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Ruthless Acid attacks on Dalits in Uttar Pradesh

SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY (Karnataka): Sir, | wish to raise the
issue of ruthless attacks on the Dalits in Uttar Pradesh. Sir, | would
like to draw your attention to the fact that in Uttar Pradesh Dalits are
living under a siege. On 20" October 12 Dalits were attacked with
acid mercilessly. It was a heinous act of cruelty. What is surprising is,
this attack took place at Bilampur village in Barabanki district which is
just 20 kms. away from the State Capital Lucknow. The Dalits who
were attacked were admitted to Mukherjee Hospital. Two persons lost
their eyesight because immediate medical treatment was not
available to them and there is a chance that many more people may
lose their eyesight because acid was thrown directly into their eyes. It
was shocking to know that the police did not provide any help to the
victims and even refused to file an FIR.

Sir, it is very unfortunate that even after 53 years of Independence
some sections of the society still represent the old chauvinist theory
and want to suppress the oppressed classes.
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In the wake of this incident where the State Government is totally
helpless, the Central Government should intervene and take stock of
the situation and help the oppressed classes. The Central
Government should send a fact-finding team and also provide some
relief to the victims of this acid attack and punish those people who
are responsible for this ruthless act. Thank you .
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Projects of Karnatka State pending With the Government
of India for clearance.

SHRI K. C. KONDAIAH (Karnataka): Sir, there are 144 proposals of
the Karnataka Government relating to agriculture, irrigation, power
and other priority sectors which are awaiting approval of the Central
Government. Most of them are irrigation projects. Sir, because of the
abnormal delay in clearing the proposals, some of these proposals
are not being implemented. Because of the delay there is cost-
escalation of these projects. The available resources are not utilised
fully. This year alone, 67 proposals have been sent by the Karnataka
Government. For example, the Upper Tunga Project is pending since
1992. To create employment in the agricultural sector and to
complete irrigation projects to achieve overall development in the
State of Karnataka, these proposals should be cleared in a time-
bound manner. |, therefore, request the hon. Prime Minister to kindly
ensure that action is taken to accord approval to all these proposals.
Thank you.
Artificial shortage of Cement

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | would like to
bring to the notice of this august House and the Government an
artificial shortage of cement being created by the cement
manufacturers. Since the consumers of cement are at the receiving
end, the cement manufacturers are now dictating terms to them. The
leading cement manufacturers have ganged up to squeeze the
consumers. They are in total seller's market. Despite having
excess capacity, the leading manufacturers are not
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