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SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION 

Recent increase in prices of rice, wheat, kerosene, LPG and other 
items of daily consumption 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL (Bihar): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am gratefiil to 
you for allowing me to raise this discussion on behalf of my party. Before, I 
touch upon some of the specific issues, I would like to make some broad 
points. We are all aware of the fact that ever since 1990 we have been 
committed to open up the economy and to follow a policy of economic 
liberalization. We are committed not only in terms of our international 
obligations but also in terms of the fact that the then prevailing situation calls 
for some drastic action. It was found that this was probably the most rationale 
policy to follow in order to alleviate the prevailing economic conditions. But of 
course, economic liberalization does not mean economic slavery. 

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD. SALIM) in the Chair] 

We must also remember the fact that when you give to individuals 
and entities a free play, and these are persons who benefit from the 
functioning of the economic system - they are the creamy layer of the SQciety 
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you must also ensure at the same time that the economic system does not 
function harshly as far as lower echelon of the society is concerned. We must 
ensure that the economic system does not help the creamy layer. I think it is a 
historic fact that the economic system over the years has functioned unjustly. 
The system as it functions tends to make the rich richer and the poor poorer. 
That is the fact of life. The Government must not do anything to accelerate the 
inherent injustice of that system. The ultimate task of the Government is to 
protect the poor, the needy* and the hapless and the success of the 
Govemment depends on the extent to which the Government can protect the 
poor, the needy and the hapless. When there is a free market economy, all the 
Govemment can do is to take some corrective measures because it must 
proceed on the basis that it must follow a policy of least intervention in a pure, 
free market economy and try and get rid of the imbalance. But when you are 
talking of the economic system in which a section of the economy is 
administered by the Govemment itself, the only function of the Govemment is 
to protect the poor, those who are the have-nots of the society. I am here now 
talking about the pricing system in respect of administered commodities and 
the responsibility of the Govemment in this regard. Here, you cmnot blame the 
trader, you cannot blame the industrialist. If at all you have anybody to blame - 
if the system has not functioned to alleviate the conditions of the poor - the 
blame lies squarely at the foot of the Govemment. This is where we come to 
the specifics of this discussion. That is why 1 wanted to make some broad 
points. The question is, has the Govemment, in fact, been able to discharge its 
responsibility to protect the poorest of the poor of this country? Sir, once I am 
through with the discussion, the answer will be a clear 'no'. You are a 
Govemment which belongs to the creamy layer. Your policies are to benefit 
the creamy layer. Sir, in your pursuit to benefit the creamy layer, you have lost 
out... 

SHRI B. P. SINGHAL (Uttar Pradesh): In what capacity dc you think 
this Govemment belongs to the creamy layer? There are three poor people 
represented here. 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, when I look at you, the proof is in front of 
me. The proof. Sir, is here in front of me. 

SHRI B. P. SINGHAL: The same holds good for the opposite side 
also. 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, let me start the discussion with the issue of 
prices of food articles because those are basic articles which affect the 
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ordinary citizen of this country. Just last month, the inflation in food articles 
alone was 2.7 per cent. If you convert it to the annual rate of inflation, it comes 
to about 35 per cent. According to my understanding. Sir, the last result of this 
inflationary trend is the cut in food subsidies which has led to this 
unprecendented rise in the prices of foodgrains. 1 may just point out. Sir, that for 
the below-the-povery-line families, for purchasing just one kilogram of rise, 
previously they had to pay a sum of Rs. 3.50. Today, they have to pay Rs. 
5.85. Previously, to purchase one kilogram of wheat they had to pay Rs. 2.50; 
today, they have to pay Rs. 4.20. For the above-the-poverty-line families, the 
situation is, the earlier was Rs. 9.05; today, it is Rs. 11.70. In the case if wheat, 
from Rs. 6.82, it has been increased to Rs. 8.40. That is, an overall increase of 
68 per cent. In fact, Sir, this policy, according to me, will, in fact, increase the 
subsidy bill. Let me tell you why. Today, presently, we have a stock with the FCI 
of 32 million tonnes of foodgrains, whereas , the necessary stock that is 
considered feasible and appropriate is only 50 million tonnes. That is the 
optimum for food security. In fact. Sir, 1 might point out to you that to carry this 
additional stock, what is the cost to the Food Corporation of India? I am 
quoting an article from the Economic Times of 13th April, 2000. This is what it 
says: "Grain stock piling of this magnitude is bound to push the food subsidy 
well above the budgetary provision of Rs. R,IOO crores despite the recent hike 
in the prices of foodgrains sold through the public distribution system." The 
carrying cost of these grains — this is the stock cost — alone would work out 
to be Rs. 7540 crores, at the rate of Rs. 1800 crores per tonne, per year. Even 
at a conservative estimate, the value of this embarrasingly bulky grain reserves 
would cover Rs. 41,000 crores. The interest charged - 13.21 per cent of the 
blocked money would be around Rs. 5466 crores. So, when you have a stock, 
an excess stock of 50 million tonnes, the carrying cost of which is over Rs. 
6000 crores, then who, Sir, are you benefiting? Are you benefiting the 
consumer, the poor man, who tills the soil in the rural areas of this country, who 
does not earn more than twenty rupees a day? How is he going to be able to 
buy the foodgrains at prices at which you are trying to sell them, by reducing 
the subsidies? In fact, this is going to increase your subsidy Bill. What is 
happening is that, on the one hand, by April I, 2000, there is going to be a free 
import of agricultural commodities; the prices of agricultural commodities in the 
market are going to come down and the procurement prices are going to go up 
because of reduced subsidies in fertiliser and other things. The result is that 
the prices in 
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the open market will be down, your procurement prices will be high, your stock 
prices will be high, your carrying cost will be Rs. 6000 crores and that cheap 
food will not reach the people who want to buy it because they won't have the 
money and the capacity to buy it. In fact, Sir, do you know that people, who live 
below the poverty line, are not able to buy even 10 kgs. of rice? You have 
increased the food offtake to 20 kgs. They do not have the capacity to buy 
even 10 kgs. because, in order to buy 10 kgs., you need Rs.60, since the new 
price of rice is Rs.5.85 per kg. So, you need sixty rupees. Which person in the 
rural areas saves sixty rupees? He lives from hand to mouth. He is in debt. 
You must have heard yesterday that in Gujarat, in Rajasthan and especially in 
Andhra Pradesh, farmers are committing suicide because the money- lender is 
asking them to return his money and you expect that farmer to buy 10 kgs. of 
rice! So, then, whom are you benefiting. Sir? That is why I said, you are a 
creamy-layer Government. In fact, this is going to lead to impoverishment. That 
is the second point I wish to make. Why do I say it leads to impoverishment. 
Sir? Do you know that in 10 kgs. of cereals, the total intake of calories is 1460. 
But the minimum requirement is 2400 calories for every person. If a person 
cannot afford to buy 10 kgs of rice, that means he cannot have even the 
normal intake of calories required for his basic nutrition. Now, you want to link 
the PDS to the economic cost and you are increasing the cost to that poor man 
who cannot get even 1460 calories per day. You are going to have a situation 
where there will be large-scale starvations in the country. You are going to 
reach Sub-Sahara African conditions, if you do not help the poor, and help 
them quickly. In fact, I want to share with this House that this concept of only 
35% of the people living below the poverty line does not quite reflect the extent 
of poverty in this country. Fifty per cent of the people in this country are mal-
nourished; 56% of the people of this country cannot meet their energy 
requirements. 74% of the people of this country cannot meet their daily protein 
requirements. In Dharavi, which is the largest slum in Asia, the total population 
of which is half-a-million people, only 151 families have below the poverty line 
cards. So, if only 151 families have below the poverty line cards in a slum of 
half-a-million people, whom are you trying to help and whom are you trying to 
protect? 

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: The hon. Member has been continuously 
saying 'you, you, you,' pointing at us. The hon. Member is supposed to 
address the Ghair. 
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: In fact, I can quite understand the concern of the 
hon. Member, because, obviously, he is not quite aware of these figures as he 
lives in an urban, developed, area. He is not aware. 

May I also indicate here another concern of mine, which is agitating 
me, Sir? 1 have recently heard that big multinational companies, because of 
the differential in the BPL and the APL, are coming and directly buying from the 
farmers, especially in Punjab. Multinational companies like Kargill, Godrej, ITC 
Agro, Hindustan Lever know the differential between the BPL price and the 
APL price. They want to go directly to the farmer, buy that grain at a lower 
price, keep that in their ovm stock for six or nine months and sell at a huge 
profit in the market, not to benefit the BPL people, but to benefit themselves. 
Stocks at the FCI are overfull. Perhaps, you are not quite aware of the fall-out 
of your policies. 

The question is, today, there is concern that the Food Corporation 
will not be able to lifl more than 10 MT of wheat from Punjab and Haryana. I 
am not saying it myself because of what I have mentioned. This is again a 
report of the Economic Times of 12th April, 2000. This is going to impoverish 
this country. There are going to be no takers in the fair price shops. The 
above-poverty-line citizens of this country are going to go to the open market 
system to buy stocks, and the BPL people do not have the access because 
they do not have the economic capacity to purchase the foodgrains. 

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair] 

Madam, let me come to the other aspect of the matter, namely, the 
reduction of subsidies for petrol and natural gas. We had a debate the other 
day in the House. What is significant here is that the reduction of subsidy has 
taken place in respect of kerosene, which will be brought down to 33.33% by 
2000-01; and on LPG, it will be brought down to 15% by the year 2000-01. 
There has been no change, as far as the diesel prices are concerned. There 
is no change as far as motor spirit is concerned. As far as aviation turbine fuel 
is concerned, there is an increase by Rs.2. This is despite the fact that you 
have taken a policy decision in 1997 that it should be brought on par. 

The question here is, in the policy options of the Government, the 
burden that you are placing is on the poor man who uses kerosene day in and 
day. out for cooking and for his daily use. You are reducing the subsidy on 
kerosene and LPG, without touching motor spirit and diesel. So, in your 
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policy options, you are reducing the subsidies, but you are shifting the burden 
on to the poorest of the poor. 

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: The hon. Member has to address the Chair. If 
he addresses properly, why will I interrupt? (Interruptions) 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think, he means through me, the 
Goveniment. ...(Interruptions).. He can use the words "they are doing this". ... 
(Interruptions)... 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Madam, in fact, ever since this decision has 
been taken, there has been a sharp rise in the prices of kerosene and cooking 
gas in recent times. 1 am now quoting from The Economic Times of March 23, 
2000 wherein it is stated that in Delhi the rate of kerosene per litre has 
increased from Rs.2.67 to Rs.5.46 and the rate of cooking gas per cylinder has 
been increased from Rs. 151.60 to Rs. 196, in Calcutta it has been increased 
from Rs.3 to Rs.5.87 in the case of kerosene and Rs. 170 to Rs.221 in the 
case of cooking gas, in Chennai it has been increased from Rs.2.80 to Rs.5.64 
in'the case of kerosene and from Rs. 155 to Rs.202 in the ca.se of cooking gas 
and in Mumbai it has been increased from Rs.2.75 to Rs.5.57 in the case of 
kerosene and from Rs. 153 to Rs. 198 in the case of cooking gas. So, 
ultimately, the pressure of inflation that the Government is imposing rests on the 
shoulders of the ordinary consumers of this country who cannot afford it. I can 
understand if they, in fact, tax those sections of the society and increase prices 
or lower the subsidies on those commodities which are not consumed by the 
ordinary people of this country. But, who could expect that of the Government 
because we know the benefit they get during the elections from certain sections 
of the society. They cannot afford to increase the prices of diesei any more. 
So, this is the problem that we have with the policies of the Government. 
Madam, the problem is that whereas the Government is liberalising, reducing 
subsidies, the focus on the reduction of subsidies is on commodities which are 
essential to the daily needs of such consumers who do not have the 
wherewithal even to live on daily basis. The result is that there is inflation in that 
regard and the ordinary man cannot survive and the burden is on the poorest 
of the poor. How does the Government justify that? Madam, this is the 
question that I put to the Government. The other point that I want to touch 
upon, Madam, at this point of time is that there have been recent proposals in 
the Budget which also push prices higher.   I am now referring to the excise tax 
proposals.   Madam, the 
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Government has, in fact, increased the rate of excise on certain items from 8 
to 16 per cent and has lowered the excise on certain commodities from 24 to 
16 per cent. Now, if you look at the details of this carefully, you will find that 
the commodities where the excise has been increased from 8 to 16 per cent 
are those commodities which are consumed by the ordinary persons, and the 
commodities where the excise has been reduced from 24 to 16 per cent are 
white goods. The result again is that because of the financial policies of the 
Government, the burden is falling on those poor people for whom the excise 
rate has gone up from 8 to 16 per cent. How does the Government justify 
that? Then they tell us, look, the rate of inflation "has been an all-time-low. 
There is, in fact, a reason for that and that reasons is that the basis for 
calculating the wholesale price index has been changed by the Government 
very recently. In fact, an official committee was appointed and it examined the 
wholesale price index and updated it and made the base-year 1993-94 instead 
of 1980-81. The reason for this shift and the lowering of the Whole Sale Price 
Index is something that 1 wanted to share with the hon. Members of this 
House. Now, they have called out a new set of basket of items which are 435 
in number. In those 435 items, they have added 136 new items like aerated 
water, pan masala, cakes, computers and a lot. What they have fijrther done 
is, the share of primary articles, which originally was 32 per cent in this basket, 
has been reduced to 22 per cent and the share of the manufactured articles, 
which was 57 per cent in this basket, has been increased to 64 per cent. We 
know for a fact that as far as the manufactured articles are concerned, because 
of liberalisation of imports and competition in white goods and the F.D. 
Investments in this country, there is no buyer in the market and the prices have 
come down. And, because the prices have come down in the manufactured 
articles and because the number of primary articles have been reduced from 
32 per cent to 22 per cent, the Wholesale Price Index has gone down. Clearly, 
the Wholesale Price Index has gone down because, now, with the fresh basket 
of articles of 435 items, with the manufactured articles put in there, whose 
prices have gone down, the over-all price index has gone down. The question 
then is something that I now want to share again with the House. I am now 
quoting again a Report of the Economic Times of 3rd March, 2000.. It says, 
"What we see is a situation where luxury goods are getting cheaper while 
basic necessities are increasing." So, there is a manipulation even in the 
Wholesale Price Index. That is why I want to point out that in the week ending 
April I, 2000, the rate of inflation was 4.22 
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per cent. I am here quoting again from the figures given in the 'Economic 
Times' of 25th March, 2000. The week ending April 1, 2000, the rate of 
inflation for the n:(bnth is, 4.22 per cent, you can imagine what is going to 
happen at the end of the year. Not only that, Madam, the rate of inflation for 
the sectors of food, power and lubricants - you all ioiow that food, energy and 
lubricants are the three items which the ordinary man uses - is 12.8 per cent. 
So, what does this show? This shows that your economic policies are hurting. 
Whom? The poorest of the poor. It shows that the rate of inflation in respect of 
commodities that are used by the ordinary man is over 12 per cent to 13 per 
cent. What does this further show? It shows that you are implementing the 
liberalisation programmes in such a way as to force the poor man, poorest the 
of the poor to share the burden and not putting any burden on the rich man. 
Which is why I called you as a "Creamy layer 
Government"...(Interruptions)...No, no. The creamy layer will itself be 
eliminated. What happens is, because of creamy layer, you accumulate fat. 
When you accumulate fat, you get slothfiil. When you get slothful, you become 
inefficient and when you become inefficient, you lose power. That is going to 
happen. It is the person who has skimmed milk that is always healthy. I would 
not take much time. Madam. The overall picture, therefore, that emerges is, 
that is a need of the hour is to evolve a consensus. I am sure that nobody in 
the Treasury Benches - the Government - would like that the effect of their 
policies should ultimately place an increasing burden on the poor. Nobody, no 
hon. Member of the House would like that. Madam, ultimately, the success of 
the Government depends on the extent to which the Government is able to 
protect the poor. Therefore, instead of announcing the policies of the cuff, 
reducing tariffs, you are allowing your foodgrains to be accumulated, allowing 
Australian wheat to be imported and be sold at a cheaper price in India, 
allowing sugar to be imported from Pakistan when your own sugarcane farmers 
are suffering and when your sugar manufacturers are suffering, allowing edible 
oils to be imported at a time when, in fact, your oilseed production is going 
down. You must take a long-term view of your economic policies. Try to 
develop a consensus. This is not a debate in which I want to point a finger at 
you. I am only trying to place before you certain facts and figures to show that 
you are going astray. Therefore, the Government's economic policy is not 
helping the ordinary man, the poorest of the poor in this country. I think the 
Government will take note of what I have said and will rationalise its policies 
and programmes in the times to come. 
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Thank you very much. 
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����)... 
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����)... 
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 �� ���(:&�  <�$ : ;��%� ��	 A� 4��� 	��$; � ...(�
����)... 
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. O��� ह< 0��� 50  ����-  >�[  ��*��-  �%  6�� �ह% � =� 50  ����-  �" 3
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� ���Eg  �� >�� �ह� ह< �  ;	��$�  <�  ��%�7� 
�%�%  �%  �">"� �� �� ����� �% $� ��� ��
� ह< �ह �� A��� >���� &�ह�� ह'" � �� ����� �% 
��U	% 6 �ह��% �� 57.3  	�4 ;	��$� ��%�7� ��; ह� � ...(�
����)... 1999-2000 �� ;� ��	 
�� +��� �� ह���� ����� �% 42  	�4 ;	��$�  <� ��%�7� ��	�$ ��; ह� � ...(�
����)... =�  
�.��% �� F��� ��4; � A� �>�� 
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ह �����  +YU% ��
*  ���%   A %  >l�� $� 
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ह ����� 2001  �� 1.10  ���X ��%�7� �%7����

 �� �%�% $� �ह� ह< � 

SHRI MD. SALIM (West Bengal): Madam, I have a point of order. 
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We are having the Short Duration Discussion, 7V-* W
'�%7� �W1�7� �� &��	,  %ह'", 
���� �� �%	, ���/  <� =�  �<��� 0���   �� +�
 �1�.Z" �%  �'̀ 

 �� ह�	 ह� �� ह./  �!_o �� 
&&e A�c� �� ह< � 
 

 �� ��#!��
 �"��-�� ��" :  �� �ह� �� �ह� ह'" � 

 �� �(ह4�� ���� :  �ह��
�, ����  ��>
 �%  ��E �$�� �ह? ह��� &��ह; �  $� �'`
 
�!_o ह./ ह<, 0��% $� ��1
� 0Q��� ह./ ह<, 0��%  >��% �� ह� &&e  �� �ह% ह� �  ����� �� 
+&����J� ���� �� ��`W  �� ह� ���� ह� � A���  �f�� ��	% � �� ����� +��� >�� >��; 
	%���  ह��  ��� �� i
�� 7V-*  W
'�%7� �W1�7� �% W�
�-*  �ह? ����  &��ह; � 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your very wise advice to 
the House. The main thing is that he is driving a point, perhaps, to show 
where the money was spent. He is justifying his speech. He has the right to 
justify his speech. If you are not happy, you can reply to him. 
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 �� ���X
 2�; 
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+��% OV��-  �� �% 0X��� �� O��� ����1-� �" W  �� ...(�
����)... 
 

 �� ���2#> ?*-',
�- (0X���) : 0X��� �� �
� ��� �� ? ...(�
����)... 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Let him make his speech. Okay, let him 
fmish. 
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A�� �>�% ����� ह< � ��
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SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): Madam, the Queen Marie 
Antoinette of France had advised the people to buy cake if they cannot afford 
to buy bread. Afterwards, history might have absolved her because of her 
ignorance, but I cannot say the same thing about the Ministers who are 
coming to this House again and again and educating us on how important it is 
to increase the price of milk by IGO per cent, the price of kerosene by 100 per 
cent, the price of food-grains by 68 per cent or 71 per cent for the people who 
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are living below the poverty-line. If the economy can absorb the price rise, 
yes, they, in their wisdom, can do so, but it is not so. Therefore, 1 feel, they 
should call a meeting of the representatives of all the political parties and 
discuss the matter and finally see whether they can roll back the prices or not. 
My point is, if they do not roll back the prices, their decision of increasing the 
prices will ruin the people and bring about a disaster to"our economy, 
especially our agricultural economy. 

The other day they increased the price of the milk. As a result, its 
demand has drastically gone down, because the people at large cannot afford 
the milk at the increased price. If you see in the Parliament House and the 
Parliament House Annexe, the demand for milk has gone down by 300 litres a 
day. 

Madam, so far as the poverty level is concerned, serious and 
disturbing trends are being reported. There have been surveys conducted by 
the National Sample Survey, survey made by individual economists and also 
survey made by the World Bank. The NSS suirvey does not have the figures 
about urban employment, but, it says, the rural employment has gone down. It 
says, the male participation in employment was 56 per cent in the year 1987-
88. It has gone down to 54 per cent in the year 1998. The female participation 
in rural employment during the same period has gone down from 33 per cent to 
26 per cent. Therefore, they cannot afford to buy these commodities at the 
prevailing prices. According to the NSS survey, the rural consumption 
expenditure has gone down from Rs. 164 in 1987-88 to Rs. 153 in 1997-98. 
According to the Government's survey and also according to the World Bank's 
recent report published three weeks back, 16 per cent of the lowest income 
households in India had an average income of Rs. 1,045/-, and the next 18.5 
per cent had an average income of Rs.2,026/-. It reveals an alarming 
situation. Therefore, you cannot go ahead with this heavy increase in 
prices.Madam, 1 do not subscribe to their argument that the rate of inflation has 
been going down. According to the Economic Survey, during the first ten 
years, from 1980-91 to 1991-92, the Consumer Price Index had gone up by 
138 per cent. During the period when they introduced the reforms, the 
Consumer Price Index had gone up by 114 per cent, during the first eight 
years itself. This price rise is the biggest mechanism to make the poor, 
poorer. The Economic Survey figure says that the allocation of wheat and rice 
was the lowest in the year 1999-2000. Both the allocation and the offtake was 
miserable. The wheat offtake was only 2.6 million tonnes, 
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against 8.8 million tonnes in 1991-92. The offtake of rice was 50.4 million 
tonnes, against 10.17 million tonnes. You are lecturing to us that you have to 
double the quota so that the people are benefited. According to an 
assessment made by Prof Suryanarayana Rao, after the price hike, the offtake 
among the lowest 10 per cent of below-the- poverty- line people will go down by 
35 per cent. Therefore, after implementing this new price mechanism you need 
not pay a single paisa as food subsidy because according to a formula, 15 per 
cent increase in the price of urea and other fertilizers, 5 per cent increase in 
the railway freight and increase in the excise duty, all these will be transferred 
to determine the price of both the BPL and the APL. After this, the economic 
cost will be higher than the market price. Therefore, the common people in 
Delhi, Calcutta, Madras and other cities will not go to the ration shop. Other 
prices will go up. People will not go to the rtion shop. Therefore, you will have 
to liquidate the PDS. Practically, within two months it will be liquidated. A 
number of State Governments are in serious difficulties. My State of West 
Bengal, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and other States are sincerely implementing 
the PDS. Now all these State Governments are considering whether they have 
to continue with the same prices, even after this increase. Otherwise, there will 
be a ruin. In the end, the States will have to face the people, not you. In this 
connection, today, I have checked up with the Finance Ministry. They say that 
in the case of West Bengal, it will cost between Rs.200 to Rs.250 crores, 
despite the fact that they have withdrawn the 2 per cent sales tax. I have 
checked up with the State Government of Kerala. They said that it will cost 
them Rs. 250 crores. Don't go amuck. Don't go mad. For Andhra Pradesh, it 
will cost Rs.400 crores. The entire thing has to be considered. 

Madam, there are two more aspects. They are important aspects. 
One aspect is a Constitutional aspect; and the second is an economic aspect. 
Now the foodgrain stocks lying with you are an all- time high. In January, 1994, 
the stock was 22 million tonnes. In January, 1995, the stock was 30 million 
tonnes. In Januar>', 1996, the stock was 38 million tonnes. Now, it is 31.5 
million tonnes. What will you do with the stocks? Therefore, you have to 
withdraw the PDS. Now, the prices will go up further because of the fertilizer 
policy. On the other hand, you are checking the price rise by importing 
agricultural commodities. In the open market, you are trying to draw a balance. 
In that situation, you are going to remove the import restrictions on 714 items. 
You are removing the ceiling.  In view of this, the production of 
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food articles will go down. According to the Economic Survey, the growth rate 
of foodgrains production is going down vis-a-vis the growth rate of population. 
It is a dangerous thing. It has never happened in the history of India. It will go 
down further. India will become a desert. You have to take care of it. 

The last question I want to ask the Government is : Are you going to 
withdraw article 38 (1) and article 38 (2) of the Constitution? Article 38 (1) 
says that the State is a welfare State. Article 38 (2) says that the State shall 
minimise the inequalities in income. For every individual, it is the same. 
Madam, ours is a country where people hate. We are made to hate people 
because of its origin. But nowhere in the world the bitterness between the rich 
and the poor has taken place. It may be there. But nowhere in the world, in no 
country in the history of the world, social ethos are there and man has to hate 
man because of his origination, caste, community and other things. Because 
of this pre-historic reason, the Constitution has given Articles 38(1) and 38(2). 
Through your speech, through the speeches of a number of Members on the 
other side, it is said that you are switching over from 'welfare state' to 'market 
forces'. Will the market forces be able to save those people who are hated 
through hundreds and thousands of years because of social ethos? Simply 
because of "profit and loss", you cannot switch policies. Whatever assurance 
the Constitution has provided, you have to keep. You have to make it specific 
whether you are going to withdraw Articles 38(1) and 38(2). Thank you. 
Madam. 

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): I thank you. 
Madam, for giving me this opportunity. Most of the speakers have genuinely 
let out their feelings about the ramifications of the price rise that has been 
caused recently by Government announcements. Everybody is aware of the 
financial precariousness of the country. Everybody is aware that the so-called 
fiscal deficit which umpteen number of times the Finance Minister used to say 
is really an enemy of the economy. There are umpteen number of ways which 
the Finance Minister should have explored to cut that deficit rather than hitting 
the poor by abnormally increasing the prices of all the essential commodities 
like foodgrains, LPG, fertilizers and other products. Madam, I cannot blame the 
present Government. It is the handy work of all successive Governments that 
has created the quagmire in which we are placed now. It is the wrong policies 
and wrong practices of successive Governments which have caused this 
mess. As one of the hon. Members was saying, the Finance 
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Minister has very intelligently manipulated things. He has increased the quota 
from 10 kgs to 20 kgs per family. He has made an announcement that the 
people living above the poverty line should pay the economic cost of the deficit. 
The irony is, what is meant by this economic cost? The Food Corporation of 
India, which is responsible for providing food security to the nation by storing, 
has been accustomed to storing more than the required quantities. The 
desired quantity is around 16.8 million tonnes. But on 1st January, 2000, the 
stocks that have been maintained by the FCI are more than 34 million tonnes. 
Madam, the indiscriminate increase in the procurement prices, the cost of 
carrying all this huge stock which is totally redundant for the needs of the 
nation, is being passed on to the consumer. And we claim that this is subsidy! 
It is the cost of inefficiency of this Government which we are claiming to be 
subsidies. They are not real subsidies which we are giving to the ordinary man 
or the person living below the poverty line. 

Only 16 per cent of the people are dependent on PDS. Thanks to the 
Finance Minister, he has totally bridged the gap between the issue price and 
the open market price. So, he has driven out more than 84 per cent of the 
people from the PDS network. The so called subsidy, which the Finance 
Minister claims the nation is bearing, is far from the truth. 

With regard to the procurement policy of the FCI, I would like to say 
that they are paying, at the expense of the poor, to the surplus farmers. The 
poor farmer is unable to supply his products to the FCI. It is great if he can 
produce foodgrains for his own consumption. So, ultimately, it is the surplus 
farmer who is getting more money from the FCI. I am not trying to undermine 
the role of the FCI. Everybody in this august House knows about the 
inefficiency and the corruption prevelant in FCI. In terms of money, it has cost 
the Exchequer some millions of rupees. Sir, my suggestion to the Government 
is: have a rationalistic approach towards subsidies. You cannot force the poor 
to forget this so early. You have to improve the living standards of the common 
man. You work out the financial cost. It means that ten per cent of the Tax on 
selling and buying costs are being included in the so called economic cost. 
And the cost of carrying the surplus quantities is also included in that 
economic cost. So, this is a great burden on the poor man. And the 
Government is rather hypocritical in saying that it is providing a huge amount 
of money towards subsidy. With regard to fertilizers, 1 would like to quote the 
Finance Minister. He has said, 'Members are aware that our present retention 
price suffers from many shortcomings, much of the 
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subsidy goes to producers and not to farmers'. It is true, but ultimately, what 
has he done? He has hit the ordinary farmer. It is true that industry is the 
greatest beneficiary of this subsidy. But our intention is how to help the poor 
fanner. He should have accepted the Hanumantha Rao Commission's 
recommendations for a flat rate subsidy. That should have been more 
beneficial to the farmer. 

And the urea plants in our country have got varying levels of cost of 
production. There are 35 units in the country. Their cost of production ranges 
between Rs. 3,400 and Rs. 11,000/-. It is because of conversion costs and 
capacity utilisation. There may be many reasons. But all this has to be brought 
through a rationalistic approach. 

With regard to the import of fertilizers, I would like to say that more 
than 700 products have been brought under the OGL. Tomorrow, we may not 
be aware which product has to be produced in this country and which has to 
be imported. There may not be any consistent, or, sustained, cropping 
pattern, or, manufacturing pattern. So, I think there is going to be a confusion. 
(Interruptions) The Government expects to be a facilitator. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over now. Please wind up. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI MD. SALIM : It is a rare occasion that someone from that side 
is speaking for poor. (Interruptions) 

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: I couldn't hear you. I couldn't get you. 

Madam, there is every necessity for increasing agricultural 
production and most of the investment has to be made in rural development 
which generates employment, which, in turn, will improve the economic 
conditions of the ordinary man. An amount of Rs.8,000 crores has been 
allocated for agriculture. Out of this amount, the capital expenditure is only 
Rs.200 crores. A very small amount has been allocated for this. The 
allocations that have been made to various sectors are totally inadequate to 
achieve the sustainable growlh which they claim. With these words, I 
conclude and thank you. 
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ह<, 0�ह? �%  �ह
� � �	 �%  	� , &�ह% A�¯ �� ����� ह�, �!b�'	 ��"m%� �� ���� ><�$z  ह
 

� 0X��� �%  �.v
 �"#� ���� �-��
� ��ह> ह
, 0��� ��X� 0��� U-�-�ह-  =�  0��%  
A��� �% ����  �ह��.1��� ����&� ह< �� �% �� ����� �� ���ह�� �ह?  �� �ह% ह� � ह� �� O���F 
�%  ह� =�  �\�  �F �� 4���

 �� ह� 0$� � ���� &�ह� % � �ह� ��
�% �� 
ह $� �.y� ह< OQ
F 

� +OQ
F 2� �% ����� �%  ���� �� =� >$-  �� $� O�2� =� 1�2� ह< �$��% �� �.`� 
�� ��*��� A�% ��	� �	 O����� ह� �, 0��� �"� � ���� ह< � �<W�, ���*   ह� 	�  ह� >ह� 
�ह? ���%, �� �.`�  �� ह� 	� 
 �%  +	��� �� ��{�� ह�, >._o$��� ह�, $� +��� �� �ह��$� 
���% ह� � �.`� �� �ह��$� ���*   >ह�
 �% �ह? ह���, �����Z"  �% �� ह��� ह<  � �<W�, 
ह 18 
+O<	 �� ‘$��\�’ �� �"�$ &�.�|�� $� �� ;� 7z5� ह<, ‘����
� �� �ह? A��’ 7�5*� �%  
+"� *� ��" $ &�.�|�� $� �ह�% ह�, +�%���� ��CL��� A; =� ����� �% 0��� A�� � �� �'�% 
�f ���X �'" � ��; � >$-  �� �ह�  
� E� ��  ������ 4&*  घ-��� ह<, 	%���  ��� ��*   �%  
A��� �� ���� �%  �%	  =�  ���/   <� �� �_n�W� �� �� 0� �%  ��� A���� �� �ह. "&� ��; 
� �<W�, �� ��������� �%  ����� ��  ��
� �� E�X�->ह.� +"��$� ह� $��� ह< � �5* 1999 �% 
2000  �� �% �S �%   
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�$* �� 29 ह$�� ���X �� >����� ह./ =�  �� ��
 �����  �� �. 	 1,08,898 ���X �� �$*  
ह< �$� �� n
�$ 91,425  ���X ��	��� ह��� ह< � 
 

 �<W�, +"� �� �� A� �%  ��i
� �% �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" �� ������ D

 �� >����� ��/ 
A$ �� >�� �ह? ह< $���  $��� �% 0K�� A���� �� Z� $� �ह� ह< � 
ह �� ���� �� >fU�� 
ह< $� 6�� �% ह� � � �ह� ह< �  $> ��� 4&|  �� ���% �� ह`	� ह��� ह< �> ����� $���� A   
�� ��>' ���% �%  ��� �� A���� �% =� �%$ >���� ���% 	 �� ह< 
��� A� A��� �% $.X� 
$2��
 $<�% �'�, ���/   <�,  ����
�-��X� >�� �%�� ह< � �<W�, �> �%  f�  ���% 	�
� >�� 

ह ह< ��  �%7 �� ��CL�_� =� Q
�  �� �$c�� $<�% +�% 	% A� A��� �� ह< =�  �����  0� 
�� �%-  ��-�% �� ��/  �"��& �ह? ���� ह< �  ��� �� �.̀ �  �%  O��� �"#�, ��"��
 =� +�
 
	� 
 �� �.���� �� $� >����� 26-26  >�� ह��� ह<, �ह �� +	  &&e �� >�� ह< �  
 

 �'��% �<W�, �� �.`� �%  $��%-���% +E*7�1#� W�. ��	 �
� ��>�� $��� �"
�  �% 
�%�% �ह��K� �ह% ह�, 0�ह
�%  ��CL�
 �ह��� �%  �  +O<	 �%  +"� �� ;�  	%4 �	4� ह< �$� �� ह<MW  
ह� ‘>���
� �>1�� >�"��% �� ���$7’ � 0� �� 0�ह
�% ������  0��
 �� 	��-ह��� �� ��1�!� 
����b ��
� ह< =� �ह �ह�'� ���% ह� �� �f$'�� ����� �ह� ��
�% ��  u��� 	%
� =� 
�.������ � $���
 �� �ह��
� �� �ह� ह< $���  �� �.`� �%  A� A��� �ह?  ह��% �$� �� 
�%L�	  �� ����
 �� �!_o �� 4�� O��� �ह? ह���, �$� �� A� =� ह� $<�% 	� 
 �� +��� 
�<�� �� �ह? 	 �� � �<W�, +�� �\� �F �%  �%�% ��# >�	 �ह% E% �� ह� �% ���% ��� >�� ��;, 
����  <� >�� ��,  ���� L%� >�� ��, 	%��� 0� �� �.`� �� A� A��� >�% ह.; ����; �� ह� 
>� =� �%	 �� ��� ���� ह< � >�� ह./  ���� �� 4��% �� $�&�  $<�%   %ह'", &��	 �%  ��� >��  
��;, �< ����� T
	 ��/  ¡�; �% ���% &�� ¡�; ह� 
� =� &�$
 �%  ��� –���%  ��� ¡�;  �% 
���%  ��"& ¡�;  ��	� ह�  ; �� W�. ��	 �
� ��>�� �ह�% ह�  �� 
ह >���
� �>1�� >�"���% �� 
���$7 ह< � 
 

 �<W�, ‘	�ह% �%  &�% &>��;’ 
ह $��\� �� 27  ��&*  �%  �"1��b �� A
� ह< � �� �%  
	%4� ह� �. ��� O7�"� � �� 0��� �� �"_� 0o!� ���� &�ह�� ह'" � �ह �	4�% ह� ��U	% �7�
 �� 
ह�� �$� >�� �� >ह.�  �* �ह�, �ह ह<  +�� �� AQ�-���*��� �  
 

 �&� �& '! : A� �
� �ह�� &�ह�% ह�?  +4>�� ��	� >�� �� �> �% �� 	� ह<, A� 
+��� >�� ��ह; � �� A� �� �� ���-  �� ��
  �% �ह� ह'", A� +��� >�� ��ह; � 
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 W�. ��%�S �. ��� 
��� ‘���’ : ��� �<W�, 26 $����  b�"# ���� �%  ��� �.`� �%  
��CL��� �ह��
� �% $� �ह� , �ह A� �%  ����% �4�� &�ह�� ह'" � 0�ह
�%   �"�% � ��
�E� �� 
 ��>  A��� �� >�� �� ���&; � 
ह 0� �� 26 $���� �� ��5b ह�, 	%��� A$ 
ह ����� 
 ��>
 �%  >��% �� �ह? ��& �ह� ह< � ����� �� ;���# �"7� �.������� 

 �� �.����;" �.ह<
� 
����� ह< � �� �.`� �� A� A��� �� A>��� 90  ���X  �%  	 �   ह� �, 0� �� �ह��
� ���%  
�%  �	; 
ह ����� �&�>o �ह? ह< �  �<W�, �5* 98-99  �� W�-� �	�� ��ह> �% ��
� E� =� �ह 
���%  �.y%  ��CL��� �ह��
 �%  +����5b �� �� A �ह% ह�, 	%���  ����� �� $� �"�`� E�, 
���-��- E�, ����� �� $� O��>o�� E� A� 	� 
 �%  O��, �%7 �� 4.7ह�	� 	��% �� , A� 
	� 
 �� ��-�%-��  ��$�, �1#, �ह�% �%  �	; घ� ��
� $� ��% , 
ह ����� 0� �"�`� �% 
���	 �ह� ह<, ��U% ह- �ह� ह< ���	; �� A��%   ��i
� �% ����� �% �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" �� $� 
�_n�W� घ-�/  $� �ह� ह<, �"#� $� �% �ह� �� 
ह  	�� A� 	� 
 �� ��	  �ह� ह< � $>  ��&%M$  
�< �%��-� ह� �ह?  >�� �� 
ह 	�� 0� �� �< �% �ह."&% � ?  ह� 10  ��	� �%  >$�
 20  ��	� >�� 
�� 	%��� + �  ह���� 4����% �� ���� 5 ��	� �� �� �ह?  ह� �� �< �% ह� �? ��ह
�% ��
� �� 60 
¡�;, 20 ��	� 4����%  �� 	 �% ह� � �ह �<�� 0��%  ��� ह< =� ;� D
_� �� �� �< ��-� ���� 
1100 ¡�; ���%   �ह��> �% ><K�� ह< � �$��� �� ����  ह��� ह<, 0���  ������ �%  5-7  A��� 
�ह?  4� ���% ह� � + � �% ����� �%	,  %ह'", &��	 A�� �� �����  �� ��� >��� �ह? =�  0� 
�� ��
"#b �ह? ��
�  
� �� �� ��[�� ह'"  �� 
ह �� �.`�  �%  �	; 
ह +YU� >�� �ह? ह� � � 
 

 ह� +��� 1��"#�� �� ह��� $
"�� ����% �� �<
��� �� �ह% ह�   =� A� A��� �� 
4.7ह�	 >���� &�ह�% ह�  =�  >%��$ ��� �% �.�  ���� &�ह�% ह� =� �%7 �� ��!_o �� ��� 	% 
$��� &�ह�% ह� 	%���  �� ह�	�� �� ह���� 
ह ���� �'�� ह��% ��	� �ह? ह< � �� A��%   ��i
� �% 
����� �� =�  ���� �
 �"#� $� �� A �ह ���� &�ह�� ह'" =� O�E*�� ���� &�ह�� ह'"  ��  
�ह���	 ह��� �� �.y
 �� ��&� � ��
��� �  
 

 �&� �&'!  :  ��� 7"�� �f�7� $�, A� >��	; � �>�%   5-5  ���- ह� � A� 4 ���-  
3
��� >�	 ���$; � � 
 

 �� ��� �-�� �@'�� (0\� O�%7) : 0������� �ह��
�, &��	,  %ह'", ���� �� �%	  
=� ���/   <� �� ����  �����  �% ���  >��/ ह< � ���%  0�����Z" �� =� �� �ह" �/  �� 
�����  ���� �X% �  �

��  =� �� &�$
 �%  ��� >�% � � ;� >�� �� 
ह  

282 



[ 19 April, 2000] RAJYA SABHA 
 
�� ���%�� ���� &�ह�� ह'" �� �ह" �/  �� �.y�  ��/  +	 -E	  �ह? ह<, ����%F �ह? ह< � 
ह  
����� �� ����, �����  �� �"7� =�  �����  �%  ��
*u�
  �% $.X� ह.A ह< � a�� >�� �ह? ह< �� 
+	  �% ��/  &�$ A  / 
� �\��� �% ��/ &�$ A  / � 
ह  ���� � ह< =� 
ह 0�� �"7� �%  
�ह� ह< =� 
ह �����  �%  ��
*u�
 �%  +�.��� ह< �  
ह 0��%  +	  �ह? ह< � ��n>	 ��ह> �% 
>ह.� +YU� >��� �ह� ह� � =� >X% ��1��� �% +��� >��
 �� �4� ह< � �� 0��% �ह�� ह'" 	%���  �� 
0��� �� >�� �% �ह�� �ह? ह'" �� 0�ह
�% $� �'"�W	���b �� ����  +���/ E�, $� 4.	%  >�$�� 
�� ����  +���/ E�, 0�ह
�% $� 0�����  �� ����  �� +���
� E�, 
%  0��%   ��	��E* �ह? ह< � 
% 
0�� �%  ��	��E* ह� =�  ���� A� �ह? +"�  �� ���[; � A���  =� �� �� ��  �X% � �  ह���%  

ह�" 1991  �% $� 0�������� �� ����  &	 �ह� ह<, $� 4.	%  >�$�� �� ����  &	 �ह� ह< =� $� 
�'�"W	���b �� ����  &	 �ह� ह<, �$��� ��"m%� �% 7.2  ��
� E�, =� �� �'��� �����
 �% 
�$��� ���� E�, 
ह 0�� �� ��	��E* ह� � 
 

 �ह��
�, �� 
ह $���� &�ह�� ह'"  �� �
� �_n�W� �� �.y� ��R� D
���� �" K� �� �ह?  
0K �ह� ह< ? �
� �_n�X�  �� �.y�  �.S� ��5 �%  $��; �% �ह?  0K �ह� ह< ? �
� �_n�W� 4Q� 
���% �%  �	; $�  ह���% ��R� D
���� �%  ��E�  �%7 ह�, �% ह���% 6��� �>�� �ह? W�	 �ह% ह�? �
� 
4�� �%  6�� $� ह���% �_n�W� 4Q� �� ह<, �ह ��R� D
���� �" K� �%  �>�� �%  ���b �ह? �� ह< 
? 
ह �> 0�ह? &�$
 �%  ��	��E*  ह� � ����  ��/ �"�%ह   �ह? ह< � 
ह >�� $2� ह< �� ��q	%7� 
��	� $� ���	� ह�,  ����� ��� �ह?  ��� l"  �% +��� =�� 	 ��� ह<  � � >ह.� ��� ����%   
�% ��n>	  ��ह> �% ��% �ह� ह< � =� 
ह �� ��� l"  �% ह� �� ���� �% +��%  ������ �� ��� ��� 	% 
$��� E� � 0��% ���� �� a��%$ 	% �	
� �� �����% �� ���� ह< >�& �� ���� ह<, �'��% �����%  �� 
���� ह<  � ��-l�/ ��-  =�� A
� =�  0��%  �'�% ������ �� ����  �� 0��� ��
� =� �'��  
������ W'>  
� � =�  ��� >�	� �� ����  �� =�� 3

 �� Q

 =�  �. �>� W'>� �

? A� 
=�� ����	�% ��ह;  �"�	%7� �%, A� �"�	%7� �%  ��
�% >�	�% ��ह;  0��% ��/  ���$�  
���	�%  ��	� �ह? ह< � ���$� $� ����% ह� �ह �>`�. 	 1�C- ह< �� �"ह �/ >� �ह� ह<, ह����   ��>  
��� �ह� ह<, ह���%  �����
 �� ह�	� 4��>  ह��� $� �ह� ह<  =� ����� ��_R&� 2� �% &�� >X% 
	� 
 �� �$��� 	�4
 �� ����� �� �ह  ���% ह�, �� 	�4 �ह ���% ह�, >�� 	�4 �ह ���% 
ह�, �% �	 0��� ����� �%  �	; ��� �� �ह� ह< �  ��R� D
���� �� ���	� ��/   �
� �.y�  �ह? ह< � 
A$  �% 
ह �ह?  0K� ह< � ह���� �%7 D
���� >ह.�  �ह	%  �% ���� �ह� ह< � 	%���  >�$�� 
� 
D
���� �
�� $� >��>� �� ह<��
�  �%  ह��% ह�  �ह ��  ���
  �� 	��  
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�ह. "&��% ह�, ���� $� U�-� ह��� ह< ��$�� ह��� ह<, ह�%7� 0� �� 4.	% >�$� �� �.���� ह��� ह<  � 

ह  ���ह�� $���� ह<  =� �> 	�   �� >�� �� +YU� ��ह �% $���% ह� �  0� �%7
 �� �$>'�� 
�ह� ह< �$� �%7
 �%  �� ��R� D
���� �%  ���	% �� 0K�
�, &�ह%  �ह ;W�  _1�E �ह% ह�, &�ह% �ह 
M � �ह% ह
, 
ह 0��� �$>'�� E� $� 0�ह
�% �� �.y% �� 0K�
� �� D
���� �%  $��;  �% ह� �.��
�" 
����� ��% � � 
ह �"P	�W �� ���_1E��
�" E�, 0��� ��%7���
�" E� =�  A$ ��  $� �%7 0� 
>�� �� 	%��  &	 �ह% ह�  0��� ���$�  $� A$ ह� 	�   �. � �ह% ह� �ह +��% �ह�
 �%  �"�Fb 
�%  �	; �� �ह% ह�, A��%   �	; ��/  �
� �� _1E��  �ह �ह? 	� �ह% ह� � �<W�, �� 
ह �ह�� 
&�ह�� ह'" �� �����  
ह �< �	� �� �� ���� ह< �� a�� 340  &�$
 �% �1-� W
'-�  ह-��� $� 
ह���%  �	; A�R
� �ह? ह<, $� ह���% $��� �%  �	; A�R
� �ह? ह< �  �ह 0��% 340 &�$
 �� 
�% �1-� W
'-� ह-��� � �ह a�� &�$� ह� $<�%  �	��_1-� ह< , $� �� l"  �%  0���  �%  ����� ह�, 
$� aR�
*  �%  �	; ह�,  $� M$� � �� A�R
��� �%  �	; �ह? ह<, 0� �� �% �1-� W
'-� ह-� �� 
ह< � 
 

 �&� �&'! : �f�7 � $�, A��� �� �	��_1-� �� $2�� �>`�. 	 �ह? ह< � A� 
�'��
 �� ��� �%  �

 >�	 �ह% ह�? 

 

 �� ��� �-��  �@'�� :   �ह? ह<, �ह��
� � �<W�, �� 
ह ���%�� �� �ह� ह'" �� $� 
ह���% $��� �� A�R
�  �1�. �ह? ह< 0�ह� ह� >�ह� �% �" � �ह% ह�, 0� �� ह�  �1-� W
'-� 
4Q� �� �ह% ह� 	%��� $� �1-� W
'-� ह� >�% ह.; T
	 �� �%�% ह� 0��� ह�  ��>
  �� �%�% �%  
�	; �<
�� �ह? ह< � ��U	� >�� $> ;� 2�
� >�� E�  �� ����� ��  A���� 0� u' W  T
	 
�� ���� >��% �% 160  ���X ¡�; >�� =�  $> �"-��%7�	 >�$�� >��, $<�� �� �����
 �"#� 
$� �% >��
� =� ह� 	�   �� $���% ह�, 4<�,  A$ �� _1E��  �� �. U घ-� ह< 	%��� >�& �� $� 
>�� �$��� �$ह �% ��ह
�% 
ह �> ��
� ह< =� �$��� 
ह ���� ���% ह� �� 0��� + � A� 
�%4�  �� >ह.� 3
��� 0��� �<�� ��	� ह<, �<�X
-���X
 2�
� ;�1L� ��	� ह< � �� �
� �ह 
 ��>
 �%  �	; �ह? U�X� $� ���� E�?  + � 340 &�$
 �� A� �1-� �� �� ���% ह� �� u' W 
T
	 ��  ��>
  �%  �	; �

 �ह? �� �� ���%?  �ह �<�� A� 0� �'	 �% �

 �ह? W�	�% �$� 
T
	 �'	 �%  घ�-% �� >�� A�  >X% $�� 7��  �% ���% ह�?  a�� _1E��  �� �� ��[�� ह'" =� $<�� 
�� +�� ��n>	 ��ह> �% �ह� �� A��%  >$+ �%  +�.��� �� �ह" �/ =� >l�% ��	�  ह< =� 
 ��>
 �� �� 0��� 3
��� ��� �X% � 
ह �� �.��_R&� >�� ह<, ���� ��/  �"�%ह �ह? ह< � a�� 
_1E��  �� T
	 �'	  
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घ�-% �� >�� A� >��>� ���% ह� 0� T
	 �'	 घ�-% �� �ह� �<�� W	���; ����� �% ���� 
 ��>
 �%  घ� �� �% ����� $	 ��% ,  ��>
 �%  1-�� $	 ��%  � 	�X� A$ ह< �ह?, �
e��b �� 
_1E�� �� �� 0��� �1�%��	 0�&� �ह? ह< � a�� _1E��  ��  ��>  A��� + � �% ����� �� 
�1�%��	 1-�� �� ���� ह< �� �
� ����� ह<? A� �ह�% ह� �� ���% n	%� ���| -  ह��� ह<  � �� 
�
� A� n	%�  ���| -  �� ����  %? A$ �� �� ��l% d  &�� ¡�;, =� P
��ह ¡�; �� $� ��*   ह��� 
ह<  �ह ��*  ह< � A� +��� +��E*�� ��,  A� +��� ��$��� �� �U���% �%  �	;  ��>
 �� �

 
��� W�	�� &�ह�% ह�? ���% �ह� �� 
ह ���|F �ह" �/  �ह? ह<  
ह ���%F ह< =�  A���  ����

 
�% $.X� ह./ ह<, A��� �"7� �% $.X� ह./ ह< � �ह� ��  
ह �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" �� �� �ह" �/ �� +�� 
�% �	  ��>
 �� ह� 0� °_C- �% �ह?  �X% � �$� °_C-  �% ह� ��-% �f� �� ��&�% ह� =� ��  
A��� &�$
 �� +�� �X% �, A��%   ��
*u�
 �� +�� �X% � � A� $�  ��>
 �%  �	; >��
 �% 
�<�� ��	���% ह� ��$ �� �%  �	; 0� �� �X% � �  $> A��%  ��� 4��% �%   �	; +��$ �ह? ह� � 
�� ��_R&� ¡� �% >�� �% �<�� 	%�� �$� ��� �%  �	; 0�% ��
� $��� ह< 0���  �1�%��	 � ���%   
�ह +��� ��-� 4��% �%  �	; ��% � � �> �
� ह� �?  �ह�" �% ����� ह� �? 
% ���� &�$�  A���  
>.��
��� ����%   �% ��&�� &��ह; � ...(��
 �� घ-,�)... �<W�, >�� 4Q� �2" � 
 

 �&� �&'! : 	 �� �� a��  ह� ह< �  

 

 �� ��� �-�� �@'�� :  �<W�, �� +��� >�� 4Q� ���� ह'" � �'��� >�� �� 
ह  ���%�� 
���� &�ह�� ह'" �� ����� �� �� >�� �� 	%�� &	�� �X% � �� $� ह���% 
ह�" 35, 40 ����� 
	�   ��>�  �� �%4� �%  ��&%  �ह�% ह�, +��% �� 	���"# ��, +��% �"����� �� �. U 	�� 0�ह�  �� 
��	�� &��ह; � 0��%  �	; �`
�b����  
�$�� =�  �`
�b���� ��3
 �� �`��� ह���%  
�"����� �%  ���e��Z" �% �� E� � A�  0��� ��
� ��4; � A$ �����
  �"#� $� �� ���� >��
 
�� ��&�� ���% ह.; �� �% �� �% ����� �%	 =� ���/   <� �� �. U  ���� घ-��% �� ��
�� �� 
��� �%  ��F ��� �  ��� �%  ��E �� +���   >�� ���B� ���� ह'" � ��
��� � 

SHRI M. p. A. SAIVIAD SAMADANI (Kerala):Madam. It was an 
enlightening debate, the debate started by the hon. Member, Shri Kapil Sibal. 
It has revealed powerfully the seriousness of the situation and the internal 
points that deserve our attention. The only thing that I would like to emphasise 
at this juncture here is that politics and political institutions are not meant to 
protect the rich people; and especially in a country like India, we 
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cannot afford that. It is an undeniable fact that there is price hike. Nobody can 
deny it. It is, highly regrettable that in such a debate, somebody has to remind 
the Government that there is a price hike. For anybody who has got an 
interaction with the poor, or anybody who lives among the poor, or anybody 
who has some kind of an understanding about the basic realities of the village 
life in India, it is an indisputable and undeniable fact that there is a very serious 
hike in prices. The most serious aspect of this problem is related to the Public 
Distribution System, which has a very strong relationship with our State of 
Kerala. Yesterday, our Capital city of Delhi, witnessed an unparalleled scene. 
We, the political parties of Kerala, cutting across all differences, all the leaders, 
under the leadership of the Chief Minister of Kerala, came to Delhi. We sat on 
a Dharna before Parliament and we met the hon. Prime Minister and a 
memorandum was presented. Various leaders of national political parties 
spoke at our Dharna. It was an unparalleled scene. That itself reflected how 
serious this issue was. Sir, the PDS is under a severe strain throughout the 
country, especially in oiu" State of Kerala because the PDS has been 
functioning very successfully in Kerala. From 1968, a special sanction was 
given by the then Prime Minister, Panditji, that a regular supply of essential 
commodities will be there, specially rice and wheat. From that very day, we 
have been having a very successful functioning of the PDS in Kerala. Anybody 
who just travels through our State of Kerala, can see very well in the morning 
people standing in long queues in front of ration shops and buying essential 
commodities because the prices of those essential commodities are very low 
when compared to their market rates. That system is now under challenge. 
Food security of the common people is the basic and the very fundamental 
duty of the Government. What is happening is that there is hike in the prices of 
foodgrains. 

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) in the Chair] 

Not only that, it has affected the ration machinery throughout the ' 
country. The increase in the price for people below the poverty-line is 50% of 
the economic cost. The increase in the cost to the above poverty-line people is 
at the level of the economic cost. Everybody knows that the income-tax payer is 
denied sugar in the ration shop. He is not at all eligible to get it now. Those who 
depend heavily on the PDS, their fate is under challenge now a days. 
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Another thing is FCI. It deserves another discussion. I would like to 
emphasise here on that. In a State like Kerala, where public awareness is high, 
there also, adulterated foodgrains are coming through the FCI, which are 
found unfit for human consumption. It was proved in a laboratory test that it 
was unfit for human consumption. Even such foodgrains are distributed. In 
Kerala, the Civil Supplies .Corporation sought the permission of the State 
Government to destroy 399 quintals of rice which was found unfit for human 
consumption. Such things are happening. I am not going into the details. For 
the last four decades, we are following a good public distribution system in 
Kerala. Other States of India are also having it, but Kerala is having a 
beautiful system, as is pointed out here, but that also is challenged now. It is 
very unfortunate that the Government justifies such a price hike. 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: In fact, there was a study carried out on an all-
India basis on the offtake of foodgrains in various States in the year 1984-86. 
In Kerala, the offtake was 80%. The off-take in Bihar was 2%, and in U.P., it 
was 4%. This situation has not changed over the years. So, the result is that 
in the Northern States, the off-take is not more than 15%. Andhra, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, these five States are an exception. The 
result is that the poorest of the poor are not having access to the public 
distribution system and that is where the problem arises. It is not an 
antagonistic matter. These are facts which are the result of studies carried out 
in this country. We have to take note of this fact. 

My learned friend just now pointed it out. One of the essential 
elements of this policy is, an income-tax assessee is not entitled to lift sugar. 
You can prove that you are an income-tax assessee, but you can't prove that 
you are not an assessee. Suppose you go to a foodgrains store and if he asks 
you whether you are an income-tax assessee, if you are, then you can say you 
are, but if you are not, then what happens? If you are an assessee and if you 
say that you are not, how will you prove it? So, the whole system is based on 
irrationality. The Government must look at it. That is all we want. I am sorry that 
I took your time. ..(Interruptions)... 

SHRI M.P.A. SAMAD SAMADANI: Even this demarcation of BPL and 
APL is very much irrational. The demarcation is not scientific at all. Till this day, 
it is not scientifically ascertained as to what is the rationale behind it and what 
the norm accepted by the authorities is, to ascertain that. I am not going into 
that aspect of the discussion. Even the withdrawal of subsidies, I 
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am very sorry, is justified by some hon. friends. Doing away with all the 
subsidies has given rise to a steep rise in the prices of essential commodities -
foodgrains, kerosene, cooking gas, etc. 

There is another aspect of this problem, and that has already been 
referred to by hon. Kapil Sibalji and other Members who spoke in the 
discussion. 

These issues are related to the agriculturists. The issues relating to 
milk, fertilisers, diesel, etc., are interlinked. So, I am not going into the details 
of it. I am concluding now. What I am saying is that this is not an occasion to 
argue and stick to the decisions that have been taken. If the decisions are 
wrong, the Government can very well correct them. This is a problem that is 
facing the poorest of the poor in this nation. At least this discussion, 1 believe, 
will be a proof that this hon. institution of our democracy is not a party to this 
kind of very wrong decisions and let this be on record.   Thank you. Sir. 

SHRl P.N. SIVA (Tamil Nadu) Sir, I have only to make a few 
observations with regard to what the hon. Member has just now said . Sir, he 
said that as far as Kerala is concerned, the PDS is very successful and its rates 
are less as compared to those of the market. I appreciate that. But, here it is 
my duty to inform the House that in Kerala they have got two types of 
categories, namely, BPL and APL. ...(Interruptions)... Let me finish. Rate of 
rice for the BPL is Rs.6.40 and Rs. 11.40 per kg for the APL. In West Bengal, it 
is Rs.6.40 for the BPL and Rs. 11.40 per kg for the APL. As far as Tamil Nadu 
is concerned, there is no such BPL or APL. For all people the price of rice is 
Rs.3.50 per kg. 

SHRI M.P.A. SAMAD SAMADANl: That is not our idea. 
...(Interruptions)...Ihtxz is no such thing in Kerala. ...(Interruptions)... It is only a 
suggestion to the Government. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI P.N SIVA: My point is that the State Government of Tamil 
Nadu has shouldered the burden instead of passing it on to the public. 
...(Interruptions)...V^hy don't the comrades do the same where they are 
ruling?... (Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N.CHATURVEDI): There may be 
different systems. ...(Interruptions)... This is according to their 
^XQOjmxtmtni....(Interruptions)...      You     can     discuss     it     later     on. 
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...(Interruptions)... They are neighbouring States. They can discuss \i. 

...(Interruptions)... There is no problem. ...(Interruptions)...'We have a 
statement by Shrimati Vasundhara Raje regarding the successful launching of 
INSAT-3B after the hon. Minister replies to the points raised by the hon. 
Members. 
 
 �& (B� ����" C� ���+.'�� '�!�� �-D� (�� ��-!� �$ ��� ) :   A��b�
 
0����i
F $�, �� �����
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�X� ��  ��>� �� �����
�" ह� � 0��%  6�� 
ह 
��� M&�� O�-  ��%, 
ह 1������� ह< =�  A�R
� ह< � 	%��� ;� ���	 �<�� ह��� ह< �� 
�&�� ��	 �%  >�� ��  ��>� �

 ह< ? �ह" �/  �� M&�� O�-  ���% ह.;  $� �� �� �>"� �� 
�����;" D
� ��  / , ��  0��� A��  ���� ह'" 	%��� $>  ��>� �%  �>"�" �� �����;"  �% A"�'  
>ह�; $��% ह� $� 45  ��	 ��  �\� �� ><K% �ह% �� �/  >�� 	 �� ह< �� 0� A"�.Z" �� ����� 
�Y&�/ ह<, �� >�� �� �� $2� ��&�� ��
� $��� &��ह; =� ��  �% �	 ���� ह� �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" 
...(�
����)... ���% A� �>�� �.�� ह< , +> A� �.[% �.��% �� �हc�� ��4��; � ...(�
����)... ���% 
A� �>�� �.�� ह< � ���� M&��;" ,  ��>� �% 	%��  ���� >��� ह./ ह�.... ��  &.�&�� ���� >���  
�.��� ह'" =�  A� �>�% +��� >�� �.��% �� +�%F� ���� ह'" � ...(�
����)... 

SHRI JIBON ROY: Sir, we are discussing a serious issue. 
...(Interruptions)... We want to have a serious discussion on this issue. 
...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Mr. Jibon Roy, 
you always maintain decorum. ...(Interruptions)... Please help me to do that. 
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Jibon Roy, please.  ...(Interruptions)... 
 

 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : ���	; �� �ह �ह� E� ��  ��>� �� M&�� D
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F �ह��
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 �� � ;� �� 
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ह �ह� $� 
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0��� A	�&�� �� ���  �%, 0� ���  �% ह./ � 0� ���  �% ;� =�  A	�&�� ह./  �� +>�� 
�V�-z  	��� �%  $� 	�  ह�  +> 0��� �������� ��1-  �� �> �. U ��
� $�; � ���-&�� >��� 
�� A	�&�� ��  /  =� �.[%  �� >�� �� ह<���� ह< ��  A	�&�� 0�ह
�% �� �$�ह
�% �>�% �ह	% 

% �< �	% ��; E% � �� �� �����
 ��� �� 
ह >���� &�ह�� ह'" �� 
% ��b*
 ह���% �ह? ह�, 
% 
��b*
 0��%  ह� $� A$ �� ��b*

  �� �.4�	�� �� �ह% ह�, 0��� ����� �� �ह% ह� � �< �� 
�>"�" �� &�� >��
 �� ���%�� ���� &�ह�� ह'" ...(�
����)... 0����i
F $� ...(�
����)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Let him now 
state what he considers as the actual position. 
 
 ��  ��!"#�$ %��� ��ह� (0\� O�%7) :  0����i
F $�, �"#� $� �� >�	�% ���$; � 
...(�
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 �&� �8
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 �� .��� ��
 :   0����i
F $� ...(�
����)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Mr. Jibon Roy, 
please sit down ... (Interruptions)..Mr. Jihon Roy always co-operates with me. 
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>��% �� ���%� ह� ���� ह< �
���  ह��%  +��% ;�.W�.;. �%  �%���% 1-� ��  �'+�%1-  T�  �� �'+� 
�� �&��� ���% �� >�� �� E� ...(�
����)... 
 

 ;� >�� A� �.��% �� ��ह� ���; � 
ह ��/ ����� �ह? ह< � ��3
 ��� �� &&e  �� 
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 �>���% ���$; =�  +��� ��- �� $���  ><�K; ...(�
����)... 
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� E� �� The key to 

sustainability lies in adhering to theprinciple of targetted subsidy system. "In 
particular, the need for confining the subsidies to the B.P.L. families and 
reducing them and, eventually, eliminating them for the A.P.L. families 
ह ����E 
W��
'��-  �� �ह�  
� �� ;.��.;	. �� ���%-���%  0��� 4Q� ���� ह< =� �% �	 �>	� �V�-z  
	��� �%  �	; ह� 0��� �4� $��� ह< � �'��� >�� ;� =� 0��%  +"�� �ह�  / ...(�
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���L� 
��%-� ��"  	��$; ...(�
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�� ��-!� �$ ��� : ��? �"&�5z
 
�$�� �%  W��
.��-  �� �'��� >�� �ह�  / E� 

The most persistent complaint against the TPDS is the very low allocation... 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: We wantto hear the Petroleum Minister. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): No. 
(Interruptions) No. (Interruptions) If you want to hear the Petroleum Minister, I 
will request him. But please do not interrupt. (Interruptions)... I am sorry. 
(Interruptions) Some amount of decorum, you have always to maintain. 
(Interruptions) What has happened to you? (Interruptions) What has 
happened to you at this hour? (Interruptions) I do not know what is the 
difficulty? (Interruptions)   Mr. Minister, please continue. (Interruptions) 
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allocation. 10 Kg. of foodgrains per BPL family is to be raised to 20 Kg. ����� 
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below the poverty line, and essential articles under the PDS will be sold to 
them." ;� =� �हQ��'b*  ��b*
 �	
�  
� "Access to the PDS will be barred for the 

affluent sections of the society.an^ A$ ह��% ���� -%�� �%�% ��	%  	� 
 �� &��� �%�% 
�%  >��% �� 
ह �ह� �� 0��� &��� �ह? �%�� ह< � ;.��.;	. �%  	� 
  ��  ��������  ��1- �� >�� 
�ह��  
ह ��b*
 1996�� ह<,  1997  �� ह< �  ���%  +����� 15 + 1� �� 	�	 ��	% �� O�&�� �� 
4W% d  ह��� 0� ��
 �%   O����"#�  �% �. U >���  �ह� E� � 0�ह
�% �ह� E�,   "We have now 

decided to extend, in a phased manner, the public distribution system to 
provide up to 10 Kg. rice and wheat every month to the poor families at half the 
normal price." 
ह �������� ��1- ��  50 O��7�  ��>
 �� �%�% �� >�� 1996  �% &	 �ह� 
ह<� 0�  ��
 �� ����� �% ��b*
 ��
� � A� �> 0� �����  �� ��E*� �� �ह% E% �  	�	 ��	% 
�� O�&�� �� 4W% d  ह� �� 0��� घ�5b� 0� ��
 ��  / E� �  $ह�" �� +>̂� ���-z  	��� �� 
�">"� ह<, 
ह ��b*
 �� ��
�  
� E� �� +>̂� ���-z  	��� �%  	� 
  �� +> �� ��1-� �% 
����	 ��
� $�; � � 	%��� ��b*
� ���% �%  >�� 
ह �ह�  
� �� �. U  ���
  �%  �	; 0��� 
;	��% 7� ��
� $���  �ह% � � ��  �ह घ�5b� ���� &�ह'" �,    "However, to take care of the 

population above the poverty line, and now covered under the PDS, transitory 
allocation will be made to the States." ��  
ह �ह �ह� ह'" �� �$� >��
 �� A	�&�� ह� 
�ह� ह< �ह ���� �� ���� 1996-97  �� ह< � +> ह��%  50 ����-  �� ��
� �������� ��1-  ��, 
���� �� A	�&�� �� $� �ह� ह< �  0� ��
 �� ����� �%  ��b*
 �� ��  ���� &�ह'" � � 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Mr. Minister, will 
you yield to Mr. Vayalar Ravi? ...(Interruptions)... 

 �� ��-!�  �$ ��� :  �.� 	��$; � ���% A���  �.� �	
� ह< �  
ह >�� >��  �"-�B7�  �.[%  
+YU� �ह?  	 �� ह< � 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): We are not disputing that. . 
..(Interruptions)... 

SHRI SHANTA KUMAR: They are relevant. (Interruptions) They are 
relevant. (Interruptions) 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): He is giving his 
rationale. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRl VAYALAR RAVI : The point which he made here 
...(Interruptions)... Sir, let me make you understand. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) : I do understand 
whatever you say. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI : Sir, the Government has raised the prices of 
the commodities which go to the people living below the poverty line. You 
have not answered the point as to why these prices have been increased. The 
price of the foodgrains which go to the people living below the poverty line has 
been increased by 68%. Please answer the point as to why it has been 
increased. It is not a question of increasing the quantity. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) : That is what he 
is trying to explain. ...(Interruptions)... Why is there an agitation? 
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Jibon Roy, why are you interrupting the debate? 
...(Interruptions)... Please do not get up every time. I find you always standing 
up ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI SHANTA KUMAR : It was decided at that time that the prices 
for BPL shall be 50% of the economic cost. That is what I am trying to say. 
...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI JIBON ROY :  Sir, he should be sensitive. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI SHANTA KUMAR: It is the decision of 1996 ... (Interruptions)... 
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THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRl  T.N.   CHATURVEDI):   He   is 
sensitive; that is why he is trying to reply. 
SHRI SHANTA KUMAR : I want to read the relevant portion. Kindly hear it 
0��� �ह�  
� E� ...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�. 1�. 2!$�E��) : A� �� � ���;, �% �.�� % �� K�� ह<  
...(�
����)... A� �7���  ��4; � ...(�
����)... 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : + � A��� >�� ह��%  �.�� ह< �� A��� ह���� >�� �� �.��� 
&��ह; � ...(�
����)... +> A��� ह���� >�� ��� �ह? A��, +YU� �ह?  	 �� � ...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�.2!$�E��) : A� ��ह; � 
 

j� 7�"�� �. ��� : 0����i
F $�, �� 
ह� �ह �ह� ह'" �� �������� ��1-  �� 50  
����-  ह��� &��ह; � 
ह ��b*
 1996 �� 1997  �% ह.A =�  ;P$<�-  7n� �� ���� &�ह'" �, 

"The issue price for the below poverty line population will be 50% of 
the economic cost and for the above poverty line population 90% of 
the economic cost." 

 
 
ह�" �ह ���% ह� �� ;��;	 �%  �	; 90 ����-  �ह� E�, ह��%  0��� 100 ����-  �� 
��
� � 
ह �� ����-  �� �'	 ह� 1����� �� ���% ह� � 	%���  50  ����-  �������� ��1-  
�� ह��� &��ह;, 
ह ��b*
 1996  �� ह<, 
ह 
 
��b*
 0��� ����� �� ह< �$���  A� �> �� ��E*� O�B� E� � 20 ��	� ह��� &��ह;  
ह 
��b*
 �� B	�M�  ���7� �� ह< =�  0� ��
 �� ह< �  50 ����-  �������� ��1-  �� ह��� 
&��ह;   
 ह ��b*
 �� 0� ��
 �� ह< � �� >��
 �� $�  A	�&��  ��  / ह< �� �� ��[�� E� �� 
$> ह� 
ह ��b*
 	� ' ��� % �� 0� ��
 
% ��# 4X% ह� �� �ह� % �� ह�", 
ह ह���� ��b*
 E� 
=�  A��%  	� ' ��
� � ��b*
  ���% �� u% �W- A��� 	%�� &��ह; E� � ��b*
 ���% �� 
��[���� A��% �� E�,  	%��� 0��� 	� ' ���% �� �हc�� A� �ह? �� ��%  � A���  &��ह; 
E� ��  ��b*
  ���% �� ��[���� �%  �	;  A� u% �W- 	%�% =�  	� ' ���% �%  �	; A� ह���  
u% �W-  �%�% � 	%��� A��% u% �W- �ह?  ��
� � >ह.� �� >��� �ह�  /,�� 0��� &&e �� �ह?  $��� � 
�%7 �%  +�"�   ��>� ह<, ��	 �
'L��7� ह< �  50  ����-  �% +��� >Y&% +"W� �%-  

294 



[ 19 April, 2000] RAJYA SABHA 

6.00 P.M 
 
ह� � 24 	�4 >Y&% +"�% ह� $��% ह� � 
% ���� >��� ह<, ����	; ह��% ��
� ह< � �

��  $�  ��> 	�  
���-z  	��� �% ��&% �ह�% ह�, 0��%  �. 	  >$-  �� 40  ����-  �% �	 �' W �%  �	; ह��� ह< � >��� 
	� 
 �%  >$- �� >ह.� �� ����-  �' W  �%  �	; ह��� ह< �   ��>
 �� 	 �  40  ����-  �' W �%  
�	; ह��� ह< �  +> ���� ��7� $� ह��% �. .��  ��
� ��  
ह �ह� $� �ह� ह< �� �f� 4���% �, 
�< �%  4���% �, ���� ��/  �� ��
 �ह?  ह< � �. U 	�   a�% ह�  �� �$��� O&%M$  �V�� �>`�. 	 
�ह? ह< �  a�% 	� 
 �%  �	; ��  ����� �% +���'b*  �%  2� �� 100 ���X ¡�
% �� 
�$��  7.2 �� 
ह<  ��  a�% 	� 
 �� �. U +��$  �>�� �<�%  �%  �% ��
� $�;,  	%���  
% 33  ���X  ��>  	�   
�ह	% �� +�� 4����% E%, ��&�M$  �V�� �� ह< ��� �� 4����% E% �  +> ह��%  ���� �. .�� �� 
��
�, �� ��	� �% >�� ��	� �� ��
� ह< =� 
�� �. .�� ���% �%  >�� ��� �ह? >��� 
...(�
����)... 

SHRl EDUARDO FALEIRO (Goa): That is adding insult to injury 
because these poor people cannot even pay for 10 kilograms. You are 
insulting them by giving them double the quantity at double the price. They 
cannot buy ...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) He said that this 
was done earlier. ...(Interruptions)... Please let him complete now. 
...(Interruptions).. 

SHRI JIBON ROY : You cannot make political speeches. 
...(Interruptions)... Everybody will agree that the subsidy has to be there. ... 
(Interruptions)... We are talking about economics and not politics. You should 
review it. ...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) : Let us keep 
politics away for the present. Mr. Jibon Roy, let politics stop for the present. 
Why are you looking to the Press every time instead of looking to me. The 
Press is there. Why are you bothered? They will do their duty. They will report 
it. You address me. 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : �ह��
, �>	�-����-� 	��� �%  �	; $� +��$ ��
� $��� ह< , �ह 
0K�
� $��� ह< =� + � ��� �ह� ह< �� �ह ;>� ����-�  	��� �%   ;	V�% 7�  �� �ह� ह< � ��� 
�>	� ����-� 	��� �%  �	; +��$ ���� �1�� ह< �� 	�   0�% 	%�%  
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ह� � ...(�
����)... + �  D
�1E� �� ��� �%  ���b �ह �ह? �	
� $��� �� >�� +	  ह< � �$� 
O�%7
 �� D
D1E� K�� ह<, �ह �>	� ����-� 	��� ��  ��7� 0K��% ह� �  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: What is the object? Please state the obj 
ect?... (Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): This is the way 
of looking at things. ... (Interruptions) ....3TN A� �% �� +��  �.�� ह� �ह? ह< � A� �� 
>�� ��n>	 ��ह> �ह �� %, A� 0�ह�  >�� ���$; Mr. Sibal will say this. ...(Interruptions).... 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: The hon. Minister should not say this. This is 
wrong. I do not expect the Minister to make on the floor of the House a 
statement which is incorrect. 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  +> A� �%�� >�� �.� 	��$; � �� �% A� �� �'�� >�� �.�� ह< � 
...(�
����)... A� �% 
ह 0c��� �ह? ह< �� A� �%�� >�� �ह? �.�� % � A� ��-�%-�� >�� �� 
�.�� � ...(�
����)... 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: It is criminal. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): Please don't 
use such words. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: You are killing the poor people. They 
cannot buy food. Have you met poor people? Please go and see them. 
....(Interruptions) ... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) : +> �.� 	��$; � A� 	�   ���� �%� �� ��� 
A7� �% ><K%  ह�  �� A� �� 0� �%   °_C-��� �� ��� 	 % �, ��� A� 0� �%  �ह�� ह
 
� � ह
, 
	%���  0�ह�  +��� >�� �ह 	%�% ���$;� �%�4; ���'���	
� ��ह>  =� >ह.�  �% 	�  >�	�% �% �ह 
 ; �� ��-�%-�� A� 0�ह�  �.� 	� �  ...(�
����)... 
 
 ���!� ���� ��ह"0�� (&FG�� <-)��) : A� 
% ����� >�$�� �% 4���� �� ��� �� ��� 
&	% ...(�
����)... 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : 0����i
F $�, �� �� >��� �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" � ...(�
����)... 

 
SHRI ADHIK SHIRODKAR: Sir, I am on a point of order. ...(�
����)... 

 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�.2!$�E��): A� �� �.��;, $��	 &f��� ��ह> �� �.�% �ह% ह� � 
><�K; � 
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SHRI ADHIK SHIRODKAR; May I know under what rule the 
Opposition is bound to hear this? 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI):    I am 
sorry.    As their colleague, I am only advising them.    That is all  
(Interruptions).... 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: It is a question of food. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): Mr. Faleiro says 
that he could not have his lunch today. 
 
 �� .��� ��
 :  ��, A� ह�� O�-%�7� ���$; , 
ह ह� A� �% +��	 �� �ह% ह� � 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO:  Four hundred million persons of this 

country  will   not   be   able   to   take   food.      They  will   starve   now .........  
(Interruptions).... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) : A� �.� �� 	��$; � A� �.[%  ���$; � ह�  
����1-� ��ह> �% �'U 	� % ...(�
����)... 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : �ह��
, �� �% 
ह �ह�  �� �>	� ����-� 	��� ...(�
����)... 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, ...Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): A� �.[%  �% ���$;, 
�� ����1-� ��ह> �% �'U 	'" � � The Minister is not yielding. Even the Reporters 

cannot record it. Even if I ask them to record it, they cannot do so. So, what is 
the use of it? 
 
A� �7���  ��4;� $� �.��� &�ह�% ह�, 0�ह�   �.� 	%�% ���$; � 0�ह�  �.��% �� �f�� ��	 �ह� ह<  
 
 �� ���� –��-��� ����  (.4�* C� �H���) : ��, ह���� ��  v
�	 �4� � 
...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�.2!$�E��) : 0�ह� �.� 	%�% ���$; � ���$ $�, A� �ह	% �ह? E? 
� , you were not there earlier. So, you do not know what happened in the 

debate.The Minister is also winding it up now. 
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 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  0����i
F $�, �.[% �� >�� �� �.4 ह<  �� ���F �%  	� 
 �% +��� 
>�� �� �ह ��, � � �%�� >�� �.��� �ह? &�ह�% � 
ह   	�  >�� ह< �  �ह��
, �� �% �% �	 ���� 
�ह� �� ह� �%  ��> 	� 
 �%  �	; 10 ��	� �%  >$�
 20  ��	� �� ��
� ह< �

��   ह� ��[�% ह�  
�� ;�  ��> ������ �� $2�� ��-�%-�� 60 ��	�  �� ह< � 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I am on a point of order, under Rule 240. 
Rule 240 says: 

"The Chairman, after having called the attention of the 
Council to the conduct of a member who persists in irrelevance or in 
tedious repetition either of his own arguments or of the arguments 
used by other members in debate, may direct him to discontinue his 
speech." 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): I have seen the 
rule. Now, it is for me to decide who is irrelevant. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: He is repeating on irrelevant thing, saying that 
he has increased the allotment, but he is not answering the question as to what 
the offtake is. I am having the offtake figure with me. It is 10 lakh tonnes for 
UP, but it is lifting only three lakh tonnes. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): You give that 
information to the Minister so that he can correct the mistake. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I wanted to clarify all these points. He should 
not be allowed to make an irrelevant speech. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): This actually 
applies to the Members only. The Minister is not a Member of this House, 

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: You are absolutely right, Sir. He has cited a 
wrong rule. Therefore, the Minister has a right to say as many irrelevant things 
as he wants to. 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  0����i
F �ह��
, �� ;� =� >�� �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" � $� ह����  
�_n	� �W1L�n
'7� ��1-� ह< , 
ह �>�%   ��$� �� D
�1E� �� �>1-�-
'- �ह? ह<, �B	���-�� 
ह< �  �ह��
, 100 ���X 	� 
   �%  ��$� �� D
�1E� ����� ��  
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��/  ����  �ह? �� ���� � � �ह	%  A� ���% E%, � +>  ह� �� ���% ह� � �ह��
,  ��>� �� 
�%4� �% ��&% �ह�% ��	% $� 33  ���X 	�  ह�, 0���  ��-� ��  �. U  ��ह� �%�% �� ��� �����  �� 
����  &��ह;  =� �ह� ��� ����� ���� ह< � �ह	% 
ह ���� 10 ��	�  O�� ������ E� � +> 
���� >���� 20 ��	�   O�� ������ ��
�  
� ह< ...(�
����)... 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: What is it that he is talking. Sir? 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� : ��  
ह �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" �� ह��% ���"�--� W>	  �� ह< � �'`
 E�X� 
�� >�� ह< 	%��� 0��%  ���b  ��> ������
  �� ��ह� ��	� ह< �   ��>� �� �%4� �%  ��&% $� 	�  
�ह�% ह�, 0��� �ह	% 5,240  ���X ¡�; �� �_n�W� �� $��� E� ...(�
����)... 

SHRI JIBON ROY; Who is giving to whom? (Interruptions) 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):  Except the 
Minister, no other comments will go on record. 

 
j�  7��� �. ��� $�  �
�  D
%�1E� ह< �ह� D
�1E�  �%  ��>�  ��  �_n�W�  >��  ह< � 

�ह��
 2.270 ���W ¡�; ��  �_n�W�  ��  ��> ������� �%  �	; >l�/   / ह< �
��� +��$ �� 
��#� W>	 �� ��  /  ह< ...(�
����)... +��$ �� ���� W>	 ���% �%  ���b 2.270 ���W ¡�; 
�� �_n�W� ��  ��> ������� �%  �	;  >l� ह< +Ee� ;� ������ �� ;� �ह��% �% 20 ¡�; ��  
��ह� ��	� ह< ...(�
����)... 
  

�� .��� ��
 : �$��  �� �ह% ह� � ...(�
����)... 

�� ��-!� �$ ��� : A� �ह	% �.[%  �.��; �  ��� �� A��� �.�'" �  

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO:   Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am on a 
point of order. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):     Under what 
rule? 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Under your own rule. 
 
 �&� �8
9  (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) :  �"#� $�, �� �'U  �ह� ह'" �	%��

 ��ह>  �% �� �
� 
B���"-  T�  TW*� ह<? 

Mr. Faleiro has some point of order. (Interruptions) Mr. Jibon Roy, why 
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don't you allow him to raise his point of order? (Interruptions) Please take your 
seat. Why are you coming here? You are also moving from chair to chair. Go 
to your seat, please. 
‘ 
 ��  ��!"#�$ %��� ��ह� :  �"#� $� �% �>��  7�"��  �% �.�� ह< ...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) : A� ><�K;, �� �� 	'" �  D
�1E� � A� �7���  
��4; ...(�
����)... 

SHRl EDUAR130 FALEIRO: Mr. Chairman, Sir, under the rules, the 
hon. Ministe- is required to make his statement clear. The position is like this. 
These poor people or anybody under the PDS have to take the foodgrains. 
..(Interruptions)... 1 request you, to please listen. The person is supposed to 
take foodgrains under the PDS. If the poor casual labourer under the BPL 
doesn't have the money, he cannot get it for the next fortnight. ..(Interruptions)... 
  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRl T.N. CHATURVEDI): Now, it is over. 
Please take your seat.   +> A� 4Q� ���;, +> �� >ह.� ह�  
�,	� 
 �% >ह.� �.� �	
� �  

 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  �.[% +��� >�� �ह�% �� �f�� �� ��	�� &��ह; � 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) :  A� �ह�% $��; � A� +��� >��  ��ह;, �$��� 
�ह mहb �� ���  %  �ह �� 	� % � 
 
 �� ��-!�  �$ ��� :   ��>�  �� �%4� �% ��&%  �%  	� 
 �� W>	 ��7� ���% �%  ���b 
2270 ���X ¡�; �� �_n�W� >�� ह< =�  ;� ������ �� ;� �ह��% �� ��� ¡�; �� ��ह� ह< � 
�/ D
�1E� �%  +�"� ;�  ��> ������ �� ;� �ह��%  �� ��� ¡�; �� ��ह� ह< �E� 2270  ���X 
¡�;  �� �_n�W� ��	� ह< � 
ह >�� $� >��->�� �ह� $� �ह� ह< �� ;�  ��> ������ �� ��	� 
ह���� �.��� �% 	%�� E�,  &��	� ��	�  >�$�� �% 4����� E�, +> >�� ��	�  �1�% ��� �� 
ह����  �.��� �% 	% � 4.	% >�$��  �� �% �	 0��� 30  ��	� 	%�� �X% � �  �� O��� ��� ¡�; 
O�� �ह��%  �� ��ह� ;�  ��>  ������ �� 33  ���X 	� 
  �� -�-	 2270 ���X  ¡�; �� 
��ह� �� �/  D
�1E� �%  +�"�  ��  / ह< � ...(�
����)... 
 
 ;� >�� �� A	�&�� >��->�� �� $� �ह� ह< � ���� ह��%  ;� ��* �" �  >��
� ह< � 
$<�� �%�% ��#
  �% �ह� �� ��U	% �� ��	 �%  +�"�  ��� >�� ������ 
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���-*  O��� >��/   /  	%��� �����7 ;� >�� �� �ह?  >��/  / �  A % 0��� ��D
' �� �	
�  
 
� ह< �� ;�.;�.��. �%  ��E-��E  $� �������� -�1� E� 0��� 50   ����-  >�.��.;	. �% 
�	
� $�; � 
ह �� ��b*
� �� ��
�  
� ह< � ...(�
����)... 
 
 �� .��� ��
 : ह� ��� A0-  ��� �� �ह?  ��� % � 

 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) :  �� &�	;, �. U �� A��%  ���
  �� �X% �  �"#� $� 
$�  �ह �ह% ह� � (Interruptions)... Please don't disturb the House like this. 

 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  $ह�"  �� ;>� ���-z  	�/� �� �>"�" ह�, ;>� ���-z  	�/� �%  $�  
���X
 	�  ह� 0���  �_n�W�  �% �	 2100  ���X ¡�; �� ह< � =�  
ह �ह�� �� ;>� ���-z  
	��� �%  	� 
  �� ह��% >�� ��
� ह<  ����  ��/  �Y&�/  �ह? ह< �  ;>�  ���-z  	�/� �%  	� 
 
�� �ह	% �� �����  �� �_n�W� >ह.�  �� E� � + � 0���  �'�� �ह��> 	 �
� $�; ;>� �� 
���-z  	�/� �%  	� 
 �� ह���� �/  D
�1E� �% �����  �.���� ह� �, �� 2100  ���X  ¡�; �� 
�_n�W� 	 �  65  ���X 	� 
, �� 
ह  �. 	 ��	��� ;� ������  �� ;� D
_� �� ;� �ह��%  
�� �% �	 ��� ¡�; �� ��� ह./ ह< 	%��� ;� ������ �� ;� �ह��%  �� ��� ¡�; �� ��� ;>� 
���-z  	�/� ���% �%  ���b ह��%  ��> 	� 
 �� 2270  ���X ¡�; �� ��ह� �� ह< � 
...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) : ����1-� ��ह> �%  1-%-��-  �%  +	��� �. U $�  $� 
�ह? �ह� ह< � 
 
 �� ��-!� �$ ��� :  2270  ���X ¡�; �� ��ह�  ��>
 �� ��	� ह< � $� �/ D
�1E� 
����� �% �� ह< � 0� �/ D
�1E� �% 33  ���X  	� 
 �� 2270  ���X ¡�;  �� ��ह�  ;� 
������ �� 30 ¡�; ��  ��ह�  ��	� ह< � �ह �ह	% �� �ह? � �ह? �% 4����� E�  � ���	; 
ह 
�ह�� �� �/ D
�1E� �%  ��>
 �� �.���� ह.A ह< 
ह  �>`�. 	  	� ह< =� �%7 �� ��K� 
AsE� ���_1E��  �%  +"�� �. U  �< �	% ���% $¡�� E% 0��� 
ह  �< �	� ��
� ह< =�  
ह 
���	; �� $¡�� E� &'"��  ह��% ����� �� ��ह�  �� ह< � 
 
 �> 	�  
ह ��"   ���% ह� �� �����
 �� ��ह� ��	�� &��ह; � $> �����
  �� 
������ ���-*  O��� �� >��
� $��� $¡�� ह< � 
ह�" �� �ह" �/  �� >ह.� M&�� O -  ��  / � 
�ह" �/  + � ह��� ह< �� M&�� ह��� &��ह; � 	%���  �� 
ह  �ह�� &�ह�� ह'" �� 1999-2000  �� $� 
�ह" �/  �� �"W%�� ह< ��U	% �� ��	 ��  �>�% ��  
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ह< � 
ह 2.9  ह< � ह���% ��# >X� 7��   �&� �ह% ह� � 1991-92  ��  
ह �"W%�� 13  W%���	 7 E� � 
ह 
1990-91 �� 10.3  E� � $> 10 E� �> A� 	�  E%, $> 13 E�  �> A� 	�  E% �  A$ ह����  
����� �%  ��
  �� �-  �$ T�	� 2.9  ����- � $�  �ह" �/  �� 7�� �&�
� $� �ह� ह< 0��� ��/  
�Y&�/  �ह? ह< �  ��+�	 �ह" �/  A$ �" L�	 �� ह< � �����  �%  +��$ �%  �"W�� �'�� ��ह �% ��%  
�X% ह� � ...(�
����)... ���� �� �� ;�%	%�>�	-� �� ��/ ��� �ह? ह< � ���� &�$�  �'�� ��ह �% 
0�	n� ह� �  ...(�
����)... �� 7�� �%  ��U% ��$���� ह< �  ��>  �%  O�� ���� ��1� �� �b���� 
�ह? ह< � ...(�
����)... 
 
 �&� �8
9 (�� ,�.1�. 2!$�E��) : B	�$ A� ><�K;� A� ><�K; � ...(�
����)... 
 
 �� ��-!�  �$ ��� : ����� �� 
ह �< �	� ��* �" �  ह< � �� ��b*
� �%  ��> 	� 
 �� 
��� ह./ ह< � �� ����� �%  ��b*
 �%  ��>
  �� ��ह�  ��	� ह< �  ह��% +>�� ���-z  	��� �%  
	� 
 �� �ह� ह< �� A��� ��7� �� �.��� �� �$��� &�ह� % +��$  ��	% � �  ह��%  ><���4
�" 
ह-� �� ह� � +> �_n�W� �ह? ह� � � ���	; �ह? ह� � �� ���$ �� �c��� � *  +��% �<�
 �� 
&	�% 	�
� ह�  
� ह< � +> 0���   �����  �% �_n�W� �� 0c��� �ह?  �4�� &��ह; � ह��% 33  
���X 	� 
 �%  �	; �_n�W� 2270  ���X >��/ ह< � $�  ��> ह< 0��� ह��% ��� �� ह< � ह��% 
 ��>
 �� ��ह� �� ह< � 
ह ��b*
 ����� �� ह<  =� ���%   ���b $� �ह" �/  �� 7�� �&�
� $� 
�ह� ह<  0��� ��/ �Y&�/ �ह? ह< � �� 7�� �%  ��U%  ��$���� 3
��� ह<, �ह" �/  �� ��/  ���	 
�ह? ह< � ��
��� � 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Now, Smt. 
Vasundhara Raje to make a statement regarding the successful launching of 
INSAT-3B. (Interruptions) ^ ?ft ^mi <^ tft^ 11 W^ cit 3m ts ^5!T^ I 

STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF SATELLITE INSAT-3B 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SMALL SCALE 
INDUSTRIES AND AGRO AND RURAL INDUSTRIES, MINISTEROF STATE 
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL AND TRAINING, DEPARTMENT 
OF PENSIONS AND PENSIONRS WELFARE    OF    THE   MINISTRY    OF        
PERSONNEL,    PUBLIC 
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