t
fRIRT 8 1 70 W BT JHA AT & ST Alber AT 8, [Tl qaervr f&ar & 1 39
HET0T o YR TR FST WRT JHAH gall © | § a1 = & A A=-117 qer#131 Sff &
HHETT &3 BT Seelkd HRAT AG | 981 Bl RARY 1 iR TR gs &, H A1 I8 el
I & RIS &3NS A Ws & FORT 22656 TaEIR Td GIH Bl Hdel al5 STl
2 | fpg SR 7 8 & IRV i IR AN 1 I8 HE 32 & b 11 81 e 141 | I8 Rafa
O} 91791 81 715 © b @R 1 &1 RT © fob 397 Sy &3 o, faRiy wrerfiieha & amerR
TR BT PBR B AALIHAT € | el ST 81 8] S8l UR Tl &b I 5, S8l H &4 ol
2 5 &9 U of hd ®, S7El % gRT S U1 ShgT fhaT TRIT o1, 98T | ST Siet Al 6l
WR 2, T8l | 9 89 U1 U< HR G 9, g8f A g (1 g3 2 3R 9i8] & ST
BT WR TSI ol &b 1T FRT B | 59 999 U $ 70 RTaiIRT § TR 8 3R IqD! &7
BT Bacl 17 B! U1 SUT 81 R8T 8 | $74 ol Uil B ST 130.55 3R 6 HIex
ot | el ATl BT oA H I8 Had 66 B! & | 155 ARI 2aCIR § Pl WD ferefe
IATEH Bl I, 59 &3 3 Ao © | 31l 715 44.60 ARE 39C TR H &1 I8 a1 §s ©
| freel Tt $9 W9 90 IRI B AR # gaTs &1 g ol | WM & R 3 AR Yadehl 4
AT B, § IO A P 50.09 ARG FACAR F YT 17.6 ARG 29I B 4TS §s ©
e W &1 Scures w99 1 TR R Uga B SMRidT © | IS TSI & 232 ARI
IR S AT &7 F JhTdol 31 Hael 74 FFIR &7 ¥ AT g8 ¢ | SR IS F AR
6 TG AT 7D B 9 ARG BFCIR H $HH TS §8 © | SR IS H SR 6 ARG AT b
Bl 9 ARI gFCIR H A TS gs | W P! Gae $ R A fFam amg wirex
forar 1, 918 Wfter 78R 81 13 37 S & oiex St WiHid $9a &1 ...(F9d @l 5el)...
1 WfER wGR B, 37 S % oiew Y fRaf, Tt amefet et B TE 5 St w'
S R o oR I8 srepTer @it FRIfY 9 Y, e g oot FRuf ol <€ @ o U
AT el B SY | 39 G& & HRUM WHl B GE=M 8 ST & HRVT, FHT AT
fIem R IR W 39T STaaw U9 TS | el R B & SR senRa SR & HRo7
JYRT
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H , PN B ITS & BRI [ADH SR B deia 5.4 Biraal ol , 59 IR 3R Y B I8!
eI R A1 [ SR 1 a1 BTerd BR1, U8 9T 1 JATaeIehdl T8l 8 | a1 ART 81
P IaSIG SN AT I B Rl 8, T &1 R8T & b UTil el amfeg 3R Tl & forg
S[FAT AT, TSUH AT | SFIed &1 RN I8 2 o fagd & rvma & dRur I I
TEI B & | PIB! SIdoTd WA B | § T Fhall g b IR Ia¥ & 3SR I W19 RAfy
& | fasTell 181 et RET 8 | fasTell Uk orerT & =i 81 1 SyTaT 3726l RS aiifh a8 A =i
BT U 7B [0 & | 89 I I AR JeITa < Fhel © |

ST . Rl F N 78 @, ITe A Plieca g |

#t HerTet fs1 . § I wU 9 9 SR F IR H $Ed §U .. (aUH)....
Ao Sft, § W 6 g H PEd U STR IS DI 394 376 HR BT g | dTh! S8 WY 78
firer &) % ok IR e Y ot ) IR 2 1 aifes § IR w T & atert g saferg
IR TS B IR H AT HRAT ST¥] HA I BT S |

Y 71 AR BIRIH (SR I . <81 3 A1 U ©S BT 4 A 21 8 |

Y HerTot fst . g1 A1 98 © {6 S e Tagu § 4 Affpiea de ue B |
T8t T 28,381 IISTHIT Ty 2 R 28.3 AT gaeeR @l s et € Afdes wgt
B d TAPY W US TPy TRME 8 | 98 Tapy o I8 Rt (fa 8 | faga & sror
TAGY T T I8 T | TAGY @RI A B | T Y Rret wrgwen g anfey 98 Wi T8
| STl e & ATE drelid JAfe A @ 1Y 8 | IR vl BT a8 & | SHb!
MBS AR HAT ATRIF & | §HSD oY faRI THR BV AT M1 6t STdl 2
TP ST BT AT AT B A | ST &1 I8! $9 9 ST8! § W) IoIed &l Gl 81 EI 2,
P75 PR B IR 4 I8 (20 ST 13T, 39 =1 3171 81 I8 SR} et & 6 Bfase
T TR I & oY ORIy w9 9§ g8 e a1 € & a8 o 31 el de dr < 1 d
9 99T PR I B | 911 gewl A T8t 9 e g8 © a8f aygell i @) S ey anfe
T HH | $H 8d I TEGH PR Gb | b5 DI o’ F Sl IS T 17 A5 o
Had ST Ao T, R T<= 7 59 A {61 & S yewll § AN BR & I¥En S
FYT S U1 BIF 91RY | 5 Jel < ] 8] {61 &, TRy Sff gef 1 8, e gaer
IS T el b T &, f57 Fe=i A $9 o] e foban & 9 waE @l derg A e
<1 1M 6 ISR B dHT AT AR BN | 91 AT $9 TR DI AP ID
JAMICTRIT & FHY AT DI BB e TS Bl & | H BT H1 Sl B 918 <=1 I fb
ST B 41 AT &6 IR H HT & b GRIT TR IR SHST Hodidh B gU Tei Wl
YT AN TS 2, SHD! FaRRAT B SMGH | G @ Wt ORIy w9 | FaRen A B
JATTTIDBAT & | SHRT U1 Bl IR R & BRYT fSoTell STGT S0 TSl el Sl 8T 5 | 4§
ey wu 4 Rew & R 4 gamn agm | Re< 4§ $ad R I & 78] aled
TS0 & HRO 9 fSFmd BN | a8t &1 Seare A g iR SHET IRUIM I8 BRI
3 &N Teen 3R a1t SRl # fayd &
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31T & BRI, g ITTET H B b SR T STaa] WA 8H1T , & F BRI,
I WX RA & HRT I8 8Teaid 8111, STl WX &1 Fax $d &1, 33! {1 B3 Bl
DA & | HEISAT, $9 9T AR b GRT Y YIS SR B o 78 & | HiY 731
ARIGY U8 $E 9D & & Ig I BT AV &, I & AT 89 & HRT I DT
T B A T§ GRIT U AThicr AT & HY H 3771 8 | 34N 595 Uiy AR
WHR B 32y ReRY el ® % 98 390 MUfiedr & MR U= o | 319 NeH! &t
I STaTIBIRI BT GRT BT ST AR | IHD! U1 HD Sawadharalf d1 gid & forg
I T8 Sict &1, A 81, B & 95l 9] B a8 iR 318 A= g i
MRA IRER §RT Iells ol & &, TP MR W [hes 3R sMpes sfF®! &1
TR RIERAT B ST & S THIE AR IR TAAT ST | FH B ATSTT BT, STaTeR JToTT
B, YLTHET U TS d Ao 81 AT T ST JISNTR Ao 81, § AR JTSTH181 6l
THTE TR IR 5 T ] BB A DI D F 31eH B feAar o el &l SY
| H e § 5 599 89 59 UIPId JATIGT B I 88 Ib AT I H F&H 8l
HhI | HBIGT, AT 31 Y &A1 36D oy agd-agd g=idre |

Nt oot f% . A, SRT 398 U ST & Hedl Fredl A7 | 89R YT A
T Y 7t e 50 f7el € Sl 399 gHIfad §U & S9! AT IR Yol Bl U
U3 SIS fohar ST, ug Mt g9y Ji R |

JUHHTIRT . AT ISTE TP B8 38 © [ 91 I a1 Sy | Before Mr.
R. Chandra Sekar Reddy speaks, | would like to draw the attention of the
House to the fact that four hours have been given for this discussion and we
have to finish it today. Now, the problem is, | have to manage the time strictly.
So, please try to abide by the time allowed to you. You can't add more
'drought' to what has already been spoken by others. So, the Members may
please abide by the time allocated to their party. Twelve minutes have been
given to the TDP. Even if you take all the 12 minutes, | have no objection. But
if you take 11 minutes, | will be very happy. One minute should be given to the
Minister. In fact, the division is not done properly.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY (Andhra Pradesh):
Madam, | thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the drought
situation in the country. It is ironical that in the Monsoon Session, we are
discussing about the drought situation in the country. The entire country is
facing a severe drought, and the situation is alarming.

The States like Rajasthan, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and
U.P. are the worst-affected. The rainfall so far has been far below the normal
average. The States like Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh
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are also facing this situation. Statistics indicate that more than one million
villages are facing a severe drought condition.

As the mercury level has been steadily rising in several States in the
last few days, the spectre of a severe drought is hovering over these places.
While the drinking water problem is becoming acute in these States, people's
misery is compounded by the drying tubewells. These States are reeling
under a terrible spell of heat wave. Reports say that even the States like
Himachal Pradesh have demanded Rs.20 crores from the Centre to deal with
the drought-like situation, as most of the natural water sources in the State
have reportedly dried up. The Centre should come forward to help the affected
States with liberal financial assistance, and there can be no two opinions
about it.

A high powered Committee on Disaster Management Plans was
constituted by the Government of India in August, 1999, to review the existing
arrangements to mitigate the natural and manmade disasters, to recommend
measures for strengthening the organizational structures, and to recommend
a comprehensive model plan for the management of these disasters at the
national, State and district levels. | am told this committee had submitted its
final report in September, 2001. This report should be implemented, in
consultation with the State Governments.

The Drought Prone Areas Programme, DPAP, should be
implemented more vigorously. Based on the report of the C.H. Hanumantha
Rao Committee, the Government has issued revised guidelines for its
implementation. | request that more number of watershed programmes should
be sanctioned to the States like Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
etc. Since the basic objective of the programme is to minimize the adverse
effects of drought on the production of crops and livestock, maximize the
profitability of land, develop the water and human resources, ultimately
insulating the areas from the effects of drought. This programme would also
create employment opportunities.

Our hon. Agriculture Minister has made a statement, apprehending
drought in the North India and Central India. In this regard, | would like to draw
his attention to the severe drought situation in Andhra Pradesh and Orissa
also.

In Andhra Pradesh, during the first week of June, there were some
rains, but thereafter, the State is experiencing a dry spell. The actual rainfall
during this monsoon is less than 100 mm, the deficiency being more than
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60%. The State is in the throes of a severe drought, and about 900 mandate
are badly affected.

As against a total cultivated area of 82 lakh hectares, so far, sowing
has taken place in less than 20% of the area. The major cause of concern is
with regard to dry crops like pulses, groundnut, maize, and bajra. Due to
continued dry spell the crops have withered away. Paddy nurseries are
withering away.

Due to failure of monsoon, the ponds and reservoirs have run dry.
The ground water table has fallen to a new low due to poor recharge in the
absence of rain.

Madam, our hon. Chief*Minister, Shri N. Chandra Babu Naidu, is
taking every step to alleviate the alarming drought situation by ordering the
necessary measures. But the situation is so grave that the State Government
alone cannot face it. Hence, | request the Government of India to extend
financial assistance for the on-going irrigation projects in the State and to
support the programme called Neeru-Meeru -- Water and You. This is a very
unique programme started in the State of Andhra Pradesh. Under this
Programme, the Government is undertaking measures to de-silt the irrigation
tanks. It is a unique programme. It should be implemented throughout the
country. Under this programme all the tanks, which were constructed prior to
our Independence, are de-silted. Under this Programme -- Neeru-Meeru -- we
are giving employment to labour, we are also increasing the storage capacity
in all the tanks and we are able to give water to the tail-end areas of the
irrigated land which fall under these tanks. The Government of India, under the
Food-for-Work Programme, had sent some foodgrains to the State. | request
that this Programme should be continued with an increased allocation. The
State Government is ably handling the Food-for-Work Programme.
Employment problem, to some extent, is solved through this Programme and
we could fill the belly of the hungry people, apart from creating permanent
assets in the rural areas. We are thankful to-the Government of India for
allocating foodgrains to us under this Programme.

The State is also facing power problem. All the hydel stations that are
generating power stopped generating power since the reservoirs have
become empty. | request the Government of India to help the State in meeting
the power demand also.

| request the Government to allot more number of houses under the
VAMBAY and IAY. These two Programmes will create employment
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opportunities and a permanent asset to the poor people who are homeless.
Madam, adequate funds may be allocated to the State for providing drinking
water as the sources are drying up and water table is going down due to
severe drought. | request the Government of India to come to the rescue of the
States like Andhra Pradesh. As we all know Andhra Pradesh is a performing
State. Any amount of money given to the State is perfectly spent in the
concerned area and all the targeted programmes reach the needy people.
Hence, | request the Government of India to give a special concession to the
State by providing more money for providing drinking water to all the people.

Madam, increase in allocation®* to all the rural development
programmes will help the people in this nour of crisis. The crop insurance
scheme should be extended to all the farmers and the rules which are
detrimental to the interests of farmers relaxed. The crop insurance'scheme is a
very good scheme. But there are some problems. When farmers approach the
lower-level officers, they put so many conditions. As a result, the genuine
farmer, who has lost his crop, is facing a lot of hardship in getting his money
reimbursed. Hence, | request the Government to not only extend this
programme to all the farmers but also to relax the rules which are causing a lot
of trouble to the small and marginal farmers in the rural areas.

Finally, | request the Government of India to help the State, on a
permanent basis, as the State is experiencing drought for many consecutive
years. | come from the most backward area. We have regularly been
experiencing the drought conditions. Since the State of Andhra Pradesh is
facing a severe drought for the past several years, | request the Government
of India to give assistance on a permanent basis as per the rules, which are
guiding the States and the Central Government. | am also requesting the
Government of India to enhance the National Calamity Relief Fund. On the
one hand, the grant is very meagre. It is not helping the State. On the other
hand, when the States are facing such a problem, the Government of India is
advising them to go ahead with the programme and saying that they can claim
their reimbursement afterwards. But, as a matter of fact, the amount kept in
the National Calamity Relief Fund is not sufficient and so, is not serving its
purpose. Since the entire country is facing a drought situation, the amount in
the Fund should be enhanced.

The States should be given a free hand in spending the money from
the National Calamity Fund, depending upon the situation, depending
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upon the severity of the drought. I, once again, request the hon. Minister to
come over to Andhra Pradesh and visit the drought-affected areas and help
the State Government, which is right now involved in helping the poor farmers
and poor labourers. As we started debating in this House, Madam, | was told
that there is slight drizzling in Andhra Pradesh. The hon. Minister may say that
rains have started in. Andhra Pradesh, in Orissa and in other parts of the
country. But these 'rains' will not at all help the farmers. It would not be useful
for farming community. It would also not be of help to anybody, except cooling
the atmosphere. Hence, | request the Government of India to go all out and
help the State Government in helping the poor and downtrodden people in the
rural areas.

T10 30 0 ITAFAR . HSH , 31 U 10 G BT 8 | H GaIg Hfy 730 ft
A 91 B BT AT | B4R T8I bl W qIRET 81 K& 2, <lfebT 3 aTRe I BIR Bl I-fhe
T BT RIf6 TAR T AR A1 57 B HIC 41 I 37T 9Tl T, g8 a1 37T || Fifty

days have passed, and the total crop has been destroyed. Therefore, my
humble request is that the hon. Agriculture Minister should take up this matter
with the hon. Finance Minister and the hon. Prime Minister, and should
provide, at least, Rs. 1000 crores for the National Calamity Relief Fund. This is
not for Andhra Pradesh only. | am talking about the entire country which is
facing a severe drought in some areas. Rs. 150 crores that had been given by
the then hon. Finance was not sufficient at all. That amount could last only for
three months. That money has been exhausted in dealing with the cyclone and
drought situations. Therefore, | sincerely appeal to the hon. Agriculture
Minister to sit with the Prime Minister and demand, at least, Rs. 1000 crores
for the National Calamity Relief Fund. Kindly come to Hyderabad and visit
drought-affected areas. The Minister said that we were getting water. There
may be some improvement in the" availability of drinking water. But the
farmers are not going to be benefited from that. This is my humble request,
through you, to the hon. Agriculture Minister.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There was a suggestion by Mr. Pachouri
that we may give one month's salary for the drought-affected areas. Now, |
have also one suggestion. Each Member of this House and the other House
gets Rs. 2 crores as MPUVDS fund. Why can't we invest a part of that money
for digging the catchment areas so that whatever rain comes could be
collected? This is an asset-building activity that we have stopped. Even if its
rains, it goes down the drain. You had contributed a lot for Orissa cyclone,
you had contributed much more for Gujarat
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earthquake. This is also a national calamity. Your own States are facing it. So,
as the Chairman of the Committee on MPU\DS, | would suggest that we can
spend that money for this purpose also, instead of just spending it on making
roads or laying pavements, etc. This work will give jobs also to the people.
You will also be able to collect the water and use it.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Desitling of medium and major tanks
have been done in Andhra Pradesh. The MPLADS funds have been used for
this purpose only. We welcome your suggestion. But Andhra Pradesh is
already doing this.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: When | am having a meeting, | will
examine how many Members of Parliament have contributed money for this
purpose. You know, even water harvesting can be done. That we are going to
do in Guijarat...or, you know, even water harvesting can be done as we are
doing in Gujarat. Now | will call Mr. Matilal Sarkar of CPI (M). You have 12
minutes, Mr. Sarkar. You can take all the time.

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR (Tripura): At the outset, | offer my sincere
regards to you and to my senior colleagues here on the occasion of my
maiden speech in this House. While speaking on drought during this Monsoon
Session, we observe that though this is a Monsoon Session, Monsoon has bid
a goodbye to a large part of our country. It is not something unusual.
Whenever there is heavy rainfall, there is a genuine reason behind it. Similarly,
whenever there is a deficiency in rainfall, there is a reason behind it. And,
whenever there are floods or droughts, there is a reason behind it. We are
passing through a revolutionary age of technology. We can convert hotness
into coldness and coldness into hotness. Science has developed so much!
Now, the only thing required is good planning. We should not start thinking
about checking or arresting drought after it occurs. But, we should make a
comprehensive plan beforehand because our Government knows which part
of the country has heavy rainfall and which part has less rainfall. There is
nothing unusual in the fact that drought comes every year. The map is before
us, and we are aware of the geography of our country; the only thing is,
planning should be made on the basis of what is going on. At present, about
320 districts of the country are seriously affected by drought.

So far as rainfall is concerned, it is below the normal figure by about
15 per cent. If we see the figures of the past years, the area covered by rainfall
seems to be like this. In the year 2000, 9.3 per cent of the area
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covered had excess rainfall'. In 2001, it covered 5.2 per cent area. In 2000,
61.2 per cent of the area had normal rainfall. In 2001, it was 84.4 per cent. In
2000, 29.5 per cent area had deficient rainfall. In 2001, it was 10.4 per cent.
This year the rainfall is less than the normal figure and the figure has not yet
come out. At least, | don't have the figures. It is a fact that Monsoon started a
bit earlier in the South East and in the North East also.

At least, | do not know this. But it is a fact that monsoon reached a
little earlier in the South-East and the North-East, while in the rest of the
country, the rainfall is negligible. By giving all this information, | want to draw
the attention of the Government to the totality of the situation as far as rainfall
in various States is concerned. The situation is almost the same. We have
to see how we can overcome this situation. Drought has affeoted -- | do not
want to remention all the States - Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh,
Karnataka and even irrigated areas of Haryana and Punjab. Crops have been
affected. There is a heavy loss of production in Bajara, Soyabean,
groundnuts, pulses, cotton, and kharif crops in various States. More important
point is, drought and floods never come alone. Many things like rural
unemployment, poverty, etc. accompany them. The agricultural labour
becomes jobless. As a result, poverty increases. During drought, ponds dry
up. As a result, people also face drinking water problems. Besides, drought
brings various diseases with it. Every year, in our country, in Kalahandi area
of Orissa, a large number of people die of starvation. Is it not known to the
Government? | want to know why it happens like this every year. If the
Government seriously thinks over this matter, | think, we can overcome the
situation. Besides human beings, animals also die of starvation. | have some
reports with me but | will not quote them because it is a lengthy information
and | do not want to take much time of the House. On the one hand, we are
facing drought-like situation in many parts of the country; on the other hand,
there are heavy floods in some other parts. So, there is a need to discuss
droughts and floods simultaneously. Presently, the North-Eastem region of
Assam and, partially, Bengal also, are facing flood like situations. On the one
hand, drought brings with it sufferings; on the other hand, floods take away
property and life.

One thing is, how can these onslaughts caused by floods and
drought be arrested? Of course, the Government comes up with relief
programmes. Madam, we have seen how the State Government of Tripura
tackled the whole situation with boldness the year before last year. The
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3.00 p.m.

relief went there, but it was not adequate. It went there after quite some time.
Perhaps, in the year 1999, -- if | am not wrong -- the State of West Bengal had
also experienced the same thing. The havoc caused by floods had damaged
thousands of acres of land in West Bengal. The relief did not go there.
Perhaps, it reached after a long time. ...(Time-bell)... Madam, | will take only
two more minutes. It is my maiden speech.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Maiden speech does mean that we start
getting floods.

SHRI MATIU\L SARKAR: Madam, | have not taken even ten minutes.
Now, what has been the experience there, in West Bengal? They have the
same experience. It has happened in West Bengal and Tripura. The other
States did not have such an experience. So there is discrimination. There is a
lot of discrimination in giving relief, in distributing money from the National
Calamity Relief Fund. This type of discrimination is causing a lot of problems
to these States. In the matter of tackling drought and floods, there should not
be any politics. We cannot politicise such things. | would urge upon the
Government to refrain from such an attitude. What should be done when we
are faced with a drought? Have the Government thought about alternative
crops, short duration crops? Have the Government thought about giving direct
compensation to the victims, to the cultivators, to the agricultural labourers?
Have the Government thought of helping those who are affected by drought,
by giving them alternative means of livelihood? There is the 'Food for Work'
Programme. But how much money has been given under the 'Food for Work'
Programme? Is it of the order that all the affected peopie could be
accommodated? Sir, | would suggest that there should be three types of
remedial works. One is that, there should be direct help to the victims and,
further, it should come promptly. It should not be like a fire brigade coming
after the house is burnt. That type of help is meaningless. So, there should be
immediate relief to those who are affected. And, as a short-term relief,
alternative crops could be thought of. But in order to tackle such calamities,
like drought, floods, etc., there should be a comprehensive plan on the part of
the Government so that we could identify the causes and precautionary
measures could be taken at an appropriate time. If the Government is sincere
enough to take up such schemes, it will not be very difficult for them to handle
the situation. Only the intention is required.
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While concluding, | will just give one example. In China, the river
Wanghou was once called the River of Curse. But, now, it has been converted
into a River of Blessings. So, the manpower, accompanied by science, can
bring about such revolutionary changes in the field of agriculture and social
life. In the end, | would say that there is rainfall in our country, but, water
drains out through the rivers into the seas. But let not the relief works drain out
in this manner. With these few words, | conclude my speech.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Ramachandra Khuntia. Mr. Khuntia,
| have to tell you one thing. There are three speakers from your party. Mr.
Pachouri has already taken half-an-hour. Now, the remaining time has to be
divided between you and Mr. Ahmed. Okay.

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Madam Deputy
Chairperson, | stand here to participate in the discussion on the drought
situation prevailing in Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Chattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and my State, Orissa. The situation
is very serious and alarming, and it is a matter of great concern for all of us. |
would like to say something, particularly about Orissa. In Orissa, in 1998, there
was a drought; in 1999,. there was a super-cyclone; in 2000, again, there was
a drought; in 2001, there were floods, and in 2002, again, there is a drought.
So, the situation is very serious and alarming in the State of Orissa. | would
like to draw the attention of the House to two things. | would like to quote a
newsitem which has appeared in the Economic Times of 16" July, 2002:

"The meteorological department's forecast of a fifteenth
successive 'normal’ monsoon seems to have gone awfully wrong.
As on 2™ July, 20 out of 36 meteorological subdivisions were
deficient in rainfall."

Madam, my point is, the Meteorological Department is there to
predict about the weather. What went wrong? Why has the prediction gone
wrong? | think, this thing must be inquired into. It is a matter of great concern
for the whole country. How has the prediction gone wrong? Why have the
people who are engaged in this field not given a correct prediction? Is it a
mechanical failure or is it due to some human error?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is an El Nino effect over the
monsoon. It changes all over the world.
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SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: Maybe. But, in this modern era, to
say that everything is natural calamity, whether it is drought or whether it is
flood, and the human beings have nothing to do, is not a correct thing. | think,
the human beings have a role to play, and in the modern era, the Government
can also do something to find out where the mistake has taken place. There
was a scheme, called the Drought-Prone Area Programme. | want to know
specifically about the total money spent by the Government on this scheme,
and the amount of money received by each State. | would also like to know
whether the Government of India is aware of the fact that many of the State
Governments have not utilised this money at all. Therefore, from 197.3, till
today, we are not getting the expected results from this programme. Somebody
said that there was some rain in Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and some other
areas. | want to put it on record that rain at this time is not useful when the
farming system is completely damaged. | also come from a farmers family. |
know about it. It may be useful in bringing down the temperature; it may be
useful for providing drinking water. But it is not useful for farming purposes. In
the western parts ©f Orissa, there is no rain, and there is not a drop of water. |
want to give some suggestions. If you go into the details, you will find that,
sometimes, the State Governments and the Central Government, instead of
giving help and assistance, are creating problems for the farmers. Take the
case of crop insurance. In some areas, it is said, as far as relief is concerned,
that if the damage is less than 50 per cent, tne fanners are not eligible to get
any sort of benefit, including crop insurance. That is wrong. If a person loses
40 per cent of the crop, he should get 40 per cent compensation. Why should
he not get anything? In the old Relief Code, it is mentioned that if the crop loss
is less than 50 per cent, it should not be declared as a drought-affected area.
This is wrong. J think this norm should be changed. As regards crop insurance
in my State, it is said that only those who are taking loans through the societies
are eligible to get compensation under the crop insurance scheme, and
persons who are not taking loans and investing their own money are not
eligible to get any compensation under the crop insurance scheme. This is also
wrong. There is another point which | had brought to the notice of the Finance
Minister, and which could not be resolved till date. There is a scheme with
respect to fertilizer retail shops. In a general situation, in case there is a
burglary, the agents will get the claim. But in the case of a super cyclone, if
there is some loss, the agents will not get the claim. Of course, the agents in
Guijarat get the claim. This is gross injustice. There cannot be a
discrimination between one State
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and another under an insurance scheme. If anybody is getting the benefit, all
the people should get the benefit. Why should there be a discrimination
between Gujarat and Orissa? This insurance scheme should also facilitate the
farmers to get the claim. The farmers should not be deprived of their legitimate
claim under this scheme.

Madam, | would also like to mention about lift irrigatbn in Orissa. | am
sorry to say. There are 15,200 lift irrigation points in Orissa which can provide
water to 3 lakh hectares of land. At least, these 3 lakh hectares of land could
have been saved, if they, had been properly utilised. But, now, the World
Bank, the IMF and the DHD are there in the State. What the Orissa
Government wants to do is to hold discussions with the DFID; and it wants to
revive the Lift Irrigation Corporation and give the lift irrigation points to the
farmers in the name of pani panchayat. But it is not working, and the'farmers
are not getting the benefit. Out of the 15,200 lift irrigation points, only 500 lift
irrigation points have been handed over to the farmers in the last two years.
The State Government says that unless the farmers take over the lift irrigation
points, it will not give water, even if there is famine or drought. The
Government of Orissa is not allowing the farmers to take water from these
15,200 lift irrigation points. If they had been allowed to take water, 3 lakh
hectares of agricultural land in Orissa could have been saved. So, | urge upon
the Government of India to give necessary instructions to the State
Government to give water to the farmers. The Government of India should give
adequate assistance for the repair and maintenance of the existing lift irrigation
points and also for providing more lift irrigation points. In the north and other
parts of India, sufficient groundwater is not available. But in the case of eastern
parts of the country, only 16-18% of the groundwater is utilised. There is
adequate groundwater in the eastern parts of the country. The Central
Government should give adequate funds for providing and maintaining these
lift irrigation points. Some Members have mentioned about the KBK districts.
We all know about the KBK districts where starvation deaths are still going on.
There is one programme for the KBK districts, which is also being
implemented. | am sorry to inform the House that the long-term action plan in
regard to the KBK districts, which was given to the Government of India by the
State Government, has not been approved so far by the Planning Commission.

| would like to make one more point. The State Government has no
money to spend on any developmental work or any other programme.
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The State Government has taken a loan of Rs. 23,000 crores and they are
paying an interest of Rs. 3,000 crores every year. They do not have money to
spend. Whatever money is given to the Orissa Government that money does
not reach the people. There is a demand from the State Government of Orissa
and from all parts of the State to declare Orissa as a special-category State
and give more assistance to the State so that it can come out of the grave
situation. When the Prime Minister came to Orissa, he assured that the-
demand of declaring Orissa as a special-category State would be considered.
But nothing has been done so far.

Madam, so far as coal royalty is concerned, the coal royalty has not
been revised since 1996. Orissa is the worst affected State. Even the Finance
Commission had recommended that those coal producing States should be
compensated adequately where coal royalty has not been increased. If coal
royalty is increased, Orissa would be able to get more than Rs. 1,000 crores
and would become stable financially. Until and unless the State Government
has financial stability and utilises the money which is given by the Central
Government, the State cannot deliver goods.

| would like to make one more point. The Agriculture Minister who is
sitting here is very much interested in the cause of farmers. As | mentioned
earlier, the farmers of Orissa are committing suicide because they have not
been able to sell their paddy. The Government price of paddy is Rs. 520/- to
Rs. 580/- per quintal. But they are bound to sell it at Rs. 250/- to Rs. 400/- per
quintal; whereas the price of paddy is Rs. 2.50/-to Rs. 4/- per kg. The farmers
are purchasing seeds at a rate of Rs. 10/-per kg. Now the fertilizer subsidy has
also been reduced. So the farmers ' are not able to sell the paddy. It is a related
issue. If the farmer is not able to sell the produce, he would not be interested in
cultivation. Unless and until the farmers are interested in cultivation, the farming
community, the agriculture workers which constitute 80 per cent of our
population, will be out of job.

| urge upon the Agriculture Minister to look into this matter and give
necessary instructions to the FCI to procure paddy at an appropriate price.

| join my other colleagues who have spoken on this subject. The
Government must have a contingency plan. We all know which are the areas
affected by floods every year. So we must have a contingency plan. The plan
which was made in 1973, has proved to be a failure. It has not
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served the purpose. The Government must think aljout it seriously and
prepare an action plan to meet the grave situation in the country. As |
mentioned earlier, the situation in many parts of the country especially in
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa is very alarming. It may
become a famine like situation and hundreds of people might die due to
starvation if the situation is not controlled. Therefore, the Government of India
must think about it seriously and take appropriate action before anything
happens.

INFORMATION TO THE HOUSE RE. RESULT OF PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION - 2002

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have to make an announcement in the
House. The Returning Officer, Shri R.C. Tripathi, who is the Secretary-
General of Rajya Sabha, after the counting of the votes for the Presidential
election, under the Presidential and the Vice-Presidential Elections Act 1952,
has declared Shri A.P.J. Abul Kalam as the President of India.

He has got 89.58 per cent votes. This House sends its
congratulations to the newly elected President. Parliament means the
President and both the Houses of Parliament. So, he is a part of us.

AN HON. MEMBER: Madam, can you tell us how many votes were
polled in his favour?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He got 9,22,884 votes and the second
candidate got 1,07,366 votes.

| have another announcement to make. Shri P. Prabhakar Reddy has
been appointed as the new Vice-Chairperson on the Panel and | would like to
give him a chance to preside the House. | hope you will all cooperate with
him. Shri Reddy, | suppose, you are a lawyer. Don't use too much of law. | am
not a lawyer. | am, basically, a scientist. But the main thing is running the
House, which is, mainly, with the co-operation of the Members and not really
the Rules book nor the knowledge of law. But, | am quite sure, you will be a
good Vice-Chairperson on the Panel. And | request the entire House to be co-
operative with him. When he rings the bell, please sit down.

[Sumreae (sft dt aurey ¥ dorii gu)
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