RAJYA SABHA [12 August, 2002]

Al flights to European countries

2076. SHRINANA DESHMUKH: Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Air India had stopped its flights to some European
countries and other destinations in Australia and Korea;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and
{c) what steps are being taken to resume the flights?

THE MINISTER OF STATE INTHE MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
(SHRI SHRIPADYESSO NAIK): (a) and (b) Air India stopped its operations
to: (i) Perth (effective 24 October, 19396); (i) Seoul (28 March, 1999);
(iii) Frankfurt (effective 29 April, 1999) and (iv) Rome and Manchester
(effective 1 May, 1999). The discontinuation of flights to above stations
was part of the route rationalisation exercise with the objective of
deployment of capacity on more profitable routes and weeding out non-
profitable routes.

{c) Air India plans to operate to Frankfurt later during the current
year. However, this will be based on the financial viability of the operations.

Flights from Bangalore to major cities of Karnataka

2077. SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN:
SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN:

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Govemment have received any requests to operate Indian
Airlines/private airlines to link major cities of Kamataka with Bangalore;

(b} if so, whether Government have conducted any study of the air
traffic potential in the region; and

(c) if so, whether the Ministry of Civil Aviation has agreed to start air
operations of Indian Airlines from Bangalore to the other major cities of
Kamataka?

THE MINISTER OF STATE INTHE MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
(SHRI SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK): {(a) to (c) At present, only Managalore is
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connected with Banyalore in Karnataka by Alliance Air and Jet Airways
as per the following details:
Alliance Air:
‘Chennai-Bangaiore-Mangalere and retum—3 flights/week

(*The above flights are temporarily withdrawn we.f 15.6.2002 to
30.9.2002)

Jet Airways:
Bangalore-Mangalore-Bangalore — Daily

Due to commitment of fleet, Indian Airlines has no plans at present
to airlink Bangalore with major cities of Karnataka.

Jet Airways had conducted market survey to connect Hubli/Belgaum/
Mysore with Bangalore but due to commercialtechnical reason, operations
on these routes are not found feasible. Further, airlines provide air services
to specific places taking into consideration the traffic demand and
commercial viability subject to compliance of route dispersal guidelines.

Ret:ate to Government employees

2078. SHRI RAJNATH SINGH 'SURYA': Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION ba pleased to state:

(a) whether the Al is giving some rebateffacilities to Government
servants travelling officially by this carmier;

(b} if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government servants on personal journays will also get
some concessions, efc.; and

{d) it not, whether Govemnment wouid consider such a proposal for
promoting tourism and attracting more passengers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE INTHE MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
(SHRI SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK): (a) and (b) Air India is offering following
facilities to Government servants travelling on official duty

() Attractive discounts on Air india flown revenue.
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