RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):Now, Shri R.N. Arya
is the next speaker. ...(Interruptions)... I think he can speak tomorrow. After
him Mr. Vahadane will speak, 3Tq&T FHI 1 & | offdhT BRI T$! 3R T&f
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): Tomorrow
Shri R.N. Arya will be the first speaker followed by Mr. Vahadane and Mr.
Rama Shanker Kaushik who will speak for one minute. Now we move on to
the Short Duration Discussion.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Drought and famine conditions in various parts of the country,
particularly in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
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HIRTET FR IET & | T8l 5 HIIT T IR & I IR bed o 4,374 313 [T
TR &R, afe T e g & forg, Ua 49 & fofg 20 w9dn I 12T | YAohiaiTs]
fpat AIgT PR Fabdll 87 AT heosl Bl g9 & [y H $© Agg B
BV | I8 3ATST R &1 WU H T8 B & | ORI ARPIR BT {1 U8l 81 B8l
o1 fop farfires RIS 819 & BRI 98 3o+ Aee B 81 Thdl 8,590 g
A BH HES AT § | 4 & Uil & forg 311 BRIS B A B1 & | A I8 <1 &
T TE 1 8,8 WRBR BT R 2, i aneft 21-22 TRIE 1 it <1frasry amg
J I g9 39 T T | 39T 39 A et f31 319 T Fohdl & 98 el A Segl
ORI IRGR F forg Refist o) T1fds i1 & oY gefivie &1 w2 8,571 &™
STeal B AMEY,d R 8 Geb | 3| a1 &b fIg it aR =1 A1y 3R SHD
o Y = =fey | [oRTT IRER 7 $HIfSUE 3R Al T, M1 ORE &I T4
AT B 8 | i SARI AT < IS § S9d foIy 89 ot e AR 8, offde
THIfETE St BT T § S8 IR B & oy ot 3 fewts & off 59
feTQ B9e] BT TSl & | 39 A1 SSIhIrCy & T8l B el 8,981 IR ol a8+
31R |TS 379 BRI 3 48 PR B BR AP & | ISP (17 I [OR1T IRPR 1 $B
Rfercior €1 €, afe iy 9§ S forg oo wae =1fey | St Refit g € et
TEcl 30 WU Tl et o df a8l
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ORI WRBR 40 B4 7 1 iy fopar € | H uget €1 del b 11 BRI 7
& ISTIR &HD! <1 TS | ....(FFE)...

IuATIEI(SN ST Fgdal): g9l SfL3TUH! Uil & B guN ARl
BT I =TS IRGTT |

S WIS AL B | 397U AR fde & b S 899 \Igd & B b
foTq 375 RIS WU B A B & S W1 S A SR B & g8 TUI HR1 a1y |
TR AT T ST Yoo 81T Al el &b f7g 9 [aire] <=1 7l 3R Ped &
forg off HaRi<l <7 @t SRa € | B9 S1a fl T 72 € | T B SIS B
2, RIfh 7RIS ®) aoig | TSI ST UST & | 98 H IRBR & SR G111 37 1T &
| I g Y 84 AMMBY | SR HaT &,9Y] BT IATBR 8,3 (7q Al 70 HRIS B
AT @1 2 | FARY I8 7 ff g B 12T | § e B dE A g 6 TaRe S
AT R BT WY MY ot W &7 yRRART &7 AT B Fhl | Afh I8 o
S SRS A € I8 SIcell el 811 &l aore 3 ffhdhed! g8 2 |

IuTeIE (s .G, Agdal): g9 S, I8 U] A Wb 8,59 ely
H aaen! R a1e feamran € |

it RIS T AR, 3T AT TP HIH H ol IRAR I
P 989 & ...(agmM)....

SHRI RAJU PARMAR (Gujarat): Mr. Vice-Chairman, the Minister
concerned is not in the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): The Leader of
the House is there, offs? sifo offex 3P § BISY IR ...(E‘Il?l‘él'ﬁ)a IYT- 37T KLY

gl
Two other Ministers -- the Minister of Culture and the Minister of
Water Resources-are also there, noting down the points.

37 TGRS FETY: STUFHIETE Si,3id § § 3119 & HA1eqH ¥ Mexviig et
TR S =l A7 Aredn § 6 R YoRE & oy 39 & 79 H $© 7
8,371 & 3R AT 419 & A1 T4aT & U & e e ol fowm  ward g
AT | ... 7 Y& & arell b ANT-TH IS B ALl 8 Al AT
<H I 1 YT 8,590 <l DlIg AT ATSHT 8] & | SUAHTEIE S,
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5.00 P.M.

Tel BT UTSS dIex odel dgd -i1d ol 71 & | A MM fdpar Rarst ¥y,
fopaT froTd BRAT SR fhd=T BASaeT BRI 2 8 BIFRRT B, dfh 3l
N g1 Y B 3R G & gl ) 7T 9¢ Y € | g7 991 H 519 319 &7 I
AT,IMT ¥ STHIF § Ui+t T8 oI fem &R «1iRer &1 ureit =etr 1 | g9ferg
TRATYd S 97 faemm H vy fbg S =y |

IYFHTEIE ST H 31T BT AR § (o o1rd <7 g2 993 f&m | e &
a7d] f@d 1 WY gr=rdTe <t § e g1 31w yeT b | =drs |

DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, we are
facing an alarming situation in our country— the severe drought leading to a
famine. It is said that we Have not seen such a situation in the recent past.
Horrifying news has been pouring in, both in the print media and the
electronic media, and also the first-hand study. 1 come from Andhra Pradesh.
I would like to concentrate more on the situation prevailing in Andhra
Pradesh. But, at the same time, I am speaking on behalf of my party. So, I will
have to touch the other aspects and other States also. We have received a
report from Rajasthan saying that all the PDS shops are empty.

Secondly, people are getting down into the wells to draw water and
one or two deaths have been reported recently of people slipping into the
open wells. The third important point reported was that there were water riots
in the State. Because of lack of fodder, catties are dying in hundreds and
thousands, and there is migration of people to the nearby places and towns.
Out of 32 Districts, 26 Districts have been declared drought-affected. In
Gujarat, about 8500 villages have been declared to be drought affected, and
the interesting feature here is, most of the dams meant for drinking water, have
completely dried up. Here also, there have been water riots and there was
some firing reported where one or two people were reported to have died.
Because of scarcity of water, the water is most polluted and the people
drinking the polluted water are getting the gastroenteritis desease. Today, I
read a report about the Gir Forest which is the sole sanctuary of the Asian
Lions. I had the opportunity of seeing the forest some time back. It is a
beautiful area. But the pathetic situation there is that both men and wild
animals are competing with each other for drinking water. It is said that in
Baroda, in Gujarat, water is being sold by one of the former ex-rulers to his
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ex-subjects, and the municipality and the Government authorities are unable
to explain the situation as to why a particular individual could sell water to
the people because of shortage. 1 would like to quote a news-item which has
appeared in the Press wherein the Chief Minister of Gujarat had stated that
there is absolutely no crisis in any part of the State. At the same time, he has
admitted the failure of the local administration. I do not know if it can be
termed as a case of slumber kor self-deception. The Government of India's
belated gesture of carrying water by trains to some of these areas and issuing
20 kgs of foodgrains to people in the affected areas, I am afraid, has come
very late.

I am afraid it has come very late. They should have come to Parliament
with a suo motu statement of the famine situation in this country, some ten or
fifteen days back. I was trying to raise this question about Andhra Pradesh for
the last ten days. Unfortunately, I did not have the opportunity, but that is a
totally different matter. They should have come to this House, instead of
going to the public and appealing for donations to get over this situation. It is
all right; the people can donate for such a cause, but at the same time, the
responsibility of the Government is that they should have come and put it
before Parliament for discussion. Because what we need in this situation is a
consensus among all political parties and only that can get us out of the
situation.

We have always been hearing about Kalahandi, in Orissa. Obviously,
not for good reasons. There also, about a temperature of 45 degrees has been
reported and people have become victims of various diseases due to water
scarcity.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI) in the Chair]

Then I come to the pathetic situation in my own State. The condition of
the people in some of the districts is very miserable. About 18 districts have
been declared to be drought-affected. Around 688 mandals, which means,
about two-third of the State of Andhra Pradesh, have been declared as drought
affected. During the last one year, Sir, the shortfall in rains in various places is
to the extent of minus 90 per cent of the average rainfall. The Government of
Andhra Pradesh had declared, in stages, the names of many mandals. And the
figure now comes to 688 mandals, that is, about 40 lakhs of families are
affected by this drought. The crops in the districts of Anantapur,
Mahabubnagar, Rangareddy, which mostly grow groundnuts, red
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grams and beetle leaves, have compleltely withered away in the kharif
season. There is no possibility of sowing again in the rabi season* The
ground water level had receded in most of the places. The irrigation wells,
open as well as bore wells, in most of the villages have dried up. People are
forced to fetch water from a long distance. Particularly, women are forced to
do this job. There is no fodder for the cattle and the peasants are selling away
the cattle to the slaughter houses. There is large-scale migration of these
people to nearby towns like Tirupati - it is a very holy city of ours -Bangalore,
Hyderabad and to a very distant place like Maharashtra. Starvation deaths
have been reported.

A special feature of our State is the suicides that are being committed by
the farmers because of the failure of crops, due to which they are facing a lot
of poverty. It is very unfortunate that there is pressure from the cooperative
societies from where the peasants have got some loans. Pressure is also
coming from the private money lenders; the pressure is such that the farmers
are driven to commit suicides. So far, during this season, according to one
estimate, 140 suicides have been reported. Leave alone the cotton farmers'
suicide. It was running into many hundreds; and that was about one year
back. I will read from one of the authentic reports published in The Hindu . It
is not my newspaper. "According to unofficial estimate, the district saw 140
suicides by farmers recently due to pressures for repayment of crop loans. Of
them, the Jadcherla areas alone accounted for 14. There have been a total of
800 to 1,000 such deaths in the State during the past three years. The
Government has granted Rs. 1 lakh ex-gratia each in 74 cases. Gloom
pervades many habitations around Jadcherla."

Sir, during the last three days, we are getting reports of cases of gastro-
enteritis and deaths in many parts of the State because of the polluted water.
The crop loss is estimated to be about Rs. 2,500 crores, but our Slate
Government had requested the Centre for a grant of about Rs. 750 crores.

But, unfortunately, the Centre had granted only an amount of Rs.75
crores which comes to one-tenth of the amount that the State Government had
asked for. I don't know how much money has been released so far from this
amount of Rs.75 crores. We don't have the authentic information. You know
that the financial position of our State Government, to put it in a respectable
term, is precarious. The recent CAG report confirms the very bad financial
situation of our State. Therefore, we are unable to meet the situation. One of
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the Central Ministers recently said that it was the responsibility of the State to
look after some of these aspects of drought, famine, etc. Our CM had, at the
same, declared an allocation of Rs. 154 crores for these areas. But because of
the paucity of funds and financial crunch, only an amount of Rs.53 crores
could be released so far and the people say that nothing had reached them, and
even that small amount had got just evaporated through the bureaucratic
pipelines. Ironically, one responsible Minister of State made a statement. 1 am
sorry to say that that statement has become very controversial. He has
attributed these deaths to psychological disorder which has become a
communicable disease. This Minister is a doctor and a respectable colleague
of mine and he holds the degree which I hold. At the same time, I am
disturbed by the poverty of diagnosis of this doctor. My request to the Centre
is that it should come to the rescue of the State irrespective of the fact that
there are some lapses. We should not go into the technicalities. It is not the
time to go into the technicalities. Don't say, "we have already given you money
from the NFCR. We have already given you money from the CRF. There is
no utilisation certificate. The CAG report supports it. The accounts are not
maintained properly. There are diversions of funds." All these things 'might
have happened. But don't stand on the technicalities and say, "because of these
things we are not going to give you the fund". When such a situation arises, it is
the duty of the Centre to assist the State Governments. The Government
knows where to dip its fingers and how to dip its fingers. You only ask a
bureaucrat, he will tell you how to do it. The Government of India should come
forward immediately, without bothering about the technicalities, to help the
State. That is my demand.

Before I conclude, I have one or two points to make. What happened
to the National Drinking Water Mission? It was announced long time ago.
Now, the whole country is crying for drinking water. What is happening to all
these missions? That is my question. Where is the disaster management policy
of this Government? Should we, such a large country, not have some policy to
manage or pre-empt disasters of this type? We don't see any such things here.
What about the long-term strategy? We have perennial rivers. In our State we
have the great Godavari river. We have the great Krishna river. They have not
been harnessed properly. We have projects which were built 100 or 150 years
ago by Sir Arthur Cotton. Fifty per cent of the Godavari water is now going
to the sea and we are starving for water. Where is the concept of sustainable
development in this country? Now, we
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are fighting. Some people say environment is important and fight for it. Some
people say development is important and fight for it. But nobody thinks of the
importance of combining these two to have sustainable development. We are
having some dams which are important for drinking water, for irrigation, for
sustenance of our people. Where i.°. the policy of recharging the groundwater
level which is receding very rapidly. Some of these things require long-term
measures and the Government of India as well as the State Governments
should pay attention to it

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT (Gujarat): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
in Gujarat, there are 18,000 villages. Out of these 18,000 villages, 9,000
villages have been severely affected by drought. So, half of Gujarat is under
the grip of very severe drought conditions. As the Chief Minister has said, it
is the worst drought in Gujarat during the last handled years. This is the
position in Gujarat today. But, Sir, I would like to bring to the notice of this
House, how our State Government remained negligent and not alive to the
problem, which is of a very serious nature. Sir, in September last, the
Meteorological Department announced that the monsoon was over. It means,
there was no likelihood of any further rains . The ex-Chief Minister of Gujarat
and the present CLP leader, Shri Amar Singh Choudhary, demanded from the
State Government that a declaration should be made that since there was
scarcity and relief work should be started immediately. But the declaration
came on 28th of December i.e. after three months . So, the hon. Chief Minister
took three months to apply his mind and decide whether a declaration of such
"a severe scarcity condition should be made and relief work started or not.
Obviously, he was not prepared to start the relief work at that point of time.
Therefore, it took three months. After three months, he declared this scarcity
condition and then he started the relief work. Then, Sir, the fodder price was
Re. 1 per kg at the time when the declaration was not made. But when he
made the declaration, the price of fodder went up to Rs.5 per kg. And now the
situation is that necessary fodder is not being supplied to the persons who are
the most affected, whose cattle are dying, starving, for want of fodder and rain.
In this connection, I must mention that the Rajasthan Chief Minister wrote to
the Centre for granting Rs.1145 crores, in the month of October. In Gujarat,
the declaration was made in December. The Rajasthan Chief Minister asked
the hon. Prime Minister to give him Rs.1145 crores, as the situation was very
serious; in the month of October. He met the Prime Minister personally on
November 16, and again on the first day of
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February, i.e, he met him twice. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, you will be
surprised to know that our Chief Minister did not bother to meet the Prime
Minister at all. When the Prime Minister came to Gujarat...
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. He has not met. Why are you defending
the Chief Minister. ...(Interruptions)... He has not met the Prime Minister.
Please lake your seat. It is a fact that he has not met the Prime Minister. ...
(Interruptions)...

SHRI LALITBHAI MEHTA (Gujarat): He met the Prime Minister on
26th  of October. He submitted the memorandum personally
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT : Don't try to be a goalkeeper of the
State Government who has made a mess of the situation ...(Inferruptions)...
The Prime Minister came for two days. You know this. He came from
America. He was in America for 10 days. At a time when Gujarat was
burning, he was fiddling in America. He came after ten days, landed in
Bombay the same day the Prime Minister was there in Gujarat. Instead of
meeting the Prime Minister, my friend, he said 'T am sick.' He became sick the
moment he landed in Bombay. He was not courteous enough to send even a
Memorandum to the Prime Minister at that time, during those two days. Nor
did he send any of his senior Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT Karnataka): As of today the Chief
Minister has not met the Prime Minister. ...(Interruptions)... He can praise
Chief Minister when he speaks. You can say that he has done a very good
thing. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI LALITBHAI MEHTA: I am putting the record straight. Sir, he is
misleading the House. ...(Interruptions). .

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: The record is very straight. As of
today, he has not met the Prime Minister. He has not sent even a single
Minister to give a memorandum to the Prime Minister on behalf of the State
Government. Only once Shri Suresh Bhai Mehta accompanied him. I know
that. He has briefed the Prime Minister. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, it is said in
Gujarat which is known to everybody here that the Chief Minister has not got
a good wave-length with the Prime Minister. Whatever is his wavelength with
the Prime Minister, we are not concerned.
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, the Chief Minister is
not here. It is not fair. Sir, he is aware of the rule and precedents of the House.
The Chief Minister is not here. If he wants to attack the Chief Minister
politically, he can do it outside. We are discussing the drought and famine
conditions in various' parts of the country. Sir, the people are suffering. Let us
not politicize the issue. Let us not unnecessarily dilute the spirit of the debate.
Sir, he is a very senior Member.

4} IFTET IUATARTSIRAT) $H TRE 3 3MEY T DY ATLIBT 81 &
....(TGHT) 8T Bt foawy o = e A Rex &1 | ... ) ...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, the Chief Minister has not . .
(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKATIAH NAIDU: We are not discussing here as to what
are the differences in the Congress Party or in the BJP. 3TPT "Wfer fAl T7 #i
He should not speak like that. Let us not play with the lives of the people.

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: Everybody knows as to what is going on in
Gujarat.

JURHTEE (571 RO AR : Mg Sf1, 31 379 Wige IR |

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: That is why he has got two-thirds
majority.

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, as of today the Chief Minister
has not visited the affected areas of Gujarat at all. He is sitting in the
Secretariat in an air-conditioned room. You can see the Chief Minister of
Rajasthan going to different villages. Can you advise the Chief Minister to
visit the affected areas of Gujarat and see for himself as to what the position
is? ...(Interruptions)... The fact of the matter 'is..(Interruptions)...

SHRI BACHANI LEKHRAI: Sir, he has met so many people. He has
visited so many areas. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: What is the position in Rajkot?
There were water riots in Rajkot which is the city of the Chief Minister.
Thousands of women have ransacked the office of the Municipal
Commissioner. Even then, what is the position as of today? In Delhi we get
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water for two hours in the morning and for two hours in the evening. In
Rajkot, water is given for 25 minutes every alternate day. That is the position
as of today. They are saying that there is proper management of water. That is
what is being done there. That is the position. Water riots have taken place in
Junagadh, Bhavnagar, Surendernagar and Jamnagar Which are district towns.
Water is still not coming there. It is coming every alternate day. Water is given
every alternate day in all these district towns. That is the position. The
situation is becoming worse and worse. What has happened in Phalna and
Jamnagar where three farmers had died because of the firing arising out of
water dispute? The same is the situation in Bhavnagar. People there were
forced to stall the highway traffic. They are not getting water. Fortunately, the
Sub-Inspector escaped. Kerosene was poured on him. He was about to be
burnt alive. Somehow, he escaped. But his motorcycle was burnt. This is the
position. This is the ground reality. Water is supplied to 2000 villages through
tankers.

And, what is the experience? Tankers come, and they have to be taken
again to some other villages. I know of certain instances, particularly, in
Kutch, that when a tanker goes to distribute water, and the people are waiting
there for the tanker to come, the driver of that tanker would not wait there;
instead, he would pour the water into the dry well and ask the people to take
the water from there. How would the ladies waiting there draw water from the
dry well? That is the serious condition in Gujarat today. Therefore, my
submission to this august House, to you. Sir, and to the Government is this. In
view of these things, when water is not available, when there are water' riots
taking place, the Government of Gujarat had sought an assistance of Rs.722
crores from the Central Government, and the Central Government has granted
only Rs.54 crores. My submission is that more and more assistance is
required.... (Interruptions)...

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL (Uttar Pradesh): When was this demand of
Rs.722 crores made?

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: I am pleading the case of the Chief
Minister. He has asked for Rs.722 crores, but only Rs.54 crores were given to
the State by the Central Government. More and more monetary help is
required. Otherwise, Gujarat will be in a very difficult situation. That is what
1 say. People have started moving from there. A Central team was sent there,
and they have given their report. Mr. Chaddha, who was sent from here,
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himself has said that the people mere do not know anything about water
management; they have no expertise; they have no knowledge about
recharging of water and so on. But. unfortunately, nothing has been done by
the State Government. Sir, I submit that the hon. Prime Minister should visit
Gujarat and see for himself how the situation there is. And, if possible, a
Parliamentary delegation can visit the State of Gujarat to find out the facts.
Whatever I may say or my friends there may say is immaterial. What is the
ground reality there? This should be realised. In fact, the ground reality has
been expressed by a Cabinet Minister himself, that is, Shri Kashiram Rana.
He visited some places, and has stated in a news report on 23rd that
Saurashtra, Kutch and North Gujarat are in a very serious drought condition.
He has said that the people, including fanners, and the animals have to be
removed from that place to a safer place. That is what Mr. Kashiram Rana has
said. Water can be sent by trains, as had been done in the past. I would like to
add one more thing. There is a report in today's Times of India on the front page
that the next monsoon is not likely to be satisfactory. If this happens, then, it
will be a big catastrophe. The Government of Gujarat as well as the Central
Government should take it as a warning. I wish this report is proved false. But
it is a warning from the Meterological Department of Bangalore.

Sir, there are also reports in the Press that the Minister has said that
the responsibility for this state of affairs is with the State Government. I fail
to understand this. How can a Minister say, in this grave situation, that only
the State Government is supposed to deal with the situation? If, tomorrow,
people die, if there are water riots, will the Minister go on fiddling when the
situation there is burning? It is the responsibility of the Central Government
to see to it that the people do not die, that the animals do not die, and that
there arc no water riots.

The Central Government must come to the rescue of the State
Government. The State cannot be left to the mercy of the Almighty God. The
Central Government must shoulder that responsibility. The hon. Minister
should please take note of this.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir,
I, on behalf the Telegu Desam Party, express my serious concern on the
drought and famine conditions in Gujarat and Rajasthan and in various other
parts of the country. I may be permitted to bring to the notice of this august
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House the drought and famine conditions in Andhra Pradesh. Sir, severe
drought conditions are prevailing in Andhra Pradesh due to deficit in rainfall
during the South-West monsoon period, i. e. from June to September. Due to
the most unsatisfactory distribution of rainfall and long dry spells, most of the
major rainfed crops such as groundnut, maize, cotton, castor and sunflower,
got damaged severely. A major crop of the State, the paddy, either could not
be transplanted or it withered away after transplantation. The value of the loss
in terms of area unsown, as well as production loss due to damage to the
standing crop, is estimated at Rs.2566.91 crores. Our State Government
immediately impressed upon the hon. Prime Minister and requested for
Central assistance of the order of Rs.720.36 crores. The Prime Minister was
kind enough to immediately depute a Central team headed by the Joint
Secretary (Agriculture), Government of India, for an assessment of the
drought situation in the State. The Central team visited the drought affected
areas of the State in the first week of October and held detailed discussions
with the officials, the public representatives and the public. The Central
assistance of Rs.75 crores from the National Fund for Calamity Relief was
announced long back but, unfortunately, it was credited to the State's Head of
Account very late, on 31st of August, 2000. As of today, almost the entire
State of Andhra Pradesh is reeling under one of the worst droughts in recent
times. The ground water table is depleting very fast. The fall in ground water
level, as recorded in March 2000, is about 13 metres as compared to the one
prevailing in March 1999 and the maximum fall in the ground water table is
likely to touch 20 metres or even more by May-June 2000. Already about
14000 bore-wells have completely dried up. 619 Protected Water Supply
Schemes have failed due to source failure. As on today, many parts of the
State are facing acute scarcity of drinking water and it is likely to be further
acute in the coming two months. Already transportation of drinking water has
been undertaken in 1400 villages. Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, due to scarcity of
fodder, cattle are dying in some parts. The farmers are preparing themselves
for distress sale of their cattle. The State Government is opening fodder banks
and at selected places some cattle camps also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Mr. Reddy,
there are three speakers from your party and the allotted time is ten minutes.
Please be brief.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY: Yes, Sir. Sir, we are
highly thankful to the Government of India for its concern over the drought
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situation and the recent decision to release 29 kgs of foodgrains to each
family in the drought affected area at below-poverty-level rates. The other is
the 'Food for Work' Scheme, under which individuals would be entitled to 2
kg. of foodgrains per mandays work at the below poverty line rates. These
two decisions of the Government of India will definitely help the people in
distress in the drought affected regions. There is a talk in official circles that
these two programmes are not for Andhra Pradesh, which is largely affected
by severe drought conditions. If it is so, this attitude is objectionable,
irrational and condemnable. Our Chief Minister has already requested the
hon. Prime Minister to implement these two programmes in Andhra Pradesh
also. I appeal to the hon. Prime Minister to announce in the House itself that
these programmes will also be implemented in the drought-affected parts of
Andhra Pradesh. I am sorry to note that the severe drought in Andhra Pradesh
is not being considered at par with the other drought affected States. In
Andhra Pradesh, 18 districts are affected by drought as against 22 districts, 688
mandals as against 1099 mandals and 17431 villages as against 21,865 villages
are affected by severe drought and the State Government has declared them as
drought affected areas and it is implementing the drought relief programmes.
Hence, I appeal to the Government of India to treat Andhra Pradesh drought
affected areas on par with other affected States. Our State Government has
spent about Rs.400 crores for the drought relief including the assistance to the
farmers, drinking water supply, fodder for the animals and employment
generation for the poor. Our Chief Minister is personally monitoring regularly
the drought relief programmes and he has already visited four districts. I
appeal to the hon. Prime Minister to come to the rescue of Andhra Pradesh by
immediately releasing the remaining amount of Rs.645 crores for continuation
of relief measures started by Andhra Pradesh Government. I would further
appeal to the Government of India to release the 1st and the lInd instalments of
all the Centrally Sponsored Schemes such as EAS, Watershed Development,
JGSY, etc. without insisting on the utilisation certification in respect of the 1st
instalment.

4} IFTST AT STFHIEIE FE IS, H ISR DA & IR H &
eE $9 e $ M HEAT AT § | ABIG T, ISR & APl b aR H Sl
HyTgE RN € iR o1 U= & I BI RART 97 715 8, 39DT Hed1 HRAT g1
BT § | I ISRAM BT AR &A1 899 19 G& Bl AR H I8l ©
EIER S EEENN IR EESISEI ISR IR IR CHENC IR TR
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gl B, SHS BT HRA A IS WS Bl ST © | S SATHI H g1 BF
AT T AT F © | JSIE] & Iar A1 a8 1 $g-Ps Al g SdR
AR R TR U &7 U ST oI 3ATeh 2 | 31T |t ug fRUf uget & gaor
BITE € | o9 Uil &1 81 ® 1 T9T WRBR oA BT WaTd 81 18] § | OfF g81 IR
TRT T8l & @ ugelt & RIST I8 @1 waTd Bt § ? T SIEARI &b AedH
TSI E | H IoRYT BT ardl § SR #H e g olfs § e A e dRe
ITEd § o ISR # U~ Ueh 95 d! TaT &, UTHI0T FHATS @l | 37T I8
T3] ST $9 BIEId H & FOTA! Sed=T BT Y2 81 81§ | g8i UR 9o ugaii
DI W& fhal €,39% s AXDHR & U T8l & | STHT garaT i 81 gar
TR, BT &b oy Ui B gER el # o 99 <2 E,991 W & | 39 e &
& IR 3[BT DI e TR R BT SR I8f & IRPR BT & | 981 W
3FpaR W ABTA B! [AIDT T 81 21 SFART b STRY I8 B S SRR I8
A B BT 8 P w1 & fory 8d i e fhy <ird | <ifee wgiea, |
AR TR fhi) ARPBR BT MY 21 BT | H fhefl TRBR B M= HReh
fawg Y SIS TE HRAT ATEAT | 9T AT ¥ S By I8 A, H rdTe Bl
it IR & s ia ST =med § | 981 &1 NfSd AMddT STl 9 HR18
& €,39%! 3R § &7 BTG BT ATEa § | 89 99 9 & o el 8-
T4 o | NfeTr &1 & 339 3R AT & | § ST BT MR < HRAT TRl
¢ o ool & o/ gaRi 7 981 & AR B R {6y 6 a8 W rdrd o
fRIfa 91 waR © | 399 Aol | ISR & 37dhTd B fodT IR¥™ g8 3R
50 WRBR H W g5 | H 93 §9 & WY I 914 Hedl 9r8d] § [P 98 W) UH
AR 3fBTe DI g1 [AHINDT IH Ui | &, 981 &b SHN IS BRA dTel &I FA1
Ig Pe [ AR T8 TR 37hTct B FRARY & ST oifhT sa+il YT 781 2,541
fde 81 8, 3d+1 WX19 7Tl © | 781y, I8 3 fa ReTs & iR 3= I8 They
fear € | e W% ygE HAl St AR S BT AEdE X B B b
RTSRYT, I[SIRTA AT 3= YT H hTe] IS 8T & IR Sl TSI &, AT
2 T Frd iy GRATT B .....(caaem)...

7 g ORISR : TR,....(TTHH)...

S} YIS SRATS: 3MYHT THR W) TN, HO AT | 31T Y o=
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d 8| (AU IR ORI BT Y YR IR HRAT A8l §

it Ferawg HUM: 3MIB A F5 TRBR & A3 96 U 8,30 ITh]
A < 6 I QT A AT AEIATS | ...(FH)....

2} ST AT 59 g8 A A S RE & Al § g w4 g P
TSR & THAR AR IR 4 16 fTg&™ ¥R # € ok &5 R d
EHIN ST e 4 HIG[E § |

it Frerehfa RTf(HET g<wn): U SR 1 o1 § ...(HaeT)

7} AT IATE: 31T qIoii 79 H ATID! G | ... (FFLT).... 3BT
Iga-9gd g9aIg B AT J3 SMAR Pel [FgRe & Jiax Sigi-sigf W
e STILIISRAT & AN o ISIAT H SThR B fHAT,AGR H DR B
P ol oI | SR W B fBAT o oifdd a8t & Al B SHeR)
foreteft, a9 €1 uar e fb g8t uR ot waras fRuf & a1 gal faee fRafa & |
ST STHAT $ 91 BT & (b BAR Y H31 39 1A B 34T Tb AR < H T8
PR UIQ b MY AEY 3R HH A P IR A 9RNU-3IR B T8 A
HH, AR $ GRT UFT &1 ST S Febdl | oifbeT sl o1 g9 &
fow,aRT 4o & fog a1 § wweran g 6 Rgw & 89R dNLIoRAM &
FARAT ST ART 9T Wbl © (b TS g A1 1 99 IR Bl A81 gl ure |
IR I8 &-d18 [98R H B 81 AT 81T <ifeh =T 3741 ) gl © | gafey #
RTY WRBR A [T DHRAT A8 §,PIUF DI AR ¥ e HRAT1 aTe g
e a8 Qe ardTet FipTer-Herm w3l 4 HET 8,391 41 3R BN 3R 81 &b JeA
P B AR ST WY | H qEer g 6 ART 9gd d$1 AT W 3 qohdl © |
SUGHTEIE HElqd,H Udh AR d1d DI 3R ST BT BT ar8d] § AR 98
g & b #1131 A I8 A1 Pl [ BAR YTl & J&J H3l AT ARPR
BT H el STeR J01 R&1-T8 H 37U ¥Teq T8 b8 Y81 §, 38 AN W 8] 8,4 Ub
3fTATad & A I8 a1 81 B Il g | STGHIEET i, W 2RIS 9l 81T |
DU b ALY ...(FAM)...

Sl STEATGE IRRUT (JTSRAT) : 3779 3M&T 7l M8y | I8 agd
Bl AdaTeiier 3R TR HET U= foRe=1 U1 S & olfdh 81 Boall BRAT 3R
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P TRPR & HUR BieTh e A1 I8 8] ST |

oY WS IAT: HEISY, Y TS WX & §9(01¢ Sh] 14 <1 1T |
T W TR ORAT | AP 3T € | IR AT D] dlei BT HIbl <31 Al
3TTST BTN | SUFAHTET Sft, 7 S Fal foh I8 w4 vres a1 & | 319 g9 faarg o
T TSI =TS § b ST ARBR &1 PR W& 8, 9T DR Fb! & AT 8] DR qeb!
T | U8 W BT TSt B el I g9 ol AT &1 AT aeg WY &, 5
9 ID! WY DI WIS gArdd] A7 51 df TS SRAYR § 7R LI qHY
SR H S & SRIGARI & I §= J24A W W 99 I, 74Hsd &
A ey 99 9,39 99T S84, 39 FIRST 9 Wart §96) doddR o )
3R TRBR DI Fal b JH O 1 DR 32 8l,d4 B 8l T BI,JH AhTel Bl
AT B H Thed THRAT W 59 1 &l 8] of X8 81 | T8 910 STd1 ALl
9 P! 8,4 T8 HE B g | § Al Ig el Iredl § P 3R WRBR H el IR
PIs BHI & T AR T YT 6 P TS T8 IR 8,89 9 HThY 39 INBR
& B G | S GRBR & BE1 Dl ARIS | R g9 To] dared fo fowd o ff
BT & IRV Pl AMGH! AX AT UY A | I8 A U&T 8, I8 A4 U8
2 3R 9 A U8l & HUR TSI 3 91 T8l dH1 a1y | H |ier-are I
A &1 =TEd § P 50 PR ...(@au).. H T8 B <1 g1 H I I8 Bl
AEA §  .....(FAT DY GE..H BAaS PR BN G | T UGHY A DI
SIS I8! & iich I T I8 ST N & | H IE Pbe1 aredl § SR 3741
EHAR AT 9G] -1 I81 PO a1 Dol (b oI &1 59 e &b 3e% THRT BT
U 999 T 1 s IRBR A AR BrIATa! &1 2,30 g #20 7 W 3
FEHY -1 STd! AT 2,399 Y 31 IGhR BT HR- BT T fHAT E |

S 1 U8 A THR G99 o A1 Puid WRBR | JR PRIATES! B
3R T 9 W M gEHR, S AT SR § S |l 3T deH) S
BT B BT T fHar | &6 gerHEE Sft dl 39 919 & foIe e=gare <A1 9nfav
ST S8 1+ @R TIRT A HRIATE] BT 3R I AN HeH ToTT | A8 oz H3ll <l
JT 9 T AT T STt W& $9 BT | 1 1T | 39 aR H faueft g o
3TITST WS BT deTad fhT ST XET &, U1 WOl BT S 1% fharii 8T & |

264



[25 April, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

T DY e Ay 7T € foh 98t gt & Wi I WA, ART W Aol | By IRBR
S AR Al ¥ I8 S HRAT ARV | AT iy 7 A g W wEm o sy
TREHR & I U1 81 2,390 IRBR & UTq 99 T8l & | I8 WK 2 3R 39 IR
H g A1 ST S IR B8 b © | ITP! BISATS FAT & IS H 781 S | oA
T U G 81 © | § IE BT A18dl § (b g DI B A, b AT
H,31TST o 3141d ¥ fopdl At =afth 1 o ISR 3 81 8141 @18q | g8f iR
U3l BT & BT ARY MR G b T B AT B AT | 3 b
ARBR BRI IRBR DY AT S HABR R oAb 3hTel BT ATHAT B b
foY &9 99 B1 $B YaTd BAT G IH! SR B9 ABTA Bl [T &1
ATHAT B YRAT | 3TRIY AR & ATEIH H 84 3TdhTal dt i & 71 g
PRI GhIl AR T & IGPI GHAEM B UGRAT | A9 FeI el BT AlepT
feram, g forg § sraet smHRI g |

SHRI M.P.A. SAMAD SAMADANI (Kerala): Thank you, Sir. I am
here to make only a few suggestions to the Minister on this very important
discussion. I would like to mention, very briefly, some points. As we all
know, the serious drought situation has become a great threat in the day-to-
day life of the people in certain States of the country, especially in Rajasthan
and Gujarat. Food is scarce and drinking water has become a rare thing. The
various dimensions of this problem have been discussed in detail. I am not
going into those details and I am not repeating them. The most important
problem is the non-availability of water. It is reported in the press that fights
are taking place, among the people, in the villages, for drinking water. People
are fighting each other for a drop of water and a serious situation has arisen in
some of the areas. That is the most important aspect of this issue that has to be
taken into consideration. A special relief package has been announced by the
Central Government. The Secretaries of the Central Government are working
on it. It is, no doubt, is a welcome feature. But that is not sufficient because
the issue is very serious and grave. Because of that, something more is
required to be done and some serious and urgent steps are to be taken by the
Central Government to remedy the situation. I would like to give a few
suggestions. Immediate monetary assistance, ample supply of foodgrains are
the two important things, after drinking water. It is a very good news that the
Railways have consented to free transportation of drinking water. This is a
positive thing and the help from the Railways has to be
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utilised to the maximum extent possible and more and more drinking water
should be transported to all these areas. There is scarcity of foodgrains. For
example, rice, it is reported, is a very rare commodity in those areas. Only the
strengthening of the P.D.S can solve it. The PDS is, now-a-days, under threat.
Only by strengthening this, we can solve the problem. Throughout the
Country, there is a problem with regard to the PDS. There is a need to
strengthen this, especially in the drought-affected areas, for the use of the
public. Also, the cleaning of wells is very important and the Central
Government should make a system to scientifically clean all the wells that are
there.

Now, Sir, I come to next point, that is, storing of water. Dr. Y.
Radhakrishna Murty, during his speech, suggested the need for a balance
between environmental awareness and development consciousness. Today, a
fight is going on in the country between those people who argue for
environmental awareness and those who argue for developmental activities.
In fact, both, environmental awareness and developmental activities, are
important. So, there has to be a balance between the two. A balance has to be
found between the two, and more water has to be stored. It is reported that in
the coming century, or maybe, in this century itself, the great battles among
nations will not be for territories, but for drinking water. Thus, we are heading
towards such a stage. It is a very serious problem, which humanity is facing.
We will have to find out for the future as to what could be done. So much
water is wasted nowadays. We will have to think of some kind of a scheme,
some kind of a system, by which more water can be stored. Thank you, Sir.

Sl ORI gA(RER): SuqwIeder HeIey, 3 de & foy a9y
fem, 59 forg a=udTe | He 18, JoiIRTd 3iR TSR HIHR G& &l guc H & |
7 R4t s afe STHaR A1 9 & Ty 99 R8T © | $U, a1, At &R
el Y& R DS &9 T & | 51d 341 o Dras G+ &l GeRT forar i g8 9t
&1 Y 81 T § | ORI 4 U U dTee] a1 & forg ARdIe & Fiad i 718
gl

I8l T b AT ST o | WY o 81 g1 918d § | SR A8 &,
S ey V81 & | G_dl Bl AT [dagpdl =T a1 81 A1 © 3R fhwrl B
T [Seg el @ TS € | B o1l I8d 1 B Il ol | Y T8l 8
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9T RTeT @141 R awdal ol | 4T Uiy Bis s a1d 61 & | Pl
BT IDBIY T T IR BT & B | B I8 HIHR B & ©Y | Tdhe BIdT &
1 T & Mg ST <1 § | B 16 b WY H Febe BT & <l G o g &1 <l
2 | B9IRI 3791 IR SIHaR] 1 U1 & He ¢ SIHT1 Uedl & | o4l g & w4
# 519 I8 UHIY BT 2 A1 S Bl 99Ul 1 € | 37T f g &1 RIeR gaR
ORI 3R RSRATT P J<2 8 X8 & | G BT YbIY Usel Hl BIll 8T & |
ST EHAR 8T HTel 7Y Bl G B $ foIY IRAERTIT M I91¢ T | §H4R]
HIEATY “PTel HE YT < B8 DR T DI IoI HR b AT [HAT Bl of b
“pTel HY U1 @7 | 39 IS Bl A8 BIdT AT 3R 3§ <adT bl TG~ B $
foTQ Qo1 31T 1 STl oY | I8 Y& BT UDbIY Blg 718 a1 81 & | T JATRI
Tl & T 3R WRGR dTgd] al 99T ST FebdT T | <ifpT Igi df 39 v
DI PO WIS ATSH TS TS o b fquar Rk o 311 &R @S 81 Sy 3R IR
SN @ W) A, 9 U & {8 o, BRI &1 1 9 9d &
BIRU STTHER I AT &, I AHY ARBR DI I8 YT o1 & [ el G I
T | IH q1S Bl-Boell 7] ©,81F a1 BT SIhl § 79 SH-BA | 5d Blg
Al BRIHH 771 € I DI T8 BT B Y BRAT © | 519 9 g8 Tfsham g1 Bl
2 I9 I sl SHaRT BT ST Foll ST & 3R $=a1T 37971 ey ot a7
<1 8,95 | AR D1 S AT =rell STl & | 37991 et 89 @R o <l b Hafl i
B BIeId © [ oTeh-oTSihal Pl b AF7ax IR PR Sl il 3§ AT AT DS
T TIT 8,3 YT Dl AR BT YA PR E & | I8 G981 81 3113 [RART & 1 7
A1 T BT A 8 MR HUR A UT B 1 2, VAT RART 3 3R 18 d iR gfaer
T Ugd Al g ABART DI G 8,99 GHRY BI I & | BARI AT AP 59
RE DI ATYGTHAT Bl GPTaell DR H YXI TIRE 3/7H & 3R b APR Bl R
<@l € | g8 IR g & | fUsd & ATdl | ORI 3R o 4 g
1 THIY <l X817 | 97 95 B 81 e Al | 59 IR 91 P &1 4§ aul 9gd o
TS & 3y oI & H 26 71 e G& & Uy # € &R S &
PR IRI Bl AT H TFHR AR b © | 37 [pwr AR [ef @afth o € 98
SIFTERT ) TRT 8] & U7 V8 & S9fTy I8+ STaR| &) Ble foar § fvd e
D Tl STY 3M1R 3T ST 1 &l D |

AEIGY,IT AXHR 3N efe F =it #orga 78 gl {5 9 39
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BI ATIST BT DTG PR Feh | SHIAY ISR B RBR 1 F7s TWHR A
1,145 BRI B! T B 2t | AfhT IRPR 7 ITP g5t § ITHT 103 RIS Bl
JEIAT USTH & 2 | 39 99T ) IORATT & SIeliR 3R gTSHR & $ollh
fIcpd @ & IHIT F BRI TY I8 © | U4 9T 4§ §9 R8BI Bl dAl
BIs g 37T HaH el BT ol FhdT & | AU TAN I IR &b AN TG
FE T2 I P I @) 91 T8 B AR | Afh § <@ 8 g #IR RT3
TS RET © fh g WRPR b ThR A Hiall Ta8R S ST & AT B I8!
2 T8l gl uIfcal &l TReR € | 9 YHR HR1 I8 <1 & &b Al A IgRIee
o 9 99T IR YR IR Gl S AT 7 {6 39 9877 91t & 91d Bl
ST IR | SR & S W I TDHIT A, @ AR I W TSI E |
3TPT & HRUT T$Y ¥& & | 9 1 $9 I &H $9M o 3R ORI & T g4t
T H M B | AT FHM ®U H Fa8R {1 ST =nfev drfe 9 <9 &
BRI Q{1 7S PR IET & ....(AHT Bl Tl

HEIGY,3d T aRE W Wdhe 9 Y&l § 393 I8 oIl & b Uy &
oreil # W-JTR gewr, ey 9wl SR Y Jaw-39 SiTel § 9 G BT Hhe 9T
B 91eT © | SAfY Ugel | 39 51781 WR AT &7 faam 11 =nfey | JoiRTa 9
I T IE SATGT HHE AT Gl & | clfh U8el W 3R SIS fham Sira ar
IS T HHT HH B AT AT R I8T BT HH BT dBT 3R T HT a1
ST BRI 1 81 UTT ST U1 BT Sh F SASTH A HRAT 81 ST & | ORI
= 39 15T P YT b Al DI 917 - & U 3R S fAhRid Hx+ &1 B
SIS TTET AT 3R Sl $© T AT I AR RIS 7 A1 A SR PR
foram a1 ggfd & f&ar | oo AR FHgHl B AReR 1 % THaT Ao
S AT | I TR TR U & SASTH BRA § Pls ®fd T8 fodr) | S &1
RO I8 & o TOIRTA H ATST UT1 BT ST 81 AT 53Nl 8 AR 9 RS Bl
TPheilh IS TS BT 7 |

THh AFMAR 9 ORI H 1995 Td B &I & WaR oA
...(TET)

Sl RIS ga: 81, H fARIY AR oR forefl oR aRIg 8T I REN 1
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B BTN ARBR P ThTeId B I8 & 7 3MYd! Teira-T # ¥z & | 89 b I8
AT 72 E 3 3R T[oRTd TSR 7 2t A it Ferdselt IRl BIeht <Y 31T emae
ST HIHR THIT 7 BT YT 3R 31T <t -1 7Y § e S99 N
SIET A0 97 ST | 3R B Bl Adold Je1 ° | H B IR T o <&t §
Fife T 3rft pet fop 398 Ioifa 721 i TRy |

Y TRl SRAM: I T 7 T 5 IoRI # 1Y AT TH WIoaT B
IRGR Al .4 fhR 1 B2 179 ... (FGE)

SRt ARIST Ga: RTSRAT D1 BT <% AIOY g8 sy TR B! BTerd
BITRNE .. (aEH)...

Y YMET I3FEAT: 99 THT hdd U IR IhIdl Tl AT | 1 Tl |
AR IgT XToRATH H S1g g9+ X5y fhaT df hdol Udh Alel Tl TSl T |
3ITYHT TRHTR ITH & 9 TBTe Bl YHIM Bl & |

JURATEE (S} YR TEIY): WIS, ol 8) bwile | ol 8% haefs |

SR ARIST G« RAT 3M1R F1G B8R T 37T & | offehT /8 &b A WR
ST TSI H &1 {1 STl & 3R 37Tet ATt R R AT 91 T Ueh1y Bl
2 ol fhR 39 o 4 U1 @d T Sl & | $4ioy H WRPR 4 I8 e
AT AT o gD T SASM BIFT A1RY Ui &1 Ty fhedt 7 fpeh
Y H Yehe SIS | i1 YA & 837! YRS &5 91 & oy s
RIS MR oY | 3R 56 TRATSTHT BT FHle SR & oIy JIoT1 M &
qd e 21 gFHA J19 Sil 7 PO G B P fIY AT 3N & Yd Ae
£ EFHORTG ST 7 $B G AT 9 & a1ex Sre yRars1 &1 S 4 fhart=id
o ST AnTfey e were arex fre &l g wu fear s =nnfey &fRk ure &
S {1 B, b Sl BHAR A ©,9d] GITod [l ST a1y, 39T
GTRgRT Tl ST R | TRl B |1, UTi1 bl WRef fhal ST1 A1y | 89
&l g BT 9gd SATST qa1al B STl & | AT YT DT FRET0T fHaT ST
IR | ATSS qTex Idd Sil A1 ST BT 8, SFh] ST ST Bl sauid fhar

ST 911R T |

# e w16 IR a1 | S9N A WA gHIS HETo 31 - S8l fh
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H NTS! WRBR UT WSl GI1,AT H ST STIRIE BRAT @S § [ AT 9 o
DI 91T R PR 8,39 I 9T FIY iR 7 9 GEnRa sard © d8i
aT+i1 et SITY | e B TR, 3 ST 20 el SISt < T ariaT R §, S9!
319 30 el PR < | [ IS A1 I8 & b 81 9 ol gSi-g! "IYony &l <&l
8,1 B9 I8 3re8] ARE | ST & [ I8 YR &1 4e ¢ Sy 3R S5
QAN T® TEl ugd IRAT Sl fh SR AT § | g9y sHat R @
SR © | 39 HUR gs! I8 FTRTT K@= g a1 I8 Sl 1gd arEilt ©
I I AN dP UEd | AT Sl ufeeras FERgeger Rived € 59 &1 oY guR
ST, TET o1 I8 AIRT TS eef €1 =rell SITQ i TR 3R Y1 fh Sl
TRE ¥ Il T2 | 596 A1 B A1 L7 U MR SR ST Al {59
HHY T8T IR BR UBR B agell e &l ST DAY AT ST AR (A1 b i
H 784 <1 & 1Y BRIATE! Y& $RAT A1 | ST IHRT el BT FaRT 81 1T
2,1 S IgT g 1 /2 8,51 YR BT RI$R 81 8 ©,d 319 984 Sleal
BRI R & 3fe” MR 81 SR, w6 & &l ga1q ot agd el a@ gore
a1l &, 3rg SHTRYT A g2 1 ) 374§ SMYD] YRT SIS HRAT AT |
Hel U1 7 81 fh AeMRY el SY 8iR 79 39 ST BN | SAIATY A-T 3™
IRIY B 6 GRBR P AT I < 81 a1 {6 a8 Ga 18d S IRH
PR S | pact AR H 7 I8 Y dfctp SToRdHal ®I gRa gagr g Ferar
ggal AT, AP W & TDIT A,37HTl & UPT H I ART Gfed 7 38 IS |
gIATE |

37t STEHE YCA(TORIA ) : STAHTEIE ST1,UH 98 ol THR vy o= F=i
Bl Y81 8,99 W dic $1 39 g3 Sl JiepT fad1 & SqP oy | I agd-
T4 MIRI § | T & UBl B [, ORI H G &1 AT & aR H 44 & 3
T JATHI [hT AT | SHA Ul Wl S0 Hed H & &b IR 4,916 b IR 4,HH]
RIS & IR H,HH ASFAT & IR H, T UIHad AMUSY 2,396 IR H
= GIY Bk XE1 § | <fb A =rafQ g e el e, 3MRIR ST Aoz &l
2,9 DT SolTol FAT 8?2 35T 89 BISCH B a1 B IB B,3-BIHI SISl Bl
9 B T2 & | 9 W BIs U fueT B € O g9 U8 A oMl ® fh st
IS BATHET, T fuaT aNfYd BT T8 | 519 I8 91 SSdl © ol SATaT
TS TRTe IR B 91 S3chl & | Avex & U™ o7
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6.00 P.M.

R T2 81 € T4 I YA HATHS! BF TRHTHT B 97 Bl & | Sorar | )
I 914 g A7 ST61 UR WY Ugl fuaT 31ms, U a1 g3 © | H wwerd § {6 Ay
qiferdide UIES &l 39 IR S3HR AT A1RT iR BIg U1 BIY 941 A1fay
o 19 Mt BIs UAT fIUeT 31T AT ST ARBR 3R D TR IR HHOIR © AT
S A IHG! AEE B WY | 519 FF Bt T BT © A g HAT S AHNSH
B 31 S & 500 BRIS,1000 HRIS,1500 HRIG,2000 HRIS & forg | H FAHraT
% o 9% IR & & MRAT & \raeT B SR BIS V4T IRAT Fepterr g
et o 3 arel i # IR-9R gAa! 39 vy . 989 7 o)Al U | 98t
TP TOIRT,ATeE TN, ITSTRRAT, 7ed U< 31K 37 U ¥ ol \aTel &, 5 FAHeH
% [ gai fRUT 98 &1 19IR, fRrarsiep oiik warae € ik 99 | Surer, i I8 78l
HE 3 o= yael & e g L

e H wwerar € 6 oR@a @ RAfd sarer & A ©
TG, 81 BIg UifdlfcdHal WhIR Aed SR & folg wel T8l gaTl g, afeh T
I T AT S ORI & A1 9l & 3R |iefl FeAa 81,81 Gl © I8
A 1A BT FHAT T B, AR 18R SR FEAd B 1 ToRTd B ISR Bl
o TR A A4S HRAT A1 1,98 e 81 YR € | I8 a1 89 WIDR Bl
=1 & eTgel o1 ARE | Qaer BIMT A1, a8 T8 gafl | 314! I81 $HR
St gaT 72 & 5 JrEaRT g7 ford 9 W WiRee oS | H gerag e
Hifsan g fiie MNfsan &1 g=gars a1 g NI 59 B 3 Ior ik o
Bl T8 I I AIBR AR F75 Bl AXBR S s | STTHTEIE Si, T I8
1 |1 e 2 b ORI W AIYT el gl AT STeal W 81 T, ol IHB]
TfeRite ®e R dRE W dheoivd] WIH 9471 F1iay 41,59 dRE SIgdel $he
WRBR DI HARSH FIHC BT AT 21,98 T8 (bdT 7T ? FIT I8 a1 el
T2l & fo g #2i 1 SHRBT ST & o foel! 3R 31U SHGUH BT Py
H3T T 9T H3 TR SUANT HRAT 1Y A ? Gl T8l A1eqH b I a8f
B AT 3R H DI ST b [T T8I HE BT | AT I8 aId Ae! 81 & [b
T HAT Sl 59 JORIT T Al I8 o2 ARPR bl SeRT off {6 a8 3!
Thacs URAT @ fafdie &R Ry ORI &1 BRIeT 81 7 SUqHTee
S, T8 gl ISR T8 7,399 g WY Bisal § Arsaali may o1 § 17 |t
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T AR TV 3R O TR & S 18Rt ! #9951 H_A1 a1fay a1,98 T fohan
AT | YR H 916 375 3R IBs & SH BT 9! 19 TRE 9 SRS
BISAT AMRY AT, T8 Fe| BIeT TIT | 39 SR 1d 1R 31 I Fore &l Tt 3l
GRTT T HTHT JHATT 3Tl | I TSR 1 AR A Aol 81 aTey o, 781 &
TS | I8 BhIhd & 3R 30 WhR BT IRy | SUFHTegel Sit,5d R § 3R
PIs IAGAR 7 &! dfewd IrRNFRR F forar f -

Sl EdbIdd 8,99 WIPR HRAT AMMRY 3R 50 FHRT Bl &4 Fab!
TR B Tl AR | $7d foTy B9 A9 90 ATl &1 89 YRT A8 AN
B P (Y TR € | R SATaR S 81 <l 89 UTgH FFReR & a1 A1 911 &
fou IR &

ORI e H 1 AT g8 € | 799 A1l gead 81 {6 H 7 heed AR
S T HET XS (6T AT | S9 IR 2 H31 Sl B STa1d 7Y 36| -8 A S
g | STaTg AT & S heed AR IR §,d8 IIORATT ¥ AT S & | 31 7IH © b
TaTe ST 1 59 49 W A1 e © | f gi Al B4 & SR YorTa §
STET €,39feTY 981 & hoed ToRTd & diex IR A A I & | It is very
ridiculous. STAHTEE Sf, S TRE B! Ao AR Haras RART 981 & | a8]
1 AT FaT B 781 ol | AT TR g8 Sif gt I8! A o g 3 w7 gigas
T Asfhd & SRR W 8@ afan &1 $U § IARGY gr FAabrar S

2,599 g1 I &I 91d 3R T B bl o |

weIey, ¥ g F8] hedl fh 39 v v WRaR 2 € | IReR
HRIER HIoiae &1 1 31g oY | g8 FIa-1 Sfedi] @ BI41 112 241,781 81 U7 |
B HhdT & 99 H G BT TeAl B, 319 A ORI | 31T B PR | 7987
T2 | YD ARBR el © | gedl il I8l T8l 6,76 ol § IS4 go1 dradT AT
o feegeer 7 Sl oraTe fan 2,51 815e 99 & 2,31R 98 8199 4 (SR R o
f a8 BTgC g1 HAoR 8,90 U & ¥l Pl HoR & oI § & 430 W 919
STe & foY TR g | <ifh 98 S9d Wes @l a1 718l 9o &b #e yaer 4
PO 1A BN 3R ORI 3 $B AR a1 B | I8 3P el & | P! H ARPR
off, g8 W g 3l 9 79 98 Ay el fFebTel Ury | gem H3il Sff 9} JorTd
T & 3R A aTIe PR MY Y | I Pel AT
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BT BT 33 o1 TRE A g9 Aied a1 8,341 ORE I WRIR ARAR BT 59Y
Al Aica B | g8f 98 g A1 B 901 Fad © d1 31 gA1d gY H HIHT
<TsH Bl 11 3R EH 99 HA1 St Bl Are  faeman fo s a1 3ima & g1 B
a1 & | [oTS T, 89 31U §& H3l UR Sa1d STef] |

SUFHTEIE ST, I[ORTT H G & 91 A1 B & g 9T+t &7 Sl et
2, 39PI 3R PIs AIeYeH & dl 98 WIGR FRIGR UIoide & | 78 UL &b AN
A 1 AT T8 81, lfh 89 It 3l feidy 39 folv Ty &)+ 81 |
HBIGY, T 1986-87 H S1d JIST 31T AT AR I81 FARI WBR 2 1 g8i Wi
et 7 -0 aR SR fpam o | Hex A g qR) BrRnRd iR el
oY, H UTFT HSAT TRAT AT, BT AT T AT 31X o7 TR 39 grse RigueE
P TS T 3ITST ST bR | B Bf SToxd & | H TeT Ha1 Sft 3l e=are
AT AT b IBi 3rdiel &I, 3= U & 9l &b fI ¢ < @l 91 Bl
2,20 fpell T2 &1 3FTST 34 1 91d B 8,31 WIRIUe 31,7 9+ U R
Ihe HRAT § AR B AT § b 39 D19 H STedi] HR Bl SToxd 8, g
WG Bl Y S UBe] $B PR B SR © IR IR 8F I AN e
A, 91 STl a4 I 81 gre | Refis ad =t 32 € afe oy a/man |
T AIBY, SN AT H 8] I X8 § | B Aol & b IRBR & U 37feraps <7f3r
T 81La 7 81 guafery forg 7 7,757 afRemor § Relw a6 g1 anfay, 9 /7
H J g% T8I gU & | ReAlp acb 4§ 1 $E T8 & b 40 WU 7l R2 & alfepT |
I § b 30 aR § Al 1] 5718 A R §,d%icd € | S gRAR gas
A AP T TP BT HIAT & I9H fB¥ BT 10 wUT firet T &, f<ft 31 15 ®way
et %8 8, Tl 31 20 HUY e X8 © 3iR a8l W SR ol g3l 8-S didbedl
1 fiyerT anfey, AoRde gFT a1fey, a8 &l 81 %7 § iR qI-gl,dH-d4 die
TP FoRAC 78] 81 | 981 IR Jeex 18! 7, AfSdher iRmed R aRe 9 a8f i)
B B dTel AN ! e Frfe,ag T2l fia <& & | IR Il 8 8iR g7
IR ¥ g HA-JAPR AT BRI, BRA1 BN | Y@ Sl aoT8 d 8 2
AT B ST Fell T5,d81 IR T B I8 I | 3717 & Wie,g8] ¥e a1 g
1) § ST A HeH fohar T d Sd U H,9491 #9 ggol ot Fet o1,us
ST Y T2 AT 3T BT IR VAo feam a1 fob 3 .83t 9978 9 4R
MY | ST EHIDd & BT WIHR BT AR | dl 981 Rellt ad Sa1aT | SATeT
Qe
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IRTY, Ut g &1 ST A1fey fos AT &1 9 | @A e afora af fie

Hep,40 HUY b A1 HH A B4 el 51 R IRAR b A1 gu H B1H PRl & I
P A HH a1 91 A1 e 118y | STel 9@ G & 9T BT 9aTd ©, S9P
R ¥ g8 Sfl 4 91 @l 8 3R § GHeT § P SHPT Sfeg 4 Seg yay fhar
ST A1f8T | ST8l 9% BIgR &I FdTd 8,30R Ugd ¥ UfeRie far g ot
31reT I8 RAUfT 7 Bl | YR Haslst A 3iR arast ATl | 91 @l 18, <Afh oS!
ST DI 15,30 RN DI ACT IHR 3R I8 TR $Hal &Id [ MY IRT IS8T
a1 FRART Awe el o, <ifeh g 12T 81 T 3iR I8 gl © | a4t 4 a8l
R R ¥eis M1 a1fav,ag &l & | 19 &1 arh, Rell 96, ®ise, 8= arl
IS R BH AT Q1 81 3R H s § [ 59 (og 89 o] Ad-Sefd)
AN BHRAT B, TP DR T HRAT BT dlh TH.UH. U1 HIoTae STeal
 Sedl Y 81 S, IAP O AT el | Gobd1 a1ag Sit A o § dwgm
e d T STHIUH BT YT PN FeT H3AT Sff WX {6 HH | B4 d $4D] $© 8l
freret | 7Et T | Y AT A @t Gro o), S aR # war T 6 N &
BTl H PO T8I g3l clfh1 § HET =T § b 150 BRI WUY X Y & oAfeh
S 9.9 B GRPR TS 981 TR A1 I g9IC DI 150 BRIS A 4 BRIS DX {1
T | 98 3feexHed Wi off 3R IHH T8 AIS] Ulee™ dl |ied 8l Al oAl
Jfeh a8 WY 721 81 TS | 89 $B Sice¥rIied WM |l a8y iR SATeT |
STET GRTIT ST 81, U™ FaRAT Bl ST AMRY | 900 BRIS WYY BT Wl
U1,1100 RIS WUY BT AR 55 PRIs wUY el | a1 3R A&t I
ool SareT & STeT TS el 9. S1.ue . Rive s H, 99 IR W Sl 7SigR a8
Rell® 9 TR ST R I8 © SD] SI1&T F SIT&T TS el Qa1 o
ST AR | # |\ g & 3 ARy 9ol 8,59 W g9 fre-Sees ™ SR
MY 3R ST H Y6 H Del b qoMY g9 [ qR-IR 89 59 R Il B, 84
PIs U1 & [T a1fey a1fe 86 @l 81 7 B IS | 4TS |

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I agree with
Shri Ahmed Patelji that political parties should all sit together, come together,
to evolve some sort of a solution to this sort of problem, whether it is cyclone,
whether it is drought or any other natural calamity, for that matter, in any part
of the country. There has to be a proper approach; and there has to be co-
ordination between the Central Government and the State Governments.
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Sir, before I go to that issue, I have taken the permission to mention
about the situation prevailing in parts of Karnataka. Twenty-one districts of
Karnataka are also facing a drought situation, particularly, the border areas
Kolar, Bellary, Raichur, Bidar, Gulbarga, Bhagalkot, Belgaum, Kaveri,
Chitradurg, Tumkur and Davangere which are adjacent to Andhra Pradesh,
are facing a grave situation. In Andhra Pradesh also, out of 1103 mandals, 743
mandals have already been declared by the State Government as drought-
affected areas. There is migration of labour. There is a severe drinking water
shortage. There is a shortage of fodder. These are the main important things. I
am happy that the Government of India has announced that they are ready to
provide foodgrains that are required by the affected States. They have also
decided to provide free transportation of the fodder and also drinking water to
the affected areas.

I am also happy that the Prime Minister has called a meeting at 6 o'clock
today to take the suggestion of different political parties. All should evolve a
consensus approach to tackle this problem. Sir, I wanted to rise, in fact, a
wider issue. Manmohanji and Jaswantji and others are not here because they
are pre-occupied with the meeting called by the Prime Minister. Ahmed
Patelji was referring to the States asking for funds. I have gone through this.
Rs.700-0dd crores are asked for by Gujarat, Rs. 1100 crores are asked for by
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh also has asked for a similar amount. Then we
have a memorandum from Karnataka also. Andhra has asked for Rs.650
crores. If you put all these things together, what will happen? Simply because
we are at the. Centre today, I am not trying to put an accusing finger against
any State Government. Fortunately or unfortunately, most of the States are
ruled by different parties. We are hearing here in this House, people trying to
find fault with State Governments. People try to find fault with Gujarat. My
people try to find fault with Rajasthan. Somebody else tries to find fault with
Andhra Pradesh. We are not serving the cause of anybody by doing this. I do
not want to go into the details. I also have information. I also have newspaper
reports. Today, one of the newspapers said: "This should be an eye-opener to
all of us. It seems the State Government has chosen to take two separate
stands-one to highlight the severity of famine when it comes to taking
assistance from the Centre and the second to term reports on droughts as
'media hype' when it comes to exposure of the administrative failure to
provide drinking water, fodder, to the drought-hit villages. A senior official
of the Chief Minister's Office denied any
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information of cattle death or even migration of people from the drought-hit
districts." How irresponsible it is! I do not think that any politician can make
such a statement. I am not attributing it to the Chief Minister of Rajasthan. I do
not want to join issue on that. I am talking about the issue involved. We should
really take note of it. I am not mentioning the name of the Chief Minister. It
does not concern the Chief Minister as such. I am talking about the
administration. Political parties should take note of this attitude. "All this is a
routine affair. There is nothing very special this year." An officer speaks like
this! Members are saying that there is a serious situation, there is migration of
people, there is shortage of fodder, there is cattle death. , According to
newspaper reports, about 50 cattle have died in every drought-hit village in
Rajasthan. The same will be the case in Gujarat, the same will be the case in
Andhra Pradesh, if it continues like this. This will happen. That being the case,
we should evolve a solution. You have laid down certain guidelines with regard
to the National Calamity Relief Fund. This is not made by the BJP Government
or the Congress Government. Even if Communists come to power tomorrow,
they will have to follow this. You must evolve a system where whenever such a
situation arises in any part of the country, the Centre and the State together
should take the responsibility. There is no politics involved in this. Somebody
was trying to misinterpret what Patwaji has said. Patwaji has said that basically
this work has to be executed by the State Governments. Even if the Centre
gives Rs. 1000 crores as required by Rajasthan or Rs.700-odd crores as
required by Gujarat, the Centre cannot go there and open fodder depots and
also cannot distribute drinking water by itself. It will be an encroachment into
the responsibilities and functions and rights and duties of the State
Government. The Centre has to supplement, has to augment, the efforts that are
being made by the State Government. Some people forget the responsibility.

They are saying Hcx Bl U8l &1 AIGH 8,381 PO (BT 78] |

I am not one to agree with them because I am not willing to blame
either the Centre or the State. It is nature's fury. It is a natural calamity. We are
in the beginning of the calamity, Sir. I would like to caution, we are yet to pass
May-June. A very difficult situation is ahead of us, particularly, with regard to
drinking water, particularly with regard to fodder, because when there are no
rains, there is no question of fodder being available anywhere. You have to take
it from other States. You have to transport it. There is news in the newspaper
today saying that Rajasthan has opened fodder depots.
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But people are not in a position to purchase it because they do not have
money. It is a practical problem. The same mayybe the case in Gujarat also.
So, you have to supply fodder either free of cost or at a subsidized rate. This
issue has to be kept in mind. As far as drinking water is concerned, whatever
may be the cost of it, the Centre and the State should bear it and supply water.
The hon. Member, Shri Brahmakumar Bhatt has made a suggestion. 1 went to
Rajkot some fifteen, twenty days back. There is a drinking water problem.
The drinking water is supplied only for few hours or it might have come down
also. But if we are trying to find fault with somebody and then trying to make
a political allegation against a political party or a Government, that will not
solve the problem.

As far as the issues of politics are concerned, we have wider
opportunities to discuss them and debate them. Sir, what is the situation
today? Today, I was there in the briefing. I want to share my experience with
my friends here. The media men were asking as to what this drought is. Is it
serious? I said: "It is serious." They said that seriousness is not reflected in
the Lok Sabha. Out of 543 people, there were hardly fifty Members. Today
also, I find the same situation in our House. It is a reflection. So, that being
the case, we should take it seriously, in a proper perspective and then do
proper introspection and come with a realistic solution and also realistic
demand. I was raising this issue about States' demand. Whose money is this?
After all, this is people's money only.

Coming back to the main issue, my suggestion is that the States should
give a realistic assessment of their requirement. The Centre and the States
together, if necessary, can discuss this in the Chief Ministers conference or
the National Development Council and formulate a new policy. We find that
there is no money in the National Calamity Relief Fund. Andhra has seen
some problem. Orissa also have seen some problem. There is a demand to
declare it a national calamity. Similar demands will come from other States
also if the situation continues like (his. That being the case, there has to be a
proper approach and consensus among all political parties with regard to
distribution of these funds and mobilisation of resources. We may have to
think in terms of mobilising additional resources for this purpose. Otherwise,
what is the way out? You have Rs. 1,24,000 crores debt service, you have
problems in the Oil Pool Account, you have problems in other accounts. But,
at the same time, you cannot allow the people to die, you cannot allow the
people to suffer without drinking water, you cannot allow cattle to "die and
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the cattle wealth to deplete like this which have already depleted because of
various reasons. You cannot allow them to get further depleted. That being the
case, some constructive and meaningful suggestions will emerge from today's
all-party meeting. I only appeal to all political parties to take a constructive
approach on this and then come to a conclusion with regard to pooling of
resources and also with regard to distribution of resources. I was really pained
when I found our friend, Balkavi Bairagiji also, sitting in front of the
Parliament today. Sir, somehow, I am not that much matured and senior to
understand all these things. We have a forum here, Parliament. We are here to
discuss the issue. It has become a practice with the political parties to stage
dharnas in front of Parliament. Tomorrow, my party will do it, day after
tomorrow, somebody else will do it. Are we in a position to convey a proper
message to the general public through the Parliament? We have a forum here
to discuss. You are kind enough to allow. The rule says that only one Member
from one party. But today, the Chairman was kind enough to allow a number
of Members because people from Kutch district, people from Banaskanta, the
Jocal people, will ask them as to what they have done. They have not even
raised the issue. So, that being the case, let us utilise this forum to discuss this
issue and then come to some conclusion and have a constructive and
meaningful solution to this problem rather than making politics out of the
present situation. I do not want to take further time of the House. My priority
is to give water, my priority is to make available fodder to the cattle, my
priority is providing work to the people. "Food for Work Programme" is a
good programme. Fortunately, we have enough foodgrains, sufficient not only
for this year but also for the next year. That being the case, the Central
Government should have a liberal attitude with regard to the supply of
foodgrains to the affected areas and these foodgrains should be distributed to
those people. Earlier, they used to engage themselves in agricultural activities.
Now, there is no activity left because there is no water. So, there is no
question of cultivation or anything like that. That being the case, these things
have to be provided to them. These minimum things will go a long way in
mitigating their sufferings. In addition to this, the State Governments should
mobilise resources to meet the situation. Thank you.

PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, Rajasthan and
Gujarat, as also parts of Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, are severely affected by drought. The people of
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Rajasthan and Gujarat are starving for days together. They go miles together
to fetch one pot of drinking water. Their cattle, camels and other livestock are
diminishing day by day because of lack of water and they are dying before their
masters' eyes. Our own brethren in these States are suffering due to
unprecedented drought in that area. It is reported in the Press that for the last
ten days, 26 of the 32 districts of Rajasthan are in the grip of a severe famine.
People are migrating and there is no drinking water in large parts of the State.
The fair price shops have only kerosene and sugar and there are no
foodgrains. Gujarat is facing severe drought conditions for the last hundred
years. More than 143 dams and reservoirs in Saurashtra, Kutch and North
Gujarat have already dried up. Others have water for a fortnight only. I am of
the firm conviction that we have to take long-term measures to solve the
drought and famine problem.

We have faced drought and famine situations on so many previous
occasions. But it is a question of timely planning. We must have a long drawn
plan to avoid repetition of such kind of things in future. The Central
Government and the State Governments should make every possible effort to
save the lives of the people and get over the difficulties. So, we have to help
them in this hour of crisis. Relief work has to be extended to these areas as
quickly as possible. The Central Government has to protect the interest of the
people and extend a helping hand to them. Our hon. Prime Minister appealed
to the people of the country to contribute their lot for this cause. We all join
with him and 1 am confident that our Prime Minister and this Government will
get over the situation.

In this connection. I wish to urge upon the Government to have a long-
term plan to face any such calamity in future. Every year we face drought
either in the Southern, Northern, Western, or, Eastern parts of the country.
Failure of the monsoon and delayed rains are the factors which cause this
calamity. Last year, we faced the worst experience of a super-cyclone in
Orissa. The coastal areas of Orissa are very much affected by cyclone. But
the report says that this year that pan is affected by drought. Those parts have
turned into drought-prone areas. Due to the cyclone, all the trees have been
uprooted and that area is now looking like a desert. Due to this, the rainfall
which was due this year has not occured. The failure of the monsoon is due to
the havoc created by the human society. There is widespread deforestation
and the use of all kinds of machines has polluted our environment. These are
the reasons for the failure of the monsoon.

279



RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]

So, we have to take all these things into account and plan accordingly to
avoid such calamities in future. Our national plans with regard to this should
be implemented. We have to plan schemes and we have to implement them
without any fear or favour. We have to harness the rain water during the
monsoon and save it by constructing proper dams and check-dams and by
storing in big tanks and ponds. We have to link all the rivers of India. We are
told that in Rajasthan people have to walk miles together to get a pot of water.
If we link all the rivers, we can divert the water to where we want. In some
areas we are facing drought and, at the same time, in some areas we are facing
flood. So, there has to be some kind of a plan for future. In this context, I wish
to bring to the notice of the Government that when Mr. K.L. Rao was the
Minister of Irrigation, he advocated a policy of linking all the rivers under the
caption "River Garlanding Scheme". This had not been examined properly and
I think it had been dropped. I request the hon. Prime Minister and this
Government to explore that possibility and try to bring out a full-fledged
scheme to avoid this kind of calamities in future. With these words, I
conclude and thank you.

SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA NAHATA (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, we are all
aware of the serious situation of drought in some parts of India and today we
are all showing our concerns for the affected States. I am really happy, and
thankful to our hon. Prime Minister, that he is showing some concern for the
States, including Andhra Pradesh. The Government of India has arranged the
machinery to prevent such situations. But nothing worked and it had all failed.
Every year we are facing either drought or flood. There is no permanent
remedy to safefugard the victims when such a situation arises. The People of
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh are fighting for a drop of
water to drink to live. In Rajasthan farmers are putting the tilak to the cattle
and saying "al-vida" because they know very well that they will not be able to
look after them and save them when they are not able to save themselves. It is
a very sad situation that we are facing. I appeal to everybody and the
Government to come forward and help the affected people. The Government is
not providing water to the people and fodder to the cattle. The relief operations
are inadequate and inefficient. In this context, I would like to draw the
attention of the Government to Andhra Pradesh-I belong to Andhra Pradesh-
where we are facing the serious problem of drought. In Andhra Pradesh 688
mandals in 18 districts like Telengana, Rayalaseema, Mahaboobnagar,
Warangal, Medak, Ranga Reddy, Ananthapur, Chittore and
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Cuddapah are affected adversely due to rain deficiency. The crops have been
damaged due to a long dry-spell. There is hardly any yield, particularly, in
Mahabubnagar. And if you look at the Telangana area, you will find that
almost 90% of the crop has been damaged. This is a very serious problem, so
far as Andhra Pradesh is concerned. The farmers are committing suicide and
there is no water to drink. Last year, the Government set up a committee
which has failed to tide over this natural calamity and hardly helped the State
during this .hour of crisis. The committee did not even make any effort to
tackle the present situation. Sir, with your permission, I want to mention- and
you must be knowing it - how, last year, our Chief Minister Shri Chandrababu
Naidu, had helped the super-cyclone victims in Orissa. The whole world was
appreciative of his gesture and of the steps which he took when Orissa was
caught under the grip of a super-cyclone. Sir, today, in Andhra Pradesh, we
are also facing the same Situation. The State of Andhra Pradesh has been
severely affected by this drought. We have made so many appeals to the
Central Government. The State Government of Andhra Pradesh is trying its
best to provide relief. The Chief Minister has taken so many steps after
visiting the drought-affected areas, such as rescheduling of the crop loans,
sanctioning of fresh loans, etc. The crops have been damaged and the farmers
are committing suicide. On top of it, I have got information that the
nationalised banks are pressurising the farmers to pay back the loans, despite
knowing the condition of the farmers. Sir, I would say, this kind of harassment
should be stopped immediately so that the fanners could be saved from this
kind of harassment. One more thing I would like to tell you is, the agricultural
situation in Andhra Pradesh is very bad. This sector has been badly hit by
drought. But still Sir, the women, if you look at Rajasthan, go with their pots
in the morning and come back to their houses only in the evening. Because that
place is very far from their houses. # Tdh UdsIH el Tl TSl _§’ | 3T & UUR §
31T © b U MEHT 18 F HUR Ui RIBR YT ol TRAT | 579 Aol qr=T o
T T SHHT U1 AT H ST <) B TS & S T - AU AIAD BT SR
HRA-BRA AU AT DI WH BR (AT [This is the kind of situation which is
prevailing there. This is not an exaggeration. It is the real situation. We are
facing it. In view of this, I request the Central Government and the State
Government to join together and take immediate action in this regard. When
something happens, we think about it. When floods take place, we think about
that. When drought takes place, we think about that. We do not foresee and
take a long-term view. I
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only request that preventive action must be taken so that the lives of the poor
and the downtrodden, who are suffering for want of water, and the cattle
which is suffering for want of fodder, could be saved. I request this
Government to react to the situation. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity.

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
the situation is very bad all over the country due to drought conditions. In
Gujarat 17 districts and 153 Talukas have been affected. In Madhya Pradesh 7
districts are affected. In Rajasthan 26 districts are affected. Some districts
have been affected in Andhra Pradesh. In Orissa also many districts have been
affected. The situation in Orissa is very serious because the people of Orissa
first witnessed cyclone and then floods and now they are facing drought
conditions with heat wave also. Sir, you might have read in the newspapers
day before yesterday that in Kitlagarh area of KBK districts, the temperature
was 47 degree Celsius. In the coastal area of Bhubaneswar it was 42 degrees
Celsius. We apprehend that the temperature may go up beyond 50 degrees
Celsius in future. In the last cyclone in Orissa, 12 districts and around 125
blocks were affected, 10,000 people died, 25 lakhs of houses were damaged
and 35 lakhs of cattle were killed. Now the rest of the 18 districts which are in
the western part of Orissa like Koraput, Malkangiri, Sambalpur, Sundargarh,
Kalahandi, Rayagada, Joypore, Bolangir, Deogarh, Dhenkanal, Phulbani,
Ganjam, Gajapati, Jharsuguda, etc. are the worst affected districts. The heat
wave is also going up day by day. In this situation, as I have said, the Central
Government has given some funds to the KBK districts. The State
Government has also done some work. But it seems that it is of no use because
even drinking water is not available in these districts. The State Government
has levelled an allegation that the Central Government has not given funds.
The Central Government is saying that they have given enough funds for
making available drinking water and for constructing roads, etc. The situation
in Orissa is very precarious. The State Government is saying that they don't
have any funds. Sir, as I mentioned earlier, the people of Orissa have not still
recovered from the shocks of cyclone and floods.

Now they are facing the drought conditions. Now the main problem is of
drinking water. As I said earlier, after the cyclone in Orissa, 10,000 people
died. Till today only 2000 families have got ex-gratia amount. The rest of
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the 8,000 families have not got any help. The hon. Minister clearly stated in
this House that 2, 50,000 houses would be given under the Indira Awas
Yojana. But only 15,000 houses have been given. Those houses also could
not be distributed. I am sure that not a single house would be constructed
before the monsoon. Even the roads which had been damaged have not been
reconstructed till date. I don't blame this Government or that Government.
One Government goes and another Government comes. This is a continuous
process. The other day some people said, "Your Government could not do it."
I do agree. Our Government could not do it. That is why the people have
rejected them. The people of Orissa are in a miserable condition.

As my friends have said, we may see a famine like situation in Orissa.
Millions of people may die in future. Sir, there is no drinking water. There are
no houses. You can imagine what would happen after one month or so when
the monsoon starts. Again there will be rain. Nearly 25 lakh families will
have to stay under the open sky. The whole crop has been damaged in the
State. A part of the crop was damaged by the cyclone and floods and the rest
of the crop is damaged by the drought conditions. This is the situation in
Orissa. I don't blame anybody. But the situation in Orissa is very, very
precarious. I agree with my brother, Mr. Naidu, and others, who have also
given the suggestion that the Central Government and the respective State
Governments should sit together and review the situation; if required, the hon.
Prime Minister should also call a meeting with the Governments of the States
where the drought situation, the flood situation and the cyclone siutation is
very serious. This should be discussed immediately. Otherwise, we must have
a joint parliamentary committee to visit these States, see the situation and
suggest what can be done. Sir, we know the situation prevailing in Orissa. In
many places, there is no drinking water. Thousands of villages have gone
without water. The same is the case in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh and Gujarat. Knowing well that there is no drinking water, is it not the
duty of the State Governments or the Central Government to find out a way
to solve this problem in future? We must be careful and see to it that there is
no shortage of drinking water the next year. But we do not foresee things.
There is no scheme whatsoever. We do not have any plan. Even if we have a
plan, the bureaucrats never implement it. Take the case of the reliefs being
supplied by various people. We are very much obliged to the hon. Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh -- Mrs, Jayaprada Nahata and the other hon.
Members also mentioned it -- for helping us in this time of crisis.
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Apart from various State Governments, the NGOs and other organisations are
also providing relief materials to the State. We are very much obliged to
them. Even the Prime Minister visited the State. Our leader, Smt. Sonia
Gandhi, visited the State. And, as per the instruction of Soniaji, the Chief
Minister of Goa has adopted certain districts, and the work is also going on.
We are obliged to him. But the fact remains that in spite of all this help, the
relief materials which have been supplied to the State have not been unloaded
till today. One hundred and forty seven wagons with relief materials are yet to
be transported. The monies which have been given by various State
Governments could not be utilised till today. The assistance being provided
by NGOs and various other organisations have not been utilised. For this, we
have to gear up the machinery and the administration, and we have to make
them work. It is only then that the relief materials can reach the people of the
drought-prone and the cyclone-affected areas. Another thing which I want to
mention here is that around 10 lakhs of people of Orissa are working
elsehwere. And, the people there are not getting fodder also. Thirty to forty
lakhs of people have left their villages, and they are going in search of work
elsewhere. So, this is the situation. It is only when the work under the various
schemes like the Indira Awas Yojana really get started in these States, can the
people get some relief. I urge upon the Government to reivew the situation,
and also to appoint a joint parliamentary committee which can visit the
affected places, review the situation and recommend necessary remedies to
face the situation. Thank you, Sir.

ST wieh St AERTS (IR US2): MMERUNT SUFHTEIE SiT, AT
S HEdqU favg IR die BT gUR S a1 wduem I9d fog | smuat
TSI W AR Gt HRAT A8 § | SUGHIETE Welad, ufray Sig aui =g ATl
g A1 a9t & RO I H TR 7 SR © AR ST AT Fg ol B A g P
PR AP DI HIMGE [RART I &1 SR & | A GGl & Aq1eds
A, AR -3 & 1| ¥ RIRT T 81 ol & U 991 o1 & [ AR ARTel
H 9 A WRHR B AT SV & 3R T & Tad S § RISRAM & J&7 H3ll
RN TEIT Sl T FeTTHA] & A f&Tid 16-11-99 B UK Blbx AT
W PR &1 A1 3R I8 $e1 o & <1 waras Ry SO 81 arell § | 3ot A
uiE HEI el U U< & J HAT 7 HeTHAT & AT SURAT Bl ART
fRuf T xR Y 3R 98 1145 BRIS U1 FHRAT & THIEE & {77 Fiar &
IR ARPR IF W IR &1 BRATIL LI 781 acll & | T91 Jfehal H 102
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RIS WYY Wi U S & | hael Wigd T S & a1l &g 70 & a1 78
fag g € uar 7€t € | Ry 9 W aw € 3R 71 smreerd B © {6 W e &
A R Sl (S 9gd Ada1eidd AHal & SHdT IIoifid w0y ST argd
T | T Al BT oHfad 1 el far S anfav | afed agf it e vw €
IR AR e w3t S 7 Y FET &, Al 99T | Sadd (g St & A1 B
P AR B AlDgiiD H 8l TS | FO AHA U & FTTah! ISTifcre 1 81 faan
ST AT | § 81 IR S HRAT ATedl § | 5 37l DI ST 4 Ve FATER &
fop STIQR # U HIfET g5 | SUGHIETE HEIGY, I WIS B feerd saN A
dfera fPeiR agdel 7 @1 3R 39 AT § IR A T U1d uIka ganl
o 89 R & YR IoRAM H Gy AT gRA SR g9 981 B ARPR P
RITh STgTe B, 39 WRGR BT 89 AR B | 89 i Mid | Hheil,gq
Rrer forel § SIRAT | a1 g IS 181 € 2 3R ARIeh 31 Il 3R R Hifar
B BT A1 9 FET H FIAHIT F T8 IR U 8141 ATy A7 fob S @t
R & S oTQ & HISH B Fawel S, TN & I oIy UTil ! ae
P 3R 3T F oY &9 IR B aRAT BT | AfheT IR B =T Bl e
& DI TS YN & g & forg fad w8t a1 8,95 & forg srasen a’e #t
o0 T BHET IS TS 3iR ISP e SIHT BIF <17 2 dAferd fheiRk agdal |
AR & AR ISRAT H SIETE BT S, INETA ST SITYIT | I ST el
AR E ? A B Y [P e A Bl & (b U HagTie A fegall ol
JTSTRT T 7 2T <7 AR | 517 A 3 SRt S ATl Bl ITSTifd 9T
fean e sren,weRL el & IoEfe 1 R L s
Iorfd o SerT 8L IoHfae @ & fore e @1 st forn
ar=led # gie f&ar & 98 @R 319 'F @l & g <1 d91Ed § |
(I TST HSdT BT B AR A DI G+ & oy aR= &1 9o =12y |
(FFIF).... T TSI Hedl BIAT & AR A B G & oy IR BT a1
IR | ...(IE)....

JURTHTEE (31 R g et i, HuAT fawd ur Gifery |

S1.%ar weft sft HeRTen: # 9E 99 @1 | I 991 FeaT Bl €
I § i B e g Hife H SR 9 I § | H ool @] a1 o8 @
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g | SUFATETe Sfl,# 31U 9 QR QI b IR H FAT D | WX T8 g
DI ST b (O & Bl & I AN, ARG SIg W I & S TR od ©,[hd
HER qT-IAY & Y AN | TR I8 e M NS Bl g1 81, 371ATET BT HTHeA
B1,HYRT BT AT 81 | TSRATT P FAT BTART 8,7 ORI P RN BTART 8,301 A
U HEN Tgel §EF HA1 7 wargs Ry T ) & off Y oI A 102 RIS
HAT HOR AT | T8 98 GHIYI B 91 € | Helad, IR U< & fadd w31 7
319 IR 3TRIY TR 8 foh IR U<el &1 Giawell &g & RO § | 59 99 Bl
SATSTE BY 53-54 ATeT 81 1Y Tifch AT ST D! YT b AT 781 BRI Y |

g YIF T UT ST T8 BRT Fb | 8 Y9 BT U1 39 <9 B ST=dT
P SYTES T8I BT Hh, HT TS M P 91 T8l © 2 ... (AILT)

AL.IFEEe Rig qaiER uew): SeF W {51 § 6 o W™ g
PIs U ARIY &I AT | g8 WAl St & ORI awhed 8] Uel © |
...(TAET)

SR Wiel St AERTST: SUFHTEIE Sil,H 3MTadT ARE aredl g |
...(ET)

SyauTege(h R g FIAT 9T IR el A-T I TR ¥ |
oo (AT

S1.%ar el Sft 7E RIS § TS ATed A g 6 90 | .. (HaHT)

IurTeger (st R gEiY): JAUHT FHY Bl BT © | 9 uR e AR
AT HRY |

1.5 wieht Sft 7eRTen: § S UR dieT BT E | ... (aUH)

37t &.TEAN W (BAICH): 3D AT WA |

S1.5ar el St FERTS: § 79+ 10 a9 & Al [T 3R Y FHT B
HRIBIA H U8l IR dlei & o7 TSI gonl § | 519 I8f AU o7 af &4l
TS T8l B T | 39701 99 Torar o e | T8l 1 < Al Sl $¥ <3 ?
TN JATTE TRETT P JAMTLARAT & | 3T IS T AT Sred SN a=AT I8 Tl are
S | .. () § ORI 3R AR B q1d PR 8T § | I8 Sl HIvor Frepret
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AT AR &b AN I H Al 8 Bl ol JoRTd H AR ITSRAT H AT HIDPR 7Y
o W1 T | 39 TR Bl Hhe Bls 59 G a1 AT 5 aY 78] 77T & | 53-54
Ty Ugl g9 3MTSME 81 T | Ui 99 SrgaRi H W) &l Akl aTd gl & | U 8
=t Bl € ok =@t 89 % 918 AR &1 9RT Al $oa A ol SI1dl 8 | I8
a9 Rl 81 8w i @ Por w@ie for ok S a1g Al
TS, HTTAT IBTWHT 1 TRT | ORI 3R TSR &1 [RART G & 1 89
AT Y = B o, 5P B T | Afh 31 gl o & < @l STawaehdn © |
Ig fdg & S &N @R 8,41 & SR &H AI$ X8 8,51 4 & BRI <F IS
I U IRT B Ugl, Ieeblel WIET b4 Ugd | TR By I Bl Il &
Al 376 IR TATY B UgD | D! I B B aIDBAT © | TAL I1 i
1 B B1 2 98 I8 & [ 53-54 I I &4 $HD] DIs WS & 61 (1P UTY
| ‘H TPBT QTS BT ol g TAT BT Bl bl ? Udl T8l INT
oraTT a1l T 3HR &= ATl & A1egH A WG § 9ol STl & | AIIa”, 4 g9
Ty ggel AYRT BT YRR B, a1 IR vweaEr &1 fFa1 | 39 w3
T BN ARAl Y 9 b AYRT H ST FFabTer BT 9T (T, ik fawar
QAP 519 TR ga1 A9 Il 71 T F PR W | giw v § P R off
AT B B e fohedt &) 781 99 UrS 1 1978 H S WRPR g R W,39
WRBR A Ig are] fan o1 & 3 dret 10 99 H 89 &g o gt ST @l
G AR 9T & T g9 ol @ | 3771 22 99 81 T <lfh Rt @l Sl
TieT U G & oY faarr 81 715 € | 9 JoRid § 9 &1 9 Sued © 3R T
ISR H G BT 9 Suae § | 39 vy W [Afgd v 9 WRaR @l
HdeTeie BT A1y | R 31 AT & fop ARPR Ada3iel 81 2 | 31 oIl
2 T TRBR & <R B & | BH AN T8I IR Sl $V 8 I8 6,99 oIl
2 o I8 aRuy e ST € | gafay Jifcy a1 gl e € R AT & alRomy
1 ERN ? Y31 U1 o7l & b Ueb fAgT 7 el €-S0el § <8, ol R &
TEl X8, 5781 I U8l | 89 54 Il A Y8l X8 IB € | ST, §V T8l 3R e
% X2 g81,5T81 3 Usel | BTeld I 981 & A1Ig Sff S 1 g2 & | 3« b 77
H S MY 1 BT of | AT R IR B o feb AMID] TRBR AT | 3T TRBR AT
| I8 AT 98 gR o 3T 370 AT T Al A P& PR & ol S 7 1 I8 A1 )
o A1 g7p! gaall T |

287



RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]

7RI TTefcl B <& Y MY Y TTefcl HRa IS RT ? MY 99 To] Fhd T HaRT
| MY 379+ TR I 99 T8 gTe |

JURATEIET (S YR TEIRY): 379 AT T BRY |

1. ) Aref St gERTST: STYTeger Sit,H Uh! g9 W g=Idlg B
& Y TTeq] Pl fORTH AT E | ...(aET)

#it Iofia YFH(STR T<T): ITFHTE S, 5 TR Je W 989 81
REI 8 | g8 HIST 3R HIU9 & d19 fdare &1 {49 a9 S, I8 g oy i)
3TRIY T & &,drd-ard H |uT 1 31 81 & | 9 10 A1l H Ugell IR a1l 78
2,187 Sl 1 BIS Adhd & ofhd Sl RER A & 98 © ol 9gd Ugal 4
IgT¥2 & 9 W) 39h] S IR YroT & 19 faare w1 fosrg R are 8 2 39
TR 31T ATST A A& B dTfeh [Teigpet TR W 39 IR 989 ol 72 |

SHRI N.R. DASARI (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, I rise to
support the appeal made by the hon. Prime Minister for making contributions
to the National Calamity Relief Fund. Sir, it is really a national calamity
because of the situation that we are facing today. But, we cannot look at the
present situation in isolation from what happened last year in Orissa. Sir, the
States of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa
need urgent help. Sir, 688 Mandals in Andhra Pradesh, that is almost 65 per
cent of the Mandals, are declared as drought-hit areas by the State
Government. Some parts of Rayalaseema and Telengana are facing this
drought for the third consecutive year. The water level has gone down. Most
of the wells and tanks are dried up. There is no water even at the level of 400
ft. in bore wells. Several lakhs of people are leaving villages for towns and
other places in search of work and food. Cattle is being sold away to
slaughterhouses at throwaway prices. In some districts vast sections of
peasants are victims of crop failure also. Agricultural expenses are increasing
due to hike in the prices of seeds, fertilisers and pesticides. Debt burden is
very heavy because many peasants have switched over to commercial crops
which need more investments. In this background, banks, cooperative
societies, and private moneylenders are pestering the peasants to pay back
their dues. Cooperative banks took away their tractors and land and auctioned
them. Several peasants who could not bear this insult and injury to their self-
respect committed suicide. Mahabubnagar district alone witnessed 16 suicides
in a period of one month.  Sir, I would like to quote a painful
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news item from a reputed daily of Delhi, The Hindustan Times. It says,
"Already 16 farmers (official figures) committed suicide in this perennially
drought-prone district. Their wives are made to work in the houses of
moneylenders and landlords to clear the debt, if not, for sexual gratification'
says a senior district official". So, Sir,,this is the situation. A CPI delegation
led by State Secretary Shri Sudhakar Reddy along with some journalists
visited these villages on 15th April. These families should be given some ex-
gratia relief. Rural indebtedness should be abolished through an Act. Urgent
relief should be given to drought-hit areas. Drinking water problem has
become very acute in many parts of the drought-affected districts, including
some of the coastal districts. The Central Government should come forward to
the rescue of this drought-affected State of Andhra Pradesh along with other
States like Gujarat, Rajasthan and Orissa. Of course, there is a difference of
gravity in the situation. But, yet Andhra Pradesh, as has been demanded by the
State Government, needs at least Rs.250 crores as immediate help. In this
context, I would like to remind the Central Government that it was Andhra
Pradesh which initiated and rushed massive aid to Orissa when it was hit by
an unprecedented super-cyclone last year. I hope the Prime Minister would
give positive consideration to the plight of Andhra Pradesh. Thank you.

SHRI R.P. GOENKA (Rajasthan): Sir, I thank you for this opportunity
to speak. Sir, I had decided to concentrate my speech on Rajasthan. But,
somehow, Mr. Ramdas Agarwal's strong speech has incited me to react a little
bit.

Sir, he is blaming the Chief Minister of Rajasthan that he did not
take up the cause of drought or famine when he, in the middle of November,
was in Delhi.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL.: Sir, the hon. Member is not here to defend
himself... (Interruptions)....

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: So what? ...(Interruptions)... It is his
maiden speech .....(Interruptions)....

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): It is his problem. It is not
the problem of Mr. goenka...(Interruptions).. dg HTYUI THY Fol Y Al D!
I & |....(ag)
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SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: It is his problem ..(Interruptions)...
gg el & O T STDI WA © ? ...(SIHT)

SHRI R.P.GOENKA: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I still remember what
Ramdasji has mentioned about the Chief Minister, Whatever he has said is
reflected in the record. He also said that his Government did not do anything
for four to five months and when they sent its team, the team recommended
for an assistance of about Rs. 1,300 crores and they got only Rs. 103 crores or
less than 10 per cent of what the State needed. I agree with some of the
previous speakers who pointed out whether those Rs. 103 crores have been
disbursed. We do not know. In this situation, how one is entitled to talk about
like this, I do not know. I would like to submit before you some facts which
you very kindly and briefly outlined in your speech earlier. Sir, out of 32
districts in Rajasthan, we have drought in 26 districts; 23,000 villages are
affected; 2.5 crores of population is affected due to drought; and 3.5 crores of
cattle are affected. The total relief estimated is Rs. 1,300 crores. The Centre
has promised to release Rs. 103 crores. They could have promised a little
more than what they have promised. What I would like to suggest or what our
Chief Minister had said is, "If you cannot provide funds, give us foodgrains."
one of the earlier speakers, I do not remember his name, who was speaking in
the distribute foodgrains to the affected areas, it was estimated that 12 crore-
manhour relief work is required. I accept that it is not possible for the Centre
to accept the demand of the Governments of rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh, it is not possible, so, give us food; we will
work. Sir, can you imagine the reality in Rajasthan in the last week end? Sir, a
hundred tankers are making trips to different villages where there is not water.
A hundred tankers are carrying water. On an average, one tanker looks after
five villages. We have 23,000 villages. Out of them, half of the villages are
facing water scarcity.

. Sir, you are a very generous person. But, on time factor-I was
watching-you are very strict. So, I would like to end my speech by saying
only one thing that either it is funds, or it is food, for heaven's sake, please
give us in time. Time is the essence. Do not sit on files. I am not criticising
anybody - neither officers, nor the Minister. But whatever you wish to do,
please do it in time.

st meRt SMeE (SR URY): ¥dl] WElRd | HRIGY,H
RIS, ORI, TR, IS TAT I & A &7 Sl {6 & BT 1R
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B TS H H 37U AR F AT YU YISt Bl AR A 8T b ARN b Uiy Fag
gdhe PRAT § | HEIG,AXPR Pl LT 3MMUST & AJAR a1 aof BT
Y, I 7 B1hR O TR © | AIY-BI-A120 T8 &b UMb AABTRAT BT A
LT WRIG B & HRUN T8 IR BT B B Fo a1 Tei 81 U1 8T & MR 5 3
BT o1 81 Al 8T 8,37 Bl B & Taol 3 TRINKD SR A Holgy! I T8l
foret o1 %€ 8 | qrr-E1-[1y G 1 ar At e el 07 %1 8 o1 & forg e
B & | ABISA,H 5 UIPIcIdh ATIST H 9 FSH & A1egH 3 39 AT A1 |
3dTeT HRAT ATl g [ 89 DI ASTITd W@l F HUR ISDHR g8l & g
SN & YT FEANT B GY TP I 3MUGT BT SCHR JbIaell PRI AT |
TS |

JoRrTeer (3ft R gEi): A Ioifad gal & fog et wr
FAT 81 T 8, U%g AR #eied &1 e of {6 I8 Ue aga 8t 1R vy
2,39V 39 vy R 991 & oIy 38 iR 9wl 3l die $I JqaR IS
T S | <ifT 3T el agRIY § % g8 379 axhe wfra # < 1 af
TT=IRTY AR hR &9 |

3t MR YIS qd (PORTA): SUGHIEIE i H e d &
I | A1 dhT TIg St 7 S 1 B, H S Bl FHfT Bl § | H 59
aIet S UIet AT 69 1 A1 (T, a8 Heeb [l UR @i A1 bR Y81, el
é?TﬁGﬁ—\’particulary in Gujarat and kutch. W,ﬁm@?&'%ﬁ?aﬁfﬁw
S HIHR & o FORT 1 SiqTeT T8l S S Aehdll | SURHIEE Si,Tgd o
3l 1 9gd W 9 FEl | H I 9 gl J T2 A1 grear | H gree U
oRar, et a1iker &4 Bt 2,39 Hey # U |aTel ST aredl g | 37 Ui,
SOIC SqATHE URAT H 31l & 3iR 39 Hag | Sl o uiferd] aell 2,99 Ry
DR Bl g8 SR © | 3R §H I8 Yiferdl Ry TEl B3l 1 O} 89 7 9 77
H T fopar o1 13 10 A1 H I ggardil, dfhT | 86 H §U Sex-1ed HIaRH
H A1 fova 3fik Irofig el fier B B & are Ht R 981 <87 |

3ITST T[OIRTd ¥, e T2 4, ISR HIE Y &b Tl &1 HHI 1 g3 ©
I TR STq e BHRT AT 81 ST, b $ 8] 81T | AR1 I8T 4 AH
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Uferierd & fb <1 o Wt I8 IR g3 &,39a! g1-diF goie € | U gois a1 d
R & ] Fel QST T81 o1 3R I8 1+ il J8T il B B, I
g Tl DY | H I8 T A1 YT ST a1 A8 g (b 1 fadw=R,1999 B
S |91 ¥ Ve FaTel IOT 7 2AT:-

Whether the Union Government have identified the drought-
prone areas in Gujarat?

NEICACTIRIEIE

As intimated by the Ministry of Rural Development, 52 blocks
covering an area of 43,933 square kilometres and 10 districts of
Gujarat

JAY .S H wedr §,glcdE gRar § 4 S Bis fefegae 8
A, g8 glecud TRAT H TE-ATASEIG, Nl Wwd, o8l dgd Ul
2, HTITR, S1T, 518t 9gd aIReT 81 I8 &, NS, TaHTe, QR d 8T, TeIex] TS
IR | IGH HTB ol ©,39H SR a8l 8,394 s a8l 8,q5ThIC
TE 2,989 T 7 &R I% el e Taie d T8 2,4 g, a8 '
TaHCT B TAd el 2,5 T B 2 AR F w9 nfsRi # 721 § 59 wardd a1
SR b o 59 URAT BT argsiewrs fBam &1 3R S 319 dioide 941 8,
Aroide a8l S 8, $fd a1ex & St dioae €, S gied™ TRaT € 98 d $v
ST &1 &7 | b 9 UG | Uril ? g uiferdl Bl faahd © |

T a0 (SRgae L f.F T ey 1w e Sl w e
UEAT b fTU-TSIRT 3 ST, HE AT iR GRA | AT o fhIR uR I 2rev @
STEl Tl BT BIg HHI T8] 8, Hew T, IHTR T8, ISR A8l |
IyFHIdE SiLH I8 91 gAY By R8T § Ys UifeRil ofg dd gerd
qrell TE1 8 | 3ATST IR I8 g & T AR FATST H, WISl 3 b1l 8 1T
2, QST &1, 9-adT &1 3TdhTdl 81 T & | feafery 2 art & fog o o ®
H e B T | 8 ST W $9 AdhTal o Wl gRIRARY W o= <Y ® b ot #
U B DT Yob A1 BT TRAT § | ST AUE DRAL T AU YA, IE Jfm
BT | $9B! ARY WA 89 9 AN BT §8HR B! 180,37 R &9 I8
TE ¥ a1 39 IRFRURT H IS FaR 3 aren T2 2 |
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# U germa W 37 =@rEdt § 6 $e5 iR ARty gRA 6,998 & fFR )
2,981 3TR3N Wiic o8y | 25 | U 50 AT 8 I8 3247 TdbTdl & 3R RIS
g ATIRIST H 32 df DIl & | ITH e TIHE o BRIl wIAT I, Ig
IRHR 7 U7 721 a7 & U1 #-T HE HT AdAd 781 § | R HE & Adeid I8
%WWWWW‘#W#W% percent of the villages of this

country are provided with drinking water.'

H31 S, A1 g8l ¥ g8 VA BRAT A18dl § (d A9 FFRR R
HRY f Ahed! 30 TXE F Y [ARIE T IR § | T8 TR T 99 & T &
fou e %2 € 1 gAR U 41 &1 uT 8T 8 | 6es § url 81§ | Yol § g
T T | 39 U AT Bt | 2 g Rl 9 W ga T U Wd BRI E
39 Pl o1 6 & Tt § uril fyerm | § wean § P qora A #9 f
fSfRgaca &1 1 wer, 374 foreft Tpat & gt 781 7 | # fordlt & S g
T ST =TET | § dEdl g P us Rved f$hideg € | 98 Ried bRk € |
31 o8 W IE AI BIREI © |

T 1 pel diex RIS 31 741, H8] WATdIaRAc 31 1§19 § | BIs ATell 91
89 991 @ B feurcHe §a # o M7 | 519 39 TS 1Y JShR
U BRP gAh! [Tl adl 89 SHHT FHILMN ¢ Tbil | TO 1 &
giex HIoMce | 519 O & diex Heoic T8l d31,ad dd 89 I el ugdn
BT |

319 # 3ifcr a1 PET AT § | AR ATHS WIS IBI T8l © | THT B
A I 11 95 QIERTS | #RT Bl IS & [ TG BT bl PIc § gc1 X8l & | hic
H ot 3 8,98 Refaferce &1 €,815¢ &1 9 7181 € | 1S &1 4 I 79 &
T € gleegAdl § | 39 i ReRferce &1 &4 €,98 W 79 81 51 912y |
3T HEY U< B! GRBR bl G913 b g8 snfearRal & Refaferes & fou
SN T | 99 ORI | THGT BT U1 987 3R AR RIS, AR A1 ORI
3R AR B3 § G & U & FHRT &l 81 ST | I81 Yo 1 § | aF diex
HEISTHe, THET IR TSR BT UT=T HIST g1 Bl Sl AT 8,34 AT Braff=d
BIFTY | B MMTP] ITH GRT AR S31 | H TG-HC TR PIS SASIH el ol 8T
T | ORI B TS g II¢AT BT B
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T2l 2 A STt ft oo WA B 1 36 W FB AT B I1STR T R HH E |
# I8 P AEdl § b Hgd Tae JoRTd SRER Bl 3R U491 § | g=a1g |

3]} &.TH.@M: 98d-98d YFhAT 9 [ex ATed | § o7y yas 9 39
U # JATSEI PR b AT WO TR g IR GW B G- B, GTh A Dl
R~ BT 31feT TaeT H e} aRE & T[orTd MR ISR | B 8l © | S99 ggel
R URRT AR 7 HET & 37ie gaer § oSt N G& $1 a9I8 A, deddrel Hi
IoTE ¥ YEH PR IR FOIGR 81 Y 8, 3SR PR 8 © | TRAY o I8f W
BI B! & IR AN YT & ISR 81 38 & | SR IRT 9 81 & goig ¥ RIrad
F i B F R E | T JRA-BTA TSI ISTES ©

HEE,H AT T8 3751 HRAT TS § (e 3 Y &b qHaT 18 TSTe]
GehaTel & RIEHR § MR 18 15Tl # Gt 668 T Hedl & STgf I GRA-BTd 98
G & 3R 3R 9 IR BRI GgooTe 81 &1 TS Al 84 59 a1 I X & [ 3R
I I AN BThreRelt I A | 3 5 Wil 7 et f fami A o o @
Bl o, o7 dTsde AgdRI | Bl fod1,d I R S41d $Te1 %2 © [ d STh]
AT 9199 X | U TRW A1 RINIT D1 IRBR I HEchl ¢ [ 89 FHoll bl GIReaA
HRAT ATE & ffh GARI TRB ARBRI HHART 39 d1d DI T PR I8 © [P
I Holl a1 Foran STY | U1 /IST oA 4 377 ]8T & (6 d fpai & ur Sirahs
ITh HUR Td19 ST X2 & FoTRIh BRU Ga e bl s gy Raid 3 <@l 15
g | Raracht gpad wed € BAR U B @1 Bl T8 §,980 B € | 8 39 W
G B h & oAfhd S1d fHAT RTT PHefae? & IR ST 8, 7S AR &
YR SI7AT & a1 S STa1d {37 S @ fh WReR & U™ 39 99 | fees &
SR 78 § | ARBR YU ORI &l aoT8 F 39 offddl W Ugd 718 8 et
MY AT &8 Fahd 8, ARPR SHFIHB! S Bl gl & AR IHD T
U 1 21fch 7181 & FTa a8 99 GRaI BTl BT DTl HR Ab |

S} AT AT (378 U9 Wb 98 SR E |

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version of the
Debate.
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*3f} . QH.EH: TS IIRT IATY AT 1A, 3T dref 1Y |

ST TRBR H 750 BRI ©UY Bl T hid IRPR I B oY | I8
TEA ABA DI 914 © 6 VA A A H ARBST B gHAd o Rith 75 PRI
HY THR U A1 ol § AR Sl Yo =T b aRTER A § | H 9™ Ig el
<redl § b O I8 IR BT 3N Yo H & | AT Bl AR AThl 599
AR E |

H T 3fR A | MU qdIooTs [l §Y AU qId WeH B |
ST b 3 et o H oty ger 9 ST § SfR 3RT AT 9 e © | 3R U
3R ST HE g TR & I&i 93 & | 98 W1 39 91d 3 1 & o 39 forel # el
BT 3R S8 ¥ 98 SATe] |4 € | 98qd TR H 8% A1el Sil 1Re 8kl § 98
7.54(TH.TH.) ffera #iex aTiRer 8kl € <ifh 59 A1e 39 fofet 3 A% 3.66
(7.7 Taferae wiiex ke gs Rre! ao18 | 39 R7el & 64 Asdl il © 98
9% WIET RIGR € | § 31! I8 a1d M1 d18d] § (& 3Mqdh AgHRI B
919 9E1,31Td BIRMIRIET §& BT 19 IG1,3MTP ALAZSS Sbl BT Gd1d
IGT A1 HEgd TR 7ol & 3faR & H SI-9R ITHATd 3MMID! qd19, [ Hai-dwsl
Pl YRl 8% © | TR el §,8axmEIE ¥ 60 fhaHIer R STeded
2 1 g8t qF framl 3 e @t | S ARE A Mpen faers # 1 fra
TR, B 3MMH T Hell | TRT TR, 3T ool ferst St RS A # ©
g1 fPamI 71 3T BT D1 | H TIH IE el aTedl § [ 379 g Wa 371 I8!
2 {5 I Bicd By 2,591 died A9y € S=iH W SIh! dIelE | e IR
DI T | (A B € AT T IS 71edH F TSR F I8 g1 aredl g [
9 AP AR & BRI G681 & ST HOIGR © ST AISURM 81 ]8T © | d 377
T BISHR AT BT AT P foIU T 32 & | § MUD] 919 b 39d! doig o
BT 3R 9T YR BT UST 81 &1 8 | U Al N1 I S1eT 2 Sl AT e el
PR Ghd © d Fed! IR WG A & o7 A91gR 81 32 & AR Gapell B o
a1 1 T 2 safo # U8 91 MU FEl AEdl § | H F B WIR |
T oTdT PHRAT TS g b T8 S AHl IR Holigl I TR B |

AeR 189, S AN ¥ER GRS & 3HeR Sl GF & g1 & FHRT &
I8 I8 ATofh FHRAT & | &1 fa7 3§ Ueh 3R UT+1 AT & Uep ', a1 8

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version of
the Debate.
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oY 3R g8 A1 7GR 21 AT & | 2axTdTs WER Bl Sil f$fhT arex & FHw 8
39 R GRPBR Pl ddiovlg - Bl Sexd © | (FHI B ') § 319+ 91 geH
Rl U IE DB T8I § b I8 AIRT A T TaTHE b 9 BT 78] & | e
TEHE o WRBR A RellP BT Sl A B & 9 IR BRI TR BT SR & | 3R
O <X BN 1 39 919 T 3fden € 5 'Tera WA 8T SR AT Ry &
RIeR BRLA &1 RiGR RL,.gegpRrl & dere ¢ iRk 399 89RI
81,89 910 A9 IR 6T IR 81 | 39T § 31d 71euy & 39 e+ |
3R 39 WRBR A 39 I DI A BT § 6 BRI AR W 1 Reflp &1 dH &
ST AT b AU B qoTe A g 7 & Ty HOgR 81 I & Id oy
Rl & Hex Giol d1fd ITH! 39 JRiad A (1911 fIol1s S 9% | 9gd-98d

NIEDIN

SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, the nation is reeling under severe drought. This is one of the worst
drought conditions it had ever experienced. The States of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, some parts of Orissa, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and some parts of
Karnataka which are adjacent to Andhra Pradesh are all facing severe drought
conditions.

In Andhra Pradesh, the south-west monsoon has failed this year. The rainfall
during June to September, 1999 had been uneven, with long dry spell during the
critical stages of planned growth. Then, 512 mandals out of 1,099 rural mandals
received scanty and insufficient rainfall. The entire crops that were raised have
withered away. Our Chief Minister has taken special care to visit the worst-affected
areas and steps have been taken for rescheduling of loans, sanctioning of special crop
loans, etc., in the drought-affected mandals. In the month of October, 1999, the total
loss was estimated at Rs.2566.91 crores. Our Chief Minister wrote letters to the
Central Relief Commissioner and to the hon. Prime Minister for sanctioning
Rs.720.36 crores as the Central assistance, Relief Fund to combat the drought
situation. But so far only Rs.75 crores have been released.

Due to severe summer prevailing in Andhra Pradesh, covering about 688
mandals, that is, more than half of the area of the State is reeling under severe
drought. Telangana and Rayalaseema areas are the worst-affected. Whatever little
crops, the farmers have raised, have withered away; and the
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water resources dried up. The situation is very grave and near famine
conditions are prevailing in these areas. Lands have become parched. There is
no fodder for the cattle. Farmers are in distress. They are disposing of their
cattle. Many of the cattle are dying due to hunger.

As far as the drinking water is concerned, wells have dried up. The
ground water table has receded in some areas. People have to spend almost a
day in travelling and standing in the queues for getting little water from
nearby places where the wells are having some water. The situation is getting
aggravated day by day; and in many places riots have broken out. Since the
situation is assuming a life and death dimension, it is feared that ..(Time-bell)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Please
conclude.

SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO: Two minutes more, Sir. The
States like Gujarat and Rajasthan have made appeals to the non-governmental
organisations, private sector, etc., to support the endeavour of the States to
tackle the drought crisis. I am happy that the Prime Minister has appealed to
the people to contribute liberally to tide over the crisis. Our Chief Minister is
seeking the help of all, to face the crisis. In this connection, it may be
recalled, the immediate assistance and relief measures offered by Shri
Chandra Babu Naidu to the people of Orissa, when they were severely hit by
cyclone last year, was appreciated by all the people in the country. But, now,
Andhra Pradesh itself has become a victim of natural calamity, reeling under
the grip of severe drought and yearning for assistance from all Comers.
Therefore, I appeal to the Central Government to release immediately Rs.500
crores to tide over the crisis. Thank you.

it A ARTSIfEAT: TIaTe IUFHIEIY Heled | H ¢ &1 UTEC Sedl ¥
STed! Sle™ @l T BT | 19T & 26 Tl & 23406 Tidl &1 f&=id 9
STARY,2000 T STHUTTIRT HINT fHaT T | SHA 261 ARG ST 6T Uq 345
ST YT & JITa BalT © | 31Tl 1 59 IR FRRIRT &1 <2 gU a8 MM wR
& IR T ST &1 SMa9IHhdT & | 198 ARBR gIRT 3Thlel AT
g1 A Xred ffafSt anferd ex & fory S Ao 9918 TS © SHd fou
STFHTA: 1311 BRIS HUA(1034 BRIS HUY AR TR, 112.20 PRIS WU UY]
TRETUT TR 3R 164.70 BRIS BT YIoTel FIRRAT TR Bl AT DT © |

297



RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]

TS o ATIST ITET BIY H Jellg,2000 AP ATH 106 BRI HUY B ST &l
YRIAT | 3139 AT Bl Fha1f=ad & & ford ST 11.45 BRIs U &l
fIRh AETIar &1 Magaddr B forgd T o IRBR BT 77,1999 |

AU &1 7 | 9RT AR 7 gE B (RART F 3reqaq & g v =g
NI T SITa™T H U |

P I T B RUIE P MR IR I MY T8 AT DY
3% f&id 27 A 2000 B §s,IGH I DI 102HR1S DI FSIAT &b Fae H
foofa foram T | 9815, I8 Sfsxdrs B+ & 91d © b a8 i3 3l aa g
TRGR BT AT BT Y 8 | 98 102 BRIS wuar At enft 9 S 981 el € |
ARIg T8930 P& BIRY |28.3.2000 B T&T H3i1 HEIG DI UH @D 700
PRIS WUY B ARTRT FSTIA R a1 b [T J3= HAT 7 BT | 2.12.1999 Bl
T T #20 FeIed &l uH forgdr e o 1 fb 150 & erdpTeriR
&3 H gHIFAT A DI AR IUALT BRI B “HH P dael 3T AT
TAT™ & FIT URT GRBR gRT IS afed fhar 51U | 59 99 U /18d BTl
P g1 | foram a1 & R {6 STpTel & U9Td Bl b ST A | STHTaIR foTeti
¥ 15,824 18 BRI Widl Y ST Fob & AAT IAHI 4 9,455 T HIY T I8
T 1 HRad) 3R A 2000 & AU s WH1-uE A1) A RUIE ang < of
3T B Fifeh TRIDT ATEd 1 AT 6] © gaieg § d1edl g fb s9 ax 4
a1 g | # R ges e & @aT % 1 169,899 ST B oR 78 € | 39 UHR
3 A 52 B 495 ST I JASHTR a1 911 <81 € |1 31e | Ied il W)
DT B AR &R 44 BUY F FITHR 60 WU TRIfaT HR &1 T & | 34
TR Fael g & & | 31 TR el et 7 wE fF g Al # R
D! EOR-EOR, U W1L,ATT A BRI & S aF fecell @ SRR $9
FHM 2 HY 219 S £ ot feax aR-1d §9R HR18 WU o1 BIs
I g1 91 781 & | SAITY g S, 3177 378 Yo Bl faangy, g+l e &l
fEelTsy ok 9T WR IS8T | 3R 374l R~ 319 18 T8l od ol 18 3§ o7 |
PIg ¥ &1 BT | SHIIY #RT ARG & b e 181 13y, Vagaiell I8
7 32 Firet RTINS B H 11T | 999aTS |
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2 Aferaws dEan Sugurege Siew & fafye 9 § B8 R
AT ST AT 8- 2Tl 31Tl &, AT sl &,®H1 =shard a1
ST &, 9T 31 STl B oifdh ORI Ud VT Ueel & Sigt o) &9 31 9RI
Thfere faugrall &7 a/gwd &_d ¢ | sl ATl ashard IR o7 59 ATe Gl
U AT 2 | &1 AT Ugel g8t W a1¢ ot o Y off | oRTa B i Y 72 8,98
O & b Rrad SR 8F O & Tl & T aR4Ard & a1l o) R A
JodT 8 | 66 TfIerd S ST &7 favdR 8 98 TR arer € 3R 34 Hfererd i
1] fIRAR Il 8,399 | IR frerd R Ut & i aRAT & fhaR & m
BT € ufory a8t IR WRT U 31Tl € | SN & 9T+ &7 |aTet 81 JoRTd 3 el
2,T81 918 | B T A1 USdl © | A% die} 8 A1 SHB] B SUANT BRAl
e, Ul RIS § 1 39T 1981 9/ 1990 T & T2 H S WYh I 6 A
e i afer U IeeM e 791 &1 Aoty fwar o, S a<h
ORI H I8 ASHT g1 &t 3R 41 & T+l @1 A1 9791 & qrae(g Al [oRT
9T o T TR VBT © | SUGHIETE He 9,1 I8 © [ ORI BT QAT IR
-39 1 P fIIR VT ST8T R G BT 3R TEA1 § | I P 19 Tfrerd vl
W 8,16 Rrerd <er 1 Wifers faerd v € Slik 11 gfrera sierel U €
I8l UR 3fepTel Y&l & olfh ORI & 60 Fiererd f7el U4 § 3iR 43 wfcrerd
HiMferds R S § d2r 27 afrera omard) Wit & S srdTenRa € | U8
IRIRIRT &R A & | 31roT S GRS 8,395 BRU IORI H W Bl Sl
IcaTe 3me, g Rt |rd wfererd S 9,58t U= ISt i T o, 3 |
3ITQTT |

JuRTHTEE (S} R g 319 ol Ged 1Y 3iR Herg # qiferg

it AferaTs Jgan § gema XA g P srrel av-Ie Wit
$TYCH BT I HRAT AN | AR I H S g & AR 8,981 Ol 991 &
=T 91Tl A o ST ST FebdT 2, R ATST1 YIablel 3 918 Ts o | A1 &1 89
I 21 B Fhd fb I & IR Tl BT TSTlTSl A SIS & ? Felgd, GRS
A, FATIT A FYRT T IS DI U UTsUATST ol g & ol &1 Il &b forg ot

AT B ST Fehall & ?

TRy, Sl 95 S ATRE aTel AR &3 €, 81 b oy it e gan
2,99¢ d8d I8 T3 foar - o wferfes ufar @afh 8000 efiex ar=h a1iRer &
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T Tedl 8 ot S Uil &l 89 WU 781 X UId &,3R 9 U &l 89 §U8
BN a1 uffes v & @1 300 fex gl ot 99 & forv ek Rmars & forg
1AV, 98 B9 S < W & | Afdp fUsel &S Aral § 39 Ul B feid =1 &
1Y 3R oTd HR1 & oY AT e a1 | ORI ARBR 7 39 IR 10,000
b $H I B AT d1Ts oD T S99 W) BRIs wUT ad o U | s}
s T 72N # 2000 ¥ SATET IH SH 99 Y & Safe fUwet 53 Arali # Rt
1900 b SH 991 I | A1 97 IR ¥t &7 f&U S Y snrgearepar € | g=uare |

SHRI AIMADUDDIN AHMAD KHAN (DURRU) (Rajasthan): Sir,
thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the drought situation in
my State of Rajasthan. There were certain aspersions cast on the State
Government by some of my colleagues from the other side, and a lot of
clarifications were given from this side. The State Government was in touch
with the Government of India from the very beginning, and the matter was
brought to the notice of the Government of India in October. The matter was
brought to the notice of the Government even through the forum of this hon.
House on the 2nd March, through a question put specifically about the
drought situation in Rajasthan. It is a matter of great regret that in spite of so
many representations made to the Government of India, the meeting of the
NCRF was held on 27th of March, that is, six months after the first
representation of the State Government of Rajasthan was received by the
Government of India. Nonetheless, I wish now to bring to your notice some of
the points that were missed out by my colleagues here. The rainfall in 1999 in
Rajasthan was 450 mm, as against the normal rainfall of 533 mm, the toss of
production in 1999 of bajra was 60 per cent which was targeted at 21.25 lakh
tonnes; the loss of production of maize was 48 per cent with the target of 10.6
lakh tonnes and the loss of production in respect of pulses was 72 per cent
with the target of 5.3 lakh tonnes. These are some of the points 1 wish to bring
to your kind notice to show the kind of situation that is being faced by the
State Government. The State Government has, at present, engaged four lakh
labourers working on relief works at the rate of Rs. 60/- per person per day,
which is the minimum wage. The monthly expenditure is over Rs. 60 crores.
If we add to this Rs. 20 crores for material, the approximate monthly
requirement is over Rs. 80 crores. In the coming months of May and June, this
number of the workforce will increase. There will be corresponding
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increase in the requirement of funds. Similar heavy amounts are being spent
on cattle camps and drinking water. If we add all the expenses, the State is
spending Rs. 3 crores per day on the management of drought relief. The
drinking water expenses on tankers will go up from Rs. one crore to Rs. four
crores per day. Already, the temperature is four to five degrees above the
normal.

And this will worsen in the next two months. The grain supplied under
the PDS has been increased from 10 kilos to 20 kilos per person per day.
Though it can be obtained at concessional rates; yet it has to be paid for. The
Government of India is giving a total aid of Rs. 100 crores for a period of one
month. There has been a lot of talk from both sides of the House about the
various long term measures which have to be taken. You yourself had
mentioned about water mapagement and water harvesting. Just for the sake of
my colleagues, I would like to illustrate my point by citing an experiment that
has been conducted by an NGO in the district of Alwar in Rajasthan. It is called
Taran Bharat Sangh. You might remember that last month, the hon. President
of India had gone there to honour this NGO for the water management
programme which they are conducting. When they started the work of water
management there, there were some streams and rivers which had been dry
for the last 50 years. But after doing small projects on water management, |
am glad to say that the river has started running again and there is plenty of
water and there is water in the tubewells also. So, this is a programme which
can be and should be taken up on a war-footing so that this recurring problem
of drought, which is prevalent in Gujarat and States like Rajasthan, can be
dealt with.

Also, here, I would like to make one last point about another long-term
plan that we should take up in the field of agriculture. Up till now, we have
been relying too much on chemical fertilisers and pesticides. We have
forgotten our age-old, traditional, farming, that is, organic farming. It was
mentioned in our Shastras and Puranas thousands of years back. I regret to
say that though we have forgotten it, in 1920's a European Agro-Economist,
Rudolf Styner, studied the Shastras and the Puranas and started propagating
the idea of organic farming in Europe and America. I would like to draw the
attention of the Government to this fact. And here we have a Government
which is talking about going back to our culture and our ways of life. This is
what I wanted to say.
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Before I conclude, I would like to just make two-three points to be taken
up on a long-term basis so that this annual feature of drought can be faced. In
order to immediately face the situation, I would like to request the Government
of India to solicit the help of the our defence forces, especially, the Army, to
help the various States in these relief operations. Since they are a very well-
organised part of our society, I would request the Central Government to take
into consideration the appeals of the various State Governments, including
the State Government of Rajasthan, for further help in the matter. Thank you.

SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI (Gujarat): At the outset, the whole
nation, particularly, the drought-affected States, are very much grateful for the
appeal that has been made by the hon. Prime Minister. At the same time, my
State is also thankful and grateful to the Ministry of Agriculture and to the
Ministry of Finance for releasing an instalment of Rs. 86 crores in last week.
But, Sir, the drought situation which the various States, particularly, Gujarat,
are facing now has never been faced by them since the last 101 years. It was
101 years back that there was a drought like this, and it was called the
Chapparia drought. It was in 1956 Samwat. But this drought spell has created
a worse situation in the State. It was anticipated in the month of August,
before the Meteorological Department made an announcement. A meeting at
the State Cabinet level was held on 23rd August, 1999. I just want to remind
my friend, Mr. Brahmakumar Bhatt, that the second meeting was held on 5th
September, 1999 and the third meeting was held on 16th September, 1999.
Thereafter, there was a meeting every week. As far as drinking water is
concerned, there is scarcity. It is not that the State is not making efforts. They
are making efforts. There is a raskavare system, a water supply system, which
has been getting water from Mabhi project which is 180 kilometres away. I
would like to remind my friends who have spoken in favour of Gujarat and
other States that there are four districts where there are several projects, but
there is not a single drop of water in many projects. Rajkot is having 28
projects. Out of that, in 18 projects there is not a single drop of water.
Surendranagar is having 12 projects. Out of that, in 10 projects there is not a
single drop of water. In Jamnagar there are 25 projects. Out of that, in 18
projects there is not a single drop of water. In my district there are 15 projects.
Out of that, in 13 projects there is not a single drop of water. There are only
two rivers, Mahi and Panam, and water is being sent to Baroda and
Ahmedabad from Kadana and Vanakbori projects through raskavare system.
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Our Government is making every effort to supply water. When scarcity is
there, relief work is required. When scarcity is there, food supply is required.
When scarcity is there, wages need to be offered to the common people. This
has also been done. At present, people are fetching water from three or four
kilometres away. We have started providing hand-pumps. We have also
started giving immediate relief. Like Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa,
Rajasthan and Karnataka are also affected. Cattle are starving. We don't have
enough fodder. Every day we get one goods-train of fodder. But it is not
enough to feed the cattle. Therefore, a plan is required. My friend was saying
that when there was scarcity our Chief Minister was sitting in air-conditioned
rooms. 1 would like to say that the preliminary report was sent to the Central
Government, seeking assistance to the tune of Rs.930 crores, in the month of
October. Subsequently, reports were submitted every week. The State
Government has also organised meetings at the tehsii level every Friday and
at the district level every Saturday. I request the Government, through you.
Sir, to provide monetary assistance which is badly needed. 1 know that the
Centre doesn't have much money with the Calamity Relief Fund. But the
resources can be created by seeking assistance from the cooperative sector and
the banks. Some nationalised banks may also be asked to assist. Some
donations or contributions may also be made to the Chief Minister's Relief
Fund and the Prime Minister's Relief Fund and the State can be provided
assistance from that.

7 IISIHTS TIRAR: TG HBIG, AT IN 9% § G Bl TR
THT UR 59 B1S9 | 9] 81 ¥l © | SUGHIEs] 98iey, bs ATl 9 8% AT 89
AT I8 IR |ISC FNAgUe & IR 4 I7 Tefe fAgUed R =@l -d § | offd
S G 31T 2,511 AT Ml & T e B aRb |, UH. YIS RS 3 b 3dP
oY IRATE IR BT 13T 98 T8l 81 X8 § | §AN 3MMexviy 378Hs ged
ST A, EHR ARG Sff A Sl GeiTd 39 W) AU € 59 aR H |t aifédi i ey
TB AT AT 3R 590 fog IS e 1 =1fey a1fp R IR St e @
3T BIT & 98 71 81 | SUGHTETE HEIad, ORI &b 25/l # | HYIg 17 el
@ G 91T € | ORI F 230 ATGHIRI H A 153 AT 39 YHIfAT 8 &fR
18727 WAl H W 9421 T IHA FHIMGA T | ORI H WD
TN, UTeTT, GRS SR, MITTR, RS TR, ST IS, SR 3R &2 fa Rfel

TS G A JHIA ToR 311 & | SUGHIede Helad, STl
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A BAR FBIPHR HE Sl 7 gara b RaaaR w1 H &1 gHe! udl Il 131 a1
5 AT Bl 81 T E,qIRE HH MM T | 3R Al FIg W TaHe |
TSI I BReh $9 &b dR H Agel Ta-HE B A1 § &l Bk T HARSH &
feam grar,ar arot ferte Sued A= @t g ool it g Rufa e gg &
g fRufy Y1 =21 gt | «feT e 1adde 7 feuwr,oo § PRy
fSfderaR &1 3R e Ta-He BT o1, U1 Ao Ta-HE IR JH1IT 2.

SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI: The relief work was started only
after 15th of October. That is what the Scarcity Manual of the Central
Government speaks of.
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SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI: It could be started only after 15th
of October. That is what the Scarcity Manual of the Central Government
speaks of.
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T & oY I hadt 54 RIS B AT A1 B, S1eT | SA1eT 3R Sledt |
STea] geRIRT a8t ugans SIg wiifes vt <159 9gd oA 8,31 TTgHel g
eI frerh, a1 3 U1 e o IHeT Big Aded
305




RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]
8.00 P.M.

T8I &1 & | H 3179 H1eH ¥ R YSReT el § b /i1y yedr it Seal A
STe T T UoT Bl vl BN | g=IaTg |
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3MIRY E 3 o 921 dier 1 wieT a1 | 991 Faet |1 a1 Hehl 8 | U df I8
R gt Qe T & S aget Teey & Rrerd A et & i 9w R g At
1 AT 2,99 299 § IS HT el gall 8,289 <dl & oA d B el
B3N & ol fhR I SMBIRAT P Raelrs garer Afard € | urferaric $9 a1d &f
f&Hte B b Fa1 varm foran war,9me e Ta-He & ADR 8 1 e
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S BN TE B 1518t I& A STAeRT 8 514 § TRBRT AR o7 AR ST Bl o
1 I ®ed 8 [ 9w A1 91 ©: | 460 98 o dI1TE A1 37T B S |
g TIed 9 HeX F aTeT a1ed € | Hex o 911 9d § | e ol g 3 @
2,89 TTE] A offdhT I8 91d 37U+ 978 W 9 © [ ¥e TaiHey dedi
OhTSt URJdl a1 Rall o | hiSAfere! 3 & | 7477 frde & 1 aiferamies) &3]
ENIESINSISHESEES I

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, I am on a point of order. I think this
kind of a sweeping generalization about the State Governments goes beyond
the competence of this House. This is unfair.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: This is what is happening.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Whatever may happen. But it is beyond his
competence to speak in such sweeping terms about all the State Governments.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: I have the competence to speaking because I
have worked in....(Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, you give your ruling then. If he is
challenging this....(Interruptions)... Then, let Mr. Venkaiah Naidu get up and
express his views on this...(Interruptions)... This is the Council of States.
...(Interruptions)... Sir, this is not done. We don't expect this kind of a
statement that the Central Government is more eminently eligible for doing all
thee things, that whatever they are saying is correct, and that whatever the State

Governments are saying is wrong.... (Interruptions)...
SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: I have seen it happening.....(Interruptions)...
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: He does not understand the implications of
what he is saying.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL.: Sir, now, may I continue?
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Yes.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: There has been a suggestion that a committee of
Parliament should go to the drought-affected areas and that it should actually
evaluate what the real requirement of each State is so that something could be
done. I have been sitting here right from 5 o' clock waiting for Members to
suggest what they themselves are going to do for droughts that have become a
menace in this country. 1 am sorry to say, not one suggestion came from any
quarter. I, therefore, personally, feel that in order to improve the drought
situation, we have the MPLADS from which each of us can donate Rs.30
lakhs to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund, create a Calamity Relief Fund and
help the drought-affected States of the country. This is my suggestion. I pray
to the Members of the House to kindly be generous enough to give this
money to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. It can, readily, be available to the
Prime Minister for immediate disbursement to the States...

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN (Kerala): That won't be a contribution by
Members.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: Like we paid Rs. 5000 in the case of Orissa, we
can pay our one month's salary to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. This is
the second suggestion. These are the two contributions that I would urge upon
the Members to make for the Prime Minister's Relief Fund so that the
Government can take immediate action. Thank you.
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F SR 91 8l & © | 59 I & Y &9 I8 HE Adhd © b I8 UIPHidd
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to associate myself with the
sufferings of the people because of the drought in various parts of the
country. I represent the North-Eastern Region, which is the other way round.
It is a flood-affected area. We have surplus water, and very rarely we face
drought. I am incompetent to suggest to the Government about the specific
measures. What I would suggest and request the Government is that adequate
relief and rehabilitation measures should be taken immediately.

Sir, from my experience, I would say that we must have a rescue force
from the Central Government. Every time we have to depend on the State
Government. We supply relief materials, but so far as the rescue operation is
concerned, both during floods and drought, there should be a mobile rescue
force on which we can rely, which can rush to the spots where they are
required, on which we can rely because special assistance is required for
particular areas. This force should be able to assist in transport of water from
water-surplus areas, or flood-affected areas to drought-affected areas.' Also,
most of the forces, including the Army, deployed in rescue operations during
flood situations, are afraid of taking up these operations because of
inexperience. Therefore, for both these purposes, we must have a specific
rescue teams of experts and the workforce with the Central Government to
meet these kinds of situations. We are facing this problem because of global
warming and we will have to face it more and more because it is just the
beginning. I would request the Government to take adequate steps so that we
can face any such situation in the future.
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Price policy for copra for 2000 Season and price policy for raw jute for
2000-2001 season
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SUNDER LAL
PATWA): Sir, I lay a statement on the Table of the House regarding price
policy for copra for 2000 season and price policy for raw jute for 2000-2001
season. [Placed in Library See No. LT 1703/00]

Suwaredd (3ft gRE gEidl): 98T P BRAs B ggaR,26
31,2000 BT 11.00 91 TH P 1T WIfTT B ST § |

The House then adjourned at twenty-eight minutes past Eight of the
clock, till eleven of the clock, on Wednesday, the 26th April, 2000
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