[ 15 March, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

violation of the code of conduct of the Judiciary or any high office
whatsoever of our country. Thank you.

Service Rules For Lady Pilots of Indian Airlines

PROF. (SHRIMATI) BHARATI RAY (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak. Sir, despite
the constitutional provision of equality, irrespective of caste, class and gender,
we see inequalities in these three areas. Therefore, Sir, I wish to draw the
attention of the House to a case of gender discrimination in our own Indian
Airlines. Sir, we are proud of our lady pilots and the Indian Airlines also
declare that they are proud of their lady pilots. They employ the maximum
number of lady pilots among all the commercial Airlines. But Sir, there are no
service rules for lady pilots. Of course, they are granted maternity leave. But I
understand that as soon as pregnancy in them is detected, they are not
allowed to fly, and what is more, they are given leave without pay. Sir,
pregnancy is not an offence, at least, it is not an offence according to the law
of the land, it is not a disease, it is a natural condition, natural to womanhood.
To penalise her for being pregnant is a case of blatant gender discrimination.
Why should the lady pilot suffer financially because of pregnancy? If the
medical authorities opine against the lady pilot flying during pregnancy, they
should be given some ground jobs, and that too, in accordance with their
grades. Their seniority must not suffer because of this change in their nature
of work. At least up to two children, they should be given this facility and
they must not suffer either financial loss or loss of seniority on account of
pregnancy. I request the hon. Minister of Civil Aviation to instruct the Indian
Airlines to frame appropriate service rules for the lady pilots.

Unhygienic and Reckless Conditions Prevailing In Bottling Plants of
Soft Drink Companies Causing Health Hazards
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The Nutrition Research Laboratory at Hyderabad, in its annual
report for the period from 1st October, 1965 to 30th September, 1966, on
page 73, says:

"The results, which are presented in Table 29, indicated that the gain
in body weight of animals consuming Coca Cola was" significantly
lower than that of the other three groups. This appeared to be a
direct result of the lowered food intake in this group. Animals
receiving Coca Cola consumed about twice the volume of fluid as
those drinking tap-water."

3rnt of>FT *rart -
"Levels of haemoglobin were not different in the various groups but
serum albumin levels were significantly lowered in the group

consuming Coca Cola."

"Analysis of Coca Cola revealed that it had a pH of 2.7, a total solid
content of 12 per cent and contained caffeine."
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"It was observed that the total ash content of both these organs were
slightly lower in animals receiving Coca Cola as compared to those
receiving tap-water.""
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11 8 f% Prof. Hiren Mukherjee said:

" A Frenchman once told an Indian when the latter was asked what
his national drink was. The Indian for a while scratched his head
and then came out with the answer, "I suppose, it is water." Then,
the French man turned round and said, "What? You mean the stuff
you wash with?" Whatever the French man's reaction, our national
drink is God's pure water, Adam's ale.

I do not see why there should be any reason that obnoxious
substitutes, like Coca Cola or Pepsi Cola, or whatever else you might
call them, should be an instrument of extracting out of our country
not only the hard-earned money of our people but also of damaging
their health."
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Irregularities in Sankhya Vahini Project
of Information technology
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