RAJYA SABHA

Tuesday, the 29th April, 2008/9 Vaisakha, 1930 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
e Hafal g1 facen | goitra e
*501. [The questioner (SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ) was absent. For answer vide page 20]
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Capital investment by Oil companies in foreign countries
+*502. SHRIRAM JETHMALANI
SHRI RAJ MOHINDER SINGH MAJITHA :tt Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government oil companies are making capital investment in
construction of basic facilities in other countries;

(b) if so, the names of such companies whose proposals to make capital investment in
different countries are under consideration till now, the details of amount involved and the
names of such countries; and

(c) the estimated percentage of profit from this capital investment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS (SHRIDINSHA J. PATEL): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) Yes, Sir. In an effort for securing Energy Security through investment in oil
equity abroad, Oil Sector Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) viz, Oil & Natural Gas
Corporation-Videsh Limited (OVL), Oil India Limited, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd., Gas Authority of India Limited and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited have acquired exploration and production (E&P) assets in twenty
three countries including Australia, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Myanmar, Nigeria-Sao-Principe JDA, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Russia, Sudan, Syria, Timor &
Australia Vietnam, Yemen and Venezuela. Out of the above investments, production has
already started in six projects in Vietnam, Sudan, Russia, Syria and Colombia.

As regards proposals for capital investments, Oil DPSUs enter into confidentiality
agreement with foreign companies/countries regarding their proposed investments;
consideration of such proposals is continuous process. Generally Oil CPSUs ensure that
their investments give an internal Rate of Return (IRR) of more than 10%.

sft vro1 Mfgvex fag asfion Raa agvdT 9189 ,# uds AeyH & fafrves
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21 safav u' u'f w feadr 2, a8 & adl S9 A9 ik dd & b 9 &4 STax #
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AIET P I ARBR BT $s aTfcycd T4 A9l A BT IT A1 BT T ARBR @A 4
S A1 BT a@dl BM? 3 S BT VP FWHAT 39 U P AISATA] B T VB © 3R
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sft wurafy: e @ara gu Ay

sft fefrasra fg: 30 <f1,  onud g8 yo1 9r8ar g fF o g9 @IS swaa
HYP I AT & S1a5 Bl 9973 BT BIs X7 E_ga‘fﬁ J7 AET?

sft fewen S0 aifed: AT AIAT AR, I8 TP WIgd<T HEA] B A1 BR I8
21 H g8 W wraar g & 1998 § waside 7 T fpar fo @13 +ff grsde sl a1 Al &1
N RE1T BT HTH FRATE d1 98 IR AHAT € S94 ge a1 75 2| IS M, 3R 3P
Viability ....(Rqem9). ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don't interrupt...(interruptions)... Please do not interrupt..
.(Interruptions)...

sft fafrasra fae: 9 RT3 31 917 781 = BT g ....(@IGM)....

sft fe=et Sto wifed:d%1 SR @1 gAY ....(@agmE)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let the Minister reply ...(Interruptions)...
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sft fa=em S0 wifed: W=, viabilicy B9 71 9 -98 FH¥91 &1 FATH 916 B A1 B
%A 2 fF Ig viable BINT AT AET BIIT, IR ....(AYTH)....

sft sifee fAdtdY: W, ....(WTYTF).... TE Misinform X I8 B

.. (STIYT). ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please allow the Question Hour to proceed ...(Interruptions)...
#ft TR FrEm: FUTIlT 1, o™ A f4=T I8 © 1 91919 9 7 Is1 98 AIH a1
I o 19 dvE 9 UgId 090 & 918 R g I W & AN DI Al e BT H19 fHar 731
7 997 S &1 19 g1 1371 91 98 foar 1971, @1 IR f5a 19 & fayg 22 751 s
P IS IATT BT TBRA © ....(FIYT).... 9919fd Sft, sy M ae HRY for 73 < g7
ATV fop a8 39 419 ¥ 9T HIRATS BRI aTa ® IR T8 FI71 AT ybs 1, 1w fop 54
A8 BT P19 7 8l G | ATYH I8 YT TAT & |

it fg=en R0 wifed: &R, & gz qarT R fr wE WA R AR N T@ 3 UL &
AT relevant ¥l T8I € ....(AYTA).... AR ¥ relevant T &1 Al TAT9 § TET g
e (FTAYT)....

sft fefrasa g S9®T 919 BT 77 ... (FIgT). ...
sff fa=arr S0 yrfed: I8 s 999 & 1Y relevant ft 981 2 ....(FIYTT)....

sft fefrasra fag: SAHT JTI19 1T 77 ....(FIYTT).....

MR. (CHAIRMAN: Please do not interrupt...(Interruptions)...
sff fe=arr S0 yrfed: 45 ga1A1 2 o5 1988 H ... (FFYTT)....

sft SR qIfdn; W), ....(@IYTF). ... 3R UIgd< SO HTAT ....(gagr). ...

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, the hon. Minister's reply seems to be "beating about
the bush" ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Just one minute...(Interruptions)... Please don't interrupt sft
fefrawrg fig: W=, &9 MUSGT MSFTT ATEA B ....(IYT).... 3R 9 AITA HT T4
geiferay ffazexs 98t <1, 91 &9 Afiwex <91, 89 I8 A941 I18d B ... (FFUTT)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Tapan Kumar Sen. ...(Interruptions)...
sft g9a1Y F1et wod: gurafy g8y, ... (FIY). ...

Sir, I want your protection. ...(Interruptions).., Sir, I want your protection.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me explain the position...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: Who will answer my question ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. Let me explain the position....(Interruptions)...

sft wurafa: oy 537 A< 91@ g AT .. (@ag™)....
T 43 FATYS ....(FIYT)....

sft gAaTd A1 FoA: R RATIA A I 9T FHAT ....(FIAYT).....
AISIATT BI e BT HTH AT 8, A1 I8 AXBIR .....(ALT).....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not interrupt. ...(Interruptions)... The Chair wants to say
something on this ...(Interruptions)...
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sft 9991 A1l HEA: 39 W g €2 B g9t g AR L (@IgE). ..
st wwrafad . omu 91 gu AMAFY ...(@IE).... M@ AN Frd@ gy
oo . (SAIYT). ... The question that has been raised is that a particular commercial

company or organisation...
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Not a particular company, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, no names have been taken and no names will be taken till it is
there in the question.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: It is not a particular company, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. Mr. Ahluwalia, we all understand that. The company is
charging more than the accepted price. As a result of which, it is losing money and unable to
pay to its employees who are in distress. Now, that is the question. The distressed.
...(interruptions)...

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: No, Sir. ...(Interruptions)... All retail outlets of that company
are closed. That company is not doing business now. All retail outlets of that particular
company are closed today. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just one minute. ...(Interruptions)... Just a minute please.
...(Interruptions)...

sft FEARTI 9IfdT: I8 MY PR YT B ....(FAYTA). ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Panyji, please sit down. Let me tell you what happens in similar cases
in other aspects of business activity. Surely, there must be a normal law to deal with these
questions. Now, can we go to the next supplementary please. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Balbir
Punj. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: If the hon. Minister is not able to reply to my question, who
will reply? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A. VDAYARAGHAVAN: He is helping that particular company. That is the problem.

..(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Will you please settle down? ...(Interruptions)... Will you please
settle down? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VIRENDRABHATIA: Sir, please allow me to put one question. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Sir, this is abdication of responsibility. ...
(Interruptions)...

SHRI VIRENDRABHATIA: Sir, please allow me to put one question. ...(Interruptions)...

MR CHAIRMAN: No, it is not your turn to put the question. ...(Interruptions)... No;
no questions. Till your turn comes you will not get it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Sir, I have raised my hand. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You cannot interfere like this. ...(Interruptions)... I am sorry.
...(Interruptions)... If you have raised your hand, your turn will come. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Sir,"every time I am deprived of putting question.
...(Interruptions)... I do not pass any remarks against the Chair, but every time I am deprived of
putting question. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, Mr. Virendra Bhatia, there is an established procedure
for putting supplementary. You have raised your hand: Your name has been noted down.
Your name will be called. Why are you anticipating that your name will not be called and
interrupting the pronounce? ...(Interruptions)... I am afraid, it is not so. ...(Interruptions)... 1
am willing to share with the hon. Members of this House the process by which supplementaries
are taken on call. Anybody is free to have a look at it, or, can consult the Secretary-General
on it. Can we, now, please proceed with the supplementaries? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: No, Sir. First, let the hon. Minister answer my question. If he
is not able to-answer, who will answer my question? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Sir, it is such an important question that it affects
thousands of people. ..(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nobody is being heard here. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. MULRI MANOHAR JOSHI: He cannot circumvent the sqlution. ...(Interruptions)...
sft wegad agddt: wuufy 981y, I8 9 941 & &1 & HRev Hfdv €,

BT HUfTAl & fgdl & G3eu Hfav 98] 2 ....(gagm)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is it the intention of the hon. Members that no questions be put?
...(Interruptions).... If ten people speak at a time nobody can be heard.

sft TR F1Ea: W), g3 {9 BT € o GBI W& 2 3R I qard

BT YT &, IHD 1Y TR 17 HT A & | Fh 37 4 sa-1 81 Y1 e &
9 719 | 98 FIT HIA?

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH; How can he abdicate isresponsibility?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Will you please settle down?

#31 St @ 79 fg7ft € o onv B 9 € 5 3 ATHA H BIS-T-BIg AT M
BTN R, I8 UPh FavgT A1 I & FAd MY &1 WIS HRAT AR WR, T&T
H3f1 51, AIPTR Almighty BId1 © IR IA 9 JYFHR sHIFAT it gU 2 IR T2
wed gifay 21 safay @51 S g9 A 91%-91% @e o6 399 a8 91 B2

10 A AAE S wurafy AgI9y, 477 A € % U9 Am9al |
S T BT FaTd IS &, g9 THIR AT I3 2, BRI GH ITH IS Y
BId &1 ARPIR $T w@ gHAT AT RIY0l 8191 A1fEY, A19 B1 e ST 811
Illf\SQ, T i\GI('fjg?'f compassionate response 31T %m‘%'({, TR 981 4 EﬁTg NEIC]
3T FET1 3ud Al I8 IRTARA © 6 o9 UA 719t § I o fggrIa ars
fp @ 919 <1 3t A8 & AHA, Al B | ....(FIHT)....

sft Seg 9d19 fHE: 3T JIBT AATH PR I8 8 T ....(FIYT). ...
sft quTaf . SRIY, TR H1 FHR T8 AT, IR MY I fEdT Yo
BTN ....(FIYT)....

If you want the Question Hour to proceed and supplementaries be asked, then, please don't raise

wider questions. ... {Interruptions)... Noj no. ...(Interruptions)...
sft TRE F1ET: W, HAI S @S gU B, d FATRE 1 ....(FAGT).... AR, AT S

IAT I8 B

SHRI V. MARAYANASAMY: You are not allowing him to reply.
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sft fe=ar Sto wifed: w=, A% AT G1efl iR 95w 1 W8 €, #7 ggd H garan e
1998 # ST1 T4 51 14T, I a8 A $is Wl Fith Bl A1, A & IR H o Hl $T9 R
qHal 2, RBI5T AN AHd1 8, $© W B FHAT T ... (FIYT).....

sft wifee fadfta): qe Wt gwar 2 ... @aum)....
E-Q:li\]h.hfc_alﬂmu{.g:.l‘,l . u.i._l.ln.d..}.al.'- J_’E,-’——

ft fe=en o wrfea: g a1 @& ....(=@agE)....
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don't interfere, Mr. Shahid Siddiqui. ...(Interruptions)...

sft fg=em Qo wifesr: amu gaa €t €, 52 919 HRA 21

sft wifee Rrftet: gA1sT 3l
E-Ca!i.‘.h.. L Epp L:J] :'uig.\ua LY ) L;_):’lj‘f‘
sft fa=ert Sto wifed: My |1 A1 89 QAT € NUBI|

sft wrifee et oMy g€l 919 ... (FagT)....

E.i;.da'n.ll.].g._ ;:Il.g A I%lll :“EM ﬂ:bLl-ll' ‘f}‘gf

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Shahid Siddiqui, please sit down. ...{Interruptions)... Please go ahead,
Mr. Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

sft fg=err o wifea: @1 H18  wft ST afafead) & qg9R I8 FEa1 21 98 yigde
A H Uleaaq &1 A7 g8 W B71 o IS fay srem | Mifew fEa1 |y, gs1 S1e9r,
IFPH IR H dAT BXS S¥HT Rears Hf fggr Srgan SHRI BALBIR PUNJ: M.
Chairman, Sir, the Government is looking for opportunoties to invest in oil abroad because of oil
security. Sir, the oil companies in India, particularly, the public sector companies are suffering
heavy losses on account of increase in crude oil prices abroad. So, I want to know from the hon.
Minister as to what are the losses suffered by the PSUs which are investing abroad. Secondly, what
are the duties which the Central Government imposes on crude oil? What has been the income of
the Central Government from these duties in the last four years? Mr. Chairman, Sir, what is
happening is that the crude oil prices are rising and the Government is using the additional revenue
coming from there to fill up its fiscal deficit. It is, virtually, trading and profiteering on the misery
of the people.

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is your question?
SHRI BALBIR PUNIJ: Sir, I have put two questions.

sft fe=em Sto yrfes: A G99ty wgiey, A9y 5w Sft 91 9471 X8 €, S9H Byl
3R TgdHT A9 ST E 8, U 919 7€ 81 Afw, Hrufvat ovR e | g, 91 radHAT
gis9 & IRY ITHT 8¢9 AT 2 AR IUH HAT AT HH1a1 1Y, A& frd #9109 &
1Y |1 39 aR H qradd BT 21 AR, Jou10T0 ARBR o, H IS g1 AT8d1 8§, AT
qPH BT 3R LPG # o dd Udh $9dT | 71 91a71 ® iR 9R vfrard 9.5 49 4,
I | T AT PDS & 71697 & ARG AT BT fGI7 S7a71 © @R LPG # Y v oft
997 TE 91T &1 ... (AYT).....

MR. CHAIRMAN: There should be no cross talk please. ...(Interruptions)...

F[Transl iteration in Urdu Script.]
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sft gAdR g&1: 11 A UTS9 ... (@IAYT).....

sft fa=en S0 wifew: gfHg @1 981 LPG @ U& fAdie’ W) S99 303 3UY &1 =T
2, AW H 24 YA $T UTST B IR UCIA-SIod A o G1ST SSTHY 8H T8 HTH $X I8 81
BT U=, AR ¢ H SYISTAR ST A 8, SABI e+ Hiay dl Tadde g SIfdre &=
RET 81162 &dlld ¢ 3 (AU U & 3R fAy 1Y &, S99 4 SI181 SUTST HA 81 b, I8 26T
ST X8T 81 97 uga ft garar f agi 120 fifaad fidie <9 <) IwT 8, 7R AR I8T
31-32 tfaas N <7 9o 81 1At 21 &9 149 fafaas Nihs e oifga ggf A9 €,
ISP Ay RETTNT | MI9F HYF, SABT "] HH B & {17 89 AT BT 918%
AT & IR 9 81,000 BRI TYIT I9H g9 109 +ft forar 81 59 TRE 91T H9 B3
& fau A HIfre g1 2, 89 GATHT 981 SR B © ....(WAYT).....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not ask. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI BALBIR PUNUJ: Sir, he has not answered my question. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not ask supplementaries on supplementaries.
SHRI BALBIR PUNI: Sir, just one minute. I am just reiterating my original question. My
original question was, what is the amount of duty which the Central Government has collected
on imported crude in the last four years, the year-wise figures. That is my question. You
haven't answered that question. siM ? 31T U9 39 U9F BT 3TN A8 ST B

o (SAYTH).L..

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is very specific. If the data is available with the hon.
Minister, he can give it, Otherwise, it can be given to the Member later. ...(Interruptions)...

sft fa=en St wifea: <81 9% Yod 31 91d ¢, Afe v AT 9= 4 go o, a
9 Y3 BT SR (4 AT ... .(FIAIT)......

sft gAdR g&1: 77 3NUD UTH 39 UTH P IR A€l © [P (Usd 4 A1l A
G B A fHIAAT ....(=Ig).....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Balbir Punj, this thing is over. ...(Interruptions)... Please, Shri
Virendra Bhatia.

SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Sir, the Minister has just told that he has no control over a
private company. May I ask one question to the Minister? The company, on the basis of
some representation and inducement, represented something...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Be careful with the words you are using.
SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Pardon please.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Be careful with the words you are using.

SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Sir, I am asking about a company which made the
advertisement, induced certain persons, represented certain persons that it will give profit.
The persons invested a huge amount of money. Now, they are closing it, means thereby that
they have misrepresented to the persons who have invested the money. This act induced
them to invest the money. This amounts to ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the supplementary question?

SHRI VIRENDRA BHATIA: Sir, please listen to my question. This amounts to cheating
and is an offence under Section 420. ...(Interruptions)... They may not have a direct control
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on the company, but, on the same subject, they can lodge the FIR against such companies
and the responsible Directors of those companies. ...(Interruptions)... My question is, whether
the Government is willing to lodge an FIR and take criminal action against them. ...
(Interruptions)...
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Buddhist heritage centre in Orissa

*503. SHRI RUDRANARAYAN PANY:{+
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

2 whether Government of Sri Lanka has asked its Indian counterpart to develop Buddhist
sites in the Southern sector, i.e. Andhra Pradesh and Orissa, to facilitate Buddhist tourists to
visit such heritage centres;

3 if so, the details thereof; and

4 what is the action plan of Government to develop such Buddhist heritage centres in
Orissa to promote Buddhist tourism in that State?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRIMATIAMBIKA SONI): (a) to (¢c) A Statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

Statement
e No, Sir.
e Does not arise.

¢ Ministry of Tourism extends Central Financial Assistance, under the centrally sponsored
scheme of Product/Infrastructure Development for Destinations and Circuits to the
State Governments/Union Territories for tourism projects identified and prioritized in
consultation with them for the improvement of infrastructure at important tourism
destinations and circuits. Ministry pf Tourism has sanctioned Rs. 740.66 Lakh, for the
Development of facilities at Lalitgiri, Ratnagiri, Udaigiri and Langudi Circuit in
Orissa. In addition to the above, Rs. 488.31 Lakh, was also sanctioned for the
Development of Peace Park and Amphitheatre at Dhauli in Orissa.

Ministry of Tourism promotes diverse tourism products of India including Buddhist
sites in Orissa through its Media Campaigns, Website, Production and Distribution of
Publicity material and dissemination of information through India Tourism Offices in India
and abroad.
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+The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri Rudra Narayan Pany.



