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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS)
RESOLUTION
REVIEW OF ECONOMIC POLICY
SHRI JIBON ROY (WEST BENGAL): Madam, | move the
following Resolution:

"That this House expresses its concern over

0) the decline in the growth rate and quality of growth in
industrial production;
(ii) the widening economic disparities amongst the States
and
increasing fiscal deficits in their economies;
(iif) the growing incidence of unemployment, poverty
and

economic disparities amongst different sections of
population, decline in the rural consumption, and also
decline in the quality of life amongst the lowest strata
of society since liberalisation; and urges upon
Government to review its economic policy and evolve
a national consensus on framing a socially equitable
economic policy best suited for the country's
economic and political sovereignty."

Madam, while moving the Resolution, | emphasise on the last
part of the Resolution, that is, the operative part of the Resolution, and
I want the Government to take the initiative so that a national
consensus is evolved, not on the existing economic policy, but on
economic policy, based on equity, social justice, self-reliance and
growth, combining all together. We feel that it is the basic testament of
our politics, and also of the economic direction given in the
Constitution, While doing so, | don't want to make a speech, but | want
to mention some of the facts, which are haunting me, for the
consideration of the House, and also for the consideration of the
Government. | want the Government to prepare a White Paper. This
economic policy was adopted ten years back. So long, we have been
discussing the policy contents only. Now, the consequences
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are coming down to the ground -- factories, agriculture, everywhere.
Now, based on the real situation on the ground level, | urge upon the
Government to prepare a White Paper and get it discussed all over
the country, and in both the Houses of Parliament, And we all should
agree on what is best for the nation, !n doing so, the first point that |
want to place before the Government is that, nowadays neutral data
are not available. Data are either getting doctored or manipulated or
changed. So, you cannot make a comparison between the present
situation and the previous situation. In the industrial growth data, the
indices, weights are changed, baskets are changed. In the Wholesale
Consumer Price Index, the baskets are changed. The baskets are
changed, Recently, the Planning Commission has released some
data on the poverty level. There also, the parameter has been
changed, in the new parameter, the calling period which was 30 days
earlier, has now been extended up to one year. The Economic Survey
says that it is not comparable. Still, our hon. Finance Minister, in his
Budget Speech, has stated that the poverty level has come down to
26%. Madam, great injustice has been done in the economic policy
when they have compared the performance of the pre-reforms period
with the post-reforms period. Everyoody knows that the reforms
started in the middle of 1991. The year 1991-92 is taken as pre-
reforms period, and they show that the rate of growth was very high
during the post-reforms period. Therefore, | would request the
Government to give neutral figures so that they can be compared.
Otherwise, we will have to depend on the data supplied by the ILO,
UNO, etc. Therefore, it is not fair. Madam, even if the growth rate of
6.4%, which has been mentioned in the Economic Survey, is taken as
correct, that growth rate does not represent prosperity.

Growth has to bo accompanied by increase in employment;
growth has to be accompanied by increase in savings; growth has to
be accompanied by increase in investments and increase in capital
formation. That has to be comparable; otherwise, growth alone
cannot be considered as a yardstick for development. During the
British period, in the fnitial stages, there was a tremendous growth,
because they had tapped our land, they had tapped our underground
resources which were there. Is this a fair and correct growth? You
have also reptaced the policy directions, you have changed the
commanding role of the public sector and of the economy and handed
over its command to the international finance capital. They tap it
initially because they think that'there may be some growth, but if
taken content-wise, you will have to consider whether this growth is a
quality growth, whether this growth is for the good of the people.
When you look
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at the data supplied by the N.S.S. in its 55* Round, if you compare it,
calculate it, along with the Census Report and the actual growth of
population, you will find that the increase in employment is an all-time
low during this period. From 1.36% in the year 1987-88, it has come
down to 0.67% per annum, on an average. The rate of employment has
not increased; it has decreased. Therefore, your growth is not a quality
growth. The savings have come down from 24% to 22%. tt was 24%
in 1999, and it has come down to 22% now. So is the investment rate,
and so is the rate of capita) formation, But you say that growth is
there; very' good growth is there. If that is the determining factor, then
our growth is probably lower than that of Pakistan, so far as the
agriculture sector is concerned. Our growth is lower, both in the context
of agriculture and industry, than that of Sri Lanka and Nepal, Therefore,
you have to compare it in real terms.

Madam, another important factor is this. Not only the rate of
employment has gone down, the real wage has also come down.

The recent statistics given by the ILO in the World
Employment Report of 1998-99 show that the real wage of the
workers in India has gone down by 5%, on an average, every year,
between 1990 and 1996. Madam, it says that between 1990 and
1996, every year, the real wage has fallen by 5%. The employment
rate has also gone down; the real wage has gone down. | want to
know what is the destination of gain. | want to know the areas, where
there is gain in the growth rate, where it is going up. It is not coming to
the labour, as the real wage is falling at the rate of 5% every year. Itis
not going to the peasantry; it is not coming to the common people
also. Employment is also not increasing. Then, where is it going?
Even the savings have not increased; the capital investment has not
increased. Therefore, one has to decide whether the growth is fast or
whether crony capitalism is developing in our country, which has no
relation with the common people and the common masses. Madam,
why | say this is because, these growth figures are false; they are not
the real growth figures. The figures of the Economic Survey and other
documents indicate that industrial growth rate is increasing. In that
growth also, there are two trends. The industrial growth is taking place
at a higher pace, but the consumption of electricity is going down.
Everybody knows that this year, the production of electricity has gone
down to four per cent, probably, from ten to twelve per cent
consumption of electricity during the pre-reform period. The
consumption of electricity during the pre-reform period, i.e. before
1991, was sixty-five per cent. Madam, sixty- five per cent of the total
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electricity was being consumed by the industry during the pre-reform
period. Now, only thirty-three per cent of the total electricity is being
consumed by the industry. Madam, are we running industry through
water? Are the industries functioning without electricity? | fail to
understand, Madam, what kind of industrialisation is taking place. They
have said that it is growing, but the basic industry is falling, the capital
goods industry is falling; even a machine is not being produced in our
country. The industry is in a very serious condition. There is decline in
steel production, there is decline in the basic and machine-building
industries, but the growth is taking place! Madam, growth is not taking
place even in the non-durable consumer goods. Therefore, we have
converted our economy into an economy where electricity is not
required, to an economy where capital goods are not required, to an
economy where basic goods are not required, but where industrial
growth is taking place! That is why we have come to a stage where
we are importing, assembling and exporting. We have almost
converted our economy into a colonial economy, in the real sense.
Madam, this situation of industry and this condition of agriculture is very
dangerous. The figure which is given by the Economic Survey says, "in
1997-98, there was a decline of 2.4%; in 1998-99, there was a growth
of 7.t%; in 1999-2000, there was a growth of only 0.7%; and in 2000-
2001, the growth is only 0.9%." For the first time in Independent India,
the growth rate of agriculture is going below the growth rate of
population. It has never happened in the last 50 years. But still we say
that our economy is growing and we are persisting with reforms.
Madam, f again come to industry. Here also, in the Budget that was
presented by the hon. Finance Minister the day-before-yesterday, we
see that there is a fall in the collection of excise duty by Rs. 1,000
crores, which means, in the real sense, industry is going down. It is
going down. Therefore, if you do not change the policy, | do not think
that in the near future, industry will revive, because of these three-four
reasons. The first reason is that, in any case, the savings are not
increasing. You have given so many concessions to the share market,
but still, the savings are not increasing; and it will not increase. The
second thing is that private capital formation is also not taking place,

The consumption expenditure is not increasing. Thirdly, you
have broken the public sector on the order of one man. You have
obeyed them, but they have not fulfilled their commitment that so far as
foreign investment is concerned, it would come. The latest figure is that
there is $7.63 ftrillion investable fund all over the world. There is
surplus. Out of $7.5 trillion, $4.50 billion is going to developed
countries.  $1.73 billion is coming to
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developing countries. $100 miiiion is coming to Asian countries. We
get only $2 million or $3 million. To get $2 billion, we have destroyed
our public sector, and we have destroyed our industrial base.
Therefore, | don't think that so long as you do not change your policy,
there will be a real revival of

the industry.

In agriculture, whatever mechanism you apply, tax
manipulation or other manipulations, whatever may be the
mechanism, if international price goes down continuously, you cannot
save the economy simply by putting the customs duty alone. What is
the international price? It is coming down at a rate that is higher than
the rate of depreciation of the rupee. The value of the rupee in 1990-
91 was 17, and, now, the value of the rupee is 46.5. 46 or 47 in terms
of a dollar. You are thinking that since the rupee is getting
depreciated, we will be able to export our products. They are
depreciating the value of the products in the international market. The
price of wheat had gone down by 30 per cent in 1998; 38 per cent in
1999 and 40 per cent in the first half of 2000; rice, by 5 per cent in
1998, 22 per cent in 1999, 31 per cent in the first six months of 2000;
soyabeans, by 14 per cent in 1998, 30 per cent in 1999 and 24 per
cent in the first six months in 2000; sugar by 27 per cent in 1998, 49
per cent in 1999 and 49 per cent in the first six months of 2000; coffee
by 13 per cent in 1998.. 30 per cent in 1999 and 51 per cent in the first
six months of 2000; cotton by 24 per cent in 1998, 38 per cent in 1999
and 35 per cent in the first six months of 2,000; copper, by 34 per cent
in 1998, 37 per cent in 1999 and 29 per cent in 2000, Therefore, our
agriculture is finished. Nobody can save it, if you do not change your
policy direction.

Now, my point initially is that our Constitution, under articles
38(2) and 39(c) directs that the economic direction should be based
on equality, equality not between persons alone, but equality
between groups and equality between the States.

India is 1,000 million. Here, people have suffered deprivation
for centuries, thousands of years. Feudalism is going on for more
than 2,000 years. This is not Europe. This is not America. You can do
whatever you like.

I never believe that the great leaders who formulated our
Constitution were socialists or communists, but | bow my head before
them because they had the sagacity, and they knew that unless
equality is maintained among States and others, the country would
break, the country
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would collapse. That collapsing process has just started. The time' is
there. If you can save it, you save it. You started liberalisation, but you
have not initiated land reforms. Had you done some land reforms, the
consumption expenditure could have increased.

Some market could have increased. Foreign investment could
have come in. You did not do it. These are pre-requisite things for
liberalisation, But you did not do it. Then, you went on creating some
social security net, Some alarming figures are coming. Recently, in
reply to a question, the Health Ministry has given some figures. They
said that 47 per cent of our children are born underweight, 70 per cent
of the children are anaemic. The Indian Red Cross have calculated
that only 0.7, per cent is spent during all the ten years period on
prevention of diseases. Their report is based on the Disaster
Management System. Now malaria is breaking out at different places
in the country. Other diseases are spreading because of your market
economy.

Another report from the UNICEF has come. They have also
said that the children are underweight. This underweight may cause
diabetes. On all fronts, there is a serious situation. We are at the
ground level, we understand the situation. But we do not know their
language that much, At the ground level, the situation is very serious.
If you do not control the situation, then, it may cause more damage,

Madam, regarding the equity of the States. | had put a
question.

The answer is very alarming. The entire North-East States are
collapsing. the market does not bother about anybody, who is
surviving and who is dying. The East is also collapsing. In the 80's the
growth rate in Arunachal Pradesh was 4.5 per cent. In the 90's, it has
gone down to 0.53 per cent. The growth rate in Assam was 1.87 per
cent. It has gone down to 0.88 per cent. In Bihar, the growth rate was
2.21 per cent. Now it is 2.5 per cent. Similar is the case with the
remaining North-Eastern States. From the reply to another question, it
was very clear that whichever State tried to follow the World Bank's
diktat religiously, their growth rate had fallen during the 90's compared
to the 80's. Those who tried to ignore the World Banks diktat, their
growth rate has increased in the 80's as well as in the 90's. | will give
the figure for Andhra Pradesh. In the 80's, their growth rate was 4.28
per cent. In 90's it has come down to 2,42 per cent. Karnataka has
improved substantially. In the 80's their growth rate was 3.41 per cent.
In the 90's, it has gone up to 5.64 per cent. The growth rate in
Maharashtra was 3,83
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per cent. It has slightly increased to 4.14 per cent. In the case of U.P.
it was 2.48 per cent. It has declined by 2,38 per cent. The most
abused State, Kerala; their growth rate was 1.37 per cent. It has
increased to 4.76 per cent, They have registered an overall growth
percentage of 247. In West Bengal, the growth rate in the 80's was
1.82 per cent. It is the most abused State. In the 90's, their growth rate
has gone up to 5.07 per cent. They have registered an overall growth
percentage of 180. Why | am talking about West Bengal and Kerala is
because they have done two things. They have implemented land
reforms religiously. They have consumption market in the villages. That
is why they are able to sustain. The second thing is that they have not
built many fly-overs and highways with World Bank's assistance. That
is why they are improving. Therefore, i would request the Government
of India to take note of the situation.

That is the reply to my Question, No. 1244 on 30.11.2000, by
Arun Shourieji. The country is collapsing. We see that. Sometimes, |
feel I am unfortunate that | have come to the House, to Parliament, at
a moment when the economy is collapsing, the country is collapsing,
on all counts. | have drawn this conclusion not from my imagination,
but based on the figures available.

My simple submission is this. You have done it as you thought
it fit. That is why you have done it. The Government has done it. |
cannot challenge the wisdom of the Government. My point is, it is
being implemented for the last 10 years. Now, please have a review.
We understand your problems. | understand the world order today, the
world situation today. It has to be taken into consideration. Taking that
into consideration, review the entire policy. You initiate a discussion.
Prepare a White Paper. Initiate talks. And, while preparing the White
Paper, don't doctor the data. Give independent, neutral, data so that
people can assess it and review it. With these words, | commend my
Resolution. Thank you.

The question was proposed.

IUFUIfa: BolRAT S, SNAdT Rl ARYaN! of iR it e
AT S H STl STHT € $9feTT 3T Ul §70 Tl o1 STy | et =t
AT Sft el 319 it <fIfory |
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el wRet AR (ufge dmer) : SuHIfa ARledr, dediavl
& IHD 8IS W FIR BIdY SERIBIVI, i iR gianTa |Hioe &
A UR YT ITg s JAMAD AT & ol Sl A1 BHAR S D S Ta=eT
TR HehHRI Ol 81 & IADBT IRUTH ER A € | 73 Nfra Hifcrai & 719 w=
3% Y TIY 5 371f¥re QuRT &1 Picdd, SFTET 98T 319 IR aRE ¥ Juaf

Ekccakl

[SURTHTEIET (3} R Iy oA gul |

TRy, Sia- I Si ¥ 379 39 YRdTd & SIRU B8R IRIGAI Bl Th
IR R AR T & fh 98 o1 8aTS Ol | IR $HR STHI! I Bl I |
SUGHTIE HEIG, ST8i dd ST g2} &1 HaTel & 98 9gd &l WihTd 2 |
BT IR AP AN BATS T TSGR &1 OId & | 31T 3ffhel dl HINT eI 2,
S¥Nferg § araest Wt H &1 He1 Argl fob S w7 37 ford! & ST ufed,
IAP! FAIR | 3T WF & [F H'l T $9D] YO (A1 A1 3R 89 $ei ugd
T | B dP Sl G IR —WRGR] ARJAFT & Jawhl g B O {6 gt
sfeleael WAPR Hal & WAk W Bl g8 8, S 34 AP TSR S
HR TR I ¢ | s 9ad & [ ITRIBIT & 9 981 # Hahe 98 | 9%
BT el AT B1 U 3R fISeT YR BT HIeT 6T Tefl oI }&T 8, faaeh &of
SR G Tell ST 8T 8 3R Gadl 3R HiY 3iR SN 9P Hal &b RIHR
BIBE I

ey, fUsel a1 aul & AP TR IS Bl glg X A AR
fiRTae 812 81 a9 1998-99 ¥ UE S ST&T 6.6 UTT oY, T&1 1999-2000 H T8
64T R |

319 2000-2001 # 36 RiACH Rith 6 IRIeTd I8 S & Hra 2 |
SUHIETE HEIGY, GEIDI Bl g% Hl TR g8l ST R8T 8 |27 SaRT 2001
PI GETBIRT BT &% TT&1 8.2 Ui off 3iR 52 AITe] F 3id &b IR W I§
6 TITerd oY | WRBR B fa<i AT 1 SeI aTelr IIST ¥ =1t 1 wel 81
ST, Ul & HeH H 7 967 81 oifh g B9 H 1,04,717 A TGN 1,11,972 BRIS
S B AT B | HEIY, el dP B Yoil AR a1 Iro1R 6 FRIfy ot agf areedt
TE B | T 11fF FdeTo1 b IR, H Igd A1 A, Hal 71 2 B A
foci ad & gt 9 wENT § MAHS IR ¥ WAEE M H SealEiy
fiRTge oMY & 1"Heley, AMERYT e & &3 & aR d 9 s Fderor §
femoft &1 Wit & — 3Ry & 31 3f1d I =1 @l ugfoi o & 3§ au
1980-81 W 1991-92 W AT I TAT B TR 1992-93 H 1999-2000 B! FaE &
SR ¥e] IS fRId Rl 8 17 5l YR AHIRTS &3 & 9 | 371 |4 4 a8
HE] T & 6 I8 fUod T2E & a1 H 98aR 8 ol I§ < BT IRI&l Bl
PH P P Y AT ST 81 Pt FATpR &H 91 ST © b o9 A1l
oI I U B P U8l AP -1 RIth BHIR 2 1 ST H AT U1 Bfell Dl
I 9T 3R Fof T et I o T 4 e & forg #oigR 81 72 frami 4,
R GR AP ISR [ HHTGTSAT DT 7 WIST U1 aTel
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IRISHTR Aiorarr § T8 fRmen iR g & s < <81 o1 9fcs <91 &
BIe-gs ATTAIRIAT 3R Sermufeal § ) vh gwdferd! fowri < w8 off fh
S IR B! eI Bl 319 9 Hal A SIRAT BIg g W@o & 81l 78I,
Tgel IR SRl & At Aqaar) WreH 7 fagen | mard gF arat
T ATl & RIATH TSt ISR | FoITol Sikil HH & Alfeld o Hal o7 AR
IS d QAT R 41 X2 Bl B AU HREMI 4 U@ b IUTE Pl & b (a9l
A IR SR W U ol RSP 9 IR IMUAT oFd HR U | ARG, AR
ISR B1 BTeTd Al 3R A @ T, A1 89 991 S & | /19 2000 ¥ J5s Clh
VgAaST BT Adfad gadi 2000 b 3T H 5001 I 13.5 ARTerd RS Sa’)
2001 & 3fd H 4,327 W Ygd TAT| Yob [STd P AR TR IIOIR A AT 97
fRTae & fFaerd! &1 B aRI BRI BIY BT JHAM galll HEIgd, 3
ST B R & IR 9 F H81 T 7 “IggId aiviids Jai & IRY
RSTd §& gRT Sdg! & AT a1 & AR 31 7T 1999 Bl 3,09,013 3iTefid
gHhIsTl qHR ol f7 JY IR & &3 H 3,06,221 €I 3R WX 5g RN
SN & &3 7 2,792 &1 | ISP g8l 99 AP B0 g & Bl gDl Bl G
2,21,536 &1 Il qGDR 3,06,221 B T TAT IR oY & Bl BT SHIgAT 2,476
gl T | 39 UbR P Ue Arel § 70 3R BHGIR ghIsdl Bl G § 38
nfcreTd 1 gfg g3 © | I8 e (fead o0 9 are) a9 7 f SR SR § 9”1
SN A IS §Y THH qdhi 4 il HIYI BTS §s ©, 98 ATl 84 [a@Tg T8l <l |
SUATHIEE, FRIGY, 37TST 89 o i 39 R 371 uRaer ) 7 e W2 &,
I GHY B T TbR BT a1 gaTl & | 371 &1 fasT ugel 81 N a9 &y
FSIT goTC <97 fohaT AT © |1 599 IoIC 3 AR gl ®I #al | J1h b
ST goic &b WY a9 8¢ & | {oiame] AR AR Sl Il W §6 g
Tt anfde feuriieR 988 I &R eRIfed & | TRR IR 1
3TATId B T & | U 3TSH1d THR B HRITHS 741 §s & | gonaral Sl &
TAHIIOT Ueh i1 Tebell b bIRU B gl STNHHIY &7 F Teb gar &l 4l
3Tehd g fawams < 32 € iR fo #0 1 smart <t S <& R Tt s e B %
I WIEH BT ST 3T HRSG GETAT B Sl BIg 81 B Fhl T, T8 AU

ot YA STEATA (IIRAT): MG fIy 980 I &1 BM Tl
...(TALT)...

SNl IR AR FEiey, X1 T © f fa w9t 7 enfRax v
R B fhar 7, VAT B9 G1 989 S84 owmrr 8 o iR &Is =21 fewr
FHdT AT Sai FAIALRAT BT T B B G2 H BIs BIeT A1 bed oY 781
IoTITI B9 I8 I B fh MRA Y il AT AT I8 THART ATId ST
DI TRETT 8 3R DI BRI 8 TART (APST 83N AISIR| Y &3 | Yofl bl
[ AT 31 RET 8, I q9ST X2 Bl Bl & ol 3R I B b
ATHHRT Hei Bl Y | IIER BT H Soxd el Il g1 59 31d IR g
ST gab! 5| AT &l § il §s OI0Tdl, Ig01 §8 RISHIR] &1 99 31 39
T T | T DI SR H 781 TS AR S H GoR b (ofg et w301 =1
HIT Pls Wl YK golc H QT 8?2 $9P I1asfd T TS F9 Yoflard] Wi
T THR & ITSE &l 24l 4 Y18 U el
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22 N o= #3017 R I [ 2, 3797 aofe wior # 9T 39 3iR e &
A1 I8 QT bt & o HIRa BT ASIGR v 319 YoiTaferdl ol #H1 b1 e
R Teb BOIR ¥ ¥ W dTel HOIGRI b HATAD] DI 379 HTHSI I HIGR] Dbl
BT BT IUPR 2| I8! T8 d1d & Sl Dol db ARGHT &b SER 3§ gd §Y TN %0
S YOIaiT @ Bl AIRIEN BT 3F8H AT DI e HReil 2 AR sHfY a8
3ITST Fa¥l SATe] 3fselfed &1 I8 goiarg &l da9 el 9 81 givar 4
YSTaTe &1 3§ Wa ST, WA AR WIS & TR P A1 Y3 537 7l fheg
31T 1 Yottt A TTRIET &1 GoTRT a1 gl ©1 98 91 919 9 g & fF
EHIR AIAETT 7 S B 413 URURTAT b AT ST IAT DI S JAYd AR
& A, o T 99 &1 ISR, AFfEd Aadroi ol ARGR, d 79 AT
T WRHR 1 B forg §1 R arafdas srelf # 39 TReR & Yoftard! Zai a1
B FIEAT AT A1 I HRA & II9IR DI GG R B [ H DIs Had ISMT
=My A1l wEley, &9 aruel <l uf | §9 a1 Bl AT B 3 6 & (b
AP YA GIR DI SRRA & AR TE A0S YA JUR BT BRIHA Dlg
FHTSTATE BT HRIHH el 21 T8 BRIHH STHaa B IRIRIRT F ot 8 Favar 2
IR BT ST & b 9 PRIPH & Tl AR ATAD (B ST Bl SRedl Bl
R B H 3R YR & IOMR Bl fAasRad w1 o) faem # o ged gy &g o7
Thd &1 ifehT ITaT AP 7 59 d folv GIR & 3R 7 81 99 9099 IRPR &
PR H YR et gari-gan MAarer Yoiiufcrdi ®f $9 a1 9 WIBR & 6 39
S B SN o FHRIT B, SDI 3R d AP 8| AEIGY, T8T I8 ol AR AT
& o oR B9R <91 1 3ef AT 1 @1 b S weha1 82 H g deer arg
% I8 99 @ 59 919 A A1 G § b AogRl W WG AP ae Tl
Yofiarat afef ST &1 A9 H gD BhIhR Bl Fad Bl 219 IR Bl
drerefidar &1 M A Sg $M eIR B 98 dAlaRiiedl AoigRi &
SREIHRI & FedT iR $© T8l 81 AUD [HAF ST Bl SRS IR,
7oTgRI Bl &RE I@HR Bl 1 siiefie [ o1 quer &1 <xam 1 e 8
eIy, faer fead fore 81 v81 872 319 89 JdTel ST a1y 3FR 31 faery
®I I PR Tz © Al b fFad oy 2 ok har faer 82 931 wR S=a avf
3R Yol & foly faera? Seciall & 59 YT H S2d ol Bl SToxal Bl gRT
B & T 3@ R BT MEnfie sarsai € T8l e ARy Ien &
SENfTd SHISAT S TAS B | 39 TP &b oIV SATIT AT BT shol 7 Bt e
BT & 3R 1 B! BI| HEIGY, A Bel b A9y I8 ¢ b Pol AR 39
TRGR = S AT UATE & 89 & R & el e & ol gura=r
TR 81 3MNcH 81 oY qoId AISTI3I IR TS DI &R DI B fbar 71 21 3R
§AP T AT AN b oY $H SFTHYS 11 3R AH AN BT goil DI IRR
ISR & TCIRIT P BTl e BT IuhH I Yo b1 Tam 2|

P 1Y Wl 3R g TS IR Wl BT HIdbT [l SuaHTede qelad,
ol oAl IR IR § 3s ARTge I M9 AN &I ST SIRdi-hRIs] bl
BT T3T SHSP 77 Geb Al Yoiufcr &l emrg &1 B BIg Hihad a1 s |
qrIaes aref # sreferaver &l o SR B faen § A 4T #3 Sft 7 aFR
BT ATEH DT BT T g oY
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I A P A1 YA GUR AR R B G0 H AW 9ed SR | IR
RIS &1 Vel R <fdh Ief af 717 fdepat Il 81 98 W81 & | 4 gurR
DI I9IT B F YOTIBRYT BT BRIHH AR S &1 & | TRBRI Fro
3R gfE BT IOMT IFH IR SITRT Bkl AT AXBRT HUMAT BT IIHT qole
W1 HTCT YRT HR D1 BIRILT Bl ST BT & | AN a9 H 12000 RIS o fafrder
BT U fohaT 17 & 3741 I HEed YUl ARBRI IUhHI P 1 gad1Y ST j2 & b
$1-51 SUHAI BT AT fohan ST © 1 H 98 de1 argel o I aIs i
eI 81 & afeth qTY-STS18T B WU dadbR JIST B BT ECHIV & | 37
H 39 UG b R H H g8 e Arg il o HAT S U 7ival F g9 BT vt
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SHRI EDUAROO FALEIRO (Goa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | rise
to support the Resolution moved here by our hon. Shri Jibon Roy. Mr.
Roy, in his Resolution, speaks about the widening economic disparity
among the States. He also speaks about the economic disparity
among different sections of the population. | think, the main concern of
good governance or a good Government in the economic field has to
be, removal, or, at least, reduction, of the economic disparity.

Good governance in the economic field means, reduction, if not
elimination, of the economic disparity among the people. It works in
this manner. You take a hundred metres race. Some people start from
zero point. Others start from 90-metre point to reach the 100-metre
target. Is it fair? It is not. Similarly, in the race of life, some people live
in mansions. have the best of healthcare, topmost education, the best
of food and clothing. Other people live in slums, if at all there are
slums, or on the footpath. Living on the footpath means, no food, no
education, no health and nothing. Is it fair?

This Government speaks about growth. Growth is all right; but
growth can't be justified for lack of equality. Growth and equality must
go hand in hand, as Mr. Jibon Roy says. Equity can't be compromised
ever, as justice can't be compromised, under whatever considerations.
Therefore, Sir, the fact of the matter is this. Over the last so many
decades, disparity among the people within the country, and disparity
among the countries globally, has been widening.

Fifty years ago, where was the U.S. and England? They were
much ahead of us. They are, today, even further ahead of us. Disparity
among the developing and developed countries has increased
drastically. With the
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present policies of globalisation, it is increasing much further. Disparity is
the main concern now. The implications of globalisation, | must say, have
many beneficial effects; but it also has many adverse effects and
dangerous

effects,

We must have the benefits. We try to control the adverse
effect. The main adverse effect is this that disparities grow within the
country. In India since the economic reforms people like you, like me and
all of us are improving. You see the middle class is improving. Sir, you
know much better. The poor are not improving. Therefore, not only
they are not improving, but the gap is also increasing and that is leading
to frustration and, as the mover of the Resolution has said, that has
dangerous consequences for peace, for stability within the country and
also for peace and stability because of the increasing disparity among the
countries at the global level. Now, | am very surprised- | would have said
shocked -- by these rave reviews that this Budget has got. Alt | see is
the photograph of the Finance Minister, such a big photograph is smiling,
newspaper is also smiling, the editor is also smiling and the journalist is
also smiling. I am not only surprised, | am shocked because if the main
concern of good governance in the economic field is to reduce the
disparities, then this is a bad Budget by that standard because this
Budget has no concern at all for the poor. Hon. Sir, in fact, it appears to
have contempt for the poor. .interruptions)... That is just an example of
the direction of this Government in the economic field and otherwise.
Therefore, | am saying this. Now what are the concerns? First of all, let
us take the PDS. You are dismantling the PDS. Rats are eating wheat
in the godowns. More than two lakh rats are eating wheat in the godowns
and half of the population, in some States more than half of the
population, is going home, is going to bed with one meal, if at all any.
Is it fair that you should dismantle the PDS? This is in the context of
the Public Distribution System and about what the Budget and all of
you are doing in this Government. Now, | come to health. Last year the
Budget was drastically reduced for health. This year in nominal terms it
has been maintained but in real terms because of the inflation it goes
down. There are no dispensaries, there are no facilities for the poor
people. The diseases which we thought had been eliminated such as
malaria are going rampant all over the country. Therefore, what is being
done is the complete neglect of health because you are reducing the
Budget and privatising everything. Now, | come to what is happening in
the educational field. If you look at your States, all of your States,
particularly those controlled by the ruling party within the ruling

232



[2 March, 2001] RAJYA SABHA

alliance, teachers are not being appointed for the Government
schools. Even at the elementary education level, the Government
schools are to be abolished and in their place some NGO sort of
private schools are to come. Now what is being said is that if you have
money, you go to a good a school and if you do not have money go in
for the non-formal education. Non-formal education means you pay
Rsioo to a teacher who sits under a tree and there is no classroom, no
books, nothing. From U.P. Government we got information in the
Standing Committee that books cannot be provided to the teachers -
forget about the students - because there are so many teachers and
there is no money for books to the teachers. Therefore, what is going
to happen is like this. Our children will go to the best schools or at
least the Government schools and the children of other 50 per cent
people will have non-formal education which is no education at all. Sir,
education is the basis from the beginning itself. Due to this educational
disparity what you are doing is that you are not having formal
education for all; having formal for some and non-formal education for
the most; formal education and good education for the classes and
non-formal education which is no education of any quality for the
masses. Therefore, this is what you are doing in the field of education.
This is the way this is going on. By this standard whether it is the
Budget or whether it is the economic policy of the Government, they
are all bad policies and there is bad governance. Instead of reducing
disparities which should be the central concern of any economic
policy, you are, in fact, widening and maintaining the disparities
among the people. Therefore, this is what is happening.

So, that is what is happening. Now, the World Bank and the
multinationals are coming here. | would request you that we must have
a debate or, at least, a briefing in this House as to what is the role of
these so-called brettenwood brothers; like the World Bank and the
IMF, In our economy, Please enlighten the Members of Parliament as
to what their role is. Their role is immense and enormous in the
economy of our country and today, and that of the developing
countries. Therefore, the Members of Parliament should be educated
and enlightened as to what exactly their role is. Then, you have the
multinational corporations. What is the meaning'of a multinational
corporation? Sir, multinational corporations are bigger and more
powerful than countries. There are several multinational corporations
whose budget is more than the Budget of the half of the Member-
Nations of the United Nations. That is the status of the multinational
corporations. They are there,  There is no transparency.  They are
accountable to
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nobody. They are accountable only to their shareholders, whether
they are in the U.S. or Britain or Luxemburg or Canary Islands or
Bahamas or wherever they may be. They are accountable to nobody.
Now that the multinationals are controlling more and more of the national
economy, we must know as to what their functioning is, what their
limitations are, what is the control and what is the accountability and
what is the transparency in their operations. | think the Members of
Parliament -- including myself -need to be educated urgently on the
IMF, the World Bank,™ their role in the national economy;
multinationals, their limitations, accountability and transparency. So, |
do not want to take much time of the House.

| want to raise a point with regard to the poor people of the
country. The number of poor in the country is going to increase by millions
because of the imminent collapse which has started in agriculture. Sir,
agriculture has collapsed. My colleague from my own State is there. He
is the Minister of Agriculture. He will bear with me. Sir, my State is
having a good coconut production. The price of coconut has come
down from Rs. 8,000/- per thousand to Rs. 1,500/- - Rs. 2,000/-. When
the inputs are increasing, the price that we are getting now is coming
down to 20 per cent of what we were getting earlier. So, naturally, we
have to close our plantations. There is no other way. Sir, supari is
another main crop of our State. The rate of betelnut now come down from
Rs. 150 per kg to Rs. 70/- per kg. How can we manage like this? We will
have to close our agriculture; and once we close our agriculture, the food
security will go and we will go back by fifty years when we were said to
be living 'from ship to mouth." At that point of time, the food was coming
free of cost because we had the ODA. Now, we will have to pay for
that food also. Therefore, the main concern of every country in the
world is to have food security. Food is the belly and that is the main
security and that is the reason why the developed countries are giving
huge subsidies for agriculture - billions of dollars; the exact amounts
have been given to us by the hon. Minister of Agriculture himself in this
House, in a written reply. So, now, the Minister comes and tells us in his
Budget, the Government tells us all the time, "Oh! The Congress
Government signed the WTO and the WTO does not permit.” It is
entirely untrue. | could have been used a strong unparliamentary word.
But | do not want to use it. | will only say that it is untrue because the
WTO permits duty on food, on agricultural products, up to 300 per cent,
but the duty that is existing here today is about 20 per cent or 30 per
cent on edible oils and other products. Originally, it was 20-30 per
cent. We wrote
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to the hon. Prime Minister to increase it to about 50 per cent or so.
Now, | think, it has been increased a little more. My demand here is to
increase it to ,300 per cent. The import duty on agricultural produce
should be fncreased to 300 per cent -- the maximum that the WTO
permits. Otherwise, subsidise agriculture just like Japan is subsidising --it
is giving billions of dollars by way of subsidy. You give huge subsidies
to our farmers the way countries like Australia, New Zealand, USA,
and the European Union are doing, because there is no third way. Either
you give heavy subsidies like the developed countries or impose a
heavy duty which the WTO permits, that is, up to 300 per cent, and not 70
per cent. Otherwise, we will be destroying our agriculture, the food
security that has been built over fifty years will go and we will be back
to the days of living 'from ship to mouth' which we should not ever
contemplate. Now, Sir, | will come to the question of the WTO. Please
do not blame the Congress Government, because the WTO is a
continuous process. SO many countries are going there and arguing on
the implementation of the WTO provisions, saying that the
implementation is not correct. By arguing and delaying the
implementation, they are achieving the fruits. But you are sitting tight.

Now, what is being done is, you say, "We are too weak. Your
country is very powerful. You will not listen to us.” What needs to be
done by the weak countries is, to have regional arrangements. South
Asia is the only part of the world where there are no regional
arrangements. Even in Africa it is there; in Latin America it is there;
ASEAN, you know very well; Europe, you know very well. South Asia is
the only part of the world where there is no regional cooperation, and
that is a disgrace to us. Therefore, what | am saying is, you convene a
SAARC summit immediately. The President of Sri Lanka came here.
The SAARC summit is to be held annually,’ but it was not held last year
because we took a stand that the President of Pakistan is not a
democrat, is not elected. However, the President of Burma is all rightl
We can invite him here, have him in the Rashtrapati Bhavan, and have
a lot of good talks and everything. But the President of Pakistan is not
acceptable. We should not be bothered whether the President of
Pakistan is a democrat or not. That is the problem of Pakistan. We
should be concerned with our own interests, and our interests call for
regional cooperation. We should fight together in the WTO and other
economic fora on regional problems and concerns. Therefore, | call for
a SAARC Summit. When the President of Sri Lanka

235



RAJYA SABHA [2 March, 2001]

came here last week, it was agreed to have a meeting of the Standing
Committee of SAARC. That is not good enough. We must immediately
convene a SAARC summit, where we should not discuss bilateral
issues because, otherwise, we will bogged down in India-Pakistan
tussle, and nothing wilt happen. Instead, we should concentrate on
issues of common interest and on important economic issues. Among
these economic issues, we should basically put up a united fight for our
rights and our concerns, particularly, in the field of agriculture. With
these imports, we are destroying our agriculture and everything
because of the WTO, just like the other countries are doing. Now, it is
not just a question of power; it is also a question of knowledge.
Knowledge is power. The seven most powerful countries - the Group
of Seven - are constantly in touch. They are preparing tremendous
research papers. They attend to so many things. But we just go there.
Some Joint Secretary, or, at the most, a Secretary, will prepare a
speech for the Minister. The Minister will go to that meeting. He will
read out his speech there, will feel very happy, and then come back
home. Then will say, "We have not achieved anything because we
had not done our homework." And homework is not only for the
Minister, but also for the whole institution, the whole structure. Therefore,
one of the ways by which we can do this at the regional level is by
strengthening the South Commission's office at Geneva which looks
after the interests of the developing countries, provide them funds and
finances so that they could develop and do proper researches and put
forward proper arguments and proper evidences before the WTO.
Arguments are good. Even if you are strong with a lot of brawn, you
cannot..(Time-bell)... I will just finish. Still there is time. If you have good
arguments, any amount of power cannot defeat the power of logic.
Therefore, | am calling for a reversal of these policies, which insist on
growth and growth alone. Reversal, so that equity comes on the top and
growth comes along with equity, that is, internally. Secondly, | am
calling here for increasing the duties on agricultural imports to the
maximum permitted by the WTO, which is 300 per cent, not 70 per
cent, as the Budget has done the other day. | am calling here for a
SAARC summit, which had been postponed last year. We should not
bother whether General Musharraf or anybody else is a democrat or not.
You should convene a SAARC summit to evolve a united position of
South Asia before the WTO so that we are in a strong bargaining
position. Therefore, in that manner, let us see that there is less disparity
among our people, greater homogeneity because that is one road, and
the only road, to peace and prosperity. Thank you.
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4.00 P.M.

SHRI BJ. PANDA (Orissa): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir. While there is much to be lauded in this Resolution that has been
moved, | am afraid, | must also sound a discordant note. There is talk
of disparity and Increasing disparities, But, are there disparities?
Undoubtedly, the answer is, yes. There are disparities. But if you look
at these policies that we are debating, the fundamental question that
arises, Sir, is, whether these disparities exist because of the policies
that we have been following since 1901 or they exist despite having
these policies. Perhaps, we have not adopted these policies soon
enough; perhaps, we have not pushed them far enough. It cannot be
denied, Sir, that, for decades, we were joked about in the rest of the
world on the so-called Hindu rate of growth of 3-3.5%. It cannot be
denied, Sir, that, today, the rate of growth in our country is, on an
average, 6%. It cannot be denied that there are benefits that are
Inherent in this growth. While acknowledging the need for equity, as
the hon. Member has just pointed out, | assert, Sir, that there can
never be any equity without growth. Today, we are faltering or
stagnating into a position where a 6% growth rate,-- although much
better than the past- is nothing to be proud of. In the past few
decades, the rest of the world has shown us that double digit growth is
possible. It is possible not just in the so-called Tiger economies of the
small countries in South East Asia, but also In big countries, bigger
than ours. Sir, the Resolution seems to hark back to some sort of a
vision of a golden era. Which golden era are we talking about? Are we
talking about the past fifty years? What world-class Industry have we
built? Our share in the world trade, our market share In various
industries worldwide, has shrunk to a minimal position. What are these
large, world-class, industries that we are so afraid of decimating?
What are the great social achievements in the past fifty years that we
are so proud of, that we are afraid of losing it? Yes, Sir, we have had
social achievements. But | don't think anybody will dispute that our
huge population growth has neutralised most of any growth, of any
social benefits, or equity that has been built up in our country in the
last fifty years. Or, shall we hark back to only 15 or 20 years, or to the
80's as was being talking about? Undoubtedly, if you look at the
statistics, the growth rates in the 80's do seem attractive but, Sir, can it
be denied that the growth in the 80's was primarily due 'to high
Government spending? Where did those huge Government spendings
come from? They had come from borrowings. Why are we stuck with
such huge interest repayments which
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we are now bequeathing to future generations? It is because of those
loans, it is because of that high Government spending that we are in a
rut today. Is that the way? Sir, it is an artificial concept of what a
golden 'er% of our country's growth ought to be. In pursuing such an
agenda, we will continually get stuck in a rut of worrying about the 10%
of the population of the country, at the cost of the balance 90%. This
can be in the form 0 worrying about the organised sector, as opposed
to the unorganised sectoi workers, if we worry about the labour policy.
It can apply across-the-board to everything else. Sir, the engine of
every prosperous society is commerce, it is value addition. It is not this
narrow-blinded aim of providing a job at any cost; it is a question
whether any value is added or whether any product is created. It is the
by-product which leads to the prosperity of any country. Take the
example of IT industry. Sir. Today, our IT industry is talked about
globally; not just talked about, it is acknowledged universally as the
major significant feature of the Indian Economy.

Sir, the world does not recognise much about India, it
recognises that we are a nuclear power; it recognises that we are a
democracy; it recognises that we are an IT super-power; and it
recognises that we win beauty contests. Out of these, only the nuclear
power tag is something that can be credited* to Government's
achievements. We are a democracy because, we, as a people, wish to
be so. We are an IT super-power, not because of Government's
intervention or Government's help, but despite it. We also win beauty
contests. Sir, it is also not because of Government's assistance, but
despite it. There is a lesson to be learnt, and the lesson is that it is not
the Government's job to directly try to attempt to do things against the
nature of mankind. It is the Government's job, Sir, to facilitate, it is the
Government's job, Sir, to provide the platform on which we can
achieve our potential.

Sir, | do not want to take too much time, but | do wish to laud
many things that the hon. Member, Shri Jibon Babu, has pointed out. |
do wish to laud that we, as a country, have failed in providing basic
primary education! He pointed out the figures of budgetary allocations
made in this area, which are pathetic. He also pointed out our lack of
application, our lack of allocation to help, which ought to be lauded.
But this is precisely the point | have been making. The point | have
been making is that it is the Government's job to focus on facilitating
the basic needs of the country, and to unleash the talents and the
economic forces in this country, which
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will, by achieving their potential, provide the employment, provide the
prosperity, that he so eloquently sought for our country. Sir, we must
have the intellectual honesty, as hon. Memiajj'Shri Faleiro, was
saying. We must have the intellectual honesty to acknowledge that
there are many items in our policies that need correction. But our
policies do not need dumping en masse. We may need correction
here or there. Sir, let me give an example. When | was talking about
harping back to some sort of a golden era, would he wish that we harp
back to an era when there was great equalisation? Over 50 years, Sir,
that contributed to the decimation of the economy of this country in the
east. Sir, we still have anomalies in our policies. The Railway Budget
will be coming up for discussion and we shall be taking up certain
anomalies there, on behalf of my party and on behalf of my State. Sir,
in aiming at a populist Budget, we today have a scenario, where within
the State of Orissa - where we have the third largest deposit of
chromate and many other minerals in the country - within the State of
Orissa, Sir, it costs more to transport ore than to export it outside,
thousands of miles away, to China and to Japan. We have created a
scenario. Sir, by these policies of the last 50 years, where it
encourages us to export raw ore rather than to do value addition in our
country. That is not a golden era to which we ought to be going back.
That is not a golden era at all, in fact. So, we need to correct some
aspects of our policy. But in conclusion, | must say, Sir, that it is not
despite these policies, it fs because of these policies that we have
achieved any gains that we have in the last ten years. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Thank you very much,

Mr. vice-Chairman, Sir. By this Resolution, Mr. Jibon Roy
wants to bring to the notice of this Government that the disparity
should be removed. | am at a loss to understand how this Government
is going to remove the disparity among the people.

Sir, the Budget says, 27 per cent of the receipts is by way of
loan, and, at the same time, 26 per cent of that income is paid by way
of interest on loans. | would like to know from the Government the
total amount of debt that India has to repay and whether the
Government is going to repay the amount at any point of time or the
Government will be paying only the interest. | think, Sir, every year,
loan Is obtained from foreign countries, and the interest. also will be
increasing proportionately, | don't think, this Government can remove
the disparity among the people, with its own
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resources. Sir, Rs.3,00,075 crores is received, and 27 per cent of this is by
way of loans. So, the actual receipts are only Rs.2,75,000 crores, out of
which, Rs. 11,600 crores is paid by way of interest, and the remaining
amount left for national development is Rs. 1,60,000 crores. How is it
possible to bring this disparity under control?

Sir, nowadays, the position is that the rich are becoming richer and
the poor are becoming poorer day by day. The reason for that is that the
conscience of the people has been lost. Nobody thinks of building the
nation: everybody thinks of building himself. This is the tendency of the
people. Nobody has the patriotism, nobody is for the development of this
nation, and everybody is thinking of building himself. In this way, one has
to think about how this disparity can be removed.

Shri Jibon Roy has mentioned about the agricultural sector. Now,
the agricultural sector is labour-oriented. There is no value or dignity for a
labour-oriented profession, and only persons with white-collar jobs and
those who want to earn without doing any work, either manual or even
brainy work, are respected. The Government is also respecting only those
people. No respect is given to the agriculturists. There is no respect for
sincerity and truthfulness, but, if a person is able to commit a fraud, is able
to deceive and is able to cheat, he is respected in life. The poor
agriculturist is not able to maintain himself. Even a person who has even a
small capital or even a person who runs a pan shop, is respected in the
society: a person with ten acres of land has no respect in the society. He
is not able to earn anything for his day-to-day life. This situation has to be
tackled.

Now, among the uneducated youth, there is a lot of
unemployment. There is no guarantee of employment to the educated
youth. On the one side, everyone has to be educated. On the other, the
educated persons are not getting any employment. You are not able to
provide employment. Naturally, those educated people become frustrated
and they join some terrorist organisation. The Government should take
necessary steps to provide self-employment to the educated youth. | am
happy that the Minister who is holding charge of the Department of Banking
is here. When a honest person approaches the bank for loan, the same is
denied to him. But the person who is capable of cheating the bank, is given
loan by the bank. In fact, the number of defaulters is increasing. They are
contributing to the NPAs of the bank. When a person is able to earn in a
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honest manner, he is not respected. But when a person is able to make
quick money through short-cut method, he is respected. The people who
.are Involved in smuggling and in other unlawful activities are able to fund
politicians during elections. The people who earn illegal money, are able.to
fund elections and they are respected. But honest persons are not
respected. That is why the poor people and honest persons are not able to
come up in their life and lead a dignified life, have two square meals a day
and clothing. But the persons who are not sincere, who resort to illegal
activities, are leading a better life. They are holding this Government. |
would request that the Government should evolve some method to remove
the disparity between the rich and poor; and the gap that exists between
these two should be closed. With this, | conclude my speech,

st g By Miaw (STREA) @ Iua9ege Aeied, Uod &9 a9l §
3N ISRIBRYT, ATIRS YHSIBRUI, RIS YT, FFeai o1
SIS 9 BT € | ST SRR GITAT b BX 9% UR IS € | ST e H Tg-g ifrai
A & € | B9R < B SN TP T 2 a8 W) gl G4 9 a1 & | WA |
U A I S-S, A AT 997 |, Sfedl F a1 &% 1 8% <9 7 9
AR F o 7, TR <2 7 f WiaR o) foran € | 3@ goand s
SR & TR A gs ol [Aaraeiicr <27 3R i) gl & quif 7 59 Wi R R
fora oiR IR <91 3 59-919 R4 Iomfae o @ F1 I8 I 9 T Bl
JUTAT, 3R MfEH GURT B SIRY 7@ | Bh 3aT1 8 f6 39 WHR 7 39
311erep GERT H SRT ol BR &1 8 | 8T ARDR DUF D1 4T X&l, AYeh AId Dl
WRBR, Sl BT FHIT GRBR A1, A W& «if et aa foedl ff o
S 7 IE 81 Bl [ 39 FI B 95 |1, §9 I DI 3RAIpd B &l | feq &1
ST I8 TTSdYH 8 S99 fadl 3T {1 59 I &1 gge1 &1 BIs U3 &) UgT
T 81T | T8 IR o W el ¢ o S A g Q9 3 WeR dR o © o
I T BT 89 2T 951 A | olfh $Hb fha=add | Sl $© IIY 8 I
foparaa= & S & IR | g5 GIra <1 A2y | H e =redn g F 98 W
forgT et it 59 fawy oR dlel, 37T dicl, I<1 3fellemT @I & I8 T8l g
=Y o1, 98 &1 BT 1Y o1, oif a8 {5t 7 71 a1 5 or@ ar g
IRV AR S1 ‘hfa-ic 73 IJ8T R 93 &, S A Uil & aRss a1 fi & | §
IP] S AT | SR I&f S99 & Al BT AL..ULERT Uh TH1e
YTl AT RTART BRAS SHR AT & TeTHAT Sff &Y 3red, fagry, areroRly
STt 7 foraT | SHP! U A5 H UgdhR A §

*We want to have a technology evolved to suit Indian conditions, a
technology which ensures not only mass production but also
production by masses."
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3R $HD! MU ofdl Al TR G BNl | § Tap 3R ISTHR0T <1 A8l
g 1 A I8 < B [ BR 981 W8 R, ISR IS 3R ISR IR 51
TS gd 94 &, I8 Al IR g+, 918 T8} UR §+, 8% Udh Jo B Tdl ARBR
ST W ajel BR ol & | 3R 379 [Sh 4 Y 8, FIR GHITY | AR Il &
FIed €, BATE STET H 91T € 7 FhR GURBGIRE ¢ # Feid & | 3R MY BRI
{ FHR BN Al AIBT I =l b gall IR el S o Sl &, 8% ob R,
AR IR AT PR TR AR I IA7 a1 ST 2 | I8 79 IP Igell Il § o
TP IED! AT BT UFT YRT 8] 811 | 59 U4 BT Q1 H 31T T STl b [pit
T 3! 7 a2 B, 7 fhdl 4 Farer guT &iR 7 7 U1 o1 9 §BR
Bam | ¥ U 91a FeT1 a1ed § % 3111 5Td 21 H Ao a9 Bl B9 8141 § I8
3R HeMHT I 7 B~ AG Wfh §RT 81 Al 394 Ag 2Afh Bl B e |
$H OX SITGT oY oifehT BOTRT —HdrsT @M T B el ST | 3o+ fai
{5 ¢ B Hed & TET BN o6 98 |1 TeT b U & Fefcl T2l 3R S
U7 SITRT T A1 S99 U/ DI Sl T oI Th ag el (T ST Favell & | A
for<ft a1 ®Ig mufy &1 ERMY &R A &1 B frel T | 39 s ff 9970 8k
AT 21fth BT SYATT BT, STTh! BIH Tl |

F g e <1 ArEar g1 3l 89 IR SR S I8 1 31T a1
JIR B 1 I8 &1 T UMD GoR PNl =TI R BT, e 3 gar
PN 3T GIR BN | AT IR BT Aaerd [Hegel aRacd T8 81 F8 S
ST AT g1 &A1 Al GUR 81 GHdT1 § | 1S M9 H I8 arel AN Bl ST 1 e
BT 8 98 ol ¥ e 87 81 Wl § Saey SWHTd 8idl 2] Sde Bl SXIATd 9
BIITHR] BT BIAT AT T STHIF DI dre & foIT BT I1feT? B foami
B T A JdTs gaTs & [l Gaex T8l 811 AM2Y] 3R ¢aex] Bl S&HTd
TE! BT 3R &1 91l BT SRHETS ol SAH AT Ifh RN 3R AN BT B
el 337 Hae § AR 59 & ST i e 99 & IR § I8 S 73T TorsT
T, 399 Pel T & foe

"We will carefully analyse the effects of globalisation, calibrate
the process of it by devising a time-table to suit our national
conditions and requirements so as not to undermine, but
strengthen the national economy, the indigenous industrial
base and the financial and services sector".

IR ST SR RIT 82 B! Tal 7R <A1 A1 | 399 B
T 2 o/ PR Sif fIg] & 9a a1 @ SHS X IRAR & 10-20 SRS
P! B et 21 g31 il 8 & ool 871 4 89 581 $BR & Pogs 4§ W © |
TR & 37U+ YT URFIRT ST H Y0 PR & DN 3R Pogs H Wl ANl Bl
e a1 SN SS¥ ], BIeS ST 3R T Wl S8 Bl BTH BT |
B U8 Pel [ SHRI Wil Jigl 81 718 YRAT BT Wi F $AIY 319 89 AFID
BREF 3R IR BICATSSR SRMAT BT | 596 I & folg ug] & &
ST BT | §H U RS Yors] 3 W1 BT —
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Special efforts will be made in animal husbandry, dairy,
particularly, in respect of so and so.... 89 % U &I <1 9T | &A1 &1 59

TE B AT TS | U [ AT FAN | Y g |9, fawg § @R
IR HaT 1Y IR fIamRie <21l o1 81 dHeoll AT | 931 T BT+l ATE 3T 2 |
U ©IS aTell Saharell AT I8 Hls bl 8x1- el U1 Raafrar o7 3R 3fu+ agd
3TST MG HIAT T | IAP 95 H 9gd FAIRYT Ja<it &ff IS &< =91
REcTe A1 | U1 g1 1 YT U$ AT AR B 9 G IS | IF °lg | GHT
g B AT | TS HHSIR B AT SHFBT I ol AT FATRIT 7T T ot 3fiR
T8 Y& q #R M| fABToT S e 31t [ a1l it S °ls Bl g IR
BN T Bl 94T e (31 3R G! U ISP M S &l 9IS P 8 °1 831
BTd fopar faefia <ei <1 faerefier 3R ) g & <=1 &1 S9! g W)
B T BT 71 1 QAT 3R S8 STegdrol # WaR & fora | fe gfvan
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3ITAT F & A1 &A1 Yoob AT ST B! BT ot S 81 &A1 AT Yodb Bl
FTIT A1 TS AT 5 B AT & 3MR AToT 89 =11 fafd & 3 € g Frafa
PR IT © 19 AT B T2 & | IX 37T od ANS | i gl IRE W §B
W 319 fharaae # dened &= 21 afe forarage #§ Fenes o3 o g9
37e] eI § GUR Bl Fehell ©] ISTERYT b AR IR STEIT H & [y &4
BT Y| STET Hifd aF 9918 offe arafae N |1 82 T aRaR
& 9<d7 | U8al hed o &9 &1, BR & 39 I8 Iy g a1fed &9 <1 g9IRT
e TP ASH] 81 AT ASHT | 3T I T I8 ST held 81T, T 3T
gqd oy TR € ? Aifed & TARNE 8X §a dlel IR B ol & &
SHGIG -8l BRd| BIs JIR 781 8, PIs Ule] JIR T8l & al 99 B & §979
ISR H| B & 3D Y&l H? T8I a1 Up URAR U b | Ui, Il Uep gl
| Ueh TH of ol T8 999 URFIC of I 12 BIs Uord! BIIal drgl, Jiie & o
Jl FTe ARBRI AR T B GBI &b Al I1e IRTE Bl bl b Al a8 AHas
o oI, IR qdbiet 991 STR1T U URAR T HTH ST9 BTHI BT SSTaRT 8T IH 6
QNI D1 BT AT (314 T8T Geb-Yeb fth 6-6 BIHI H o 3Tl & | 317 AT
JHR T | A g B g S | T Dls PR DI IR & 59 S 3T gl-
A wrge |1 e d sgm

G STl 3R SISl & foy Rl b & WeTel Byl
T B AT & T ST IRBR 39T {ohanf=rd el 82 31T 981 IR TR
T ? 3D ST IRBR 39 U BT STANT 781 BT | 31dh 5T G¥hR 59
IRy BT GRUANT BT 81 P T AXDBR $H U Pl §AN Fal H oIl &,
TTZIC BT B | A 1Y fpdd1 82 T &7 o dig S19 781 © | foharaas &
39 g 3R 3¢ v &9 RER 8 | I WReRI ieER € 1 a1 g
BRI BT FhAaa= ST A1favl A 3R BT af AR <9 &I 3T fRucht
31! BT | 314} 31TY dll | 3779 F BIs Yo
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Tl faar #91 3 31 IR g9a U1 9RaR 7 $8 HeH So1Y 6 89 WaR! @9
DH B B & 3R Bl B B & Al Bl ST 7 3T B I8 8 | < arer €
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3eHt 1 fHaT BI. ASIGR B BIC HHAR! BT 3R A ST B S-S arel
Bl....(EGEM)... A S IGH T AT & ...(@aar™)... I g8 Hiferai Tod g7
7 Al UE WS H ...(FAUH)... STD! 78] BE I8, I 9l I JMheR & H a1 Ma &
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e 4 & R S 781 81f1, afcsd 59 | et B qRT 4919 3R 99
IoTIR ot firel Bxe ol B gRads &R 8k S99 R Iad- & &d ol
SEICI]

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA {West Bengal): Mr. Vice-
Chairman. Sir, | rise to support the Resolution moved by Shri Jibon
Roy. | also express my very serious concern about the decline in the
growth rate and in the quality of industrial production, the problems of
equity distribution and widening economic disparities. Since many of
the hon. Members have talked quite sensibly on the subject, | would
like to address some of the fundamentals. The policy that is being
pursued by the Government of India, as on today, quite vigorously
which was of course initiated in 1991, is the policy of neo-liberal
globalisation. The international experience of ours confirms it beyond
doubt that the growth of neo-liberal globalisation marches hand-in-
hand with' the growth of poverty as well as social polarisation. In terms
of neo-liberalism, we understand the market reserves and other things
In the best fashion and, by nature, the State is inept and inefficient,
and it cannot produce any result. It has always been so and it will
always be so, and therefore, everything must be privatised in order to
obtain the supreme objective of efficiency. Perhaps, it would help to
point out some of the characteristics of these two concepts, l.e.
globalisation and neo-liberalisation. Globalisation, no doubt, is an
objective fact but it is not true that it is an entirely new process, nor
does it mean the universal or definitive triumph of capitalism. It also
does not mean an end of revolution and transformation and
contradictions between social classes as well as countries. It is, of
course, a factual process. | must accept that globalisation is a factual
process or a new stage of an old process of internationalisation of
capital. | heard some very leading economists saying that this neo-
liberalism is nothing but transnationalisation of capital,
multinationalisation of production and, at the same time,
multinationalisation or standardisation of taste or culture, over and
above, everything sanctified by the international lending agencies like
the IMF, the World Bank or the WTO for the present. Sir, while we are
following the course of neo-liberalism or dispensations of neo-
liberalism, | am constrained to say that
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there are three 'C's which represent it in short. The first 'C is,
consolidation of capital and that too capital of a crony nature or capital
of a speculative nature or what is being termed by different
economists in the world today as casino capitalism. Sir, | am told by
leading economists that nearly 28 trillion dollars are in circulation
around the world, and out of these, only 6 trillion dollars are being
used in productive activities, and the rest of the amount, that is, 22
trillion dollars, is being used as speculative capital which is volatile by
nature. This is the first 'C. The second 'C is consumerism, because
this system of neo-liberat economy cannot exist without consumerism
or what is called hedonism. Consumerism or hedonism is where the
lust for market, grabbing the big bourgeoisie, creates false needs
amongst the people at large and allure them to have everything, in the
world in their drawing room. People, particularly, the young people,
become crazy to have everything notwithstanding his or her economic
capacity. This phenomenon has certainly led to a serious and an
almost insurmountable problem of social imbalance. This is being
observed almost every day and virtually everywhere. The problems of
social imbalance are evident everywhere and the people - not all, but
quite an alarming number -are involved in an ugly sort of anti-social
activities. The third 'C is corruption. Corruption has become a way of
life. When the capitalist economy is trying to survive, it is trying to
survive by envisaging this new liberal globalisation. And the fourth C is
crime. The crime of horrendous proportions, horrifying proportions,
has gone up many-fold. Every day when we open the newspapers, we
find newer sorts of crimes being perpetrated. And a large section of
young people, who have been rendered unemployed, who have been
rendered uneducated, are'indulging in all sorts of criminal activities.
The number of crimes have gone up, especially in the last 10 years.
And these are the problems which ought to be considered while
assessing the country's growth.

Sir, the time is short at my disposal. Hence | am not going into
the details. | will only give you some facts. | quote from the Annual
Report of the Reserve Bank, 1999-2000. When we compare the
figures pertaining to agricultural production with those of 1997-98 and
1998-99, - | am not comparing with 1990-91 - the foodgrains
production has marginally increased. | must accept this. Also, the
production of rice has increased. But the production of coarse cereals
has come down in the year 1999-2000. The production of jute and
mesta has also come down considerably. Look at the industrial
situation. Some industries have shown an accelerated rate
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of growth in 1998-99. The Annual Report of the Reserve Bank states
that some industries, which had shown an accelerated rate of growth
in 1998-99, egistered a decline, and slowed down in 1999-2000.
Notable among these are metal products & parts, rubber, plastic,
petroleum and coal products. What is. more interesting is that the
industries or the industrial groups which performed extremely well in
1999-2000 were those that had not performed well in the preceding
year. But it is only statistically so. To be precise, the performance was
10 per cent in 1997-98. Earlier, in 1996-97, the performance was 20
per cent. Now, the performance has become 12 per cent. So, it
registered a growth rate of 20 per cent. Therefore, it is a jugglery of
statistics. As we all know, statistics is what is plus or minus the 100
per cent. Sir, even though the total number of units in the SSI sector
had marginally increased in 1998-99 as compared to 1997-98, the
value of production and exports has gone down. What is more
alarming is the employment situation in the SSI sector. Even though
these units were expected to employ a large number of young people,
the employment has gone down considerably. Employment in 1997-98
was 4.5% and from that it decelerated to 2.6% only. The exports of
SSI have also decelerated.

Some of the hon. Members and my learned friends were
referring to some States, unfortunately. Even though, while talking
about neo-liberal globalisation and it's implementation part, we
definitely compare the States, but it is not the States that determine
the national economy. It is the national economy that influences the
States. The State of West Bengal, the State of Orissa, the State of
Bihar cannot formulate a special economy, notwithstanding the
economy of the nation. The international experience suggests that
social services become the biggest victim in this neo-liberalism. The
States have to roll back. The primary dispensation of the neo-liberal
economy is that the State has to roll back from all the activities. And
when the States are rolling back, the international experience
suggests that access to social services is left to the individual effort or
to the market forces, and the poverty increases. Hence, even while
structural adjustment programmes are being implemented, as it has
been done quite vigorously in pur country, our priority social action
programme should also be properly and sincerely designed to revive
the social order. This cannot be accomplished by the pattern of social
sector that the present-day Government is envisaging. Sir, some
experiences have also demonstrated that governmental investment in
education and health facilities sector has obtained dividends, whereas
some studies reveal that serious imbalance
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between social development and economic growth can seriously
impede reduction in poverty, whatever might be statistically
painted by the Government and the Government agencies.

Let us take the example of Sri Lanka, a small neighbouring
country of ours. In Sri Lanka, the reforms in post 1977 period included
reliance on market, market forces and the private sector, as the key
instruments of growth, the phasing out of the subsidies - as we are
doing now - the administered prices, and moving from the universal
social welfare to a much publicised targeted programmes, and Sri
Lanka observed a sharp increase in economic inequality; and the
persistence of a high level of poverty and malnutrition was also quite
evident in Sri Lanka. The expectation that market will operate
effectively to bring the poor back into the mainstream of development
was never accomplished and it could newer be accomplished. The
structural adjustment programme failed to address the deep-rooted
structural impediments in poverty alleviation. | need not go into the
details of the experiences of the SAPs in many other developing
countries, particularly, the sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America or \a
Asian countries. Everywhere, the experience is the same and the
experience Is quite horrifying. Whether or not we accept the reality, the
experience, the world over, is quite horrifying. Sir, inequality between
the North and the South of the globe has increased. | have some
statistics with me. In 1730, the per capita income of the northern
hemisphere and the southern hemisphere was equal. In 1930, after
200 years, during the period of great recession, the inequality was four
times. Four times more earning or more per capita income was there
with the northern hemisphere countries. In 1980, it became eight
times. From mid-Eighties, the neo-liberal economy started pursuing its
designs. In 1989. the 20% rich of the world grabbed 83% of the
earnings which has further gone up to a horrible state in the Nineties;
and the changes introduced in the capitalist system, at a time when
globalisation is accelerating, accompanied and fostered by neo-iiberal
doctrine, have entailed, inter alia, that some 20 developed countries,
with only one-fourth of the world population, hold around three-fourths
of the world's revenues, total trade and loan flows, and even the
consumption of raw materials and natural resources. And what is more
disproportionate and unfair is the recognition that the seven richest
countries in the world or the so-called G-7 countries alone, possess
66% of the Gross Product of revenues of the planet.
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Sir, this is the design being mooted by them and this is the
design being advanced by them. Even after all this international
experiences, these horrifying experiences, we, the Leftists, who are
ardently endeavouring to uphold the cause of the common people, the
poor people, the economically marginalised people, are being
accused by the ruling clique that we are unreasonably opposing the
Neo Liberalism; we are not rational in opposing disinvestment; we are
not rational in opposing privatisation; we are not rational in opposing
liberalisation, but we have been told that we are unreasonably
opposing the Neo Liberalism. The latest resort of the moribund and
decadent capitalism the worid over to tide-over their inherent and
insurmountable crisis. It is simply ridiculous that the political
culmination of some anti-people forces are posing to be national and
pro-people. The advanced, developed, countries who are conspiring
incessantly to push up the poor population of their own countries on
the vast number of common people of the so-called Third Worid, less
developed countries or LDCs...

THE - ~-CHAIRMAN {SHRI SURESH PACHOURI) : Mr.
Bhattacharya, please conclude.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Yes, | am concluding. | am
also In a hurry. | am just finishing,

| have some incriminating documents which | cannot place,
unfortunately. The vast cross-section of the toiling masses has began
to realise that a serious conspiracy, full of duping and deceit, is being
hatched in the laboratories of the finance capitallstteally Imperialist
countries, particularly the USA and their cohorts. The AOCs or the
debtor counties who championed the Neo Liberalism are now
somehow prescribing a Programme of Actions to Mitigate the Social
Costs of Adjustment, which is, in short, being called as PAMSCAD,
alongside the economic reforms programme, with the objective of
alleviating the sufferings of the poor and vulnerable sections of the
society. However, the PAMSCAD also, up till now, could not achieve
most of its objectives because of implementation of a large number of
projects with limited resources and poor targeting.

Sir, 1 will just conclude by showing you the whopping Increase
in the prices of one of the most essential commodities, i.e., drugs and
pharmaceuticals. Sir, even though a question was put in this House, a
vague answer was given. Now, ! do have the statistics. What is the
range or
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percentage of increase of some very essential drugs? | will just quote it
and finish. | have a very interesting answer from the Labour Minister.
Yesterday, | got these answers from the Labour Minister and the
Minister of Consumer Affairs. | don't have the time to quote those
figures. Sir, the problem of malnutrition in our country is quite rampant.
Diarrhoea is a problem of poverty; diarrhoea is a problem of
malnutrition; diarrhoea is a problem of bad eating, not poor eating.
During February, 94 - March, 98, the prices of anti-diarrhoeal drugs
increased even up to 59 per cent; the prices of pancreatic and
hepatobiliary drugs increased to the tune of 62 per cent; the prices of
digestive enzymes increased from 2 per cent to 51 per cent; and the
prices of synthetic hormones increased from 5 per cent to 108 per cent.
Some friends of ours were talking about family planning TRaR &1 &

T | B9 81 89 S 181, 89 U gHRI U BT 11 |

The cost of contraceptives has gone up manifold. This is the
programme that you are pursuing. This is the way by which you want
to control the population. The poor people cannot afford the cost of
contraceptives. The cost of contraceptives has gone up by 11 to 28
per cent. The prices of tropical hormones have gone up to 138 per cent.
Antidiabetic drugs - | was having a discussion with the hon. Health
Minister only the other day. He was telling that nearly 16 million people
suffer from diabetes in this country of ours.

MISS MABEL REBELLO (Madhya Pradesh): It is three crores.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: It is three cores! Thank you
very much for correcting me, Madam. He told me that more than 16
million people suffer from Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus, IDDM. The
prices of anti-diabetic drugs have gone up from 2 per cent to 187 per
cent. The drug which was costing us Rs. 12 in 1990 is costing us Rs.210
now.

Even then, you, some of my hon. friends and colleagues, say,
"Neo-liberalisation zindabad; globalisation zindabad," Sir, the prices of
sedating and tranquillisers have gone up to 176%. Everybody understands
antibiotics. The prices of antibiotics have gone up to 139%.

Another disease of the poor population of ours is TB. TB drug
prices have gone up to 113%. The Vice-President was saying in a
function, the other day, that even now, we are a country which,
unfortunately, has
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the maximum lepers. Leprosy is an endemic disease. But the prices of anti-
leprosy drugs have gone up to 326%. | am surprised. Imagine the policy of
the Government! Even after this, some of my hon. friends try to defend
this Government! Even after this, some of my friends would say that
this Government is pro-people and pro-nation. Even after this sort of
statistics, some of our friends would say that we are anti-national and
they are national; they would sing the National song and we should not.
| do not feel that they should be accorded that credit.

Sir, malaria is another endemic disease. Now, the prices of anti
malaria drugs have gone up to 174%. | have many other figures, but |
can' quote them over here, because of the time constraint.

What have you done in the area of exports and imports? What
is the situation in exports and imports? Let me read from the answer
to a question put by Shri Lalitbhai Mehta. who probably sits on the
other side, and Smt. Savita Sharada. My sister is missing. However, the
Commerce Minister gave the answer. | would just quote it. Gems and
jewellery were imported into this country, in the year 1996-97, to the tune
of US$ 4,752.71. What is the report in 1999-20007 It is almost double.
Who are the beneficiaries of this neo-liberalism? It is only the filthy rich
people. The filthy rich people, who do not find a way out to spend their
money are the ones benefited. The import of gems and jewellery has
gone up to US$ 7,636 from US$ 4,752! | have simply quoted from the
answer given by the Commerce Ministry, Government of India, on 27™
November, 2000.

Sir, the Labour Minister also accepts that there is a loss of
employment. The entire country is now reeling under the burden of
unemployment. The unemployment problem has gone up manifold
during the years of neo-liberat economic policies pursued by the
Government of India. Right from 1991, the unemployment problem has
gone up, The Labour Minister has been very modest in saying that the
workers of some of the public sector units who have accepted the
VRS do not come in the category of unemployed, But they have
become unemployed. Their sons and daughters did not get any job on
compassionate grounds or any other ground. Thousands and crores of
people have been rendered unemployed,

Sir, you have cautioned me, and | am also in a hurry to leave, |
do not want to go further even though | have many incriminating and
interesting figures. We raise questions, we raise our voice, we rush
some questions and some answers are given. Even if we make very
serious points, no
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importance is given to those. I, sometimes, feel, perhaps, we are
talking in a house of deaf. The Treasury Benches are filled with deaf
people only. They do not want to listen to the voices of the people,
who are the poor ones, the marginalised ones, the ones who can't get
potable water, who don't have access to sanitation, who do not have
access to clothing, and who do not have access to their own food.

We are talking about those people, but the Government is
refusing to listen about them, | wonder how long this kind of activity
would continue.

With exasperation, indignation and anguish, | have expressed
whatever | can. | do not have enough time to mention all the things.
With these words, | conclude. Thank you, Sir.

MISS MABEL REBELLO (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, | thank you
for this opportunity. Sir, t support this resolution of hon. Shri Jibon Roy.
| also share the views expressed by my friend Manoj Bhattacharya.
This year the Finance Minister in his recent Budget stated that the
growth of GDP would be 6.5 per cent. We all know that the
Government has already announced that it is going to reduce,
downsize the Government by 2 per cent a year in the next five years.
That means 10 per cent of the people will be losing jobs. | just want to
concentrate on the poorer section of our people. Recently in his
Budget Speech, the Finance Minister has announced reduction in the
rate of interests on small savings. Sir, as you know last year and this
year, the Government has been consciously making an effort to
encourage women to start Self-help Groups. The concept of the Self-
help Group is that they want women to save, and If women save
money in small groups, they can get bans from the banks and other
financial institutions. Maybe, the loan can be ten times of the savings.
The Idea is to help women to get consumption loan and the other is to
instil Into them the habit of credit and thrift and to encourage them to
start some business. Now women all over the country have started
these Self-help Groups and have started saving money, small money.
Now, on that money too, the Finance Minister has reduced the rate of
interest. Women alt over the country are depressed today. The little
money that they have saved, on that money they have reduced the
rate of interest. As it is today, the SC, ST, backward classes, women
and people in disadvantageous position do not possess super
speciality skills and that is why they cannot get jobs. Earlier these poor
people were able to get jobs from the Government and from the
PSUsr But now these doors are shut. | think even till last week
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they were hopeful of getting jobs in the nationalised banks because
these banks have recruitment boards. But now even these boards
have been abolished and as a result the SC, ST, backward classes
and women will not get jobs in the banks. Only people with super
speciality such as MBA or Ph.D from the JNU or some other university
will be employed in these banks. What will happen to the poorer
sections of the people? They will not get jobs in the organised sector at
all. What is happening in the unorganised sector? We all know that the
unorganised sector is the biggest employer of these particular sections
of the society because they are voiceless people. | do not know what
will happen to the poor population of this country. Sir, we know that the
rich of this country which constitutes only 3 per cent only comer almost
60 per cent of the national wealth. The bottom 40 per cent have hardly
got five per cent of this wealth. The balance 50 or 55 per cent people
get hardly 33 per cent. When these 40 per cent people hardly have
access to only five per cent wealth and when unemployment is looming
large on their faces, | think, they will have no alternative but to commit
suicide. As it is, because of its anti-farmer policy of this Government, a
large number of farmers, members of the farming community whether
they are in Andhra or whether they are in Karnataka, are committing
suicide. Daily we are reading reports about them. We know about it.
Still this Government does not want to open its eyes. A coconut which
was being sold for Rs.7 is now being sold for Rs. 2 only. The farmer
does not want even to pluck coconuts. Rubber which was being sold at
Rs. 80 per kg is now being sold at Rs. 20 per kg. Some of our
colleagues from Kerala also own rubber plantations and one of them
shared his views with me. He said, "I have given my entire rubber
plantation for slaughter because growing rubber is uneconomic for me
and | cannot pay to the labourers." It is supposed to be a skilled job.
Mr. Rajagopal, who is from Kerala, is sitting there. He knows about it.
That is the plight of the people...{Interruptions)...He knows better than
me because he hails from that region. Similar is the case with mustard
growers, groundnut growers, tea, coffee and all that. Just now they
have raised the customs duty a bit. | do not know how much of relief
will it give to the farmer. The farmer is really in a bad condition. Now,
they have imposed customs duty on copra - desiccated coconut - and
palm oil, but they have left out soyabean. They have not raised the
customs duty on soyabean oil. With this, the people who are growing
soyabean, particularly in Madhya Pradesh, from which, Sir, you and |
come, will again commit*suicide. These people, instead of encouraging
the farmers to create wealth for themselves,
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are just going ahead and trying to discourage the farmers. First of all,
our farmers do not have targe holdings. They have got small,
uneconomic holdings. The land is barren and bad, They do not have
water. They do not have electricity. They wait for the rain god. If it
rains, they get some yield. Otherwise, they get nothing. Sir, 50 per cent
of our farmers are like this and, added to it, they have got this
disadvantage, t do not know how can they survive.

This morning, | spoke to the Education Minister also. The Birla-
Ambanl Report has come and, if, by any chance, the Government
implements this Report, | think, the poorer sections of the people will not
have any access to higher education or higher skills. With this, even
the little aspiration that they have is totally stifled. | do not know how they
are going to fend for themselves. How will they survive? What will they
do? | know of drivers, peons, here, in Delhi, who starve themselves to
send their children to expensive English medium schools. Sometimes,
| ask them, "Why do you do this?" They say, "Since we have no life, at
last, we want some better life for our progeny.” But, can they afford this
luxury? Even if, today, they educate their children by sending them to
English medium schools by starving themselves, are you sure that
their children will get a job?

There is reservation for the SC/STs. | feel it is a mockery. It
has got no meaning. With the liberalisation policy, with the downsizing of
the Government, with the disinvestment in the RSUs, with the ban on
recruitment in our banks, | do not think, the SC/STs or OBCs will ever get
jobs in the organised sector. There is a large gap between the salaries
of workers in the organised and unorganised sectors. In the
unorganised sector, they get a pittance. So, with this, they, definitely,
will not be able to lead a decent life.

We talk about the empowerment of women. What sort of
empowerment is there? Women, first of all, have got a lot of
disadvantages. You and | know it. All the time we are fooling our
women. We are trying to tell them that "all right, we are giving you
reservation.” We gave reservation in Panchayats and then we make a
mockery of them. OhI¥ &I g, ¥ Wxug ufd ¥ | So, instead of
encouraging them, instead of telling them, "Come on, you start some
economic activity." Instead of telling them, "We are here to help you out
and strengthen you economically”, you are
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doing something else. Only when they are economically strong, only
when they can generate money for themselves, only when they can
create wealth for themselves, the women can be happy. But there
are" no policies that are stated by the Government either in the
Budget or in the President's Address. What will happen to the
women? They will be further discouraged. They will be further
impoverished. It is realty a very, very sad thing. It is all bad talk. We
talk about women's empowerment and things like that.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Would
you like to continue or would you like to conclude?

MISS MABEL REBELLO: If you give a few minutes more, |
will complete. You give me two minutes. Sir, similarly, you take the
handloom sector, you take the handicrafts sector, you take the tiny
industries. Who work in all these sectors? A large number of women
work in these sectors. Whether it is agriculture, whether it is bidi
industry, whether it is fishing industry, it is women that work and it is
women that are mostly exploited in this sector. | do not think they are
getting living wages. They are getting very meagre wages.

In spite of that they are working there. With this liberalisation
and globalisation, all these units, like the pickle industry, the papad
industry, will be finished. Earlier women had been working in these
industries. But now, with this new policy, big units like the Hindustan
Lever, Nestle, and other multinationals, will come into the papad
industry, pickle industry, vadi industry and all such things because you
have given a large number of incentives to them. They will make it.
They will have brand names. They will sell it. So, these poor women,
who used to make papad, pickle and such other things, will not be
able to make them any more and sell them and get any income for
themselves. So, what we thought almost the purview of women, even
that has been taken away from them and given to the multinationals. |
do not know why this Government is trying to look after the interests of
multinationals and large companies. They want women and the poorer
sections of the society to die. Smt. Sushma Swarajji, one of our
women Ministers, is sitting here, | would appeal to her conscience,
and | would ask her to prevail upon her Prime Minister and her other
brothers in the Government to not to deny women their little segment
of job, particularly in making these small little things, whether it is* in
the handicraft
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sector or in the handtoom sector, or making plcWes, papad, vadies,
etc., otherwise, these things which were supposed to be their domain,
even these will be taken away from them. Consequently, the
multinationals will come and will make money for themselves. | appeal
to you, hon. Minister, to look favourably into these things. Thank you,
Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): The
discussion on this Resolution will continue on 16** March, 2001. Now,
there is one message from the Lok Sabha.

MESSAGE FROM THE LOK SABHA
The Judicial Administration Laws (Repeal) Bill, 2001.

SECRETARY-GENERAL: | have to report to the House the
following message received from the Lok Sabha signed by the
Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha.

"I am directed to inform you that the Judicial Administration
Laws (Repeal) Bill, 2000. which was passed by Rajya Sabha
at its sitting held on the 29™ November, 2000, has been
passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 2" March,
2001, with the following amendments:-

Enacting Formula
1 Page 1, line 1,-for
"Fifty-first' substitute

"Fifty-second"
2. Page 1, line 4,-For

"2000" Substitute
"2001"
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