RAJYA SABHA [20 November, 2000]

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT-RELATED PARLIAMENTARY
STANDING COMMITTEE ON LABOUR AND WELFARE

MIRZA ABDUL RASHID (Jammu and Kashmir): Sir, | lay on the
Table a copy each {(in . English and Hindi ) of the following Repors of
the Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare:

il Seventh Report on The Trade Unions {Amendment) Bil, 2000.

(i Eighth  Report on Aclon Taken by the Government on the
recommendations/observations contained in the Third Report
of the Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare (Thirteenth
Lok Sabha) on Ministry of Labour-Demands for Grants-2000-
2001.

(i) Ninth  Report on  Action Taken by the Government on the
recommendations/observations contained in the Fourth Report
of the Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare (Thirteenth
L ok Sabha) on Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment-
Demands for Grants-2000-2001.

(v} Tenth Report on Action Taken by the Government on the
recommendations/observations contained in the Fifth Report of
the Standing Committee on Labour and Weilfare (Thirteenth
Lok Sabha} on Ministry of Trnibal Affairs-Demands for Grants-
2000-2001.
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Nothing else will go on record.

SPECIAL MENTIONS
Theft ofValuable Data from I.C.M.R.

SHRiI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, a bizarre
mcident took place in the ICMR and vital data on infectious and
communicable diseases, along with hard discs on which it was stored, were
stolen on 10" November, 2000. Hard discs from about 106 computers
belonging to the Epidemiclogical and Communicable Diseases Department
of the ICMR were systematically stolen. It is believed that there is every
possibility of passing the data to foreign agents for a possible biological
warfare research. The discs have both published and unpublished data
which had been collected over many years by the ECD division. It is
believed that the data from sixteen centres of the ICMR was funneied into
this unit of the ICMR and it also included the raw data on diseases like
AIDS, malana, plague, tubercuiosis, etc. The thieves systernatically
dismembered functionai computers after breaking open locks from many
rooms within the secunty rooms of the ICMR. It is stll not known how
could they break open the locks of so many rooms of the division. | think
it i5 a well-planned theft executed by some insiders. Otherwise, how would
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