
168    Short duration [RAJYASABHA] Discussion 
SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION 

Unprecedented price rise of commodities in the country—Contd. 
 

�
�A �=  �=�� (�� ��
��  �ह): ���� ���� ��� ��ह�, 0J��  �� �ह �ह� E&2 ह& 4, �
 
���� :� �ह� �� E��� ह
��  �� �
4 :���� ह� �ह� �� ��9�& �� �ह�� �& k :�)�0�9E� �&�� , 
�
 �ह� �ह� ��� ह����  ���9� ��7 �� �ह&� ह� �& E� �L �c ��7�, �
 ��&�0� ��7�, �
 
��&�0� ��7� ह# , :���  -� �'�  �Sk�  �
;� ह#, +��� ��� �J ��� �ह� �� ����, �4 ��� म! 
�� म� �
$�� ह< �  �� ����#��� �& E��� :��� ���� ह#  �� :���  �
;� ह#, ह����  ���;��� 
��  �
 ह#  +��� �ह �� ह
��  ह& - ��…. 

 

 �G �8 ��)� �H� 5���I� ���	= , J�' #� ��
6���� �
��- ��)� (`� E�� 
�0��): 6�� ���;��� �� ��� ����  �� �0%���� ��? 

 

 ��� ���	� ���ह� ���� (+u� ?��E): �ह ���;��� �� ��X��� ��  ��&��� ह# * 
 

 �� ��
��  �ह: �ह� -� ����� ����� �� ह# * :���- �Sk� ह
�� ������ �L �c 
��7� �� :��
 ��� � ��K�, 0ह �0%� ��� �ह� ��K��� * :��� �4 ����  U�� �ह�< ह#  
����� �L �c �� �
4 ����-���� �ह� ह# * ��� ह��� �� �<k� �� �L �c ��7� �� �
 :� �ह� �� 
6�1 ��� ���� �� �ह� ह# , �
 �ह� ��� �� �ह� ����� ��  �� ���� ह# * 
 

 ��� ��� ��ह�, �� ��K���  �� :� ����  ���� �� ���� U�� ह#, �� 0� �L �c 
�� �&'� �ह� ह#  �� �� 0� �0u �� �&'� �� �ह� ह# * ���� ��ह�� �
  �ह ह
��, ������ �� ह#  
�� ह
�� �� $��ह- ��, 0���� �� ह# , :� �ह� �� �� "�. ���
ह� >�ह �� E��� ह
��, 
6�1�� ����1 �
 ���� �<�� ��X������ ����� �� ���� ह# , 0ह �J ��K�� ह< �  �� ����� 
�� ह#  �� ����� ��  ���-��� �0����ह� ?��� ��7� �� �� ह#  म! ���x� �� �� 6�1 म! �ह 
�ह��  �� �ह� ह< � , :��� ��� �^� ��� *cannot help asking a question that, even in February of 

2008 we had a manageable inflation rate, which even the Reserve Bank of India wiil,accept 

as corrects hovering around 4 per cent, then what has actually gone wrong in a period 

barely of six weeks, to suddenly make it spiral to almost 7.5 per cent? That is the question 

that troubled me yesterday, which is why I started by saying that I really had no intention of 

participating in this discussion but these questions compelled me. 

There is another confession I wish to make, Sir, that when I demitted office in May of 

2004,1 had given an assurance to somebody that—it was sought and I gave it—I will not 

criticise the Finance Minister. Part of it is that I have also served in that Ministry and I 

cannot be disloyal to the officials who worked with me or the cause of the Ministry. If I am 

compelled, however, to participate in their discussion, it is only because of the vital centrality 

of this discussion, of the importance of the discussion, because inflation generates, in its 

own fashion not, just price rise, but a sense of uncertainty, a sense as if Governance was now 

rudderless, that nobody was in control. That is extremely dangerous and it is extremely 

damaging not just to the Government, Sir, it is extremely damaging to the entire national 

psyche. We thought that from the Government, or from the Ministers of the Government we 

would received a great deal of edification and we would be benefited by what they say has 

actually gone wrong. That is why I read with great care the hon. the Finance Minister's short 

intervention here and I also went through the hon. Agriculture Minister's intervention in the 

other House. All that has been said is that this is largely on account of a kind of global 

inflationary phenomenon, and India being a part of that total scheme of globalisation, the 

consequences of it must inevitably affect India also. I am sorry, Sir, to term this application 

as rather disingenous, I find it unacceptably evasive and it, in effect is also very unkind to the 

citizens, particularly those who are barely able to afford even a daily meal. Sir, let me spend 

a little time with the Finance Minister having gone through all that the hon. Finance Minister 

said that it dispappoints because neither he nor any after representative  of the Finance 
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Ministry is here. It is my disappointment, Sir, because you cannot have a discussion on price 
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particulary, Sir, the Fiance Minister said that because there is a pattern of 
global inflation, therefore, we are also now, suffering from it. I beg to differ on the fundamental 
of this proposition, because, firstly, if it is globally a phenomenon which we are beginning to 
import, what are we actually importing and from where so that this phenomenon afflicts us, 
too. The very high importer today, actually the highest importer in the world, is possibly the 
United States of America. But the United States of America is not suffering an inflation 
certainly of not more than 3 per cent per annum. Why do have we have this 7 per cent and 
why just in the last six weeks? This very same globalisation debate has gone on for very 
long, what has sudenly gone wrong now? Then we were told, I do not recollect, Sir, which 
hon. Minister had said it, that this is on account of the change in the pattern of the land use 
in the United States of America, again disingenuous, again misleading. The United State of 
America has taken to transferring land which was under cultivation.more particularly of 
corn and using it for either alternative biofuel or other varieties.non- food varieties. Corn, 
Sir, as it is, in the United States of America, no doubt, the hon. Agriculture Minister knows, 
is already receiving a subsidy. Those who produce corn receive a subsidy on not producing 
it. I could be wrong in exactitude of the figures that a sum of roughly 30,000 dollars every 
two years for not growing corn. Corn in the United States of America is animal feed, it is not 

food for human beings. �6�� ���� �� :����1 ��  ��- :;����� ह
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 ह����  �&/� �� ह&� ह#   Sir, the whole concept of SEZ, Special 

Economic Zones, without question introduced 
by the NDA Government, of which I too had the honour of being a part and so of this 
decision too, was to promote export, having ahieved that result partially most of the SEZs, 
established and intended, were to be in coastal India and on land that is not agriculturally 
productive. I must submit, Sir, that the UPA Government in office indulged in and we are a 
witness to what I can only call an orgy of SEZ expansion, a completely unreasonable, 
unwarranted and unacceptable growth of this kind of misuse. So all this was unacceptable. 
 Just one additional point 1 would say, which would particularly be or relevance to the 

Agriculture Minister �ह ?����� ��� ह# ; �L �c* ������ �L �c ��7� �� ���� ��� �
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undamentally cultural that if we shift away from that foundation of our country, we commit a 
great wrong. We have begun to shift in States and in the Centre and this is also partly to 
account for it. Two or three other things  wish to say. Where actually have we seen the price 
rise? We have seen it in wheat, we haveseen it in rice, we have seen it in pulses, we have seen 
it in oil and to me personally—though 
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I don't go to buy vegetables but I do live in Delhi and I eat vegetables—is the acceleration in 
the price of vegetables. Sir, amongst the other exceptional aspects of India is that we are the 
only country in the world which will not use animal fat for cooking. All other world uses 
animal fat for cooking. So, it is clear that India has a very large requirement of edible oils. 
We are not a meat-eating people. Lot of us do eat meat but it does not make the whole of 
India as a meat eating country. If there is a shortage of wheat or rice in the western countries, 

they absorb it through an increase in what is consumed by way of meat. ह����  ��- ह���� 
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Myanmar, Sir, the pulses trade has been captured, and I share it with 
you, Mr. Agriculture Minister, for consideration of your Government, by Chinese traders, 
The consequence of this is that the Indian demand for pulses is, today, being managed, in 
Myanmar, by Chinese traders and it is used, partly, politically. When we demand either the 
price goes up or the supply fails. So, please attend to that. 
I tried to study even the hon. Finance Minister's intervention. We are not an importer of 
wheat; except marginally that also last year. We are not essentially importer of rice; you we 
are an importer of vegetable oils but We are not importers of vegetables. We are importers of 
pulses about which I have stated. May I submit, Sir, the principal difficulty and 
mismanagement, which tantamounts to almost unforgivable mismanagement, is on account 
of the eroded stocks of grains? I have here with me a Chapter which I do not want to read 
fully, it is from the Economic Survey of 2007-08. Sir, the Economic Survey is the Bible of 
the Finance Ministry. It is also for us a standard text for reference. If I take only the question 
of buffer-stock and buffer-stock management, and for those of your who might be interested 
if you read page 177, you will find that since January, 2004, when the NDA Government 
demitted office, the buffer-stocks were much higher than what they are today. In fact, in the 
years 2001 and 2003 - this is what the Economic Survey is saying - "witnessed high levels of 
stock build up in the Central Pool. The foodgrain stocks reached a peak of 64.7 million 
tonnes - an all-time record." This, in January, 2008, by buffer stock norms, was lower than 
even these buffer norms, and he actual stock was only 7.7 million tonnes. Against 64.7 
million tonnes, you have only 7.7 million tonnes which tells its own tale. But it has a 
consequence. That consequence is; when it comes to be know that the buffer-stock is 
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There I caution the Government. Please do not go back to a regime of artificial controls, 
ineffective and unimplimentable controls. All that you will do is to drive all the stock 
underground and the raids will go to what I call black-market raids. You will encourage a 

black-market to come into being. ह���  ��� ���� -� ����� ��  �T� �� �9� ?��E �� 
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 ������� �� �ह� ह# * Sir, there was a debate yesterday, very 

short lived, on this while question. The whole question centred then on whether this shortage 
and this inflationary spurt is on account of supply side mismanagement or not. You know 
very well, Sir, that I am not an economist. I endeavour to educate myself every time such 
questions arise, whether it is my distinguished friends, Shri Arun Shourie or the former 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, I tap their brains, so that I am able to learn a little bit. 
I must submit, Sir, that the Government itself is, deliberately, not attending to the question of 
the other side of the inflationary aspect, which is demand pull. If there is, still today, four 
years plus down the line of this Government's being in office, a supply side management 
problem, then, Sir, that in itself is a comment on the ineffectiveness, inefficiency and the 
incompetence of this Government. But, there is another aspect, which is this. I was horrified 
when I reflected on it, Sir. It is not so much a monetary problem as it is of aggregate demand 
going up. Please examine it. I really had no answer to that. A question was asked today, 
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���-��* I We have created a climate in this country, Sir. I will give you the 

figure, which is astounding. Investement from the United States of America in India, up to 
March this year; a nine-month investment drew a return of 75 per cent. Now, this is what 

resulted in a gross over supply of money. ��� ���� ��  ��� ������ "M�� ह#, ह����  �
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t, the strength of the rupee is — please try to understand — not any kind of an index of 

national virility of its symbol. It is a simple economic measure. If I am not mistaken, Sir — 

the former Governor of the Reserve Bank is sitting here; he would correct me if I am wrong— 

the Exchange Rate Mechanism is the responsibility of the Ministry of Finance and the Foreign 

Exchange Reserves' management is the responsibility of the Reserve Bank of India. I would 

like to request. Dr. Bimal Jalan to correct me if I am wrong, because I do not want to make 

a wrong statement. Am I correct, Sir, in what 1 have said? 

DR. BIMAL JALAN (Nominated): Sir, the Reserve Bank acts as per the policy which is 

acceptable to the Government of India. So, you can decide. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI ARUN SHOURIE (Uttar Pradesh): The Government is doubly responsible. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Yes, the Government becomes doubly responsible, �� �0�� ���< 
��  �
 �0�� ���� ह#  – �ह �� �
�1 �
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0��� ����� �� �0��� ��� ��  ;���� �� ��,  if I am not mistaken. Now, you have a situation 

here where the exchange rate has 
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also multiplied. Then Mouritius-to-India is tax free? Here, I am also partly guilty, Sir. Becuase 
when I had this responsibility, I accept that I had made this mistake, I did make this mistake. 

We have free dividend, as it is not taxable. �X��� �
 )J6� �� ����, ����� �"�0"�) 
taxable �ह� ह
��* ...(N�0���)... 0ह ���� double taxation �� ह#, I was persuaded 

by this argument and how I think, I was wrong. Now of curse, I say it in retrospect, 

but I, still think I was wrong because what has happened is, Sir �� �� ह� �ह�� �&�ह 
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Delhi is not a very good city. I tend to agree with her. But �
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once to the hon. The Prime Minister. Besides, ther are far too manyu economists in 

this Government. �J E�� ���< ��  ��i0�;� �2� }� �� 0ह ह���� �0�� �� �&� ��* ��, 
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�� �&� i��� ��� * ?��� ��7� �� ��  �I�� �� �����  ह#? ?��� ��7� �� �&� -� �0%0-
�0i��� ��=-E�;7� ह# * �0u ��7� ह# , 0ह ��=-E�;7� �ह� ह# , 0ह -� �& E� )J6��E� 
0��� ह#, �� +��
 ह����  ��71 ��, �� ��  ����� �ह �^��� :��� ��� �� ह#  �� �� 
+��
 ���� �� �� �� ह
��  ��� ह#  �� �J )J6��%� 0��� �� ह< �  �� ��=-E�;7� �� ह< � *  �
 
:� �� �'� ��6�� ह
�� ह#  6�1�� 0ह ��=-N�0;�� �� �#�����) �� ����  ह# , 0ह )J6� ��  
�����-���<� ��  U�� k
)�-k
)�  ��$ ����  �ह��  ह#  ����� ���
 �� ह��
 �<� ����. 
ह
�� �ह� *  In consequence the larger management of the economy suffers.  

  

��, ���� ����� �M:�) ह#, E��� -� ���)� ����  �Jl��� ह#  �� �0u ��7� �� ��  �Jl��� ह# , 
����  -�  ���)� �Jl��� ह# * �
 :��� ���  ��� �)��� ह#  �� +� ��� �)�1 ��  $6�� ��, +���  
confusion �� �
4 �� ���-���� ��;�� �
 �� * �
 -� ���)� �Jl��� ��� ह����  �L �c ��7� 
n���, 0ह �& E� ह! । �� ह���  �� ��  
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�
$� �� :9ह1��  �ह �<� 6�1 ��? �.� �� �� �
$� �� ��� 2�- �� घ
'� �� ��� ��  
l
�� �� ���� ह# * �
 +9ह1��  �ह� �� :9ह1��  -� ���)� �Jl��� ह#  �� �ह �
 ����� �T 
�ह� ह# , :���  ����  ��  6�� ���� ��-? ��, ?�:� ��:� �� -� �&���� ��� �� U�� �
4 
���)� ह# * ����  ��cH �� �ह ह#, �J ��� ���
 ��3� �ह<�  �
 0ह ����  ��- �&�� ह# , �� 
�� �&� ��� �� �� +��� U�� �ह� ��� ह#  0ह ह����  �ह&� �Sk�  ��7 ह#, +9ह1��  �� �ह� 
�� U�� ���)� ह# * �
 �ह $�� ह# * 
 

 ��, ���� ����� �M:�) ह#, म! ���
 ����� $�ह< ���* �� ह���� ����"�� ����� 
�T ��� ह# * �#��  ���� ह#  �� ��� �
 ह���� ����"�� ह#,  , this I call 'a fiscal overhang trap.' 

Sir, the fertiliser subsidy has 
risen from Rs. 30,000 crore to Rs. 105,000 crores. This has not yet been declared but that is 
the figure. The problem with fertiliser subsidy and the fertiliser cost price is that the subsidy 
does not benefit the farmer. The hon. the Krishi Mantri knows this as well as we do. It 
mostly goes to the trader. Every successive Government tried to avoid it. We also struggled 
to find a way to avoid this; we failed. So, the fertiliser subsidy has gone up to Rs. 105,000 
crores The food subsidy, the hon. the Agriculture Minister said, has gone up to Rs. 40,000 
to Rs. 45,000 crores. No; Sir. May I submit that it has gone up to Rs. 58,000 crores. For 
banks, you have voluntarily said, it is Rs. 60,000 crores.For hydrocarbons, petroleum products, 
etc., there is minimum additional Rs. 30,000 crores. Sir, this comes to a total of Rs. 2,53,000 
crores. You can dispute it and reduce it to, say, Rs. 2,50,000 crores. This is not there in the 
Budget. This is a fiscal overhang. It is a time-bomb of explosive price-rise, he has explained 
this ...(Interruptions) and, of course, there is nothing in the Budget. ...(Interruptions) Also, 
Sir, he is right! That is why the World Bank chose him directly from the college. The Pay 
Commission bill is yet to come. All these things, the States, the Centre, Rs. 2,50,000 crores 
of unaccounted, un-mentioned budgetary overhang, are a fiscal trap. It is not simply a fiscal 
trap, it is a kind of a time-bomb. 

Sir, I come to my final point. If there are too many economists in the Finance Ministry, I 

am sorry to say that there are far too many senior Ministers in this Government who have 

constantly and, most lately, have again begun to snipe yet at the hon. the Prime Minister, 

very senior Minister are now openly suggesting that the young son of the Congress President 

be made the next Prime Minister. The vote has not yet taken place. Elections have not been 

announced to the Lok Sabha but that is being announced. Please consider for a moment 

... (Interruptions) 

DR. E.M. SUDARSANANATCHIAPPAN (Tamil Nadu): You have chosen Shri Advani 

as your Prime Ministerial candidate. Why can't we do that? (Interruptions) 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN (Kerala): You have already announced Mr. L.K. Advani as your 

Prime Ministerial candidate. What is wrong if ...(Interruptions) You have openly said that 

Shri L.K. Advani is your Prime Ministerial candidate. What do you have to say about that? 

(Interruptions) 

�� 5�������: �"��E� �Sk� ह
 �ह� ह# * �ह �ह�� ?�:� ��:� �� �"��E� ह
 
�ह� ह#? ...(N�0���)...  

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Prof. Kurien and Mr. Dhawan are such old friends, Sir, that I 

really have no heart to refute what they have said except that when Prof. Kurien sits here; he 

becomes very unkind to me. (Interruptions). 

SHRI ARUN SHOURIE: Here, the substitute for the existing Prime Minister has been 

announced. You are also announcing a substitute for the existing Prime Minister. That is the 

point. 
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SHRI R.K. DHAWAN (Bihar): Elections have not yet taken place. The people of this 

country have not decided it but you have decided it. 

�� ��
��  �ह:  ���� ���� �<��� ह# * ....(K

@��)... 

 

 �� D� �= 0 @
�: ����  �� �"6���� �� ���� ह#, :���- ����  ��� ?%� +l� ���� 
ह# * �� ���
 ��� � ��� ह#, �
 �Sk� �ह��� �� �� �� ���� ��� �0��� �� 
��....(K

@��)... �� :� ��� �
 �0��� �� ����-, 6�1�� ���
 ��� �ह� �ह� ��, 
����  �"6���� �� ���� ह#  * 
 

 �� �

��  �ह:  �0� ��ह�, �ह� �# ���� ��= �� �ह� ह< � *  ....(K

@��)...  

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 

AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI V. 

NARAYANASAMY): Varied opinions may come. 
SHRI J ASWAN T SINGH: Of course. Absolutely. But that is not a sycophantic point. The 
spokesperson has just come back to the House and she has very staunchly and boldly asserted, 

qua to senior Minister, that we don't want any sycophantic talk. We welcome that. ��� �� 
�
�1 �
 �� ��I�<� ���� $��ह-* �� 0� :���- ह���  "�0 ���
ह� >�ह �� �� �ह� ��= 
���� �� �� +��� �&;���� � ��K�* E�ह ��� ��  +� 0> ���E�ह �ह��*  

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, the discussion is about price rise. 

 
�� ��
��  �ह:  �ह ?�:� ��:� ��  ��� �&'� ह# * ....(K

@��)... �� �����  ह# , ���� ��� ��ह� , 
�� E�ह ��� �
, ������� ��  ��  ���� �� , �&��� ����� �
�ह/�� ��  +��� k��� �� घ&)�� ���� k< ��  
�� +��� ���  ����� �� +��
 :�� ��� ���� ��  �ह����  ��  "�� ���� ��* �ह�� �� >����� �-, 
�ह�� �� >����� ��  ���  ���� �� .�ह ��* ���� ��� �-, �# :��ह�� �� ����� ��  �ह� �� �ह� ��  
�ह� ���� ह# , ��  �ह� �� ���� ह# * ���� ��� �-* ���� ��� �� �� �ह�� �� >����� �� �'�4 ह& 4, 
��/�� �� �
 �)�'��� ह# * ....(K

@��)... ��� �ह��  ह#  �� �)�'��� �� �'�4 ह& 4* ���� 45 ���) 
�� 0ह �'�4 $��* +� ���1 �ह�� �� ��>��� �� �� �ह� �.�� ��� ��, +��� �# �ह� ����* Gereral 

lake  ��  E�ह ��� �
 0��� ��l���* E�ह ��� �� -� ��E� ���� �� �4, E��� ��� 5�- ��ह0���, 
+� ���1 �� * E�ह ��� ��  -� ��i0�;� ����, Lork Bentick  ��  �0�=� ����, �� ह��
 �& k �� 
����- ��  �ह�� �
 ह����  ��� ���- ��� ����  �� , +��
 ���:- * Lord Bentick  ��  �0�� �� ���� 
�� �� ����
 $�ह� , ���-�, �� �
 ���
 ��E� ��� �ह� ह# , +� ��E� ��  -� 5��� j���� �ह� �T���* 
ह���  -� ��� "�0 ��ह� �� �<k� �� �� ��ह�, E�ह ��� ��  ����  ��  �
 �ह��  ह#  �� �/����  E�ह ���, 
�� ��/�� �� ����/ +��� ह& 6� �� �0�� ���� �� ���� ��* ह& �< ���  ���
ह�, �� ����
�= ��  
...�0�� �ह� ��  ����* �#6�< ��* 
 �� ��� �
��:  �ह
��, �&K�  �&E� ह#  �� `� ��09� >�ह �� �� :� �ह30�<H= �0c� �� �
 
�&� k ���� ��� ��  �����  ���, +9ह�  �&���  �� �&K�  �^�� ����* �# �ह�� ह� ��. ���� $�ह�� ह<�  �� �# �
4 
�ह;)
���� �ह� ह<�  �� :��M��;) �� �ह� ह<� *  ����  �&� �ह� �� ���� ��  ����  ��  ���$;�� ���� 0��� 
-� ���� ��;� ह<� *  
 �ह
��, ��E �� �f��  ;��� �� :� ����  ��  �
 �& k ��� +l�- �- ह#  �� :� �� 6��  
���� ह
�� $��ह-, 6�� ���� ह# , :� �� �& k ���� ����  �ह�
�� �� ��E ��  ��= ��7� �� :� ��� ��  �����  
�� ���* E��� :���  �& k �0$��1 �� ��� �ह�� �ह� ह
 ����, �� ��� �
 ���� �� �� �4, +��
 :� 
��� ��  ��Y�� �� ��E ��  �����  ���� �� ��� +9ह1��  �ह�� l�� O�� �� ���� ह# *  
 

 ��E ��  �
  �����:��E� �� ?�t�� E&2 ह& 4, 0ह �
4 �� �
 E&2 �ह� ह& 4 , ��k�� ��l-�� 
���1 ��, ��.� �
$- ��K�� :�� E&5 ���� ��� �� +� ���1 ��� �
�1 ��  ह�� ��  ह& �< �� ��, 
��X������ ��, +9ह1��  :��� ���� ��ह �� �
���� ����  �� ��� ����* �4 ���1 �� �
 ह���  ���� ����4 
��, +��� �<� ����  �� ��� :���- ����  
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1:00 PM  
�� �& ���� ��  �
 ����0 �-, +� ����01 �
 �����  ���� ह�� �� �ह�� ���  6)0 ����= ����  
�� �0%���� ह#, +��
 :� ��E ��  �� ;0���� ����, :��� �& k .����  ह& -, ����� :��� 
�& k ��;��-� �� �T �4, :�� ��� ����� �ह� ���� �� ����* ��� , ��� ह� ��� ह� �ह 
��� �� ��� ����� �ह� �� ����  �� �& ���� ��  �f�� @�7 ��   �
 �& k ����0 �-, +��� 
��� �ह9�& ;��� �� ��� ;��� �� �� ह
��* ��� �2� ह
�� ह# * �& ���� ��  ���� �� ��;�� 
�J�� ह
 �4, :��� ��� �& ���� ��  ��� ��FG1 �� �� ��� �^� �� "�0�>�� ��E1 ��  ह�� ��� 
�ह� ह# * ��k�� हI��   FAO ��  Director General  �� �ह9�& ;��� ��  ��, �&K�  +���  ��� ��� ����  
�� �^�� ���� �� +9ह1��  �& ���� �� �
 �6E� ह����  ����� ���, +���  �&�����  ��k�� �4 
���1 ��  �&����� �� �� �& ���� ��  ���� �� �
  ;��� ह#, :��� �����  ;��� :��� �ह�� ��� 
�ह� ह& 4 �� :��� ����� �� ����� x�� �4 ह#, :��� �ह�� ��� :��� x�� �ह� �4* 
�& k ��E1 ��  ��� ;��� :��� ���� ह
 �4 �� food riots  �� �^�� :� ��E1 ��  �4 �� :���  
+��ह�H +� �
�1 ��  �� ��- ह#  �� ����  �� ह���  �� :���  ����  ��  �T� ह# * -� ��� �& ���� ��  
�ह  ;��� �J�� ह
 �4, �
 +��� �& k � �& k ��� ���� �� �� ह
��  0��� ह# * `� ��09� >�ह 
�� ��  �� ������ �� ������ ��  0� �6��  ��  @�7 ��  �& k ����0 ��-, :��� ��� �ह�� ह
��  
�� 6�� �0%���� ह#,  �ह 6��  ;��� ह# * �#  :��� -� ��� �� �ह�� ह<�  �� �� stocks  �� 
ह
��  ह# , �
 :��� -� ��� psychology  �J�� ह
�� ह#  �� :��� �<�� ��� �� �
�1 ��  ��) 
�� �'�� ह# * �� �& ���� ��  �����  �ह �
4 temporary  ��;�� ह
, ���-�
 ��� �� ��;�� 
ह
,  ��� ��� �ह� ह# *  
As per Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Grains Council, �� �& ���� �� �
 
food grains ��  stocks ह#, ��k�� �4 ���1 ��  �� 0� :��� �� ��0� �� �ह� ��* >ह�& ;��� �� 
��� ;��� ��� �ह� ह# , >ह�& ;��� �� ��� ;��� :��� ��ह�� ह# * �# :���  )� /� �� ��x� ��* �� 
�� �
 ;)M� �� ��� ;��� ह& 4, :��� ��� ���� �� �� �'�* �E���
  6�$��, �ह�� ��ह< �  �� 
���� �� ह
��  ह#  �� �& ���� ��  �����  ��� ह#, ��� �� :���   ��k�� 8 �ह��1 ��  ��ह< �  �� 
���� ��  ���'�  ����, �
 ��� ����� �� 8 ह��� 5�-, 10 ह��� 5�-, 12 ह��� 5�- , 13 
ह��� 5�-, 14 ह��� 5�-, 14,050 5�- ��  ����� 0ह ��� �� � �4 ह# * :��� �ह�� 
:��� rise  :� -6�$�� �� ��� ����� �
 �ह� ���� ��* ��ह< �  ��  ����  ��  �ह ��� ;��� 6�1 �J�� 
ह& 4? ��� �� �& ���� �� �
 ��Q/� ��ह< �  ह
�� ह# , �
  nternational market ��  ��� ह# * 0ह  
�;G����� �� ��� ह# * ह����  ��E ��  �
�1 �
 �J�� ��ह< �  ����  �� ��� ह#, �;G����� ��ह< � , +�� 
similar quality  �� ��ह< �  ह
�� ह# * ��k�� 2 ���1 �� �;G����� ��  �<�� ह#, 0ह�� ��ह< �  �� +3���� 
��/�& � �� ह
 ��� ह#, Internatonal market  �� 0ह�� ��  ��ह< �  ��� ��/�& � ��� ह
 ��� हJ*Sir, the 

United States of America is one of the major wheat producing countries. It is true that they have 
diverted from wheat to corn but that corn is not essentially useful for eating purpose — I entirely 
agree with you — but that corn has been used to produce bio-fuel, and, because a sizable area in 
the United States of America which was always under wheat producing has gone to corn, the 
availability of wheat has been definitely affected there also. 

 
����� ��� �ह ह#  �� �ह controversial  �� ह
 ���� ह#, ह����  interest  �� ��� �� �ह� ह
 
���� �� +��� -� ���
�= ��� ह#  �� European conuntries  �� �
 .< "  �� � !�"� �� 
ह
�� $��ह-, agricultural produce  �� � !�"� �� ह
�� $��ह-,  �ह ��� ह���  ����  �ह�1 �� 
�@� ����  ��  ��- ��� �� �� :��� �0%���� �� ह# , �ह ��� ह���  +���  �����  ��� �� 
�& k �<�
� ��  ��E1 ��  �ह � !�"� �� ����  ��  ��-  �& k ��� +l�-.... 0ह�� ��  ����� 0ह�� 
��  ���� �<��� ��ह ��$���, �ह�� �J�� j���� ������, commercia crop �� divert ह
 �ह�  ह#  
�� :��� �� ��� �� �<�
� ��  �� ��� �ह� ह# , ��� ��ह �� ह��E� surplus food  �J�� ह
�� 
��, :��� 0ह�� available  �ह� ह# * :��� �& � ������ �& ���� ��  ;)M� �� �� ���  ह
 ��� ह#, 
�
 :��� ����  �� �& ���� ��  ��� ��E1 �
 ���� �' �ह� ह# ,  �ह9�& ;��� �
 �� ���� �"�* �ह 
��ह< �  �� ह� ����� �ह�  ह# , �ह�  ;��� $�0� �� ह#, pulses  �� ह#, edible oils  �� �� ह# ,  
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reasons for edible oil is some of the oilseeds has been diverted for bio fuel. ����controversy 

E&2 ह
 �4, whether food security or bio fuel. We cannot compromise on the issue of food 

security/Some of the hon. Members have raised the issue that sizeable land is being diverted 
for bio fuel. It is not factually correct. It is true that recently, in fact, in the last ten years, the 
Government of India, whether it is headed by Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji or Dr. Manmohan 
Singhji, has taken conscious decision to encourage bio fuel essentially from waste. We are 
not converting our precious agricultural land which was giving perennial crop, especially 
wheat and rice. We are not converting these lands, or, we are not producing oil seeds on 
these lands which are basic raw material for fuel. It is true that ethanol has been produced in 
this country, but not at the cost of foodgrains. Ethanol has been produced in this country 
from waste, from molasses. And, what is the programme which has been taken for bio fuel? 
Essentially, the areas like Kutch where generally we don't get any type of crop, sizeable area 

is known as barren land or waste 0ह�� �)�
.�:���)� crop ����� �� ���=t� $���� ���, �� 
��j� �����1 ��  �� ���� ����� ��  +��
 encourage  ����  ����  �� �J���� �� ह# * �& k @�71 
��  ���� �� ह# , ����� :��� ��� food grain production  �� ह
��, ���  ;��� �ह�� �ह� ह# * 
����  ��E ��  :���  ��- �
 �
4 pre-causative measures  �ह�� �� ����  �� �0%���� ��, 0ह 
�� �� �4 ह#, 6�1�� ह� food security ��  issue �� compromise  �ह� �� ����  ह# * ��0�� 
>�ह �� ��  �ह� �� �ह ��� �$ ह#  �� ��"�� ��, ���� ��, �� 0ह ह&�< �� �� ��  �
 ;)M� �� 
 ;��� �Sk� ��, �� :��� ��� ���� ��  ��0� �
 ��)�� ����  ��  ��- �Sk� ��ह ह
 �� 
��� ��* �ह ��� 2002-03 �� �$ ��, 2003 �� ����  �� �J� ( ����=) �� ��� ��*    
 In 2003-04, the total production of wheat has been substantially 

dropped in this country and, therefore, it was 657 million tons. �� ह����  ;)M� �Sk�  �ह��  ��  ���  
ह���� total production  ��� ��� ह��E� ��  ��0� �� �'�  �J����  �� ��$� � ���, �� ����� 
��  �ह ��X������ �� �� ;)M� preserve ����  �� ��- �
4 ��� +l���  �� �0%���� ��* 
��0�� >�ह �� ��  +�� ��� ��H=� ���� �� �& ���� ��  ���� ) ��  rice  �� paddy  �"�  �J����  
�� ह�� export ���� $��ह- �� 0ह ��H=� 2003-04 �� ���� * �
 total export  ����, 0ह 
export   ह� internaional market  �� compete  �ह� �� ����  ��, � !�"� ���� ह���  export  

����* 0ह� export  ����  ��� �� �0�=��� ��  ;)M�,  �0�=��� �� ��� ह� export  ����  ह#  
�
 ह���� �
�EE ह
�� ह#  �� ह����  �
 PSUs ह#, �� ����  ��E ��  ��� PSUs  -�-�
-���-
$�� ह#, जो  import –export ��  @�7  ��  ���  ����  ह# * �
 �"���� �� ����, �� ��0-�0�<0 �� 
��� �ह� ��, ?�:0�) G�"�= �� ��� ��, 16 ह��� ��
' 5�- �� � !�"� ���� ह����  �
��� 
���� ����  का ���ह���� ��� :� ��E ��  ���� ���, :��� ह����  ;)M� �� �&�� ��� ह
 ��� 
ह# * �� ;)M� ��  ;��� ���� ह
�� ह# , �
 ��E �� ��ह^� ���'�� ह#, Psychology ���'��  ह# * 
�# ��09� >�ह �� ��  ����& � �ह�� ह<� , +9ह1��  �ह� �� G�"�= :��� .���� ����  ह# * G�"�= ��  
:��� .���� ����  �� ?�t�� E&2 ��* �.� :��� ��X������ ह
��   ह#  �� ?
"6E� �J �� �T��� 
ह# , :� �� �& k �
�EE �� �4, :� �� �# ���  ��  �x� ��, ��� �# :��� ह� �ह�� $�ह�� ह< �  
�� �
  ��ह< �  �� +3���� �� ह&� ��, ?
" 6)�0)� �� ��� �� ह&� ��, ?
"6E� �� ��� 
ह&� ��, ��k�� �
 ��� �� ह����  ;��� ��  �&��� ��� ह# * Production was 657 lakh tonnes in the 

year 2004. Last year, our production was 748 lakh tonnes and this year, we expect about 75 
million tonnes. Similar is the situation in rice also. From 70 million tonnes in 2002-03, we reached 
92 million tonnes last year and this year, our second advance estimate shows that we have already 

reached 94 million tonnes, �
 ��k�� �
-��� ���1 �� $�ह�  ��ह< �  ह
, $�ह�  ��4� ह
, :��  
+3����, :��� availability ��E �� ह
��, :� �� Y��� ���� ��� ह# * :���  ��- �& k ��� 
+l�-  ह# * ��j� ����� ��  :��� �ह�
� ���� ह# * �^�� �� �Sk� �� �� :��� .���� ����  
��E ��  internal stock  ��  ��� ;��� ��  �� ?
"6E� �� �&��� ह
��  �� ��� ह����  ��E ��  
�����  �4 ह# * �.�
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��, ��� �ह � ���� ह#  �� �� ����� �� x�� 6�1 ��� �ह� ह#? �#��  E&2 �� ह� �ह� �� 
�ह ��;�� �� 0� ���� �� ह� ����� �ह� ह# * �� ��ह��4 �� ��� ह� �
���  ह# , ���� 
�� ���� �� ��� ह� �
���  ह# , �
 �& ���� ��  ;��� 6�� ह#  �� 6��-6�� reasons  ह#, 
:��
 �� ह� ��� ����� �ह�  �� ����*  ���� -� issue  �� �<�� �& ���� ��  �ह&� 
�ह� ह
 �ह� ह#  �� �ह >$�� �� �0c� ह#, �J �� climate change  �� ह� ��� �ह�  ह#  �� 
climate change  �� ��� �& k � �& k ����  ��E �� ह
 ��� ह#   �� �& ���� ��  �& k �<���  
��FG1 �� �� ह
 ��� ह# * ह��E� ह� �����  ��  �� :� ��E �� ���� j���� ��T ��� ह#, $�ह�  
��� ह
, +"��� ह
, +u� ?��E � �& k �ह;�� ह
, ��ह�� ह
 �� 0�;) ����� ह
, ��k�� 
���-�
- ��� �� �� �� ��- �� ��/�& � ह� ��T � ह
, ��� �ह� ह# , ��� ��T ���  ��  ��� 
�
 ह��E� ��� ;��� ह
�� ��, +��� ����)�� �ह&� �� ह
 ��� ह#  �� ��� ��j�1 ��  ह���  
��� ��00��  ����  �ह� ��, 0ह ��� �� ह� j���� ��� �ह�  ह# , �H�)� �� �����  ह# , �ह���FG 
��  �����  ह# , �&���� ��  �����  ह#  �� ������- ���-�
 ��� �� ह� �ह  ;��� ��� �ह�  ह# * 
�&K�  ���<� �ह� ह#  �� climate change  �� :��� ����� ��� ह#, ��� -�  ;��� � �4 ह#  
�� :��� ��� overall agricultural production �� �&�� ह
 ��-��*  

Recently, in the presentation which was given to the Government of India about the impact 

of climate change on Indian agriculture, one of the worrisome issues is, it looks like that the 

area which will be affected more because of the climate change, will probably be Punjab and 

Haryana. And if Punjab and Haryana are going to be affected, it will affect wheat crop and I 

need not mention, the whole House and the whole country is aware, the contribution of 

Punjab, haryana and West U.P. in the area of wheat and rice production. l�� ह#, ह� �
�1 
��  �� :��� �& k ��� +l�-* ����  ��E ��  agruicultural scientists  �� ���)� �&��4 )
)� 
�
 variety  ह� develop ����  ह# , ���$= ����  ह# , :��� -� ����0 ����  �� �
"� �� 
�0%���� ह#, ��E� �����  �� �0%���� ह# * ��+) �� ��;)�) ���6)� ह� ��ह< �  �� �^� 
�� 0����)� ��  ��� ��ह �� "�0�� �र ����  ह# , :��� Y��� ����  �� ��� E&2 ���� ह# * 
ह� )
)� 9रच6 �� �ह�  ह# * :� ?���  ;��� �
 �,���� ����  ह& - :���  �
 ����0 ���� 
�� �0%���� ��, 0� ह���  ��- ह# * ����� �# �ह �ह�� $�ह�� ह< �  �� �& ���� ��  ���� �� 
�
  ;��� ह#, :��� 6��:��) $�� ह
 �� ह�4 -��| ?�:��� ह1, :��� o
� ह
, 
��=��:��E� ह
  �� ��
���:��E� ह
-:��� �& k � �& k ��� ह
�� ह# * :��� ��� 
�� ह�� �"��" �� �Q��4 �� ����4 ��  �ह� ह# * �� ह� :�)���E��  ��f�) �
 ���� 
�� ���� �� ����1 ��  ����� �T
u�� ह
 ��� ह# *  ह� $�0� �� ��ह< �  �� �����FG�� 
��y� ��� ����  �
 ��k�� -� ��� �� ��ह< �  �� $�0� �� �����FG�� ��1 ��  �^ ?��E� 
0L n ह
 ��� ह# *  ��$= 2008 ��  $�0� ��  ��� ��k�� 19 0c� �� ���� j���� ह#  �� ��ह< �  ��  
��� 6 �ह���  �ह�� �& ���� ��  ��k�� 28 ���1 ��  ���� j���� ह
 ���  ह# *   The FOB price of 

rice in Pakistan has risen from $235 to $580, our neighbouring country; that is, within a 

period of 12 months, there is an increase of 110 per cent, in Vietnam, one of the suppliers of 

exporters of wheat/rice, in last one year, the paddy rice price has gone up from $280 to $620; 

a 120 per cent rise. 

��:��" �& ���� �� ���� �'� ��:� -6��
)=� ��E ह# *  Thai rice is a known rice; that has been 

accepted in international market. In one year, it has gone up from $309 per tonne to $715 
per tonne; a 131 per cent rise. This is the position we have seen. Similar is the position 
about wheat; I do not want to give all the figures. In the United States itself, it has gone up 
from $172 per tonne to $344 per tonne; that is the last phase, which is practically a 100 per 
cent rise; this is what we have seen in wheat also. In this comparison, what is the position 

in India �ह�� ��  ;��� 6�� ह#? ��k�� -� ��� �� $�0� �� ��ह< �  �� �����FG�� �� ��  �^ 
?��E� ��  ����� �T
u�� ह
 ���* :�� ��� �ह9�& ;��� ��  $�0� �� �� ��  17.2 
?��E� �� ��ह< �  �� �� ��   7.2 ?��E� �� 0L n ह& 4* �
 ���� �T� , 0ह �� �ह�� ��  �� 
�
�1 �� ��$�>�� �M0� ����� ��  ���  
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+��
 -� ��ह �� ��'� ����  0��� ह# , �ह ��� �# ;0���� ���� ह< � *  :�� �# ��� ����� �ह� 
�� �ह� * �ह ��� �$ ह#  �� �� �ह��  ;��� �� ��E ��  ह# * :���  �4 ���H ह1��  * �#��  E&2 
�� ह� �ह� �� �# �
4 ��=E�;7� �ह� ह< �  ����� ह� �ह �� ��� ���� �ह� �� ����  �� 
��k�� �4 ���1 �� o
� ��) �l ����) �� �^ ����) ��� �ह�  ह# * :��� ��� �"���" �� �
 
ह
�� ह�, :� ����� ��  ���� ����� ��  �& k ��� +l�- ह#  �J��  ��E�� :XQ�M���� ����)� 
?
o�� ह
, ����� E&5�� 120 �" ;G6y� ��  �
�1 ��  ��, �� �<��  ��E ��  ��� �" ;G6y� �� 
$� �ह� ह#    Money circulation will be more than Rs. 12,000- 

13,000 crores, essentially in the hands of the weaker sections of the society :��� ��� 
+��� ��$�>�� �M0� �� ह
�� �� �ह� ह
��? ��� ह
�� �
 +���  ?��
��)� �����  ��- 
ह
��? +��� ?��
��)� �ह���-���� ��  ��-* :��� ���� �� �"���" j���� ह
��, :��� �
4 
�
 ��� �ह� ह# * :���- ��k�� �
-��� ���1 ��, ��� �^� �� �
 ���1 ��  ��ह<  �� $�0� �� 
+3���� �T��  ��  ��� �� �"���" j���� �T ��� ह# * �#��  :��� �ह�� �� �ह� �� �� there is a 

mismatch between demand and supply. :��� ��� �� �
�1 �� ��ह��4 ��  ��Y�� �� ह
�� 
ह# , +���  .< " ��) �� ह
�� ह# * :� Z� ह�� ?��0� ��� +l���  �� �0%���� ह# * :��� ह� 
6�� �� ����  ��? �ह�� ��� �
 �ह ह#  �� ���  ��  �4 ��;�1 ��  �ह�, ���%0� ��` �� ��  
�ह�, E�� ���0 �� ��  �� �ह� �� �9� �& k ��;�1 ��  �ह� �� ह����  ����� ����� � ह
, 
:� �� Y��� ���� +��� ह��E� +3���� �J �� �T���, :� �� Y��� ����  �� �0%���� ह#, ��� 
��� +l��� �� �0%���� ह# * :� ��E ��  �& k �4 �^����� �� :�)�
�<� �� ह#, �& k 
collective decision  ��-  ह# * $�� ��� �ह�� ��E ��  �����1 ��  x�� -� ��X������ ��*  
Whatever he will produce, that he has to bring to the agricultural market, which is a 
regularised market, and the licensee sitting there has to purchase his produce. A decision 
was taken. If anybody can sell his produce anywhere in the country, why is this restriction 
on the farmer? He should get a proper price. He should be allowed to sell his produce to 
anybody where he is satisfied with the price. A proposal was sent. In fact, a decision was 
taken, Jaswantji, during your regime and, I feel, that was a correct decision. I don't say that 
it is wrong just because your regime was there at that time. A communication was sent to 
all the State Governments in the year 2003-04 to make amendments to the Agricultural 
Produce Marketing Committee Act. Today, there are 22 States which have taken a decision 
and the APMC Act has been amended. The farmer is allowed to sell his produce anywhere 
in the country and the trader is also allowed to purchase the agricultural produce anywhere 
in the country. FT^ft ^T^cft ^rt*R Food Corporation of India ^t t^ft Tpt I ^ til FT "RFR t, 
FRit ^RilT Wfxl % I For instance, take wheat. Wheat is essentially procured in this country 

from Punjab and Haryana. These are the two States. :��� �ह�� ���� food corporation of 

India  �
 ���� �"�* -� �
 ह� �����  ह# , :��
 ;0���� ����  ह# *  
 

:���  ��� �ह9�& ;�� �� ���� j���� ��ह< �  �� +3���� +u� ?��E ��  ह
�� ह# * 0ह�� ?
6�
���) ��  
��- l�� ��ह �� ��k�� �& k ���1 �� �ह�
� �ह� ��� �� �ह� ह# * ����� ;)�) ह#  ���;���, 
$^�� ��j� �Y� ?��E ह#  �� ���$0�� ��j� �&���� ह#, �ह�� ह� ��ह< �  ����  ����  ह# * �ह ��� 
�$ ह#  �� �� ?�:0�) �J6)� ��  :� ���� )1 ��  -�G� �� ह# * ���-��� ��;� ��  ?�:0�)  �J6)� 
ह#  �� �����1 ��  :��
 ;0���� ���� ह#  �� :��� ��� ह���� �
 )
)� .& ��.���) ह��E� 
ह
�� ��, �ह �&�� ह
 ���, �ह ��� ह� ���-����� �ह� �� ����*  
 

�ह �
 ;)M� �� ह
 ��� ह#  6�1�� ?
6�
���) �� ह
 ��� �� ?
6�
���� :���- �� ह
 
��� �� �� 0� .< " ����
��E� �. :��"�� ह� 0ह�� ��$�� �� ��� , $�ह�  ह����H�  ह
 �� 
����� ह
 �� +u� ?��E ह
 �� �Y� ?��E ह
, ��� �^� �� ����� ��  ;��� �ह ह#  �� ����� �� 
�� ��$�� ����  0��� ���� �� ��T�  ���ह ����) ?�� �60)� )J6� ह# * �����1 ��  ;��� 
��� ह#  �� ����  घ� ��, ���� G��� �� �� ���� �&��-��)=  ��, ���� +�� ��"� �� ���� 
���� ह# * :��� +���  
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-� ��� ������,+� �� G� ���
)=  �� ;) ����� * :��� .���� �ह हJ  �� �� �0 �� �
4 �� 
������  ��  ��- ��� ह#, ��� ����- ����� ��  800 5��� ���� �� , �
 0ह +��� �� 5��� 
j���� ����* :��� ����� �� G����
)=  �M;) �$�� ह#, ��� �$�� ह#  �� N������ �
 �
 ��T�  
���ह ����� �<�� ���� �'�� ह#, 0ह �� ����  �� �2�� �ह� ह#, :���- +��
 �� ��� �;�� 
����� ह# * :���- j���� ���� ��01 ��, �& k ���1 ��, �& k ��j�1 �� ह& 4 �� ����� ��� 
ह����  )
)� ?
6�
���) �� ह
 ��� ��* ह��� �� ���� ह#  �� ह� �Sk� ���� �����1 �
 ����  
�� ��- �& k ��� +l�����* :��� ����0 ����� �� :� ��� 1000 5��� �� ���� �����1 
�
 ��  �� ह# * ��0"��� ��ह� �� �ह� �� 1000 5��� ���� �����1 �
 �� ह# , �ह �
4 ��ह����� 
�ह� ह#  * �# :��� ह� �ह�� $�ह�� ह< �  �� :� ����� ��  ह&�< �� �� ���  ��  ��� ��ह< �  �� ?�:� �� 
�
 0L n ह& 4 ह# , 0ह 53 ����) ह
 ��� ह# * :��� �ह�� ���$ ��� �� �ह 13 �� 14 ����) ��  
����� �ह� ह# * :� ����� ��  �����1 �
 +��� +�� �� l�� ���� ���, :� �� Y��� 
���� ह# * �&K�  �0%0�� ह#  �� ?
6�
���� )�� �����  �� ह
 ������* �#��  ���� ह#  �� ?
6�
���� �� 
E&5�� ह
    As I said, last year, the situation was not very good. But, this year there is an 

improvement in the situation. In fact, practically, the procurement has started from Baisakhi.  13 �� 
14 ����� �
 �J���� �� �� ����� �� ��"� ��,  the total arrival was 10,92,000 tonnes and the 

procurement, which was done by the FCI on that day, was 10,75,000 tonnes, which is 98.4 per 

cent. Last year, it was 90 per cent. In Haryana, the arrival was 13.76 lakh tonnes, and 

procurement was 13.71 lakh tonnes. It means 99.63 per cent has been procured in Haryana. In 

the country, as a whole whatever has been procured till today, comes to 35 lakh tonnes. Whatever 

is the total arrival in the  arket, out of that 81 per cent has been procured. Definitely, there is an 

improvement in  rocurement. My worry is about other things. I had been to Chandigarh. I had a 

detailed meeting with the Chief Ministers of Punjab and Haryana, the officers of the Food 

Corporation of India and other officers. I must say that the total efforts, which have been made 

by the Governments of Punjab and Haryana, are quite positive. They have offered all types of 

cooperation. What you are seeing in the last 50 days figures, that is reflected in our 

procurement. But, unfortunately, that is not the position, in some of the States. These States are 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Gujarat. Last year, the procurement in Gujarat was zero; 

in Madhya Pradesh, it was 48,000 tonnes; in Bihar, it was 8,000 tonnes and in Rajasthan, it was 

3,40,000 tonnes. If you see the total production of wheat in these four States, I think the 

production is such which can take care of, at least, half of the country. I do not know where the 

material is going. My earnest request to all the Chief Ministers and all those who are looking 

after these States is this. The  hole country is facing this problem today; the whole global 

community is facing this proble  today. In such a situation, whether this party is ruling or that party 

is ruling; whether this party is ruling that State or that party is ruling this State, next year is the 

election year; we can settle scores at the time of elections. But when the whole country is facing a 

serious problem of price rise, in such a situation, it is the responsibility of all the States to see that 

whatever surplus hey are able to produce, that is given to the national kitty. And, unless and 

until it comes to th national kitty, it will be difficult to provide more foodgrains to all the States �� 
�� ह���� �ह  �
��E� l�� �ह� ह
��, ह���� ����1 �� �
� �����, U�� �&K�  ���� �ह� ह#  
�� :��� �� ���� �
 �
 �� �&�0��-� ����  �� �0%���� ह#, :��� �& k � �& k ����� 
�-��* �ह �
 ��ह< �  ��  ;��� ह#,$�0� �� ����� हJ, :��� �� ����  ;��� �� ��_ ���1 �� 
ह# * ����  ��k�� �4 ���1 �� ���
��� ���� ह
��, ����  ��E �� �"���" 40 ����) ह# *   ��  
-�"�� {�� �� ����� �ह&�   We have to import to the tune of 40 per cent. We can see the 

performance of the edible sector of this country in the last seven or eight years. International 

market 3 kjsqci SflTel ^t *1HH ^T§CT 
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0O� ह#* Practically, there is 159 per cent price rise in sunflower oil; 98.5 per cent rise in 

soya oil and 84.68 per cent in crude palm oil. So, to import itself is a very expensive thing. 
But we have no choice, as the demand is more. In fact, recently, from whatever reports we 
have received, we can see that even in rural India, the demand for edible oil is increasing 
day by day. Unless and until we make some arrangements, I don't think this will be resolved. 
A number of corrective decisions have been taken. We practically removed all types of 
duties. There is no restriction to anybody importing it. Our total effort is to see more 

availability in the domestic market. �� �
  ;��� ह#, 0ह ����� ह# * �� �
�1 �� ��;�� 
:��� �<� �ह� ह
�� ह# * :���- ����� ��  �� �ह �� ���� ह#  �� ह�  one million tonne 

edible oil  :X�
)=  �� �ह�  ह# ,  ह���  ��� �<$�� ���� PUSs �
 �� ह#  �� ����� BPL  

�� APL  .J ����� ह#, +��
 ह� ��)� �� 15 5�- �� � !�"� ���� �" ;G!�&E� ����  
�� ��X������ ;)�) �0�=��� �
 ��  �ह�  ह# *  will provide this edible oil to all the State  

overnments which are interested to take it, and they can distribute, on their cards, to at least  
hese two categories at Rs. 15 less than whatever the market price is. Similar is the 
situation about pulses. In fact, pulses is one of the serious problems which this country has 
been facing for quite a long time. We should not forget that pulses is essentially a rainfed 
crop. But even an agriculturist, who has got facilities for irrigation, does not give priority for 

pulses. His priority is for wheat or rice or other cash crops. �
 Q���� �ह�� �J��� �ह� ह
�� ह# , 
0� rainfed  ह
�� ह#  �� :��� :��� ?
"6E� �� ?
" 6)�0)� �ह� ह
��  ह# * ह�� ह��E� 
:��� :X�
)=  ����  �� ��X������ ह
�� ह# * ��� �� �< � !�� �J6)� 15 ��� )� :X�
)=  
���� ह#  �� 2008-09 ��  �� 15 ���  )� Q���� ��  ���� ����  �� ��X������ ��� 
PUSs �
 �� ह# * :���  ���- ��� +��� �ह �� �ह� ह#  �� :��� +��
 �
 �&���� ह
�� 
uptothe 15%  �ह �
K �0�=��) {. :��"�� ;0�������* ह� �
$��  ��  �� Z�� ���� � �� 
-0����� �����  ��  ��� ����1 ��  �& k � �& k ��� ह
��* ��  Q���� -0����� �����  ��  ��� 
:��� ��  $�ह�  ह�� +'� $��ह- �� �9� �
4 �� $��ह-, :��� -0��������� ह#, ��� �
4 
��� ;��� �ह�� ह# * $�ह�  ���
 �/� ह
, $�ह�  +'� ह
, :��
 :X�
)=  ����  �� ��X������ :� 
$�� �M����E9� �
 �� ह# * �� 0� :X�
)=  ����� , �# ��j�  �����1 �� ����=  ������ �� <
�ह<��� �� �ह :X�
f)" �J)����� ��vह ����� �� �� ���� �� ह� ���
 �0���� �����  
��  ��- �J��� ह#, ��� ��j� ����� ��0��0-� �J )���� �
 , $�ह�  0ह +�� :� �J )���� �� 
l�� ���� ह#, �" ;G!�<) ����  ��  ��- �J��� ह
, �
 :�� �Q��4 ����  �� ��X������ ���� 
����� +l���   �� �J���� �� �ह� ह# * �&K�  �0%0�� ह#  �� :��� कुछ � �& k .���� ���� 
��  ���� ���1 �
 ह
��* :� ��ह ��  ��� +l���  �� ह���� �J���� ह# * ��/� �� ���� �� 
�� �
'�-�ह&� .�=  ��� ह#, :�� ह� ��� ����� �ह� �� ����  ह# * �
 �� ���� ��� ��  
�����  �4  ह# * �$ �ह<�  �
 :��� �
 �&K�  ?M!�� ����4 ���� ह#  0ह  ��)� >�� �� ?M!�� 
����4 ���� ह# *  prices of potato and onion have gone up. �ह ��� �$ ह#  ��$ ��  Q��� ��  
����� x�� �4 ��* �� ������  �� ह� ��� -� ��:�� ��� ह#  ����� �
-��� �ह��� 
Q��� �� �����  x�� ���� ह#* :���  ��� �
 ���� ���� ��� ह#, ह� ����� $�� ��-� 
�� �� ���� �� ��ह $�� ��-� �ह�� Q��� �J�� ह
�� ह# , 0ह�� ��  �����1 ��  ������� 
�����  �
 ����� ह#, 6�1�� +9ह�  ���� �ह� ��� �ह�  ह# * ��� Q��� �� ���� l�� ��0� 
�� ह# * j���� x�� �4 ह
, ��� ��� ;��� �ह�हJ* ��< �� ����� �ह�� �� �ह&�$� हJ,  in 

fact, the day before yesterday, I received a proposal from the Government of Uttar Pradesh 
that, because prices of potato have dropped substantially and farmers are in a shambles, 
the Government of India should introduce some market intervention scheme wherein the 
State Government was ready to bear fifty per cent of the losses. I have accepted their 
proposal and we have given instructions to NAFED that they should enter into the UP 
market, try to buy potatoes and  rovide some relief to the farmers and also make potatoes 
available in different parts of the country  here the prices are high. 
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SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): West Bengal also, Sir. 
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: I haven't received any proposal from them. But I would be 
happy to receive such a proposal from West Bengal also. Yesterday, this particular problem 
was brought to my notice. I am aware that in the State of West Bengal, in the last three or 
four years, production of potato has been increasing. Not only that, West Bengal is also 
successfully entering into the international market. It is a good sign. Ultimately, if the State 
Government is going to propose that we should introduce the same scheme here, I have no 
objection. I shall myself contact the Government of West Bengal and if the Government of 
West Bengal is ready, we have no objection to executing a similar policy in West Bengal, in 
Gujarat, in Haryana and in Rajasthan; I am observing from the newspapers that these types 
of problems are there. Ultimately, whatever position is there, it is there. What is the solution 

in the long-term? It is all right that in the short-term we have taken many decisions,�ह�� �ह 
:X�
)=  �� �ह�  ह# , 0ह�� 0ह :X�
)=  �� �ह�  ह# , :��� �<)� �Aम ��, :��� �
4 ��� 
�2� ह
��  0��� ह#, �&K�  ����4 ���� हJ  am quite worried about one thing—the way we are 

importing edible oil and 
the way we are facilitating import of edible oil, it might affect our oilseeds production 
tomorrow. That is why we have to start thinking about introducing some new schemes as to 
how we will be able to improve oilseeds production. But, at least, some decision has been 
taken. In fact, in the last 12 months we have been working on that. On 29th of May, 2007, a 
special meeting of the Chief Ministers and NDC, was called to exclusively discuss the agrarian 
problem and the issue of food security. And one decision has been taken that the Government 
of India should introduce a National Food Security Mission. That decision was unanimously 
approved in the NDC. An amount of Rs. 5000 crores has been provided. About 311 districts 

have been selected. And in these districts, it was decided �� :9ह� $�� ���1 ��  $�0� �� 
+3���� 10 ������ )� �� �T��� ह# , ��ह< �  �� +3���� 8 ������ )� �� �T��� ह#  �� 
�/��� �� +3���� 2 ������ )� �� �T��� ह# * �&K�  :� ��� �� �&E� ह#  �� ��� ��j�1 ��  
��� ���1 �� ���0�E :� ;��� �� ह
 ���, ��� �
 ह
 �ह� ����, 6�1�� ���=  :��"�� �� 
�
 ��ह< �  �J�� ह
 �ह� ���� ह#  �� �& k �ह;�� ��� ह# , �ह�� $�0� �J�� �ह� ह
 ���� ह#, :� 
���1 ��  �ह�� �
 �J�� ह
 ���� ह#, 0ह�� :� ���1 ��  ;0���� ���� ��� ह# * ह� ��j� ����� 
��  �ह ;��� �"� �X����� �� �� ह#  �� ���� ���� ��  �� +��� ��� ����  �� ��- , �
 
�� ��� +l���  �� �0%���� ह#, 0ह �� ह# *  
 
 

 �<��� ��� �ह ह#  �� ह� -� ��;�� �����  ह#  �� �L �c @�7 ��  ���� �� ह
 �ह� 
ह# * �ह ��� ��� ��  �����  �� � �4  ह# * ���� ����� ��  ���� �� �
 �� corrective 

measures  ����  �� �0%���� ह#, :��� E&5�� �� �4 ह# * ��j� ����� �� :� �� 
j���� Y��� �ह� ����  ह# * �ह-� �X��� ��;�� ह# * �L �c +3���� �T���  ��  ��- �L �c @�7 ��  
���� �T���  �� �2�� ह# * :���- ���� ����� ��  ��FG�� �L �c �0��� �
��� ��  �ह� 
11 0� ��$0c|� �
��� ��  25,000 ��
� 5�- �� ?
�0�� ��� ���� ह# * :� �
��� ��  
�ह� ��j� ������  ���� ��j� �L �c �
��� �J��� ����� �� :� �
��� �� .���� ����  ��  
��- ����  ��) �� ��-�  is providingn Rs. 2,000 crores for agriculture sector, whether it is 

dairy, whether it is  oultry, whether it is foodgrains, whether it is horticulture or whether it is soil 
improvement. If they are providing Rs. 2,000 crores, and next year they are ready to provide 
Rs. 3,000 crores in this scheme, we have taken a decision that additional Rs. 1,000 crores 
which the State Government is investing in the agriculture sector, an equivalent amount will be 
provided by the Government of India. This is a sort of incentive that State Governments 
should invest more in agriculture. I am really happy — this is the first year — we are getting 
a very good response for that. 
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�
E� �� �ह�� �ह� ह# * +��� ����� ���� ��, 0� �&K�  �<$�� ���� ��ह� �-* �&K�  �
4 �E���� �ह� 
ह# * ��� +9ह1��  �"� �X����� �� -� ��� �ह� �� �ह ����� crisis control  ���� �� ��- �
 !�J� 
���� >)� �� ह
�"� ����  ह# ,  +���  x�� �i�� �� ��� +l���  ��  ��- �J��� �ह� ह# * ��09� >�ह 
��, ����  N�< �� :���  N�< ��  �&K�  ��� .�=  ��� �ह� ह# * ����  �ह� �� :��� �0%���� �ह� ह#  *  
�ह ��� �$ ह#  �� :� ��E �� ?��� ��7� �� ��  �� ����  ?��� ��7� �� �� ��X������ �� ��* �
 �&K�  
��� ह#  �� �
 +��� �ह�� ;��$ ह& 4 ��, �
 ���� �ह�� ;��$ �� +9ह1��  �ह� �� �&K�  �<��  ��E �� 
>��� ���� ) $��ह-* +9ह1��  �
 >��� ���� ) �� �� ��Q� ��� �� �� �
 �
� �ह�  �� , +���  �&K�  
�
4 �9�� �ह� ��� �ह� ��, ��� �
E� �� �
 �
� �ह�  ��  �� �� �
 �
� �ह�  �� , +���  �&K�  
�9�� ��� �ह� ��* :���  �
  Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Supply of Essential 

Commodities Act, 1980 ह#, �ह ��� �$ ह#  , ������� �� �� �� ���� ;��$ ��  �ह� �� �� :��� �
 �� 
����0 ��- �-, +� ����0 �� ��j� ����� ��  ����� ������ �� , ��j� ����� ��  ������ �� 
����  �� ह� ��� ह& � ��, �� surplus production  ह# , availability  �Sk� ह# , �� :� �� Y��� ���� 
�� �0%���� �ह� �'�� ह# * ��� �& ���� ��  -� ��� ��� ;��� �J�� ह
 �ह� ह# , :��� ��� ���� 
��E ��  �� ह
 �ह� ह#  �� +��� ��� .���� ����  �� ��� ���� ��  �& k 0�= ����  ��� , �
 �� �
 
���) �T ���, 0ह ���) �� �T��  0��� ह# * :� �� �ह�-�-�ह� �� G
� ����  �� �0%���� ह
�� 
ह# * :���- :� ���<� �� �
'�-�ह& � ����0 ���� �� �0%����  �� * �ह ����0 :�� ��� �� 
���� ���� ��� �� ��j� ����� �
 ������ ���� ���* ����� ��j� ������  ह# , +���  �� �4 
��j�1 ��  :� �� ��� +l�- ह# * ��k�� -� ��� ��, k: �ह���  ��  �ह�� ���� j���� ���� "��� �- ह# , 
0ह �&���� ह# * +9ह1��  �Sk� ��ह �� ��� +l��� ह#  �� +9ह1��  :��� ���
�= ���� ह# * �4 ��j�1 �� 
:� �� ��� +l�- ह# * ����� �# �ह ��� �� ��� ����� �ह� �� ���� ह<�  �� ���$ ��j�1 �� 
�0�=��� {. :��"�� �
 :9.M�=  ���� ह#  �� ह� :��� :;����� �ह� ����� , ��� ह� 15 ��j�1 ��  :� 
��ह �� ��� �ह� ह#  �� ��� �� ह���  :���  ��- ���� �� �ह� ����� ह# * ����� ह�  �ह $�ह��  
ह# , �#��  ?��� ��7� �� �
 �� ��60�;) ���� ह#  �� �� $�. ����;)�= �� ��>)� �&�0�:- 6�1�� ह�� 
��j� �����1 �
 :��� �0�� ��0���  �� �0%���� ह#   �� :��� ����� ��� ;��� ह
��  ��  ��0�<� 
���
 �
 ����� ���� ह# , ��� +� ������ �� :;����� �ह� ह
�� �� ह
f"� ह
��, !�J� 
��f�>)� ह
��, ���� �
 �<)� ��-�� �
 ��;�� �� �T ���� ह# *  �ह ह� :��� �����#) :��� 
ह# , ��� �� ह� �ह� ��K�� * ��� ;����1 �� ����0 �-��, ?
"6E� �T���, -0��������� �T���, 
����� ��$� �-���, �� ��� ���<� �� ��� ������ �� �
4 �0%���� �ह� �'���* ��k�� ��� 
���1 ��, �� ह����  ��"�� �Sk�  ��, �� ह��  :��� �0%���� �ह� �"�, ��� �� :����� ��� ह# , 
�� :��� �& k � �& k ����  �� �0%���� ह
�� ह#  * �& k ��j�1 ��  :� ����� ��  �2� �& k ��� 
+l�- ह# * ��� �� �
 :9.M��E� ����  ��� ह# , +���  ��&��About more than 20 lakhraids have been 

carried out in some of the States; 6,474 persons have been arrested; 4,481have been 
prosecuted; 348 have been convicted. This type of information is already there 
The hon. Prime Minister has also specially written to all the Chief Ministers on February 21  
o set up appropriate mechanism to continuously monitor prices of the essential 
commodities and take appropriate measures. 
 
�&K�  �0%0�� ह#  �� ��� ��j�1 ��  ��� �� :� �� �
4 Y��� �ह� ���� ह# , 0ह :� �� Y��� ���� * ह� 
�� +��� ��9)J 6) ����  :���  �& k � �& k ���� �� �
�EE ����� * :� ����  ��  �
4 �.;�� ����= 
���- �- �� :� ��� ;��� �� �&��� ����  ��  ��- �
 �& k -"����;G��) ����= ��- �-, �&K�  ��� �ह� 
���� �� :� ����  ��  �� j���� �& k �
���  �� �&K�  �0%���� ह# * ��� ����� ह# , :���- :� �
�1 
�� ह� Y��� ����  �� �0%���� ह# * 
 �#��  E&2 ��  �� �ह� �� �� ह���� ?
" 6)0 $�� ?
"6E� �J �� �T� , :� �� ह��  Y��� ���� 
ह
�� �� :���  ��- �����1 �
 ह��  ���� ���� ह
��* +���  ���� �</� �
 �,�   ��� ����  ह& - ह� 
0ह ���� �� ह
��* �J�� �� `� ��` �� �� �ह� �� �& k �
� )
�J�1 ��  tM� �� �� �ह�  ह#  �� �<���  
��� tM� �� �� �ह�  ह# , ���  ;��� � �- �� 0� ���� �� ह� j���� Y��� �� , :���  ��- +9ह�  l�� 
��ह �� �J�� ����  �'��� * �0�"��� �� ��  �� �ह� �� �ह�� �� �� j���� ���� ����  �� �0%���� ह# * 
l�� ह# , �� �# ����� �� ह����H� ��  ��� ��, �� 0ह�� ��  �&i� ��7� �� �� 0ह� ��� �ह� ��* ह� �� 
:� ��� �
 �� ��� ����� �ह� ����  ह# * �� ह��� 1000 5���  �60)� ��ह<�  �� ��0 ���� +��� 
��� �ह �'� �� �&�9� ��f�) �� ��ह<�  �� ���� 13 �� 14 5�- ��  ��-�� ��� �4*  
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�4 ������ ��;�1 ��  :� ��ह �� �<$�� �� �� �J"� ��  ��- ह�� 1000 5��� ?�� �60)� 
�� ��0 ���� $��ह-* ���K- �� ��� ह��� 1000 5��� ?�� �60)� �J"� �� ��0 ��  ����  
���� after processing one quintal of paddy, we always get 60 kg. of rice. :��� ���� �ह ह#  �� 60 
���
 $�0� �� ���� -� ह��� 5��� ह
 �4,   plus processing charges. Straightway, the rice 

price will be more than Rs. 17. That is why, one has to take this type of decision very carefully. I can 
understand. I am totally pro-  armer. I would be the happiest person if the farmer gets more money. 
Simultaneously,   should not forget one thing that the farmer is also a consumer. I am a farmer, I do 
not  produce rice, I buy rice from the open market. There are a number of farmers and they are 
producing different types of food items. They buy edible oil from the open market and they 
are also facing similar problems. That is why, ultimately, we have to see to it that there is a 
balance. The cost of cultivation has been protected. He should get the right price. He should 
not be disheartened. In such a situation, action should be taken about the minimum support 
price and one should make all other arrangements. But, simultaneously, the action and 

decision should be such that it would not, ultimately, encourage inflation or price rise. 1
ST

 �ह� ���H ह# 
�� 0ह�� �
'�-�ह&� �J��� �����  �� �0%���� �ह�� ह# *   
 �# ��� �
 :��� ह� �ह�� $�ह�� ह< �  �� ��� ��  ��Y�� �� �<��  ��E �
 �ह 
�0%0�� ������ $�ह�� ह< �  ��� ह� �& ���� ��  ;��� �& k �� ह
, ��� ह����  ;)M� �� 
�
��E� �Sk� ह# * ह����  ��� �.� �MX�= ��  x�� 20 ��� )� Nह�) ह#  �� �.� �MX�= �� 
j���� 25-30 ��� )� $�0� ह����  ;)M� �� ह# * �ह �#  I st of April  �� ��� �� �ह� ह< � *  
��ह< �  �� ���� ��� E&2 ह& 4 ह# * ��ह< �  �� ���� ��  150 �� ह� �- �
 ह���� ?
��E� �� 
�Sk� ह
 ��-��* :� ��� ह� +� ��� '�  �� ��-��� , :��� �&K�  �<�� �0%0�� ह# * �Y� 
?��E �J�� ��j� �� ��k�� ��� ह�� �& k �ह� ����  ��* �&K�  �&E� ह#  �� �Y� ?��E ����� 
��  �^ 5�- �� �
�� ���� G���� �� ���� :� ��� �� Y��� ���� ह#  �� j���� ��ह< �  �J �� 
������* ��� �� ��� 3 ��� �� ��T�  3 ��� )� �� �� ?
6�
���) 0ह�� �ह� ह&� ��, 0ह 
0ह�� ह
 ���* �#��  ���;��� ����� �� �� ��� ��* 0ह �� :� �� Y��� ���� $�ह��  ��, 0ह 
�� :�� ���� $�ह��� * ��ह�� ����� :� �� ��/�& � Y��� �ह� ���� ��* ह���  +��� �� 
��60J;) �� �� ���
 j���� ���� $��ह-, 6�1�� 0ह�� j���� +3���� ह
�� ह# , �
 +�� �� 
����  ह# * ����� ���� j���� ��ह< �  �� +3���� +u� ?��E ��  ह
�� ह#  * +u� ?��E ����� 
�� �� ह���  �� 0�� ���� ह#  �� +��� �X��=  ���� ह# * 0ह�� ��  �� ह� j���� ?
6�
���) 
����  �� �
�EE ����� * ह� 150 ��   x�� ��-��� , �
 ह�� �<��  ��� �� �$9�� ��/�& � �ह� 
�ह���* ह� ?�:��� �
 �� G
� �� ����  ह#  ��� �2�� �"� �
 ह� Z�� ���� � ��  �� ��� 
��$ �� ?�:��� �
 ��$� ����  �� ��- �
�EE �� ����  ह#  �� :���  ��0�<� �� ��� �
4 
��;�� � �4, �
 �# :X�
)=  ��  ��;��  ��  ���� �ह� $�ह�� ह< � , ��� �� .< " ��6�
��)� �� 
�0�� �-�� �� ह� ���� ����  �MX�= �
 �<� �� �� ��� �0%���� �"� �
 ह� 0ह �� 
����� *  �ह�� �ह �ह� ��* ह����  �4 �����1 ��  �ह �� �ह� �� �� :��� �ह�� ह� :X�
)=  
����  �� �0%���� ��* ह����  �
 �����1 ��  :� ����  ��  �ह�* �ह�� �� ��ह< �  �
 :X�
)=  
����  �� ��� ह#, �� �#��  E&2 �� �ह� �� �ह9�& ;��� ��  �9j�<�� �� �
 acceptability  ह# , 
+� ��ह �� ��ह< �  �� �& ���� ��  �ह� �� available  �ह� ह# * �
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@��)... 0ह ��, ��� 
������ if there is no offtake, I have very little. Let me tell you very frankly, I will admit one thing that 

two Groups were appointed by the Government of India, one was appointed by the previous 
Government and the second, the Planning Commission Group, was appointed by this Government; 
and all the  eports that we got were quite worrisome. It was showing that there is a lot of diversion. 
In some of the States, I do not 
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want to take name, in items like wheat there is 100 per cent diversion. I can understand that 
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Public 

Distribution Scheme. �&K�  ���� ह#  �� :� �� j���� Y��� ����  �� �0%���� ह# * �#��  
�� ;)
��E� �� �� �&����  decisions ����* ��;)
��E� ���� ह
, �
 ��;)
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 ��;)� ��, 0ह 1992 ��  
चा�< ��* 0ह 1992 �� $��< ��* 0c= 1990 ��  ��� reveamp system   �� �� :��� 
����)�"   
 0ह�� ���� �Q��4 ����  �� ��X������ �� �� ���� ����� ��  �� ��*   1775 blocks have 

been identified out of 6000 blocks. E&2 ����  anra ft l In fact, there has been a demand to 

restore the Universal Public Distribution System which existed prior to 1992, as I said. But, 
one of the problems is the scale of the issue of wheat and rice differ from State to State during 
that period and it was somewhat near to five to eight kgs. per month, per head. But, more 
important, the difference was that the issue prices were kept at the MHP level. The universal 
periods were changed in 1992 and as 1 said, 1775 blocks Suppose we exactly 
follow the old Universal Public Distribution System which was in existence prior to 1992. 

:��� �ह�� ��� �ह ह
 ��� ��  *ftforall families irrespective of their level of income were 

getting ten kilograms of food grains per month. This would mean about 22 crore families in the 
country would require about only 26.4 million tons of food grains which is there in our kitty 
today but all of you are fully aware that ten kilograms which was part of the decision which 
was implemented universal is not correct and that will definitely affect the common man. 
This also means going back to the pricing formula of the universal PDS and the issue price 
of wheat and rice will have to be increased substantially and have to be above MHP which 
means wheat will be somewhat near to Rs. 10 per kg and rice will be somewhat Rs. 8 to Rs. 
12 per kg. If this is accepted, the BPL and AAY family will therefore, end up getting less 
food grains at a higher price and the present CIP of wheat, rice for AAY is hardly Rs. 2 per 
kilo for wheat and Rs. 3 per kilo for rice and for BPL, Rs. 4.15 paise for wheat and Rs. 5.65 
paise for rice. We have finalised these prices in the year 2002. Shanta Kumarji will accept 
that. He himself was responsible in accepting. He was a competent Food Minister and I 
have seen it. I was sitting on the other side but he always took positive efforts in those days. 
But in those days, rates had been fixed. Till today, we have not changed the rates. Similar 
rates are there even today. If we accept Universal in toto, then, it will not be possible to 
accept this price. That is why there are some problems. I would like to assure our dear 
friends who have raised this issue that I will collect more information. I will collect all the 
old decisions and I am ready to sit with you and whatever is ultimately available in our kitty 
is'available for all affected sections, all weaker sections and, yes, we have got more than 
what is available with us. I have no hesitation to restore the old quotas also. I am ready to 
consider all these things and in this decision, I don't want to take decisions only at my level. 
I am ready to sit with all our colleagues who are taking personal interest, we will discuss 
with you, put all the facts and take a final view and we will try to solve this issue. The 
situation is not simple. It is true that each and every cross-section of the society is affected. 
I think, as I said, our position is comparatively better. I just saw some discussion on the 
television. Mr. Javadekar was there and I think, Brindaji was also there probably and in that 
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discussion, it was discussed whether food riot will be there in India. My request and my 

appeal to everybody is that our position is not that bad. 

He also said somewhere that the international prices of wheat will go up to Rs. 2000 per 

tonne. When we have started procurement and if this type of message goes into the society, 

probably, the unscrupulous elements will take advantage of it. They will resort to hoarding. 

Therefore, we should not create fear in the minds of the public at large. It is true that we have 

to take responsibility and protect farmers' interests. We will definitely take that responsibility. 

But, my earnest appeal to all of you is that please don't create an atmosphere of scarcity in 

the entire country which will, ultimately, create more crisis. Thank you. 

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Mr. Minister, what about the forward 

trading? 

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sorry, I had forgotten to reply to that point. In fact, the House 

is fully aware and the hon. Members are also fully aware that the hon. Finance Minister in 

his last Budget speech announced constitution of an Expert Committee to study the futures 

trading under the Chairmanship of Dr. Abhijit Sen. The Committee should submit its Report 

with its recommendations and suggestions on the futures trading. We were expecting that the 

Committee would submit its Report within 3,4 or within 6 months. But, practically, we have 

not received any Report for the last 12 months. 

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: The Standing Committee on Agriculture has given its 

recommendations. 

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Yes. I know that. But, the views are totally contrary. I was just 

reading an article of an economist just two days back. He said that in India, because of 

inflation and price rise, if the Government is going to attack the Forward Markets Commission, 

that means, the Government wants to kill the messenger. The messenger who describes 

the 

future prices and which he intimates to farmers... 

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: I quoted that Report during my speech. They talked of US 

$ 3 billion of transaction a day. In the same article, he talked of US $ 3 billion of value 

transaction a day in our forward market. You look at the dimension. Look at the huge 

size... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: I agree. And, at the same time, there are totally contrary views. 

I was just saying which countries are essentially depending on this. 

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: There will always be contrary views. You have to take a 

stand in favour of the common person... (Interruptions)... How can you wait for that? 
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 �� ��� �
��:  �ह�, ��X�� ��� ह#, :��� �ह�� $�� �:)� ����� ��- *  
We have removed wheat. We have removed rice. We have removed Toor dal. We have 
removed Urad. After removal of Toor dal from the Commodity Exchange, its price has come  
own. But, I have to accept one thing. The price of wheat is stable and the price of Urad has 
come down. And, I have to accept one more thing. Though we have removed rice, it is not 
really traded there. That is 
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why one has to go into detail. I just like to assure this august House that I have requested 

Dr. Abhijit Sen that we want his Committee's Report and I also said that if I don't get Report 

within 10 days, then those who are interested to understand this subject and those who know 

and those who have some definite views, I have no objection to call them, sit with them and 

take corrective action only on agriculture products, not other things. 
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SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, he has not replied to many of the issues 

... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir, we are not satisfied with the Minister's reply. So, we 

are walking out..(Interruptions)... 

(At this stage, some hon. Member left the Chamber) 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned till 3.00 p.m. 

The House then adjourned at five minutes 

past two of the clock. 

The House reassembled after lunch at fifteen minutes past three of the clock. 

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI UDAY PRATAP SINGH) in the Chair] 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' RESOLUTIONS 

Deteriorating position of supply of crude oil, LPG and other petroleum products in 
the country 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI UDAY PRATAP SINGH): Shri Gireesh Kumar Sanghi. 

Not present. 

Shri Vijay J. Darda to move the resolution regarding need to increase the indigenous 

production of crude oil, LPG and other petroleum products in the country. 

SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA (Maharashtra): Sir, I move:— 

"That this House expresses its deep concern over the deteriorating position of supply of 

crude oil, LPG and other petroleum products in the country in the wake of rising global 

prices of crude coupled with our dependence on around seventy five per cent of oil from 

imports and urges upon the Government to increase the indigenous production and gradually 

end the growing adulteration and diversion of highly subsidized petrol, diesel, LPG and 

kerosene to unintended beneficiaries by initiating following measures:— 

(i) Optimum exploration and production of crude oil and gas from offshore deep sea 

bed or from on-shore wells; 


