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The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will take up the
Resolution of Shri Nagendra Nath Ojha.

CENTRAL LEGISLATION FOR WELFARE OF AGRICULTURAL

WORKERS
STt AR T 3iten (FABR) : SURHTUT AeIeaT, H Wi HRal g fobr

Py DT BT ARG, M1i¥e IR #§ GIR &3 &R DT
S gemsll 1 fafrafia 6y S &1 srawgear W =R $3d g,
YT T Hbed PRAT © [P P81 ABR Pl BV HHBRI b BT
& feorg Safafe 3 afga S faum o1 sifaew s #-9 &
foTT 3maeys wed Se™ ATy I

IYHATART AT, # SR § 5 H31 11T S U1 D1 U P BT HpT
ol | o Nt & SR I8 FH AT § 79 I8 fafees gar o, el 3% ar
31 9 U B BT AIhT 8! e o1, 319 HidhT e @ |

HEIGAT, 39 TG B §U H B I1d e | W A18dT § 11998
9 IS | W HOIqRl & fIT Besi1g DI a1 & IR § 1T MY Gyl
TR WR 989 g3 o 3R IHH MU fewoft 1wt Heeaqut off | #5 Rl 3
off, I 989 b SR SATY 20 A SATET IR ST {7 3R 3 9 319 Th
2R 41 heT AT

o @ 9 5Pl BT AIRR A BIRIS,
I A & BY WIM-T-TgH Bl el &l |

ST 959 81 38T oft, SHH ofd W TEa PR g AU Ig Pel o1 3R A1 S,
519 F=1, o) oo oft &, 31oe S 9 2R o aref ff wHsmAT e |

HIAT1 SNIGEAT WM ST (FIRWVS): AR d T8 T b |

37t TR 71T 3HTSATE 311R AU S8 AT §U I8 A1 bl o1 o 4§ 781
ATE< b T B STl AT ST, SAAY BT R AT 3R AT S oo
ST H e AT o 3 A= YT DI a1 G20 1 I8 A 3 A SIIY 3R
Srfie 1 71g ol fob 1998 6 &1 a8 DI a1 ST, b1 a8 21 & |
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qBIedT, § BB A1ed g [ ST Ay AT 1998 HI BT 519 HATAT
F< 1T GRS BT UH A TSI T, Hfa-e e Ao o7 ST fIvy W) &R 59
wfee e 4, Hel 9eT U7 IR H, 59T 1 Seoiwg fohar Tam o f6 =49
HSTGRI & feTg 311 Tep ST I &1 €, 9 e A9IGRI b [l B &1 bR 4§
3T & | SHITY W HGRI b [T Ueh st 1 BT SR ST STe”1 8 | 4
BRI 51 HATAY 59 1T BT © & W ASIGRI B 1Y s 1F BT 11 1Y |
39 qET | 579 HAT AT T € b AT I I1IT SIYI, FRBIR DI
§I & foIU Ofag © | ReR 98 718, IHS T TR 3 U GHRI WRPR S |
HBIGAT, ARBR Iaor A MAHABATY gael Al © b TRBR P Hieragal
TET dael Wehell © | 37X 1998 H g Bl AT b WK Wferg 8 1 &9 WA
& o 311 1 ARPR Uciag & 3R Y8 WRPR T8 BT a1 o 1o 3MeT baH
IOV | I8 Y W HoIgRI 4 Hf BT S H1 8 |

[SuRTHTeEgel(3f} STeIaR ™ Q¥R &d ) FoRfF gu |

IYGUTET HBIY, T8 Fed SHdT 8 fh AR <97 &1 9a9 iy
TqHT T HOIGRI BT © AR ST ATEET I B SATEIET BT TP =1ATS TFAT L |
IR BH ATHIOT AT T < dT ATHIOT AT § $97h1 SMaTe] U s 8 |
3Tl HRIRT W AOIGRI b1 AT 10 PRIS | SATET & | 3 AN B I8 Wi B,
T AN H1 I [aTd & | SAAY IS PIA M12ad B H g1 S A108T |

qgIad, BAR] ST JOITeAl W ST B, ST gIRT , STl & feTg
RGN T WAl gl fremer S om T | ool | ¥E & a1 aHeT ¥ §
{5 8 ST fl WRPR & 2 g8 ST I 40 D1 AT BT Tp A 2ATs T 8,
B FWSI © o 98 VT 181 eI 81 | 3R 98 Bl o1 31ef Ferel 2 A1 a8
I I © fb AR <9 A DI THT R fob SR & HIT B, BIiPedl AT
TR 1 Yo o Al 8, TH THSHY of S el T, BT H sG] ST Al !
fHRT | 3R @ B FHsId © A1 IS8T FHeI © 6 3R B | Sfeuie 81 a1 8,
BAR TR ST I el &, BARI ag-dicdl & A1 gk Bl Aebll ©, T8l
T foF TIPSR fammey gferd S9! 81 PR Ahddl © T THIER & S
ITHT BT I Fdhd & | IR d 3 e H 39+ fRIfT & IR § & Jwsd
A1 92 TS © 3R I8 WEl € % anvf 9o R ff B €, g1 ot Sivred
THR A & b I BT D1 d YT T8] FHS © | SAITT 31T d AR PR
T T, T B a1 91 T AR R I8 2 T S forw qur A s g T
2, TAIAY Ik foIU BT T A1BY | ST I8 W1aT & o AT Aoig?)
BT Bl BISHR Dls G BT a3 ¥ gAR oY 781 8, $AY B4R o1y I8
BT I AT | SR YS BT 991 ¢ 1 SHDT GG g1 19 I8 BT fp
ITHT 39 Fave § fIear ST | 99 4 99sT Gdhd B {6 Sh fav i ve
BT B 3R I DI BT SHIATA Db d 37T TG § IR 1 bl € 3MR
U J5aR Il JoIR Hehd © | I8 Sl © b Aaah! ITSTiicreh aRTaR]T BT Bh
e & SIf oiret oY 50 SRET D1 AR &b 18 W FHIMAD 3R SATED ST
H 4 RIERT IR BT AT S | A6 26 ST 1960 Bl

310



[15 December, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

AU |91 BT R Y PRSISYRE 3% AT BT drgelc PR U .
IRISHR ST 1 ST bl AT, H IHPI FIC HRAT ATBAT G -

*We are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics
we will have equality, and in social and economic life we shall
have inequality. How long shall we continue to deny equality
in social and economic life? If we continue to deny it for long,
we will do so by putting our democracy in peril. We must
remove this contradiction at the earliest possible moment, or
else, those who suffer from inequality will blow up the
structure of democracy which the Assembly has so
laboriously built up.*
A 91 3. IFISHR F 26 TR 1950 DI B I | A A ¢ fob % fRafay sy
ft M € | 98 SRIAAT AHIfTD 3iR 3fEd & # 3meT Wt wrw € 3iR &H
HHS el © [ [ T9d B TRGB FRT B §U ST, SSHR A aT+T &
off | 59 SN € b 3R 89 HIH 14 € I8 R v gu fob wrnfre siRk
3MTfEres Sfia § i1 IR SR1eT 8 SiR 39 83 o e 19 qdl g8 ©d AoigR] &)
SNTETET & 1 &1 AT & [ STaex SrdSdx &l YT B Bax BRIl gH el
& o arufl SHIshel D1 %l B & 1T &H Hed TSI | I8 DI W HOlGRI
BT g 39 BT 979 T € | AR FIe ¥ S et fohan 2, gAY SHIh 31
S Tt 99941 © 39 TS9N ® 98 Ud $HSH BT | ARiGd, I A Ht o 9
W TST GaN B | 311 959 B3 D1 1 3iR F8 B) Y ST el 8 | 59 wwsi
& b e P 3fER 1974 H W WOIGRI b (oY e Wdhear gy Yae AT
H T | 9 e WR W, WHR & WX W I8 AW faRef g 1 e 7 |
BT Wb § b 7S, 1974 H WIST HAST Bl gHY) 96 H st DI Bl
SIS bl Xlfehe feban 7T | § e Hebell g feb 1975 | fAf=T 1ol o 514
AT P 269 WA H HIA A WA AOIGRI b AU IY 7Y BIAT bl GRS
BT 3R YATd f&am TR1 36 91 W P T AIGRI & (U U AT BT I
T ST AT | AT 1978 H ARBIR b ATHIOT SFHITST AGIGRI b Je WR
JATY Y I FRIAT H T AGGRI b Bl 3R JR&T & HeTolR Uh
BT DI g WR = foan i o | fHa=R 1978 # S woTgRl &
g ey woIrg AT BT T fHar TR 3R I FEI BIA & UTed a1
& ded § gare o o mer) 9id) 18 3l 39 ufifa 7 sro=r & fsa |
1981 8 39 fA9ue & Uy W &9 H5RRT & g9 ° fommr foear wan afes
fIeae & UTeU BT A Bls T HIIH T8l bl off Ibl off | ¥ T 9
fewaR, 1986 # +19 wWiAT ¥ Wg A9<IT WARHR AT & vah Iuafifd
&1 oA forar 519 Su wfifer & iR AR g 99T & dew s [oar
SIS S 9 S R 81 Y € | 39 |fifa 3 o s Rt < ik 39
JHfT = ) 3BT TR B | T ANE A 7 TIR 1988 D1 579 A3AT & 37
HRIG H W ARl $ U SIH 91 & Gy § @R e w139
HRIAT DI 3ATH I I8 oA b W AIGRI BT ARAAD FHRAT B LI &
BT I8 B 991 W IR fHar 91Y | 39 @R ¥ Y3l @R fqavor a4
T NI Afeh TS Ul
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¥ T 8, BY U ATeT & 3Tl TR IRPRT TR TR, TR pafedl & &R
IR, oW fqumT & Sfdqetd, <19 | & I & srid oI IHI -9y W) B
32 981 % fauy armdr &1 3R 39 W BIs &1 ¥ a1 oft {6 ST gaaen &
ST Ul & 1T U I 1 STasehdl € | aRTER 0 '8 1 a1 Bl Sl
BT 119175 T 1998 TP 31T Tl MV, 1998 H 33 BT A Smeamg+ fear man
IR T 39 A W a1 foAT 9 e famef 21w 8, 25 a9f 9 39 R faar
fawret 81 7e1 € | U7 ©a worgRl &1 S a9t © R sy infa & @ €,
SIS & AT 8, SL.dLAS. & o €, AR g9 & ga9 aferd , difsd,
TS SR 3nfEd $u F s i § SIS 25 Iuf J T8 AW Afd 2 |
TR U8 GEX q9h BT AT BT d1 S $TA W I 991 Afd i 2
HoIGRI & 9 W, S9d 1 B B Tl ARl & di9 § I8 79 Sodl © 6
MRaR I8 R fha &t & ? R w90 &1 WieR fear sirar 8, ST
BT I b [T BTHY b 3ER ST [T ST qAT TS BB AT 6 fob
ST I8 DI T, STeg ¥ DI a1 125 91 b AR I8 Sod 0T IR0
T2 B1aT € 1 3NRER I8 WRER fhasd! & 2 89 99s € fh 8K I8 WRaR 39
& U A1 &R &1 FHA A1ed] © o I8 R Wl WRPR & 1 Wd AoIgR1
& foTQ B B G 1 ST-0 © | A8 189, B9 37| GaRIISH &1 3ed
SN A Igd SE BT § | B9 3Wd © o ST g BIREN & it g €1 o
RIS {97 & 3SR Tep Y & IR A q1A1 AT b W qolgRl & 49 4
g STIferal B Wl fqeet 8, 99 &b 3fex S fdbas sy 1 WEl ©,
Fad 12,13 TH I TR Y § BT 2600 F AT AT gs ¢ | S a8 4
ORI Y & AT B ST 5,7,10 X1 b < faene = & afed 12 € 1 34
TRE A e © | 31T B8 Hhdl ©, I8 IRPR B8 Fbell & b JoH b oI JeH
RIS ATl BT 8, TR RAb & T A ISR YIS 8,78 AT 8, T8
IS € 1 31T BH 3 dx8 &1 A1l & 9 1 Gabd 8, Aferd & s
18T § S SR Bl bl &b 1Y BT € iR a8 1989 A SAKTd A 8, olfh
1995 9 2000 P d19 ¥ BHR T2 H Ppad JFHAd SATAT SR ST Pl ©FS
AT, A & W A9IGR]1 B1 Bl T AT 2600 F SATET TS ITH1 83 ©,
B D! BT BT ehe1 H 3F7L T 1 JMIBT ISR AT © | BH I
IR B AT BT < a7 SMUBT ISHIR AAY 1 96T I o Y&l § df
2RI B 319 10 THTerd 3 SATGT RISHIR & (@R Jiord gU 8 | S AT 3o o1
ISR &1 gTerd 37+ e oIk 32 2 1 319 &8 v € b 3Fah TR
BT AT 8 ST S8 TN 61 36T § HR I & 77 €1 <91 I sifiqcad
g, AfpT 80 39 B € fh 1993 & 918 @ a1 WY & @1 I A B a1l B
T H PIg HHI AT BT M BT 781 8 | AfBT 1951-52 I T B TS BH
fRafa &1 <= a1 R = 7 AT 1952 ¥ W @Y Y 9 9 9, W9 9,
I B WRT , 3R TRBRY Afhel bl o dl 9gd SaTaT Bl iy 34 781 2,
AT ST Bl e et WY T Y XwT & 9”1 519 39 g1 59 § WG
firem & fov w¥a Saawic & 9 W), Uideay Sgaude & 99 W),
MRS I & 1 TR, dRE-AXE & AW R HIS] SUIT Fd 6 Bl T
FRA B, TR WY Ta AoigR] &) (IR 7 BIg YoIR 81 gam © | 4 M 3R
RS U 3, iepiad o0 3 Fa9 Sarar 9 2 11950 &
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91 9 319 b 31T 3791 37T Yomeft IR 1 - Fehd 8, 39 Td B Febdl & fob
SR & Sfer Ha TR YU BAR 99 & 3ax UgT 8178 © | 3119 e 3R
Aqehd © o e deR g & & o gART 91 g1 &1 81s W o
BT 2 | 9 99 BT MY ST B Thd B, el <2 & 3 FReRT &1 dwe &1
Rgu ik ftpr RaT o faemer wvea g9R <91 9§ fh1 foReR @ &1 € a1 ey
URAT fop & W ASIGRT b 419 H W 31T B | I oIV Aiwphere &= 4 H1 B8
SATGT daTcll I8! ST © | §ahT Gawhl Hol SHd! afTal § an ffse 14,
fifgd I, A9ue fird SRR 8k I9@T WY BTeld o7of 9g8lell # © | 3
e faeprr Arorrsit &1 =re fam 8, 97T Rtee, 1T aRomM I8 &, #
faege fifea ou o, THRIHS ©U A 5D T81 Sl §, el AR Haer
& 3feR NP , ATHIID, APl &7 A, B &7 H aRIeR] $I aIET & 34
3R A VI # AT & A1 W AoIGR1 P AT, UTHI0T IR BT G961, ST
BT T9HT 99 aford iR Hifsd & | S S & fov 3t 391 & 3fey W
HOIGR el & €9 ¥ 3R HIg Heaqul 71 3o 81 2 a1 98 I8 fo5 39
foTg Teh Fesfiar BT G127 ST SR SAHT 579 B ART I T2 &, T 7 d B
& A1 591 312l B TEI € 6 P o9 ST 9 7l 7 AR R A R o
TG | AfheT @ s € % &1 99 9 & 89R 819 ¥ U iR fiverm
I cIh) B 37U FRAfeT § YR bx I |

qBiey, # SATET H9F 81 o | 3id | § He Arsal g & @i g8
AT 1975 W e § | IR-AR & | qriaT fhan 11 8, I8 W1 4 are faen g,
13 1980 # WIep AT P 3R Y 3T ST BT RSTII U foham T o 1 3iR
1980 ® 1 TehTelI ARDR b 41 H=i1 - bl AT fb ¥8 BT Slea 81§, Ha
W IE AN A B, 9 TR B AR B | <lfhT1 3151 PN & &= A i A7
fiferi ARy @t 51 *E €, PN F &= | S uRacdT I €, 89 WA © b
SO RTl &1 FHRAT & W W T AGGRI b1 FHET Wl ATET o8 3R
SaTeT TR BT | 39 9@ §U Sd [T TS 3R $ls st 1d BT I
ST ST AT 8, 3R g8 | YT AT b1 AT & A1 S| BTeld SR IaaR s
3R arefY T Tt 1 96 TPy & M W, Sk S<@A & W W 9 B
Tt 2, 98 IR 9BR 81 STt | gefiferg w11 fraed € 6 98 WReR 39 drF
B 218 917 | I8 IR R iR Bis ff IWpR o s SRAT A 2, 4 99 Th
T 91T 2 b 50 IR RT & 917 g T8 © | §9 914 BT I8MT 91
S DI b [T ST 519 HATerd & U fdel , I fdel b1 He & siav uer -7el
foran ST © 1 Weie Y, U% wel B, % 5w WReRI & i wied 78 © iR %
U1 15 HRBR © FoTTh JAIES a1 © 16 39 B b 991 &b 918 HSPI R
G T | $9F TR & U I TR Hf § A Fedl § fr g o §
W HOIGRI BT AU & | 3 AT &b qch 15 WPR & Aehdll & o1 I8 I
DRI BT AT 181 8, AfaemT & siex a=radt o1 it Rigid uer foram i, i
Hife faee 9@

313



RAJYA SABHA [15 December, 2000]

&, I T ARBRI BT AHAl 81 8, I8 s DR BT AT & | THR TS A
St aferd , Nfed SR 2 €, S9! R8T 31 4R, I7h I Bl IR Ha 1
PR W & | I8 [T 15T TRPR BT 81 b © <lich HH 4 B T HlSc
BT I H b WRPR &b 1 [Gabd & ? A8, B AT AR AU
i1 <1 7 el € 1 50 WHRT & IR § B IXHR B 95 SHIG ot |
JITAAT 1982 | BT 39 HIHA D I IRBRI T GIY AT -7 o7 b 8RR o
HRBR TS 1 3T H B P AISe U IT R Dl AJHRV HRd §U IS BT
T Febell & <lfchT bRl b a1 Rt FIYRT BT HRBR 7 Tl HOGRI b (1T el
A BT 11, (B gaR 19y 3 8T 94141 | 12-13 A1 BT U8 AgAd © fb
P78 1 RDIR I WRPRI A Bl © fob 3R d 4TS A1 BT 941 Aebell & 3R
S TS WRBR] & STATdT (BT 7 B 81 F11 a1 I8 FTH1 by DR Bl
370 BT | 91 A1BT | 39 ATTRD e IRBR DI H HATATT 3R 59 T
1 ¢ T 9 PIYA BT 1 SR © Al 89 T81 G © 15 [T PR B
feaerd § | 931 o1 ¢ % I8 WRPR FHs & 6 SRR ga! AN 1 89 a1
HIT 1 BHIRT T R o | 59 Ave ¥ (bl farnet avf 1 o1l 89R <% &1 U
HeTdh el oWl &, S0 39 ARE U TORACTS R $1 (H-Ted U &1 Bl
AT 3R e I b ot & SR TET 8T | §1 beehy § Wi et § b
Ted 39 URTT DI IR B 3R WRPR 39 f9el 1 A1 o I97 J fRd B,
TR Ul B 3R W AOIGRI &b Y @IS B PTT q1¢ MY e
Ik TS I SR BT TR 81, I IGMR B TREST 81, Ik foIu
USRI BT RS B, S7d [T HATol BIe &) @pawe g1, 3 forg fafeee o
AT B, IIcb qed| D1 R P AT 37T e 91 $1 g 81 3R Sk
PRI ¥ HfAd AR HTaeT=1 A Yeh Th @TYH besi I Bl I8 ARBR qIY
| S e o 2T # 31Ul I1d HHTS PRl G SR U8 Hehed THRJd BT g |

The question was proposed.

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Goa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
just like the other Members have done, | would like to congratulate the
mover of this Resolution for having brought this important Resolution. |
would also congratulate him on his very eloquent speech that really
shows his genuine commitment to the cause of the weaker sections, in
general, and the agricultural labour, in particular.

The weaker sections are those sections of the society who
have as much talent and ability as anybody else, but who remain weak
because of lack of opportunities to bring their talent and their ability to
fruition --lack of opportunities in terms of health facilities, in terms of
proper food and nutrition, in terms, particularly, of education, and, in
fact, in terms of the overall infrastructure in the areas where they live
and grow.
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The hon. Member, the mover of the Resolution, wants us to
bring a new legislation. | fully support him. But what | would like to say
here is that the legislation that is already there -- about the
implementation of which the Supreme Court has asked the
Government again and again --remains unimplemented. The problem
with our country is not so much of lack of laws; it is one of lack of
implementation of laws. Therefore, | want to bring, at the very outset,
the problem of bonded labour to the attention of this hon. House.

What is bonded labour? The traditional concept is that a
bonded labourer is one who is almost in the form of slavery to
somebody else. But the Supreme Court has defined it in more than
one case. | will cite the cases of People's Union for Democratic Rights
and Others vs. the Union of India and Others, of 1982, and the
Bandhua Mukti Morcha vs. the Union of India and Others, of 1984.
The Supreme Court has decided that, apart from the conventional
concept of bonded labour, all those labour to which the minimum
wages are not paid are also within the concept of bonded labour.
Now, the minimum wages vary from State to State and are fix*d after
understanding the ability of the employers to pay. But, in spite of the
minimum wages being fixed statutorily and being enforceable, the
minimum wages are not being paid very often. Therefore, we have the
following position. In India, we have 65 million bonded child labour --
which is even worse -- and 350 million adult labour living a life of
bondage in contemporary forms of slavery. Child labour in the age
group of 5 to "14 years is rampant, not only in agriculture, but also in
other places like quarries, brick kilns, which are very hazardous and
tough jobs. It is tragic, and | will mention that the distance between the
speeches that we make here and the deed is big because, just now,
we have our Parliament Library building being built here and there are
labourers there who are bonded labourers and to whom minimum
wages are not being paid. Mr. Minister, you kindly investigate it Since '
am working on this question of bonded labour, | will request the hon.
Minister to look into what is happening in the Parliament premises. As
far as the construction of the Parliament Library is concerned, what is
the condition of the workers who are employed there? What are the
wages being paid to them? How much child labour is employed there?
If we cannot do it here, what are we talking about’ Therefore, Sir, |
would request the hon. Minister to please ensure, firstly, that legal
provisions concerning child labour are strictly implemented. There are
several provisions. There are several Acts. 1 have the list here, but |
do not want to waste the time of the House by referring to them. But |
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would like to say that there are two main Acts concerning bonded
labour and concerning abolition of bonded labour. Apart from that,
there are international conventions of ILO and others to which we are
a signatory. All these Acts are not being implemented because of lack
of political will. Therefore, we have these millions and millions of
people, including children working as bonded labour, without getting
the minimum wages.

Since | am deeply concerned with this matter and, | am' sure,
everybody in this House is deeply concerned with this matter, | would
request the hon. Minister to proceed with my work on this subject. You
kindly send me a note on this as to what the position is, during the
intersession period, so that | can also collaborate and cooperate with
the Minister. | say this because this is not a question of party. These
are fundamental questions, and, on these fundamental questions -- at
least, on this fundamental question -- | am sure, all of us feel as one
and, therefore, | offer my unstinted cooperation to the Minister and to
the Government in eliminating and eradicating, in the first instance, the
bonded labour, as far as children are concerned. Sir, that is the
position, as far as the bonded labour is concerned. | want to make one
more point, and that concerns the agricultural labour, in general. The
plight of agricultural labour is terrible at this point of time. The
agricultural labour and marginal farmers are committing suicide. The
marginal farmers are committing suicide because the prices of
agricultural commodities have collapsed. |, myself, am a farmer. | have
a small farm and | can say from my own experience, in my own area,
that the prices of coconut have collapsed completely, from Rs.8 to
Rs.2. The prices of arecanut, which is the other major crop in my area,
have collapsed from Rs. 150 per kilogram to Rs.50 per kilogram. Why
am | saying this? If the prices collapse, then the employer also cannot
pay proper wages. If he is asked to pay some wages which he cannot
afford, then he will not have the labour at all. Therefore, the labour
does not complain against the reduced wages because it is better to
get some wages, even though it is less than the minimum wages,
rather than getting no wages at all. Therefore, it is of utmost
importance that the Government should look at the prices of
agricultural commodities and see to it that our agriculture does not
collapse, because our agriculture is on the brink of collapse now.
People in my area, for instance, people like me will stop producing
coconut, will stop producing arecanut and all these crops that we are
producing. If we stop agriculture, then there will be no question of
agricultural labour. Then you will have the question of all these
labourers moving into the cities, moving into slums; not getting
employment in cities
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either, and then getting more and more unrest, trouble, riots and
chaos. Therefore, Sir, some Members of Parliament, including myself,
have written on November 11 to the hon. Prime Minister asking him to
raise the import duty. That is number one. Improve on procurement
prices. That is number two. And number three, to provide technology,
which is modern, to our farmers so that our production can compete
with the production and technology of transnationals like Monsanto,
Cargill, etc. Now, the point f am making here is, the Government
should take strict action, with a political will, to combat this great
tragedy and menace of bonded labour. So long as we have people in
this situation, globalisation and liberalisation will destroy this country,
Globalisation, liberalisation and new economic policies are good for a
country which has people with the minimum standards of living and
minimum education. If the minimum standards are not there, then
globalisation, liberalisation and all these economic policies are
destructive and suicidal for the country. Therefore, it is necessary to
abolish bonded labour by implementing the existing laws. It is also
necessary to protect our agriculture because only when we protect
our agriculture, we can protect our agricultural labour by raising the
import duties, by improving on the procurement prices and system
and by providing modern technology to our farmers so that we can
compete globally by producing in a much more productive way than
we are doing at present. | don't want to take any more time of the
House. | thank you for giving me the opportunity to mention these few
matters.

HAHT MagaT W ISTHI(RES): qax AawH, 1 AR 1
3T Sft 7 S a9 fona B, ST el oiR faurd #vd gu A 9 I
Fe ATedl § | AR BAR WIS $1 A o] , Ha9 WRIF 3R a9
HEGH TGDT © | ST ART AU - Y B HATS I RUS1-IIST Bh e BHAT
2 3R 39 91l =i & Sl BT HUN IS Bl BRI HYd & S8 3R 39
S BT [ SATGT DI SHRIT AT D1 WG § & AT IHBT A4 AOIGR 3R
W AOIGR © | §HAT I 98 USel 39 RS b HoIgRI 4 bel o7 b 3R g
HEGH! BT RIBGR IR ST S, T#e GFolR 8 8] [ ST 8, U1 SHH W)
TR el G 81 STl 8, ST GRRT A1 T8l adT 8, §HAd GoRT A1
TE Tt 2, AR TR T FEART 1 Hd a1 R W9 9 g8 Ht B
HIRR T 81 oM, IF Wd $ 8 GIRM-U-TGH Pl STell G | ASIGRI BT
A TN H ah, a7 ARG & SUUT H Fihehy ST AT Il 98 8
IIRG e ¥ET ¢ 31 31 I¥ 81 & 919 SY dACHI-dchd, TIeM-G IS dlaR
T AT & SITQ SR 34 forg Ao Rawans! &1 big o11e 8] B a9
THIE B 3Gt U1 BRAT iR e U 97 B ORI | WY HigdwH, s AR
<q1eT TSI ST <1 ST IRATd U fham & # SHah! wRYR fEARIT &_d U I8 bl
AR % g™ aut & i1 =1 geara A 2, A b 2T 7 STl o W8 8 SR
I IR GHAH Hed b1 o1 Bl &
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o WoIgRT & THIGIHRTST B YRR BT oo & U B1g I fFrebet 31MY
R ARIOIS 2T UR Y8HT TGaT B 9ol 9l TR 5~ &aT 1 | 31T 39 IRIal
B TG Rywgefl 3R saadt 4 aun & fou 318 TR 781 ¢ 91 3 1 uidi 3,
forstt oft oIt &Y gHAd B iR B ff GFERM B | 3 AR D1 At are
foree o s1ox 1t & afer feare foree # ol €T 1l | 59 8 8k aRaR
& Souidd IS & fau g9 Hft dofler 8 gl | § 39 W) faedt <fe-T1s
IR &1 STORT HegH 81 BT dfcth I ol fUaaR AT o1 X8, S 2l
T 31T XET B, ST 3B Ided 999 F oV 3199 ¥ #= weiey 9 feuis
dRA1 § | §HHT 4 T8 DB T8l § b 1975 A 39 Al W TR BI BT 8 WA
HEl 81 U1 Y81 § 1 SRR o19 deb I8 19 1 -T8] fha1 TR 1 1998 3 S
BISY H leR ey 47 Sroumaerd Sfl 5 39 WR B 99 &1 rzara faan
o7 | 95 TRBR el T3 clfch AT IRIGT Al TRHR BT dXG I AT & fohedl IR
B TG I TS g1 T | 39 d1Q BT IHR FHSIHY A BlSl WY dfcdh IIGT U
HRHR FHHRR THRAT A 3 RIS DI A MR IH R B D1 BRI B
ST | IR Yl H g SIRI W HolgR AR U § | a1 foralt afe,
Rrerape! g8 forewfl § 1 a0 & 11 eRared o1 <1 € 98 =d #9Igx & FAf &
TS B 1 TS I oIRAT I9h {0 |9a 81, ¥e9d A J 31T 8, Bl W IGhR 4
31 & | AR 11 €, Wl o S 3 R S 8 131 A1 & 99IgR Sl U &
forg fer @ fided €, 0 & fadd 2, IR FANR Y@ F o qal 3
TG S & Ih1 BTl I8 © 16 T A1 | W dTel AoIgRI bl WY =T, S
BIHH W Ieb1 o A1 Vel 3gaT W $9 X8 & WdRId Id! foradl 4 fud
T 2 10 A o forg, St Riesft ok Hia & dia ded gu S e S fog
for el BT 1 T BT ST 21 & 2 FIT I (Y AT Dl STHR T8l &
? 1 IS forg J@-gfaenshi &Y Sioxd 781 8 2 Bis ff V1 q9at T8 g S
YI-Gfaen 39 gpwa I B T FR I8T 81 | 98 W AoIgR Sl el IIh
fAfReRT, §pd , U, OIS, TH.TA.U. 3R T2 & AR AR & 48 O 31 o
S BT B BT 8 MRER IAN TG YRawmd ® e s et € 2 § 7w
SATRET B U YT 1 TS BT AR (b IHD felg , IHP F=al Bl
dTel| & foIU IRPR BT SURI B A1RY | ST Iooldel I & fIw SHHT
9T HRAET TRY | HH F HH Uh SUAT ISTHT §19 & 17 a7 foar o
9 v 72N & e 1 Y S 1 B e 99 B S0 ar oft $9F Soorad
sy & foU T 38T 3R PRIR Had SSIAT ST el © | 1 &1 § T a1
3R FBT A18dl § b Soo Agforad & forg 1 S foTg sreueTet S Sy |
3BT 28] 9991 & foTv 591 I=al & foTT arelid &1 S fopam ST 1 3R A
AR =Sl TE1 81l & o g8 HolgR Sl 3 X BTN 4 © b 98 SIS o S| A
Had § TR AT 8, TH & ST A o S | TR A 8, AT & S A
SUHT IS IoTS STt B | TAT BT TR I S © 3R AR aTed] Bl BTeAd
UHT B € {3 d Ppeurel IR US REd €, d Y@ I W B B 3R HUST So[hR ol
a1 Ue W o & 6 IR 18l 9 o<t fegadl 89IRI,8H gagd & SHd! 3
Tfei BHIRT |

q1 U gAger A 9T, U1 ot w4 18T RTH gagd & AH W)
HId IS BI 3R UM & M W AR A A1 SA1&T Jae) et o= aref
GEMSINEER]
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HSIGRI 1 TTdel BAR A AT | B YOIIRS B fh §9h 1T 319ebT bl
M A1V 3R 39 IR ¥ fda g g7 @nfev ok Sud SHa et fop
HIgd MRET BT AT |

3MRER B I8 FEA1 d16d © b I A9IgR RS a1 721 8,
R a8 & v A= 12T ®, Sd fiIv IRBR b1 g1 HRAT AR
AR 3281 8 f6 & 9 $F I U 89 76 ST T RA1 S99 d gl
SITAT o 1<l & dTel HOIqR B b 1<l 39 qTefded] D] bR AUAT Si1a
TR Aeh 3R T T B F BM 3T b | 395 Sovdd WiasT & forg #=01 St
SR BIg AT SARAT | # ST § % 39 faat &1 gat Sl & arer 31
ARAT 8T oifeh SR fet 2T o1 X1 & 1 HH | HH DIy RG] BT 3R
P 1Y 1 A1 T Folgd MRS dTell Th 17 bR I difch I A
& foIg oo o <1 weh | g=aTe, gfehan |

Iyt (3ft IR 3aviaR ga) : # 5ff gt S BT gAS IAA
Ugd H I el ATedl § 16 39 A § B U8 Abod A PIAT © | 3]
AT AT S 9 IRPR BT S 987 B S WX qieidl, S f) 319 == ame |
ft 57 T4t /U o & forT 6 o @R 2 | gafee wxr fdeq B o i e
H 31U 919 B8 RlfPp Hhed &b I T8 T BT MR f § 3R WRPR Bl
we7 Hl YT 1 9 5.21 T TH FHI HRAT & | §ATTT BT SR T 39 91
T RGP 31T q1fe1T |

Y. Ieee fag a9t (STR 999D = JIIeR, 319 931 99 &1, 39
foIq 9gd 9gd g=a1e | ST 39+ H8l € H 9gd 81 Wely 4 3791 a1 bl &
B TS BT |

IS, ¥ a9 YS! 33 b Bl o aTel MexOfRy 91$ 3N Sft &7
qUTS ol §, ORI odl § Sl S8 AR WA & U U v, il qret 4
2, W 99 & oIy us s faem a9 & IR # U8t R hed IR fhar g |
$9d fIU § S9! YH: g=Id1e 9l § | AIgaR, 1947 | BHIRT <20 37Tolle 3Tl
3R 1950 # BHIRT HALT &1 3T | HiqemT &1 #e off fob 9= # e arel
I oft AT € S 99 BT AADT B DI IR ISR fHrerm | awft
HYTA 81 3R Ueh AoTgd q2T Grax S 27 bl (A1 BT | <lfh=1 954 81 T & |1
HE TS & {6 2 D1 31141 BT U 95 I91 AN, HY H B B ared ARt
3T WY ST 66 WG B, § AT § [ 3 66 BIFCT A H 31T F ATGT AN Py
HHBR S1¥7H & D! Rl oot ol 3feN 4§ § SR 518t oot 1 faar &)
{01 781 ugd IS B | PN BHER siffew B 2T afeeh Wl § BT A aTel
T 1 < €, d =18 P HHGR i, =1e fbar 81, pub i a141 Bl & auf
W N7 ST UST & | a8 A I8 IS 2907 gAY ST TS 8T § Flfd Hiy
T ST &3 T I8 SRAST &7 T | WfSd &5 o S HA ardl Sl AR § 91
ITD] WA PO ANG B T 7 Bl 98 IRBR I U1 1 AdT oIl & | I8
gftre it wuafed FE1 ®.,fpam ST € S96T ST IS AWed T8l § @R
SRS B B I9T8 W ARPR IAD] d¥ dTE=1 &1 -Te} ol & | 8 bl
FACANE R I EICIEI Rk
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| IR § 29 9 qoMfde et dr BT @t ® olfhs <o oot ot
TS SIS 3R 3nfdres smaie s1Rver =181 &% uran & | faoivsy 9 @i o
B B dTel S HOIGR & AT AT MR SATED reire] a7l i 79
Igd X 21 RIS, WAl ¥ B F aTal had gy 81 T8 © afcd Afgand ff
Wl H BT BT S | STT T i St qaran o wia J aman g Sk A
BT Bleld 3] ARE ST § | ST Sl B8l 8 a8 [degpel Wel $el © fb Sl
gferd a3t & AT 8 SIT snfaari AT 8,3 S SR S-S & |1 8,
.. T—ag! AR 8 Sl SATRIaR i o1ffd © 1 379 1 ST Afsaraif
BI PBs IR Wd H B B b AU ST USdl © | I8 91 gU 991 AT o
3TN &, HST 3D A HB1 IS 8T 8, 99 T AR S 8 o 37 5_1 b1
Afgrelt B A BT HRA AT © By A9 N0 BT HR SF1 Toar © |
SXTeTT IRAd ¥ JMaeThdl 39 91 BT & fh 39b HUR U I fqemT g=+1
1Y | I faes 9 o 91g ) ) € fr I e @ wrif=aa =1t g1 aron
I RIS & © ifehT Uep BRI ot srawr firer Smoam gy A= wmyor
P RIPR HTIR AR BIdl & O HH I HH i) 3raTeld § WGs 8 B 3197
IfIPR BT AT Febll B 3R B el TNV I FARTHROT YT HY Fehel1 B |

HIIGR, )T A1 I8 8 6 519 0 ¥ b R PV &7 9 GuR 71 s
9 AP DT & Sfiae H 1 GIR 1 81 Feball & 3R 9 F IR 3R
SERIERN 39 <91 W A1 8 a1 A wwst <1 e wifidie o) forar T g,
IS FHel AT §H AN U T21 8 | IS R A1 Tofe 8l, a18 fode
BI1 A8 3174 IS A~ 1, TS Bl 81,918 ARAA BI, °16 qHNP B, 3T
B PN IqIE & &7 | Hal & | T8l § 371dl g SR Ua A 3 Pl 9gd
IeUTE BT & fpaTl 1 379 IUTe db1 U1 T2 el XBT & | 37TST 377 Bl
TP ST B BR & fAY AR & | Q¥ O B I8 Bleld © | R A b
T S b fepefl arewa wifeh & durh 81 11 © | 37T Fofael gTerdl b &t
ERIG T, § T8I FHSIT g {6 a1 @RI9 Bred fBae &1 vl ugel g3 of |
371 3g HR 1 1Ie e [Ha1 121, SHHT PWHel 89 3T AN B © | H TRBR
W PB1 ATSd1 § (5 I8 PURVM B9 A HH Bl, 3Hh [o1¢ JATNY ST 4} Haw
SO S 98 $Had IO o Alfed | IR IVAd &1 919 A1 8, IRIa
Il eI 81 T8 & | Py IR oWTdl © [ TRI&] BT ST 81 X818 | Py A
PTH B Tl ST AP € s I YaTs forars o & a1d 9 W T Iapd B |
STk U ST e T 8, 976 ure S 712 © T o1 =i i et weh
9 T f1en 1 Bfl 99 a6 AT STSITe i B1Re 81 81 Habdll © | I8
9gd 93 faS1 8 | B4 9 I HoIqd I T81 & qohdl & 19 b BHIR] 65+
66 TIRTRI SATETET HIg T8l BRI | SAIAY 3Taeard & b SART <27 Holqd 81 |
9 [Q 3Taege © b Well § B B dTel fPar 3iR #1f¥e it 7orqd 8,
3T IRT IR S Bl 371f¥e w0 3, WIS w9 4 S 1 ATee] w1 g1, a9t
SHIRT 20 HIgd BN | WIIER, AU UT§e ] TS &, SATal 9o 81 8, {ihe 1
T g1 fiFe of Y & | 319 91 WHTS BTl | hiel dhl IRBR 7 59 feem &
PO HSH IOIY 8, TP [ Bl B WRPR Pl § Aregarg aan § | Ry &1
ARBR 1 HEH IoTY 8, ST W1 § AIATE 1§ | fees ) &¥met
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WREBR 7 I 1 yaee foran ¢ agt it fRrfa go e g8 8 1 qel eew A
1 D] STTRIET 81 B, IBI 39 &4 | qifdd Had T81 IoIY & | H [ g
& P WBR BI HEH ISHT AN | S1g b q[H HT Yde T2l B,
HRAH ST BT Seh F arT 81 8RS AR 31 YA {6 IS 7 3%
THel el &1 Se, a9 9% 4 w9 § 6 S & &5 H M B ard
DT b g § BIs aRadT TSl 3 b1 & 1 897 fh hise #Is Bl U
T et AR BT & I T had 75 AT 80 AT ATl DI fbaTT shise
Fre e v € | 39 foon ¥ o< @R wfa & v g1 91y |1 29 & el
foraml &1 frar wfse 1S fieq el | S AR IRI$d 9@ © S
TR & &3 H ST 18 Wererd Py & & A K0T I 1 UMY 8, 98 I P
&3 4 ST A | w1 12 A1 13 Ui | et $iy & aF H %o
TETBIRBI & | TRPR B LT o1 AN dleh 7 qifed AT § B 4 I 18
RTeTd S WRPR A 7 {51 & 99 A1 9 I8 H01 el 3R Jamefiy firer
RIp FHY 95 81 TAT S, 25 99 B W § fqu T2 &9 urAn §, iy
WRER H 3Tl B g b FeATie d9e 4§ faege o si1 anfed | 5781 wreal
& e H it Sire S §IRT ORI o T Heped T ARl el § | 31T e
a3 fear g9 10 3iTuehT agd Igd e=als |

SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN (Kerala): | rise to support the
Resolution moved by the hon. Shri Nagendra Nath Ojha requesting
the Government to pass a comprehensive legislation for the
agricultural workers. While moving this Resolution, the Mover of the
Resolution explained the history behind this piece of legislation. A Bill
is pending before Parliament for the last twenty-five years. Actually,
the hon. Labour Minister will get an opportunity to celebrate the Silver
Jubilee of this Bill which is pending before Parliament. Why could not
this piece of legislation be enacted by Parliament during the la*t
twenty-five years? What was the reason?

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI) in the Chair]

This issue has to be addressed properly. | would like to know.
Who are opposing this Bill? That is the question. The Mover has
explained, in detail, about the various Committees and attempts that
were made with regard to this Bill.

In the last meeting of the State Labour Ministers, the Central
Government circulated a background paper. In that background paper
it was revealed that 35 consultations and meetings were held with
regard to this Bill. It is just moving from the State Labour Ministers
Conference to the Cabinet and then back to the State Labour
Ministers, then back to the State, then again, back to the State Labour
Ministers' Conference, then

321



RAJYA SABHA [15 December, 2000]

again to the Cabinet, then to the Task Force, then to the Rural Labour
Commission. | do not know the reason behind this. | do not know what
kind of hurdles, the Government has to cross, with regard to this Bill.
What does it reveal? It reveals the bias towards the rich people and
landlords, in the society. That is the reason. This Parliament
represents the landlords rather than the poor people of this country.
That is the reason. Why is it happening? It has been discussed, time
and again. Now, the problems are increasing, not decreasing for the
agricultural workers. If you look at the graph of the number of
agricultural workers, right from Independence, it is increasing day-by-
day in this country. Nowhere in the world, the situation is like this. In
other parts of the world, the percentage of agricultural workers is from
5 per cent to 10 per cent, but, in our country, it has been increasing
from 29 per cent to 42 per cent. The policies of the Government are
helping to enhance the number of agricultural workers in the country,
but, not helping to reduce it. After liberalisation, what is happening?
Now, what is the situation in rural India? Sir, every year, nearly, two
crores of agricultural workers are migrating. They are migrating from
one State to the other. This year, it has been reported that agricultural
workers are migrating from Orissa. | think, the Railway Minister will be
happy to know that the sate of railway tickets in Orissa has gone up.
There has been a fifty-fold increase in the sale of railway tickets in
Orissa, because they are forced to leave villages. You are talking
against the Information Technology. | am not talking about the
Information Technology. How can we survive without food? Someone
has to go to the paddy field and do the work. Now, the agricultural
workers are forced to migrate from villages to towns. This itself is
creating problems.

With regard to agricultural workers, | would like to submit that
half of the agricultural workers consist of females. The agricultural
workers who are migrating are mostly males. Now, what is the
situation? These poor female workers are forced to look after their
entire family. Then, you talk about the literacy and other things.

Will it be possible for the children of the agricultural labourers
to go to schools? No, that will not possible. Again, this Government
has decided to enhance the prices of food articles distributed through
the PDS. What is this going on? Because of that attitude, because of
that myopic attitude of this Government, the off-take is reducing like
anything. Sir, if you go through the figures of the off-take from the PDS
shops in the first
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half of this financial year, you will find that it is only 18 per cent. If you
look at the figures in the FCI| godowns food stock is three-fold more
than what it was two years back. What does it mean? Whatever
minimum PDS system we have, is going to be closed. In the States
like Kerala, the off-take is coming down. So, there will not be any PDS
shops in the near future. Then, what would be the situation of the
agricultural workers? The malnutrition is coming down everywhere in
the world. But in our country if you go through the figures of last two
years - you will find it is increasing. Who are the victims? The
agricultural workers are the victims, There is no scope for agricultural
labourers in the country. Half of them are Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. All my learned friends who participated in the
discussion, expressed their concern about the sad situation of this
section. Still there is a two-glass system in this country. Untouchability
is still there. Though the Panchayat raj system is there, the SC/ST
Panchayat members cannot go and preside the Panchayats. The
system is there, but how can we set it right. Unless we could solve the
problems of the agricultural labourers, we cannot solve this kind of
social evils in this country. This Bill is not a small piece of legislation; it
is related to a social change throughout the country. Our approach
towards this piece of legislation should be different. This is not the
Industrial Disputes Act. This is something related to the heart of this
country - the rural people. Seventy pei cent of the people live in the
villages. It is related to them. Therefore, more attention is needed for
this piece of legislation. But, unfortunately, Sir. the failure of the PDS.
the Government's backtracking from the earlier concept of land
reforms, no promotion for the traditional employment, the failuie ol the
Government-sponsored employment generation schemes, are
aggravating the situation in the rural areas of our country. Therefore,
proper attention should be paid to all these things, while we are
thinking about this piece of legislation for agricultural labourers. Sir,
right from the beginning, when this Government came to power, |
have been suspicious about passing of this legislation. | don't say that
earlier Governments had done any good work. They had also
miserably failed. (Time-Bell) As soon as this Government came to
office, | raised a question in the House regaiding the fate of this Bill. |
got an answer from the Government that they are not going to pass
this Bill. Four reasons were given for this. | quote from the reply,
"First, this is a State subject, and enactment of the law should be left
to the State Governments, in view of the prevailing local conditions.
Second, enactment of the legislation would introduce the industrial
disputes culture in agriculture, and would strain the employer-
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employee relationship. This would adversely affect the production and
productivity in the agricultural sector. Even though simitar attempts
had been made in Kerala, followed by Tripura, implementation of the
legal provisions had not been effective in these States. Due to general
shortage of labourers in some States, there is no exploitation of
agricultural labourers; therefore, there is no need for an additional
protection through a separate legislation."”

So, this is totally against the interests of agricultural workers.
This was one reply. Then, after six months, he said that he was going
to get a piece of legislation passed. You see, this is the BJP
Government. It always speaks in double tone. | do not know what the
correct view of the BJP Government is. And that should be made clear
here. One day, they say 'no legislation’. Another day, they say "we wilt
pass it". This kind of attitude should not be there. So, t got two different
kind of replies from this Government. One was against the Bill, and,
the other was in favour of the Bill. The hon. Labour Minister should
make it clear here, whether he will move the Bill or not. That is one
thing. Time and again, 35 attempts were made to move this Bill and all
of them failed. He should also clearly say whether it would be brought
forth before the Parliament. That should be made clear. | am always in
favour of the Bill. There should be a clear time-frame. For the last 25
years, we have not been able to pass it. So many discussions have
taken place. You should not think about the State Governments
whether they will implement it or not. It is a different thing. What has
the Labour Commission done? What have you done? Is there any
representation for the agricultural labourers in the National Labour
Commission? In agriculture, about half of our population is engaged.
Do you have any registration in the Ministry for the agricultural
workers? There is nothing. So, something should have been there.
You should tell this House whether you are going to enact this piece of
legislation or not. If yes, when are you going to do it? | would like to
know whether earlier proposals will be included in this Bill. What would
be your approach with regard to the States? There are some States
which do not want to implement this Bill. Let them not implement it. But
you should get this Bill passed. All these things should be made clear.
There should be a transparent outlook on the part of the Government. |
hope, such a reply would come from the Government. | hope,
something positive will emerge out of this discussion. Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member, Shri Nagendra Nath Ojha is moving
this Resolution for the third time in this House. Last time also, |
supported this Resolution. It should not be
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repeated. The hon. Labour Minister should give an assurance to this
House - this time we do not have sufficient time-- that atleast, in the
coming Budget Session it would be enlisted in the 'List of Bills', it
would be considered and passed by this august House. We are in the
silver jubilee year of the non-passing of this piece of enactment. So, |
hope, the Labour Minister will come forward with a Bill in the ensuing
session. | hope something positive will come out. Thank you.

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU (Pondicherry): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir. the hon. Member, Shri Nagendra Nath Ojha has
moved a Resolution to improve the socio-economic conditions of the
agricultural labourers and regulation of their working conditions. For a
long time, this legislation is pending with the Government. It should be
enacted, as early as possible, for the welfare of agriculturists. Shri
Nagendra Nath Ojha also delivered a good speech in this House.
Though, | am not aware of Hindi, | could hear translation of his
speech, but it was not continuous. However, | enjoyed his speech to a
great extent. | would request the hon. Member to go through the
Ministry of Labour's Annual Report, 1999. In that report, it has been
mentioned | quote "Since there have been divergent views on various
components of the proposed legislation for the welfare of agricultural
workers from different States/UTs, a Conference of the Labour
Ministers' of States/UTs was organised under the Chairpersonship of
the Union Labour Minister on 18.1.2000, with a view to reaching a
consensus in the matter." | submit that, even today, we have not
reached a consensus. | request the hon. Labour Minister to let this
august House know as to whether any consensus has been arrived at
with regard to a legislation for the agricultural labourers. For the last
50 years, we have not been able to do it. | hope, at least, in the next
session, we would be able to achieve it and a legislation will be
brought forth in the august House.

Agricultural workers consist of the largest segment of the
workers in the unorganised sector. The number, according to the
1991 Census, was 74.6 million. In addition, a significant number-
110.7 million listed as cultivators and another 6 million listed as
engaged in allied activities, particularly those having very small
holdings (large, medium and small farmers) may also come under the
definition of agricultural labourers. There is no law for them even now.
The social condition, the economic condition, of these people is poor.
They are living in poverty. They are living as illiterates. They live like
bonded labour as my learned friend has pointed out. In order to
eradicate poverty, in order to remove illiteracy and in order
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to come out of the clutches of the bonded labour, this sort of
legislation is essential. The problem of agricultural labourers and their
unemployment and poverty has to be tackled meticulously by this
Government. They should be provided with infrastructural facilities,
financial assistance, diversification to non-farm activities, etc. The
Government should take steps to generate employment and bring
poverty alleviation schemes for them. Different States have enacted
different laws. But that is not sufficient. There should be a centralised
legislation by this Government in order to help the agriculturists. A
welfare fund should be created. The fund should provide for social
amenities like health and medical care. Broadly, the problem of
agricultural labourers can be classified into two groups. They are;
social problems and economic problems. Since agricultural labourers
are living in rural areas, this is a social problem for them. Economic
problems arise due to inadequate employment opportunities, low
income and inadequate diversification of economic activities in rural
areas. So, in order to eradicate the economic problems and social
problems, we are in need of a legislation at present.

| submit further that as far as women labourers are
concerned, their condition is very, very poor. They are paid only 60
per cent of the wages earned by men. Poverty and illiteracy force
them to borrow money, from time to time, from private money-lenders.
They have been consigned to borrow for social obligations like
celebration of marriages of their sons and daughters. In order to get
money, they have to become bonded labourers. They are working as
bonded labourers with rich people.

Here, | would like to bring to the notice of this august House a
scheme brought by the Tamil Nadu Government. The State of Tamil
Nadu has been a pioneer in that. A welfare fund has been created by
the Government of Tamil Nadu. | think 64 categories of employees
have been included in it. The scheme is being inaugurated tomorrow.
According to the scheme that Dr. Kalaignar, the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, has announced, Rs.One lakh is given to the labourers for
the marriages of their sons and daughters and Rs.One lakh is given
for the education of children. In the whole of India, this is the first time
that such a scheme has been launched. Even West Bengal has not
done it. Therefore, | thought | would take this opportunity to mention it.

Finally, this sort of legislation which is in the interests of
agricultural labourers is very necessary. | am highly thankful to Mr.
Ojha for bringing this legislation. | welcome it. Thank you very much.
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37t TTieft TToTIS (SR YaN): Weled, [y 4 s Arig 1o i/ Sff
H1 YT o1 § SR 39 oY 9utE <o § 1 9o i sfiepl &1 9 36 5=
e H I8 IS BT JRATH ThAT | H 370 3uep! 71 3lish ¥ Hag d-d gy
391 T AN ST ATBATE |

HBIGY, PP HIGR 3MTSlIa] & Ugel 3R I&] &b a1g & JbR &
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO : Sir, | am on a point of order. The
Minister has replied to various points. While speaking, | had made a
specific point. The construction of Parliament Library is going on and
the labour engaged there is partly bonded iabour and there is violation
of labour laws. | am prepared to give evidence in support of these
allegations. Will the Minister look into it and ask me to give evidence
with full facts? ...(Interruptions}...

Sl GOIRE SIfedn: A 96 3 S ST RT €1 §, B9 9Ty
ST R |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN {SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Now,
the mover of the Resolution, Shri Nagendra Nath Ojha.
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The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Now, |
adjourn the House till Monday, the 18™ December, 2000.

334



[15 December, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

The House then adjourned at twenty-one minutes past five of the
clock till eleven of the clock on Monday, the 18" December, 2000.
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