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the lines? They are there historically.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He did not interrupt you. So, please do
not interrupt him.

SHRI B.J. PANDA: Madam, | would like to point out to the hon.
Members that this plan of bifurcation is not to uproot the lines, but to set up an
authority where the major portion of the lines exists so that further
development projects for which allocations have been made, can actually be
implemented. Madam, this development process should go on, and, as you
rightly pointed out, it has no bearing whatsoever on the country's integrity. As
the hon. Member, Shri Pranab babu, has pointed out, since pressures are
being built, there is no reason to submit to those pressures.. It should be a
rational decision as to what is good for the country. We should support this,
and this must be implemented.
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RE. SEVERE DROUGHT IN ANDHRA PRADESH

T, 3TN UL, ISTHHR (AT T<eT): B bl & WK 4RV $© T8l (3l | Let me
say a few words about it, Madam.#<q # 3T Igd-9gd MURT § S Mo 21
drought R @ei™ &1 HieT 11 ... (Interruptions)....

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We will have a discussion. But let us go
procedurally.

DR. ALU\DI P. RAJKUMAR: Andhra Pradesh is reeling under a
severe drought. Out of 1100 Mandals, 900 are in the grip of a severe drought.
Recently, in the second week of July, our Agriculture Minister has come to
Delhi and met the Union Agriculture Minister. He has given a clear
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picture about the drought in the State. Unfortunately, the Union Agriculture
Minister has not taken this matter seriously. On the 25" July, when our Chief
Minister, Mr. Chandrababu Naidu, had come to Delhi, he met the hon. Prime
Minister and submitted a memorandum about the rainfall in Andhra Pradesh
being minus 49 per cent. That was till 23" July. After the 23" July, till today, if
you see the position, it will go beyond minus 50. So, our Chief Minister has
requested the Prime Minister to release immediately Rs.650 crores as well as
10 lakh tonnes of rice for the 'Food for Work' scheme.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | understand.
it efreretayy (ufeat drer) : BIS B a1 S IRGR | a9 a1 firerm |

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Madam, | request the Leader of the
House to impress upon the Agriculture Minister as well as the Prime Minister
the need for this. The most unfortunate thing is this. Yesterday, the Agriculture
Minister was speaking to the Press and the electronic media. He has totally
neglected Andhra Pradesh. It is very sad. ...(Interruptions)....

IR : T IS WU | ... (T ) ...

DR. P. ALLADI RAJKUMAR: Andhra Pradesh has had more than
minus 50 per cent rainfall. This has given us a lot of pain and agony.
...(Interruptions)....
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DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Madam, through you, | request the
Leader of the House to impress upon the Prime Minister the need to take the
necessary action immediately to save Andhra Pradesh from drought. Thank
you very much.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let me put the record straight. We had a
long discussion. The Agriculture Minister was here. We discussed and he
replied. You all had a chance to speak. Now, rainfall is in the hands of the Rain
God. We are not getting it. Even in Maharashtra, there is no rain.
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DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Madam, | am talking about the
Agriculture Minister. He has totally neglected Andhra Pradesh. With agony, |
am requesting the Leader of the House, through you, to impress upon
him...(Interruptions)..._.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): We have to
discuss the Action-Taken report.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The whole problem is this. | sometimes
wonder, sitting over here. All the States complain that they have been
neglected. Then, which State is being taken care of? We have to find out
that. We have to do some kind of research. ...(Interruptions) ...........

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: You talk about your State. Why do
you object? After all, this is the Council of States.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the Leader of the Opposition is
saying something. ...(Interruptions).... Order, please. Manmohan Singhii.

RE. FLOOD SITUATION IN ASSAM

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH (Assam): Madam Deputy Chairman,
whether these are droughts or floods, this year, they are a cause of concern.
And therefore, it is entirely legitimate that the Member should be agitated
about it. We had a discussion on the drought, but, Madam, through you, |
would like to bring to the notice of the Government the serious flood situation
that prevails in Assam, leading to serious disruption of rail communications
between the North-Eastern States and the rest of the country. Despite the
pleas of the State Government, unfortunately, the Central Government has
done nothing to come to the aid of the State Government. The State
Government of Assam is faced with a very serious financial crisis. It has no'
resources, either for relief or rehabilitation. |, therefore, urge the Central
Government to pay special attention to the needs of States like Assam, which
are faced with floods of unprecedented severity this year.

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Madam, | also associate
myself with the sentiments expressed by the hon. Member, Dr. Manmohan
Singh.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Manmohan Singh, you can start the
Special Mention.
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