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206 Special [RAJYA SABHA) Mentions

The question is:

"That the Members of Rajya Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply grateful
to the President for the Address which she has been pleased to deliver to both the
Houses of Parliament assembled together on February 25, 2008."

The motion is adopted.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall, now, take up Special Mentions.

SPECIAL MENTIONS
Demand to declare underground fire in Jharia Coal Field a National Disaster

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Sir, I draw the special attention of the
House towards the situation prevailing in 600 square kilometres of Jharia Coal Field area
affecting 7 lakh people in Jharkhand and Raniganj Coalfield area in West Bengal due to
underground fire having serious social, economic, infrastructural and environmental
consequences.

Recently, I visited several places of Jharia fire affected area and seen men, women and
children living in area where poisonous gas is emitting, subsidence is taking place and
underground fire coming out. Several railway tracks are under threat. Railway line and station
through Jharia have already been closed. The RSP College in Jharia with its 6000 students
and Jharia's Central Water Supply in ‘Zone-1', according to the report of the Central Mining
Research Institute, is under serious threat stating ‘the rate of progress of fire in zone-1 is in
the range of 8-3 metre per month'.

Presently, the matter is being handled by the Coal Ministry through Coal PSUs, ECL and
BCCL as operating agencies. The lackadaisical approach of Coal Ministry can be seen in the
notice issued by BCCL to Jharia College to shift from its present location as they 'deem fit',
Thus, lakhs of affected people have become victims on both counts.

I urge the Central Government to consider such a disaster as a national disaster and act
accordingly before a huge tragedy occurs. I request the Prime Minister to personally intervene
to ensure formation of -coordinating bodies of all concerned Union Ministries and Stated
Governments aiming at protecting lives and livelihood of all sections of affected people,
environment and areas by controlling underground fire as far as possible and wherever
required, resettlement and rehabilitation of all sections of affected people. Thank you.

Request to continue the CGHS facilities to accredited Journalists
and their Families
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