RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000}
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):Now, Shri R.N.
Arya is the next speaker. ...(Interruptions)... 1think he can speak tomorrow.
After him Mr. Vahadane will speak. 3tmqat w9a F&f 21 2@ gvd) 99 afix
Tgt 3 g F T &1 99 forer @ augn W Uw e awa ¥ gei Y wh A
A T TH B T &, A ) A e ya e @ wwa &1 W REw A
TS T o foaw wm w®ife gree o wren 9gd Hika| {1 a9 Fe Q|

it v A BRI (SR 99) - W, g ot wF e dem R

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T. N. CHATURVEDI): Tomorrow
Shri R.N. Arya will be the first speaker followed by Mr. Vahadane and Mr.
Rama Shanker Kaushik who will speak for one minute. Now we move on to
the Short Duration Discussion.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Drought and famine conditions in various parts of the country,
particularly in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
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Suwiegd (o A, wgadt): = o, ol ol & 3w gEy et
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TR R AT & W9 gE B @ Few & v o wefidt 2 gl
IRFea SRt gafSi S Al owa g 1 Fo QA MA@ & | o0 A
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QAT @R G | AfFT I8 O N A 7T § I8 <ieal el E1 @ a9g
¥ f3frame) g8 &
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M AETS gL ARIGY, TAY AT TP ARAH § pg WAR I -
F faeT & ....(=gaur)...

SHRI RAJU PARMAR (Gu}arat}: Mr. Vice-Chairman, the Minister
concern=d is not in the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): The Leader of
the House is there. #ex 3P g grad@ al € | ....(=@u[) § apfl-anft g & |

Two other Ministers--the Minister of Culture and the Minister of Water
Resources--are also there, noting down the points.

N AGS gurE: SuaHRgy o o A & oy & Aemw § Ry
o g St @ R R arEr € B o o & g omg % 99 A g
1 2, @ R OlR T wa & @) e & we & oite |Enre @ e | gar
B WY | . (=Eur). AT 1 gg & 9 5 |i-eH Qo @ A
2 A @ o g A o &, g @ i Ol Ao Td 2 | SuRTes SR,
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5.00 P.M.

gEl &1 UGS die} oigd dgd A gol 7a1 § | oW a9 frae Rand e,
forar faord ¥ ek fraem derordeE AR P EW SR BN, T e
g%t 95 TR & i I & urh & AT 9% TR ¥ | 39w a8t § o5 37w @y
WRE o, oMy Y WA A ur A o R ok aRa @1 ot e T |
gafere MiRagdF 39 e # g fy o g |

Jgwureget S, # o a1 o g 6 oy 7w WAy R | wrer & ardt
f&u 1 N g=varg aa@ g = T saws 93 fea | y=mare |

) DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, we are
facing an alarming situation in our country-- the severe drought leading to a
famine. It is said that we Have not seen such a situation in the recent past.
Horrifying news has been pouring in. both in the print media and the
electronic media, and also the first-hand study. | come from Andhra Pradesh.
I would like to concentrate more on the situation prevailing in Andhra
Pradesh. But, at the same time, | am speaking on behalf of my party. So, I will
have to touch the other aspects and other States also. We have received a
report from Rajasthan saying that all the PDS shops are empty.

Secondly, people are getting down into the wells to draw water and
one or two deaths have been reported recently of people slipping into the
open wells. The third important point reported was that there were water riots
in the State. Because of lack of fodder, cattles are dying in hundreds and
thousands, and there is migration of people to the nearby places and towns.
Out of 32 Districts, 26 Districts have  been declared drought-affected.
In Gujarat, about 8500 villages have been declared to be drought affected,
and the interesting feature here is, most of the dams meant for drinking water,
have completely dried up. Here also, there have been water riots and there
was some firing reported where one or two people were reported to have died.
Because of scarcity of water, the water is most poliuted and the people
drinking the polluted water are getting the gastroenteritis desease. Today, I
read a report wbout the Gir Forest which is the sole sanctuary of the Asian
Lions. 1 had the opportunity of seeing the forest some time back. It is a
beautiful area. But the pathetic situation there is that both men and wild
aninals are competing with each other for drinking water. It is said that in
Baroda, in Gujarat, water is being sold by one of the former ex-rulers to his
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ex-subjects, and the municipality and the Government authorities are unable
to explain the situation as to why a particular individual could sell water to
the people because of shortage. 1 would like to quote a news-item which has
appeared in the Press wherein the Chief Minister of Gujarat had stated that
there is absohutely no crisis in any part of the State. At the same time, he has
admitted the failure of the local administration. 1 do not know if it can be
termed as a case of slumber kor self-deception. The Government of India's
belated gesture of carrying water by trains to some of these areas and issuing
20 kgs of foodgrains to people in the affected areas, | am afraid, has come
very late.

1 am afraid it has come very late. They should have come to
Parliament with a suo motu statement of the famine situation in this country,
some ten or fifteen days back. I was trying to raise this question about
Andhra Pradesh for the last ten days.  Unfortunately, I did not have the
opportunity, but that is a totally different matter. They should have come to
this House, instead of going to the public and appealing for donations to get
over this situation. It is all right; the people can donate for such a cause, but
at the same time, the responsibility of the Government is that they should
have come and put it before Parliament for discussion. Because what we
need in this situation is a consensus among all political parties and only that
can get us out of the situation.

We have always been hearing about Kalahandi, in Orissa. Obviously,
not for good reasons. There also, about a temperature of 45 degrees has been
reported and people have become victims of various diseases due to water
scarcity.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI) in the Chair]

Then I come to the pathetic situation in my own State. The condition of
the people in some of the districts is very miserable. About 18 districts have
been declared to be drought-affected. Around 688 mandals, which means,
about two-third of the State of Andhra Pradesh, have been declared as
drought affected. During the last one year, Sir, the shortfall in rains in
various places is to the extent of minus 90 per cent of the average rainfall.
The Government of Andhra Pradesh had declared, in stages, the names of
many mandals. And the figure now comes to 688 mandals, that is, about 40
lakhs of families are affected by this drought. The crops in the districts of
Anantapur, Mahabubnagar, Rangareddy, which mostly grow groundnuts, red
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grams and beetle leaves, have compleltely withered away in the kharif
season. There is no possibility of sowing again in the rabi seasons The
ground water ievel had receded in most of the places. The irrigation wells,
open as well as bore wells, in most of the villages have dried up. People are
forced to fetch water from a long distance. Particularly, women are forced to
do this job. There is no fodder for the cattle and the peasants are selling
away the cattle to the slaughter houses. There is large-scale migration of
these people to nearby towns like Tirupati -- it is a very holy city of ours -
Bangalore, Hyderabad and to a very distant place like Maharashtra.
Starvation deaths have been reported.

A special feature of our State is the suicides that are being committed by
the farmers because of the failure of crops, due to which they are facing a lot
of poverty, It is very unfortunate that there is pressure from the cooperative
societies from where the peasants have got some loans. Pressure is also
coming from the private money lenders; the pressure is such that the farmers
are driven to commit suicides. So far, during this season, according to one
estimate, 140 suicides have been reported. Leave alone the cotton farmers'
suicide. It was running into many hundreds; and that was about one year
back. [ will read from one of the authentic reports published in The Hindu .
It is not my newspaper. "According to unofficial estimate, the district saw
[40 suicides by farmers recently due to pressures for repayment of crop loans.
Of them, the Jadcherla areas alone accounted for 14. There have been a total
of 800 to 1.000 such deaths insthe State during the past three years. The
Government has granted Rs. | lakh ex-gratia each in 74 cases. Gloop
pervades many habitations around Jadcherla.”

Sir, during the last three days, we are getting reports of cases of
gastro-enteritis and deaths in many parts of the State because of the polluted
water. The crop loss is estimated to be about Rs. 2,500 crores, but our State
Government had requested the Centre for a grant of about Rs. 750 crores.

But, unfortunately, the Centre had granted only an amount of Rs.75
crores which comes to one-tenth of the amount that the State Government had
asked for. I don't know how much money has been released so far from this
amount of Rs.75 crores. We don't have the authentic information. You know
that the financial position of our State Government, to put it in a respectable
term, is precarious. The recent CAG report confirms the very bad financial
situation of our State. Therefore, we are unable to meet the situation. One of
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the Central Ministers recently said that it was the responsibility of the State to
look after some of these aspects of drought, famine, etc. Our CM had, at the
same. declared an allocation of Rs.154 crores for these areas. But because of
the pasicity of tunds and financial crunch, only an amount of Rs.53 crores
could be released so far and the people say that nothing had reached them,
and even that small amount had got just evaporated through the bureaucratic
pipelines. lronically. one responsible Minister of State made a statement. |
am sorry to say that that statement has become very controversial. He has
attributed these deaths to psychological disorder which has become a
communicable disease. This Minister ts a doctor and a respectable colleague
of mine and he holds the degree which | hold. At the same time, | am
disturbed by the poverty of diagnosis of this doctor. My request to the
Centre is that it should come to the rescue of the State irrespective of the fact
that there are some lapses. We should not go into the technicalities. 1t is not
the time to go into the technicalities. Don't say, "we have already given you
money from the NFCR. We have already given vou money from the CRF.
There is no utilisation certificate. The CAG report supports it. The accounts
arc not maintained properly. There are diversions of funds.” All these things
night have happened. But don't stand on the technicalities and say, "because
of these things we are not going to give you the fund”. When such a situation
arises, it is the duty of the Centre to assist the State Governments. The
Government knows where to dip its fingers and how to dip its fingers. You
only ask a bureaucrat, he will tell you how to do it. The Government of India
should come forward immediately, without bothering about the technicalities,
10 help the State. That is my demand.

. Before I conclude, 1 have one or two points to make. What
happened to the National Drinking Water Mission? [t was announced long
time ago. Now, the whole country is crying for drinking water. What is
happening to all these missions? That is my question. Where is the disaster
management policy of this Government? Should we, such a large country,not
have some policy to manage or pre-empt disasters of this type? We don't see
any such things here. What about the long-term strategy? We have perennial
rivers. In our State we have the great Godavari river. We have the great
Krishna river. They have not been harnessed properly. We have projects
which were built 100 or 150 years ago by Sir Arthur Cotton. Fifty per cent of
the Godavari water is now going to the sea and we are starving for water.
Where is the concept of sustainable development in this country? Now, we
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ave fighting. Some people say environment is important and fight for it.
Some people say development is important and fight for it. But nobody
thinks of the importance of combining these two to have sustainable
development. We are having some dams which are important for drinking
water, for irrigation, for sustenance of our people. Where iz the policy of
recharging the groundwater level which is receding very ranidly. Some of
these things require long-term measures and the Government of lndla as well
as the State Governmeiits should pay attention to 1.

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT (Gujarat): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
in Gujarat, there are 18,000 villages. Out of these 18,000 villages, 9,000
villages have been severely affected by drought. So, half of Gujarat is under
the grip of very severe drought conditions. As the Chief Minister has said, it
is the worst drought in Gujarat during the last handred years. This is the
position in Gujarat today. But, Sir, I would like to bring to the notice of this
House, how our State Government remained negligent and not alive tO the
problem, which is of a very serious nature. Sir, in September last, the
Meteorological Department announced that the monsoon was over. [t means,
there was no likelithood of any further rains . The ex-Chief Minister of
Gujarat and the present CLP leader, Shri Amar Singh Choudhary, demanded
from the State Government that a declaration should be made that since there
was scarcity and relief work should be started immediately. But the
declaration came on 28th of December i.e. after three months . So, the hon.
Chief Minister took three months to apply his mind and decide whether a
declaration of such a severe scarcity condition should be made and relief
work started or not. Obviously, he was not prepared to start the relief work
at that point of time. Therefore, it took three months. After three months, he
declared this scarcity condition and then he started the relief work. Then, Sir,
the fodder price was Re.l per kg at the time when the declaration was not
made. But when he made the declaration, the price of fodder went up to Rs.5
per kg. And now the situation is that necessary fodder is not being supplied
to the persons who are the most affected, whose cattle are dying, starving, for
want of fodder and rain. In this connection, | must mention that the Rajasthan
Chief Minister wrote to the Centre for granting Rs.1145 crores, in the month
of October. In Gujarat, the declaration was made in December. The
Rajasthan Chief Minister asked the hon. Prime Minister to give him Rs.1145
crores. as the situation was very serious; in the month of October. He met the
Prime Minister personally on November 16, and again on the first day of
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February, i.e. he met him twice. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, you will be
surprised to know that our Chief Minister did not bother to meet the Prime
Minister at all. When the Prime WMinister came to Gujarat...
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. He has not met. Why are you defending
the Chief Minister. ... (Interruptions)... He has not met the Prime Minister.
Please take your seat. It is a fact that he has not met the Prime Minister.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI LALITBHAI MEHTA (Gujarat):He met the Prime Minister on
26th  of October. He submitted the memorandum personally
...(Interruptions)... :

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT : Don't try to be a goalkeeper of the
State Government who has made a mess of the situation _.(Interruptions)...
The Prime Minister came for two days. You know this. He came from
America. He was in America for 10 days. At a time when Gujarat was
burning, he was fiddling in America. He came afier ten days, landed in
Bombay the same day the Prime Minister was there in Gujarat. Instead of
meeting the Prime Minister, my friend, he said 'I am sick.'! He became sick
the moment he landed in Bombay. He was not courteous enough to send even
a Memorandum to the Prime Minister at that time, during those two days.
Nor did he send any of his senior Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT- Karnataka): As of today the Chief
Minister has not met the Prime Minister. ...(Interruptions)... He can praise
Chief Minister when he speaks. You can say that he has done a very good
thing. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI LALITBHA! MEHTA: 1 am putting the record straight. Sir, he
is misleading the House. ...{Inierruptions). .

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: The record is very straight. As of
today, he has not met the Prime Minister. He has not sent even a single
Minister to give a memorandum to the Prime Minister on behalf of the State
Government. Only once Shri Suresh Bhai Mehta accompanied him. [ know
that. He has briefed the Prime Minister. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, it is said
inGujarat which is known to everybody here that the Chief Minister has not
eot a good wave-length with the Prime Minister. Whatever is his
wavelength with the Prime Minister, we are not concerned.
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SHRI M: VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka):. Sir, the Chief Mlmster is
- not here. It is not fatr. Sir, he is aware of the rule and precedents of the
House. The Chief Minister is not here. If he wants to attack the Chief
Minister politically, he can do it outside.. We are discussing the drought and
famine conditions in various’ parts of the country. Sir, the people are
suffering. Let us not politicize the issue. Let us not unnecessarily dilute the
spirit of the debate. Sir, he is a very senior Member, -

aﬁmm(m):sﬂmﬁaﬂmmaﬁmaﬁ
.. {=aur) TEl el fowg v Aie AR 11 L (REum)...

SHRI EKAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, the Chief Minister has not
..(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: We are not discussing here as to what
are the differences in the Congress Party or in the BJP. 3y €dfdg fQvg «
arcii He should not speak like that.  Let us not play with the lives of the
people.

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: Everybody knows as to what is going on in
Gujarat.

uaHrege (A PR TEe) - wee off, 3 o wrge Ry

SHR1 M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: That is why he has got two-thirds
majority,

SHRI. BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, as of today the Chief Minister
has not visited the affected areas of Gujarat at all. He is sitting in the
Secretariat in an air-conditioned room. You can see the Chief Minister of
Rajasthan going to different villages. Can you advise the Chief Minister to
visit the affected areas of Gujarat and see for himself as to what the position
is? ...(Imterruptions)... The fact of the matter is...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BACHANI LEKHRALIJ: Sir, he has met so many people. He has
visited so many areas. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: What is the position in Rajkot?
There were water riots in Rajkot which is the city of the Chief Minister.
Thousands of women. have ransacked the office of the Municipal
Commissioner. Even then, what is the position as of'today? In Delhi we get
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water for two hours in the morning and for two hours in the evening. In
Rajkot, water is given for 25 minutes every alternate day. That is the
position as of today. They are saying that there is proper management of
water. That is what is being done there. That is the position. Water riots
have taken place in Junagadh, Bhavnagar, Surendernagar and Jamnagar
which are district towns. Water is still not coming there. It is coming every
alternate day. Water is given every alternate day in all these district towns.
That is the position. The situation is becoming worse and worse. What has
happened in Phalna and Jamnagar where three farmers had died because of
the firing arising out of water dispute? The same is the situation in
Bhavnagar. People there were forced to stall the highway traffic. They are
not getting water.  Fortunately, the Sub-Inspector escaped. Kerosene was
poured on him. He was about to be burnt alive. Somehow, he escaped. But
his motorcycle was burnt. This is the position. This is the ground reality.
Water is supplied to 2000 villages through tankers.

And, what is the experience? Tankers come, and they have to be taken
again to some other villages. 1 know of certain instances, particularly, in
Kutch, that when a tanker goes to distribute water, and the people are waiting
there for the tanker to come, the driver of that tanker would not wait there;
instead, he would pour the water into the dry well and ask the people to take
the water from there. How would the ladies waiting there draw water from
the dry well? That is the serious condition in Gujarat today. Therefore, my
submission to this august House, to you, Sir, and to the Government is this.
In view of these things, when water is not available, when there are water
riots taking place, the Government of Gujarat had sought an assistance of
Rs.722 crores from the Central Government, and the Central Government has
granted only Rs.54 crores. My submission is that more and more assistance is
required.... (Interruptions)...

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL (Uttar Pradesh): When was this demand of
Rs.722 crores made?

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: I am pleading the case of the Chief
Minister. He has asked for Rs.722 crores, but only Rs.54 crores were given
to the State by the Central Government. More and more monetary help is
required. Otherwise, Gujarat will be in a very difficult situation. That is what
1 say. People have started moving from there. A Central team was sent there,
and they have given their report. Mr. Chaddha, who was sent from here,
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himself has said that the people there do not know anything about water
management; they have no expertise; thev have no knowledge about
recharging of water and so on. But, unfertunately, nothing has been done by
the State Government. Sir, I submit that the hon. Prime Minister should visit
Gujarat and see for himself how the situation there is. And, if possible, a
" Parliamentary delegation can visit the State of Gujarat to find out the facts.
Whatever | may say or my friends there may say is immaterial. What is the
ground reality there? This should be realised. In fact, the ground reality has
heen expressed by a Cabinet Minister himself, that is, Shri Kashiram Rana.
He visited some places, and has stated in a news report on 23rd that
Saurashtra, Kutch and North Gujarat are in a very serious drought condition.
He has said that the people, including farmers, and the animals have to be
removed from that place to a safer place. That is what Mr. Kashiram Rana
has said. Water can be sent by trains, as had been done in the past. | would
like to add one more thing. There is a report in today's Times of India on the
front page that the next monsoon is not likely to be satisfactory. If this
happens, then, it will be a big catastrophe. The Government of Gujarat as
well as the Central Government should take it as a warning. 1 wish this report
is proved false. But it is a warning from the Meterological Department of
Bangalore.

Sir, there are also reports in the Press that the Minister has said that
the responsibility for this state of affairs is with the State Government. 1 fail
to understand this. How can a Minister say, in this grave situation, that only
the State Government is supposed to deal with the situation? If, tomorrow,
people die, if there are water riots, will the Minister go on fiddling when the
situation there is burriing? It is the responsibility of the Central Government
to see to it that the people do not die, that the animals do not die, and that
there are no water riots.

The Central Government must come to the rescue of the State
Government. The State cannot be left to the mercy of the Almighty God.
The Central Government must shoulder that responsibility. The hon. Minister
should please take note of this.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir,
[, on behalf the Telegu Desam Party, express my serious concern on the
drought and famine conditions in Gujarat and Rajasthan and in various other
parts of the country. | may be permitted to bring to the notice of this august
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House ‘the drought and famine conditions in Andhra Pradesh. Sir, severe
drought conditions are prevailing in Andhra Pradesh due to deficit in rainfall
during the South-West monsoon period, i. e. from June to September. Due to
the most unsatisfactory distribution of rainfall and long dry spells, most of the
" major rainfed crops such as groundnut, maize, cotton, castor and sunflower,
got damaged severely. A major crop of the State, the paddy, either could not
be transplanted or it withered away after transplantation. The value of the
loss in terms of area unsown, as well as production loss due to damage to the
standing crop, is estimated at Rs.2566.91 crores. Our State Government
immediately impressed upon the hon. Prime Minister and requested for
Central assistance of the order of Rs.720.36 crores. The Prime Minister was
kind enough to immediately depute a Central team headed by the Joint
Secretary (Agriculture), Government of India, for an assessment of the
drought situation in the State. The Central team visited the drought affected
areas of the State in the first week of October and held detailed discussions
with the officials, the public representatives and the public. The Central
assistance of Rs.75 crores from the National Fund for Calamity Relief was
announced long back but, unfortunately, it was credited to the State's Head of
Account very late, on 31st of August, 2000. As of today, almost the entire
State of Andhra Pradesh is reeling under one of the worst droughts in recent
times. The ground water table is depleting very fast. The fall in ground water
level, as recorded in March 2000, is about 13 metres as compared to the one
prevailing in March 1999 and the maximum fall in the ground water table is
likely to touch 20 metres or even more by May-June 2000. Already about
14000 bore-wells have completely dried up. 619 Protected Water Supply
Schemes have failed due to source failure. As on today, many parts of the
State are facing acute scarcity of drinking water and it is likely to be further
acute in the coming two months. Already transportation of drinking water has
been undertaken in 1400 villages. Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, due to scarcity
of fodder, cattle are dying in some parts. The farmers are preparing
themselves for distress sale of their cattle. The State Government is opening .
fodder banks and at selected places some cattle camps also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Mr. Reddy,
there are three speakers from your party and the allotted time is ten minutes.
Please be brief.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY: Yes, Sir. Sir, we are
highly thankful to the Government of India for its concern: over the drought
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situation and the recent.decision to release 29 kgs of foodgrains-to each
family in the drought affected area at below-poverty-level rates.  The other
is the 'Food For Work' Scheme, under which individuals would be entitled to
2 kg. of foodgrains per mandays work at the below peverty line rates. These
two decisions' of the Gevernment: of india will: definitely. help the people in
distress in the drought affected regions. There is a:talk in official circles that
these two pregrammes are not for Andhra Pradesh, which is largely affected
by severe drought conditions. If it is so, this attitude is objectionable,
irrational and condemnable. Our. Chief Ministerhas already requested the
~ hon: Prime’ Minister to:implement these two programmes. in Andhra Pradesh
. also. l:appeal to the-hon. Prime Minister to anncunce in the House itseif that
these: programmes will also be implemented in the drought-affected parts of
Andhra Pradesh. [ am sorry to nete that the severe dreught in Andhra
Pradesh is not being considered at par with the other drought affected States.
In Andhra Pradesh, I8 districts are affected by drought as against 22 districts,
688 mandals as.against 1099 mandals and 17431 villages as against 21,865
villages are affected by severe drought and the:State Government has
declared them as drought affected areas and it is implementing the drought
relief programmes. Hence, [ appeal to the Government of India to treat
‘Andhra Pradesh drought affected areas on par with other affected States.» Our
State Govermmient has spent about Rs.400 crores for the drought relief
including the assistance to the fasmers, drinking water supply, fodder for the
animals ‘and employment generation for the poot.. ©ur Chief Minister is
personally monitoring regularly the drought relief programmes and he has
already visitedl four districts. | appeal to the hon. Prime Minister to come to
the rescue of Andhra Pradesh by immediately releasing the remaining amount
of Rs.645 «crores for continuation of relief measures started by Andhra
Pradesh-Government. | would further appeal to the Government of India to
release the Ist and the iind instalments of ‘all the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes:such as EAS, Watershed Development, JGSY, etc. without insisting
on the utilisation certification in respect of the Ist instalment.

St TR INATH :  IJINHEDH. HEE, F I[0RATS Iwed F AR F U
A FE GG F A PEW. UIET & TS, WA F JBT P gR § o
ey IR & ik e w F.4@ A Ry w1 7 2, 39l wea
T HRF 1 & o™ o1 WA K v FReT g8 @ AR A wa
t fre o A W T wEE @ TR T o gE v R Rl
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T B, T e AR A AR W W R F 9T zard A arh
I YA Gl § 81 ARAE P g A 99 W FI-hg NA R A
AfEA R R g &1 U BST AdY ARl E 1 o ot uw RAfY gEd | gaa
g T 21 Vg g € E & @) e WRaw o &1 wardd € A & 99 98 W
IRT TE & A 9e & AR @ F 99 FEl 8 T STEER] & HEgH §
gt 21§ worems # fFrarht g ok § e € fFe § wea @ Mgw e
FEA & fF I § ug-eH e ggd 991 wHer 8, ueiier wee Y e
g8 Uy Tl 39 gd A 8 Rl ded w3 gfewd 8 w1 8 asi R ga
gyl @ W fhadl &, Tud Sihe AR b U A & | S%1 yarad off &
R, Fed F fog sl R R A am @ w &, 99 @ & 39
el A a8 W FPIA P AT TR B P IMWRE J&i B TWIR P 2
g8 W PR W b Bl lfif¥e =aa & § | arErl & SRy agl @ S
TR FE AT I} V@ & b st & v wed i e feg S | afe
7EIcy, ¥ amdR W Al e o anau Td FRarl § fa wRer @
ATATT BRE 9w ® s TE T FEar) ool A wee o #w @
3, ¥ sttt o e o= e sraf¥a o amear €1 9gt o fifa smaan
AP |V FUE W T, 9D IR § A wHf¥d IR urEey €1 ¥ 99 A
2 f oa gR-3a o @ Nfew & a9 39 AR T &1 F ffsa & R
oeh BT areal § 6 el & et ¥ 98t ¥ wwER uiow s e f
81 W T o (RufT a9 waaw 21 SR Rl 7 worem & srre 9
IRF ES AR T IR A W g § 93 g & OY U 9 T 9%l §
5 oEt R T AR FE B g Roffer 9w i § ¥, o ¥ 'R v
FHA IS P WA g€ Fe [P TR T8 W I o ARy @ oo Afda
Tat vaHe FEl 2, g fawe 78 &, gat @R AE &1 HElRy, u§ I+ f§
Reré & R SN g8 goa w21 U6 @™ wue @R S @R Sw &
e T} ¥ & {5 oI, ORI J1 o ATl A AP U 8T 2 SR o
TOlea &, 3 AT € 1 9w dxend & L. .(=eur)... .

N gorawe Aon (o) - W, LLL(FTEEF).LL
oft T AWATH : IYHT TR W 39T, Hom JrEF | Iy o IR
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JE L (auE) . R, § ORI B TH AR TR YT A gl
..(FmEuE) .. v

A e Aon . JUF WA P AOR F HA 43 'C €, 0 IR
goma ¥ fF 3 SureT @ Uy W S L. (=erd)...

st YmErE AT : oW gEl ¥ afld on W@ 2. # we A g 6
TARIE & FAGR TR ToeE ¥ gex R W § ok o R a
AN 3 Jea § g g

oft arerefa &l (emRY): b AR @t ang € L. (smEurs) ...

N RN dEAE W G T H O amwel gm |
.. TAUT) .. TS TEA-TET gHATE F I RN AR T | rgwE @
siey wiEl-oEt W Wwe oM, IO F @nl A o f wnaw wm f,
R SR e R iR TR & SR At A or Afvw Tvi @
ol @ el B, a9 € gar o e g8l W oge wamee R @ @
gt e fRIRY &1 O owd 39 o @1 & % a9R 7 95 39 a9 9
It a% wR 3w H 7 FR O 5 a9 7rEy iR W & W T ar Afg -
R T TE AW WHA, FEEN S gRT U E Aow o wear | A gy
B g9 S g, AR Ao & fay @ § wusmn g B g % R A,
RO & JaTedl ST Ok A qohdl & b wag g w3 At 99 AR @ Ad
T A | TR FES & - o @R F $9 8w @ feT aw andt off 3ga
% | zafiy § v WRER A FRET A W €, SN @ wwer ¥ PR
& TEar g 5 9% g afte P - gara 530 3 we R, sew W R
B AR aE & g W B W WY 5 g9 R eFNY @, gE %
SariEt @ 39 a9 A adfle W) ARt don oy | A e € P Aw
9gd g€ AT 9 A1 Aopar ¥ | IueHem wEley, § US olR 9 @t ok e
MY S AEdl § SR a8 a8 & f A o s 9 97 g o)
IR W & T Wl A7 [WHR B F A 1Y 48 7l - 77 F o ws
TE @ W8 g, T8 W s 7 &, § oo yreEe $ Y a7 @ T B vE
§ | SuwvTee SR, ST9 W WHE 9t 81N | BN b s ... (Haur)...

A TR e (ORA) ¢ 3T AEY 7T FMEY | 7€ 9gq &
Hagaeid ofik TR qol W foam g 9 & fds | s o iR
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frft aveR & FW et F3=1 98 & IER |

- o IET aarE e, A ¢ e € Ol T g I g |
7% ft TR IR § g SR € | PR A9 T diad @ A ) A
el B | SreHree W, MO sE P Ny aH & 1 F aw g
farare ¥ T g wrEAr § f 0 WRER T F I &, T AR w9 &
T8 T A ¢ | IE w@d BTG gl & e A gl @l @t @ "
wowr W §, 3l ow I xad @ wrag gErwdt @ 514 adnic s A
§ A, #Prisa ¥ Ay wew A A, 99 Tuy SR, 9w MR ¥ warEd
TTHY AAGR A IR WHR B Ha1 (6 7 o8 T8 3% @ |, g7 I9Ha
B T B, JH I BT A B A Ueed iR A 39 AW @l T @ )@
B | 4% 91 S aremen % ot &, & 7 ww @ € | ¥ oY 7w e www &
f5 IR SER A o W B3 FA & @ TN oy T F BE 9iWE T8 9w
& ¥4 4q PAeler o9 WIHR ¥ &1 9 | 99 TWoR & FE P WS |
- iy w1 et 5 Rl Y oft srwe & wRer A1 anet R ar gy
T W g WA ue , 9% A geq & ok g9 wr ueq ¥ SR aorhify
¥ g 8w wRe | § WAy aw N FE wEa € 5 aow SweR
(emaar) & wft o) @ g | H o gg FE aww (et oY 'EY). - d
IS P VBT & | 3Q qgeR AN & snaeasmar g & wifs S ey aw
qg] gan & | ¥ 77 g awar g 3R anfl TuR Al /el 1 uet 9 an
& 5 Aq & 39 9w F 3 TR F 9 999 W @ F WHR A
TRa srfad i 2, ok a5 3 w@d AW q@HN - A IS A, I
W I TFHR FH wA B FA fEa g | :

I & IF AN AR TN o A FEY WEHR 7 O praa) B R
gurE % W I ggee, S W Ie & IER oft o IEeR R B
A @ warg frar| e yareEsh S & 59 9 & fog wgarg 4 afee <
TR @Ra TR ¥ sl A iR g8 AP FER T | wd e W o
71 9 34 A v R wwd g em F o g | 5w AR F fAweh wot @
o5 8 @ &, po-ueEl S W AW B e B & iR 5 et §
TS A 7 deraw frar o w@ &, url Ao dEew e w0
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g @ arew Ry g B st ol o W S AN, Anr W A | S
WER W X G & T T PN AR | AR W § § ww f vEm
TR TRER B I Gar Al &, e v ¥ Uy g 9 & | aw W # 3R
T@ X A qe o wE A wE gr § | St ofvd v & 7w A ad
ST | A o ureud ol ¥ | uw e e € 5 o o R R,
el 6 o, st & svma el o e ot oy Torer § T @R
afey | @'l W agst A @ O wRe v M F o R ameen D
=T 3 Y AR W, oY TBR BT 1 A ey ¥ AfBA 3T
B A A P Y BH e B P TN R 9 al) S’ B9 STrel
B e =1 a9 TRA | SR W ¥ A ¥ ' st @)
e & = ge @ @i ek % € Suer WA B 9 | e e

SHRI M.P.A. SAMAD SAMADANI (Kerata): Fhank you, Sir. 1 am
here to make only a few suggestions to the Minister ‘on this very important
discussion. 1 would fike to"mention, very briefly, some points. As'we all
know, the serious drought situation has become a great threat in the
day-to-day life of the peopie in' certain States of the cotntry, espevially in-
Rajasthan and Gujarat. ‘Feod s scarce and drinking water has become a rare
thing. The various diriensions of this problem have been discussed in detail.
I am not going into these-details and T anx not repeating'them. The most
important probilem is-the non-avdilability of water. It is reported in the press
that fights are taking place, among the peeple, in the villages, for drinking
water. People are fighting each other for a  drop of water and a serious
situation has arisen in some of the areas. That is the most important aspect of
this issue that has to' be takeéii into corisideration. A special relief package has
been arnounced by the Cermral Goveriment. ' The Secretaries of the-Céntral
Government-are working o it. It is, ne doubt, is a'welcome feature. But that
is not sufficient because the issue is very serious and grave. Because of that,
something more is required to be done and some serious and urgent steps are
to be taken by the Central Government to remedy the situation. I would like
to give a few suggestions. Immefiate monetary assistance, ample supply of
foodgrains are the two important things, after drinking water. It is a very
good news that the Railways hive consented to frée transportation of drinking
water. This is & positive' thing 'and the help fiom the Railways has to be
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utilised to the maximum extent possible and more and more drinking water
should be transported to all these areas. There is scarcity of foodgrains. For
example, rice, it is reported, is a very rare commodity in those areas. Only
the strengthening of the P.D.S can solve it. The PDS is, now-a-days, under
threat. Only by strengthening this, we can solve the problem. Throughout the
tountry, there is a problem with regard to the PDS. There is a need to
strengthen this, especially in the drought-affected areas, for the use of the
public. Also, the cleaning of wells is very important and the Central
Government should make a system to scientifically clean all the wells that are
there.

Now, Sir, I come to next point, that is, storing of water. Dr. Y.
Radhakrishna Murty, during his speech, suggested the need for a balance
between environmental awareness and development consciousness. Today,
a fight is going on in the country between those people wiio argue for
environmental awareness and those who argue for developmental activities.
In fact, both, environmental awareness and developmental activities, are
important. So, there has to be a balance between the two. A balance has to
be found between the two, and more water has to be stored. It is reported
that in the coming century, or maybe, in this century itself, the great battles
among nations will not be for territories, but for drinking water. Thus, we are
heading towards such a stage. It is a very serious problem, which humanity is
facing. We will have to find out for the future as to what could be done. So
much water is w_a'sted nowadays. We will have to think of some kind of a
scheme, some kind of a system, by which more water can be stored. Thank
you, Sir. :

HaR aa ga (RER) : Sugweay #@iga, A S & foy a9
fam, zue faw g=Ek | 78i9d, R AR IR WEaN g9 @ g9 7 £
9 fa% g afed SrEw off ol & fag dasv @ 2 | 36U, dreme, afar ek
TR G TR HEs 99 T § | 99 g9 7 wrws W9 w7 qery o a1 @ oA
qE g B T E | TR F UF 0@ qiedt I & Ay AR B e e
TS '

7El 9% 5 o o 3F } N Y 98 wewn wed §) o W R E,
T G99 W@l & | el B @ ferpe W% 9@ € € W fear A
U [9dgd 9@ TE 2 | AfFA anfl 18d. & FW I a0 | IS FE 8l
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ur Rraed sl gia smawasdar oft | WIHRIS g@ B1S T 919 T8 & | gpha
®1 WO Y TG TR BN e & | ) T WeR e & ©9 J waee BT
2 A1 mia F A 91 SO ¥ | Fft I S w9 A uFe T & @ A9 F i g9
W B AR FOM AR AR B 9t A de T I vea @ | @ | S
g ¥ 99 T8 THIY ST € @ T B qSU o & | A W g 7 R
FAR ORI 3R IRl &b AW € W8 ¥ | ' @l 9T gge o gl e g
TART 8RR T8l B 9 B U e} F AU W M9 §99 | g
Afad ‘wr A9 9 ' BE R AW B GO IR b AEATT R wwat off
FTH AY G 27| TH TRE 1 @G gl 0 IR 3T A B I FRA P
forg gom ord=n &t 9t off | ' g & w1 ¥ ) 9E 2 | Us g
e & RS R SRR AR @t gu1 o WEar o1 | Af a8 @ 39 ave
B PB WIS e g8 T8 & fF Ruat AR w® a1 o% @ &) 9w sk e
M Y A T, TEE 99 9 F T gew o, g9l @ dwn H g|
F HRYT AFER W0 @I &, IH G99 EXGR B J§ qar aar & 5 wai g
TS T | I9F 5 B-Eee Fu g, TY A H AN ¥ T A-Hr A
o9 PE W FEHET 990 € U BIg AEd BT B YO AT & | 9 T& IE
afp qff Rt @ a9 9@ dBS AN B A welt ARt @ iR g Fu
w@reeg A Tar A 8, 95T | A @ 9T A Tl arh # | anft e 7w A
¥ 3 5 poll ot a7 Trea € T asd-osfa Tl & A=% Ia¥ IR S gl
AT M FTS A T, ST TN TRA P IAARRE | TEqga &
g R & | g@ @ i @1 A @ oI SR W o & e &, S R
FaREdIR g AR A R AP B I L, e gAT B A B |
TR AT TYPR §/ ONE B AN DT FPRen o 3 g avs srwwef &
AR T W B WG @ 1 98 ARG g ot Rew o Wl @
TR IR IR I T AN gad I M asf sga sa @ @ o | g9
IR At B¢ @A ¥ a9t 957 P g€ & IR AR ¥ FA9 26 R Riepat
Q% gpn # § R S F SR TN A Hew § FEaR W g § |
foram air fdT afts & € @ oed B A ad & W W § swfay I
SRt B B A & &5 3 e wEl aot 9¢ 3R s Sfta &Y e R |

HEIg, T WXOR Iffe gfe & ot aoga wd ot fr 3 38 avw
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@B ST BT HEA FY Tb | gAY IR B HHR T by WAR A
1,145 @IS & #1 & N | IfFT WFR A IF g5 J T 103 FNS B
FETael WeT @ ¥ 3 gHT N IoRATT ¥ AR R ;e B A
 Repd G B FPY & RO @99 ¥F F1 W w9 § 59 @ve B BN B
i g8 TSt HgH T HET A Al 21 W TR TH WF F AT dI
FE E & 5 uorify A a9 78 et wlR) S A 3w @ ik o
e & & 5 $% voR 39 yeR @ d0dr @aER S IR % W1 $R
gl ¥ ot gEd aféd B weR €1 $9 YeR A ug we U & o |/
IOy & f5 59 9HE Ay omR R wEradl o Wt A % sw www owd]
P A B @ AT UTRAM b T W I T A, @ F AR @ q
ey @ &1 T B BRY aed @ #1939 q9 ¥ g § oiR YRt &
& ot g0 o9 b T £ g9l aEe w9 @ ageR fear s arfey anfs
39 39 % 3 WA B A @ of ww oY 5w N fgwm b arh § ok B
TREHR A G 79T o ¥@ T (wwa ) ud) ‘

HRIGY, o8 T v A ddc 9§ I ¢ 7Y UE o ® R v &
et # i - IR AR, Wem WRY AR Y WRY - 3w ol # R 2@ &5
wee A B aran ¥ gufig gee /59 e W R ey Ry o el
o W W 9l &1 959 SarET Iae 3 ol B AfPbd uEd & T gau
iR 4@ w ST &9 HRY A€ B wrw R o @ S § fawm 7 e
&) S &1 SR ¥ FIT 9T & RN & Aal B gy @y & e eiw o
frfira %Y @1 B¢ gau wdl frar ok O 95 orlt on o} Wl alvedrieeo
q 7 @ TR I forr W vgfYa o) R oo 9R dEAl # WWeR T
fads pter g # 3 R Wi TR w o ¥ daom aet § B wfa
& frardt) o & oRefy g8 2 R o A A UM @ sa 991 Swe
g # 3R 5§ Te N TBAE Jor us B

F WA WEE : ToRT d 1995 9% wM @t @ wwen o

.{=aau=) .

Mo Wi g3 ¢ &, & Yy d Al ® IR T8 wm o EI
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T HIUY GYER B gEed PN I8 & 9 et arargT a7 e £ g b '
" gar ¥ € fr IR o wRER F o€ o ot wadn aveh gRA a1 e uR
3T THIR TBNY A @ wan iR S FR-E w=h & wrgw Sww W
ST WO W ST R BEY B Aaqod a8 &1 § @i aRW wd o @ g
P §3 arft w1 5 g worify 2 @ =Ry

ft waely Reft - 3 g § 5 IoRem A Y W 96 WO
IRER off . (caae) R & &84 g . (Tau_).

st TR g : IoRE T E19 3 AR 98l e ave @ Eer @
T L (SEuE) ...

s VNS YIS : I 95T Hadd ¥h gN ABI UST 4t & 9T W
TR TE VIR ¥ o9 B9 Yog (5 @ dad T aTd ordre TSl ol
I FRHIY AT & TG BT &) AT gl Bt

Srayreg (o R\ g1@N) iV, de R Bl de ' has

T i W g g o 99 B are ol | Afe WEd $ AW W
A ¥ e gaum fpy o & Rywer wdon ag & ® 5 sl sua
IRt ga o fREr S § &R anTel e R g a1 919 7 g
Brar & R 9w gawm d YA wd fFwm o ¥ afaw i weR @ gE
f&f 7 5l wy 9§ y@e B Wi A gEnEd 47 € 99 gERfed ax
T & forg & oRAoER sl off t 3R 59 oA & wllen FRw & forg
" IS AN % g4 A off gHEa ve ol A 3% g9@ {3y 4 fF e s
aRaterr & % ] frafEa fem o ey qun e aex e & 9
oy faar o wrfey ok ol @) o d@eRn &, o % o AR O &, S
gTifew e S0 anfdy, S99 (egR fFo o @ifde | we & e, ol
@1 wRevl 5 S ARy | EE R gel ol @ aga wueT w&id @ S @ |
safere il @1 w@Rew fEm S afe | ues e ogd o AR S @ R,
IUH HA IS P oM fFar S =Ry |

4 06w AR Sl | gaR AR e g9 HerE oft | wer
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& o e A | e @ |, A S 20 fE et 3 & arer e ®,
IYp! 3y 30 el Y < | @99 7<) g1 IE ? & g € 97 a<-a<t "wong
g 78 &, Afpm &9 98 sl ave § 9 € P g wemr @t A g% em
R SN @l g wE ugg R o f6 orexadg @ & | gafery gt
Prrft ot sroea & | 59% FR 9 we Prrel vt =& o @' S
JEd WPl @ 9% 99 M G 9gd | oanuee Wi ufeer f¥fegegee e #
3 H A FAR e, FE A T8 QAR I @ g S qen e
AR o @fr I avE § Rreondr @ | 39e | & we, § s ek
IR A AEN fh 36 TG 98 W B THR B TG b & wre wifke
T e AR el & dim A wred &9 & o e go S aifkel S
S He @1 WA B T R, @ oY agia ot @ @ &, 9@ e @
R g1 7@ 2, 4 79 9ga TIed! TR WY B IS MR 8 I, Fifs @ &
wrg ol 9gd R % wa aren 2, gAfay fRAT @ Twm @ foanft @
JATYH! GRT SAGH HAT FEY | w&l ¢E1 A 81 6 7l % g iR a9 ey
a9 B | AT AT TR R ® f6 WeR @Y snuet ¥ e g
ey % a8 qRa Ead @1 RY aX T | had =Nons § A @ 9y afes
SERaHEl B ga gfeen g weradn ogEnt gy, aifd @ S e |, Faa
FUPY ] F A 9T T FF | 9@ |

st IEHE qed (o) - SyHurensd S, U 9gd & TR faww w ==t
B R, IR A H oA R o e R ¥ I9F fav § anuen
TET-9%a AN § | 93 & ued € A, Towd § g9 @ Ry F aw § 47
e BT T B e o7 | 3H) uEel M g weT ¥ g $ IR A, 919
F ar ¥, Tt R & IR F, T GEge & TR A, S wEhkie e §,
S IR # Tl B @ § | AfeT 3 gult 9 a@ S @&, aifew swar
Aiege o1 ¥, UG FATH FWT ¥ ? AT B @EeHF ¥ 9 R @ &,
THre At @ a1g w @ € | o9 f +id Wi R @kht @ o s
TE 9 et @ fF sHe! v S, sy fAugr =it w1 aifey | o9
IE 919 Iod! & A1 el BIEANd AR &1 919 I5d B | A= & U9 W9
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6.00 P.M.

19 &€ 219 & 99 7% AvHa SAHE B wRurw ) g B 2 | ST F A
T8 919 g W R W vEd Ruwr arg, WM am gt 1 wmma g Y
G Qiferdred Tt @ 39 W B Fra ey R B T3 BN 9

aifey & o@ @ B R Ru=r g g AOT WMER IR AIE AR W
FHOIR & @1 IEH | SHS wEg B ¢ | 9§ A @ W BT & @ g H
S eR See an o ¥ 500 %, 1000 HAF, 1500 R, 2000 TR
% fog | & wwear € 5 399 AR # & ikt § W @ e wE AW
R Prgrer g R B o g Rl § aR-AR et 39 Rvg W 9w
qJ B IR | R a6 ORI, IR UG, JORAM, W 9N R I wee
w gard 2, § gHgen € 5 aei fRIRY gga € iR, Raods ik wamaE @
IR w9 | wret, #§ gg T wgw B a=w wRw F T e )

e & T € B o @ RifY s @ frarees &1 weea, §
TEl B uiffede wR Yed w¥F F fov wer T8 gan g, A v 9w
Fe A 5 e & ad g & W el wEEa ghl, 8 wear © g8l W
T gEL T IR, AfFT I AW GEHa @ [oRma 6 wghia B
19 g ¥ 99 S wfey o1, 98 € 8 9 ¥ | ¥F 9§ WoR $H
TIRY 5 crgeh R ave A waerE B ARy, @8 T8 gon | anht 58 PR
S g @ 2 srEE gRT e oM w iRTww o | seiite
#fsw 7 file N &1 awae o= & el 38 wefaw o Sor ok e
B TAE J I WHR AR F5 P AR AT §§ | SuTHNRS off, 7 AT
It |eY e & 5 orRE # AgE BA I AT 9ol W B AT, AP D
fefiie 36 R @Re @ dcolt @™ a1 =iley o, R 9Re Tsael $%
WHN B AANSH FafAe HE1 AfRQ on, ag &1 fbar mar ? &1 38 aid |l
7€t & % g w5 B SWRE WM & oy el FTER A S @ P
#=i a gy W oR ST FRe aifRe or ? g AE Ao 9% 9wl |
& T 3R § B st H oy T s @ € | T gw g9 9 A & fH
T St S99 YO T @ 98 ARy WER B R off 5 a8 s
heRs RA A fafre st R IoR™ # wgr B ? Sgasreas S,
T8 veell e 9d ¥, 39 e W Fieen A WnTaH am o § 17 @
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AN AR MY AR o aRE Q99 FEE N wR iR o, 98 T8
e T ) WA F 95 ¥ IR SHE b W @ ol P @wE A
FETTHCaEY BIg1 91T o, 98 &1 8ISl 141 | 39 BRY w9 q1vd 1S al
THE B T AR ARl @ P e gen |t wieRe Beoae @ 9
B Wy off; & 8 wd | 7@ THlET € iR @ wWerR ww gilky |
IS ofl, 3§ IR § 3R 1% srmear 3 & afew AR 3 foran 5

Gujarat: Not to manage a crisis. Itis a séiious crisis.

S TG &, N PR T AR % §6 W &1 7 9D P
gd et ok | 39 T e9R am 48 Wi &t 59 1 weaiT e
¥ fog dan & | IR sraweq ¥ A B9 wigH RAifreR % o o o $ Ry
TR € |

ToRTE WaT A o DT g of | R e wewa & 5 F A eew AR
S A g Y R oo | 9 W ey #H Sh @r oam A el TRe @
oEd € | Srare el fF S $ecy W e &, 98 uewend ¥ a1 v € | g9 A
2 5 smare of o 39 Rva w o o & | 9fF a8 afwd w9 2 ek
ORI A WIE] €, S 98 F Seed oG & et W AR R A §
It is very ridiculous. SUEHIEGE w1, 39 a¥§ & famme iR wuws Ry
feoagfi fem s M aga @ i Sea It e s S g @ A &5
F¢ A A gigeT W WA F TR ) o wfea $1 FU F IaneR o
famren sran &, SO A1 TH @ 919 oiR @1 ' Wt # |

e, 4 gg TE e 5 gus oy adaE WeR A & | wYER WA
mege ) a1g onE oft | gE el 9w g ke o, W @ g @
Hpdl & 9 4 @l A T 8, Wb @ 1 YoRE A AT @ WREN T
R yy N Nud WRGR T &1 geqr oft uEt A €, 94 @ # S g
wred o1 5 foggaa 9 S s R &, o &1ge 9w @l &, W gE 6w o
TER o) & 5 9% F5c g9 WoR B, T v & arll @ Ao & @ ¥ q=
7=t ) g9 TR & fav QAR § | 9f%T uT Sed WS @t 919 7E 9o
R W 3w # 7B W W iR Tore A 39 ok 9 | gF O TE
2| IS ot weeR oft, 98 W = W o 99 98 Sieged TE e Ui |
g 3 St R TORE MY 9 AR AN A RS AT U | S seren (%

272



{25 April, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

B B 39 O avE ¥ ' bl fHar §, SE ke | WeR §9@R @
3wy i diea H | gt a8 gEa #E @ fAer gt € @) ow geme g A
PP €T3H B T R T v w3t of 3 g it Rem fF s @Y amu P
Y B 99 ¥ | RS, T I I §i ) T919 I |

IueaTee o, TR # 9 & et @ e & fag it @ o siteem 8,
SHH! AR BS WP & @ I8 AYGR WG WoieE § | 75 ueW & &
N WY gena E R, ofd g Tl @ Rieer 9@ o w8
HEIgg, W 1986-87 ¥ 9@ FIS<T M o R TEi T wRerR oft @t Twi
I e F fafi IR A e o | e ¥ & O wrifma st
et oft, o7 & urft A Ty en, wiex A T o IR P weR ¥ 99 Free
fague  ded fFHar oo S gHR | TR B owwa & F g SR SR
B garg B A 6 SR onfier Y, SR W & ol & o 9w 3
# Ird A 2, 20 fFA WA T A < @ a4 B, and Wifkee 37, #
ITF R TR ¥wHE FRal § AR e uEd § 5 3w e 3 o R $it
SR 2, Rigued aRE ) 97 I8 98 P R B TR € R R '
g9 A fAider Qe gEE e aft a7 @ wom | Refe ad ad @ #
AR A g oy, SH A A aff ga R € | & wrar & 5
WHR & o9 Je af 7 &, g9 7 € gafog B 7 #, o oRemor §
Rl ab e afdy, SHU AN A I o T gu & IRAw ab A R v w &
f5 40 vov g @ & 3fe ¥ wosn € 5 s oA # 4R e S 9@
forprd & ey € | 9 TRIF gEE | AR Td dF HW FE ¢ W
frft B 10 Tuy fare @ &, fed N 15 Uy fa w &, farlt 9 20 sug
firer @ # 3R agi M FREE gon g & - A dieeh Y fre iy, A
g1 aifRY, a8 JE1 8 & & 3R -3, da-de e g A 98 B |
a8l W Yeex 7 &, ypa Iew 9 e ¥ 98 W W FRA ard v
o ot afty, e E A @ 2 12 a0 9 € ok 7% SR &
fAre-Seres |ree 8RN, TE PR 8 | 9 @t goie A g8l 2 AReg @
T Telt TE, 9 W wW A @ 9 | ot R wife, ad @2 @ g ¥, fred A
ITFE GREATEH fHar a1 @ 99 U d, I A9 gge @ wE o, Us g W
&} o 3 w1 R YrEEAYH o ar fF A A o aoE | AR 0| S
FHHT & TP KNSR T ARy | @ g'l Refie a& suran1 | sweT G
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iRy, TR awen A S ey B A B B9 ¥ o Al i @) fe
HF, 40 3T dF @ H9 9 F9 AR, S R Raw & I qu § s wwar
¥ T ¥ H9 a0 & O P wRy | 9 99 @ ¥ arlt @ T d,
ITH IR A qE Nt ¥ a9 B 2 R F wHwar € B 9wH O ¥ g W6
frar ST WfRY | TR 9 BIgSY @ 99T 8, IR Y ¥ R fear
B & e w® fRrfa 7 g | R adi | iR gl @ @ g @ e,
Afes oS e @ 1E, $T AN P 3T TR IR T8 W FET e 5 e
TRI IMSY ) FRufy Tt waelt off, fp a8 71 & o &R o7 safta & |
3t f i W g e g ARy, 98 98§ | 9 @ o, Refw 96,
WIS, § R Gl R & @ & 8 ik # wewer g f g Ry g
WD S-SR WEAT B BN, Fadl ferd) yarg wen g aife
WO AL Ao 9] ¥ ) g 81 Y, 9991 9B Aieqyd Fred |
arag S A W A FwEm fF 3 I 3gYd o g9 B auE W Sft R % ww
/P TUB $B g M@l | 7 T8 § A G FW B Qo oft, 99 IR
d wer T 5 B & Ha § $9 & g Afbd § e aew g 5 150
FIS TUY W Y F AfpT 99 A H, FH WHR g 95 W) 9 IH g @
150 #I% Q@ 4 WRI$ X 7 T | 98 eewfed [T At 3R SN o5
Y st At Hicd 8 Tahdl off AfFH aw R A & i | ¥ Y srefea
@ A wifRy iR SureT | ST eeRifd Suesr 8, O SaRen @t ot
=1iRY 1 900 @RS $UY B @9 2, 1100 FU$ U HT g3, v 55 a_rs
wou e | Y ek s e, saret @ warer st frat d e, R
4 @ AR W) AR g8 Refis 9 W $H IR @ & 9P S9ET |
Sarer o i, Y B v o =ifew 7 H wwean § 6 A @ A €,
7 R B Fe-gerer B e TRy R S A1 Yw A e 6 a9t
T 5 IR-IR T9 39 W w9 W, e B 1 v e =ity anfs g
gl & 9 L IS | gaTE |

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 1 agree with
Shri Ahmed Patelji that political parties should all sit together, come together,
to evolve some sort of a solution to this sort of problem, whether it is cyclone,
whether it is drought or any other natural calamity, for that matter, in any
part of the country. There has to be a proper approach; and there has to be
co-ordination between the Central Government and the State Governments.
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Sir, before I go to that issue, I have taken the permission to mention
about the situation prevailing ‘in parts of Karnataka. Twenty-one districts of
Karnataka are also facing a drought situation, particularly, the border areas
Kolar, Bellary, Raichur, Bidar, Gulbarga, Bhagalkot, Belgaum, Kaveri,
Chitradurg, Tumkur and Davangere which are adjacent to Andhra Pradesh,
are facing a grave situation. In Andhra Pradesh also, out of 1103 mandals, 743
mandals have already been declared by the State Government as
drought-affected areas. There is migration of labour. There is a severe
drinking water shortage. There is a shortage of fodder. These are the main
important things. I am happy that the Government of India has announced that
they are ready to provide foodgrains that are required by the affected States.
They have also decided to provide free transportation of the fodder and also
drinking water to the affected areas.

1 am also happy that the Prime Minister has called a meeting at 6 o'clock
today to take the suggestion of different political parties. All should evolve a
consensus approach to tackle this problem. Sir, 1 wanted to rise, in fact, a
wider issue. Manmohanji and Jaswantji and others are not here because they
are pre-occupied with the meeting called by the Prime Minister. Ahmed
Patelji was referring to the States asking for funds. I have gone through this.
Rs.700-0dd crores are asked for by Gujarat, Rs.1100 crores are asked for by
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh also has asked for a similar amount. Then we
have a memorandum from Karnataka also. Andhra has asked for Rs.650
crores. If you put all these things together, what will happen? Simply
because we are at the Centre today, 1 am not trying to put an accusing finger
against any State Government. Fortunately or unfortunately, most of the
States are ruled by different parties. We are hearing here in this House,
people trying to find fault with State Governments. People try to find fault
with Gujarat. My people try to find fault with Rajasthan. Somebody else tries
to find fault with Andhra Pradesh. We are not serving the cause of anybody
by doing this. 1 do not want to go into the details. 1 also have information. |
also have newspaper reports. Today, one of the newspapers said: “This
should be an eye-opener to all of us. It seems the State Government has
chosen to take two separate stands-one to highlight the severity of famine
when it comes to taking assistance from the Centre and the second to term
reports on droughts as 'media hype' when it comes to exposure of the
administrative failure to provide drinking water, fodder, to the drought-hit
villages. A senior official of the Chief Minister's Office denied any
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information of cattle death or even migration of people from the drought-hit
districts.” How irresponsible it is! 1 do not think that any politician can make
such a statement. | am not attributing it to the Chief Minister of Rajasthan. I
do not want to join issue on that. I am talking about the issue involved. We
should really take note of it. 1 am not mentioning the name of the Chief
Minister. It does not concern the Chief Minister as such. [ am talking about
the administration. Political parties should take note of this attitude. “All this
is a routine affair. There is nothing very special this year.” An officer speaks
like this! Members are saying that there is a serious situation, there is
migration of people, there is shortage of fodder, there is cattle death.
According to newspaper reports, about 50 cattle have died in every
drought-hit village in Rajasthan. The same will be the case in Gujarat, the
same will be the case in Andhra Prdesh, if it continues like this. This will
happen. That being the case, we should evolve a solution. You have laid
down certain guidelines with regard to the National Calamity Relief Fund.
This is not made by the BJP Government or the Congress Government. Even
if Communists come to power tomorrow, they will have to follow this. You
must evolve a system where whenever such a situation arises in any part of
the country, the Centre and the State together should take the responsibility.
There is no politics involved in this. Somebody was trying to misinterpret
what Patwaji has said. Patwaji has said that basically this work has to be
executed by the State Governments. Even if the Centre gives Rs.1000 crores
as required by Rajasthan or Rs.700-odd crores as required by Gujarat, the
Centre cannot go-there and open fodder depots and also cannot distribute
drinking water by itself. It will be an encroachment into the responsibilities
and functions and rights and duties of the State Government. The Centre has
to supplement, has to augment, the efforts that are being made by the State
Government. Some people forget the responsibility. They are saying e &1
TEd 8 AT 2, S2i $9 fea 7 |

I am not one to agree with them because 1 am not willing to blame
either the Centre or the State. It is nature's fury. It is a natural calamity. We
are in the beginning of the calamity, Sir. [ would like to caution, we are yet to
pass May-June. A very difficult situation is ahead of us, particularly, with
regard to drinking water, particularly with regard to fodder, because when
there are no rains, there is'no question of fodder being available anywhere.
You have to take it from other States. You have to transport it. There is

- news in the newspaper today saying that Rajasthan has opened fodder depots.
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But people are not in a position to purchase it because they do not have
money. It is a practical problem. The same may be the case in Gujarat also.
So, you have to supply fodder either free of cost or at a subsidized rate. This
issue has to be kept in mind. As far as drinking water is concerned, whatever
may be the cost of it, the Centre and the State should bear it and supply water.

The hon. Member, Shri Brahmakumar Bhatt has made a suggestion. |
went to Rajkot some fifteen, twenty days back. There is a drinking water
problem. The drinking water is supplied only for few hours or it might have
come down also. But if we are trying to find fault with somebody and then
trying to make a political allegation against a political party or a Governim.ent,
that will not solve the problem.

As far as the issues of politics are concerned, we have wider
oppportunities to discuss them and debate them. Sir, what is the situation
today? Today, I was there in the briefing. I want to share my experience with
my friends here. The media men were asking as to what this drought is. Is it
serious? 1 said: "It is serious." They said that seriousness is not reflected in
the Lok Sabha. Out of 543 people, there were hardly fifty Members. Today
also, I find the same situation in our House. It is a reflection. So, that being
the case, we should take it seriously, in a proper perspective and then do
proper introspection and come with a realistic solution and also realistic
demand. I was raising this issue about States' demand. Whose money is this?
After all, this is people's money only.

Coming back to the main issue, my suggestion is that the States should
give a realistic assessment of their requirement. The Centre and the States
together, if necessary, can discuss this in the Chief Ministers conference or
the National Development Council and formulate a new policy. We find that
there is no money in the National Calamity Relief Fund. Andhra has seen
some problem. Orissa also have seen some problem. There is a demand to
declare it a national calamity. Similar demands will come from other States
also if the situation continues fike this. That being the case, there has to be a
proper approach and consensus among all political parties with regard to
distribution of these funds and mobilisation of resources. We may have to
think in terms of mobilising additional resources for this purpose. Otherwise,
what is the way out? You have Rs. 1,24,000 crores debt service, you have
problems in the Oil Pool Account, you have problems in other accounts. But,
at the same time, you cannot allow the people to die, you cannot allow the
people to suffer without drinking water, you cannot allow cattle to"die and
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the cattle wealth to deplete like this which have already depleted because of
various reasons. You cannot allow them to get further depleted. That being
the case, some constructive and meaningful suggestions will emerge from
today's all-party meeting. | only appeal to all political parties to take a
constructive approach on this and then come to a conclusion with regard to
pooling of resources and also with regard to distribution of resources. [ was
really pained when I found our friend, Balkavi Bairagiji also, sitting in front
of the Parliament today. Sir, somehow, I am not that much matured and
senior to understand all these things. We have a forum here, Parliament. We
are here to discuss the issue. It has become a practice with the political
parties to stage dharnas in front of Parliament. Tomorrow, my party will do
it, day after tomorrow, somebody else will do it. Are we in a position to
convey a proper message to the general public through the Parliament? We
have a forum here to discuss. You are kind enough to allow. The rule says
that only one Member from one party. But today, the Chairman was kind
enough to allow a number of Members because people from Kutch district,
people from Banaskanta, the local people, will ask them as to what they have
done. They have not even raised the issue. So, that being the case, let us
utilise this forum to discuss this issue and then come to seme conclusion and
have a constructive and meaningful solution to this problem rather than
making politics out of the present situation. 1 do not want to take further time
of the House. My priority is to give water, my priority is to make available
fodder to the cattle, my priority is providing work to the people. "Food for
Work Programme” is a good programme. Fortunately, we have enough
foodgrains, sufficient not only for this year but also for the next year. That
being the case, the Central Government should have a liberal attitude with
regard to the supply of foadgrains to the affected areas and these foodgrains
should be distributed to those people. Earlier, they used to engage themselves
in agricultural activities. Now, there is no activity left because there is no
water. So, there is no question of cultivation or anything like that. That
being the case, these things have to be provided to them. These minimum
things will go a long way in mitigating their sufferings. In addition to this, the
State Governments should mobilise resources to meet the situation. Thank
you.

PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, Rajasthan and
Gujarat, as also parts of Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, are severely affected by drought. The people of

278



{25 April, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

Rajasthan and Guijarat are starving for days together. They go miles together
to fetch one pot of drinking water. Their cattle, camels and other livestock
are diminishing day by day because of lack of water and they are dying before
their masters' eyes. Our own brethren in these States are suffering due to
unprecedented drought in that area. It is reported in the Press that for the last
ten days, 26 of the 32 districts of Rajasthan are in the grip of a severe famine.
Peopiz are migrating and there is no drinking water in large parts of the State.
The fair price shops have only kerosene and sugar and there are no
foodgrains. Gujarat is facing severe drought conditions for the last hundred
years. More than 143 dams and reservoirs in Saurashtra, Kutch and North
Gujarat have already dried up. Others have water for a fortnight only. 1 am
of the firm conviction that we have to take long-term measures to solve the
drought and famine problem. \

We have faced drought and famine situations on SO many previous
occasions. But it is a question of timely planning. We must have a long
drawn plan to avoid repetition of such kind of things in future. The Central
Government and the State Governments should make every possible effort to
save the lives of the people and get over the difficulties. So, we have to help
them in this hour of crisis. Relief work has to be extended to these areas as
quickly as possible. The Central Government has to protect the interest of
the people and extend a helping hand i¢ them. Our hon. Prime Minister
appealed to the people of the country to contribute their lot for this cause.
We all jomn with him and | am confident that our Prime Minister and this
Government will get over the situation.

In this connection. 1 wish to urge upon the Government to have a
long-term plan to face any such calamity in future. Every year we face
drought either in the Southern, Northern, Western, or, Eastern parts of the
country. Failure of the monsoon and delayed rains are the factors which cause
this calamity. Last year, we faced the worst experience of a super-cyclone in
Orissa. The coastal areas -of Orissa are very much affected by cyclone. But
the report says that this year that part is affected by drought. Those parts
have turned into drought-prone areas. Due to the cyclone, all the trees have
been uprooted and that area is now lodking like a desert. Due to this, the
rainfall which was due this year has not occured. The failure of the monsoon
is due to the havoc created by the human society. There is widespread
deforestation and the use of all kinds of machines has polluted our
environment. These are the reasons for the failure of the monsoon.
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So, we have to take all these things into account and plan accordingly -
to avoid such calamities in future. Our national plans with regard to this
should be implemented. We have to plan schemes and we have to implement
them without any fear or favour. We have to harness the rain water during
the monsoon and save it by constructing proper dams and check-dams and by
storing in big tanks and ponds. We have to link all the rivers of India. We
are told that in Rajasthan people have to walk miles together to get a pot of
water. If we link all the rivers, we can divert the water to where we want. In
some areas we are facing drought and, at the same time, in some areas we are
facing flood. So, there has to be some kind of a plan for future. In this
coniext, | wish to bring to the notice of the Government that when Mr. K.L.
Rao was the Minister of Irrigation, he advocated a policy of linking all the
rivers under the caption "River Garlanding Scheme". This had not been
examined properly and I think it had been dropped. I request the hon. Prime
Minister and this Government to explore that possibility and try to bring out a
full-fledged scheme to avoid this kind of calamities in future. With these
words, | conclude and thank you. '

SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA NAHATA (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, we are
all aware of the serious situation of drought in some parts of India and today
we are all showing our concerns -for the affected States. I am really happy,
and thankful to our hon. Prime Minister, that he is showing some concern for
the States, including Andhra Pradesh. The Government of India has arranged
the machinery to prevent such situations. But nothing worked and it had all
failed. Every year we are facing either drought or flood. There is no
permanent remedy to safefugard the victims when such a situation arises.
The People of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh are fighting for
a drop of water to drink to live. In Rajasthan farmers are putting the tilak to
the cattle and saying "al-vida" because they know very well that they will not
be able to look after them and save them when they are not able to save
themselves. It is a very sad situation that we are facing. [ appeal to
everybody and the Government to come forward and help the affected people.
The Government is not providing water to the people and fodder to the cattle.
The relief operations are inadequate and inefficient. In this context, | would
like to draw the attention of the Government to Andhra Pradesh-I belong to
Andhra Pradesh--where we are facing the serious problem of drought. In
Andhra Pradesh 688 mandals in 18 districts like Telengana, Rayalaseema,
Mahaboobnagar, Warangal, Medak, Ranga Reddy, Ananthapur, Chittore and
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Cuddapah are affected adversely due to rain deficiency. The crops have been
damaged due to a long dry-spell. There is hardly any yield, particularly, in
Mahabubnagar. And if you look at the Telangana area, you will find that
almost 90% of the crop has been damaged. This is a very serious problem, so
far as Andhra Pradesh is concerned. The farmers are committing suicide and
there is no water to drink. Last year, the Government set up a committee
which has failed to tide over this natural calamity and hardly helped the State
during this hour of crisis. The committee did not even make any effort to
tackle the present situation. Sir, with your permission, I want to mention- and
you must be knowing it - how, last year, our Chief-Minister Shri Chandrababu
Naidu, had helped the super-cyclone victims in Orissa. The whole world was
appreciative of his gesture and of the steps which he took when Orissa was
caught under the grip of a super-cyclone. Sir, today, in Andhra Pradesh, we
are also facing the same $ituation. The State of Andhra Pradesh has been
severely affected by this drought. We have made so many appeals to the
Central Government. The State Government of Andhra Pradesh is trying its
best to provide relief. The Chief Minister has taken so many steps after
visiting the drought-affected areas, such as rescheduling of the crop loans,
sanctioning of fresh loans, etc. The crops have been damaged and the farmers
are committing suicide. On top of it, I have got information that the
nationalised banks are pressurising the farmers to pay back the loans, despite
knowing the condition of the farmers. Sir, I would say, this kind of
harassment should be stopped immediately so that the farmers could be saved
from this kind of harassment. One more thing I would like to tell you is, the
agricultural situation in Andhra Pradesh is very bad. This sector has been
badly hit by drought. But still Sir, the women, if you look at Rajasthan, go
with their pots in the moming and come back to their houses only in the
evening. Because that place is very far from their houses. # & vawm=d
AT WEN § | WA S IR F & B @ areh ™ F FR die @R
ot o T | o AifeE 9l o T @ 99 9l | d At ¥R @ s

& 38 M A qo e B TR FA-FW@ A9 A N TH R forar |
This is the kind of situation which is prevailing there. This is not an
exaggeration. It is the real situation. We are facing it. In view of this, I
request the Central Government and the State Government to join together
and take immediate action in this regard. When something happens, we think
about it. When floods take place, we think about that. When drought takes
place, we think about that. We do not foresee and take a long-term view. I
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only request that preventive action must be taken so that the lives of the poor
and the downtrodden, who are suffering for want of water, and the cattle
which is suffering for want of fodder, could be saved. I request this
Government to react to the situation. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity.

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, the situation is very bad all over the country due to drought conditions.
In Gujarat 17 districts and 153 Talukas have been affected. In Madhya
Pradesh 7 districts are affected. In Rajasthan 26 districts are affected. Some
districts have been affected in Andhra Pradesh. In Orissa also many districts
have been affected. The situation in Orissa is very serious because the
people of Orissa first witnessed cyclone and then floods and now they are
facing drought conditions with heat wave also. Sir, you might have read in
the newspapers day before yesterday that in Kitlagarh area of KBK districts,
the temperature was 47 degree Celsius. In the coastal area of Bhubaneswar
it was 42 degrees Celsius. We apprehend that the temperature may gec up
beyond 50 degrees Celsius in future. In the last cyclone in Orissa, 12
districts and around 125 blocks were affected, 10,000 people died, 25 lakhs
of houses were damaged and 35 lakhs of cattle were killed. Now the rest of
the 18 districts which are in the western part of Orissa like Koraput,
Malkangiri, Sambalpur, Sundargarh, Kalahandi, Rayagada, Joypore,
Bolangir, Deogarh, Dhenkanal, Phulbani, Ganjam, Gajapati, Jharsuguda, etc.
are the worst affected districts. The heat wave is also going up day by day.
In this situation, as I have said, the Central Government has given some funds
to the KBK districts. The State Government has also done some work. But it
seems that it is of no use because even drinking water is not available in these
districts. The State Government has levelled an allegation that the Central
Government has not given funds. The Central Government is saying that they
have given enough funds for making available drinking water and for
constructing roads, etc. The situation in Orissa is very precarious. The State
Government is saying that they don't have any funds. Sir, as I mentioned
earlier, the people of Orissa have not still recovered from the shocks of
cyclone and floods.

Now they are facing the drought conditions. Now the main piuolem is
of drinking water. As I said earlier, after the cyclone in Orissa, 10,000 people
died. Till today only 2000 families have got ex-gratia amount. The rest of
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the 8,000 families have not got any help. The hon. Minister clearly stated in
this House that 2, 50,000 houses would be given under the Indira Awas
Yojana. But only 15,000 houses have been given. Those houses also could
not be distributed. | am sure that not a single house would be constructed
before the monsoon. Even the roads which had been damaged have not been
reconstructed till date. [ don't blame this Government or that Government.
One Government goes and another Government comes. This is a continuous
process. The other day some people said, "Your Government couid not do
it.” I do agree. Our Government could not do it. That is why the people
have rejected them. The people of Orissa.are in a miserabie condition.

As my friends have said, we may see a famine-like situation in Orissa.
Millions of peaple may die in future. Sir, there is no.drinking water. There
are no houses. You can imagine what would happen after one month or so
when the monsoon starts. Again there will be rain. Nearly 25 lakh families
will have to stay under the open sky. The whole crop has been damaged in
the State. A part of the orop was damaged by the cyclone and floods and the
rest of the crop is damaged by the drought conditions. This is the situation in
Orissa. 1 don't blame anybedy. But the situation #n Orissa is very, very
precarious. 1 agree with my brother, Mr. Naidu, and ethers, who have also
given the suggestion that the Central Government and the respective State
Govermnments should sit together and review the situation; if required, the hon.
Prime Minister should also call a meeting with the Governments of the States
wiere the drought situation, the flood situation and the cyclone siutation is
very serious. This should be discussed immediately. Otherwise, we must
have a joint parliamentary committee to visit these States, see the situation
and suggest what can be done. Sir, we know the situation prevailing in
Orissa. In many places, there is no drinking water. Thousands of villages
have gone without water. The same is the case in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat. Knowing well that there is no drinking
water, is it not the duty of the State Governnfents or the Central Government
to find out a way to solve this problem in future? We must be careful and see
to it that there is no shortage of drinking water the next year. But we do not
foresee things. There is no scheme whatsoever. We do not have any plan.
Even if we have a plan, the bureaucrats never implement it. Take the case of
the reliefs being supplied by various people. We are very much obliged to
the hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh -- Mrs, Jayaprada Nahata and the
other hon. Members also mentioned it - for helping us in this time of crisis.
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Apart from various State Governments, the NGOs and other organisations are
also providing relief materials to the State. We are very much obliged to
them. Even the Prime Minister visited the State. Our leader, Smt. Sonia
Gandbhi, visited the State. And, as per the instruction of Soniaji, the Chief
Minister of Goa has adopted certain districts, and the work is also going on.
We are obliged to him. But the fact remains that in spite of all this help, the
relief materials which have been supplied to the State have not been unloaded
till today. One hundred and forty seven wagons with relief materials are yet
to be transported. The monies which have been given by various State
Governments could not be utilised till today. The assistance being provided
by NGOs and various other organisations have not been utilised. For this, we
have to gear up the machinery and the administration, and we have to make
them work. It is only then that the relief materials can reach the people of the
drought-prone and the cyclone-affected areas. Another thing which I want to
mention here is that around 10 lakhs of people of Orissa are working
elsehwere. And, the people there are not getting fodder alse. Thirty to forty
lakhs of people have left their villages, and they are going in search of work
elsewhere. So, this is thé situation. It is only when the work under the
various schemes like the Indira Awas Yojana really get started in these
States, can the people get some relief. 1 urge upon the Government to reivew
the situation, and also to appoint a joint parliamentary committee which can
visit the affected places, review the situation and recommend necessary
remedies to face the situation. Thank you, Sir.

3. wrfl welt i TR (SR W) : eerof SuwHAegs S, s
39 Aeayqet By ) diem &1 sEw] ueE e wdwem o o § simaet
BT ¥ TR & B Aed § | SuaHeay wgigy, wioad 99 a§t g A
AW FIRUAIMT @R g T IR TR AW FF IR e A G S
FRUT FHTA B AgEE Ry I 8 IR | Wi wew % a9,
TER-H & A | Ry W 8 g @ g g9 o @ 6 WR A o
AW wWeR B N A & R T & Faa Gie & | o F qE w=R
el TEea S A SErTE % e RAie 16-11-99 &t wga gex [Rafdy
e AN EFRTAFP R e R sTa a2 1w
Tg AN UEe U WY § g Wl Y gumeest & wee SufRym @) w
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& s wfgg | ¥ g8 W) 9gd e wedn € | 5 afid B wee H Uh
AR & & SaqR § @ Aifén g3 | Sudreas weied, 99 WiféT @ awaern
TR e wfera fpeir agddt 3 &t ol o9 Mfen A wdwwfa § v wwE
ulRa gan & &7 R.F @ woree A Gud gl a9 ok &w g'i At
WER & Reoe e BN, 39 WReR o g9 kg 7 | g9 g e A
e, w9 R A 3 9 | 7 78 ol 78 @ ? R fga e B,
PR ity i Tht @ 99 AW F Fdesiy /97 g} g 5 ARy o
& St q@ € 9 faU & Wi &1 agaven ¥, W w8 € 99 g
T @ FrERen w1 IR ugs & fAT BH uR @ @aen e dfda GR @
ey & R 98 A 7, f & orlt F g fFar 9d B 0, W @ o
Rl FXR B g e T8 A 1 AT aoEfa B A e & fag
T AR TF A E FAE I8 TR o) Swe! aTell W # ST ?
aftra fFaR aqdd 9R ¥ ER TR H SEE BT SO, AR Bet
SIQAT| Yg AR FE Al R 27 | @ A fhw g A wEd € R W
Hogae A {get @ worify @ 1 9 & afey ) e @ A
AT G HAEA B Aorifae 1 R 8, RN s, wm, et @
T & forg o @ snerg Rrn ), Riel 3w 39 ¥ siex amy ik W=kt &)
A TS T & foy arate § i R @ af o e ' A @t
g <1 Tred 2 1. (FIUF) 9 991 $$d1 811 € R 9 @ g F o
GRS &1 gct ARY |.. (AY)... T 21 Hedl &1l & R T B G &
forg == &1 sa1 wfde | ... (aw@um) . ..

Wﬂ(ﬁwm):mmcﬂ,mmﬁwwﬂml
31, w@rht At Sft werrst - 4 9 99 @ € | 99 91 $oar gar §
gz § 3ufory & 3@ g P § IR A A € | ¥ Rege 9= 91 &' @
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g | Sy A, ¥ oY 39 R ARl & AR F B | R T Rgwm
Pt AT & T B o & A A, dfe o9 W 9 § e 9w ) E, T
PER G- € A AN | AR g8 AR X NS B A 8, I BT AN
B, [T T AT & | TSR F T T &, TORM F T T &, A
3} g 7EH TR g WA 9 waae RIRY ' a) @ off @) e e 102
FRIS BuAT AR fHu1 | a7 9gd gulva @ 919 & | WGy, SR Wow & [
3 A T 9 ARIY AT B 6 IR YW @) gaven $y P RO § | 39
%maﬁmgq5354wﬁwﬁ%ammﬁwamgﬁmﬂtﬁ
&R Y |

gy @ o1 ot Suery TE HR1 9P | 7 9N B O 3 29 By ST
B Syerey & B g, w1 a7 I A wg 7 & ? (gaue)

0. wwaen gl (S wRy) - S=h we ¢ B Fw ow e
FHE W ARM™ FE e | SR W Sft @ gENr gwe g usl
g1..(aau=)

1. wrll wieht St weRSr o Suwhrgs o, #§ smuet wveror =mEar €
...(=HauT)

Srwares (A o =) e v o g, /T oamd sRY

..{HaYT)

31, sardt el oft weRer - A g AEe A Aagm B A2 | (araem)

Suwareg (ot e g ): SusT wHE 8 @1 2 | vy W e aw
T HRY .

21, wrlt wieht oft wErRw 4 S w 9w @ g ). (=mauE)

sft . WWIAE WA (FHACD) : FTH AT WF ¥ |

31, W@t well off wers - A 3uR 10 9 & A sy Iow W &
HrEEre § UEe IR Ao b fT @S gon § | 99 98t Mo d or a
we 98 89 feur | 3@ 99 goar & Ea ¥ g 9 @ @ giew H9 A ?
IR AP AT F IS ¥ | 71 I3 & A e THW TG IE & e
)., (=rEam) # ORI ok R @ AT #) e & | 98 W dwer St
HHe & U o1 Goe B, TR & Adhe € R I & Hhe 8 | A BN B
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HPHe AR & AR QU A dF @ @ A [or F AR v § gw daew w9
W@ R | TH TR BT BT P g9 qR AL o 39 ad = e @ |
53-54 af ggal &9 AW 8 T | a9l ad srEEr # I @ wrd ad ekft ¥
T & Tt et 2 ol ol @ & A AR & 9R1 9en I # e o
2 1o @ o Ry & 13w @t &t Port @R forar SR 3wd @g Amen
AT, AT IHTEH 8 T | oRTd SR aerer &) Rufe are & @ e
NN M gut IR A, TS B A | AP ] Agelt ® o 7 A mawaFa
2 lae Rg € o A O &, ol & FR9 g9 @S W &, T @ F IR I
dre €, gsll B arT TE B vEr 2, oo S9e U grhl 9 uEs,
FHIA I7% U ART HH Ug=, Tohlel Trard &8 088 | SR HY 3G 8
T € A 395 919 g9 B Ugd | I R e o sravgedr 2 1 gEd
grd o far Y o1 & a8 gg & 5 53-54 ad A ¥9 zHH FY wnd g AL
e aig | FY THST g & Fieern, 39 99 ? g Fraem? gan €
IRt fraer ot T ek o AR & wrmw | Wy A woen 9ar © |
R, 1 T 9f ggd W # IRRE R, iR @ IR wramEre @
frar | 7 @d 91 TR A 99 T FS 7R A A Frdpren 1 g
fsm, AR fem AfFa I «R 3a01 Y 9 ™ T F FIR W uiE
ay # g gR A ArEEa A @) fera R ) Wl g9 g | 1978 S
WER g8l W off, IW WHR 3 98 g fHm an 5 o g 10 o d &=
fegear & g ST @ 9N oraw g 39 B a9a od € | o 22 o &
T AT R A T A U R S v Raw A v & 1 F onw #
9= #1 g 99T 3R 7 orem 7 99 @7 ol Suesw @ 1 39 Ry wR
fftad w9 @ WHR B Gagde g 'Rl | ) g% a2 war
daeqeial € B | R oar @ P WRAR & =R gEIYat @ | g9 o TE
W S PV BE Ve &, g3 9 © 6 ge awvg A5 o g | gafag fifen @
Tt 78 & 9= AifET & wRum @ gR? g9 T & & 6 e R A @
2 - Ip8 g2 °Ed, 99 R & a8 W, 9% O use e 54 i § Il w®
R T | I0d, T% TEA SR Ta PR F w2 ad, el QA | grew ) 981
TAg W, SN AL I RF MBI | F9 IR IR
wEd § fF U WWER off | AP AIHR o | y' @ qET X A Y D
T A HY PB P e ARG T ) I8 A R A B a8 A1l
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M TAR R A @ g f TR RO W R/ ? 9 g9 Ae AP
e @ | 3y g e @ g9 = ) ar |
Suwarend (off e wed) ) : 39 I 9w BRY |

1. @it Tl off wERTe - Syguene off, § yer gg8 9 ydig o)
F U weal M AW <ar § | . (=|ur)

sft volle IEd (ST 929) : SuaWRas off, 3a TRIR R W 989 8
@ 2 | g% " R 1w & dftu fdae & Ry 99 91, 3% e R w®
IRy A R E, fio-dfaF g M e @ 2 1 3 10 9 F vl qR i ®
2, el St &l B ¥ad & Al i TR wes & aaw € 9t 980 98 A
R I Ngep R vy fas s fmmiaTTR & ?
T W AY A A G W aife Raps T=RaT § 39 ® 89 goil 2 |

SHRI N.R. DASARI (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, | rise to
support the appeal made by the hon. Prime Minister for making contributions
to the National Calamity Relief Fund. Sir, it is really a national calamity
because of the situation that we are facing today. But, we cannot look at the
present situation in isolation from what happened last year in Orissa. Sir, the
States of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa
need urgent help. Sir, 688 Mandals in Andhra Pradesh, that is almost 65 per
cent of the Mandals, are declared as drought-hit areas by the State
Government. Some parts of Rayalaseema and Telengana are facing this
drought for the third consecutive year. The water level has gone down. Most
of the wells and tanks are dried up. There is no water even at the level of 400
ft. in bore wells. Several lakhs of people are leaving villages for towns and
other places in search of work and food. Cattle is being sold away to
slaughterhouses at throwaway prices. In some districts vast sections of
peasants are victims of crop failure also. Agricultural expenses are increasing
due to hike in the prices of seeds, fertilisers and pesticides. Debt burden is
very heavy because many peasants have switched over to commercial crops

which need more investments. In this background, banks, cooperative
societies and private moneylenders are pestering the peasants to pay back
their dues. Cooperative banks took away their tractors and land and

auctioned them. Several peasants who could not bear this insult and injury to
their self-respect committed suicide. Mahabubnagar district alone witnessed
16 suicides in a period of one month. Sir, 1 would like to quote a painful
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news item from a reputed daily of Delhi, The Hindustan Times. It says,
“Already 16 farmers (official figures) committed suicide in this perennially
drought-prone district. Their wives are made to work in the houses of
moneylenders and landlords to clear the debt, if not, for sexual gratification'
says a senior district official”. So, Sir, this is the situation. A CPI delegation
led by State Secretary Shri Sudhakar Reddy along with some journalists
visited these villages on 15th April. - These families should be given some
ex-gratia relief.  Rural indebtedness should be abolished through an Act.
Urgent relief should be given to drought-hit areas. Drinking water problem
has become very acute in many parts of the drought-affected districts,
including some of the coastal districts. The Central Government should
come forward to the rescue of this drought-affected State of Andhra Pradesh
along with other States like Gujarat, Rajasthan and Orissa. Of course, there is
a difference of gravity in the situation. But, yet Andhra Pradesh, as has been
demanded by the State Government, needs at least Rs.250 crores as
immediate help. In this context, 1 would like to remind the Central
Government that it was Andhra Pradesh which initiated and. rushed massive
aid to Orissa when it was hit by an unprecedented super-cyclone last year. I
hope the Prime Minister would give positive consideration to the plight of
Andhra Pradesh. Thank you.

SHRI R.P. GOENKA (Rajasthan): Sir, I thank you for this opportunity
to speak. Sir, I had decided to concentrate my speech on Rajasthan. But,
somehow, Mr. Ramdas Agarwal's strong speech has incited me to react a little
bit. ,

Sir, he is blaming the Chief Minister of Rajasthan that he did not
take up the cause of drought or famine when he, in the middle of November,
was in Delhi. '

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: Sir, the hon. Member is not here to defend
himself .... (Interruptions)....

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: So what? ..(Interruptions)... It is his
maiden speech ..... (Interruptions)....

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): It is his problem. It is not
the problem of Mr. goenka...(Interruptions).. a8 ATNOT ST oA Y d ITdH
A 21 . (Faens)
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~ SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: 1t is his problem .. (Interruptions)...
I8 8 ¢ O 1 g TN 87 . (Hau)

SHRI R.P.GOENKA: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I still remember what
Ramdasji has mentioned about the Chief Minister. Whatever he has said is
reflected in the record. He also said that his Government did not do anything
for four to five months and when they sent its team, the team recommended
for an assistance of about Rs. 1,300 crores and they got only Rs. 103 crores or
less than 10 per cent of what the State needed. | agree with some of the
previous speakers who pointed out whether those Rs. 103 crores have been
disbursed. We do not know. In this situation, how one is entitled to talk about
like this, I do not know. I would like to submit before you some facts which
vou very kindly and briefly outlined in your speech earlier. Sir, out of 32
districts in Rajasthan, we have drought in 26 disiricts; 23,000 villages are
affected; 2.5 crores of population is affected due to drought; and 3.5 crores of
cattle are affected. The total relief estimated is Rs. 1,300 crores. The Centre
has promised to release Rs. 103 crores. They could have promised a little
more than what they have promised. What I would like to suggest or what our
Chief Minister had said is, "If you cannot proivide funds, give us foodgrains.”
one of the earlier speakers, I do not remember his name, who was speaking in
the distribute foodgrains to the affected areas. it was estimated that 12
crore-manhour relief work is required. 1 accept that it is not possible for the
Centre to accept the demand of the Governments of rajasthan, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. It is not possiblc;. so, give us food; we
will work. Sir, can you imagine the reality in Rajasthan in the last week end?
Sir, a hundred tankers are making trips to different villages where there is not
water. A hundred tankers are carrying water. On an average, one tanker looks
after five villages. We have 23,000 villages. Out of them, half of the villages
are facing water scarcity.

_Sir, you are a very generous person. But, on time factor-1 was
watching-you are very strict. So, [ would like to end my speech by saying
only one thing that either it is funds, or it is food, for heaven's sake, please
give us in time. Time is the essence. Do not sit on files. | am not criticising
anybody - neither officers, nor the Minister. But whatever you wish to do,
please do it in time.

sft mieht e (SR W) ¢ gag AEIET | wREY, § ORI, IO,
TSI, IS AT W F I’ &F Bl fF W 1 MR Hawe g, 39 dae
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o A § st SR A @ e T A AR A 7wl F A F AR e
yHe Rl & | WelRy, WHR ' FEaee] Jel ¥ R faesh a9 enh
oifRy, & A e PP TR ¢ | Gu-S-A FE & gerntE st @
H wawn GOE BN S PR 8 B E D BRI RAl A8 8 W W@ ¥ AR
R &t &M qoar & ft w1, 9T B FE F Ee { yeEhie sRon |
Fogd 9% & ffw o @ 2 | wru-@-art 0 @1 arft ft 7 e moer @
e & fog o 4 s yeste gt € R & wror 9, o,
IR - U9 & qare) 8 @) 2 | "EEy, | 39 Wefos e § 39 989 &
qred |/ oA | |l @ onfid e ared § 6 g @1 aorifas w@rit @
FR IoIX g8l & gWfad A F Ry GEIN R g WPl Imuar &
STHY AT AT AT | g=garg |

Sywmea (s e =) - o ok o o PuiRe @
THTE B T &, Wy AR weea @ fdw on s ae v 9ga € iR R
2, 3ufoe 39 fivg W @9t & fay F5 R vt A1 AW F AR WEm
foan wq | AT 1 Wl § R ¥ & gE agm awpen dféra A d)
A FAY SqTEN &9 |

s} =T AqvieN 7 (ON) ;- Iuwwems o, ¥ wfira 9 € aegn |
AT ApAT TG N A A 9 ), § 99 & gudT e g 1 A §9 O,
|9 et a1 fre 3 = e, g8 deax Al ) @ T8t wR E, Afd v A
3R particulary in Gujarat and Kutch, ¥R, ﬁmﬁiaﬂ'\'aﬂaﬂqﬁ%ﬁ
o wAa) & 6 Rra &1 sigrar 48 s S wear | Sudwead Sft, 9gd 9
firdl 7 aga @ ad o | § 39 @9 @l ¥ 9 90 AGwa | § goe 99
e, wigt aIRE &9 it &, 99 ddu § v Fara s arEar € | A i,
I9E saeie TRar § onar ? ofR 39 Wew A ot go difelt gt 2, 99 Ry
PR B 9ga SToxd & | R &H Fg diferdl Reg 8 & @ OR 7 7 97
77 # 73 fEm on f% 10 W F orht ogErd), afeT | 86 #§ gy ST
F4IE ¥ Agd o @R Iofe nieht frem vl w6 arg o aRfRfy o
= |

S ORI ¥, 9 Je H, o[ ¥ 78 9 F urh ) v i g R
T W OY qP FURT [ TEN I, q9 GF PO €] &0 | AW &t 9 96
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oo & f5 A Fo it aw uRfRIfa g€ &, SO A-diw aorg & | us aoE
@ & gRrew & e W oferen E an i S W awt Wil wnt A,
IHH §ga Tafodl @ | & g8 TP 91a g8t gy qar e € 1 e,
1999  &id | ® UH |ard geT war off -

Whether the Union Government have identified the
drought-prone areas in Gujarat?

Sy faar T

As intimated by the Ministry of Rural Development, 52 blocks
covering an area of 43,933 square kilometres and 10 districts of
Gujarat

gfig amy, s & wrar g, g o & w0 o o Rfgee ¢ o,
a8 gieda R # ¥ - sEweETR, Fwel, WY, 9§l 9ga U 8, AER,
I o 7@ &, Sud wATR T &, owd g ad 8, oo 99 8,
Fgar @ & ek gy Mot W A # St &, g A, a' we
TaHT A T T &, A I @ ¥ ofR & aw i ¥ W € 3 waw
B A & fFa 38 R &t sngfRrwE faar on ok &Y sy Wolee e
€, ¥ dioree g o &, fFfET aex & S Ao €, S giews ok & gul @
FB o T8 VT | $/ & qgard) gt ? g diforel a9t Rewa € |

708 g@, I RfEEe dH A F qa fey 1w @7 el w o
wEa & fag - ToR A oree, dewEn R §Ra ) ot F R w2
weR & vt url & B 0 Ad 2, Afe e T, R A, R
a8t | Suewens o, § g 9@ sWfog B @ § 99 difedl o 9@ g
aff, eRihew @ Rum ww o e ad srem aw 9@ g8 sy gee
arelt 7 &1 e R 7 g & 5 9 oo A, wiargdl | sa @
£, e &1, JFEar o JFe 8 ¥ | fafag ? et & fag @ T
@ & - aRe fF @1 g R ol € o oruw F a9 @ €, wORT-ueRh
I TR RE  WITERWIFTIT AN RR/IR @ s H e 5
@ & duE XA B o A B T & | IF €U oA, U 6w S,
7E A & T & | S W AR 'R e drl @ doaw o wifew,
IR EW g T8 4 A 39 IRFRURY § P gur o aren wf & |
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# v gora @ 3 A § 5 w0 IR WRrg qRT &, s & AR
w &, mmmm | »w ¥ frea 50 WA ¥ a8 3297 Ipe &
s WRTE T TS § 3241 s &) S we et ¥ woet vu
T, $e AR A I 78w @ ¢ W) w1 Aaew T & | R T

F1 Aded 9% & 3R St vgared Rud & Ahed 7 A fF 95 percent of
the villages of this country are provided with drinking water.'

w5t oft, & oY aet & g7 Yo wEW W § & o gwmd '@l whe
for dred 39 avE ¥ N prE o7 @ € | T8 TR A 9 F orht & oy
T RE TR G M o TH ¢ | Feo F ol W R ) qae F o
T IIM TN RN I A o RAF T Ran i ad R & |
I ol o f5 &Y wpa d wr o | wEer § & goRe F M R
ff&aca o1 9 w71, 37 el wpa F ot 98 & | F et & Swr sIem
7d e Tt | ¥ wEar § 5 g e Rfaea & | 9w faew Sk 8
THaEATeAe A2 |

AEIGY, gl 91d 97 & 5 ow odl B 9, =% Rurdde d e
2 | ot g RS an T, w5 TamEraReie vy @9 F |- sren g
g e @ e Rudie fg J I | 99 99 UF A9 doaw
YR svd g Frered), ot &9 THS WIEF 8 Wb | ol 9 @
dic AMorte | 99 O@ &9 diey Foric e 6, a9 9@ ' T T8 uge
|/ |

arq & oifopt 9 e Ed € | TR sEEs Ag get et € | T @it
TAIER g s I Wesn i v m e daaE e |
FRAMNIAE, ERERRIF e, edemdwafi g lede v Al
T A T ¢ EETd ¥ | 3w o RRffeem w1 %W 2, a8 W a5 8 s
TMEY | AT 77 Wed B WIR H Ry 5 aw sfeafal &
RéRfre & frg oM ¢ ¢ | a9 e § a1 @ o @ ek W R
drrg, ¥R e} oR ok R T 4 @R & orlt f e g @) et |
I TF qww ¢ | A giex AAenie, et AR wHER &1 urht W s A S
TS €, 99 oM FEifaa BT | e I/ R 1 gEam & F
TgANE R Py SAAH 8T @ V&1 § | ORI A g 98a T T IR

293



RAJYA SABHA [25 April, 2000]
@ & AT 97 A g7 A & | 9F uw 0 oW € | ¥ gE sE g
- g f dgd Tohie ToR WRaeR B AR W | gwaig |
“sft & .09, W : gI-9ga YHAT 1A WeW wEe | A oy tw | 5w
Yar A e R & fw A T g ol g@ ft gRo-wre, gEeaeh
TRA-ET AW Jew F fH @R @ ToRE AR Toem @ w9 a8 ¢ | seR
9gd N IR TR A FE P oA WRE F a9 A @ 3 gew 9,
FETETE I TOE W GIPH B W AOGR 8 MY ¥, ATE R W ¥ |
WRATH Y Fel W 8 @ € 3R a1 quad & Rer 8 @ & | IR mw
AR ot aorE & Rawa & e R A v &€ | ™ geo-e1a a8t
drgdd |
wEIgY, § R ¥E SVl B wEdl § & oiw wew & aede 18
I geaaret ¥ R € R 18 swen ¥ o 668 N dHew € w2
HRO-BTS 98d WA & R IR 39 R B gavere A8 & 1€ @ o 39 3w
B X & fF 3R agg 4 A1 e § 78 |l g ARl 3 FE 6
el 3 R &1 @ Fol forn, P9 isde et & ot foar, & 99 w
2HTE o @ & f5 9 99 U1 agw @Y | e oje O Rarad A WReR aw
wedl ¥ f5 & Bl B OO R wEd & Afr gEh e e
. A 39 919 & 9O R @ & 5 I st aow o og | W QW
1 ¥ on @ & 5 3 5l & U AR S5 SR g4 T W8 & Rrad
HRY el B wE geay famwa § i 7€ #) Raad goEa v £
¥R 9T B @ A 981 2, 950 s &1 FH TH W 9™ IR §Ed § AT
e fFae fren Faeer & T T 8, ded AR F 9 A & @ S
Srare faar o @ i ReER ¥ 99 39 T9a  Feea ¥ faw, 9@ @ feed
% fg ue g A g ¢ @ Tl Ry ot ke Y @ 3 Q) i Y 2
PR o diferftr @ auie ¥ 39 ofd W ugg ¥ T e e
feaqifeaTT o8 Ao &, WROR PG Sve 8 gat & 3k 99F
& wftp d & Rew 95 39 GO BT I qHE TR AP |

s} SN AT (3T AR : wIRe 9ga S9eT 2

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version of the Debate.
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*f $.o9. @ : AT IR ey @ e, g A Hfag

I TXHR Y 750 FHR$ TIT ot A g GWHR 4 3 f| I8 qga
JrErE A I ¥ fF T Wi e § wew B gpad A Rk 756 30e $uY
Tov goit g o ¥ ok WY uo T & aoer af¥ @1 F o 9w wem are
g 5 @ T8 qRA Bl iy wew f #1 S B R T $HY AR ¥

¥ 1% olR 7 A anudt daooE fAe g Aol A ws wd W S
5 3 wor % & oy 3w | aman g ok A AT @ IegE £ W W@
IR TEE TR TR E wR I AaFs & g A A
T A AR R A g8 Wal W &1 7EgE TR A W 9 S aiRka
ah & 9 754 (Ww) Pifes Hex aifw Xt ¢ afes 9 9@ 39 e
# Ry 366 (Truw) fifema Hier afw g2 Fradh oo @ 39 e & 64
Hea ot € a8 39¢ Wt e €1 # s g7 ard g9 gredn § 6 s
WEFHR $ TEE 91, JTF PRIRRT §F 61 9@ 991, ITF ATHANGOS
i &1 399 991 @ FEg9 TR Rel F oicy F ¥ Q-9 areurK A a9
f% Fei-det faf el gd &1 TR ey 2, dgvEE J 60 frarder
R SsTeel &1 g @) a3 g @l 3 e § gl Rew A Q@
fra™ MW, IF JH F@ FRATl IRT TR, WOl Joon fawr < Ryarsh
Heer A € ggl Pl ¥ o g A A AU gw wew Gedl € % 39 uE
@R a1 W& ¢ 5 o pfc wrld €, o wicd Mad € S8 N ot arere
I T @ B (pEE B 6d) sefrg ¥ anud A ¥ WReR [ 48 P
=rEd § 6 38 e Ry & wor a8l - & o "orgR € @1 ATgie /1 W
gl q o 7T BN Ned A o S g o @ 2 A v sae $
- 3HP a9E ¥ g8l R T QRO T UqT &) W@ &1 W@ @ R 9w warer
2 o wgde T AR wad € 3 el W W WM F g aorR 8 v € ek
gl B oW I B @ & gl § 7 O o wE W@ €1 ¥ e
P FIPR J qaferar SN Aed § 5 a7 39 e wr doieh @ iR

[N ATEd, YT TR WER FEUEE & e} o 9 & ol Y ween
2 98 980 TS GA €1 S R § P gR o e ¥ U@ ", @Y ue F

*Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version of the Debate.
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forg ofik aE f YgeR 7 ant 21 eETEE wER B N f{BT arex B T
% 59 W WRIN B qaowE 3 H T B (F9g A 6d) § s w1 @
FA gY TE FEA1 UTET € 6 I¥ WRI wHen Ve g ¥ a9 31 a6 &
ReE 1o F WHR A Rfiw & Y w5 Y & 99 w o 1R A Sowa 2
R TEE 0 eVl oY s G @ SR m & fF Eoa wile @ v oW
Tl w1 Rer g, da =1 Rrer g, el A e 99 oiR se
T qE, E #iY g9 W o Rrer @i gafiw & anud A @ 39
w21 QSR 39 GYPR A 3H 4 B 79 et € fF o AR w9 Refw @
HH & oD I3 WY, Refw & Hex araa by o ok g R | $9
ol % forg ot Aol & AT A aorE @ W qR B Ry TR @ @
ammm*mmmmmmﬁmmm
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SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, the nation is reeling under severe drought. This is one of
the worst drought conditions it had ever experienced. The States of Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, some parts of Orissa, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and some parts of Karnataka which are adjacent to Andhra Pradesh
are all facing severe drought conditions. -

In Andhra Pradesh, the south-west monsoon has failed this year. The
rainfall during June to September, 1999 had been uneven, with long dry speli
during the critical stages of plahned growth. Then, 512 mandals out of 1,099
rural mandals received scanty and insufficient rainfall. The entire crops that
were raised have withered away. Our Chief Minister has taken special care to
visit the worst-affected areas and steps have been taken for rescheduling of
loans, sanctioning of special crop loans, etc., in the drought-affected mandals.
In the month of October, 1999, the total loss was estimated at Rs.2566.91
crores. Our Chief Minister wrote letters to the Central Relief Commissioner
and to the hon. Prime Minister for sanctioning Rs.720.36 crores as the
Central assistance, Relief Fund to combat the drought situation. But so far
only Rs.75 crores have been released.

Due to severe summer prevailing in Andhra Pradesh, covering about
688 mandals, that is, more than half of the area of the State is reeling under
severe drought, Telangana and Rayalaseema areas are the worst-affected.
Whatever little crops, the farmers have raised, have withered away; and the
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water resources dried up. The situation is very grave and near famine
conditions are prevailing in these areas. Lands have become parched. There is
no fodder for the cattle. Farmers are in distress. They are disposing of their
cattle. Many of the cattle are dying due to hunger.

As far as the drinking water is concerned, wells have dried up. The
ground water table has receded in some areas. People have to spend almost a
day in travelling and standing in the queues for getting little water from
nearby places where the wells are having some water. The situation is getting
aggravated day by day; and in many places riots have broken out. Since the
situation is assuming a life and death dimension, it is feared that ..(Time-bell)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Please
conclude.

SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO: Two minutes more, Sir. The
States like Gujarat and Rajasthan have made appeals to the non-governmental
organisations, private sector, etc., to support the endeavour of the States to
tackle the drought crisis. I am happy-that the Prime Minister has appealed to
the people to contribute liberally to tide over the crisis. Our Chief Minister is
seeking the help of all, to face the crisis. In this connection, it may be
recalled, the immediate assistance and relief measures offered by Shri
Chandra Babu Naidu to the people of Orissa, when they were severely hit by
cyclone last year, was appreciated by all the people in the country. But, now,
Andhra Pradesh itself has become a victim of natural calamity, reeling under
the grip of severe drought and yearning for assistance from all Comers.
Therefore, 1 appeal to the Central Government to release immediately Rs.500
crores to tide over the crisis. Thank yeu.
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SHRI AIMADUDDIN AHMAD KHAN (DURRU) (Rajasthan): Sir,
thank you for giving me this npportunity to speak on the drought situation in
my State of Rajasthan. There were certain aspersions cast on the State
Government by some of my colleagues from the other side, and a lot of
clarifications were given from this side. The State Government was in touch
with the Government of India from the very beginning, and the matter was
brought to the notice of the Government of India in October. The matter was
brought to the notice of the Government even through the forum of this hon.
House on the 2nd March, through a - question put specifically about the
drought situation in Rajasthan. It is a matter of great regret that in spite of so
many representations made to the Government of India, the meeting of the
NCRF was held on 27th of March, that is, six months after the first
representation of the State Government of Rajasthan was received by the
Government of India. Nonetheless, 1 wish now to bring to your notice some
of the points that were missed out by my colleagues here. The rainfall in 1999
in Rajasthan was 450 mm, as against the normal rainfall of 533 mm, the loss
of production in 1999 of bajra was 60 per cent which was targeted at 21.25
lakh tonnes; the loss of production of maize was 48 per cent with the target
of 10.6 lakh tonnes and the loss of production in respect of pulses was 72 per
cent with the target of 5.3 lakh tonnes. These are some of the points I wish to
bring to your kind notice to show the kind of situation that is being faced by
the State Government. The State Government has, at present, engaged four
lakh labourers working on- relief works at the rate of Rs. 60/- per person per
day, which is the minimum wage. The monthily expenditure is over Rs. 60
crores. If we add to this Rs. 20 crores for material, the approximate monthly
requirement is over Rs. 80 crores. In the coming months of May and June,
this number of the workforce will increase. There will be corresponding
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increase in the requirement of funds. Similar heavy amounts are being spent
on cattle camps and drinking water. If we add all the expenses, the State is
spending Rs. 3 crorgs per day on the management of drought relief. The
drinking water expenses on tankers will go up from Rs. one crore to Rs. four
crores per day. Already, the temperature is four to five degrees above the
normal.

And this will worsen in the next two months. The grain supplied under
the PDS has been increased from 10 kilos to 20 kilos per person per day.
Though it can be obtained at concessional rates, yet it has to be paid for. The
Government of India is giving a total aid of Rs. 100 crores for a period of one
month. There has been a lot of talk from both sides of the House about the
various long term measures which have to be taken. You yourself had
mentioned about water mapagement and water harvesting. Just for the sake
of my colleagues, I would like to illustrate my point by citing an experiment
that has been conducted by an NGO in the district of Alwar in Rajasthan. It is
called Taran Bharat Sangh. You might remember that last month, the hon.
President of India had gone there to honour this NGO for the water
management programme which they are conducting. When they started the
work of water management there, there were some streams and rivers which
had been dry for the last 50 years. But after doing small projects on water
management, I am glad to say that the river has started running again and
there is plenty of water and there is water in the tubewells also. So, this is a
programme which can be and should be taken up on a war-footing so that this
recurring problem of drought, which is prevalent in Gujarat and States like
Rajasthan, can be dealt with.

Also, here, 1 would like to make one last point about another long-term
plan that we should take up in the field of agriculture. Up till now, we have
been relying too much on chemical fertilisers and pesticides. We have
forgotten our age-old, traditional, farming, that is, organic farming. It was
mentioned in our Shastras and Puranas thousands of years back. I regret to
say that though we have forgotten it, in 1920's a European Agro-Economist,
Rudolf Styner, studied the Shastras and the Puranas and started propagating
the idea of organic farming in Europe and America. [ would like to draw the
attention of the Government to this fact. And here we have a Government
which is talking about going back to our cuiture and our ways of life. This is
what [ wanted to say.
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Before I conclude, 1 would like to just make two-three points to be
taken up on a long-term basis so that this annual feature of drought can be
faced. In order to immediately face the situation, I would like to request the
Government of India to solicit the help of the our defence forces, especially,
the Army, to help the various States in these relief operations. Since they are
a very well-organised part of our society, 1 would request the Central
Government to take into consideration the appeals of the various State
~ Governments, including the State Government of Rajasthan, for further help
in the matter. Thank you.

SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI (Gujarat): At the outset, the whole
nation, particularly, the drought-affected States, are very much grateful for the
appeal that has been made by the hon. Prime Minister. At the same time, my
State is also thankful and grateful to the Ministry of Agriculture and to the
Ministry of Finance for releasing an instalment of Rs. 86 crores in last week.
But, Sir, the drought situation which the various States, particularly, Gujarat,
are facing now has never been faced by them since the last 101 years. It was
101 years back that there was a drought like this, and it was called the

-Chapparia drought. [t was in 1956 Samwat. But this drought spell has created
a worse situation in the State. It was anticipated in the month of August,
before the Meteorological Department made an announcement. A meeting
at the State Cabinet level was held on 23rd August, 1999. [ iust want to
remind my friend, Mr. Brahmakumar Bhatt, that the second meeting was held
on Sth September, 1999 and the third meeting was held on 16th September,
1999, Thereafter, there was a meeting every week. As far as dririking water
is concerned, there is scarcity. It is not that the State is not making efforts.
They are making efforts. There is a raskavare system, a water supply system,
which has been getting water from Mahi project which is 180 kilometres
away. [ would like to remind my friends who have spoken in favour of
Gujarat and other States that there are four districts where there are several
projects, but there is not a single drop of water in many projects. Rajkot is
having 28 projects. Qut of that, in 18 projects there is not a single drop of
water. Surendranagar is having 12 projects. Out of that, in 10 projects there
is not a single drop of water. In Jamnagar there are 25 projects. Out of that,
in 18 projects there is not a single drop of water. In my district there are 15
projects. Out of that, in 13 projects there is not a single drop of water. There
are only two rivers, Mahi and Panam, and water is being sent to Baroda and
Ahmedabad from Kadana and Vanakbori projects through raskavare system.
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Our Government is making every effort to supply water. When scarcity. is
there, relief work is required. When scarcity is there, food supply is required.
When scarcity is there, wages need to be offered to the common people. This
has also been done. At present, people are fetching water from three or four
kilometres away. We have started providing hand-pumps. We have also
started giving immediate relief. Like Gujarat, Andhra ?radesh, Orissa,
Rajasthan and Karnataka are also affected. Cattle are sturving. We don't
have enough fodder. Every day we get one goods-train of fodder. Bat it is
not enough to feed the cattle. Therefore, a plan is required. My friend was
saving that when there was scarcity our Chief Minister was sitting in
air-conditioned rooms. [ would like to say that the preliminary report was
sent to the Central Government, seeking assistance to the tune of Rs.930
crores, in the month of October. Subsequently. reports were submitted every
weck. The State Government has also organised meetings at the tehsil level
every Friday and at the district level every Saturday. 1 request the
Government, through you, Sir, to provide monetary assistance which is badiy
needed. ! know that the Centre doesn't have much money with the Calamity
Relief Fund. But the resources can be created by secking assistance from the -
cooperative sector and the banks. Some nationalised banks may also be
asked to assist. Some donations or contributions may also be made to the
Chief Minister's Relief Fund and the Prime Minister's Relief Fund and the
State can be provided assistance from that.
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SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI: The relief work was started only
after 15th of October. That is what the Scarcity Manua! of the Central
. Government speaks of.
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SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI: 1t could be started only after 15th

of October. That is what the Scarcity Manual of the Central Government
speaks of.
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8.00 P.M.
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, I am on a point of order. I think this
kind of a sweeping generalization about the State Governments goes beyond
the competence of this House. This is unfair.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: This is what is happening.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Whatever may happen. But it is beyond his
competence to speak in such sweeping terms about all the State Governments.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: 1 have the competence to speaking because |
have worked in....(Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, you give your ruling then. If he is
challenging this....(Interruptions)... Then, let Mr. Venkaiah Naidu get up and
express his views on this..(Interruptions).. This is the Council of
States.... (Interruptions)... Sir, this is not done. We don't expect this kind of a
statement that the Central Government is more eminently eligible for doing
all thee things, that whatever they are saying is correct, and that whatever the
State Governments are saying is wrong.... (Interruptions)...

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: I have seen it happening.....(Interruptions)...
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: He does not understand the implications of
what he is saying.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: Sir, now, may I continue?
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Yes.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: There has been a suggestion that a committee of
Parliament should go to the drought-affected areas and that it should actually
evaluate what the real requirement of each State is so that something could be
done. I have been sitting here right from 5 o' clock waiting for Members to
suggest what they themselves are going to do for droughts that have become a
menace in this country. I am sorry to say, not one suggestion came from any
quarter. 1, therefore, personally, feel that in order to improve the drought
situation, we have the MPLADS from which each of us can donate Rs.30
lakhs to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund, create a Calamity Relief Fund and
help the drought-affected States of the country. This is my suggestion. I pray
to the Members of the House to kindly be generous enough to give this
money to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. It can, readily, be available to the
Prime Minister for immediate disbursement to the, States...

SHRI1 J. CHITHARANIJAN (Kerala): That won't be a contribution by
Members.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: Like we paid Rs. 5000 in the case of Orissa, we
can pay our one month's salary to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. This is
the second suggestion. These are the two contributions that I would urge upon
the Members to make for the Prime Minister's Relief Fund so that the
Government can take immediate action. Thank you.
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): Thank you, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to associate myself with
the sufferings of the people because of the drought in various parts of the
country. I represent the North-Eastern Region, which is the other way round.
It is a flood-affected area. We have surplus water, and very rarely we face
drought. [ am incompetent to suggest to the Government about the specific
measures. What I would suggest and request the Government is that adequate
relief and rehabilitation measures should be taken immediately.

Sir, from my experience, I would say that we must have a rescue force

from the Central Government. Every time we have to depend on the State
" Government. We supply relief materials, but so far as the rescue operation is
concerned, both during floods and drought, there should be a mobile rescue
force on which we can rely, which can rush to the spots where they are
required, on which we can rely because special assistance is required for
particular areas. This force should be able to assist in transport of water
from water-surplus areas, or flood-affected areas to drought-affected areas.
Also, most of the forces, including the Army, deployed in rescue operations
during flood situations, are afraid of taking up these operations because of
inexperience. Therefore, for both these purposes, we must have a specific
rescue teams of experts and the workforce with the Central Government to
meet these kinds of situations. We are facing this problem because of global
warming and we will have to face it more and more because it is just the
beginning. I would request the Government to take adequate steps so that we
can face any such situation in the future.
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Price policy for copra for 2000 Season and price
policy for raw jute for 2000-2001 season

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SUNDER LAL
PATWAY): Sir, I lay a statement on the Table of the House regarding price
policy for copra for 2000 season and price policy for raw jute for 200042001
season. [Placed in Library See No. LT 1703/00]

W&r(aﬁwﬁfﬂqﬁﬁﬂ):waﬂmmm,%mﬁa,
2000 @ 11.00 g a% & forg wIfag & o &1

The House then adjourned at twenty-eight minutes past Eight of the
clock, till eleven of the clock, on Wednesday, the 26th April, 2000
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