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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal) : Hon. Chairman,
Sir, this is a fit case to be referred to the Privileges Committee. When a
Member is assaulted and if he makes a complaint, let the Privileges
Committee consider the matter. I request you to kindly refer this matter to
the Privileges Committee for its consideration. ...(Interrupticns)...

MR. CHAIRMAN : I refer this matter to the Priviieges Committee.
...(Interruptions)... That is all right. We have already done it. Now, the
nekt Special Mention.

Strike call by workers of Newspaper Industry for Revision of
Wages

st gadR &. &1 (SR wew) . ¥l W@y, ¥ e IR € s
I {S IE Ry IeorE IE SR 3R IaER WeH fhar | ¥ anud W @
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& @ ¥ Rl wraR us @1 te Weae 1 s & wU § Holee faar o g,
ST Mfee wOa F wU A TE <@ I T | ' A o § Sl gomdd @
W A8 B, 98 WR ORI WX o gen € | sad <mafem, R,
FrAufeE R P W I B 9 g o & | S I @) a8, 98
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aw ¥ ure T8 S & R I R 9Wd IR ¥ Y T8 IO ¥ | IEHT
HRY I8 § & §9 TFF & Ue 1955 & S afh wHioee Yae o1, S
ot o wiT ¥ | B # 9% wioue of i O SRR Wea™ §9 erE ol
aFT w6 B¥, S 3 e oo ofR 9w g &1 w9 er - 200 IUY
TR AT | TS IF 99 SRORGE T € i 99 A § 9R o 3R gy
e o1 3R 31Tt 16 vUY e url frer ® gwfdg 200 v9d A 297 I
& R AT 9 FY o e ff, IH! W] B AW & | o B envgd AE
5 1715 dverd # 9§ ol 7o Baa 643 H & 7 ol o dF] i T g1
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S A GAER-UA B Bael U 5iS & ®9 A I@d ¥, 9 $EM aret
1 & w9 A I €, @ e 9w F w0 § T <wd, 9 A s iRl
IR B IS PA P T ¢ | T8 IR i ol 3 #ma § 59 v
¥ S W &, g8 SURET B $§ $UY &1 9K H Sua fhar st ® | 98
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SHRI KULDIP NAYYAR (Nominated): Mr. Charman, Sir, this is a

very mportant issue. Let us have some time to discuss about the Press.
Not now, Sir, but at some other time.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL (Bihar): I agree.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let us have the Special Mention now.

sft W o=t (e ) ;- neRefl wwfy wEiew, T ek #
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S do @@ o o7 9w 15 ufied s T, R sew} 13 wiea & TR
$o FTAR WSl # @ IE @0 ¢ & I% geds 917 & wiiw @ TR T
T AUF AIH & YT S AR ¢ 5 oA 99 9 B o REIRE § S5t
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[T BIedx FeUT & @ 30 SN SR g9 & WY | g9l 39 9R # |ed
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I T €, BAR s wEeR dgsil & 917 # fren e oY ugiy &, Saer
&t 7 frdt ®u # TacwIRd BY ART (G F9R HHaR) o ¢ iR O sraar
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W # B Bl TAR UFBR HIE § 9P a9 A gfg & fow s aw e A
ReRe &) & swd uRure @1 &8 gRffaa & TRy ) R smdeags &
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TSR g1 R ¥ TR FEY BF 907 $El UABRI &) e & a1 3 RgwE &
UABR &1 RAENER off HINg UFBR §, O ofd9l Yol YR & SFRIGE 8, S0
forg aRE | YT B §, I fO aRE @1 Ja9 Ry o ¥ ST Hedr At
T8 @ o1 GHdl| var 98 S B e & onh §1 9 9 § AEE §edr
Toll O V&) &, W15 SS9 o1 i1 Tl off & ¥ AfPT UABRI BT a7 AR
T8} o1 T8 &1 TR AR 9gT FeR] Il © O fopd 59 aRE 9 97 [ &
ST YA B[ 1957 W AP 39 T fpa JoT 1S a7 £7 o9 o uig IeT A1S &
ge & ok waw! AT W a3 € Al I te e W W A1 @)
RreRe &) goiaar @r] 81 f&a1 = 31 AR 9% aifear 1S 81, A R
A€ & T U §I€ B, O 915 § i 9 T o7 A1 S9TEd Sis & &R
arvft AR AT @) AT T IE & | AT AT W Sl waera Rar &
SH Sefeg woeTe & Rae o .Y, HIE A ol T ¥ | g U0, $H §
PIA-BT W AT T ? IHD 9gd IR AN FH 0GT 7 S T | 39 6T H oy A1 g
| FHTefY AEIgE, ud AT | §9 WA F IERI & W A 99 &, 9 AW
IR & & Afrar e @ o) RAE €, Swe Reams I8 § 7 oM aw
#frar T @Y Rue ot Rraet w1l 8 wew § W@ qor o aRciie RS amy
39 RUiE @ or] & @ 4 @t 9} | 7R RdE & w3 Rod =4, R
WIS W U™ BRI U o A3 off vae € XE 9, Rl S 9e-\e Er
& ¢ A fofe B R 1S T | TR Reevg s a8 & 5 21 egw fifve
TR TE L | UER W 39 NS PT ST @ o A ) WA BT GG R @
f& 2 | & sicR 3y v RFAer N | 3w ol IE Sl wdieTe
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R ¢ & o wgw. B § TN T iR S we BIsay wdeid &9 & firg
P13 crev fofie 78 & 1| |9fd 78T, #§ oud Wiemw @ RoR ¥ FdedT aem
& aQ uga A< P U g fofae R wg | ve FuiRe w9y & ofr I
R amrl 9iiRy iR R vk & 9omEd amam @) RAE ok RywRel snft
T@ o] 78 g8 § fAagd 6 Iac AR i @ R 3wt ReRel
BT AN H B I NAR  NRAYGES J08 TR |

TR ARGy, FEUR AfS &1 oh T B € 5 S meR @

oG BT T & Ny 7w of €, ey foven o €, A o M adh &
TP A R get s it € ... (sgaum) ...

sft ¥ AiEw (SR W) : A W R TR § | 3R o Al <A
¥ wsdiovur &1 B IR HH |

2ft |aafdy : I8 vae-vaE TS E |
oft W welln  (uiverdt @) ¢« oiifige o= Y o Rl &

oft Wora frrous : TR 39 g R Rz Aed off iR wR @ gaifige
B A g T 2 S e qHe &1 wHEE 8 e |

sft i gaotl (uFE Im) - oeifige X |
sft T AET GO AT, A e BT AR |
s guaftr . Tei sga i D & | '

off Wom freow . Wl wlem, sreEl & et A we Q
Taftve X @) W 9 &, § Nud AregH § S HedT Il § b g g ..
e el & S A TN E A A AU o &, [HeA dUF o o | TEIRIGEH
T & 8 omgm | anae) sar =@ g e a-usEie et ) areER)
& foae vfoer § o7F e § WR g B W@ R 1 S $E TNIAR 9%
8 T | T e ¥R &1 U NIy fioer 9 400 IS @ T | B A
oY R Had &) IR I IE E | N U P Premd B Bt gRt FHEYE ¥
| 1978 § *®Y 3@ ® FAD! YN IoT@ 392 W o1 &, gfper g ¥
TRH iTE A Y9 o1 FEITEH FERE @1 erd 570 wfve g9 ¥ ) oy ey
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fsrgarer § v@ BT W YU €, WO W & S9@! Wed 719 Hfer s@1 § |
JGIART & TG TR 90 ST W & | faRen ot ¥gi 3 & ST A 8 &
figwr e & TEeM R R F, a3-a% e’) A IS 8 o1 @ & | Hire 4,
FETH ¥, ge § W TFE IEM AT (ENF IE R RAE | § 39 W 38
TR T B} W g | SEER) & SAI ¥ G gENE ngd, Sanar /Sl
HHROT AT A At IR W AoR & A WA @ #, greigie & R
TIgeT AR B | 59 39 & USRI @ SUEl | SER1 AR e qen waaR
P SOET ¥ SURT AR e W Tty ofee ae-ae R gg N e 2 S
E BRI § o St Y § & gt SAer) ol g@ R 9 W R,
39 39 ¥ wHERR R Rufén R, 3w 3 wwemel W ara | ver sl
AR gt wifiRan qr SRR @ B WX o ffTT IR @ 79 S0 F IoE B
o Rrvss &, U 8, S 4 W) 39 Q9 & wIeRl @ aaq e il |
ficger 49 & 9N fruer 3 it an R T e | fever 3 e @Y g
Refiey & iavia qu # fires ff wWar) HaR) €, JpwR &, Fao! 909 987
3R g 3w 1 A 991 | § I Y g T W W § | I g9 ARy |
e axe @ 7EE 97 & ¥ SH FE" ¥ Ig9 95 ARy AW gmeR) B I97
TS TF I N T8 997 ¢ | IR woEd T F R e I arg D
o, 9fr T ermar AR, A o @1 orgeR ®, Ik v £ Redse
31g it g X Q) Al o 7@ o T R o | f 9gd AR argaR)
q e da ReAse=y ar] 781 @1 € | o R ey #230 3 o8 5 a5 75y
WHRI & 9T T | 6T TSR IJH-3(U7 I § T8 & JWER] & Afordl U
T BB RHASIG ] HRE | Y v § ¥ R g o 3 a9
ardige far 2, I &t RO dgd aiie & wefie et @ o a7 R
A T T B, FF WoR I ¢ B N I O § S RwRet o
quidan &7 HR @Y e ¥ sr@ar & uereM Aferet @t fAdy &1 3R o sRgER
TRIe e 3 e S guiea @) 98 Fa € B armant & Afere
A AN & B &, I RYE Yawm R og @R 9@ wen & o
MRY, 89 W YRS M W AR A uFeR & WY ™ 7 8 R
TIOR] B SN S F g S e giel ey, S g d99-Am AR
g% 3 e ¥& | gae |

sfiacht SraweT weer (o W) ¢ g Wl wEicg | R,
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et oft S & ponE § wEeRar s o qfe et & | 9w WRew iR
nli & @ F SrerfereE & vW HRa & | R\ Psgg iR & #9185 gonda
HHE TE B GFar & | W AT o & Raes smars So § aft | ame
o ¥ Y ¥ W yeEE R W ¥ | W, SrFfeed & fIg Y dgw-wm
freiRa & & fig 1994 F 3 9IS #) wHa &1 78 N, R 3% 455 g |
THS SR 1 A Td 5o | BT 6 e S & 9 o S Ra @ @
S| W, T8 T3 Al59d 3 90 2 b 6 A 7@ W a9 A B R &g 785 Y
T | WEN Tadl & fog 1985 # ®Rf U HHeE @ iR, 1996 F vy O
FHRE @1 64 e 1 W), Srifeee % fag 1987 A 91 99 @Y RymiREl
FH g AN | g WEd AR W o #1980 & A dl # fw we @
PRI §F, °9d 2UE A SHfeReE & Ol I9F-9 §A ARy o a8 w8 §9 |
W, § 957 | g Oy FE & srfened & 9y I TR S @ T 9w 7
B @ | gl # oTaR giE @ I8 & afd R anft 9o 78 Bl & | Y sa
ToR # ¥ gy wrifereew & forg o Ao 1€ 1994 # venfia Ran e on vt
RAE & MM R e | oo 37H g Ao oy afd i 39 A =y
VWETE T | R WOR & IR ¥ & PR 3791 < A |

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, besides the
non-implementation of the Wage Board Award, the newspaper owners are
employing journalists on contract basis and their wages are very low
compared to the work which the owners extract from the journalists.
Many a time when the journalists raise their voice against the owners, they
are victimised in a very cruel manner and no justice is being done to them.
Some of the newspapers, which are just like yellow journalism and
blackmailing in nature, spread defamatory news against institutions and
private persons. When their rights are infringed those parties approach the
Press Council of India. Under the Press Council of India Act three types of
punishments are there, namely, censure, warning and admonition. Except
these three types of punishments, there is no other punishment
contemplated under that Act. The Press Council of India has recommended
the incorporation of a provision, namely, fine or punishment. Those
amendments have been passed by the Press Council of India and they have
been sent to the Government. Those amendments are pending with the
Government. The Government has not taken any initiative in implementing
those amendments. If these amendments are implemented by the Central
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Government, I think most of the problems of the journalists will be solved
and these journalists, who are exploited and victimised, can be saved by the
enactment of such laws by the Government. To save these journalists the
Central Government should act strictly and do justice to them.

sft e (RER) : w9y #8ey, oo srEeaR o &) T sl &
IR # o gt g 95w Y &, § 59w g TR e St A et aa
e # @ 2, ¥ S99 ol ¥ g0 oRE 9EAa O §Y, WRS oNd gY, A1ud
eZd W WHR $T 4 FH IR & W el g & J@aR o & o 99 99
IgeR €, o Reeh, saredl, g3 iR wog @ Fod @ &, 99 IrmeaR) # S &
PR A A E, ST ERN ] O ) & A o forelt A @ S srgER
£, S B a@aRl & ol &, I T 8 WA B | a9 Rearg T8 B,
980 9N TABR B AR # un uRaR @ 7o & fw ve e Pl o
gl & | WF W 9T A R F AU O B3 1 o ot 31 92 o 98
o &, I RwIRE & A7 7 § AT 7 987 T € oW o ¥ | 98
TEAE THY T A 8§ | I YW YOIl & AW /AT 7 goiiRe
T ! € IR T 3 oo R # 5 A9 A Y Ry w9 & farg @y
Pt €| T PR FT T I ¢, I9 JGEAR I W FY T8 I £ | I
# 200 S BW FR IE § T 9 FOREY H 50 3 W B @ § | 9T
FAR T W W@ T & AR R ar] 8 o0 € | gufae § gnmar g
Tg W B Ao B N F g, Aedd B & foy 987 weagl ¥
AR TSR B A RiagReET ik gad) gl &1 TR B | e T
MEATH 8 @ R R D R G RE @ PR I A @ ¥ | '
UIHR WHH ©Y F WG T GHI ¢ | AR T ST G BT e T8 B,
I AT R 3t @ H RS T FN, I I Tevd & SHD)
At RS A H A R wWdE WY W PW TH I} GST | 95 GR
IEEN A S B B AQA AN E B B Ao YR & 2 | @y uw
Gferer oy wReR W TE fAerit # ol 7 orweR 9 <0 €, aw i ey @
g1 & arud wremw & WA WeR 7 S AR @ € S awd axd we
TIRE B TE § 6 WHR 39 W e | AR X F 39 g9 ¥ g9
BT B | ¢ Yo & I A g | 959 @ Al @ ifeee g Y g+
TR TP SR W R J TSR & AU a7 951 § ? AcH T ok ve
AT W AR TSIRCTFVHC $0 IRIER A o ¥ | 31 gwa 9% & 5 99
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Wa—cﬁma"rmaquﬁ;wﬁmm iwmﬁa‘l&mﬂ#m
FA g AN DY AT A S v dve A1 gE e RiagRE F i wermn
QWY | # AT § 5 IT g 99R #1 (e 301 g9E §, $9 W WaN FuR
PN | BT TYAT TSAREIZONIC T IGER aATe] BT wRaN B 3N 9§ e & |
T gera 4w fie IR A SER N Rarl o o swmER g v i @
Del 99 <0 & | 98 9% Rad € 5 #R) sman @) 40000 wREt Pead &
Ve aread ¥ 400 Faad € | o9 U B oed € 5 g O olv e
=9 filc & #R o 9 | 39 W I 9 o o 399 U @) A
RO e, P H TR M R R N From 1 TR &
O <O A OB F97 aaneT U1 8 Sear € | §9 U & 9 § 59 |Qwie dve
F WY JO P HAF HYAE |

sft woftg woe (SR wewr): ol of, § o fady S s o St
% SO Sud wAeH § ST gU wE N g g 6 ondt oo Ry o dow amam
e &, Bl @) 9@ e @ gwitie T e e #) A vo goTad doe A
2ireT W TR A9 F T BB H A 1715 oUW R § 7 9 fnb
643 ¥ THS! ] fFW T THA UF AR I S WA & fU & o q@d
SO g€ A Haile wgi W o € f gst 420 <gonde gecfenmic € o)
fads 13 % @7y fsen & . (=@@umm) ... Rib 18 3 o fear &1 @ AR <@
T 5 AR g% e oaTS B, AR qoTad A € 6 AR I 8@
I o Eefea RIEIRY & T r] F § TR A WA AN & AR gD
™ wE T By o & oy g R T8 = 2 ve iR wed W)
e & T A § wrfere ok it R & orfie BN g7 A1 @
TFEORET &1 3ol § o7 Gow g 5 cofaem wrfoe @) o o facpe
Fgi SR o W ¥, fope e g @ € R Bic M & wrfene dur A
& o <@ &1 2N W w9 e ¥ vw & gfn § g &) 3o e i @
A & da #, T onuw A R A R @ B g e @ g wa
T fe W@ € R T WE S% 9gd A aeae A ¥ g iR
2t & dim & ot TfRY| U@ @ 39 WE WHR & Qe Aty | el uice
I aE & & & ug f T Y@ Rt Sl oigE AR e e & gondd @,
IHH ToTe ¥ A A IR FTHY TS TEE § W IR F| B 1w ¥ F S8
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TUY B -AFEAN 50 G P71 2 {7 o a7 e R wpa &1 S gorg ¥ S
B g § S9@) 9% Razd an @ §) WS aEny B a8 Rawd a1 @
El T o e ft R €1 A I MEw aR § vw R wgw e
el Tfte goud @), st {1 fic & wEw & e a9 afe B = fie @&
memmm%mmﬁmm%mmﬁw
A 1 wgd N b B9 @Ry

et v 7 Ao vl weiey g% g8 § - doac fawH | dnde W
Iy TR M@ &, G R & e o 7 & fog & ara & fogi o
vrfeRe iR T afdr SRR SN Y 99 ¢ ISP auE § SEP ISR 9gd &
wIEl U@ sfAfFEaar @1 A e #) 9 ave @ SueT o fEEvE vE 9y
g5 T8 & urar &) At ol soEn RO # a1 6 geow sk § W
TY N S9@ R WY A & W SAed & iR i ¥ Iue Rk d wiiea
wHforeed B e & w9 ¥ Baw ¥ IF R T @ 95 9 & T Al
af g e &A1 9ty & 3o _RAE 999 & wu F e afe! uel e
a1d g4 3R f W@ NifF v 7w derie AR swddie N & R @) s
2t 79 9% $T T8 Ml R T b IS Y 9| B @ N B T8
T aren ¢ Foiie & f aoh gEwY € o oo difsar 4 Ww
veacigdtie dfa forn &1 feell ot wrew § &8 of o AR, T A1 3 AR &
TRATT DY W IR §, Il wRarsa 1 o¥ w ww §) gufie swa) quenal e f)
e § 3@ I ARy 5 B e 8 ¥ Ue 9w ok § 5 afhn orifte
R afd srifere 39 dlg d Rwva o TRy W) SRS afd
sHfere Bt Ty | g9 T8 AFaEfe SEfere O iRyl 3 & 9 A &
G OEd g1 gNEg |

SHRI M.P.A. SAMAD SAMADANI (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
instead of gomg into the details of the issue which has already been raised
here with all seriousness, I am here only to share the sentiments expressed
by my hon. colleagues. The contribution of the Press and the Pressmen to
the successful functioning of democracy is to be hailed and appreciated. It
need not be emphasized. Especially in the last few years, in guarding the
democratic values of our great nation, the contribution of the Press is too
high. After the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary, the Press is the
Fourth Estate that guards our democracy. Earlier, poets and great cultural -

201



RAJYA SABHA [9 MAY, 2000]

personalities were considered to be the sentinels of civilization. I believe, i
the present age, the Pressmen along with the other cultural personalities are
the sentinels who guard the values of our great democratic system. We
should not go to such a stage in where we compel the Pressmen to go on
strike again Yesterday, there was a warning strike. That should be enough.
Instead of allowing them to go on strike for more number of days, it will be
better and appropriate for the Government and for the concerned authorities
to bring forward certain proposals by which the rights of the pressmen can
be guaranteed. If they are on strike for more days, then, the country will go
without newspapers, and a country without newspapers will be m total
darkness as that of a midnight. So, my submission, my prayer, to the
Government and to the concerned authorities, through you, Sir, is that
without delay the pressmen's rights should be guaranteed and urgent steps
should be taken in that regard. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the
Special Mention and ] fully share the views expressed by my colleagues. So
far as the Wage Board is concerned, when the Wage Board was accepted
by the Government, a Tripartite Agreement was signed; then, it became an
Act, a law. Now, every State Government and the Central Government
must enforce that Act. But, unfortunately, it is not being enforced. When
the matter was raised earlier, the Central Government took the position that
it was the duty of the State Government to enforce that agreement. But,
Sir, it is an Act. Itis a statute. So, it is the State Government as well as the
Central Government who must enforce it. I appeal to the Government to
enforce it, and see to it that the recommendations of the Wage Board are
implemented. Kindly don't neglect the people of the Fourth Estate.

+sft AEWE JTHTH W (SR W) ¢ IR g8, F o !
TAN WEE eXAT E, 3N 5 a8 uw aEm qu 2 ok wf w3 swe
arEfiad ok T Swva W SR R 2, dfd g e ofew S 7 A
T | 39! A 9 &) R B9 W ekt € 7 59 ar) a3 31 meR
IWHEN W & | el gl # o dR W I8 <@ 1 & 5 &1 e & sr@ar
&, IRy andfY org 91 g o 7 iR soie s m R N awi g § | s
@A S qgT Bd T g & ' B0 AR F) PG ) ST A 99 <,

+Transliteration of the speech in Persian script is available in the Hindi version of the

debate.
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FiifFp goagie ME A off srR &7 args [ 79 T 2. AT T WA A
T ¥ @ S a8 o T8 &, R [ seveme M A & 1 wR @
FTT AED! BT A WE G F g 2E 7 P RNl IR w E 59
IrgRY 7 ft & T @ U @ & O & T Feiia anfe ey €1 warer
JEIRT ¥ A € WF 91 IR WS Y AR 7E 918 919 wE F e A
I AR P g I W A A Fipd oM | 3R AT FT g W vF adwT
2 | o9 TRE TR SR ATAre F off sga o) ¥ A ¥ ol agg 9 W
W oo B & R 5 A w wifte, Afdw S wmar g1 9ud STt
IiTERd gt & 3R 3 95 9o €, 3 950 U9 AR 2 ) TRE @ FWARE B
W 8, g A &1 N 1 T RS BT AU RB Jaaood H H §F
a1 2 | A orr 5t fie 1 ] TR B, A I fow 3 @ TR U
WER & & | gaefa o, § I8 a0 oo SEm Tea § B SR e A )
W) Al TR N R F 5 H o | 9 UADR HATE TR BT BT ab AT
o1 3R I ER & IWERI IR ST Q¥ WHN ERT WABY JdIS &1 ]
foor e o | zEfoR A B o Ak W W gwd Romed ff & 7w a9 @
7RY | o #=H B Reged ff, war @) Reaad of @ graex @ ar] g
o | 3 WRE At W 39 99 B, Rogd Sga & IR W A o TRy | F
S T S @) 91 DY g &7 g TEA g [ I gie @) fAwiRerd &1 @y T
HET WER B! FAGK & | TR A G WHR IF Y TE B gl ) Y
WA AF] F AR | 39 JERIT B ALTOR @A §Y F I I@IRW BT T&l
R 78 oo e & ARt A Rl § s 3= €, S wEe orEsR €,
e TgR, <IN oifp ST @Y e ¥ 8 axal, 9% B AQWAR Sl HETe
o ¥ 1 fah rut 10 1l wuar oy RrelBeR! ar i arees ar f&d &
wmmmwmv@mmﬁﬂ?@mmﬁmmés
g Td o €, ) gad & Ry sruard T o €, § S9 angeR) Y g 781
A | BT W THE SIRT-U-ATY 98 oRgER ® §ddal ¥ IR S
SERA-U-RTe & Y 98 srmIR o) & 9 § | ofdT o gvRm oo &
IEER &, O 7 & U 7Y VIT BT Wb & AR T g5 99 8, ST IRFIRM
o1 T IR TR, IuH R TR e A A €, S99 srwARm™ &
Rdést #) g a8 & B 10-10, 15-15 910 9% ol w0 ¢ @ v &,
Aftee 991 RUESt &1 37 sr@ert @1 RuidR &€ 51 oiar &1 &) o9 8% W B
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P B AR T @ex Ao B, IT A9 R dex 48N R S A St
2l g oft 3% & wIRT & R wmarl 59 # A o 9w @1 B Retfve
T8 T o) goe & P 9 TS 9 IEAR A O B SW IWAR #§, W IRGEAR A
o B goEGE AR A HH B W T AR T e Fega pedia A
wifg 99 @Y fie® Jerdt 21 wEiew, 9 S99 @ oW WSt gug &, st
UGS E

e, & R S99 omeR @1 T <@ W o 5 Rgwm & I’
THER AFEER € g I AR o 39 &) el ok Su & e & 98 &1 €
e frew # doaw et vea &, 7T 98 o W e dea €, i o o
H1 FFR T WA TH U9 § G TS¥ 0 of ST Uadl &, U gaRid ol
15 Ra & feay €, 09 oroerK st 8 9 & P € ok R 8 R &=
TR UGT W1 B, BCd @) Cd0 IR ITPY S AWAR D WA TE oW
ST - S IFEARE A IS T A1 ook R # PR € 1 9dea, S9 @
et & i SeR 3 @wE @ o Bfcdie B TR | U9 RgERE S
S-S § S §¢ €, 99 & UR ) WeR &1 sfcHe 8N ARVl 89 SEE @
g W BT "B ¢ & oo N 98 3N & EeNd oM & gRT TE U%
S | ST W BN & 9 39 A 3R B9 JUST IR & dTaR B <& df a8
TG THTHY § | TR Aol JREENI, TAR WRR EER o o SEE A
BUQ T, TR DY SEHI A BUW &, I 3 gl | 37T 9gd ghg § AR 39 E
BT PR T B BT FAETS T ¥ |

e 9 IR dfes A9 WL B A BT & fAY 87 A3t 3R B AWARM BT 7
TOR ¥ gT Heen TN 3R AR TV v ey o & ame § g8 ol
JH e W E | T wE & G A SO O qE Bl § | 9gd-9gd
gfeean |

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I rise to
associate myself fully with the sentiments expressed by all sections of the
House. 1 think it is more or less a unanimous sentiment. Sir, the only issue
that [ would like to bring before this House is, there is a sense of deja vu.

Every session when we meet, we bring this up at least once. Ever since the
Bachawat Award came, as my colleague who spoke before me just now

204



[9 MAY, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

1.00 P.M

said, we are at a loss to understand whether the responsibility is to be fixed
because raising the issue in Parliament has very little consequence unless the
Government -- whichever Government is reponsibile at the Centre; whether
it is this Government or that Government -- takes the responsibility to see
that it is implemented. Sir I also think that it is very unfortunate that we
stand here, today again raising this issue. We speak in international fora
about the proud legacy of our democracy and about 50 years of Indian
democratic experience. India stands as a democracy when other
democracies around us have all given in to other forms of majoritarian
communalism or any other form of dictatorship and Government, because
we have a free and fair Press. We have to think of the people behind the
free and fair Press, especially when we think today, Sir, about the modern
pressures on the free and fair Press, the pressures of commerce that are
brought to bear on the free and fair Press. When we look at the
newspapers - I mean no disrespect to any particular newspaper or any
particular person present here, -- it seems to me that the object of the
managements of those newspapers is to deliver all the readers to the
advertisers. In the face of that kind of pressure of commerce, in the face
of commerce from multinationals, in the face of problems from vested
interests, we should be proud of the fact that we have a free and farr Press,
that we have a fearless band of journalists who are dedicated to bringing the
truth out in this democracy, the fact that knowledge is the key to
democracy, that without knowledge, there will be no power, and it will be a
completely meaningless democracy without any kind of knowledge. This
is & very unfortunate fact, Sir, that we have to stand here in Parliament,
time and again, to ask that justice be done to this band of people who are as
much responsible for the preservation of our democracy as any freedom
fighter, as any poltical person, as any individual here, who is committed to
preserving India's unity and mtegrity. Therefore, Sir, [ would lke to
conclude by calling upon the Minister who is present over here, the Minister
of Information who is present over here, to rise and give a commitment.
We are not apportioning blame. It is not this Government or that
Government. I remember even in previous Governments, in this House we
have raised the question of Bachawat Award.

But let them now have the courage to get up and tell the house a
specific time-frame within which the Bachawat Award and the other awards
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following that Award will be implemented so that justice is done to the
journalists who have been waiting for a long time for this.

SHRI P. N. SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, 1 fully associate myself with
the sentiments, the feelings and the observations made in this House. It is
very sad to note that in a democratic country the people belonging to the
Fourth Estate are forced to come out to the streets for the redressal of their
demands. Everybody must realise and appreciate the importance of the
services rendered by journalists in this country or, for that matter, in any
other democratic country, and especially those who are benefited by their
services must do their best (o get them out of the trouble that they are in
now. Now, it goes to the credit of our party, the DMK which is running
the Government in the State of Tamil Nadu, that it has implemented some
schemes for the welfare of the journalists. For example, we are paying a
pension of Rs.1500 per month to the journalists. To the family of the
journalists who die i harness, the Government of Tamil Nadu gives
Rs.50,000. I would like to say, as the other hon. Members of this House
have also been mentioning, that the Government should implement the
Bachawat Award and do the needful to help the journalists who have been
forced to come out to the streets for redressal of their grievances. We, in
Tamil Nadu, also provide accommodation to the journalists and we
appreciate the services rendered by them. Especially, in a democratic
country like ours, it is the Government's duty to attend to and redress the .
grievances of the journalists immediately.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LAW,
JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI O.
RAJAGOPAL): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to assure the House that the
Government is equally concerned about the issues regarding which the hon.
Members have expressed their views. [ assure the House that the views
expressed by the hon. Members will be conveyed to the concerned Minister.
.. (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Sir, we have great respect
for Shri O. Rajagopal. ... (Interruptions)...But the Minister of Information
and Broadcasting is sitting here... (Interruptions)... This is no reflection on
Shri O. Rajagopal but if the Mmister of Information and Broadcasting...
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SHRI MD. SALIM: He’'is one of our own Members. Let him
speak.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING AND MINISTER OF STATE
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DISINVESTMENT (SHRI ARVN JAITLEY):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, the matter relating to the constitution ancl implementation
of the wage-board for working and non-working journalsts comes directly
under the Ministry of Labour. The Ministry of Labour is seized of this
issue. The representatives of the media organisations, the journalist
employees had met along with the Minister of Labour and myself the hon.
Prime Minister also two days ago and brought these facts to his notice. [
have got the sense of the House and since the Mmnistry of Labour is directly
dealing with it, I assure the House that I shall convey it to the hon. Labour
Minister for his appropriate action. ...(Tnterruptions)...

MESSAGES FROM LOK SABHA
I. The Sugarcane Control (Additional Powers) Repeal Bill, 2000
II. The Food Corporatior (Amendment) Bill, 2000

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have to report to the House the
following messages received from the Lok Sabha signed by the
Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:-

I. "In accordance with the provisions of rule 120 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed
to inform you that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on the 8th May,
2000, agreed without any amendment to the Sugarcane Control
(Additional Powers) Repeal Bill, 2000, which was passed by
Rajya Sabha at its sitting held on the 17th April, 2000

II. "In accordance with the provisions of rule 120 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed
to inform you that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on the 8th May;
2000, agreed without any amendment to the Food Corporatiens
(Amendment) Bill, 2000, which was passed by Rajya Sabha at
its sitting held on the 17th April, 2000".
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