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steps have to be taken.   That is what I want to bring to the notice of the 
Government, through you. Thank you. 

SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Sir, I am wholeheartedly 
supporting the views expressed by my colleague, Mr. Chitharanjan, in this 
august House. Yesterday, hundreds of handloom weavers came from Kerala 
to demonstrate in Delhi. They are all from the most backward sections of the 
society and most of them were women. Sir, never in their life they have had a 
good meal They came all the way to Delhi to lodge their protest. Normally, we, 
Keratites, are in the forefront of such protests. To my surprise, I saw yesterday 
that there were handloom weavers farmers from Andhra Pradesh also. We 
met all of them on the streets of Delhi So, it shows the seriousness of the 
situation. Something adverse happened in this area. You see, what was the 
situation 4-5 years back? Starvation deaths were reported from different parts 
of the country, especially from Andhra Pradesh. Now, because of these 
recommendations, they are going to lose whatever little benefits they have 
been getting from the Government. The situation is very bad. Because of this 
new trend, new fashion, one of the oldest traditional industry of this country is 
facing a serious threat. The younger generation is normally not using 
handloom cloth. Even the people, in States like Kerala, who had been using 
dhotis, are now turning to pants. The demand for handloom cloth in the market 
is very less. So, assistance from the Government is very much needed. The 
Government should protect them by extending rebates and other assistance, 
which they had been receiving earlier. Because of these new 
recommendations, the life of these weavers is going to be more and more 
miserable. There would be starvation deaths in villages. So, in order to avoid 
such a situation, the Government should not accept these recommendations, 
and maximum assistance should be given to the handloom weaving 
community of the country. 

Need to take Initiative by Government in the interest of the 
Handloom Sector 
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Recent statement mady by the Shahi Imam of Jama Masjid at 
Ramlila grounds, Delhi 
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