
[30 July, 2002] RAJYA SABHA 

world; and we have even declared the year 2001 as the Women's 

Empowerment Year and have taken up many programmes for the socio-

economic empowerment of our women. One of the important programmes that 

we have in India is DWCRA, Self-help Groups. Out of seven lakh groups in the 

country, Andhra Pradesh alone has 4.12 lakh groups comprising 55 lakh 

women from Below the Poverty Line households. No State in India has such a 

huge number of women involved in such a successful Self-help Groups. But 

the support that we are extending to them is not sufficient. We have to take 

measures in regard to training and capacity building, technology and market 

support in order to sustain and strengthen them. There is also a need to 

extend insurance cover to all the members of the DWCRA Groups and 

whatever premium has to be paid to the insurance company has to be borne 

by the Central Government. The Government of Andhra Pradesh has started 

the DWMRA Scheme, a programme for the development of urban-poor 

minority community women. I request the Government for granting more 

financial assistance and extending insurance cover to this Group also. The 

Government of Andhra Pradesh is striving hard to create more and more Self-

help Groups in order to empower the women and improve their economic 

condition. I would like to request the Central Government to release more 

funds for Andhra Pradesh in order to achieve the target of 14 per cent set by 

the Central Government by 2004.   Thank you. 

SHRI    RAVULA   CHANDRA   SEKAR   REDDY   (Andhra   Pradesh): 

Madam, I would like to associate myself with this issue. Thank you. 

Need to start special train from Jasideeh railway station and to provide 

Passenger Amenities 
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Need for free transportation of potable water by railways for Rajasthan 
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 Awareness programmes on environmental protection 

SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR (Karnataka): Madam, I rise to mention 

the enormous problems which arise on account of anti-environment activities, 

and the callous attitude of the Government in preventing them. We are all 

aware of the problem of water scarcity in the country. This problem has 

become an integral part of our life for years now; especially, the level of the 

underground water is going down and down. Before it gets exhausted, we 

should revive it; otherwise, the consequences might prove very grave. Severe 

deforestation has been taking place for decades resulting in environment 

imbalance, huge shortfall of rain, rise in temperature levels, etc. Unending 

usage of polythene, insufficient afforestation programmes,   ever-growing  

population,   industrial  waste  disposal  througn 
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