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Castes and Scheduled Tribes of the House for the
unexpired portion of the term of the Committee vice Shri
KG. Bhutia, who died, and do communicate to this House
the name of the Member so nominated by Rajya Sabha."

| am to request that the concurrence of Rajya
Sabha in the said motion, and also the name of the
Member of Rajya Sabha so appointed, may be
communicated to this House.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
Plight of Farmers in the Country
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IuqHTeIE (st Gy IRTSifea): 984 984 g=ars|

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH (Assam): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, we
are discussing an issue which has profound implications for the lives
of a great majority of our people because, even today, agriculture
provides employment to more than 65 per cent of India's population.
It is also essential that in view of what is happening in agriculture,
particularly to agricultural prices, and the insidence of floods and
droughts, we rise above parties and politics to analyse the situation
objectively so that when the discussion concludes, we have some
concrete things to suggest to the Government to ameliorate the
condition of our farmers.

Sir, there is no doubt that there is acute distress among the
farmers in nearly all parts of the country. Several States have
witnessed suicides among farmers. In several States like Punjab,
Haryana, and Western Uttar Pradesh, we have seen the spectacle of
farmers not being able to sell their produce at Government-fixed
procurement price, and in sheer distress, farmers have been forced
to sell paddy to private traders, to owners of shelers, at prices much
below the prices fixed by the Government as procurement price.
There have also been instances where the same private traders, in
collusion with the officials in charge of procurement, purchase
foodgrains from farmers at prices lower than the procurement prices
and resell the same at official prices, thereby cheating the farmers. |
know of instances in Punjab where farmers have not been able to sell
their produce even for two weeks. They wait in mandis week after
week. We have seen the tragic instance that, before the
commencement of the procurement season, the high officials of the
Food Corporation of India went to Punjab and spread the rumour that
the produce of the farmers of Punjab was not fit for being procured.
The

272



[27 November. 2000] RAJYA SABHA

Punjab Government, in sheer distress, asked the Punjab Agriculture
University to look into the matter. The Punjab Agriculture University is
the top university in matters of agricultural sciences in our country.
They certified that the moisture and other problems that the FCI
officials were talking about, were within tolerable limits. But the
mischief was done, and the result was that, despite official
protestations, the official agencies were slow m procuring foodgrams.
There have been instances of disputes between the agencies of the
Punjab Government and the agencies of the FCI. as to how much
paddy was procured. And who was the sufferer? The suffereis were
the farmers.

Sir. we have to ask ourselves as to why this situation arose
have read in the newspapers that the hon. Agriculture Minister is
trying to put all the blame on me. | would not deal with that subject in
great detail. | do want to make some constructive contribution. The
first thing that | do want to say is, this is not a crisis of over
production. We know that in 1990, the rate of growth of agricultural
production in our country was lower than the rate of growth of
agricultural production in the 80's. We all know that the recent food
crisis is not a crisis of over-production of wheat and rice. In fact, the
food production in our country reached a peak in 1998-99. Since
then, there has been a marginal fluctuation. So, the question then
arises is, why this distress, why this downward pressure on prices of
staple foodgrains. If this pressure is not dealt with effectively, there is
a danger that India's food security system will be in for a big shock.

The hon. Minister is reported to have said that this was
because of the WTO regime. Sir, it is certainly true that the WTO
Agreement was signed when our Government was in power. But we
took all possible precautions so that the implementation of that
Agreement will not hurt the country's farming interests. At that time,
we had quantitative import restrictions on almost all agricultural,
commodities. We also made sure that when tariffs became the only
instrument of protection, agricultural commodities will bear a
minimum tariff of 100 per cent, processed goods will bear a tariff of
150 per cent, and edible oils will bear a tariff of 300 per cent. Sir. |
have seen a number of reports prepared by agricultural experts in our
country. For example, people like Dr. Ashok Gulati, who is one of our
top experts in these matters, has said that a 50 per cent protection
for India's farming community would be adequate in the present
situation. But we did not stop there. We got higher levels of
protections i.e. bound rates from the WTO, which, | sincerely
believe, would protect our farming
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interests. It is not true to say that India has been overwhelmed by
agricultural imports. | have seen recent statistics. They do not support
the view that large-scale imports of agricultural commodities have
taken place, but it is certainly true that imports of edible oils have
increased very substantially, and they have, therefore, posed a threat
not only to the soyabean farmers in Madhya Pradesh, the coconut
farmers in Kerala, but also to producers of oilseeds in several parts of
our country.

These imports have taken place not because of what we did,
but because of the failure of the present Government to adjust import
duty rates in time. You have the option to raise duties on edible oil to
the extent of 300%. We saw only three days ago, the hon. Finance
Minister came to this House to lay on the floor of this House a
notification of marginally tinkering with the duty rates on edible oil. So,
| charge this Government that if you are worried about the state of our
agricultural economy, do nol try to pass the biame to what was done
in 1994. It is largely and mostly because of the negligence of this
Government, and because of lack of knowledge oh its part about
what is truly happening in the agricultural economy of our country.

The hon. Agriculture Minister is reported to have said that
QRs were removed when the Congress Government was in power. |
think, that is a totally wrong statement. When we were in office, the
balance of payments protection was there. We also made sure that
even if these QRs would ultimately be phased out, they will not be
phased out till 2003 it is the present Government which signed a
bilateral agreement with the United States to phase out these
guantitative restrictions in the year 2000 and 20017? It is the present
B.J.P. Government which in December, 1999, -maybe, as a fall out of
the Pokharan tests, maybe, they wanted to placate the United States
- entered into a bilateral agreement with the United States
Government to phase out the quantitative import restrictions in 2001,
even though there was an agreement with the European Union, with
Austialia and with most other countries that we could keep these
guantitative import restrictions until the year 2003. Therefore, Sir for
the hon. Minister to say that the Congress Party was responsible for
the current farming crisis, is a totally wrong statement.

But it is not my intention, Sir. to enter into partisan
polemics. | do want to say that India's agriculture is standing at
crossroads. It is not a crisis of over-production, it is not, by and large,
a crisis of over-imports. | think what has gone wrong is the system of
procurement, the system of
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marketing. What you have done, | think, in a mistaken enthusiasm, is
that you have cut down subsidy, and that way you have handled the
system ot public distribution. When, some months ago, you raised the
issue prices of foodgrams, | had at that time, maybe, in this House
itself warned that what you are going to do is going to create a
situation where people do not have the purchasing power to purchase
the foodgrains, but your godowns will be over-filled with grains which
you will not know what to do. That is precisely what has happened.
The way the procurement agencies are functioning, the whole
operations of the FCI, the mounting food stocks, the way you
calculate the economic cost, they burden our people year after year
with the cost of holding the stocks; and then you say, well, our
economic cost is so much, you want to pass that on either to the
Budget or to the public at large. There are too many contradictions
inbuilt into the present system. So, | respectfully submit to the hon.
Minister to have a fresh look at the issue prices, have a fresh look at
the system of procurement, and if you still are left with surplus stock,
have a massive Food for Work Programme in the country. | think,
there- is still a considerable amount of hunger in our country. If we
have 44 million tonnes of foodgrains in our stock, this is an
opportunity to abolish at least abject poverty and abject hunger, and
particularly, in those parts of India which have the concentration of
tribal population. A massive Food for Work Programme can be
started. In the same way, the issue prices of foodgrains should be re-
looked.

In 1995, the Congress Government had started a nation-wide
Programme of Mid-Day Meal for all school children in our primary
schools. | think, that Programme, as has been pointed out in the
Report by the Operations Research Group of Baroda, is languishing.
| suggest to the hon. Minister to expand the operations of the Mid-
Day Meal Programme. You will kill two birds with one stone. You will
reduce the food stock. You will improve the nutrition levels of our
children. In the process, you will also improve the school attendance.
So, these are the constructive responses that | urge the hon. Minister
to consider.

But, Sir, we must go beyond that. The situation on the
agricultural front is not at all cheerful. The present Government
launched, with a great fanfare, the Kisan Credit Cards. We welcome
that. To survive and to flourish, our agriculture needs streamlined and
improved credit facilities. But what is the reality on the ground? | have
figures culled out from the Latest annual Report of the NABARD
about what is happening to agricultural credit in our country. For the
last three years, the growth of
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agricultural credit has slowed down, year after year. In 1997-98, the
growth of credit to agriculture was 21 per cent, in 1998-99, it was 15
per cent. In the year 1999-2000, it was no more than 13 per cent. Mr.
Minister. Sir, you have the opportunity of implementing a Report, an
important Report, prepared by the Reserve Bank of India about
revitalisation of the cooperative credit structure. We know that in
several parts of our country, the co-operative credit movement, on
which our farmers depend for a large share of credit, is moribund
because of overdues. The Reserve Bank has prspared a Report to
revitalise the co-operative credit system. This is an opportunity. If you
are really worried about the state of agriculture, you should act
immediately to implement the Report that has been submitted by the
Reserve Bank of India only two or three months ago.

Again, Mr. Minister, if you are really worried about the state of
our agriculture, you ought to be doing something concrete about the
imbalance that has arisen with regard to the application of fertilizers
in "our country. We all know that the ideal NPK ratio is 4:2:1. But what
is the actual state? When | look at the figures of 1999-2000, the NPK
ratio is 7.1:2.8:1. If we do not correct this imbalance in the use of
fertilizers, we will be hurting the long-term growth of the productivity
of our agriculture. We would also be creating an environmentally
unsustainable situation. I, therefore, urge upon you that you should
do something, on a priority basis, about this unbalanced use of
fertilizers in our country.

We all need a more diversified agriculture. But what is
happening? | look at the production of pulses in our country. For the
last six years. there is no growth in the production of pulses in our
country. In 1995-96, the country produced 12.3 million tonnes of
pulses; in 1996-97. 14.2 million tonnes: in 1997-98, 13 million tonnes;
in 1998-99, 14.8 million tonnes, and last year, we are again back to
13 million tonnes, the same production level that was some five years
ago. If there is an imbalance in the production structure, we need to
lay more emphasis on the production of pulses, more emphasis on
the production of floriculture, more emphasis on the production of
vegetables, fruits and sericulture and all these other related
ac'ivtes'that would add to the resilience of India's farmers.

About animal husbandry, in our country, we have 16 per cent
of the world's cattle.

| learn that 9.8 million principal workers are engaged in the
animal husbandry activity. About 8.6 million additional persons are
engaged in this activity, at a subsidiary level. We take pride in the fact
that we are the
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world's largest producer of milk. Yet, if we have to raise the standard
of living of our farmers, | think, we need a broad-based national plan
for animal husbandry development of our country. You have talked
about that in your National Agricultural Policy. But that is a policy
about brotherhood and patriotism. It says certain things. But if one
searches for anything in that Plan, it is in vain. We do not find any
concrete programme. And more fundamentally, the crisis of our
agriculture is the crisis of low investment. Year after year, in the
public sector, the rate of capital formation in agriculature is going
down. Of course, you can say that you inherited that problem. The
gross capital formation in agriculture started declining in 1980. But
after 1991-92, we reversed that trend. But it is said that today public
sector is investing less than adequate amount in agriculture. Why is it
that you find that since 1994-95, pubiic sector investment in agriculture
has been going down? If you are really serious about the
development of agriculture and the Planning Commission, you must
persuade the Finance Ministry, to reverse this trend. That would be a
concrete indication of your love for the farming population of our
country.

I conclude by referring to the three major revolutions in
science and technology which,, if used intelligently, can transform our
agriculture, particularly, for precision farming in a fundamental way.
These are: the gene revolution, the information and communication
revolution and the eco-technology revolution, that is, an integrated
management of the natural resources and the eco system. What do
we need for that? We need a new approach, a new orientation to
agricultural research and extension services. | note with deep regret
about the things that are happening in the agriculture research
system. You have removed the top agricultural scientist of our
country, without any notice. Look at the demoralisation it has spread
all round in the scientific community in agriculture. No less a person
than Dr Swaminathan and a large number of other scientists have
condemned this move because this is the move which, | think,
consciously or unconsciously, will demoralise the scientific
community. But | don't want to go into that matter. But if you really
wish to make an effective use of the new revolutionary developments
in science and technology, to modernise and expand our agriculture,
then, we need farmers' effective participation -n determining the
research and extension agenda. We need to address me technology
needs of dryland and rain-fed farming much more effectively than we
have done in the past. We need to devise locations specific, skill-
based and knowledge-based technologies suited to different
agrodimatic regions.
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The Finance Minister is not here. In his Budget Speech, he
had talked about establishment of a National Land Use Commission.
Nine months have passed. | would like to know from you,
Mr.Agriculture Minister, have you been able to implement that
particular decision of the Finance Minister? If not, why have you not
implemented it?

When | was the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, we had worked out a programme to divide our country
into seventeen agro-climatic zones. Our idea was that we would work
out technological choices, crop patterns, rotation patterns suitable for
each of those seventeen zones. | would like to know from you
whether that work has been carried forward, or, that work is now
again in a state of neglect.

These, Sir, are some of the issues which | would like the hon.
Agriculture Minister to address. The welfare of our farmers is not a
partisan matter. If the Minister has concrete ideas, if he comes
forward with concrete programmes and strategies to implement the
vision that he has set out in the National Agriculture Policy, | can
assure him that we will not be wanting in supporting all legitimate
measures which would enhance the welfare, productivity and
production potential of India's farming community. It was Oliver
Goldsmith, | think, who said: " A bold peasantry is their country's
pride, and once destroyed, can never be supplied.” Panditji himself
said once "Everything else can wait, agriculture cannot wait," and our
party stands committed to doing all that is possible to promote the
welfare ot India's farmers. In that, we will not be found wanting.

st faspw qui(He u<wr): SUAWRIE WEIGY, HfNY 3R HUDI Bi
RfY o= 3rsT 3 e H =il 81 8! 61 § 39 Hag d 1 o arel IR A
AR BT AT AR § B <lfeh AR B 7201 ST 7 91 § Sl 590 7762 | S
S Yeblbear Il & 3iR Sl 3791 T &b BTl & SAD aR § R 42
e & A g | Heled, § 79+ 919 Tlibeax giferddl & 3 gl o

HIRH Cb%"lldlg';\‘lll

Agriculture is a way of life, a tradition, which, for centuries
has shaped the thought, the outlook, the culture and the economic
life of the people of India.

g R H TR ST DI BV BT, YD BT AR AR TR Sfa Bl
Ud ST 394 3111 8, difch I8 37T MY § ¥ § P 59 2 &F 3fgx 9
faft=Tareli & B gU I 3 TbR &b YR, [4aell a1rehHvr 9 oo 811 & a1
IS U STdd g & U H 391 AT 38T © A1 Hiead 30 9 596 9o
BAR] I8 PN TR 3refedqeel & BRI g7 AR FeMad] bl el 7 qhed
&) € 3R TAfeIT I8 ST S1euurd W & U H Y2 SHBT g 9T IRT MR
S T DM Bl 8H B Fdbd ol 5d 89 WXl S Bl 419 B &,
ERINENEIEISCE R IR |
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SHAH B 1 98 N W & R 2 iR Y & o7 8 31 38 9@ & Faa
P! 81, BRI Hodx, AR SIS , 3P TS8P IR 59 99 Bl ) 3
a1 gad a8 yRafET gt 8139 89X I8t & Aipiad Aell & <, Scddl Bl
W g8 Al S19-919 HAd IAH & SHE A1 T IS §U Tl T8 IRA & 3R
3T 81, A8 USTq ¥ J] &1 el Bid1 81, 98 T & 3SR d1g 81, I8 9
P TRBHRT &b 3T & 3R Jg ART BART d 3B Agh Db A1 2| 3T
a1 b AR R Al 3T 81 918 d A Al 81 99 Jad 89 AHeydd
FIIe Uy Bdd $9 BRA Fifdh sHART Afawl By nemRe il 374l 3]
fowpie & 91T § 99 89R $WR P YHR b Ufdede o U a9 fF g3t
BRI IRT FHRRI & g9 e U1v 81 wife SR Udh Siiad 9gid 8, 4R
ARG TS AN G b U H 21 ol 3fTS1 Jg! s9RI ol &1 fawa
37T 79 YR 3§ P bR ART Bocll 81 I8T 8, TS 1 (RARTT Bl a1 g3
2 9P IR | gF o] (AfTad $u | faaR &)1 g RSP SR 37 atel
I R &7 &9 gamaen T &) Fad € 59 9@ &9 fhae o Rafa
DI GEG Aol B, NI (RART Sep &l B, 57 99 Fae & fog &9
SHB! FeTq g1 g0 99 I A U I 89 57 AR 1] BT ATHAT T8l
PR D

31TS1 HfY 31X fHAM SHI B BTed <! Tl &, ISP faavor § 2
ST =T AR UF 9 RAFIRT 39 IR <@ Y e 8 21 v a)w @
AR SR A 3= @ & Iy S8 el € SR g™l aRW% Ieq8120 311 Pl
IS BI 38T 7, USTaR 9 V& 21 3751 TR U TR TS B Afh o
TG B TR I IaT ST X&T 21 B &1 8Tefd oroig EIeil defl Sff &
21 4STd # g 3R &1 UST - aTel fhaT URerne € A1 SR g e | &g UaT
B Tl fHT 98TeT B fhAT B Bl BT Bls WIISER a1 el 1 38T 2
H WIS & T ST B & Al SHP BRI GG &b TR AXBR BT WY
2 ool ST 21 oS fod 91e, 789, <1 98, IR HEIM & 918 S4I ”TS Bl
BToId I8 81 ST © fob S BT WG a1ell 2] fiaid &1 8RS § o id
& fHAMT BT TSP IR AT & T ASIgR EH1 Usdl 2 6 I =l 31 IR
P 1 el U7 IS 81 AT USIT P HIAdT A ARG WG dTell $ls 8l 8l
fireres &1 g8 W faren fidve a1 81 981 R 58 WRBR BT fdote 99
GIET & folq A o1 & fofg TR <781 81 U fRIfT 98 o= a1 g5 51 g8t
TR TH S & 1 AT U< &b HUTH IATG D (BTl Bl FTerd 9gd ERE 2
&1 & fHATT ERT MHST B DI W IISTHT 37Tl V&t &1 59 YBR B
aRFRIRT 39 <21 11 g8 1 3 H 771 SRS fhami &l fheh) ff s W
BIg W T el o o= 41 121 <l 81 fopamt bt &1 711 & 9 o o g
Teh |Tel, &1 |Iel b HeH1 Tsdl &l Uil g AT AR bl &f a1 gs
21 Td TR BH $E 72 © [ THRT WS 9 TT ¥ MR T TR 39 ThR
o1 FRIRT 21 A Sywweger Sft, # a8 de1 ag & onRew o= fRufa
BIs (& & &7 7 1 721 9911 € 1 89 $8 & [P 39 RHR & BRI I8 & I8T
2, T 91d 721 81 39 AR B RART 91 I8 & {5 39 WNeR & Iy #
AT | HRIG IR B ATS BN, G WIE B 3R G I DI Hdel QT B &
FHRo I8 aRfRIfT (T 721 g8 21 emst il fopami ot
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BT 7, S IRFRURY & ISP o7 <91 IR 40 1T TF ST BRA drel aref
IR &, 98 319+ fOTFER & AT 98] 96l & | R 98 99 SThIR Y
b & fh 89 39d forg R =181 €7 onRax 331 Adex &l 3o+ Sufera
R BIET? THdedr Jaex § IR J RIa+1 gaveHe gH1 a1fay o7 98 &l
fopaT 1T, I/Ph HUR PIs L e QT TN Yool 50 WA H fHami & foy
B P AT TET G171 4T S G81 I AR 9T B2 B9 IR IR Al AHT
3R X757 4T H el R [ I8 9 Us HM vaM < &, Afba <2 &l T
B AT T8 < 91§ A BN HA St BT g=e g, $9 ARAR Bl
g=a1S G {% 98 Ugell IR U PV 1T BT FI0C A1 18 21 81 Al @ b
SR o1 ST el &1 Bl IR Qb P AId & 39 4, o1 & |ry H, 19Ra
P AT H, THRAT & F1T H S qTel I Bl {207 T B & fo1g, 3 aret
AT A R RS R 8N, &9 fhd TR A 39 Hae] IR &1 <1 ared
2 IUBT BH W BH US SIRGHC IR HIP, IS4 TR FdT B, D AR TR
HfT T R FH, IHF IR FoIC I URAT| T8 U YOH3IAT 8 2 MR ITH
o gaR == S fifTad ©u ¥ g=are & ure 81 g9 9 1 ff 91 B] o
AT AT SUFGHIEIE Sfl, SHA BIg S7HR o] B Fhdl & fdb Il B
Sit RTIERY oft 9 IUH UBS Y 21 S &1 Icure AT fastelt & &R fam
U & WY el 81 31TST 89 oW I8 € o faorelt oot fRufa die =181 81 &v
I WR (I 1 B &1 U 1 a7 d 18 ragar dl Heg Ue & |4l
Tl AT IR STH WTg I oRg fpami o RRURT < aifcs fo=ari a1
farsTell 721 firet <81 oY1 %! e ¥ J1-oi4 He fasTelt e g1 g+ At
GEqUR Ao G B S I8 7, offh 377at Al 39 AT o 3ffdhs IO
< A1 R S AT AT H ST SRR &1 Wh1wg off 9 377t @b 1 g_1 T8
TS T B9 SI-9<1 91 IR & lfh Sl U™} STawadhdl &, Sil wmeifird
MIIIHAT &, ST fpami & T STt ®, SAh aR H dls (1 781 81 3R 89
IR fperel BT SSThr T 1 U o Ta-de Jaex | g W R
SIvCHT Tl gl © S8y SI1e] fhdMi - ursde wcu#wif%m%msae
ey A YRR SITST BTl 2 S9¥ I1eT {5l 7 Hisde daex 9 doll forn
gaﬂ%|q@6®wﬁsﬁﬂmﬂwgm%3ﬁ?w®aﬁwm
HEIGRA HH gl &l [P 5 AedpRI 96 | AT Il g Iege™ d Holl
AT e A J fHam & U shdal] TS I & 21 BT &% I HalH § &1
ST ST 7, < HE H 39 <411 Bl v oo 3 Sirs fam Si7em 2 iR fw
I R U IR TS ST &7 ST 81 I8 AT praqmaRied daex sl (R 8l
BT oot Y Fgpaclt @1 #, PrTRICT Jaex # HaT g7l 81 89 3o I3
PITRIET FaFex BT 910 R & b & SAPT AT o HH 1o § 9471 ¢ I8
g1 Afp 7eg Ueer & 3fER 1977 H ST ST UTS] Y WRGR g+ off, 39 77
8 T ST AT 21, U8 Yae Uy {6 T o fob <1 Hotg 9 A1) 8
BTN AT ST TSl, TS Sl T8l 81 Fbdl, A SAGT I T8l B
Fhd [ifepT 31 H 7 Ugel 78 2w &1 haHe J fexfior fear & fh 39
WIS B 9 B4 R BIRTIRIET §di B ETerd WRTE Bl Yl 8l 374 3R
JATUP 3T XG4T P BRI VAT 81 X&T & 3R MM fhdT™ IR ST TS oATe < STy

S e & GIAT-<ART 81 Se At
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P o ? Y faer ol d s FRRART a1 g8 81 31 fhari &l 8Teld WRe
2l 39 IR ¥ [AfTad 30 ¥ b5 WeR Bl fGaR w1 @1t & Ao
PreifuRfeT Yae # & 39 91 & W ST <1 a1f2¢ & wal ft &
YT ¥ STGT BIs W T TaHE T8l of Faball| big H pleifirfed Framad]
TN SATST TS el of Fahcitl 59 A 319 Ig UGl Tl deil, 99 dd 1o
WRBR $HDT GOUINT Bl I3 3R FAshacl] TS & Iahs A [had qaiq
Bl Tt SO MRaR s AR # foraam 9 R1eT 38 uIdar? uama 91t & 39
R foar 21 foran a1 339 69 ¥ R ¥ $STY SIF A1y, 39 IR § faar
&I a1 3R TS &9 ART I -3l IR IR ST &1 HIRTeT 3% I
2139 T B Y H o Iy YU &1 I8 a1 31 © b I8 U af faq 4
TR TE1 BT, SHH o1 §HY oI ¥4 A1 #7301 off 1 STRACT ¥ foran ©
5 599 o8 W 9 g Sbs I sa9T T 8T fhaE sk 81 HY
T, SHD! BTeTd TR 1 ST $AITY Thld 81 o T8 DI STaeddhe]
2199 I I gt ar) 781 8k, 519 T% SHb IR W 8l o €, 99
TP 39 IR H X (TR HRAT TSI 8IS, MU 4 TRIC WY e Bl
therett T 81 el STa e faTell 3R oy gfagnsli s=2 &1 e, a9 ae
I8! FRART # YR T8l 81 a1l 395 Y A0 I $5 JPR & Ford
Tfidear iferfl & Uo1 TR 1 R Y T, I o0 39 Wy § 3 gIa
o 1 i 9 AadT SFAC I B9 foha! doll § &R dhd &, 39 faem d
gD AT US| HaIed, St UhR 9 39+ 394 oIl & Constructive use
of surface and ground water would receive the higlu-'st priority. # = ag!
AT foF U IRW 31U &8 Iz B P esive ariReT & Sgef| g8 kb
fafr 78 2 fos < wradl dgadta #1at @t Rerg aemn €, 9 R T8 g
2 B IS B9 D! SUTT BiSH el HYA1, SATST S ol Gfaem & <31
Tl g Tl 81 Ahal g1 396 AT B MU= H-T ¥ Emphasis will be placed on
promotion of water harvesting, iifd% 3MST dfex oldd 1 ST =T 2l
fF AT dT8TeN cgaded Wiad S e & Jdife AxeR] Rrars g 781 fre
1 JE! E1 31 RURY I8 & % vh-vs ¥d § 1-31 IR-9R, Uig-uid U &
g8 U cggdd Gad ol off X2 8 AR dIex ofael =ird ST 8T 81 37Tl A
<Rl Pl Holdl ST ST81 HHl G@T el gsdl AT, 981 39 IR 3a1 Slaawd
A1 g1 8 b AT &1 B1 BAel T81 91 U1 ]2 &1 SAfelg die’ BRANSI &b aR
H &g <A1 BT SN forw (Aifgad U & oot g th R v &, e forg |
319! F=IdTE ST TS clfebl dTeh! S HATET T b Ty Wi ARHR Bl
I 3T TS| A1 SUGHTEGET Y, M9 T ft 1 399 978 7T 8, b
P AR Wiged § el BN, hacl &I el U el VA Soldes] & ar
H, fhoriisT & IR | A9 AT BT 511 SEATIHC SI-RE B Fhd 8] Th dRb
e R 8, TER AR TIERT BT 797 81 ]8T 81 T4~ IAlex 813 G & ¢
IFB TN H WBR DI QAT TSI 377 o9 fhae g@ F difed g amg
RIS, HeY U<¥0, ORI Fl S8, I81 I 3 UY] 918% He &b [y S
2 ©1 IS MY I IR T T I A1 a1 Ry it ? v gad @t gt
TRE Y BeldgoR R ¥R 81 SITQA | fHAT g BT I<UTG 8! B UTgaT ool
AR W B3 YPR Bl FHWIY MU AU $9h IR § faaR fhar s
eV MU $TYCH
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feoie o Wl 399 91d 31 8 6 S99 g7 ar-ara giaemg < S Aty
National Seeds Grid will be established to ensure supply of seeds
especially to areas affected by natural calamity.

RIET, WIS B FARAT HIAT gT¥ed BIR Viideds | Sl 9+ 91d &l &,
Fifead U 4 39 gH@! AfedS! & IR H YAfaR ST 918y Hiife Ry
ge & o faaeh # orsT 3T <97 VR & 1 31719 Sy 1.3, &l 1 R & IT
TP P AR TSI DI G BRA & Afbd S9b < § Vlidhedr IR qaifdd
Aferst 2, 3 9ga Ifers! < ) AfhT &9 o9 |wsiian gl 8, g
IATEH dTell 91d 8l 8§ 3R mad-frafa &t 91d g1t ® 1 89X J8f waiys!
HeM IR SR a1 SI1d1 8 3R $9aT BRI I8 81 361 © f& o ug-o: guf §
foramt Bt fire arelt FaRIS R -8R &9 8l el S T8l & iR SH$ BRI
AT BT TS NI o<l dofl ST X&1 gl ST 1T dg+ &l YR
BId1 8 fb ITeT & 918 WY I9d! 99d T8l 81 UTh &, Tl A4 & awefT e
IEdl 8 3R S & BROT I8 IR 9 & fob fopar & srorga o)1 &
T wSTgR 81T Ul ©1 Sy 319 il I WY a1 68 8 8, s¥icd $f ad
PRI 8, a1 MU HTad vu A FaRIS & IR | 91 Bl B

ey, Seog. Sl.3M. TMRIGRH & IR H e Mg A= {3l Sff
IHP IR H I g9 afh o fRAfoi saat €, St 5 89 R 8, 9P
RO Y aRfRufRt 9+t § oifdr S8t T mama & 9R # wel e © & smard
SITET G &, WX U Sl {7 &, I9H 1998-99 H Giildheer $7Ycd & <l
g 12,584 B At ST 2000 H TTHT 11,510 FRIS T8 T8 21 1998-99 H Fel
SHIC BT SIl BN AT IR AT &7 98 7.5 T ST 2000 H 5.63 TR I8
T 81 39 UbR 9 I @1 T ) Tiihear Wiede & SHIS BT Sl gocll
T ST © fob 39 BT I uRFRURT 39 TR &) 99 ¥ §, afe HfTaa
wY Y RACATSS I S ol I8 ATATT HH G &

HEIGY, STl d% AaTd § VST Sid &1, Ui 3iId & BRI T8
aRFRIRT a7 & IfhT I8 foIy i S ARBR & T Fae o Sy, <130, &
1e, fie & ST 3R GERT |RETS! ST, 98 RS o &1 BRide! 59
PR -1 U AT 3 31 IR DIl $9 AXBR 7 AIC B UGAIgSl STl &l IR
TBTS, U IR 12 I BI 3R G-I IR 21 TR DI AR 39 THR H 59 WRBR
7 31U gl Rig @1 & P HY ST &1 g9 & oy, fegwa™ & foram &1
T & folq B! 1 1 WIS IS TS, Sl 4l H&H SO Isi, Sl $B S9
THHe # 89R UM 8RR & BU ¥ Sude 8, MiEad U 3 SHeT ST fahan
ST | I8 SUANT B P ARBR - 597 G20 H 1= AT T uR= feam g

HEHR SURUTede off, § Ue-al e 3R ddR paes BRAl
TR 74T a1 311g o fhA hiee wre @il 39 <RIy 6 70 AT fham
$fee Bre AWl dd fAaRd BT ST g& &1 39 TRBR & I & 918 59 &l
ATl H 70 ARI AT Bl BT Bre AT S b © AR 50 ATeA H Up 4
frar wfee o1 &l faar wan feam & o1 a1 f a9 & <9-9 A
TN B9TR &1 d1 g1 | d87 db g8 PIRITRIed FTseleT & IR AdRl &
TEFH I AT| GTehT AGD foTg oA ST
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2, T BICT W gH aTel B, ST 39 5 & forg seat sfde fofie
g St oY, @ 991 <7 o AfpA a8 fam & forg 21 81 Adhar ol e
frT™ B fHuT shfST TS AT & BRI Bel Yeh B aedhdl el ol
U GHHeaR & foTg o dTell §9 UPR B 31T FaveT a8 31 Ga B
AH Bl

AEIGY, fHaM & &ol Wl 9T W) 9% fHY TYI &7 UeT § gAY
WRBHR A .91 B 1990 H, 700 BRI TUI & Hof g4 A% fhT & forari
110,000 YT T ST fHATT BOIGR AT, AT Boll AT fhaT AT R SHBT
¥ fham & firer dfe fr 3o Ut Aifoat 3+ 39 a1g 6 e sro
TS g8 WRIRART a9 Tg1 B ST YIS AT DI 5 3R SIRPHC H I8
foran & o 918 Bl 11 AIST1 319 Tamdd WK UR R &l SIQ| Bae 441
o1 39 <91 H hold de- &b forevedl, ga™ & forv off Jfes a8 <iid had
TR Bl oft, aevilel gt R il o) 3R SHdhT oy fha™ o it 78l e
YT T T I8 S 8 WRPR.TA.SL.Y. B IRbR fhard & g wad 41
IS TS 2, 98 BAd T AT 42T ofdel A oy 81 &g A1 5 59
] 531, &5 5T AR T8l R I8 ©, $7% DI 59 IR H T IR+ A1y
H A H3 Sft A g b d TSUT bl 59 91 o foAg R o, arey ey
3 9 STedll 1 U 2R 37 YR < R 9gd W) Ted 370 33 1 IR
THR THD] AT el B B ©, I8 AP 2 FAI1P TGl PAFCIS 4, $9
THR P U ¥, P IBR b IR I fHam o vepar & s
BT GERT 8 FhdT © a1 39 B 19T ol BT 8 AT § 3R Ig BT
ClEY

SYFHTEIe] HEIed, 1Y 91 Ielt oY SioTal dll A=+ H81 <t 38
I I IS & 91T g b IR H| 7S, T S 8 b SoTdd, ISl & A1
fore1 aRFAfIAT & ue oifh 5T ORBR 31d Siofdd & HUN T Tl RAT
T ]S 87 3T HeY U< A 24 TRIC Ao SR oIl 8, dIF UBR B
SIS T 8- Ul o, Aol ¢ IR SToUe Cad| 97 A TR 24
RYC SR o SITaT 21 dl 9T ARG 3794 R & A TRIST T S99
PIS HT-ST 81 8, e SHBT ATST BH B o1 Sfad 81 I a1 fosdl TR
BT HEINT B P IR Tl 7, A1 39 THR &1 yRFRufi 2l

B9 ST & o forar &) fRAfY faepe B1 fopam d+d oxar g, Wt
H g 9211 & 3R SUS U 9P FHATY HI WERT T8I 7, Pls AT
IS 121 81 SHH! gR A1l S W {19R 81 BIaT 2, IHDT YR1 IRAR 39
R R BT 7, SHar ufesy 59 ) iRk <81 21 gafore ffead o @ s«
feremm 9 foraT == @1 SATaeIenT 81 AT G A GIrd 2, S ART 31 UaT
B 2, WRATEH U7 B & IR HUR 48T Hd € ol 377 oy s agd
& el 21 R galTd! # il a9 & forg RiTer &1 We dies ST g 2|
IS Are ST HE BN Al HISTR HIRE 95 SATRT 81 3N S| ST fhr
IAP] HS! § do ST 8 A IHD] GRT Hed e [Herd] & AR IHD! AT
ERTE &1 S 81 39T 9 WS (R {6y S| 89R I8t 3re] Jrgien
B BAT B, ATSa= Al g1 € 3R I W $I%! REd &1 8T 81 hadl AT $
e &) 91 721 § 3R oft Wis 21 ey e o 919 39 ¥t § A ffgad vy
A AT T i &9 (A &1 Suae HRIGE, FId HiY IR AR &9

283




RAJYA SABHA [27 November. 2000]

Y, T Th R SH ! AfTS! AT 3170 FERIT < T4, I8 Faisd Hx qre|
I H I8 IR BT G AhalT 8 3R Wil BT ATHBRI W<t BT ATHBRYT Wil
# gRafa &= Fadr g1 IfT Wl amveR) Wt § uRafiaa & 18 o fAfgaa
30 ¥ EARI I8 [ I gHAMI e 81 Fabell © IR S goIai & | H
SREICINESGIES GG

SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI (Kerala): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, the peasants and agricultural workers in this country
are in great distress. They are expressing their anger and protest
through spontaneous struggles. Some of these are organised
struggles; some are small and some are big. On the 30" of
November, seven organisations of peasants and agricultural workers
are holding a massive rally in Delhi, demanding from the Government
protection for the peasants and agricultural workers so as to save the
agriculture and to save the country.

Mow. -n many parts of the country, the peasants and
agricultural workes have been forced to commit suicide. They are
selling their children. Some of them are coming to metropolitan cities
to sell their kidneys for earning their livelihood and also for repaying
their debts. Poverty is expanding to newer sections and newer areas.
Unemployment is using. The alienation of land is taking place at a
faster pace. Indebtedness of peasants and agricultural workers is
growing. If we look at the rural countryside, we can see the old
money lender in a new dress coming into the rural countryside and
exploiting both the peasants and the agricultural workers. The
pauperisation of the small and medium sections is also taking place
at a faster pace. If you look at the life in the countryside, you find that
backwardness still exists; the great unevenness is still there; some
parts are advanced; some parts are backward. We are not finding a
solution to this problem. This great unevenness is growing, if you look
at the condition of the agricultural workers, Sir, we find that their real
wages are declining; the number of workdays is also declining. Then,
big ecological changes are taking place, making an adverse impact
on agriculture and creating problems for the peasants and agricultural
workers, If you look at the impact of the adverse affect of natural
calamities, this adverse effect is also increasing year after year and
season after season, because the Government is not taking any
steps to find either sho'rtterm or long-term measures to remedy the
adverse effects of natural calamities,

SIR . if you look at the whole aspect as to why this is
happening even aftei 50 years of Independence .. (Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA):
It is five o'clock and | have to take the sense of the House.

284



[27 November, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

Yt du B Maw(STRiEd): 99 T 8 2 T 5 oot 8w
HRY, T 1R iR ARyt ==f 21
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Nt AT e 9 9 B

SuauTeae (2 Ga grTSifedn: 1 T8 8, 9759 T B

it g o witeaw: S 3mg I

Syureger(sft WAy arTeifean): F3) 78y RIT P B =72

HRY A3 icfrer FuR): IuAWTRIE ST, §PHH oI 3MMTH BT H T,
ST 319 BB Ped STRT T 18 df W) 89 TR 81 3! 3767 Bl

Y iR ot (afeesh mer) : i Sit Y 7Sl 81 Y Bl
it g oy witaH: <fteR 3iT - MaIfTe S o <31 98 919 <l

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN 'SHRI SANTOSH BAGROD1A)- As per
the decision of the House, we will take up this matter immediately
after the Question Hour.

I now adjourn the House till 11 o'clock tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at two minutes past five of the clock, till
eleven of the clock on Tuesday, the 28" November, 2000.
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