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like to give my personal explanation on one point. Sir, during the Special
Mentions, when Special Mention No. 4 was being raised by Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu, in the pre-lunch session, certamn remarks have been made
by me, which 1 feel were not in the best spirit and dignity of the House. |
offer my apology for the same. These inadvertent expressions might have
hurt the feelings and the sentiments of the individual Members and the
Chair, particularly, Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu and Mr. S.S. Ahluwalia. I offer
my apology to them. Thank you.
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The Appropriation (Railways) no. 2 Bill, 2000

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (KUMARI MAMTA BANERIJEE):
Sir, I beg to move:

“That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certan sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial years 2000-2001 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration."

The question was proposed.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKER KAUSHIK): The
motion is moved. Shri Ranganath Misra.

SHRI RANGANATH MISRA (Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I
would like to deal with certain aspects of the railway activities. The Indian
Railways are, probably, one of the largest network in the world and the
system is already 150 years old. In 1953, we celebrated the centenary of
the Indian Railways. It is the sinew of the nation. In fact, the network,
which ties up the entire country, has been operating the largest transport
and the largest traffic. A crore of people travel every day. At the time of
need, the Railways have provided the greatest support like movement of
food in famine. Today, the scarcity of water is being attended to with the
assistance of the Indian Railways. At the time of emergency, the soldiers
are moved. During the Second World War the Indian Railways provided
the largest transport for the Army movement. Though the system is large,
and it is one of the single largest institutions in the world which catries on
commercial activities, there are a lot of things which require improvement.
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I remember an occasion when a doctor came to the Supreme Court m 1973
asking for two things, one was that the quality of service had to be
improved and the other was that the unmanned level crossings should be
manned. We found that there was some sense in what he had objected to
and what he had asked for. But the Railways said that they did not have
funds to man the railway level crossings and, therefore, it was not possible.
Today, as I understand, the same problem is continumng. A lot of accidents
take place at the unmanned railway crossings. It was only last year a bus
met with the same fate in the Northern Railway. Though the Government
has, in principle, decided that new railway lines would not be opened or
undertaken without manning provision, this malady of leaving railway
crossings unmanned should, probably, receive the immediate attention. No
such provision has been made m the Budget, though it is necessary from the
point of public safety as also securing Railways own position. I have read
the Minister's Railway Budget speech and her proposals. I have great
personal respect for her. She is a genume fighter and she has taken up an
attitude of fighting also. Corruption and other things that prevail in the
Railways require rectification. Unfortunately, there are many things which
require immediate attention. It should have been, probably, there in the
Railway Budget which was presented this year. But it has not been done.
Travelling by railways should be more secure than what it is today. On
account of the fact that accidents take place very frequently. The number
has increased in recent years. One Railway Officer, when asked by me,
said "well, we have mcreased the number of trains and the frequency;
therefore, the fallout would be accidents.” This cannot be a proper
explanation. If we are not able to provide security to the passengers, then
there is no point in saymg that we are multiplying services, and, therefore,
accidents will occur. My second point is regarding security which needs to
be provided while travelling. So many thefts take place. Many of the trains
which pass through Bihar and Eastern UP are ravaged everyday by a group
of people which operates there. The Railway Protection Force, which is
meant for providing cover and security to the passengers, commuters, has
failed in providing adequate security. Very often, when such a question is
raised, the Railways take the stand that security is a State subject. Today,
knowing what the State Governments are, what police protection is, what
the State Government is capable of providing, [ think, this is the
responsibility which should be taken over by the Railways. Discussions
have been taking place between the Central Government or the Railway
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Authorities and the State Governments. But nothing adequate has come out
as yet. It is high time some provision is made through some law, complying
with the requirements of the Constitution. The respsonsibility in this
direction should be completely taken over by the Railways; that would
provide security to passengers; that would also provide safety to the goods
or the luggage which is carried by the passengers. While the entire nation is
dependent on the Indian Railways, it is necessary that Indian Railways
should spread out n such a manner that every part of the country gets
linked through this network. All round development takes place only when
all kinds of facilities for travelling and transportation of goods are provided
throughout the country. Still, there are many areas in India which have not
yet been hinked through railway network. A system should be developed,
placed before Parliament, which would show that year after year, within
the means available, some schemes are put mto operation so that the entire
country is appropriately nourished. This has not been done in the past, nor
has it been thought of or contemplated m this year's Budget and the
Appropriation Bill I would suggest that even if it is not possible to handle all
this m a particular year, on account of the massive investment that is
necessary, a scheme should be drawn up, people should be assured that this
will be attended to and their needs will be fulfilled. And ultimately, within a
limited number of years, it should be provided or a total improvement should
take place, by networking the entire country through the railway system. In
many areas, our bridges and railway tracks are more than a hundred years
old. Most of these bridges have lived therr life. They require replacement.
It involves huge expenditure, whenever you think of replacing these
bridges. Modern technologies are available, which could be resorted to.
But at any rate, if bridges are necessary, they must be reconstructed or
improved. Attention should also be paid to this aspect. A populist approach
is developed that if you raise the fares, then, probably, people will go against
you. 1 think this kind of outlook should not be there. If improvements
are necessary; if you want secure journey, comfortable journey, a quid pro
guo is to be established between the returns and the fares and, therefore, it
is necessary that the rates should go up reasonably. Instead of increasing
the fares at one go, it should be done gradually so that funds so raised could
be utiised in meeting the necessary requirements. There is no provision for
that purpose. The Minister feels satisfied by saying, “I have not hiked the
passenger fare. I have hiked the freight rates within a reasonable limit.” |
feel that it is the obligation of the Railway Mnister to make adequate
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provisions on these lines. Most of the trains do not have pantry cars. [ am a
regular commuter. [ travel once or twice every month. [ find that the
long-distance-trains do not have pantry cars. In the absence of pantry cars,
many of the people suffer. A few days back, when I was gomg to Chennai,
I found that the train did not have water. Four or five days back I went to
receive a friend of mine who was also complaining that there was no water
+in the Rajdhani Express. This should not happen. The system of attendants
is probably not appropriate. Unless you coordinate these services in a better
way and make proper arrangements in all the trains, the situation will not
mprove. Then food facilitly available on the trains is not good on account
of the fact that sometimes the food is cold and sometimes the food is not
properly wrapped. Very often, if the tram is late, no food is provided or
made available. 1 have a grievance that there is a variation in the quality of
food depending upon on which lne and to which destination the train is
going. The Rajdhani Express that goes from here to Calcutta has better
food than the Rajdhani Express that goes from here to Bhubaneswar. This
discrimination should not be tolerated when the ticket fare is the same. If
the fare is the same, there should be no variation. The other day when I
was going to Bombay by a train, I found that the food was much better
than the normal food that is supplied in other trains. The quality of food
should be sustained and the average level should be uniform. The other
facilities which are provided by the Railways, i.e. bedding, etc. they are also
not of good quality. Proper attention is not paid to these facilities. Some of
them require replacement which are still contmuing m service. These days
towels are not being provided in the trains. I do not know why this facility
has been withdrawn. If you ask an attendant to supply a towel, he says,
“There is no provision for it. I have not been supplied with adequate
number of towels.” These are very small things but they are very irritating.
1 do not know why no attention is being paid to these small things.

Now I would like to refer to some of the problems relating to Orissa.
Zone-wise, Orissa is providing the highest income to the Railways. I have
talked to many Railway officials who admitted that it was a fact. If Orissa
is really giving the highest return, it should receive the highest attention of
the Railways. It is a commercial business. If we are doing well, we should
be paid equally well. I do not know why Orissa does not receive this type
of attention from the Railways. Bhubaneswar was deemed to be a zone.
In 1998, we had a provision of Rs. 1 crore in the Budget. We thought that
it would be sliding in the sense that it would be mcreasing year after year.
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But the fact is, it is decreasing year after year. In the first year the budget
was Rs. 1 crore. The next year, the budget was Rs. 60 laklis and this year
the provision is Rs. 30 lakhs. This gives the impression as if Railways have
decided to drop it and deviate from the decision that has been taken to make
it a zonal sector. No explanation is available even in the scheme as to why
the provision for this zone is being reduced year after year in a systematic
form. In 1998-99, you had set apart Rs.264 crores in all for the
development of railways in Orissa. That was reduced to Rs.200 crores the
next year. And in the current year it has been made Rs.150 crores; this
again without any indication as to why the amount is on the lower side.
Year after year this provision is being reduced.

Sir, twenty per cent of the track is yet to be electrified. A normal
good manager would try to fully complete the work. But this is not handled
that way. After a lot of shouting and demands, some attention was given
five years back. Now no attention is being given. Twenty per cent is left
behind. It is yet to be attended to. [ suggest that this should receive
mmediate attention so that the entire belt could be electrified and advantage
obtamed. Orissa has been a hydel surplus area. If the raiway lnes are
electrified, then, the trains can run smoothly at good speed and with less of
expenses. Therefore, it is in the interests of the railways that this should be
attended to quickly. We have three areas where we have been pressing for
broadguage transformation. All these are located in adiwasi arcas, one in
Koraput, another in Balasore-Mayurbhanj and the third one, a small track in
the new district of Raigarh. The Government, as a policy, has been stating
everywhere that it is its intention to devote full attention to rural areas, and
within the rural areas to arcas which are inhabited by the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and backward people, so that they can be brought into
the national stream, and the advantages of development can be reaped by
them. If that is the real mtention, then, I think, these arc the three arcas
where the railway administration should come forward and immediately
attend to the work so that the broadguage conversion can take place, and
occasional rumours that the railway authorities arc deciding to withdraw
certain trains, that they would not be making them operational, would stop.
We have been demanding that a Shatabdi Express should be introduced
connecting the national Capital, Delhi, to the State capital, Bhubaneswar.
Alternately, we arc also saying that on an experimental basis, a Shatabdi
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Express from Calcutta to Bhubaneswar and back to Calcutta should be
introduced. Shatabdi Express has been provided in many areas. The
concept of Shatabdi train came by saying that places which have 100-year
old railway lines would be able to have this train. The railway track
between Calcutta and Chennai was completed n 1901, about a hundred
years back. So, we have earned a right to claim the right of Shatabdi on
this side. I suppose the Railway Minister would provide a Shatabdi train on
this line at least the next year. We have the Rajdhani Express which runs
twice a week. At least, this could be made operational for one more day;
hence, three trips a week can be provided without involving any additional
train on the line. I believe, the Railways are withdrawing this train to some
other line and reducing the trip to once a week. This should be avoided.Puri
is a city of pilgrimage. We had demanded a lot of improvement to the
railway station, larger accommodation, more space for pilgrims to take
shelter. We had also demanded that the platforms may be enlarged to
receive trains and allow free movement of passengers. During the Car
Festival, you get pilgrims to the extent of about five to six lakhs from
outside, apart from three to four lakhs from the locality. There are three or
four other occasions when we get so many people. The Government has
provided a hospital but that hospital is not adequate. The Railways could
also provide a good hospital there and other facilities like a pilgrim centre.
Outside the platform, the railway property is available. There could be a
rest shed also. These are requirements which have been pressed for in the
past, but no attention has been given. The demand persists. Attention does
not appear to be commensurate. We had also been demanding an excellent
canteen to be located there because many long-distance trains come very
late. We have a train from Tirupati We have a train from Chennai. We
have a train from Delhi. If the trains run late, pilgrims find it very difficult
to move out. If food is available, a rest shed is available, they can remain
there overnight and make their arrangements for the next morning. We had
demanded a railway connection between Keonjhar and the Dhamra Port.
Dhamra is a small port, not far away from our northern border with Bengal, .
located near the Bay of Bengal. Keonjhar is one of the mining belts of the
State. These have to be linked. The proposal has received acceptance. But
there is no furtherance. We want that to be expedited. I have a feeling that
the railways have a social obligation, apart from running as a commercial
concern. As a social organisation, it has to look after the development of
the nation and the country as a whole. There should be a uniform treatment
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to all areas, and people of one area or one State should not have a feeling
that they are bemg discriminated against. For that purpose, n the matter of
provision of trains, in the matter of running of trains, in the matter of other
benefits that accrue from runnmg of railway operations, attention should be
given on the basis of equality. For that purpose, I would appeal to the
Railway Minister, who has a soft heart; but, occasionally, it is capable of
turning very hard. [ had occasion to talk to her when I was in the Human
Rights Commission and she had been fighting her political opponent. 1
found when she wanted to be hard, she would be hard. But, I suppose, she
will now turn soft to us and look into our requirements, which we have
been trymng to agitate for years, and make immediate provision so that the
grievances of the local people would die out. Orissa is a backward State in
many respects. But it is capable of development. Nature has been kind.
But the human agency has not been reciprocally active. On that account,
our backwardness has been persisting. 1 suppose, if railways coordinate
and other factors or other units are operative, we would be able to pull out
Orissa from its present situation and make it march on in the path of
advancement. 1 have nothing else to add. But I request that the Mmister
remembers what I have suggested and takes note of it and proceeds.

SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR (Karnatak) : Sir, I agree with our friend
that the food quality in the train is very poor. »

SuaHTegsd (3h wreey ®fe) @ few, 9 usT TR aY a9 e |

s e AT (ASRY): AN SUNVRGE ARG, IUH 39
TR el W e o1 e Ry Suds g § e s § | SR
of, vgell aR d9e § ) A 7 a9ie @ ¢ ofR 9t | g s e
PR BT 8 AW FgET SH FI AN ST e A WO g g | 9 '
3 #e ) gEt B & O We w9 @ TS gEq o AR WU 'R wAe
AT | 59 W Y 1 o fAor & 1 12,000 ¢ 9 wAd € | AoE o
HHAR! FEH W DY § | 22,000 HUS T W& He & ®I F a3 ¥, 9500
FUS JAOR HOX § Fr & | TR AFAY wiag s fsn o ¥ g9t Y F Yol
BIRET 40,500 & R & 24,400 il € | anf) fhoreEre o ardis Yo
& ) ERen & fHY 2200 PG TUA T @Y FA O B ARY | g€ @Y W
o B % TR 39 W A S 39 g 8, o o @ 39 E9en & N
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@Rl & SEd Ui R O o @1 odey @ o & 5 & S el INom 29w,
I T S XE A 59 AN ReH R @ o yeR B 2w F fRa #,
STl & T A golrn o W | §6E IS el a1 99 31 B 1 el A
A T8 fAdern | TR ToRe @1 & vy § o o Towem™ § ai|arsT
- RPN TR E e & FRa @I IR e | Hagm e Ia &
TS Wy I TN ¥ ¥ F dEwy I A afp I Rem fAd elR =H
el @ OIS & TETE-|IG 9N a8 X I & G BT GES AT &
W | Suadrese o, ¥ U 9 WA SN & o A 9 wed g | 'R 2w A
AT B A ARG B W wgd w91 & | UL ¢ eRR, UL B 9w A
T M R, N 97 T & 6 o g gRum-aga] a8 € e ged
ot & AR, R o 9<% G € ST gt @Y egm F @ fond &
i ot foar, TR, AoIgR, HHRY <IRh & 98 g doid § G pRar & | &
I IV S § fF R daR & A1 TS A oM & W MR OIR E SR
TER W & A A AN M A € | 98 90 % ¢ B A o 98 I R
IR S o™ # N oft &1 P ARE TE T | THEE G @ UR SED
FIpd Y F P gEwRn T8 B TE, T 99 A% ¢ fFg By N 5w 9w B
ToR3ETT T8 BT o Wb f5 ' TN, B FA A T g TR A @
o m e R dfersa g s S ol N aAR FA @ T |

¥ e w3 S § g &6 & o erTen deTe g el Ay <=l
@ & fsare & g€ gore g Aol & Jfrl 7 |Efia gt # s o R
BRI | ,

Suaurens (s wrerey ifaw) ¢ o g soh 38 Fhe seh

3ft I AT : F R THH HT e &, 99 THI g Jag S #
B O BRA & | Ten quie fgdg Al @1 gere g =Ry @ifd ame aneHt
gy amefiate & W& f5 amum 9% forg o s &

weea, ¥ gER1 Fided I8 SR UTedl § 6 oiel o gRue & RRER &

TAE ¢ IS FoE & Tl & U g6 smawwed & | ¥ g9 Rvg o

gafere & 1 A g wifh anfl R N 9ga WR W A 39 w e aret ¥

IR O 3ara e A ok SF Hfoaedl @ 1 W Feaa € ok 3 srgfaer
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@ o g € 1 AP ¥ Ue ofR e Y IR A # S @7 e arsia
B | AU HEARE B A 4gd ) ¥, T 99 €9 ¥ | ofpT ¥ 7w 9
) e T fF 5w HHE @ A O o N # o S ueR @ aifndl & |y
IR T8 BT £ | U 98 B FoNE g, % Bd I 8, 993 91Y 395
WIER # FE1 &) Ve HYG & g8 9 He1 ¢ | gredr g fe eeiia @ @
3T I5PY 5 YR B oF E A 3 ol & W e eR [ GdEr B |
I D e oy wE w8S o € olR TR TERR W w9 dER
ITH BT I @ w9 3 ol W IEw & @ T O ® 99 & R
YT & FHAR T & AW AT @dER & a I A gifFEr- @) 9
FfEazar 8 ¢ R e R @ ¥ ol oo 99g R T IE IR
AT B HTdE B A e 9T 3 A T8 AR e @ € 6 e 39
T FT e e ¥, EAER-u ¥ o vgd € ol I% a6 # wRaR R o
2 fF o Yo v TR £ A 9wl © AT oY & W € 1 99H B 31 HeR
TN EIR IR AV ANV AT TR S AW @ & T ¢ | 785, § 78
9 SHGY FHET A £ b s AG-gEN HIAST S o, geR S e 2
FHE W BE T & g7 5™ 8, $E W AMBT W HA &, FHE o G W
T B Wed ¥ OO0 39 R e @ ®E W) 0 o Y B E@aa 9
IV G wERd @), itk ol @ e A AT S T N A = B
qgHz # 2R T TEd e & oy Ay HOr R B agvysar @ 1 A g &
g W wE A ¥ Y9d Wby a8 9gd 991 U1 g € | ¥9d €gd 99 Why
e B EF FRAT € | H IE g9 B ! RE A 9 g AR e g b whu
g A QT AN A ¥ MR I9 AR g1 R F g | & wiEe gan e
g1 3] WE g FIRT ) 39 JoR | 9 ARA FY € 99! I b v a1
gt IRa] FETE 9T e | 98 99 3 € 6 59 W wwe § mEl a)d g
= SN TwE) N Byy ¥ ok e amare 33 # B & O U9, B9 v
A&, w0 SEEF A, g9 o] WaER B Afdd WS W o g
qEd £ a1 aF AW W $ REd & 1 # I waa o ) Rages sem fF
g1 o 6 &N 8 Yo Harerg gon ) € i W w9 TiRg oY w@a §
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gy, § 9 & 98 N faed s F9 o6 f5 ge | uEe
A A Y 1997-98 A WY e § THIC BT o1 9T TN 6 AT WIS 6 RIS
YT H1 BT ATl s TE anyed ) 91d & & 6 U BT 9 e A, g
1998-99 ¥, ¥ Uquigce a1 18] B8 ghdl ofbT Ig U 212 HRIS TUT WX 37
TR | gad) 3R fien fear vy, 91 AmE o 3R fear wmar € 9 650
B TUY B BT | HEl Wi 6 BAS 0UAl AN Bl 650 PHRIs TUAT | TE G
S OB Y & A AT BIIe], A TN 38 9RE 9iRg o ) 98 =a
9 g8 T N o o A B T # Hera e oot o, @ word g e o
N, ISP auTE J & Wi b IR IS F A HH q91 A fF gwe! sah a9
AT # FFE H B AFeISA uSt | H g/l e wE g b g s B
3ol v YA B T ¥ | R R o wwea P s Y g8 99 T
T Bl @ aredht Al | I T o T W Y ¥ | gl # e e €
f gIé & AW ¥ 3R HE W S WIC B T € O §9d R H FA Sf
P Ay wu ¥ g s AT R 39 Wiy @ Jww TRy afs =
IrEeEd ®U A AU A ga1 B HeR @d TE B |

SUHHTHE FEIed, YT P GUA 991 B aR A § HEl °gedl § | O a6
T8 T & AT W 1 [FE) Sarge deR F W ¥ A e R wedm & am 4
77 feagavedc & T ¥ G-ON IaYdEdl S 8, Yol @) avadd Yo
F I I T | B W 99 DI O & | AfbT § ww RdeT R e § 5
Yo & g 9gd oA SRl @1 ¥ I8 Rl B8 ¥E1 g AR A e &1 Id IE
T8 fpren o Wi 5 § SE@r 99 D) 99 FR e g | b # AFRn 53
N A ar FE AEd g F et SN R aIgd BEel SR 99 W W §
TN BT WX HeoTl FHR & MU AST-IIST Tl €11, T SFUR Fad el oAfeh
Yord o1 SaY I Bar & | § W o @ 98 e axen wea g P aa s
JRT B T B MR SH GERT HT AU FR | ATEIRAl US @ 39 g
& 7§ Yol soedl AR IR YT B Sl R | wiEE, gl o1 fawr
T BT W B | S AT SFRPpa deol X § 9% I Xed & dHAN E, E
¥ gfera & T &1, 9% ST & SR B8 ST &, ST 3 desll Bl N
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& fow SiIReR e fe o AfRd | g o B g9 wma § Rk
Igd &l TRy @ w9 @ & | A IR-AR Y @Y 9wl B o wEiy |Es
TR STAT X T2 T | gAY sraved 9 99 &Y € b Y@ |qer @, o
wTaet @Y I B AR AU WUET B TH FHR W W & AN SHST gHUANT A
TR W | TEATISAT GS A gHBT 9 g @ity AR S B & @ig o
T FeoT & gonr B, IS R FRER) @ Tl |

IugnTeE AeIed, ¥ va &R fawy faed o e § | ¥ sew el A
g iR onft uig wr R ugd Arrig Tl o A 99 59 ) @1 R e
frar & | 39 ot RAE & I a9 8 ? & 979 sfvean fafies o madie &t
F ¢, 98 fie B 9 @) 8, IR R O @ ¢ 1 g U wren) el 8,
N N 5P Fnd B Had € 5 I st fafite & SR A o i =R
AR F A 2, TE I8 A ¢ S I fvew & et &, FuRed € | 9
ol B gEs A § oen T & | S 9§ Sen ¥ e gt fafee
R axft o & & | A oRreuel & AR 76 € o 1% N o A1, o wRen
F ), 3 QAT i IeERT & IR F 7 e & 5 o h B age
e Weayd € | Afe viw sfter & o gawm @Y 8 & IED Hfowdt |
IS A RS &, T | A ITH ARG R SE < S ARy ) F e
BT IFH TG AeY RFTDT UM BIg FIXE AW T 8, BHd g &1 g
2, 98 9 s B T8 T S | gw IR oW & FEu ¥ W1 gwan wvA
gl

SYTTETE WEIeY, I 3foear & Hey # W1 eI 0¥ I8 § 5 Suet o
HURTEY & S W U SR & Sud qaias ¥ I8 vy wedl g & i gfivsa
FHUSIT § YE X AU P WS B! &, SHDT FafeS) WX B T8 &, W)
N o RUE =& & | & Ioar ¢ Rea & T 99 § fb4e 99 2 B, 39 aow
¥ IUD! DI AE WS a7 3T 81N dfhd Sud arasg W I gfvear
FEI RET FTN 2, TR BT IF Q& | TP FH YBR  gEA AG o
AR | ISP T AFST DI WG F ARG W07 &1 @i R = gafdm
T P PH AT Vo § A B FOT I S Afeg | § yrgae deey o
e B & 91 T8 B} @ g AfbT § I7 v wEd § R o
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WHR F 9gd 791 I, g IFW g 3 g& & 99 I F g9 BT FW
W WHR B I USdl & 3R I8 WHR &1 &I g gl

Iuauread (2 wreieR @) A e o L.

st IeT AT ¢ U e A 90 § @@ o 3@ § Suedream ot X
P TaiISeH W g9l o U Tl B AT He |

SUGHHE WY, (RIS B € R I & anft aeig s oft 4 vw
& iz 9999 oW qea & saEr @4 ¥ afew & 7€ wfdw) aw s
A ¢ AfH Tadiscy & IR # 89 99 O €, BF 9] I ASBIS F DRI B
£ AR Rod 4-56 WAl & Ao TN @ ASHS F HRU I THRISSH F I
HT AT 400 W 500 FHI$ TUA UK g¥ AT B W ¥ DSBS T RN H
PRt 3 = RT ) 97 500 s S Hfad TR A @ SR & SHS! wE
F g guw Fo o wifigl 39 dewie & I gEdl o) IREw
feefadier ) & fTad R Yo e 9 TR a9 oran & 3R gl off IR
oy #1 AR B D FN yeR @ wvmw 39 & o, qRen coawen @Y Hqolga
w1 & o § N N d P wEm & amuet o WRen sgeRen € SHR €W
A & o9 39 99 W T4 B Tty B o) @) wRen fE9 weR @ 39
dewe AR RANTE B | & o1 9, @rF IR J 39 o] § wE W A
ARwew vfeelRd= agd sam €|

Fad 1@ 9 IR dEex ¥ el 9w B @ g1 F ond) dewmEg T
o1l FRER, AW HR F 95T OR TSRAN b Fardl | IEd 8, ol B Hen
H ¥ ST TREE, W WW F g & Y v Riseae-sagR ¢ e
2 3% 91 ¥ U qof Ry & o 60 W a6 99 # 718 o181 71 81 A8
9 F F8 O &, 3 Aex 91, IR Nex A9 | P e} &1 Igl Ia gsar
2, Y 99 9 4 93 vysdl &, A Saxen ysar &, AR =e dsdar &1 AR
oI &, ¥ o # S 9 agfmell @1 e o vear &1 K =R oft @
e FOm & 39 R o) ogfmel & I & fow S oyl & faw amy
e 9 ¢ o Y I Sl @ A, a8 Fered | TR i TRy & wiEE 9Eied
warer fee oo wa@ W ¥ Y wwer € 5 I' g9 9o @ eeE &
T ol @Y - o g8l ¥ I # AU YoE & SO ¥ WHY 89T WX
TE-YUY I & g qen AR I & e - weg Ferhl| A iR smaE g
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3 A, SUFHTE wEIed, § ggare o Aedt § §AN) wEaT oft & fh =
ISR FPR IR T O (P agd a1 A1 e ? IuD e e e e
#1 ¥ ¥ 3up R ST s g AR 39 9R vl F w § 39 oifPee fae
&1 Gl YAl €| 9gd gRIaE |

sl a=oen ity (ofewh srer) - 99T SuwHREE AEed, AU
THE ¥ I F B B R F A ot 38 F |adl 9R Yed ooy Ra w
e W AU g 39 R Aoy o g ¥ s aegare A g 94
W R FXa & AR TR o o @) oA o 99 g% & o 9aie ) § S
TEdl 3 g I P A W TafewE @ aoy @) iR A1 $ed §
IO THND S FE a) A FE € 5 TN BT T IfRpA T8 ¢, S
AP 21 TR gEms A o TR A AW & & W & W ¥ v § wgd
Y O SR § S g ST €, @ W € S9d aeSR XAl R TOR TN
Hql 9 AR I A A €, A fag IR ¥, daa gafaw 6 Sl sreRen
B XA T3P, T U ¥ IR, 7 gHeAN &, T HE R &) Sad a0 & @
¥ @ TiSadcd aed A A TEd I A AR TR &, 7Y T IR g o
% | Ue aR IR A9 @ & 9 W AR o WA, b 39 @ g b,
wiesar arft, a8 g9 T8 Ay | & 9R I8 HEex & w A 8, o 3
THIHT T & AN BT AN E |

IUEHET 7T, wmﬁmmmﬁ%ﬂmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁm
FENFTBH N EIR N A AT |

3ft T e (faww): A/ Mg, S s &)

sficlt wswen god: PR AR Rd uw B @Y 9 D a §
S & T FRA, AP XA BT FAN 9L gwRn wHar ot FY | gl o B
AN B AT FEAWE, BTN AN E | T, A Fg @ NI N
mid B € T8, W Aged $ N E ol W @ o vH-gR A v ¥ o B
IH M B, TRR A T | AEEg, SHT duie O 3N &t AR F Wy S S
A U HU HHG-RT B U gR S, oifd ag g @l 91| i awarg
g T IHEN IR B Soed A gs o) g | ¥ I ow @ad) g 5 awar o A
A wrg el e @ e dT | 98 T PaRe € elk # 9= Ty woidle
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d G g | R ATgH & oo @) gdled &1 B, QA & T8 3 AHar oft 4
T st € 1L (=Eu) . T8, wE Sf 3 e € g i |

wered, ¥ 39 9 ) g TR el S §d & aR F 39 S 35
T € s 9 T @ A S FA N E, AR 9Ra B G TN E | 9Ra S 9ga
T 90! AR A YT IE I, T D R FH AN |

Tgy, 3o ¥ & I8 39 goc ARmred svaR 3 e & forg s
2| AT G & ardTg F T A B A S U DA W Wl TG
2 | g & wmem S s of @) SRR B g ik e o St & afly o
IAEE Y 43 €, 9 $9 GN8N | AEEd, [, e AN 9N FhE & [
o ared &1 ardem &, @8 ®E W AW, fHw Re W WTW? v T g7 T}
W@ & e AEa off S @ Rl § TR E | Y o @1 o gd o |9
FHEd IR B S | BUR BISHY HHHT YE-4-Ga 9e g |

3ft & .¢7. T (STR Waw) : TH AT B WP @ § |

sfireht arwon o3y eiHd F oMY B A e @ W T | wRET,
I B TE g A g AP IHIU B G THT AE AT 3 GgAR H
Y YA 9Wic WR AT § IF B &, Y9 &, I8 Ped gl A warn uEh g B
I P ASATHYS & wHA T g w9 A gex R ue @ off | gguE ok
ST & WfvEl 3 9 g & w9 § <@ o1, 99 S0 9K & §9 W 3
& @ I T 6 g S I FU R | AP T A HE o0 b BE o A
RIFeMNE P 0P IR Y TR AR DE YP T TR ww O e B,
W 4B T T | 98 AT g /3@ R A B ge A @ g A S|
TE O It & - e o 9ga Ae &, AEan o @1 e 98 srwon €, Raw f
ITT DT ¥, S & ISR V¥ IE 9901 § 6 P FE ¥, A wE £ &
I T F T E oW g o Ui 9 < @, o ot e &
B T YT @ S € 4 98 WA o W € P U FEl 8, dewe se 87

sft &.77. TS wa B s o7 &, WE-OIT R A E
el ggden widy : #e-e W@ T 99 <@ S|

TUEVRT BEIEY, AR R 7 93 ¥F e & 9 H W v T R W
988 BT TUY @Y A IR I g% HAF 38 BNIS TUC DI WA Q) T T

246



[3 MAY, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

ST & e 15 vdou & W wr @d o v 650 8 TS arftI 39 ad & fig
Fae 38.8 BT | IE UFFd ATw & ward Y 99 ) e v @ gsedl B
o B § A af o, 39 HA oft 3o TR A oTeR Al |

¥t #0 o X g e & 59 af & A R & I Ao g A
& S| g Age, ARG, I, TEARd!, e, ssfed, YeiEe |l
T TS IRl & T OX B @7 Arared Se i & | ag #i ast § ufeed
T B AT SO T AT §, W AR A areared @ A o, 39 IR e
e g & 9 @ g9 9 N @ gt TE Al

THE IrraT 3T W ¥ # Y& e A el A A9 9STH BT B
W g% v | 9w @ 15 TRl § e aigd fRen & W ge e A
e | AR @ e g a5 v N A € 9 957 gEad €1 R ok
FES YT ¥ A9 20 @ | FW a1 IO & fog aa@E ad &)
T B g @ FADT ¥ TEY B I DY A qhAr &1 Tel XA qar B
fora R ? Haa 246 fhanfier oAt & faw 2101 Sgny. R € el
FHAG # FTDT G PG T B, 844 fHeiicy w HIo 1,080 & It e A
I T A T XA B o Tem A gga 991 e at v &, § Yo w
St & ToiRe meM & 3 e o & e o R 9w B mi € S
3% g e

eeE IR gael Ry & AR 9| B B7 He & oy Ty e\
TN WY, IS g A A 3R U SR F ga0 | 9 & v B ARgl
TG & R GERl $1 I A1 uSdl 2, 39% ar A ofR Swrdy 3w
a1 IFT & IR A IF goie ¥ DS wwd TE ¥ | HY v we frar o1
BT SR A, SRV FFITTI AT E | Itk 7 78 & o
Ao & forg wrer Rl @Y v g3 IavESW S HRO WY H g1 @ WagE
e Reall B Aravada HH 8 T ¢ gl I o9 @ o @ &7 aw 40 8

& §%a & AR A e o 3 I oo oE R & saRn 9w W
STHY H AT gedt €1 T8 dremal ofR HrieH & we wY wwR ydl el & i
# ot gof 2, T8 <ga gan &0 100 de RN B ge el @ ghw o
R P T T ¥
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T ot 7 e € fF o anfiE o F S Farag @iy @) gRen &iv
R ) #f¥F Gk 7l 2000-2001 7 ¥ HFEF & fow FeiRa & 11000
P B P UG & 9 P 3H 99 & @I gRieT | 23 gl S €
TH4 @ 99C 7 a9 YA 2 3580 BRI IUUT @) 3668 IR TUY P AR H
Fo forn Sme | srTd @l gvie & MEiRa 09 @ S @ | 59 9 A o
FA &f, a8 WvEa: W WSl 9, Yo # vl & aaraaiye wam, 29, 4w
AR fowe =R figmwa okt & g@ & seft | oy 399 X9 o1 fhee e
B, € goe § € BE T R | I ge A del & b et anfde ad H ¥
gNT 45 IG TF & A URTET @ @Y IR0 T ¥ | W AT @) FE A
39 R B QX1 TE A W W A A & 39 ok d R AT @ A B
W ¥ gule BT uel @& x4 B g iR & | #3) oft arel &7 370erm 40-50
sfdera A1 IRaes qer wEd § 9] A WIS TR 39 el @) ) afAfeua
R o a2 gEl o fb g9 9o # o9 Iunefadl & fae et sarn T
@ 9= N T £ 5 S Aot @ 5 seTeR we R &Y 9 @ Ifa
SHl

1, 5 R &l A e @) Y o g8 a1 T8 ¥ Sl ¥ @ <@ W e
o ¥ AT e A AW AW AT ¥ F A U F T § o R o
STE Tl & Hedree 81 & | U 9 H ¥ 9gd 9N fAwe ward § L.

Suaurena (3 wreier ®ife) - asea 9, aud gd & i Fad
16 e € IR o AT e 9o g R &

sfiweht wesraent wiRa : & 2. ¥ v e @ E

T R gdent A €, Ofdwse & €, @¢ RIS an gt €, 97 Rdet &t
R g @ <N fE aR-aR RAE v oRY & D ot @ e B8, B o
FBR ¥ AR P AP B g B T ) IR 3 snedt B Sha R
F W 794 & v B U O Rad 58 e &1 39 v @it o ¢H #
U@ﬁaw%mmmfﬁwmmgl

T @t goep & Rraest A WRBR @l g1
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Iyaaeas (sl wreiax Hifv®) @ AEri Tmeg He o amuet urdt
w1 e BT & 9RY § &R anud orendl RN e SN A M dFTW 21 oTudT
T S ) & AfAT 39 3O AT WET  BE B Pl BRI

sfhaeht wtwr g (ReER) - Swrvrege S, 79+ o wqa o g @1 <

2l

3t vweg Yo (fEr) oA IUWERTE! SN | § U@ AR &Rh
oA g e R e o) AR fhar R 4 g e &1 R et #
T weal | A &\ ARen 5 A e 9§ o aren oY ofR o ene
ARG ¥ Y U o B NAER Remw ¥

#Eea, Yo w0 SNt o™ 9oTe UR U Wil A I off, O I 1@ o
w HEl, wiod g R 30 s s @ o iR TR S & w7 A
Feqa far, § @rell g o 79§ a9 fHY ol I g R W@l g, UT S
HUA TS AT § FET o1 3R 79 R # 3N 3w wdwn N g% By &1 g
ST & 6 & X Ao ¥ aR-4R figm vud 9, Squed &, e &)
I W o TR @d B W E | XA T Sh Y 7 Ren ¥ 35 3ok Sy v )
SR SW el § Hw P R, R, ¥uR, fgm, Sguwed |ERiE,
FIRI, TR du FREET @9 @d § B B P 850 FNIS YUY B
SEEN 79d 3 18 21 X 9 A0 SN ) Aare AR gvae &7 g 5 o W
R ¥ Rroleradl & 38 ¥ SE0! SR S &Y o v e &) AR A
Q-1 T B aEal § 5 I8 5N 99d g3 ¥, 59 99a @ IudnT o arh
Jfaag & < wfyal o gRed e ke, su R # e 78 ue @ ¥
Il N O R g € @ $Fs FomE @ o9 €, ST 9t Brs R,
e T Frad derdd of R fifenEd wer € IW ¢ # f wwid, Hem,
g Y el meRenr AE B 21§ Rod ar ww 9 @ oor, A IonnR
TRGI B gd @Y ff @ 7 XA A3 AR 7 99 FU ARG §1g § gedH
bt on 3R SER FE w1 5 A N RA A 3w S HEM R A gE & W
He =TEdl g P 3l 0P SWd @Iy guR T g 81 fiod R § gem-Rech
QT TN d O VT oA SEA O WieE 3 aeen off a8 wue 9de Fad
F & M) AW B, AWRBRE ¢F B a1 a1 B AR, IFH N KA gawen TE
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B TRy R Fe T B 9 vl @ R B ¢ 75 U 8 WE B
T ¥ THY ATY SIS o Haha &1 B A, § ¥R &Y fpam T =0
gsdl & R g€ ¢ § fham @ e usa ol AR N ve & wme Y
gger aF A B

Juaaeny (3 wvieR aif¥re) ¢ A HeN o ve fATe |

%aﬁ(gmﬁm?naﬂvﬁ)': ¥ w9 Sem o IS9P 9g K 36 QA
Pigac DI BT o e g1 (smaen) ...

sft e serd: R A quR 7 gan &1 A U el TE By =
gt

TR A Fedt ¢ A A @1 pigae SR FR Rar ¥ I9F a9 Y
P pigar ar &1 PR 39F IR F N anud! Fee ¥ O o S W T

sft wrrda Yerd : 1w B, auw fHW T ! enuew Wga-agd gwaR | A
YT SIdEM OX WHTE & aR A A =gl @ o | g9 Al 3 qwe a1 @) 9wg A
T IR 1 &) 9) g8l W &1 AT e o & - g # fAER &1 3@ aren €,
Y v AR o € - el ondt +ft wwid 3 af fRufa & | 3w N @i
A 8, UeAT SigvH W A o IEd 2, 0O Y s wEd & | awi 9w awn
gt @t ggeen B epft W @N ¥ | ¥ vy IR e |/ 3 oY @1 e 39 W
e e € | IE 9D ¢ B wrdY Yo ae ek ol it gondt @ iR
1.36 TS UHOR TP W § G WM ) X & ofea B F midar & wrd
e Bt & 1| @ ofie B oW S e o woan, TE X9 W oft A8 R wod £
T BRI YU HRITRTE € WIR $B Vo S @) g #1 S gaa §
T RS 39 GHT € WX o7 T T8 §, SHY o WS TH o § IR Ya
PR T I I TE & FD T <A ¢ B e T B ¢ A7 v
B 917 @ B8 ARTY, IUaTe AIEY I TE (2 9 5 aNI o RE T g W
o @R vE ¥ | 957 B 99 R, IS¢ rred 96 oM & fAg R e ad
et  ERANTE NG | - R e FR R & e am
A o B te & @ & g ¥ @ Redym o=an & O aw-w=
Afd foree B ¥ 1 39 ey F Uy @ &RV WU SR AR WG T
T8 MY gE WY - WG B GA B GRT A | AEed, 3w H foER & wEy
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# gat R AW | A XA A ST A gd oY X @9 faeR & ang | o
TR Y AR off fIER & 9, SE ugd @ R{emd qega™ ot 9 - R o sh
Rty g o @) o Red &, 24-04-2000 T TV T® R ot &
fER A Yot uRDoFR & e o erdes TR &, SH AR A |

sft Y v wwTe (AER) : g@r &3, i R o8 & IR fan Y&
Hudt @ St B T &7

3ft A e : e AU a) ol A e IR | afereem | and
TRT HR ae DR |

gaavTeas (s wmiet ) @ g o T wRY AT |

sft TR visrd : A9y, 1997-98 § 25831 HRIS 9, 1998-99 F 238 24
FRIS M, 1999-2000 ¥ 255 24 FHA$ TIAT AR 2000-2001 ¥ 255 23 RIS A
TR TH S A9 U | O 1997-98 H o7, TEH Urer HH 1998-99 H, IFH I
TG 1999-2000 # 3R T S & amEure 2000-2001 # | @ Rffaem
g <0 @) o RS ot &, oW o ¥ Froell B SR TEl B B, S AR
# TE AW | g SN oAE uRedT & fdT 10 dremmel ) g9 Y ¥ |
IEH | AR TR AT UES § | U TR RN &, SUA 210 RIS B
Ty €, 2000-2001 # B 741 € 3 IS | HEYR TR - FAWHT 70 BRIS
Y Ao &, 39 9R B3 T € - 10 9! STR-SOT - TR R AN - o
233 TS 3 dior B, R T & - 8 IS | T IRE W B TR, T
90 FIS FH Ao B, Ry mn & 10 Ir@ | F 7% HET T g B oW e
faeR el @Y amu wra ggen Ared €, I€ wwa A ¥ | gd & AP 9 fEr
P W™ O aeR Fw, Ay A3 o, oY 99 WaER @l Hefae | g9 U
I B & 6 RER Y W Ao €, AU W IR IAH! YY1 HRA| AEh §
o AN Tew A 99 79 NG| 3R 210 FRAT B Ao T @ v A WS
AT, T FRrs AV | oY 7 oG T, UF aXre o B, & RS o £,
1 TR/ & RER @) doret &1 g 78 o o wed € g ot 7 I7
BE O Aol ¥ o W W Ao fER # Y@ demell 3 w® 1 T8 R
TR ¢ | wEey, M Riicedl ¥ AR § qorn | OR mmaw of mE o o 5
H XA HAAI W AT BT B IW T AT T
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#EIGd, Wil fRER 3R AUt T 9ie} §, H gEl ¥ andl g I &% Regd €
SUR F1 T q BRA R FEeT wS-Ed) ARl ol € R ave @ agl w
TEH AN Aol T8 21 T A WA R & el SR ek g o
Mg &1 IEHIEH ARie AR O A far o411 39 @€Y argA & e gamn B
g 233 BIIS B Ao T 3R S HIIS B AT HE TS &

IyaTens ( off Werer ®if¥e ) @ oy g v R

sl g el wH W IR @ 9 FE9 @) 99 g2 ¥ a8 '
AR FH ¥ Frch Y AR BIEY oz o &1 s o oS @ @) Ao A
T S WA 2w HERY AW SRy B P g @ il 99 uid) arga
P H ) @ g9H B Ao § W o 9w 39 9y @ § e iR
SR YA T e ufearedl v e St N X B R aF v W
J ft HF GEY R G W G £ S ARG DI A6 7 9 g B ars fou
AR IRIR PR W & & TR el ) < & S ) ) 9wt o 2, 3w
arer @t Tat wRar € fF FE 31 woftard 9 s R S| o gs ugw A
TP 14-15 © one & af a8l R I9 g 99 O g @ U He | o &
WG ¥ agf o o wedr ¥ F 39 7R Sff 9 Ry e 5 3w wwa @
#eeggul A § o T o e @1 i & i 6 e & d 3R
amifad @911 gafoy 53 ot 39 R waH €| evI @ 9 T 7 A fEeoh
Fopal AR IR TE ¥ W E gl W A FAG & A R g
gofoe g8l § 7€ 9 ool ofR grger & fow 9o wq) A onft 73 ¢ gam
g 9 B O ofeema s 3 gfaw F Sy, 9 @) wiead g s ¥ R
FE TEd E & fAER w1 duvedie e 81 g4 AT ofe @ e v o
ARAT TE e ) o fder &1 e € 9 &) € QR amu N yd k@ Wl
P TXE FAR WY IR AT DI | ‘

. It Y, ISTHHIR (A W2W) ¢ TR, W99 ugA A 63 oft & aurd
gar € ol & qen 39 uidl gw wifeya e 2000-2001 T wWd @R B A
#A o1 @ gwfere gurg § v § P 9 U Roam o 39 w9 @ 9 A wR owre
Hrel §rT & AP I A el off T & fow e 1 T AR,
T & | TEE) 3 & WY e FEd ¢, § ¥ aign ok |98 & fhaw

-

B




13 MAY, 2000] RAJYA SABHA #

4,00 PM

FE TE DG TH FHe H W Gl T 21 6 HA & W WA T
Tgg IR W uEd I, W AREV WE, W A & andfieig 4 {-fafes
FHR ATl B R 760 W IO S FW a1 o3 1 A1 e g1 aner w9
A TarET WA B, IE H Aal § | A9 Of R BT S | F Us 9 I
e arew € B W AR ANy WX W R 250 HAG BUY BT FAHT AAH!
oo e IAIT @ EE A AN o §oaw wn A @
WS DA & | IUGHEDE Heiey, 1994 § ugEel IR e A wog oW § Ul
g8 o7 Rl A A RRGE 9w @ | 89 RS W @1 goee™ N
TN | B W IR R A b g Ao A A SR @ wurErEE w9 g o
g% TR &3 & R 3avY $T IW V| TR W™ A 5 .8 THRE A
AN I7& REds, W & Fieard Aead g &5 § TS §F AR U] B WS @
oE HIRe W w9 Fu F 9T & 39 ol 9w o1 g9 H B,
U U] WA $ w9 # g 9 9 N 98 X O] | e e & Rie
B1E T Y9, T W T8 Ryl § @ IR e v g9 awa § ) 9
@i 3R T W s R A dee S Ru g A s R wm o B
3T FRT T S BT A AT X2 | T T g haedt ol 4 33 &
W arre e o g o' g Rd araer @ g ) A A S S @) g
aied § & TR Aar sft dgarg Uy avet B wa g gF ¥ € 39 e
T2 e Mol FHIT ) gl & Rir SR e St @ deR AW 9@ @a
o o7 aft ) #= o IR BN zEE ¥ o Aem | Redw #v v g
Jarewond d) Sanction of new railway projects in Andhra Pradesh from the

Guntakal Division to the Bangalore Headquarters. (2) Introduction of more
new shuttle trains from Vizag to Borra Caves for the development of
tourism. (3) Request for issuing necessary instructions lo the Railway
authorities to cater to the needs of the passengers from Kuppam. (4)
Construction of road overbridges at Palani Theatre, Tirupati Town m Chittor

district. Ut @F 73 I ARy Q) T8 &1 dgag TEg S GG N 9 A w1
T WRFD! B B T, AP WA ¢ [ I68 A oot T @) B & R A

T R SuedRsE off 8 99 ofR w3 St &« ¥ & 9rEar g So far as
'Palace on Wheels' is concerned, I have been making this request for the last
four years. Our Chief Minister has alsc written letters in this regard. Palace
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on Wheels, a train from Bangalore touching Mysore, Madras, Kodaikanal,
Kanyakumari, Trivendrum, Cochin and Ooty should be started. We made
this request when Shri Paswan was the Railway Minister.
...... (Interruptions)....... 1 am saying that right from the days of Shri
Paswan to yourself. Even our Chief Minister has written letters to you. I
am pleading with you to kindly include Tirupathi, Vijayawada and
Hyderabad in the Palace of Wheels so that you can cater to the people of
entire South India.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: [ would like to say one thing here.
If the request comes from the State Government, then, the State
Government and the Railways can do it jomtly. If the proposal comes from
your State Government, of course, we will consider it. I have spoken to the
Chief Minister several times. Let him send the proposal

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: <’ f& ot apft sy armarer off &
9aryT there are more than 24,000 unmanned level-crossings. R #AT S,
QA wre & IR @ D ¥, o RiFae § gz a9 39 Q@ IR s
oad HINT W yadise g1 A 75 Snl B W 8 1 9w el Rk A
8N | If you kindly recall your records @ gamse 3f¥a1 § 4% 24 @R &
FWR ¢ AR i wdw § ST F e ) E9R @ FW e | & vl Us g
& oTE g Ol N 39 e $ AR § I 9 3 foweR g8 & wike
Tl W/ S dud SIS IR @F PR Al 59 INE S YaIee B DA DY Bl
FM BT | 3 N T AR B9 & R & dex dew e o e €
Road overbridge (ROB) at Tirupathi in Chittoor district; ROB at Kazipetyard
in Warangal district; four-line ROB at Guntur town in Guntur district; ROB
at Biyyavaram, Visakhapatmam districts; ROB at Mahabubabad, Warangal
district; ROB at Khammam district; ROB at Sitapuram-Kakinada - Kattipudi
road in East Godavari district; likewise, there are about 14+4+3=21 ROBs;

these proposals have come before you. I request you to consider at least 50
per cent of the demand in the current year.

It & F T BE W | TR Aoy 9, Remere § #0957 o 2
g9 e ) &N #xa F foI BRI 3gd deee SO & | B 9] S A A
Zel RysreyA marwBEl 3k 30 AfreR) & R fF et o 213 W

T gE | $9 W &M & B AE¥FHar § | Mangoes and grapes are the main
products which are being sent to various parts of India.
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Also, some of the Railway employees have not been covered in the
recommendations of the Fifth Pay Commission. My humble request to the
hon. Minister is that all the people in the Railways should get the benefit. 1
hail from Hyderabad. I had represented 60,000 railway employees in 1985,
and | was elected as MLA m the Secunderabad constituency. I was also
made a Minister in the late NTR's Government because 1 had good relations
and rapport with the Raiway Mazdoor Union as well as the railway
employees. 37 Ml P 9gd HOME T | 3NuD R 7T w01 S B AA
5 Y@ cRan ¥ & Wew § | Odeeh Rt Saowie Reg a9 § wrd
|EE ARl 4 I w6l IS A1l FER AN, US 9. fifer dw 3 AfEn
TN TXF A 5 AT IgEE FF TR TR B @4 ol I v R
T YERT & Y | 9 UTET & ORI B O R oF A A9 A F G
afes @@ & url 3mem 1 You will really cry in your heart. There are so
many houses which have been in dilapidated conditions. Kindly improve
those houses. Railways have got a lot of property in the Secunderabad
constituency. Kindly protect it. Kindly improve their amenities. Then, it is
modernisation of railway stations at Secunderabad, Kanchigunta, Nampalli,
Kazipet, Mehboobnagar. There are so many old railway stations which have
not been modernised so far. Though Mr. Bangaru Laxman hails from
Gujarat, he is a native of Hyderabad. He knows all aspects of Hyderabad in
Andhra Pradesh. I request him also to concentrate on the modernisation of
these railway stations so that we can do something to improve ther
conditions.

Iuyadmd (f wEey IS ): 3@ HY T AR |

. JAN f. AP A A agd gE@ S A A T E B IR A
St o GErE BN & 5T W ¥ TRl B SE oW W geo T8 et
w01 S A T et @1 SquieT fear an, § g6 it Y goig @ Sw
e 7€l gont | ¥ g8 qo 9w g & 5T e & wew A a1 ug e &
I fad e G & el B IR § gl T A srow § | 8w |l ¥ o v
frar &7 g FEvErh @R S I8 9] | ... (Haur)

KUMARI MAMATA BANNERIJEE: Sir, he has raised a very vital

point. We always invite the local MPs, the local MLAs and the Ministers.
If Rajya Sabha is prepared to give us the guidelines on how to mvite the
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Rajya Sabha Members, and Rajya Sabha Members from which part of the
State, we can mvite them whenever we organise such functions. Of
course, they deserve it.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: I have mentioned it so many times.
That is why 1 wanted to move a privilege motion agamst the General
Manager of the South-Central Railway because...

AT AHAT qFSH1 © SED] MFSNFH B AR | I Apd @Al B
GEE A g € S WNE W IS 9 5 Ad B g § o o1g Rawa T8 &
I . (=aura)

1 yardt ft, TAIPAR : T SRR | § | . (Haum)

FATY 7 g9oil ¢ O TR TA @) § T @) sidiegd @ )

1. et i, a1 e B e @

Suaaeay (sh ey SIR): e wvg g @ Rt ga g A b
fefegee far 8rm | (=gaum)

@1, It Y, worpEY - ¥ T A v € | L (emEuTE)

Suwanga (3 wmerey afre ) ¢ 3R A Y wE o 9§ orRw @
& MeeoEgy 39 wew # Iy & FE ;

KUMARI MAMATA BANNERJEE: If the hon. Member agrees for
the MPLAD constituency, then we can do it.

Igaureas (i Wwiey af¥ e ) B f TedRd e Ed TR 9
o & foae @ s} O R & faw § a9¢ AfFa g o v € W@
CEl

KUMARI MAMATA BANNERIJEE: Let them decide it, Sir. If they
agree on the MPLAD constituency, we can do it.

. 3. A N, AEPHR : ST ARIeT, o ¥ ve eadl §, oud

IR F A /A O B W B w9y | ane @e qag § #A of 99
IgEEH T T W SN WIATTTONH IF ¥9T & IR F UH Rere & |
TAR TH @0 W A HOF TR F @ v [ wear & 9§ w6 e
FHT WEACZOIeE &R 2 # | ..(=maur)
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PATR AT AT ¢ A6 6T | L (=EurE)

1. et N, woIgaR ¢ IE g § oW &, § e R vw g |
-(=auT) :

IgauTend (it R PfS) : b M TE EHE A TR

=, Jard f. worpar : & uet 9ga agd I ¥ 5 e g9 A
=1 d&1 Rar| gwmE |

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN (Karnataka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank
you for giving me the opportunity. The hon. Railway Mnister is seeking the
approval of this House for a sum of Rs. 61,686 crores, through the
Appropriation Bill

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the financial health of the Railways is not very
sound. The hon. Minister herself, in her Budget Speech, had confessed that
she was facing resource constramnt. It is true that the Railways are facing
financial constraints. This is because nobody knows whether the Railways
is a commercial organisation or whether it is a Government Department. For
some reasons, it considers itsef as a Government Department. For certan
other reasons, it considers itself as a commercial organisation. They are
neither here nor there. With the result, the entire financial structure of the
Railways is a confused structure. The Railways is still part of the
Consolidated Fund of India, for its receipts and expenditure. It also
produces a balancesheet. No Government Department produces it, while the
Railways produce it. It draws money from the Consolidated Fund of India.
Nobody knows how it should function, what should be the capital structure
and how it should raise the resources. It publishes the balancesheet, but the
balancesheet does not reveal anything. Anybody can read a balancesheet.
But, as we read the balancesheet of any commercial organisation, there are
certain disclosure norms so that the public, at large, whoever reads it for
whatever purpose, would understand that the disclosures are properly done.
But there is nothing which the balancesheet of the Railways shows. Itis a
non-corporate balancesheet. There are no guidelines in the balancesheet, not
as per the accepted practices of a commercial organisation. The capital and
revenue side are not segregated. The loans are not segregated. The
depreciation methodology is not proper; it is ad-hoc. The list of assets is
not disclosed. When your entire structure of accounting itself is wrong,
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how can the Parliament approve your Rs.61,860 crores appropriation? What
is it that you are offering to Parliament to understand and then to sanction
and approve the appropriation? '

We only ask some raiway lines or certamn facilities. But there is no
discussion as to how the resources are to be mobilised, from where do they
come and how should we utilise the scarce resources for the overall
development of the Railways. Sir, it is a commercial organisation, but with a
substantial social burden on it. That social burden should be segregated and
that has to be funded through Budgetary support. You can't put the entire
social obligation, which is part of the Government's cbligation, on a
commercial organisation. The Railways should function as a commercial
organisation. It should raise its resources, as any other commercial
organisation. If it is undertaking any social obligation, to that extent, there
should be Budgetary support to the Railways. The health of the Railways is
not really good. In 1998-99, when we compare it with the figures of
1997-98, the Railways' net profit had gone down by Rs.1136 crores. We
should know what we are losing. It is an expanding organisation. Nobody is
able to understand how the Railways is functioning.

In Para 94 or 95 of her Budget Speech, the hon. Minister talks about
transparency and accountability. Believe me, Sir, with this account there
cannot be any transparency and accountability. So what is required is a
thorough, indepth analysis of the account of the Railways. What is
happening is that the Railways are not accountable with regard to the cost
escalation. Most of my colleagues were saying that a project of Rs.200 or
Rs.500 or Rs.600 crores is generally taken up, and then they provide funds
to the extent of two or three per cent. Then that project is taken up and
only what is allocated is spent. . Then next year you do not make any
allocation. When you do not make any allocation whatever you have
invested that goes into the drain and there is no productivity.  So, your
account does not reflect the productivity aspect of the whole system. With
this type of account structure which is not healthy, you cannot become a
viable organisation at any point of time. Sir, the profit is reflected here
without charging the Provident Fund liability which they are showing as
surplus. This surplus is just a doctored surplus. So, with regard to these
accounts, I urge upon the Railway Minister to present therr accounts on a
commercial pattern and try to change the entire accounting structure. A
committee was appointed for capital restructuring and for the entire
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restructuring of the Railway's accounts. We do not know what has
happened to it. We have been talking about it and the Parliament was told
several years ago that they were coming out with a restructuring proposal.
But, nothing has happened so far. That the Raillway Minister claims that
she is going to achieve transparency and accountability and that is her
desire, I do not think that this desire of her's will be fulfilled unless she takes
some stringent steps to set right the entire Railway account and next year
presents an account which is readable by any person who wants to study
the balance-sheet of the Railways and offers his suggestions.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, coming to the other aspect, I would like to
say that they are talking about utilisation of Railways' property to mobilise
resources. We have been hearing about this utilisation of the Railway
property for the last six years. It is not for the first time that the hon.
Minister has stated this in her Budget Speech. The earlier Ministers had
also committed on this. 1 would like to know as to what has happened to
this proposal Who has prepared the project? We have been talking about
utilisation of commercial property on the lines of those railways in the world
which are utilising their commercial properties. It is ‘a fact that you can
utilise the property of the Railways for raising theirr resources. But, there
should be transparency in it. How are you going to do it? Is it going to be
again the same that happened to the promises made by the earlier Ministers?
Should it be taken lke the earlier promises? Or, is there anything in the
offing? The Railway, Minister has to mform the House about this in her
reply.

Swr, while coming to the gauge conversion, | would say that we took
up gauge conversion with a lot of fanfare.

Sir, a gauge conversion project to convert 6,000 kms. of meter gauge
mto broad gauge had been taken up. But that project was shelved. The
priority was changed. For example, in Karnataka, seven years ago, a gauge
conversion project was undertaken between Gadak and Sholapur. The
distance is only about 100 kms. Now, only a part of the line has been
converted. As a result, the passengers are not able to enjoy the benefit of
gauge conversion. No train is running on this track. The project is pending
now. To complete this project, they hardly  need Rs. SO crores or Rs. 60
crores. Now, whatever amount you have spent on this project has become
useless. What is the cost escalation in these six to seven years? You will
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say that you do not have the finances. The problem is, the Railway Board
has not done its homework properly and whatever request comes to you,
you go on obliging it, without going into the question of resources
availability.

Suyasena (st wreiay I ®) : g v YW WA W, UP T §
e arel  AINY e AR F |

3t &. W @A : § 99 @R IE €I So, I request the hon. Minister
to inform the House as to what are the gauge conversion projects that have
been taken up. I am not taking about the new gauge conversion projects.
The Mmister may tell us when the projects, which have already been taken
up, are going to be completed. Otherwise, there is going to be a cost
escalation. What had happened to the Konkan Railway will happen to this
also. The Konkan Railway Project was started with Rs. 800 crores and,
ultimately, it ended up with Rs. 5,000 crores. That should not happen.
Similarly, with regard to the doubling of railway lines, I would like to
submit that you take a very few projects and complete them. It is very
essential to double the railway lines. Umnless you utilise, optimally, the
50,000 kms. or 60,000 kms. of railway line by converting it into a double
line, you cannot take baek the freight’ which we had to shell out to the road.
Earlier, the Railways were getting a freight share of 70 per cent but, now,
we are getting only 30-35 per cent of the total freight share. So, doubling
of railway lines is very essential

Sir, a mention has been made about the Wagon India Limited. Mr.
Agarwalji, has mentioned about the Wagon India Limited. I would like to
inform him that Wagon India Limited is not a company. It is a consortium.
It is a consortium established by the Government of India to help all the
wagon-manufacturing units so that there should be a proper order to the
entire wagon-manufacturing units; this House had debated this issue. I had
the opportunity of heading the Railway Wagons Committee. The Report of
the Railway Wagons Committee, though it had been assured, has not been
implemented totally. Of course, it has been informed that the Railways have
accepted the Report. '

The last point is about the safety. There are a lot of trains running
from Delhi to Karnataka. There are trains such as Karnataka Express and
other South-bound trains which pass through Bhopal. In that particular
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area, there are a lot of mcidents of deraillment because of non-renewal of the
track. With the result, accidents ate taking place. Because of these
accidents, there is a slow movement of trains. When there is a slow
movement of trains, you have thefts and incidents of dacoity. In all
South-bound trains, these kinds of incidents are taking place, particularly, in
this area, and this point has to be taken note of. The Minister has given to
Karnataka a step-motherly treatment in this Budget. Sir, except one survey,
which you have ordered, and except starting pf two or three new trains, all
our projects are held up. The projects were sanctioned earlier. When Mr.
Deve Gowda was our Prime Minister, a number of projects were sanctioned
and work had also been started. But, now, this time, there is no budgetary
allocation for those projects. With the result, the mvestments made on these
projects will become waste. I would like to give one suggestion. I would
like to suggest to the hon. Minister that let the States go m for joint
ventures. We understand your problem. You have resource constramt.
So, let each State form an association with the Railways. Let each State
form a railway joint venture company and mobilise resources within the
State. :

It is possible that if you insist, if* you want railway projects, raise
resources within your States, some development may take place. Instead of
putting the entire stress on the Railways, each State should have its own
joint venture company to develop the railway track, railway movement, and
whatever other things are required. They should raise resources from the
various public sector undertakings within the State and form those
companies. FEach State should take up this responsibility, if they want
development in their State.  With these suggestions, 1 thank the
Vice-Chairman for giving me this opportunity.

»ft Semw sl (FeRy) ¢ A SuweEemE Ade, # Y9 w9 of g
PG W 2000-2001 & woe FPTE aqun T e o1 wwiE aRar €
TUTAE AEIeY, YR W Rene 2w § 39 & Hared Y I 3 R
B T ¥ ol WA @ v § W ¥ Y TR W @Y YA Aomel uel &
T G A WM ¥ A R e R W F AR & g 9gd 35 v A
e ¢ AR 79 3R @ Rod R saw 7 g¢ a5 o & 7 @ wwa €
AfpT e wET A O 39 ' g W € R S A9 = e o 7@ ¥ 9w -
wo1a ¥ ¥ Sad ga & pEw g g & w9 N 3 oy eoe S wor § o
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o1 fé6 ST HRA A g I FHY o A 54 VIR freiIeR @1 X gy o 3R
39S 91 39 53 a9t § W gfE g & 97 8.500 fharer At B gE ¥1 3@ o
Fafd & foran It o1 AR T & 99 AUR W AR AW & I T ot §
TE AN P amm - e F R g otend € 39 99 B [ AR
AR @ § wwEa € F guet gff oY aa ¢ ofR oim fed ¥
IR ¥ o 31 75 b B WHR B NG THR B 6 B e ?R &
@) R forraa # fieft & S Sad ge Al &7 9 gl gfResio 1 av
el IR FPRD G o e Aemd 9 o e snet e s R W
@ T IEY AV PN B evTa SO B} G/ o § wHema € 5 uw wga
Iurft == grn '

IUFHEE Aeed, TS fRIRY I & f& 9 daa gy & A 9 & REr
B 3R =1 A W YA MR BT qeT B e TE B, O FF IA S AR A
e § g &, §9d aeY w9 god &, WG § = enl €, aEeR-ua 4 o
AR AW €, ST4 I8 W fRa & ¢ 5 s daa gat € sngvgedr T8
2\ oeT I oo e F AR worT 8 93 & ofR § SwSt N arden @
frar & #RQ &1 SFF - S AT WUR A Af-engfie sR W
WA B M ¥ SR o # Iy gy ol @ g A o gueyet iR
YRFERS o9 B sravgsdr &1 ¥ wrg § & a8 Sfew g e gR ¥
#H F Fel W g g 21 el N & O o ) St g o) fAfdea wu @
SHa 9t g sfifrar Xt 31 59 g | Y 3 off & | W gkt &, SR
o A ¥ o R seR & 5o SN aeie # fey € 9 dew A § o
freR \ET & WEA FRgd BN =g

2, T/ 9 A FROS F GE g, ST A B I AR ARiPara)
R & gRT Rt yoR & Y9 ) FEiy 1 w1 ugErs T, SHs Bl A A
el TR fg 39 WD AN VA FIA SN A Y HONIHAS GiE el Foie
2000-2001 & f&Y wqe fban &, Swe R fFfvag v @ a8 wurg &Y o § |
T O focfa ofwsdl & € & gagE SN 3 A48 § e meR @ oy
T B | WA A A O gfg B TR R, 98 N A ~gaaow & | 9w ot
haagarht awgel o 38 71T A1 B g W X W T | g9 T AN
39 a9 A Yo W oft gr1 Ry w0, # woemar § 6 R f yer @ wvg T8l
o1 | ST, ¥ gOiC & ok $B W RPN I @ = W T Wi @ €,
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Y AR H WS B e JHia H IR | TE S T H opf g R elR
AT wedl ¥ ARy e € o mE w9 A 39 9 W Ea see feer @
& wa veR F Rt SR & aaeg Y9 T3 o 3 e & ¥ - = 9%
Tt TIEH SR @ &5 B, T Aedexu &1 &5 A, =R Rgfewo w1 87 8 -
foa wuic q afe T @ @ vae Far ¢ | T e o W9 e | woar
o, W RER 9% @ onft 7% Te g B 8 A | SuS faw @ fear o
Herar B, SUS IR F WU I 7 o T & o IF s9e Ao § Ieod v &
F Yo 3 vl &1 aftfSus s ovd 1 aR 9B, fmm Bl waR o1
T BR T A HY i gfy ) o7 w9l &, TUS TR AU IO HI§T
# Soorw Bl & | wrl SRy 3 o S ol RO & @, Swe B sadee
frar | Sf B 3 f 99 e 3 ok e s @ o B & R |
fvrr & R R € | Suwegy weRd, I8 {0 g ¥ ot gee
v fsar e & | IR asl & Y@ gu & wEEeRor &1 ) wearg far T @
t 7ret Rrret oiR gR WER A A 36 wfowm Y g @ T & | I glRwel w®
A & FIT IR 1 AR e fHar T T S Ned gue I 25 ARve aRw
gl @ qoial ¥ | R & wdie aRaRT ) ISR & R 7o g9IR IaeR 39
B Ao f g g9 F A YT HA O A B ¥ | A WA TF &G O 552
BT B R =AY a9 F off, I TFTHY 655 PRI A U FraiRa A T
3 gRad & fag - W I B, A A9 B dis A9 F awe F g arg @
# 529 BIe BT AR <N, SHB 600 TS b1 AT ¥ | VT Y wgol TRy T
# wf wwama FRN B e aR B f Taew 7 QR wad) of ¥ g ¥
o weur b v € | Reh e &0 SN J <6l Ben 0 $ vl Y o W
W groven 9% WM & e g arn 2 cgaven # ff, g9 v e o giy
TXd §C 1241 TE 9o B vERl B N 59 WBR B gE duic ¥ Iude IR
w1 IE & | vdier 3 Ruaeil # ge 3 3 91 5w o8 TR 2 | T iR i)
AT SEH Jow B T P T FOR T9 31 greR a1 W) +f Rp @i
A, I A e A F, Fd oof § @ ad o ) wdn) s
FfaRes ol &) gl we™ & fav ft soe & waum B W # o
- T 50-55 WRwT &t gfy @ A ¢ 1 fhg sae S W s @
e & | A XA =0 ot @ 78 arR B g 5 Raeafia s & A
W IY FE W M T Rf> g8 N Yo Sy 2 Rt ey 850 B vud
! M o7 Soow AT & |
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AP ast # iR MRkTi Ten R faafa & wrew | g e afyn
B 990 DN 0P | TH HOR I R’ Yo 98¢ Y FERT F 31 d1E o g
2, 39 fawn 7 At anw wre W o grew 3 g |, @ Y glwr o gfe
¥ Sl A9 A AT € TR @ TerE ¥ oWd B A Y% I 9 ugd
T I G #R | K W € P 99 w0 & g a0 9 ol @
TG a9 WM B | 39S W B K 0 R I wen A B R wwy w9
S 3 goie W a1 o 9@ R AR we Ny A Rt FHeEReE & A
§ ge wfafhan g8 Nt & =t ot & wem wew &7 957 +0 Ry &) =g e oW
& 9g o § goie <@ o fAived wu @ a0 o 98 Reare gen 5 W mewr %
aft A St 7 wga o9 7 Rad &) e 98 R ool o 7e ey B
21 7% AN B S A e v awd e gow 99 # el R R @
M g™ 91 S A T yew N ¥| FFF qEasE W H IR TE den wem
& o 9E1 TR uf} &% T RarE 2, T geTe § 5" S e A
@ F 39! g B & oW uue S8 SHE-9HY R g S9el 2 39 IR
¥ B W | frerral # ST o Yora & wRd U o 59 oY S=N
TGS AT T Toln @Y Biwon B &1 AW R # S A vaad a1
TR 7@ S91 R Wig | Wi gOR 79 Wi B awiie e € oiR aw
¥ IR WY P qgd ey | A § IR BT I AT IR G BT 1 AR 3w
S B FEAS HUA S TAY TGS IR IH Gl SIY @ g7 SuAh a1
arftl TR FEt @ e g T Rl § 9o 9@ g € iR AuE § o
B e @l vEd 8| g #3 oft § AW R ® 6 g9 TS 3 SEagR @
FERH WEl T I TG O Wedl &, HG WA B &H A @A §QLAT T
FeT¢ | o oRadH & IR § R I A g9 wvie F A Yo o o o & 9
AT | HES § g Tt &1 v o Rl & e o ok ged o |
Tl 9, 396, I & A 99 961 § 79 W g 31 fGgR #31 F 45 o
q Tfés I S& 6 7eg 92w & U@ AW uRadd 1 sdra o dia ast
§ oifed g1 gor &, 1978 # 19 Wil WRaR Nt R § @'l S 93 o 7
A Yo 7 9 ey 3 aR weE Re 21 g & € g I5u §eR @)
AR A {1 AN T R 1| S 9HY a6l & WiR & fY e o
T & B o A AT gud o Yo ¥ 39 9R F o uRads & dew §
I ror T T ) A M A | gAe A e S gry anfRand @,
foaarer 3R g, M el & FR FS graEe uged 1 F #= Sh A
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IR HET P 36 30 AFT S AR ¥ & TN 5 Wil gs & Il e
IRET F aR A U Fgi | S BRAE YE B WY | T qE IFOET PR ¥

Suavrad (3ft weeR i) @ FEH Sl D, amas g3 F el e
ey R 2|

sft darw waelt : wERw, ¥ Saa & e ) wEiew, W EE ST A
e § 3[R, [N FH JR T 7 | Ao F o N 39 9 |
waarE e 81 Tefl 98 S MAe & Afee 7 mew @Y ok | § @ o
e gware & § R amen & g %5 2 ¢ SN Yo dgAl & qu A Bt
e # e yae N ¥ 4N o ) v Swdeh g AN & e ¥ v
Red ad TR T8 § THE X9 T R @@ T8 I M 7 PARN w2
ari g § Fomde Tad € | T Sue SgueH W) @ o1 79 IS Al
T g Rt o 5 59 IS &1 ™ PO T9 VeR ¥ @ W e A
# TEEE TN R | TO S X qon W ged XES B gEn Ra wits
A AN gl BT AUHA & SE Ao A Y uE v pam e | A
TEHT AF Wi YR N o1 e e, wEdl W Aurd veade A g
WY AT ST G A g8 g @ ¥ AR ol ot IHe W gaarie-FeTEe
T F1 ¥ TR S R Ry w5 S urw AR & o geg oe ¥ S
} g IUYD T GAIHY THGRT aR & e & gRer @ 1 arreht wfed e
o R & qagd Rt B e ¥ e R ¥ vuad Rt 3 TR go
Ry o & R Ao ¥ QT FRA A1 S FUR BT A9 A e A R
| gor N | oy g A6 R SRl @ 393 fmrT 3 e e 78 uge
we Pidw & Rar 5 31 wd & w1 WA R & qagd Ruewi » AT gu B
e 18 N | 39 IR I Rt ) IEN v TS | 75 5y WOR A
w9 gd Rere @) fow Rz & 31 5@ & 91 uw 98 faeh)) w9 Rumet 3
ey W B 79 o TR g5 & Rum v e 3 IW S[ 9@ Ser
w2 oft, # anuet ST ArE g g v 3o w@ & € | An e A
vy # e @ 3R & M Frol | 77 g A8 1 ¥ 3y IWS) S
g o Rrad 7 98 & qayd Rusl &1 3 g R & o @ @ s
AT F WY, IUGHEIE o, I G oM B IJEE] 3;, Tg wEd gY AT
CICEGE ISR EG :

Sawead (s wvieR @fe) © gue O, amud aR fe ¥ den
ey AreR A I E | gEf S W Y |
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SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I
thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Railway Budget.
Sir, the Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2000, is being moved to
authorise payment and appropriation of Rs. 61,686.79 crores from and out
of the Consodiated Fund of India for the services of the financial year
2000-2001 for the purposes of Railways. There is nothing to object against
payment and appropriation at this pomnt of time. So, I support the
Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2000. Yet, after gong through the
Railway Budget for the year 2000-2001 carefully, I have some pomts to
make. At the very outset, I urge upon the Railway Minister to note down
these points and try to solve these problems with all her might at her
command sympathetically. Sir, the hon. Railway Minister had rightly said at
the time of presenting the Railway Budget that growth of the Railways since
its mception has directly contributed to the econemic and social
development of the nation. Being the second largest railways of the world,
the Indian Railways are carrying 1.36 crore passengers and 12 lakh tonnes
of goods everyday. So, the Indian Railways are truly called the 'lifeline of
the nation." The total length of the railway line:is 62,800 route kilometres.
Though the Indian Railways have a very wide network throughout the
country, yet certain parts of the country are not covered properly due to
dffficult terrain, due to sheer negligence or m the name of commer¢ial
non-viability. The North-East region is.one such part of the country where
maxny parts of the region are not covered by the railway network Secondly,
if we go through the Budget for this year carefully, anybody can find out
the truth that some parts of the country were given more importance and
some other parts, like Kerala in the South, the Nosth-Eastern region in
the North-East, have been given very little importance. Bihar is the State
through which many long distance trains from the eastern and the
north-eastern parts, connecting northern, western as well as southern parts
of the country pass.

I find that Bihar is also neglected, as regards electrification of the
ralway routes. Mugalsarai to Barauni via Patna,  Barauni to New
Jalpaigurt, Patna to Malda Town via Kiul and Bhagalpur to Farakka Barrage
are very important routes for connecting the North East and the eastern
parts of the country with Delhi and northern and western parts of the
country. Futher the BAK loop line that connects Howrah with Malda is
another important route which connects the North-East with Calcutta and
the South. That route has also been neglected. I don't find any new
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proposal in this Railway Budget for electrification of these very important
routes. May I ask the hon. Minister to think about some methods and do
the needful? The North-East is connected to Howrah by several trains. The
Kamrup Express is an important train, as far as the common people are
concerned.  The North-East is connected with Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Chennai, Bangalore and Kerala by trams lke East Coast Express,
Coromandal Superfast Express, etc. I am sorry to remind the Minister of
Railways that the Kamrup Express does not run timely and it is always late
by six hours on am average. So, the passengers are not able to catch the
connecting trans to the southern parts of the country m time. Will the hon.
Raitlway Miunsiter look into the matter and see to it that it is run on time?
The other long-distance trans from Guwahati w0 Chennai, Trivandrum,
Kochin, Bangalore, Dadar and Jammu are usually running late.

Sometimes, they run late by 12 hours. That is the fate of these trams.
Even the Rajadhani Expresses do not run on #ime. The Brahmaputra Mail,
the North-Eastern Express and the Awadh Assam Express are the other
trains which do not run on time. We have seen that these trains are running
late mside Bihar. Some mismanagement is there. Will the hon. Minister
look mto the matter and see to it that they are rua on time?

There are some general aspects which I would like to mention. Theft
is another discase of the ralways. Another difficulty is with regard to
sanitation mn express and mail trains m which the common people travel
Sometimes, water is not available in the compartments due to the negligence
of the workers. Lack of electricity is another chronic disease of the
ordinary trains. Even in mail and express trains, sometimes, there is no
electricity. I urge upon the Mnister to look into these matters.

Now, let me come to the last point. After the presentation of the
Railway Budget, I feel that the North-East is being neglected in this year's
Railway Budget also. Let me come to the pomnts one by one. Firstly, it has
been shown that the railway lmne from Gogighopa to Guwahati would be
completed by this month. But it is not yet completed. Trains cannot run on
this line. [ thank the Railway Minister for giving an alternative line to Assam
from New Moynaguri to Goghighopa via Dhubri. That is another lifeline of
Assam. That is good for the North-East. I thank her for this. But the
amount allocated is only Rs.6 crores. It is not much. As far as speedy work
is concerned, it is nothing. As regards the other lines, the amounts allocated
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are-- Dudhnoi-Depha lne Rs.10 lakhs, Harmati to Itanagar Rs.10 lakhs,
Kumarghat- Agartala Rs.40 lakhs. All these amounts, which have been
allotted, are meagre amounts.

As regards gauge conversion, nothing has been done for gauge
conversion of Rangia-Murkongchelek line. This line is important, as far as
Arunchal Pradesh and northern parts of Assam are concerned. There is
another point. That is the Bogibil bridge. The Bogibil bridge over the
Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh is important for connecting these two places.
The total estimated cost of the bridge is Rs. 1,000 crores.

But last year the allocation was Rs.5 crores. This year also the
allocation is Rs.5 crores. I ask the hon. Minister to calculate how much time
it will take. If this.is the pace, it will take 200 years to complete this bridge.
By that time, perhaps, none of us will be here. Is it not so? Do something.
[ request her to do something.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKER KAUSHIK):
Please conclude.

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN : Yes, Sir, | am going to conclude.
Since we come from the North-East side, we do not get time even to speak
frankly and freely. As regards the employment, 28,000 vacancies are lying
vacant in the North Frontier area. But no vacancy has been filled up till
now. I would like to know whether the hon. Railway Minister is thinking of
filbing up all these vacancies. Particularly, in Assam, we have seen that
there are about 15 lakh or 17 lakh people who are unemployed. It is much
more in the North Eastern region. And if North Bengal as also a part of
Bihar, which constitutes the North Frontier Railway area, are included,
perhaps, it will be much more. So, 28,000 is nothing. Wil the hon.
Railway Minister thmk of filling up these posts? That is my request.
request through you, Sir, that this matter should be looked into by the
Railway Minister. Please do something for us. Thank you.

SHRI M.A KADAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I wecome the Railway Budget
which was presented by the hon. Railway Minister. I also express my
thanks, on behalf of Tamil Nadu, to the hon.Railway Minister for the
sanctions made to implement gauge conversion in some important places in
Tamil Nadu. The financial provision which was made to speed up the
following works, ie. between Madras Beach (via) Chidambaram and
Tiruchirappall, Quilon and Virudunagar, Villupuram and Pondicherry,
Madurai and Rameswaram, Thanjavur and Villupuram, Cuddalore and
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Salem, Trichy and Manamadurai, Villupuram and Katpadi, needs to be
increased during the current financial year. We all know, Rameswaram is a
holy place for Hindus and people, from all over the country, gather there
everyday. Particularly the people from the North alight either at Chennai or
Madurai and reach this holy place, Rameswaram by the meter gauge train. -
Since the journey is very long, tedious and expensive, the work here has to
be speeded up. The financial provision allocated for the gauge conversion,
durmg the current year, between Madurai and Rameswaram is Rs.10
crores, for Trichy and Manamadurai, it i1s Rs.7.00 crores. This amount is
not sufficient since the anticipated cost is Rs.240 crores and Rs.175 crores,
respectively. 1 would like to say that mere attention should be paid, so far
as the amenities which are provided at the Railway Stations are concerned,
particularly, at the Ramanathapuram Railway Station, where there are not
sufficient number of retiring rooms. Some improvement should be made. A
new line has to be constructed between Vridhachalam and Kumbakonam,
via Ariyalur. Thank you, Sir.

Suwaemg (st v e BfRe): Ay A shdgen @™ amentt
M ¥R e # TR § WPR R AR |

*Harm Adgen @[ vl (RER): 2R som | givar |
wEd | W ar fee 7 e dg B daw of o SEs! semk # @ AR
W, Y iR e @) fame 5@ g § 98 55w agm & W@ e
I @1 Ta WA B 3eR1 § et Regmm ok Rwmer dvem eR T m
Jae § G99 W AT § | 79 AFOR o BT Ud VA1 AR VpoR sTRT B
f Yord # frell o @) Qe dbaS B Y Yoy T8 & R W &l Y
TH WA A A B g §Y VP YRS YR B I8 TR 0¥ el ¥ W, IO
HET A Ued § Yo RfARR aifter ) o R & @ 5 S 59
HIel Y Yo § 9gH € WNIE11g B S91¢ ¥ gAR Wi e} quel off 8
%2 ¥ 5 IR doHR 70 W B omY TerEq! # A ot § I% P Ted § -

" DE THA T AWAEHI BT AT A
JFD! T & 980 S &S Wl W "

. *Transliteration of the speech in Persian script is available in Hindi version of the
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W W, TTF IR TS T B F S veS s 99 T 9w ¥ B =N
NG R AT I eI BTE I TWI R R IGIR g @@ &
9 Wl I HTH P RAd S SO DY WA AEG fHar AR T W &
e AR 3 STHT T TP W Ioh T AW AGH DI VET BT AN A BT A
R AP R & e ot 938 4 R 37 & T & R T 3 ®F 9
qIRHEIE B D S _

T & AR G 9 GE P TR ST AR TR g IR ¥ 59 W
et TTe & B AT H @9 el §9T% | A I, T, AN, @ aren
T, Od, fied) @1 9@, v @ S o) gRIr giRE B e @ ¥ R
AANRAT B Sl W W T8 T8 AR W B T T R Y g9 g8
AEME H O TY HA WA T Al § ¢ @ 99 B |RE FURT HAT
A & o B TR A BT HA SR R AR NS G wm S g e
AN W HA P W IT AR A B & 99 IR o N BT B ol ®
fTaH e B W WA PRI BT BUY BT HIST e gear &l R § b T7
fad T 3 el gl 8 31 I7 g I B RRRRT B Y@ o ds
a1 vE ¢ 3R Y R e ¥ @ ufew ok STR @ 2R R WRa &)
IGESAT BT WY UY A T, T TAW ARG R TF ERR) A B €
I B o BUS BT UV H WART B § HA o0 U AT I § IS
U & ST AEgy P AR SUS AT IR HiE |fdde, IR-Twmee "
g4, F4 e 3N A A W A 6T B & G PRSI YUY B =T
IO ueal &1 IE 9N B AR TR S e 2, Tl e @ iR
P! qX7 A% R Yo oR S o B +ff ve § 3R w1 & ofe A
TR IF ¥ 5 ¥9d Y Jore @ R S aren | At 21 S | dga
WHN Yo B I I £, I8 FUE T ¢, IE TP AP ¢ AR W [URE AW
AT & & 7ol TE BEP} WAl W A9D SH ol ¥ b g9 399 wae §5
TR Bt OeleE # T §1 6 GRT UIeT IoRt T AR AT g I
oo T8 f&ar o & Rrad TS A Yo Y ATl T BT AEA BT Tl B
T ArRIATT T 2 P AT o A R A 9 # 3o @) R 89 wiwa)
Y gEaY 40 BIS T o @) & 39 GRaed @) aAxvel et ¥ T e
% 5 Yo W ? 9few ¥ I uw A g 3w s RREt S Tadie
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R & IR P aoE W GO W o B e g Hfee wuie # earR
N areh FA ¥ T 75 BNE ¥ weaR TfoIed & Wi ¥ 18 Hd! 9% A a7
T B g AW Ve A TFEA A IE AdTe € P Ia B e @ers @ e
T Ffied GuE A Tfovar somE B oY, SER gER gea @) Ared AR
FHTSN TREdT A+ 9gd 75 Aenh

T P Gy WY P 91 3R e AR g axh bH g R AR
QIR @7 &9 39 W% o@r g & dgeht § 9o, Yo & Eatow fEeat
{ AT gl ASIGRY @) AFH A T & AR A IR ACIGY THOE WA JOIY B
& S oo ure 9ol & fG, AU Wi Wl & Svegel WiAsy & e o W
B T AR IS S TN TN L R A &l TR Usa ) o & &
T B BO W 9 @ IRy R V) S TR Yol @7 fve dox e € | 89
! TR P &1 0 gawe T 4 | 3 AU W, AU A, I @fAE,
U TP, AU G A RF-UT 4870 HX & HW &1 59 & IV W 96 I
A g B AN A AR A gor F AW I A A T H ID B A
R & &, o sterswl B Breay, ¥ud Wi P Wae § e, I8 O
DI BT TG B & | T T TR DI FRARIA W 98 THRAT | |l ST
afRy | a8 Rfee @ 3 & 5= Y@ > R § e N 8 B, $9 W
TP T &, IR A AR ) O E R A A o ¥ gl smaw & S
<& gg g ¥ Saed € a1 dome A @1 A WY R Sad € 98 3% @
6 & T @Y B Pierr ¥ | Yo B e, W B gfem ok 3w e &
Fo A B e @1 v YpT 9 g3 & TIfe S W BNl & | S
N P golel & garel FY R Wi € 3R we s @ 5 wo & gw Avigd &
fIT o SR | gF AN U@ WM O@ W BN & O d6-gdl & aF B Sda
& fog, 99 @1 O wem & fo o Tt o At oI R, &\ A @
Rdied el € 5 ag gen, e 3§ vged & ok e S ¥oe & gam &
T & | fefde ve € SW & 99ve 99 W tRE-NKE & did By W ¥, 99
F I B o S TR SW A W W o # | Y Rfrer afRw @
TONRY B % oy B 771 Bt I A Y N g T TRA & | IF IW
TIa-g= B Brea] o e @ T & fw Preee €, 99 & 9= &1 g
IR TR A YW ¥ &, A \ihy a1 W@e ¥F o O 98 gR o g@ &R
™ P a7 )W, RN Rufe Bft & 3 At & e Rfdse & arem #sex
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I SN, e AWl & fRweg & U Yol ¥ U@ e 99 a9 el SR
I B WP A TP HAS) g8 WY S YF A F AR P @B ST B
IS gY AAET B Fd B B YA B |

W, Y a9 & S W3S § gl U o g1 &, I $ B a9
g1 ¥ orel B wEd g 5 Y9 &) GuRY &) ur &9 aRm Al &1 g,
B 3N ol Bot & | T U OET 3eNT R f o B vaER W@ figwE @1 TN
W@ & oY e &1 9EE o9 I © 3R R s I8 e argn f s
& oA ¥ TR Sl A R B e # "o AreE Ram #1 wEh <) #Y 30w
TR T EC d R & WA AT DI g A GU-GUAY o 9 F R IE™r
# IAR 2T & AifP AT F Adpars ¥ I BT GTHRI R S §F | ARS F
ISl A A o T wE B |on Q) B fb WE R gEAR QA w9 I W)
IRA §, A TSl ¥ ToHY feoel UEY A TE N U IWH AGY W E,
IA TBM P AN g8 YIad F SN digfe § ok 91w 9 @17 § ok R St W)
W A B & @ 89 @) s Y o 8 AR AR ¥ = S e fRear
T & I M AP AN @ [T H1 WA T IS S| SR F P AR
P & 5 ag ME IR FER & a9 # A W T @ ME 3R FRFR B SEIAT
v & & g S @1 9 8 T &, AR EifeAl B ST @ oeHd TEl @t
ot & | A e F 7w A o ¥ | e M e e ¥ el & ww
wedrT fhar o1 Y el o T 99 @ fw 5 iR govm @ aie @t &R
ART 7 R I’ & Reew ool Al BT Ao $ IR e J o SR
e &Y s} 1 gaow & d €91 @ I =Ry o fF wiE St & wwre
P V€ W T Tl g9 AT B AW AR FHIA A QTN o, AfpT I >
A AT ST O T & | sufoe 95 qReiR qareer aar g 6 e &
forg +ft & gRud BRI W ¥ B oI 1R @ 3 e T dfem € | wEar o @
¥ ey @nft 75 ae 9ga oW Amen €, FEfR Y 39 W IR 3R e
g GEAR 3R TS @1 I¥H YPHM qren BT NE 8, FEAR R S B ST 15
T @ anRex AR & s & S vwTS g W ¢ 9A fF Ig 9 A A 9@
@& | AAAT S AU W AR e FH 5y & e & g anw &1 a7 <w € g
. UTQI, 37U 1 AEF DY TE T BHLN WEF &7 & <@ | 31 qenRer g 5 3
AN N 5T 931 T I &, WY B G9! 9O DY £ | &9 A g9 A1 S A
I A v » die T D o & o aw B I | 39 9 B UeE UMl @Y
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g MR 9 B ) TN T BT GASH DY SN

% ¢ AR AR Iy Y qERwa A § B o 7 Fga sreeT Ao 9w WX
76 20 3 v 7% Rar & & | wga-uga gfvar |

AT AR FA W, TR T ey HeT SR & AR A AN 'R
AT Y, SHS M A IR IR W E |

*dern atdgeen @ Il F ERY & gEe g Y A Al
IR T AN F ATS AT TS A TASH B} a1 A 78 puy N |

- of} qerae Wun (ITRYF) : SUAWESE RERY, Yo Wi | w

ol & I & D g T I & B 2w P e F A iy g F R
5 &1 Arayt dreE @ @ 39S 1 I ¥ | o 3 SR ¥ <Ry iR ud
} o oo Rgw™ o Rorn 2 | a8 7@ & wify, o 32 o1t R awa ge
T 20 & fom Yo &1 v Y AR <@ € R e 98 - v

HElGY, Ao R # araard & are § 9t o1 we wswyet | ¥
@ 78 3 & 3R 35 ) eQ IS A F w9 A PR DI IUANT I & @
T AW D TN, Ao alR qmgnrem ava ¢ i RN oY S gu &
A w3 weear & fPdes oo T g 5 o ofe, e iR o afs R,
Eibc s RFT Aot dRamigA S oir R aw d &
#AfHe s § SR I F I FW A TR B FEm ot R R B
o9 & o o A 3G & Bl 5w o amn R & wRa 2 @ A
2t Ry oRUT RS D & A B R 9 gug FH T IR I R F
Fee A 9 T Tt &, &9 IF g F ueH & | @ # = wew @
- Fded e & 2 el 2 § oRe B F Rl ) so9 | IS s ¥ g
el fre 71 &, gofee 3 oo e & % T @Y et & gl e
¥ _forw g oS @ & e e |

TERY, AT RIE W) YRe ) aga s & 1§ 5N qded o e
foeh WA Ry 3R aaf¥a & g | e Yo Ry &Y RF st
7 ¢ 5 o 7o sl s gE-dA & W gEt ¥ R wu F o @ =
wod | 9EH F T W B Y A w957 v 8, sraeh dd @Y den
2000 & @ ol déd 4000 # e Swd anv 7 59 ey &Y veag el w

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian script is available in Hindi version of the Debate.
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gl e & - AfRl & wEE B W R o 2, 99l @) o £, S
| T o B | A AN (e @ 5 amu Ryl W e 99 3R o
FAHID T I W VG € ITP! g8 § R B forad @l @) gl A
|

3 ovE @ g dwd ¥ 5 Rl W vieht ol 7 Wie wga e wd
¥ ool RvA & aR & 9o =Ed g, gfd Reh €\ ® @ 89 9 |9 8,
a8t 9gd I Tl ol wWe M ¥ | Tl IR emuw e @ fF wwE
rar-wR Ay e R s iy iR Swd gur B o e

IS AW & R IR I & % B b oS v aNE. & Yol AT Adard
9 O b -3 § o ¥ ¥ oK IS T & Sevy wEal & 5 oE of e
T F @I TS RA A W@ T, A T @ g & forg
Uy fady Ben Sor U R ANl B weRfdd iR el Yo I sues
e

Heey, g4l TRE AT TR WY W I & W @ & 4R F Yol Wiy
5 Y WE THY W I A A & A g8 A1 A G W FHARY & IS
Rt gEr o e e, N a4 92 o N & SHa 4 &
FT A & T 9§ SUD! 2 HC AT g1 § I1 U T de san § sy I
T oS UEH T8 W W WX 48 O &1 anfY 4-5 @ vgel @1 9 81
o D 4 HS VT T A1 98 o9 2 HC U & wIF 9§ et 7 | gHfY ga
& I ¥ RS war € B ot gEe 9 T s € § afel @ W gun R
Eadl

Y & anmo fafdee & e wawen 9 g1 ¢ Sl § ReEl W gadl @t
3@ 8N, S/ 8T, IF e a1 ¥ | fd § ey wE Pidew o aigm
Iy TN & s & ATy IR AW F IR S R USRI AIRgES 3Y
2 e W ey 3N d7 9 Yo RIF W cygedt x| Ay 9 wiEg § qard
5 amy amgdfle saeR a1 Rfec® o g8 uv gaven S A T

I 7 Y EY ReM B 919 AU goie & S Y &1 F W o sud
FE g 5 e 7 ¥ o e ¥ v § a7 gfResr §7 § s
SRRV & AR UR T AW o 5-6 9 ¥ TR ReM @) 97 o §
Toie § TR &) o SRS ¥ BT E X9 T 3 e B B 9" o)
# o g AT o T 5 ol § 9 4 Wi ugd U XAd g ol

274



[3 MAY, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

| gonm o dagR ¥ TR R 935 | SwEET 99 R E T AR IHS IR A
FE pRaE E gl ¥ aum sa e g F doR @ TR R 9@
o faem & foe S & gon, o wRan & gon a7 fege™ &7 wadt wre1 oRan
¥ Rrad o W o1 B O &, e SUTEl TR 98 & Pead 31 98 6w
WUy M= & J=TX NN B, IR GO & IR o |, a8 S oA &
TRR ¥ O U8 W I gl 98 W ¥ AFH 9 81 $RY 9% uRR e |
qEA AE T W TEAA &1 I8 & AOGY B W e Wi § e B e ¥
I8 W TF a I AOIgRl ¥ SHDT SRl TE 9 ded €1 o wRan § wew
e @ Y A ¥, wEd vael @i agl | Faean 8, free ague 2w
F A< B @ &, SHo AR ¥ vgwad ) @ = B gwfow § amud s
el § & ik Q@ v § e Yo g Prerel wg & SE X9 Y gd
I T BT, T 0 @) e FRIRY § gER @ woa &) S AT H @
H TR F TW A ART T Frel IS I W AN W §1 F9 W F IR AR
o wareT SYeelt B O € O 9% don < & AR} H o € ok o o
@1 #eR 78 & R s o e & fow Ik €1 99 afR @ R e @Y
HRIE & HAl &1 FAfY AU 98 W A3 XA oga fIem & ar § |
RY | AU IS gD T8 @ wfRy | § A § & Awar of
FfRTI B T FIW §Y BeA IoRI | WE I § A » gieen @ iR ot )
egrs wre, Yeges g, Red o & o v &, 9w g 3% & R
T R sy & sras w3 A § R & siew wd gonr & o ot ¥
I @A e & gl & e T W "o B o ey W el w9 A
P R F TEHRY & R o HEr W € AT gewewy @ R & & wwer ot S
B Ao 78 v ¥ IR VW R B yEw g ) vE ., wu ), e @
AR el & eor B ol @@ 9@ § § o fage wen wgm & deges
Fre, ASTes g &1 O d@arT g, O B ff wR w1 /@, sem Ao, Rf
SRt srerar =gel St &1 2, oy v e Rpedie Peear 5w dwam o g
7Y & RN 6 Yregee are deges gEsa @1 W QR dwat Te o W@ 8,
g8 QU 2 WY | g% fadie IR @ Rt omen @ iRt & 1 e il & @ 3
ey = & &, S anen € B, A A s B} W wHA ¥

sft wu B e (SR 9dw) : = A darT g F w1 I N
& &, snusY YHER B =Ry |
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SuayTeny (it wresy S0E) : anft amus TR A aren 2
sft qora Mo : S EAPE R, T A Y & | T A N g @
&, ag e B ‘

sft wefte wu™ (FERre) © aud W § w1 &, U% wEd B wed T8l
14

Iuwureny (s wvier E): a9 o wIw AR

sft gera Mom: gl < gRPW &, 97 o A SRb &, = D
TR E I T AT T E |

IJuannd (o e BfE): mmmmaﬁl

sft e Mo G0 N § o & F A deygee FRe AR ey
F1Eed & AN BT Tl WES Y STBT O QA A5 €, I yq HH0 | 9
& % 39 UoaE B - el ¥ § o1 € - 98 o) Yoy 9wt wenall &
# e RET T | IR BT FEE R I, TR (5 ReH, sl ’Ryw
- PR U a1 3 &1 aegl @M &, Wig ) e 9 a1, viel W R
&1 f o g o1 T I7 O 9T 1 Riced Taon &, ST 98 W I A
st &, omere ) €, warT N & | A T I HwH A e A €, T e
% orr e oy § W O ey Wl - Y PR R W Ry w A
FOIR Ut ofy arlt 9 & | wer W o goR & B0 @R R | gAY @
I9> St Ape wer w7 @ ¥ | K Yo Rrded e wEm B 3 wenl ok
A &1 Svdm e & Ry ot 9 W B Yo W@ 71 srEET wY R
5 4 e AR we Il Wiw A OF, HHEl A Aoy R N w® wF AR
siwim e @t -sfan e ion S MmNy
| od e & 6 e i e M arret 9o 9w e T8 gerr T &
TR # Pt st e Ry Qe 9 Yo o1 e 9w W o R B
I Y $r W @l |

revad (3R et $ie) - arerf stor of, e g wEw R,
¥ g B v AN A wewr A are ) 9 e ot ove wig 9RY |

sft ywedt Ao & a0 9 TIw W | § oo fAdeT e g &
S & e & e w3 Riarea e gad ¥ ) iR R v @@
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TE & - W o, A # W AR o §, 9% 99 wwe TR R A @ ¥
- oaf® Rygreer Vel SR § gEer Wi ¥ AT gEe e TR R
778 & | SR N oo A IoeE @7 $ SR wad Awige fier o A
¥ 21 sagR WM & fag @ a3 o 97 glawr @ wadt & | Sdwr o arell
1 A g8 GRm B0, sEea § AN ™ e B A gRer @, dmgR A e
A = @ A gRer Eeft | I T afe I & B ST W W do
e ¥l TRRIT A g Wi TR R 3R $) @ W) R g9 I amh
2 ¥ s AR o RYA W Q A @ uF Redem 3 § afda ggt ¢7 T8
THA B AP I B B b IR & W Rodve Y dfbe v A i
wedR o & € fg aw oo 981 vodl & @ Wi & T e gafaw O
TE R WEl YW B A B e &, 9w 89 A9 J w1 Rawa 87 9w @
T TRaT Y 3o TR € | e YEEiN IR ¥ gWIE gad €, g9er
i 39 TR R 3 X | 79 W R & v o1 R R A &,
e RgwEE & 50 R\ & 78 €@ 81 3R a9 iess (e &Y AHa
NP EAFFI A S gRor i f R SR S I N g
TET A | TEE U ¥ A U GUR §o € Aifda o @ fte o ag W gen
21 IR I e oY @ aut @ 3 > g MR A F R et
*U¢ St e ey #) gei o defw Ry w1 & o T wwen fw g ek A

SuauTrens (st v viww B ): oo T wEw SR

oft sereez fom: g A FRdET & B SeRi 3 ft oo S @) gl
<1 @M 3R weht Y e v B | Yo Vaaid A O o) gt e &
Fifs Swd B qad & o T v &1 A o gEd & v, Sier,
e Tai § g O 9 e coawen A 1 W Y @ R o &
T TE ST FHAT Tl A (N B BIeaN deR TR F A R ot
¥ A FRS €, S O A e e B o ¥ FdST R e €

Suwwreaa (s wmees B ) : v amee wewr e, sft antey)

sfi qeu= Mom: B U I8 97 IR AN ¥ A e T W F
vE s R o9 ® & v & qd e &, sened vt e
THTY & W B i Bl R FReTEd siweR &1 e @ ol &
IR R e § & ama R & e a9 avh
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SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Mr.
Vice-Charman, Sir. Since I entered in the Rajya Sabha, year after year and
Budget after Budget, 1 have been making a specific demand but it is yet to
be considered by any Minister. Several Railway Ministers have come and
gone but 1t has not been considered. There is one over-bridge at Pacha
Kuppam in North Arcot District. I made a Special Mention in the House. I

_received a letter stating that it has been sanctioned four years ago. But, till
now, no steps have been taken to start the work. 1 would hke to know
from the Minister whether any sanction has really been made or whether
only a reply has been given to me. The Railways constitute consultative
committees region-wise. Several Members have raised many difficulties
which they experience in the railway stations with respect to amenitics
provided to passengers. This committee is supposed to look into all these
problems, region-wise, but that committee is not convened. It is convened
only once in a year. Itis only once in a year the committee is convened and
thereafter commmittees get dissolved.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: Are you taking about the
Consultative Committee? ‘

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: No.

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: It is about the Divisional Railway
Consultative Committees in which all Members of Parliament, representing
that region, are Members. I have not attended even a single meeting.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: We have already set up a Committee
and we have nominated Members of Parliament as representatives in that.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: Apart from Members, others are also there
to look into the problems.

The meeting of the committee is not convened even once a yczr. in the
whole term it meets only once and then it is dissolved. I request that it
should meet at least once in three months and discuss about the problems.
Technical and small problems can be avoided.

Then, written tests were held for recruitment to the group 'C' and 'D’
posts. Interviews were also held about three or four years back. But, the
results have not yet been declared. On equiring, they said that there was a
court litigation. So, there is a court litigation,but the department does not
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bother to take any interest so that the problem could be solved. The
department should, at least, expedite the case for early resolution of the
problem. But no steps have been taken in this regard.

Then, even m Tamil Nadu there were several attempts of sabotage.
Though, it was announced there and then no step has been taken to find out
the facts. The Railway Board must be vested with the operational
responsibility. Then, there is no accountability for the various accidents that
are taking place. There is an enquiry commission, but there is no
accountability for all those things.

Then, T would request the hon. Mmister to extend electric trains from
Arakkonam to Katpadi. Electric tramns are running from Madras to
Arakkonam, but after that there is no electric train facility. Several MPs
from that area, that is, North Arcot district, Tiruvannamalai and Dharmapuri
had made a request for extending electric train facility up to Katpadi. That
request has also not been taken into consideration.

Similarly, the unmanned railway crossings should be replaced with
manned railway crossings. I had made this request earlier also, especially
for Chitheri and Katpadi, but it has also not been taken into consideration. 1
offered to do this work from my MPLAD's fund, but the work was not
sorted out. About a year back, they mformed that they are going to start the
work, but till now that programme has not been finalised.

Fmally, I would lke to request the hon. Minister that the Southern
Railway should be operated from Salem also.

So, these are some of my requests that could be taken into
consideration. | hope, at least, this Ministry would exccute these works.
Thank you, very much.

SugaTeds (s weiER SifNs) - T Sew pua e & gw Ry
R g & fag 17 Few v E

sft wa B riiew @ B 3D e 2 S

Saguneme (sft wWeEY #If): R W s gl B Wlg A
W o e A o B g @ e

sft ordivw anmEare (e Wew) : SuwWRE off, e R o 3 S
I AT IS AT H B B ° I 59 20 ) Now Iw ¥, 7w ugd O e

frooft 21 gad wEvE @ T wh B Y awh Ner ave F <iE 2 B
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TR | YB A9 # WEr 54,000 AT Yo SgT 4, W) & qS 39 53
wrelt # Rk wg e guiR frorfler Yo @ o0 | g du Hifore gfRe @
g 991 & o g o ¥ wfviwa:  grewd, ST W & A R R
7% 99 §¢ &1 A ¥ W # ¥ w9 oo Y 3R v & °F sl &1 a8
ST ST a9 a% S901 [T 31 A% 37 A TE AR o whal g1 ¥ w3 o
J o IE Wi T Ffe IRR/IM F 9 v & 9w fow awg F d wwrd A
T § | A § AT R & R o & o g B w®its 3 e 9
&5 & o &1 oo 957 9o 9 & gufoy § ST Ny &6 P 9 Yo
T @ aoredt Wi &) o W3 o Y Yo Y it e Wi | arerdY
¥ 53 Wil 91 WY 89 IR &5 W TOR S a1 ¥ 0 &7 & wief & ori 3 e
TH Y S N 8 21 gl & TEm B AT WeR 39 W @F & R 99
Yo T % v figer oo Tifgv |

T W9 # SUEWRIE WEISY, I€ HE diEdl § [P oW ¥ U0 WIHR
TN, % 7= Ry & gt &7 | I § O AT BEAd § | FHETE Uoq
weaT & | g8 B i@t nard) grged, IR oy sl R srenfy
AR fred Tt @) ¥ 37 Ue saw & e g gaeT € ok ) RV ART
WOR BARTG T a1 o W& & | afpd fod aeiy ot § Y9 fwm 3
e N IT & R & o9 W1 39 85 § 3T o 9 &7 BH T8 B Y @7
WHR A1E A SOY v & ol @) oRliE ot e & A &Y
AR 2 W N Y wHE v e & Anl ¥ &% @ ygEr ¥, S
AT B YEgHER AR FN W A Yo B WS F TS TA-HOTBR) roTiiy
Y 7 Pae uen F) qfer ST R & B |

waed, I ¥ e o o1 R v agm Ras aw Rex g ast
VT A g9 g8 § | 59 [N one e gu afb &t @ 7 &
wg g8 B Qe weR & v & e st sed ek et & aw
Twal g1 frerayR Y WM @1 R B T | ¥ seR W 98 W@
@R Rren ¢ Rraat sty smar smRafdl #Y ¢ 1 J=i 40 fFariier ¥
g & AR Red 50 wel § aga 9 B 9 R AP Rl ¥ §5 ek
WHR ¥ 76 W 9 T8 Ry | afF 3@ 3§ Y99 5T # Rib Ao & 78
oo IEINTONT & SRR, YR Y@ #sd iR e e Ryw & ams
&M W g¢ S9N uiteTe § amwn @) fwor Wit o # Q9 # e uRedw
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I ¢ SR g% WoR RS IO & gEes ) GHS € TUl 9 U BH BNl
¢ SuwTeNE wEGY, §9F @RV Bwe ¥ 0% v Swe &1 fmior gen @
IR $E WeR & A I 7B U1 R o | SuqHeRd #eed, § o
TGN R A Ye T B SRR B & e @ g | 96 9R goie 9
B TR N gl | g § SN 95d & Souid @9 9 TR g%
G FT A T, AR T BT AN D AR A DI AXH & 37 AR A
R IR 957 & R § | 99d U danE A oW ) A g9 97 s
WA A ¢ 39 oo § O wor A gd ¥ 39 #Fea ¥ i B
iRl B SR 91 R g e e efd & wE ek sad o amg
F | ¥ AN N 1 e I TRt @) wWe R aed § | o gga W
FE ¢ 5 W g7 & o S g € sufow § SuEn R § T oew @-ur
Aol S § ITHT Iookg BT AW | ARG, R B XS HT 17wy qon
TE.3. Y00 3T 40 Hftea ey YW d@iow & o & ofd R S 78 X
gl & ety & g Rod af § o9 R Sy o908 7 ¥ | e
e & o1 3 Wi a1 I O gR1 D e o @ ok SWd TRMe o
I A PR F F IEYs [ AR @ ¥ | IH THR 9 fsmigR-
IR O Ayl T ¥ aRaeE § Ff oy faege 99 1 Remgegt
Rredaso @ @ 3t o F iy S | g 3w amwe Ao B v Rt
T D T | O gl & 78 2, A per B ReragR I 6 & fow Rk 50
oG T IEfeT Y TR ¥ | 98 @ Rl o o & g o 7€ @
4 I ol 1 D b a8 O e g e | BIS qag O o) B @ TR |
et Rrerwrg gl & Fe-edd gR B, 99 @ 9Eg ERT @ gt
=fed foremt I8 fasare & v 6 7o ol # Yo v s e & gof & s |
FA! FBR | g 39T gl § R sEtT Y 8 &, S9F an A ot § e
TN | ool TOIN-ONGEYR AEEgel Yoy g & | g9@ wwg 235
franfier 2 3R I 128 @IS Yo MM F A ¢ R 241 T WA
fEaftre i frems svard &1 3 2 | Sud Rah vo axs F ufr & v & A
FO TE FX GHal B I A%T F9 v g@ AN | = wer @
fasyR-fRwgR Yo JgT & fIg 58 #Is 20 oY 9 WEi onTa & gwi uw
e P o N T T TN ISR VN AFER-AI,  HRA-FREER,
TR, W, RayR-e@ew # Wl o 151 3¥s 30 o
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TUY &1 WA T AP 14 P U smefed v = ¥ ) 39 gHR | O
R FEEE B T F R HE F FEEIS o 8N v g @) arma
s | uw § a9 g & Y9 deg & ure danE o g1 9 A & SR N X
#N A ot § He e g & 7 viee & W & ¥ oY # iR '\
FAMDT S IR HFdT A YT A 8 | W Ry ¢ b 9 3o S g@ R
F A TR O PT VAN 39 TRHER F R, IS0 & SR F R 9
Fo Rraraa 5y 3 €, dvom & 78 €, o e uRe 5 T €, 99 o
B T N S YN BNAN & G 6 amafed @) o § e € B SeT wwar
ST O AW &, Sa Vi & @ Pram | § v @ e ¥ aR O a9 @Y
T &R €M TR A9 F Ao uewe wiee & O @ ¥ Ra) ==
AH, For FEER T F I BN T | BTG &7 | Yo GAOD G BA &
f5v 0 I8t ) YT 7 P HRET T BE A AW FEi, gaEe qur gemsT
ooy o o AR Wt g &1 WY SRS B R B & g 9 o @
| swfere # ¥ #41 SN & orR¥y & R wehae § RaeR # o1% sRamm
THFATTH s aS T N I TN TR A A 13 D T8 & o & goa
g | & afde e 78 | v Arens s waw gt Q weeon g o
| T ¢ UTS TShA § HADdl g O IS AW o e g | i 38
IR ¥ TSaige HAC) § 9 A B o B R W Fe AW &
THH A G T e § O Y el 39@ W afE B &R gd Y AP
F faar it fem, w78 B W S B ], g8 I Feed W HAR
T & | AR Ry ¥ 5 9w 3 @ am welw a3 & o gt Prend we @
FAG AT ¢ | 36 gHR @ AR & $e-Hden g # @ R gad
¥ | = Tl § s S SREr AR & FREM BN ¥ BRYT 98
T TEE AR ST S Aol IS R wmesigm e | i@
AN dmaETFISH T o Mafm s S ga o | 59 I &
a1 ¥ ¥ R N B g 9urd T E !

DR. (SMT.) JOYASREE GOSWAMI MAHANTA (Assam): Sir, the
railway communication in Assam and the North-Eastern region is very poor.
We are to depend on roadways. Moreover, because of the price hike at
different times, it becomes all the more difficult for the poor State like

Assam and the North-East region. And in the North-Eastern region, it is
very difficult for us. First of all, I urge upon the hon. Railway Mnister to
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Ink up different areas through railways. In the hill districts of Assam, there
is no railway network. In Assam and the neighbouring States, there is no
railway connection with the rest of India. We are the worse sufferers i the
whole country. Secondly, we want that one express train from Delhi to
Guwahati and from Calcutta to Guwahati should run every day between
these cities.

So far as the question of employment is concerned, a few days ago,
m answer to one of the questions, the hon. Rallway Minister had stated that
the Railways have a national character. I agree with her on this point. I
appreciate it. But in the recent Railway Budget, it has not been shown lke
that. Many of our colleagues here will agree with me on this. A few
minutes back, the hon. Member, Shri Kailash Joshi, was also relating the
same story. Many hon. Members have appreciated the name of the Railway
Minister, that is, Ms. Mamata Banerjec. The meaning of 'Mamata' is
generosity. So, a helping hand should be extended to Assam and the
North-Eastern region.

I would like to make some suggestions to the hon. Railway Minister.
Some inter-city express trains throughout the State should be provided. It
is already there n different States but not in Assam. We have only two
such connections in Assam but they are in very poor shape. We should be
provided the inter-city express tzains for the following routes, that is,
Guw ahati-Tinsukhia, Guwahati-Dhubri, Guw ahati-Lakhimpur, Guw ahati-
Kazianga and Guw ahati-Tejpur.

Then I suggest that the question of giving 50 per cent rebate to the
retired teachers in railway tickets may be considered. Sir, this year is the
Swarna Jayanthi year of our independence. The freedom fighters and their
sons and daughters may be considered for fifty per cent rebate m the
raillway tickets.

Now, I come to the question of encroachment of the Railways land.
Illegal migrants all over Assam and the North-Eastern region are going to
encroach the Railway land. They have already encroached a huge area of
the Railway land in different districts. The Minisfer is requested to look into
the matter which is very urgent and which requires her intervention. The
situation has to be controlled and handled properly.

Sir, the problem of extremists is a very big problem in Assam and the
whole of the North-Eastern region. The Government has taken so many
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steps and this menace has almost been controlled. People are living in peace
m Assam now. But the extremists who are surrendering these days, are in
big fiumbers.

Only fifteen days or so ago a large group of 532 extremists
surrendered. Now and then different groups are surrendering. But they are
not employed properly and there is no scope for them to get employment in
Assam. If we are not giving them employment, they will return to their
previous profession. So, I request the Railway Minister to look into the
matter so that some of them can be employed in her Department.

SHRI SURESH A. KESWANI (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, for giving me time to speak on this very important issue.
While supporting this Bill and congratulating Mamataji for not hiking the
passenger fares in this Railway Budget, I must record here a note of
caution. I do understand that no hike in the passenger fare has been made
to protect the interests of the poorer sections of this country. As far as
they are concerned, it is the only lifeline. However, there are 60 lakh
employees in the railways. We have a huge responsibility towards’ this
human resource, which is employed there, and there is a very serious
question about the productivity of this human resource. I hope the
surreptitious hands of disinvestment, this new animal which has come into
our country, would not suddenly come and hit you from behind and your
Railways are also not being subjected to the same disinvestment, which will
throw 60 lakh employees out of their employment which is guaranteed by
you, time and again, in various fora. Madam, how do you rectify the
situation? You have been doing significant expansion by increasing the
number of passenger trains, particularly, fast trains everywhere. However,
I find that there is need to strike a balance between the fast passenger trains
and the goods trains, which carry cargo and goods from one location to
another. This balance is not there. As a result of this mismatch and the
resultant underutilisation of the rolling stock and the railway tracks, the
existing equipment and assets are used less than therr optimum use. I
would like you to kindly pay some attention to this area. You engage those
professionals whom you need to ensure that you are able to give a totally
new look to all your departments in the 21st century. The higher the
utilisation the lesser the cost and the lesser the problems. This will add to
your revenue very significantly because you have the resource constraints
which prevent you from making any significant investments that you want
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to make to get the kind of profit which you need to do away with passenger
fare hike. There is also a need to achieve synergy between other modes of
transport, particularly, air transport, sea transport and road transport. All
our railway stations have their goods yards which are century old.

We do not have a system whereby cargo can be moved in an efficient
manner. If you see the western world, you will find that the entire railway
system, the road system, the waterways, transportation in the air, are so
properly linked that all the assets, which are public assets, have been put to
maximum utilisation. So, in every segment, there is a much higher
profitability. Therefore, possibly, you will make sure that the commodities,
goods, and cargo which are moved by various containers, whether it is
petroleum products which move in liquid form, or, like LNG or CNG,
which is going to be the future requirement, are taken care of by the
Railways in a manner which is economically efficient. Madam, you just
said that you were going to make use of other properties and assets which
are available with the Railways, to augment your resources. So, that is the
source wherefrom you are going to fund all the expansion projects, or, all
the critical areas where you need to mvest money. It is much easier said
than done because these areas are in different States. Each State
Government has its own set of problems. Therefore, to bring them into
reality, you will have to find out.a way which would be acceptable to all
So, it becomes necessary for you to call some kind of an all-party meeting
of selected MPs, or, groups, who will discuss these issues, go back to the
State Governments and bring the kind of cooperation that you need; at the
same time, ensuring that your schemes are put into operation. Madam, the
next point that 1 want to make is regarding the technology. We are now in
an arca where the whole world is making use of science and technology for
mcreasing the speed of the trains and also making them cost-effective. If
we see Japan, the suburban railways which run there, the number of
passengers that they are believed to put through per hour is much higher
than the number of passengers that we are able to handle. In Japan, there is
a continuous upgradation of the railway system usihg latest technologies
which accelerate the speed, reduce the cost and also make sure that the
contribution per human beitig or of the dssets towards profitability is higher.
Germany has also achieved a record in enhancing the speed and ensuring
safety, which are very noteworthy. I would like to say that we must find
out the resources wherefrom we can get the benefit of these technologies
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as also the funds, which are available at a lower cost in the iternational
market. Japanese credit is available at reasonable interest rates. 1 would like
you to explore those possibilities because unless we step up the level of
investment in the Railways, we will not be able to achieve the need based
expansion in our raitway system. Madam, India has achieved significant
levels of expertise in railway engineering. Our country is known for its
capabilities in contracting, m doing jobs and I think we must make efforts to
ensure that railway exports, or export-related development of the Railways,
is done by a special department so that we are able to make sufficient
amount of profit even out of this activity.

Today this industry is a knowledge-based industry. India is already
known in the world market as a leader in this area. The Railways can
perhaps set up a separate division for bringing in innovative railway-related
software products particularly for signals, for total management or for
online booking or for computerized reservation systems. In these areas,
India would be able to contribute significantly if you have a specially
dedicated department for this purpose. There is another area which needs
special attention. You have to introduce some kind of a productivity audit
system so that you can continuously examine various sectors of the
Railways and find out the areas which can be used more profitably and you
can re-examine the cost benefit analysis of the existing apparatus. While
doing this the development and growth aspects of economically backward
areas should not be overlocked. You must make it sure that the Railways
are able to make those areas more growth-oriented for which the Railways
is meant because ultimately, you want to serve the poorest of the poor in
this country. Finally, mobility of goods, services and manpower must
ultimately lead to more efficient utilization of human and: material resources
and must generate additional wealth for this country. If you examine the
modern methods, I am sure, the Railways can add to the generation of more
wealth. With these words, 1 conclude. Thank you.

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
while participating in the debate on the Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill,
2000, at the outset, I would like to accuse the Government of step-motherly
treatment and discrimination against the departments of the Railways as
compared to other modes of transport m our country, particularly
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roadways. The Railways is an environment-friendly mode of transport. It -
is a fact that for the same quantity of transportation the Raiways would
require one-sixth quantity of diesel as compared to the diesel which is
required for road transport. It is a fact the waterways have been grossly
underutilized in our country and there is no coastal shipping or no other kind
of water transport prevailing in our country in the manner it is prevailing in
many Western countries. It is also a fact that for buikding the same length
of railway, one requires much less amount as compared to buidng the
same length of roadways in the country. The road sector has been provided
an amount of Rs. 54,000 crores by the Government of India, whereas the
Railways is starving for funds despite having tremendous potential to catch
the passenger market and freight market of our country. According to the
National Transport Policy of 1956, the policy direction at that point of time
was that 82 per cent of the traffic would be borne by the Railways and 18
per cent of the traffic by roadways. But the road lobby over the years has
become so strong that the entire thing has overturned. The Railways are
carrying only 20 per cent of the whole traffic of our country.

Sir, if you take the case of the U.S., they have the best modern
railways which no other country has got. And there are many other
alternative modes of transport like pipelines through which goods are
carried; there is water transport through shipping, etc. But, the railways'
share of the total freight traffic is 48 per cent which means that others are
not given that much importance, and the railways have been able to capture
the market. But, due to repeated hikes in freight rates and subsidies to road
lobbies, and due to an entrely mis-directed policy, the freight traffic
potential of our country has not been fully utilised by the Railways. We
have 300 million tonnes of amnnual coal production, but only 200 million
tonnes of coal is transported by railways; the remaining 100 million tonnes
are transport by roadways. We have another bulk item, namely, cement.
Out of 90 million tonnes of cement produced annually, only 60 million
tonnes are transported by railways, whereas the entire production could be
transported by the Railways themselves. We have' many other bulk items
like iron ore, steel and so on. I am not going into the details of all these
things. There are 10 million electric fans produced in the country, almost all
of which are transported through roadways. Ten million bicycles are
produced in the country, 20 lakhs air-conditioners and refrigerators are
produced in our country. There are many other items like automobiles and
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so on, all of which are transported by roadways because the railways do not
have adequate funds. Also, there is no policy direction. There is no
implementation of the National Transport Policy. Because of all these
things, the Railways, and, ultimately, the nation, is losing Rs.30,000 crores.
And, we have to spend foreign exchange for the import of diesel fuel which
1s required six times more for the roadways as compared to the railways.
On this account, we are losing foreign exchange to the tune of 5 billion
dollars, which could have been spent for the development of the Railways,
for the expansion of freight and passenger traffic, and for creating further
employment opportunities in a country like ours where unemployment is a
burning problem. Apart from this, ‘there is general misdirection in the
Railways and there is wastage of expenditure. Minister after Minister
comes. [ am sorry to say that the CAG and many other agencies have
passed remarks that they have wasted the funds of the Railways. There has
been an allegation against a Minister who tried to go in for
gauge-conversion; Rs.50,000 crores were spent on that. But the expert
opinion was that out of this amount, at least Rs.25,000 crores have been
wasted on this project. The Railways could have done without the gauge
conversion. In South Africa, in Queensland, m America and in many other
developed countries, there are metre-gauges, and in the metre-gauges, the
speed of the trains is not less than that in the broad-gauges. Even these
countries, which have a high level of rail traffic, both passenger and freight,
have not felt the need for gauge conversion. There are 24,000 miles of
railway- lines in Queensland, out of which 9,000 miles is metre-gauge. And
they never thought of converting the metre-gauges into broad-gauges. Even
mn countries like America and South Africa, this has not been attempted to.
But, here, in our country, we go in for gauge conversion. It is a wastage of
money. The same money could be diverted for other developmental works.
I remember there was a report that the Railway Minister of that period
thought of importing 1.5 million tonnes of rail tracks from abroad on the
excuse that our SAIL is not in a position to manufacture quality tracks.
What happened after that?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKAR KAUSHIK): Please

conclude.

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA: Sir, I am talking on a policy issue. I am
not demanding this line or that line. It is a policy issue which should have
been looked after by the Government since independence. While the SAIL
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is there, the Minister had thought of having a separate rail mill with a foreign
company. But, then, another Railway Minister came and he overruled that
decision; the import order was cancelled and he also rejected the proposal of
settmg up of a new rail mill

There were 17,000 thousand passes issued indiscriminately amongst
the people. There are many unviable projects that have been undertaken by
the Railways - projects about which the Planning Commission and many
experts have been saying that they will take, at least, forty years to complete
and even if they are implemented, they will, ultimately, be of no use to the
Railways because in forty years the Railways are not going to have any
return on the investment that they will have made. These are economically
unviable projects. With the present funding, emphasis could have been laid
somewhere else and there would have been immediate returns to the
Railways. But the Railways did not do it. Why? Because of gimmicks,
because of populism. When will the Railways give up all this and try to
capture, particularly, the entire freight market of our country? There is a
big freight market in our country. There are thirteen lakhs of trucks
operating in the country today. At the time of the ndependence, there were
not even a lakh of them and the Railways used to cater to the freight
requirement. This means there is a big freight market. Sir, every five
minutes, there are buses running between Delhi and Dehra Dun, between
Calcutta and different places, between Delhi and Chandigarh and so on.
So, there is a big passenger traffic market and, more particularly, there is a
big freight market, which the Railways have not utilised. [ am concluding
with an appeal. Government after Government has been neglecting it. Will
the hon. Minister reply as to why all these things are not being looked into
properly and whether a proper direction as per the National Transport Policy
of 1956 will be given to the Railways?

Iuaaend (sff weEaR ) @ TEE e sht Sdvesr MaRe
WU, oY AT AT YE B 30T 6 991 g &) §H W g5d W o &, anft
TE B I8 T §EP 98 FORMBHIH & | GO g1 ARG Il BT 1 Y
2, & fra 991 7@ 957?

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (west Bengal): Sir, I suggest that we finish
the discussion on the Railway Budget, even if it takes another hour or so.
Let us finish the discussion, including the hon. Minister's reply. Then, if
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we can take up the clarifications on the statement by the Defence Minister
by 7.00 or 7.20, it is okay. If we cannot do it, I suggest we shift it to
tomorrow.

W«(mwwm):mmmmwm:

sft weftw Ao (7EReg):  SuETEmE SR, 9 W oA ) @ uEe
smeeofig #3 ot @) aga-9gd g-gaIg 3 Wedl § RifP o gaw IR R §
Afgen ey Agwe o) 79t g8 N 3R § ondt wew & w0 oft o1 sifeies o @
g W AR A yeeh Afgen ggeR R g ¥ waerd g § YW 99,
Ig BM TR A TR A g% & 5w foe § awgae A 9w g olR
=T 3 =ed § b o 95w w97 R 9gT ot ogw SO &, & 59
W E ¥l 795 -y § e f s aigm B S s Aften Aer g
H T & O &7 & Afean A, A afker el o N w7 w1 Aawr ¥
& 1 FHf A9 39 Ay &Y AR W iR W o e RT3 A
ITaTILHdl Tl AT B G A @ I of N 2 @) wawen & & I®
gl W @ WY @ 959 3T W 8 WHar ¢l 9 o F amud ane Iw
WG @ € 59 A 8 K v Ry ok sorn T 5 esufy Rarstt @
Frg ¥ 9 pAufd R e 498 4 &, oet 9 figwm & gge TS o
T | ST Y g8 SR @ @ ud gorm B Aex A a1 e & 59 & fow
ST s 8 9 T & S o ga) B R 6 oW te @ ¥ W -3
o AR A goes & oM € A Bl @Y oft d87 A o A9 faeh | AfEemsd
Bl Hex T T B 916 S A7l TW TRE @) Javen B BT S 2
| 39 v &R e sraT § W 7 IRAE S 31 qavgear & | § e
e o & o §9 g & 3R oS forv ResRy wa &) =gawen X |

e, a9 Heg § HIURYE o e, g6 fAe K suet avgare & T
¥ IS TERTg @ i 7@ R +ft o g sy 99 Wt |l | a8t
faais ) 5 @) fdia smavTsa € | RIS S9ER MO Ud IJTBT B
frar & | U SUST IqEIeH WARE 4t 9ga s T g | ¥ W € Wy
AT I A W G 6 aw 3 e A saffhdy ) R, swe
A7 Y A T 1 G AW BURYE 1 8 T€ DN ? TH W LD
Z | #1992 V5 ¥ U WeA W g AT g T9 | ¥ gUic DI a6 HX GHY
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T IR ey G # @ @ g | O PR Sl off W IS @3 9, 32 @
TE HeU agd AT T A | IEH Tl N R D D, sndw ff TRe e F SR
IFEE o I I/ I g P R N F N AP onft 97 5w w® I
amel T A e ¥ | A g & R Y F A A o gEs sva RN @
d Taew § Wud wWiid 81 TfRY | I 9ud doIe @6 & deis wfd
B TRY | RifP 39 T H v e ot @) ST oY 7R fEe # a4
@ e & 9™ S e AT gEdR WUd Wt BY 6P, 99 I} 69>
...(aur) =i w9 T § o THa & d & Ul 98 g B R )
...(zaaum)

sft y@ dz Hon: Y@ ToEr # S ¢ a7 T T |

sft wefte wum=: oo # T o £, | IRk I W @ 9 @ e
AR B o Ta M F e Tl R > g E, g IR v € |
WA T § roraEht @ o @ o 7@ e A & TR | g & gon, i v
g, o 5 o T | Al g e @ W @ g T gd oo 5 g e
FT GRS DI & | T AT DR D) AT & | SUGHRE FAERY, TD
AR 71a ¢ .. (=aurs)

Jauaiegs (st wviey ) ol &7

sft wefte weme: @ s ok wEaR ¥ WA FEI Y0 RgwE F andt
WYEgE & D gar , g D AW E | 1928 F I F sAfR MBI
F goITd g8 | Yo ¥ safRrde & o 9 yoend B & I e § .
Fofdgs Hic got 5 o o | D . A W werdt ot we § 7€ Fa
o™ @ fF T Ae R M el O w1 A gerht | wet w9 anew ek
M AF T F TN | e Rege™ # we wE ¢ WD sofRefee e & T
Afpa ot | I B YHoma gE N, Hag ¥ I g 9%, 498 q o fNe
5 A B TG F off T S D I F IR O T ¥ ww R g D
I ¢ Af%T I% Fled & 5 T o@ T DA I o AbIR FaW w9
oY AU &, I6S AR 98 FYar Ry & | o@ ¢ A A 7e iR & | R ot 7
> o o & [/ I o1 R Rar A A1 At 3w 9 gorl @ I
2 ¥ @) R ¢, S Agihaer @ 98 o Ry 3| ey @iy Wi )
¥ G A W T W@ & 6N T8 W W WE P e Ao gonr & | w3
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ot & 39 vy R I a3, 36T F TR FoR | 919 B S 9 q97 Yo
S & ARHIRAT | a1 B W G gl & g7 oo = Yo ax RA g |
AP THF fog & wrgem fbar & S Wewe Y 3T g1 U god § 5 9 @
F7 o & N Al 9% I8 A, R 31 @ W B T § oWy Q©1 A
M i AHImmesEr Famm w iR | =
iy @Ee @ 3 g § 99 w® @9 Poly &0 oY smavwe € | 9
e R sEmEE @1 R A @ fier @ amavTear & O ' W wiee gad
o AR € |

wRamaE e d ...
mmwnr(aﬂmhmaﬂﬁm):w.amwaﬁ |
shudfmaam: v S s @ g |

T AE@YU 9 I% & 5 9T & o ardt pemr H U %1 WYH I
P! W= ¢ o e T B W 2 ¥ s w@rE aRar € | afde g
I wEY A P ae W S T o R SR gudt W Rorar ) §
IMUF & F A e g o & ¢ 9@ ol Heg & wAs o oy uge
IR S5 37/ A 9K ¢ R T8 W oo R 7 B @ g §) o wET W
TeT & % Ja8 & I} WS 3R HeE @ daw g 9@ agd Suet onfl & AR
W UIFy AET S € 39S BRI I &fh® B9 & T ¥ U Fer F AN
TENEE oM T A W A TE & | W & T ¥ B W 9gd 99
ARG ¥ et Suer & | A9 Ry e & Ry wearor ¥ W) orTe @relt § iR
Rasmaaucfias i SierR A Mg R g &
1 ITB AY S RS A gRwr N ? gre Yo wE a9 @d @
Gl T o ¥ BT YA HRIRYE 97 gRwm S Iw R |

IR # v& TeaYYl a0 FEPY H HR I |
Suavreaas (st Areiet i) 39 ey W HRY |

st wefte wuma: STawE SN, o AEEqYl 99 g8 € R YEd e
HISTRe ST & | @ YOS 19 AU HIY FRIGH g9 © A I8 WA G o
wer €, et @ o1 aRdReE € W 3 oft & a1 e dee § 5
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Y G IS, 98 S Ahad & Y THh e Ao anil & fHw S e
¥ W ¢ 9% T B g & Wy wwd e 9 v s afdel & e
X T8 IR | e ReR WY ¥ ued W TR o™ B ¥ IO
FSRITATO & TR | HERTE TSR 3 4ag # sSEI o€ B oK T F W
IS O F T YE & T8 | ST I §HY IdT &7 e T8 gen |
T F1 - Pl 78 8N & SR o Yol v sfe § v Agwyel
W TEdl & F4if |99 9§ usel! $F 49 @ 9« a2 31 § v oft | g Ayl
M B F ISR S0 I RIF F FR IO T gory Far ok sw@m
A AT BT B T IS G B | IS IO A VAT B -9 A A o
N o TN W R g U oRfRfY F 3l S @ g
I Fad A AR | ¥ Repedie o1 ot 79 wae &, Qe Repede o
¥ Repeic @1 @ T 79 RAwa 3§ 0 amu |0 @ R 5 gail @) = e
9T B T B I F aReRA F A @ aret e ) wod w oS
WTE I B @ ¥ 59 v W oY uad W, 98 95 IR | Y9 A
SRCTEI B T & A A Y9 I ¥ 5 90w Wy 9 R 2w
F 8 § N W SRR N WS TEW & R § g A gy e a9 |
HEIEH, AU Y s B 9 oA, §9d oY MUt 980 98 e aIg |

Iqawrens (sh v v PHE): T o B ¥ ww B e o g
e % [ a8 Agit 9@ &, AT ITOig o ST BT SR STAT &, e
UHST &, I8 § BT Y& § UG TN I TEW 7 v |

sft wolflg W fag (RER) © Suwew #@Icw, o ¥ 9 & o
FawR fRar, 9 g ¥ aod gl MR o wRar € R W & w9
2000-2001 & fog < Y@d faftdrT e o v 7o &, 99 w" Y § @@=
g g | 7eY, e & v A v [Oes gea oS Arem ¥ A
A ARG BT S AW | ASEY, AW R ¥ A Yo @ gadh Hor gon 7. e
g ¢ iR YR Vo wEails E@ed 2, HAvad amtugenH ) B of
TS FrFEeRE @ W Rw § F 9n F oy o Rsawiaar srm
HT ATTIIS Bl & | *fFa o R Y@ Y frawiaa fRA-aiifes wed
o @ &, S F A @ T TR Wl I YR B v ® @ wre gers @,
S Al # ST Yo @Y fRsaaiia v @ ¥ anw B A ot el wem
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W WAR T E O SHB) I€ TN €} O 6 SwS) e we #Y ArAr 20 HE F
o A I 28 w2 A g Erftl o R aR A W g & g W
5y S @ @ g% B & 9] 3ED) GO B B RS A8 &, 9% WA pai
Qo B} MEY B W | dfe e wRe § 3R gRdn vaew WM W uge W)
T @ g i oy & 98 10 R & wmw 20 R A ugdm W vw W ¥
U | g A W ARG Y9 @Y Rsaweigar e 3@ & ek ww
fsgafiae ) W Se omwEE 2, IR SN WA R # @ wrw 2
#eeY, faaflad v &1 wa & 991 IR § 5 9T & ARG eiR
FHRA & Pdmal @ B w8 ¥ AW @ 3 R
FreiRa <& & | vl 9 ¥ e 9t | 7 we @ e wN) o ¥ gE g
R #Y F9 @ FEd "R &1 o FeR) € 98 9@ e S R et |
S M B BT T 0@ T A R I D A Aw & IR o o 7
T 99} WG B TR TE § | THS! GACS R | R UF IR T A 39
sl & da Rrerl fuiRa a3 9kt W 9 & i o o v
Y, & IR TR B I B S 7 RiRifde s ity o s o QR
& qrEaT g Hadt £

AEEY, A ARGT ¥ B G GRET AR Jwd) v aifdena o &) 9E
I 9 o W 9edl € O 98 W o Wl €, oied ofd wmar § R m-em
TR T W1 ¥ SED! A T8 B $Ha I@D) ¢ ¥ T & weeh), sFd |
e, SHST WA AN I W @ ¥ F Ae-Aw T ot a9 a
GEeT & SIeE 7EeE, el Yo & fore Ren oiR Q) vy 9@ W 1
TR AT ¥ § BYE B & WY, Fe & S Q) I A3, 37 far, W b
R yeReN) U6 &u # @8 o7 & & I @I cugven &1 Awen €, I8 B
Heorge ¥ WEIGY, 96 1Y A W WK Bl § A a8 HW 9% W gaR TE
tfF R G W SR RTAREE, TMRUIwB R Ed
B oy o ¥ 9@ Y@ 2| 97 Iw AeeR g € fF A RdE e W w9 @
£ IR SHS 9IM W @ Geen @) RS AR I B o wfde, aE AR
T W g IR Iud! g9 RDrdardt & 78 Wi 9ty | et awIear §9 @ 3
T 5 I eaE B 3 S S § SUST Wl FET § SHe 9o o IR
ot e 31 f gEd srEiE & aiw ST W
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¥ REr @ o g R AW i & B RER @Y go Aol & IR A
ARG 3N TEET P AP F6 |

Suawieme (3f w1 v o) : o wara @Y |

sft wohia o= fae: o b oe fee &1 wdeg, fRER 97e & wer gan
g ¥ AR Al W R B W U e R € S 9 R A
fER W ol o gEER R T SW F I T T@ W § S 3o RiEd
feR & &k &Y oft 1 e amen & T # I A v SRl €

sf wa B naw : Sy weey, Rewd § W S @ geE g
3R & afict W T DA e A ool A T R Gl A TR |
! wRem o 3T ARh, S9GT STHIE, SAHT WHUY AR IS PHdc A€ T
2@ §Y UE g A A I8 ¢ 5 OE W o) 9 R 39 A & 59 N _
TEH S A B SR 9 g% ¥I TW TN W TIRRR A FIReR
Peoll B foram &1 w8 | TER A7 IEH AR R W@ T, I Wd A Femaw iR
TR & AR APH N W E T ISR Feo B I+ $ Y X e W
W g Dar w=en & A AR F IR diwen & R W Bt e s)e B 2
Ul A0 goa 1 & 5 m Rgw™ I 3R ¥ $o & B 9F "% BoreR
g e By g | ol e da & e 9eel < Ra Ie U@ < aes
o $ foe & g A B, SEe o Sord, I "Imeh el O @ vaareh
B FE WY o GO A el 31 e @RE ¥ B Y 99 @G 0| A B
RATENRQVAETIN AT T & 700 @ @ T B R aed A
& A W GERT A T 9gd 991 W9 R o ot @ vl v @
St

e [Fd I8 ¢ 6w oft 0o R oy Y9 Y g1 4 doww, 9fe amm
wgd Tl €, Wrflud, AEe, e ol RYmEE B o e wEE o 2,
79 U W YEH} EY | g EWR o1 gEe-gEE 39 et W o o §
forg FRw I RrTe § ardl TR T O & A& 9 weg o @ 1 Y Yo
el & IR o 7o €, IRW N FO-FIRGS Vo T W I R ¥ el
& W R{REA I 89 € J pE-aRde § 9@ u ¥ | gufen o AmeEEl o9
F 3H R FS-IDC T a8 W IO GRT AR 78 R RN S s SR
fr &1 Y reH R N 9 T o1 9 |
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39 TP A 99 I ¥ | #AAEE, o Rl 33 Bt 0w a9 R i
S oSt g RN ) T't el | sty o &3 & fAwivr &1 aen
AR g8 AT o | 59 sRaom @1 Wiua, Jeae, TeTE IR BNEER R
g1 391 W miEe far man |

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Mr. Gautam, just one
second.

1 would like to draw the attention of the Chairman and the House to
a procedural matter.

Sir, we decided that today we should complete the Appropriation
(Railways) Bill. My respectful submission to you, and, through you, to the
Government would be this. Let us decide right now by what time we
should complete the Appropriation (Railways) Bill because we are behind
schedule. Members should speak and express their views. But, at the same
time, we shall have to keep in view that some Government Business ought
to be transacted. If we do not transact the Government Business, it would
be extremely difficult. Therefore, my most respectful submission would be
this. It is already 6-30 p.m. now. By 7-30 p.m., kt the Minister complete
her reply so that we can dispose of one Government Business today before
we go home.  Otherwise, it will be extremely difficult. 1 make this
submission to the House.

sugyrens (30 v e Bf¥E): onfl weT I o Ut wEwiy e Y
2. 99 & qafe 39 e @ 7 99 9% SN S € AR AR IAfTsie
I RTHS W Forbdad oo & v @ o ¢ 1 & 7 991 0 3z vy
FHE 8 SIe |

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: If it is over by 7-00 p.m., I will be too
happy.

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS

(SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL): There are a few Members-yet to speak.
Let them fmnish. Then, the Minister will reply.

2ft 9y g ntaw : #8ey, § iR # enfle &= @1 o1 iy BRamon & IR
7t 7 @1 § 3 Soow e ok SR R F WYY, FANTE, AR,
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miTaETE, #36 IR FowrETR R 1 579 @ feww 3w A wfdd e A 1 3
AR fren Fsaacd € oiR geceR @t Breax A i e e &Y e #iR
focch & g7 Yd 3T R fRya S W B ge € | I 9 A SR g
o ol &, AT gl g7 & 5 geieTeR & g ot 9o A @) daes W e
T Reclt & o913 30 a5 ¢ | A8y, YOy ) OR A § | FeR- |
g™ @& w9 9 g9 Wi Wk wie /R § Rd &, Fawe figwam A
R & 9T gERTe] e ¥ waral g 4er BRar §, Aex-3 RBgw A uoe &
I WY | Sl I & Rl wwrE s & | ve i @ Q- iR R
I & 2, fFT a8 IS 0@ ¥ g | 7E 9l & | A ¥erd FA O | el
2 fF arTel 9 T 31U FIE WG B 1 AT B b gAave B el iR
TETS VA6 T 3R 9 7F 7 T WIS, Foll SeH A FYS B gu e
B ARSI I &, FAfed 0 o Goll I IR a7 ol €, 3
FARSD o T T |

I & 59 RAYws 1 ¥ wued e §

PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, because of the
shortage of time, I would like to bring only one or two points to the notice
of the hon. Railway Minister.

Sir, Kanyakumari was linked to the national railway network only in
the year 1979. Even after that the railway infrastructural facilities in the
Kanyakumari region have not developed on expected hnes. Still there is
inadequate infrastructure to handle more tams to and from Kanyakumari or
Nagarcoil This point has been highlighted agam and again by me and by
my other colleagues at various fora. Finaly Rs. 4.72 crores were sanctioned
agamst the demand of Rs. 7.72 crores for improving the railway facilities at
Nagarcoil To improve the railway lines a tender was called for in
December 1999. The tender was opened on 24th January, 2000, but till
now no final decision over it has been taken. As a result no work has becn
undertaken. I would request the hon. Mmister to find out the cause of the
delay and ensure that the work on it is started without any further delay.

To ensure starting of more trains in addition to the existing ones, it is
very essential to augment the mechanical facilities and strengthen the traffic
network. This aspect till now has been neglected. I, therefore, request the
hon. Minister to concentrate on this aspect.
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While going through the Budget provisions for the last three years, |
notice that while the Budget estimates are announced, the sanctioned
amount has always been inadequate even to start the work. For example,
on the Bangalore. Satvamangalam line, Rs. 225 crores was shown as Budget
estimate during the vear 1997, but the actual expenditure till now is only Rs.
2/- crores. The provision for this year is only Rs. 10 lakhs, which is just a
‘token amount, not enough even to start the work. That means the work is
not going to be taken up m the near future.

Similarly, for Tirumallal-Velachari Phase-I1, Rs. 732.62 crores were
allotted, but only Rs.176 crores were spent. For Kurur-Salem project, Rs.
225 crores were allocated, but only Rs. 35.18 crores have been spent on it
till now. For the year 2000-01, only Rs.10 crores have been provided,
leaving a balance:.of Rs. 180 crores. This would not take us anywhere near
starting the work.

For the Trichi-Manamadurai:project, the Budget provision for this year
is Rs.175 crores and -only Rs.7/-crores have been spent till now. Similarly
for the Kurur-Salem broad-gauge mew toute, it was projected to have land
acquisition work in three districts during 1997 at an estimated cost of
Rs.136 crores. This amount escdlated to Rs. 156 crores. This year's
allotment for the project is Rs. 50 crores only. This type of slackness while
allocating the funds and then draggimg the feet would not lead us mear the
achievement of our goal I will finish within two or three minutes. That is
why I am rushing. Even then, I want to bring to the notice of the hon.
Mimister one practice that is prevalent in Japan. [ have read this matter in
one journal from Japan. There, an express train reached its destination half
an hour late. At that time, an announcement was made there that we regret
to inform the passengers that this express train is late by 30 mintues and
we treat it not as an express train but an ordmary train. Seo, the extra fare
collected for the express train s refundable. You can collect the excess
amount within one week at any railway counter of that region. That is the
achievement made in other countries, and the tune of working is exhibited
by this gesture. When will we come up to this mark? I am from
Kanyakumari. From Kanyakumari to Chennai, which is our State capital, we
have to travel for 16 hours, covering over 700 kms. We start from there at
3.20 or 4 o' clock and we reach only the next day at eight o' clock. That
too is not sure whether we will reach by eight o'clock or not. If we reach
by eight o' clock, that is our good fortune. Mostly, we are delayed. So, this
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kind of delav should be avoided, and if that delay is maintamed, that traun
has to be treated as an ordinary train, NOt an express Or SUpEr-express
train. So, I request the hon. Minister, who 1s very energetic and voung. 1o
look into all these matters to improve the punctualty of trams. If some
infrastructural facilities have to be provided immediately, and if the sources
have to be found out, we will all cooperate with you. With these words, 1
conclude.

I will finish within two or three minutes. That is why I am rushing.
Even then, | want to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister one practice
that is prevalent n Japan. I have read this matter n one journal from Japan.
There, an express train reached its destination half an hour late. At that
time, an announcement was made there that "we regret to ‘inform the
passengers that this express tramn is late by 30 minutes and we treat it not as
an express train but an ordinary train. So, the extra fare collected for the
express train is refundable. You can collect the excess amount within one
week at any railway counter of that region." That is the achievement made
in other countries, and the tunc of working is exhibited by this gesture.
When will we come up to this mark? I am from Kanyakumari From
Kanyakumari to Chennai, which is our State capital, we have to travel for 16
hours, covering over 700 kms. We start from there at 3.20 or 4 o' clock
and we reach only the next day at eight o' clock. That too i1s not sure
whether we will reach by eight o'clock or not. If we reach by eight o
clock, that is our good fortune. Mostly, we are delayed. So, this kind of
delay should be avoided, and if that delay i1s mamtamned, that train has to be
treated as an ordinary train, not an express or super-express tramn. So, I
request the hon. Minister, who is very energetic and young, to look into all
these matters to improve-the punctuality of trams. If some infrastructural
facilities have to be provided immediately, and if the sources have to be
found out, we will all cooperate with you. With these words, 1 conclude.

aft IR, W (SR WY : gaE IUTITEE AR | ARG, Yol
Pfrer s mwk s A AR @ A s A A gguamm & @y b
goe A AW B YEd gY W IEM S @1 @ v & F e € fb
gl iy & off el Y9y § € 49 O OR oEeRal @Y w8 €
I IS IR & e BiE wWe A 8 Tl oY FHEe 7R oR: 9@
AT TS A R, PE T A R A N A v A gy g 21 3w
TR & ST IS § o oMU feurdie § € ¥ B @E) gEars a8 B
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R T TER-SER WCH IS T S@T aHal ey § W @) ot € Sl &
sofere I gAars & fog o | A9 @9 aike Rrad Y0d sdaRal @t
GAard B @R § O IR S, STt & ada & 99 ey e A
FST 3 Bt 1 SN AT T @ uder § deq €, F o oM @ 9§,
A IThT argel # e DR QA Sar T ok T 9 SR & yHe T8 w9
21 V) O O &9 €, I 98T ol BT ¥, 3§ 9IS ao Al ong &, Afed
STH! GAars el Bl v 9 wHed € 5 Rmd $Hive BR deges aRe S
e ¢TI 9gd ATBT §, O YA HHNE I T 9% 957 Irwor & AR F awi
S €, I8 | SR W PN T AT T SHF gFoe qa Bl & K
AT 73 o € 98 T a6 5 39 ver & of SsRen € 9
TeE Bt Aty | ST S Weewd & 9! gAarg & fag faew e fawn
| STl d5 dees BT AT R Ford A1 o devord ¥, R AR # gER
[l W wET o b O AT AR R & for W € A wRe & 9Wg W ..
I T AT TP WA TR PO B SIS RIl ® ) fE g
Y T ¥ B FaRm 3 MW A ft 39 ok o A e ¥ 9 IR A
St # ! 9 O 99 q ST S ) el - O Ui @ 9 8K QIR 3 aHH
o 7 g & | HA O & UR SRy ) Sl Hised & - awe R uE & &
ST UiRe R @ € - g 2 5 Ay & o s o werr &t o
€ &, SHDI WEl T8 wHH ¢ &, gl 9wt kg eR W@ & | = 9 B,
feR &, TR 79 &, FACH 8 - & UEd ¢ 5 O TR QW B AN E, o
R & WS &, 98 g drlt & fow o o 31 e & fow 7R 3ed &
QAR B =Ry, S@! IH-TH & fog gfeud & gl | gud afales ¥ =
T 5 3 o3 2w A Uo Twmew gRw ft O wfRe afy o |rr e 2w |
FTEIR § APY B AN Tb O b, et § b g ufeH T@ o1 65 |
st & o ¥ gz N T AEd § o YREew 8 ¥ - Yo F e
e w8 &, Yol SR T8 &, Ve A8 &, O fRfy F 1 eeRe
Tfes # T o £ o a7 Reed 81 €, STt @ S @ ol @ ofe
S o7 oRd e g €, 59 Anll ) a1 St SR ¥ | W s a9
& YRiISE gon o | gEl drll @) s SO g 5 Se Ue |eRv s
# oot R man 3R HedT 1P, e Reng o) &z a1 |, a8 <& | A F
5o, o 37 W A Jio gorm | § =rEa € 5 Yo @ o g e dgad
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T R R X A BT - o A Rordwm 78 &% U §, < e & At an
g & AfFT R N g7 anud 48RS A1 € - They should get some help from
the Railway Department. It is my humble request to the Railway Minister.
et 9% Afdwe gRud € @1 g d FAfigegaeE offe W gfaire #1 o
Yo ARt &, I AT A off 3 FIEY W ¥ | 39 ey ¥ R g @
Fe & & o seffaengeeE & e 8, o shalfe Rem i o, w@rey
%, GOR o A1 ot W e # Y@ ARy | Yol wen § Rk maee
FEAD IR AR @ 1 ¥ FEd § - 9 v & e
1 8 &, dregee a1 IR degee TR & 9
[euwarega (sf o getl) dori= gv]

B €, R U9 B £ - Y IR T B AN, ta D). Qde ot
gfaen €1 o g8 W W gHF el &, S § a8 a1 W | 39 B § w9
& get @ uw o & Y Ry § 9 fifeew omit @ 1SNew @ gor f 98
Ted & f5 &R gt 24 € o) wfdw RN o A & wHd | A S ewEH
A @ €, Nis . o1 ASA AT &, I8 SHD! BIes BNAl & | Why should only
the P & T? Why should not the Railways? Y&1d WiaIg€ &Y, Yaid Ut .31, s @
P g B - Ig § BN Aew § | OF 9% 9] B AT BT HAA &, S W
Y I @Y @l Y weE & | ag o g I frew @ 3 5 e per 9
IGHT gATT YfiwenRd A a1 v s Wiy & fow o 1§ argan g
& S uge Irgfa oY &iR wreonfy ®! R o €, T8 Ragg v 7@ A
WY | g W8 W) 399 B fog md €, 98 o @ P 9 2 3 vl & Ay
THaaIR Y pem arn g A A Al & O E BRI e g & R
grarg 78 B @ ¥ | o 7o dsges vRE & AT &, 3 vare PR &1 § s
B g 5 3 Adiea 3o e & A Qv WG d IR F O g
TN SR T FE AT - HoR HRW F g wemer o sy 9 we g
TareT Yot e gond o Gadt € | XA $ pAcHe ARl fEl iR ey o,
Roef® &8 w gaw @} | 599 quast oft o\ ' Wt w1 R ey g
TIqTE |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI):  Shrimati
Bimba Raikar. Please be very brief.
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Vice-Chairman, originally it was
stated that it would go up to 7 o'clock. I don't come in her way. Let her
speak. ...(Interruptions).... 1 am not coming in her way. Let her complete.
But please see to it that it is completed by 7 o'clock and the Minister replies.
Otherwise, it will look odd that Members are speaking and leaving the
House. When the Minister replies, there should be, at least, the minanum
number of persons in the House. This is my request.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): I have the
names of four or five speakers before me. F request the Members to be
brief, or, I will request the leaders to short- list them.

SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR (Karnataka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, |
would like to bring to the notice of our hon. Railway Minister a few aspects
regarding the Karnataka Express. Madam, the Karnataka Express runs from
Delhi to Bangalore and from Bangalore to Delhi.  The distance is more than
2000 miles. It is nearly a 42 hours journey. But I am sorry to say that the:
food supplied in the train is so bad that it is unable for me to express. As a
housewife, I would like to give a certificate to those people who prepare this
kind of tasteless food. Generally, a certificate is given to persons who
prepare tasty food. As you know, the Karnataka people are very fond of
eating tasty or good food. So, I would suggest that the food which is
supplied in the Karnataka Express should be of good quality, keeping in view
the taste of the Karnataka people. The breakfast which is served is also not
good. And what is it? It is only suji boiled in water with two pieces of
chilly. It cannot be called Upma. In the breakfast, puris are also served,
but nobody eats those puris and everybody throws out the packets. It
would be better if instead of puri, sufficient rice with a good sambar and a
little of pickle is served. Then the Karnataka people will feel happy.

AN HON. MEMBER: Madam, you are thinking only about the
Karnataka people; you should also think about rest of the people.

SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR: Besides, the non-vegetarian food which
is supplied in the Karnataka Express is so bad that it would be better if it is
stopped completely. 1 would also like to say that the canteens and the
kitchens are so unhygienic that we do not lke to take food from the
Railways. ’

Now, Madam, my next point is regarding medical facilities. Medical
facility is a must on the trains. There could be a pregnant woman or a heart
patient travelling by train. I request that a doctor or a para-medical nurse
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must be there to provide immediate help, otherwise it would be very
difficult for such people to travel such a long distance. I would also like to
point out that, nowadays, beggars and vendors have become a nuisance
in the trains. I am not speaking about the Rajdhani Express, but I am
speakmg of an ordinary tram. | am a newly-elected MP. I have not travelled
by the Rajdhani Express. I have always travelled by an ordinary train. 1
can understand the poverty problem and we cannot say that there should be
no beggars. But begging has become a profession in the trains. Please put
a stop to this problem. When the train is running continuously for 42 hours,
I feel that at least once or twice, cleaning of the railway compartments or of
the toilets should be done;, otherwise it becomes very difficult. The last
thing that I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Railway Minister is
regarding TTEs. Actually, an auction of berth takes place in the Railways.
Whenever we require a berth, we have to shell out at least Rs.200/- or
Rs.300/- to get a berth; otherwise, they say that berths are not available.
And even if the berths are available, they are sold like that. So, keeping all
these things in your mind, , I hope, as a woman, you will give special
attention to these aspects. Thank you.

‘Pl arga el (W9 wd o) - Jued aee, ot e w
FHTE! AR TR T B @1 2 | 9gd I AW vic 9¥ fha g A9 W |
TR RRAMN TNV AL TG A T SRk I T & | TE R D
B THNE B T DI WE, A S & D AWE Giedl & | IR W AW FQ
TR @ A A#RTE 96 ugTaT & R ST A wea F @@ ¥ | gl @
TEHR § Yed 73N oft Y qaReEg o e § [ S 991 & o guie uw
frar & | o0 e ok A3, orey @ Y, o 9 1 W’ &1 9 & |
AfH T 9RO & 9 FoIe ST @ A &9 qae w7 6 S aoe R mar #
S N el duy e afs A SRR A T A Fem N ST 9 | AT 39
Rrafiel 3 i F 957 FETt € ol R Egy Awarie ¥ sufig g9 TOR
¥ g IR HRA §, FHA O B TR ¢

"BH & §9H B ugEE 8, 2RAQ MR BT aER Q-

Sl 9 § H¥ge HHM THA 991 @ S-SR 3 Rured @ ¥ad )

SH-HER P Rama § e 7 S8 ues! Ramead a7 ¢ ofde 99 usr)

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version of the
Debate.
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Rearea o1 2w & WR wisY 3 Rod vaw e § B wer 3 ORaEd wm
T8 2| e ¥ ug & IR o, i e Y Ag A v - § $ad
B oz | wE T 6ol 4 i 78 # < R gavd IR W d Ea B 9%
AR 9IRe # @ A8 95 | B SHS FHEA A R 6 S BT BH-T TR A
foran mar| A<l U @ A T AP T@ wra | ag A 99 B e A
T g §? TP JAE WY giaue & ol § wce @ 3R @
H G 957 ATST Hotae e o1 F R ¥ 39T 12000 FRIT IU } w4
BT IGE B | TH W BW LS g3, 39D § e FHar g b a1 €
B 5 o9 g M FEee A PE gl A AgHeeHadd FER § o o <)
s Tl & @l B W $B I dud |

el o e @1 dleg® ©§ 98 R oD W BE AEM BTl 5 &
gl ¥t TEdl ® | & qu HAl 4 gl o e d & fag ¥ Sy, seie A9
5y afd ome q@ a™ T & a1 | 36 R § o aRfw $) s ok &
A AR @ 7w Retee 3o IR & 81 iR o 1 v w8ivd S gsd
| 35T & TP EFAT UE 89 &WF € b Wl e gawdd € Se) e,
TR & AT 987 IR vIRdied faw o € AT SR %1 wERee g9 O
H Brs R mn & | 3 TIm R =1 w1 @ €7 TR g8 W-3fEae digere
B TN A A B @ | AR 7 SR B W vawwle el €1 A
R TEY G TEIRY FHT 6 WE G O € T e 36 e & €
fa goma JEadt & s wEd € | ‘

STEl T YoId BT Aed ¢ AT ¥ IAN A1 Ugd 3| O & o A o
Y SIAR TH I DI B Lo g3 o1 | IF & bl 1 A1 f g 9rdd $ e
T8 qHWS B S URg AT 9 9T TOR 9 & 915 A R gw frdiieR
1 &8 N & 4 &1 U B | R BYY B} WS TE WAR 8 A 3 RTIBRA
¥ fog & &) AR | V8l 9@ T9 Il T @1 dleefd § O awh B WEM HAL
I G & Yed HA A 2500 FRS FUY BT AT O S A AP IRFN TP
P ¥eA w3 P faw uw fEw | 99 I® & QA9 wuE w3 (Y SR
T aorETd, IR TEN B &R B 91d I7 & fF oSt 9% U ®eA W S9
wR T8 Sorn | W E-3fean wRt € 9 o & § 5, SRew anuds wue
¥ & TR o g ¥ AfFT e wed it T Sorn T, a1 e g

304



[3 MAY, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

7.00 PM

ﬁgm?lzwﬁmmmw’ﬂv’n W AdRed 8w Afet € 9 o9 s
T 98 T @ 8 ARRER WEY & O e B N &, g8 & SRae 9%
fAfrey vrew wee N 9 9 | g8 Rgee M g3 R ww P fomn
T & FRNUS ¥ ABT IRAE TF AR FEGR | dBY B d@ PT HowS
| 2000 % & qHwI oX &1 | A JmAd @) 9 I8 & ¥ a8l ey @
o oW gw T8 @ IR 7 & 79 W F B¢ o) o SoN M) FEE
o ¥ IS ¥g TR B AR SEesel & SEl a WIeER @A@Y
S W SHe § TN @ dleqe § 9o Rl urd st 3 ot §g 98 avde
AR T off iR § o g off o8 & g8l W A 1 Wi @1 'R g
o1 SN a8 g @ 6 R $7 B au & R gfReen R dade @
@ ¥ | gg v ot i @ S SO ¥ f gRee o &1 § Reb
T e ORY B FET AR a8 4F € b 39 g o o § 98 eeIR &
e s dfefRed R aERareid Be &1 &t W % @ ¢ 7% wR 9w
a@maiuﬁwmsﬁﬁ%mmﬁ%mmaﬁmﬂ*m
& & | # ¥% quT AT WOl PR W AR & evi-el o ol & ol
T 7% R ger @y § o A w A R ¥ | ey e W
I & B W YA AT A M IR OR] § SHTR-ARIH TP Ik e Bt
o dfaRsel N g5 991 BT B | g8 W S 80 WA HEART @nT §
@t wfar @ Wt IR W gaEwge F3a1 ¢ R S ot 5
# PR B &, 59 39T AT P a9} J 80 Bl AT o swwR & v
wre-gure Y € 3 | B A 1Y WSB! 9 IR e AR ¥ dwe
el fgwar ¥ S wee gF aferar €, T a1 € | gel W) oF e WA &
IR AR o & R F W T A Y o IR R oaERam ek
TRHURFRI o W | Reg U T B W b S9! U RGBT RFHEET
Hea & o ST gEHR § AR HAY Ao TR B 99 IR 99 91 & |
IR g8 X g B o W qwl @) A dewh & qRww Swd S eE I |
TN 98 @ $o3 TRl 7% ford wrel @Y Aoy et @R W FIR Al TR
TEF WX €, IR & T o Fear| 98t W IR W TE A ar @
PR T I W Ao Bl & Sl @ Ry w6 & o Ree mm
H#EY A, oo 47§ T8 & A g @B €, on ® o ver amg #
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Suwdead (sf gya udid): Rfle w1 oRv 78 9@ g 9 a) &«
b Tl
Rrorf arsgel wfie: R T ¥ wenama g %
R Ty w7 Bre &9 7 & o,

f& it & W 7 9 3R TEER g |

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (Maharashtra): Sir, because of the constrant of
time, I don't want to make a speech. I will put my suggestions in the form
of demands. But, as a matter of courtesy, I would first congratulate the
Railway Mmister, Ms. Mamta Banerjee, that in the history of our
independence, she is the first woman heading the Ministry of Railways. I
can say that this I3 the first time that a lady Minister has presented the

Railway Budget m both Houses of Parliament. I do believe in the

philosophy which recognises the dignity of women. 1, personally, feel that

1t is my bounden duty to congratulate her. It is a good coincidence that she

- has played & very impertant role in politics. She is well-known as a good
fighter, fighting against injustice, whatsoever, in the Raxlways as_ welL

The Indian Railways has its own identity in our nation. It is a symbol
of the integrity of our nation. It ruas from East to West, from North to
South, integrating the whole nation on” the principles of equality and
fraternity, irespective of caste, creed, sex, religion or place of birth: - So, it
‘is a good fortune to be a Min:ster of -such an important institution, namely,
the Rallways ‘

Sir, I want o touch upon thc local problcms in Maharashtra. It is
because.of lack of planning that we are not able to implement many
propcts There are maay backward areas whiere the Railw ays need to’ give
priority. “In this ‘connection, I woudld mention sbout the delay in the
completion of the Fonkzn Railway Project. Secondly, &t is about
Narkhed-Amaravati railway lire which runs for 138 kms. I expect that this
railway Ime will be completed. as per.schedule.. ‘

—  The development plan for Navi Mumbai approved by the State
Government provides for a network of commuter railway system consisting
of six railway corridors of 160 kms. aggregate length with thirty railway
stations located on. these corridors. ' The six railway corridors are as under:-

*7 raasliteration of the speech in ?ersian"_,Script is-available in the Hindi version of the
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I, Mankhurd-Belapur Panvel . 29kms.
@ Mankhurd :Betapur (Completed) 1 8kms
(i) Belapur Panvel (In progrcss) 11 kms
2. Thane-Turbhe-Neérul and Vashi (In-progreds) = 23
. Nerul and Belapur U,rban ﬁl‘nﬂéfééfefss);jl{ S
s 'ngRai}way . B o 15 kms.
4. Mansarovar~Talo_]a L L o 1 kms B
5. Kahvadim‘agar-Neml S 23 kms:
6 ,: ‘Panvel-Urban . » . T 32 kms. -

I promise, Sir, that I do not want to make a speech I have concluded.

SHRI-MANGJ BHATTACHAR YA (West Bengaly: Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, I am also not in‘:a:mood to make any speech: I have only ¢ertain
suggestions,. and -certain -apprehensions which I want the hoh. Raiway
Minister to clear. = But before I start enquiring about those or giving' my
comments, I must express my gratitude to- the hon.,Members who are still
left i the House. I personally-feel - I may be corrected if | am wrong - that
in the Indian raiways the goods traffic and the excessive amount of
demurrage that the railways have to pay in the-settlement of cases relating to
goods bemg lost during. transit; is eating away ‘the revenue of the Railways.
There is no mention of how the pilferage and- other problems relating to
goods traffic are going to be taken care of in the days to come. 1 am also
given to understand that even some renowned road carriers book the goods
and shift those goods to the Railways since railways are charging much
cheaper rates for carrying the goods. Thereby, ‘some pilferage takes place
and the Railways have to pay a huge amount in settlement of cases relating
to pilferage. 1 am sure the hon, Minister will also agree with me that the
revenue generation is a problem for the Railways. I once again repeat that
since the adoption of the new economic policy right from 1991, since the
adoption of the policy of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation,
subsidies are being withdrawn perpetually, even in the most important
sectors and, Sir, Railways 15 the most important sector so far as public
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transport is concerned. I am also given to understand that the hon. Railw av
Minister is fighting agamnst this revenue crunch in the Railwavs. I am of the
opinion that the subsidies in the Railways must not be withdrawn in any
way. Rather, in certain cases the subsidies should be increased. There is
another point that I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Railway
Minister. Once agamn, I say that I am convinced that the hon. Railway
Minister is personally against privatisation. But I doubt whether she would
be able to fight out the bureaucratic stranglehold. Particularly, when I asked
a question some days back regarding the track maintenance, whether track
maintenance was being given to the private parties, the hon. Minister of
State for Railways, Shri Digvijay Singh, replied in the affirmative, even
though he told that only a small part of it has been given to the private party.
So, privatisation has started. I will seek clarification from the hon. Railway
Minister how far this privatisation is going to be tolerated by her or by the
country as such because, I believe, restructuring does not mean doing aw ay
with the Government property or down-sizing the employment or the
work-force complement.

But it has happened so in the Railways. Even though the present
Railway Minister is not responsible for that, but the fact is that it has
happened for regional considerations or otherwise or for generating some
gimmicks. Some projects have been flagged off without ensuring Budgetary
allocation for them. It was only to satisfy the so-called popular demands
such things have happened. Those could not be completed. I remember,
some years back, the then Finance Minister, perhaps, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, told that if all the projects are to be completed, perhaps, the
entire allocation of 3-4 Five Year Plan is to be used for only Railways. I am
sure that the present Railway Minister will kindly take care of the problems.
The projects already flagged off should be completed. At the same time,
before flagging off some new projects, resources are to be mobilised.

I shall be failing in my responsibility if I do not mention about
long-pending projects of West Bengal Some years back, when Shri Jaffer
Sharief was the Railway Minister, I remember, for one project, only Rs.1
lakh was allocated. Projects are still pending. I am sure, the present Railway
Minister will take care of that.

Another problem is that the Railway workshops in many places are not
up to the mark. The upgradations have not taken place. Such are not being
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done. Even in West Bengal, workshops like Kanchrapara. and. Likiah are not
accomplished properly.. I would request the Railway Minister to have a
wholesome approach and see to it that these workshops -are upgraded and
newer technologies are used for the best interests of the Railways as well as
for the country.

Another question 1 just want to raise is about the Konkan Railways. It
is a glamorous rail But']l am given to understand that students are not
allowed to enjoy the concession facility. In Goa, many institutions have
started operating.. Students from all over the country go to Goa to attend
courses, in those institutions. They are not allowed any concession in the
Konkan Railways. I do not know whether it is governed by the present
Railway Minister. or the Railway Ministry. Some measures should be taken
so that students get concessions. Thank you, very much.

SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir: 1 would like to appreciate the hon. Minister, Mamtaji,
for being an efficient Minister. I am also proud that she belongs to the
women community and I congratulate her for bemng the first woman
Railway Mimnister.

Sir, in Andhra Pradesh, especially in Telangana area, many people are
deprived of the railway facility. There are still some places where there are’
no rail facilitics even after so many years of Independence. Sir, the
passengers are suffering due to lack of proper neatness and cleanliness.
Another general complamt about the Railways is, trains are running late for
hours together. This also should be rectified. Railway stations and platforms
should be properly maintained.

Sir, I would like to bring to your notice one of the more important
points. Goods sent through the Railways are not safe. They are either
pilfered or are stolen by the time they reach their destination. They reach in
a damaged state also and no proper response is available from the Railway
authorities.

Sir, rail accidents have occurred particularly at unmanned level
crossings due to lack of proper maintenance and care.

I request that proper steps should be taken for the maiitenance of
unmanned level crossings. Lastly, I request, through you, Sir, the Railway
Minister that being a woman she should introduce 33 per cent nomination
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for women on the Railway Board. There should be adequate reservation for
women ‘in recruitment and employment I request the hon Mxmster to take
- proper steps in this regard. Thank you.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE : Mr. Vlce-Chan'man Sir, on behalf
of the Indian Railways family, I convey my heartiest regards to the hon.
Members who have raised very important and potential points and have
~ given their valuable suggestions for the Railways.  Sir, it is a fact that
population is increasing day by'day.” The railw ay network is the lifeline of
the country and #t'is the main communication of the country The
: RaiIWays are a gateway of nanonal mtegrity of our country. '

_VSII,,lt is ‘a. fact t.hat sometimes some projects are takeén ‘up ‘without
clearance or without approval or without planning; etc.- - Here 'the Railways
are having some problems, . It is also a fact that the Indian Railways are the
second largest railway in the world.  Every day we are running about
12,000 trains, including goods trams. Sir, we have 7,000 stations. We have
also 62,800 route kilometres in the Iridian Railw ays. . Sir, the hon. Members
have raised ‘the pomt that our budgetary support has come down from 75 to
18 per cent. - This time we have increased it to 35 per cent.. When I
became the Railway Minister from my side I felt that my priority should be
safety and -security.  Unfortunately, the Safety Review Committee has
recommended Rs.50,000 crores for providing safety measures on the Indian
Railways.  Moreover, this year is a crisis year for the Indian Railways
because everything has become old. Sir, even human beings cannot have
the same life as they were having when they were students or in their youth.
Likewise, the Indian Railways is passing through such a phase where we
need to replace tracks, under-bridges and so many other things. Sir, they
need replacement and they need modernisation. Sir, it is very easy to
compare us with Japan and Germany. But can we compare the Indian
Railways in terms of budgetary support that Japan and Germany are
getting? Sir, we had a railway accident Gaisal accident.  After that there
was a similar railway accident in Britain.  Sir, if we count the money in
terms of Indian currency which they got, it comes to about Rs.21,000
crores; this was the money provided to the British Railways. It is a
privatised railway. It is not a Government railway. In the Indian Railways
we are facing an acute problem because this year due to the
recommendations of the Fifth Pay Commission we paid at least Rs.6000 .
crores. Sir, I appreciate the point raised by the hon. Member from Jammu
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and Kashmir. The project he mentioned was maugurated by Deve Gow dap
This project was taken up without ¢learance. - Then hé said that the money
would cotne from the Planning Comimissioni and not” fromm ‘the’ Raﬁways
This time alse 1 have provided Rs 100 erdtes from thie Raitways. T went'to
" Jammu and’ I felt thiat théy needed some’ sﬁectét help from the Plannmg'
Commission and frem  othef sources alfo. [t has been said that the
North-Eastern Region hes beén ‘deprived.” But'it i ‘also a fact that the
movement of essentml commodities- to - the “North-Eastern” ’Regxon has
increased in the range of 30:70-over thie last year which hielped in contr’dllmg'
the price'lne. - We have mcreased the supplyof foodgrams also.” ‘Sir, for
the ' North-Eastern Region: carlier the® butlgctary prov1smn was “Rs. 202 '
crores. - This-year we have increased it to Rs 22%: 40 crores because We ‘
know these are hxlly trnhai and backward afeas. - 7 '

~So, they need morc help from the Rzp}ways 'Ihax. is. why we wﬂl
discuss this issue ‘with the Plannmg Commission;; gnd request. the. Planning. -
Commiission as well as thc Prime. Minister o bg, sympathetic tew ards; the -
North-East. 1 wil conyey . this matter to. the Planning, Commission and. the .
Prime Minister, With rqgaxd}to Anghra Pradesh, 3 hon. Member has; said.:
Why have we not been B fficient mopey, want to inform him, that ..
last txme the fund provlslon for’Andhra Pradesh_.was Rs. 202 crores, gnd-
this time 1 mcreased it to Rs 246 93 crores, [t 1 Is. for the wformation o1 the .
hon. Member. My hon, frxend ‘Mr. Misra, the initiator of the discusswon,
raised an issue that. Orxqsa is depnved Qf funds and that they have not been
glven sufficient funds Slr, last year, the. allocatlon to Orissa was Rs
crores; and this year we have_ irii:reascd it to:Rs. 268 crores. Ik i oaud
present here. Otherw;se I would have enlxghtened him. It is a faci that
whenever there is a cnsxs maybe, a namra.l calamity: or; maybe, a natural
disaster - the Rallways always -carry the social burden and social obligation
for the people. When the. super-oyelone hit Orissa, 1 used to work even .
during nights. We know haw we worked. We transported, through our -
railway, the Army personnel gencrators drmkmg water and all the relief
material free of «cost. Now there is a drought m some parts of Andhra
Pradesh, some parts of Onssa Gujarat and Rajasthan We are also sending
there fodder and dnnkmg water free of cost. [ w dcomc whatever the hon.
Members raise. It is my duty to inform the House and it is also a fact that
we give so much concession. Within the last six:months, we gave so many
concessions. We have given concessions to the poor people. I allowed
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Rs. 15 monthly ticket:to:the people:who:are below the poverty 'line. Is it:not
an achievement forithe Railways to give:their rightito the poer people? "We
allowed ¢his. Now, we'have decided:that the renewal-of thermenthly ticket
given to tthe people, who -are below ithe poverty line, ‘would the .after three
months. Earlier, canoession was given to  senior xitizens wheo were 65
years and #bove. Because of that, the wamen or wives wese nat able to
travel with #heir spouss. Now, we haxe given conoession to wemen who
are 60 years and above so that they can also travel with their husbands. We
also gave coneession for students. There 35 a grievanoe ffrom e freedom
fighters that they are mot heing allowed ito travel either in Shatabdi or
Rajadhani Expresses. This time we allowed the freedom fighters $o travel
one time in a year either m Shatabdi or Rajadhani I am also happy to
announce -- | thiik General Shankar Roy Chowdhury would also feel very
happy because he also spoke to:me on this - to commemorate the 50th year
of our Indian Republic, the gallantry awardees, including widows of the
posthumous awardees, will be given & millenmium gift of travellng by
Rajadhani or Shatabdi trains of their choice from any station to any
destmation and back during the canrent year. We have so many problems,
but in spite of those problems, the Railway System never sleeps and serves
with a smile. It is our dedication. It is the biggest employment-oriented
organisation. Sir, we have sixteen lakh employees. An hon. Member raised
a point whether we are going to privatise the Indian Railways. No, not at
all. No, not at all [ repeat, no, not at all A point has also been raised
whether we are selling the railway lands. No, not at all. What do we want
to do? We wanted to go in for innovative ideas. We wanted to exploit the
railway lands commercially. We are also going in for laying the optic fibre
cable for 62,800 kms. On this, we have set up a Task Force. It is in the
process. You will be happy to know as to what I kept in the Budget for
this. It is already in the process. We have already short-listed. We have
set up the Task Force on Optic Fibre Cables, and in this Task Force we

have included one Member from the Planning Commission, one member
from the Finance Ministry, one member from the Prime Minister's Office,
one member from the I.T. Department and one member from the
Department of Communications. We should not delay it. The work should
be completed at the earliest possible time. That is why, as far as possible, I
do not want to waste time because, now, time is very precious. Regarding
commercial utilisation of land and air space, we have set up a Task Force
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and that Task Force has submitted its report. The Task Force included the
ClI, the FICCI and the ASSOCHAM. It has submitted its report and, after
that, we set up our internal Departmental Committee and that Committee is
looking into the matter. The Committee has already identified the lands. I
have got a Budget provision of Rs. 100 cores for this. We are also going
for marketing complexes, modernisation of railways, beautification of
stations, model stations and also other works where we can earn more
money.

Sir, hon. Members raised certain points regarding unmanned railw ay
crossings. We have allocated Rs. 300 crores for unmanned railway
crossings and underground bridges. Also, the hon. MPs have been kind
enough to give Rs. 8.5 lakhs or so from ther MPLADS fund for this
purpose. MPs' interest in this regard is very encouraging. In my
supplementary demands also I kept Rs. 450 crores for unmanned railway
crossings and underground bridges. I took up this matter from the very
beginning. This time also, Rs. 300 crores has been kept for this purpose.

" 1 appreciate the concern of the hon. Members about safety and
security. Sir, security is not in our hands. I will be coming to that later on.
But, this time, in our budget, we have increased the allocation by 54 per
cent for passenger amenities. 1 have kept Rs. 2000 crores for track
renewals also. Last year, it was Rs. 1,500 crores. It means, it is 37 per
cent higher than last year. For signal and telecom also, Rs. 425 crores has
been kept, which is 29 per cent higher than last year.

Hon. Members raised certain points regarding safety and security.
Yes, the Safety Review Committee has already recommended Rs. 1500
crores for this purpose. We will pursue this matter with the Government.
But, at the same time, we will try to do whatever is possible, from our
budgetary support. We have kept provision for security. I have already
written 2-3 letters to the Home Minister also. In this regard, I convened a
meeting also because when 1 came here for Supplementary Demands, Shri
Janardhana Poojary said, “Why do you not call a meeting with the GRP, the
Home Secretary and the Chief Secretary?”  After that, I convened a
meeting on 15th February. The Home Secretary and the GRP attended this
meeting. We have set up a Task Force also. The Task Force is going to
submit its report. As soon as it submits its report, I will pursue it with the
Government. Law and order is a State subject. Sir, you will appreciate
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that railway passes through all the States. But the problem is, as per our
Constitution we cannot interfere in the matter of law and order because it is
a State subject. - The GRP is not-with us. - It is under the Stafes.  We pay
50 per cent tothe GRP. But the States: also pay 50 per-cent to the' GRP:
That is why it is not with us.. But I feel' for -'Seeiirity *and:
safety... (Interruptions)... o SR

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West Bengal) : Is it not under you?

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: No, no. It is under the State
Governments. That is why we have already taken up this matier with the
State Government officials. You will be happy to know that the Chief
Secretary is the Chairman of this Task Force. So, once they submit their
report, 1 think, Parliament has to demde this matter, that is, security,
especially, for the Railways. I do not think this should be treated as any
political issue. When passengers travel by railway, they should get security.
That is why my appeal, thorough all the Members, to all the State
Governments would be that they should take special care m this regard. Sir, .
there are threc vulnerable areas. Of course, we are also going to strengthen
their safety network. The RPF looks after the railway property only. That
is why we need a change in the interests of our passengers. “'We should do-
it together. There 1s nothing like hide and seek. 'I think we should do 1t.

" So far as commercial utilization of railway land is. qoncérncg, I have
already made my submission. '

Then, some hon. Members raised certain points regarding the backlog
vacancies of SC, ST and OBCs. S, if you go through my Budget speech,
you will see that I huve already instructed that the backlog . and
compassionate-ground vacancies should be filled as early as possible.

So far as the joint venture programme 1s concerned, the States, which
arc coming forward for this programme, are being accepted because we
have to involve the State Governments also. Even the private sector.-can
also take up development, but it is within the Railways.

Then, a point was raised aboul the Konkan Railway. This year also,
we have given Rs. 300 crores to the Konkan Railway. We have 51 per cent
equity and they have 49 per cent equity n it. But the maintenance is with
the Konkan Railway. ‘ ' S
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- They look after that.

, chardmg on-line. networkmg and knowing about the real time of the
trains, the House will be happy to know that the Western Rallway has
already started this. - Last week, I went to Mumbai, and 1 found that they
have already started on-line networking, and the passengers will be able to
see the real time on the computer. This has already been started.

Regarding optic fibre cable, we will develop our software and also the
internet. We ean-connect all the places in- the country with ‘each other
through the telecom system, the signalling system and all the other modern
systems. This will be a revolution in the Indian Railways.

. Sir, hon. Members raised some questions regarding a foreign-tour.
Mr. Bratin raised the question that a Ministér had travelled to a foreign land
and spent a lot of money. After I became: thc mester 1 have not gone 10
any foreign land. S

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Mmlsters must go abroad and see thmgs
What is wrong in it?

KUMARI MAMATA BANER—JEE: It is-okay. ‘But-it is for his
information. If he is having something in his mind, he can bring it to my
notice. 1 will cross-check it. "For his information, I am telling him that I
have not gone anyw here. ' ‘

Regarding the wagon mdustry, some hon. Member raised some
valuable points. He mentioned about the roling stock. There is a provision
in the Budget. It is already on order. It is 21,000 for wagons. We are"
giving more importance to the public sector. That is why, this time, we are
giving 9,300 to the public sector for its survival. Pending cases are also
there. That is why, they will get 11,100 odd this year.

Regarding the BEML and Jessops we .are glvmg them 12 extra
coaches, for their survival

About passenger amenities, food, catering etc., I have already taken
note of whatever the hon: Members -have mentioned. - If- any gnevance'
comes to us that somebody is not domg his work in a proper manner, we
are ready to take action against the erring person. The passengers who -
travel:in the Indian Railways, should get the. proper amenities. If we get a
complaint -that: somebody does not-supply food. or other things, we will
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examine it. If it is not being done, we have to take proper action against the
erring person. This is my assurance to the House because I have nothing to
do with it. Wherever there is a wrong thing, we have to take a very strong
action on that.

Regarding imports, some hon. Members mentioned about this. For
their information, I want to say that I have received a complaint about
foreign-cranes. I gave that to the CBI.

If ‘anything is going wrong, Railways is the first Department to take
action on that.

Yes, it is a fact that I am not satisfied about the overall performance of
the Indian Railways. But, at the same time, we have to appreciate that
63,000 people, on an average, dic i road accidents every year, which is
" most anfortunate. The train is cheaper. It is pollution-free. It is for the
common people. It 5 a fact that there are some trains which have no
pantry car. We have to build coaches and all other thmgs. In the
Railways, it is not that you just commit about it today, and tomorrow you
will get the coach. We have to prepare for it right now. For that also, we
need money. We have to wait for all these things.

So many MPs have requested for introduction of new stoppages and
new trains. For the information of the House, right now, I have received at
least 900 requests for new stoppages and new trains. Sometimes, we can
discuss about why a train is running late. Yes, I too appreciate that. - But, if
you ask for stoppage of every train, then, automatically, all the superfast
trams will become passenger trams. Let the House decide about what is to
be done about it. If there is a superfast train, I humbly request the hon.
Members not to disturb that. If there is a passenger train, yes, it can go
from every corner to every other corner. People give more money to travel
by superfast trains. They want to reach their destinations early.

We have to see td it also.

I feel very bad when somebody says that I should give contract to this
man or to that man or I should accept this man's or that man's tender.
Sometimes, you raise the question of punctuality. My point is, you stop
making these demands. The railway properties are made as a soft target.
There is burning of trains or railway stations whenever there is anagitation.
Even when Governments change, the railways are targeted. Railways is not
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an individual property. It is‘the public property. 'We should ensure that we
to :not .disturb its set up. ‘We -should protect the .interests of the railways
.and its employees. I would.also appeal not to .disturb the working of the
Rallways, Yes, we do have shertcomings. MNobedy can provided one
hundred ‘per .cent satisfaction, but we have to ‘improve. This time the
Railw ays ‘had a record earning. It has crossed the record -of the last 50
years. Our target was Rs.425 crores -and we earned Rs.450 crores. This
time we carried 350 million tennes «of freight - six million teanes extra.
Even our earnings from the psssenger traffic have gone up. ‘Someébody saxl
that it was a populist Budget.

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA: It is good that you carried more freight,
but you showukd not forget that there is a wide scope for this market.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: We have already ammounced owur
new freight poficy which would target more and more customers. This is
the signal that I have given. When 1 jomed the Ministry, somebody asked
me why I should not increase the freight rate. 1 replied that 1 am for
competition. We have not increased even the passenger fare. Even then,
our earning has increased. It was possible because the people who were
not purchasing tickets earlier, have started purchasmg it. We are
developing, with the reforms and liberalisation process, but without the
people's cooperation, no reform can take place. We have first to involve the
people and see that their interests are protected. Our goal will be fulfilled, if
we work with dedication and give a thrust to our work. That way we can
fulfil the people's expectations. It is a fact that we should take proper care
and steps to see that the Indian Railways reaches the tribal and backward
areas. Some Member complained that only Rs.50 lakhs or Rs.1/- crore was
allotted and that it was not an adequate amount for a particular project. But,
if we have to complete each and every project right now, we would be
needing Rs.30,000 crores. Somebody said that we were not spending
enough amount on new Zzones, but my answer to them is we have to
concentrate on our priorities. Is it the safety and security of the passengers
and the smooth running of trains or opening up of new zones? We have to
give priority to safety and smooth running of trams. With these words, I
humbly request all the hon. Members of this House to pass the Bill This
has been pending for the last three months.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Madam, it has been brought to your notice
earlier also that the people travelling to Kerala from Jammu and Kashmir or
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from Delhi are being harassed in trains. These incidents happen from
Bhopal, up to the border of Andhra Pradesh. The passengers with Juggage,
children and f amﬂy are being harassed There'is some racket operatmg

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE ~Who are harassing them"

SHRI VAYALAR RAVIL: Your Officers. They come and haras's' thém_ ‘
If you pay-them Rs.100/- it is all right. - This is a racket. Please put a stop
to'this harassment. - ' -

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE : We have decided to-open. more
ticket counters. As far as the question .of harassment of commuters ‘is
concerned.. (Inten'upnons)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: They start checkmg in the trains. They are -
getting into the compartments  at Bhopal or Nagpur or Gwalior and start
harassmg the families. Sometimes they say that your luggage is five kgs.
more. So give the money.- This kind of harassment is going on. We are .
gélting a lot of complaints. I am rcqucstmg you to look into this matter and
sec to it that this kind of harassment is not repeated.

KUMARI - MAMATA BANERJEE: Our intention is not to harass any
passengers. But, at preseént, what is going on in the country? Due to the
subversive activities of the terrorists, the Railways have become the target.
So, in order to save the lives of the passengers, we have to strengthcn the
v1g11ancc If there'is any case of harassment, you write to mé. T will see to -

But sometimes, we have to see the safety of the passengers.

;' SHRI VAYALAR RAVI It is.a contmus process. : We have been
rcprcscntmg to every Railway Minister. But nothing has happened

“DR:. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): Sir, the hon. Minister was
kind cnough to declare that more funds have been given to the backward
tribal areas. . It is the declared policy of the Government to spend 10 per
cent of the budgetary allocation in the north-eastern region, but -the Railway
Ministry has not so far. adhered to this policy decision of the Government.
Not to speak of the budgetary support, the Railways have not even made
adequate allocation for the north-eastern part of the country. Will the hon.
Minister ¢larify this point whether she will stick to the Government policy
of allocation of ten per cent of the budgetary provisions to 1he North-East?
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KUMARI MAMATA BANERIEE I have already rephed this point.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE I have only one pomt to make [ am
happy that she has’ deefared twelve coaches for Jessops. Durmg 1998-99
and 1999-2000, there have been no allocation of coaches for Jessops
During 1996-97, there were 42 orders, during 1997-98, ‘there were 56
orders, this year, the nurrr'oer is 12, which is too little. Can you increase it?
'Secondly in her speech ‘shie has stated that those who are more ‘than 50
years of age, they cannot run up to youngmen I think she can make it 60
years and above.

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: No, no. I have stated that .sqmgghmg
has changed somewhere. ?l?f-?ﬁs'ﬂﬁ 12 & & gad¥ 36 & | The total

number 1S 36
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SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI (Gujarat): Sir, so far as the
question of stoppage is concerned, she must have received at least 900
requests for introduction of further stoppages also. But the train which
stops in between 100 kms, 65 kms and 45 kms and reaches before time, for
such a train, if the stoppages are called for or requested by the hon.
Members, they should be provided. No social justice is being done if the
train starts from Bombay and comes to Delhi, but in between, the stoppages
are not given. It is not social justice.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): You send your
request to the Minister. The serial number of your request will be 901.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Regarding the dividend, I think,
dividend to the tune of Rs. 1500 crores has been deferred. Already, there is
a wide gap between the amount anticipated for any project and the amount
spent. | will give you one example. There was one broject from
Coimbatore-Irugur, covering a distance of 17 kms. The amount anticipated
for this project was Rs. 25 crores some three years back. But still, we have
spent Rs. 3 crores. What I am trying to say is that this amount of Rs. 1500
crores, when it 1s a deferred dividend, it means during the next year, I have
to make good for that. :

In that case, next year also we will be affected. I would like to know
. from the hon. Minister whether there is any plan with the Railway Ministry
to pay this dividend. If so, what is the plan or proposal that it is having to
pay the dividend without affecting the projects which are already included in
the Budget proposals?

KUMARI MAMATA BANERIJEE: Sir, there is nothing new. In the
years 1979-80,  1980-81 and 1984-85 the dividend was deferred. The
Government has some financial problem. Therefore, in consultation with
the Ministry of Finance, it has been deferred. Earler it was paid in the year
1992. This time also we will pay it as early as possible.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): The question
is: .

"That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certam sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2000-2001 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration."

The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): We shall now
take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill

Clauses two and three and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added 1o the Bill.
KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: Sir, I move:
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' That the Bill be returned.’
The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned tilt 11 O'clock
on 4th May, 2000.

The House then adjourned at forty-seven mmutes past seven of the
clock, till eleven of the clock, on Thursday, the 4th May, 2000.



