RAJYA SABHA [2 March, 2001]

(c) The Vaccination (Repeal) BUI, 2000

(d) The Post-Graduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research,
Chandigarh (Amendment) Bill, 2000

(e) The Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill, 2000

RESOLUTION CONDEMNING BARBARISM ANO ANTI-
CIVILISATIONAL INTENT 6f TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE AND MINISTER OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, It
is my very sad duty
to bring to the notice of the House certain developments in
Afghanistan.

In the face of universal concern and despite protests and
cautions against taking any such step, the Taliban appear bent upon
committing a grave wrong, indeed, a sacrilege to humanity, to the
crvilisationa) and cultural inheritance of ail mankind by wanting to
destroy the Incomparable and unique statues of Buddha at Bamiyan.
It is tragic that this act of vandalism, the most extreme amongst the
many other acts of destruction of statues, artefacts and archaeological
treasures of Afghanistan Is being pursued despite a global outcry
against It.

This regression into medieval barbarism is precisely what
India, amongst many other countries, has been cautioning the world
against for so long. The international community has unequivocally
condemned and rejected the Taliban's ideological orientations which
have been responsible for the Taliban territories emerging as the
world's principal centre of international terrorism, illicit drugs and
violation of human rights, especially those of women.

Even at this late stage, we would like to convey that the
destruction of these precious manifestations of the cultural heritage of
humankind should stop. If the Taliban do not wish to retain this
inheritance, India would be happy to arrange for the transfer of all
these artefacts to India where they would be kept safely and
preserved for aH mankind, In the full knowledge and dear
understanding that they are, In the first place and above all, treasures
of the Afghan people themselves.
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| have, Sir, under your direction, therefore, chosen to share
the views of the Government in this regard. | will be very happy if the
House considers this particular development - as you had also
expressed a view in this regard - and unanimously and collectively
adopt a resolution. Whenever you so direct, Sir. | would be ready to
share it with the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can share it now.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: If you like, I will read it now. Sir, in
the light of that, therefore, | appeal to all sections of the House to
resolve unanimously as follows:

Today in this new millennium, when all civilisations are coming
together through dialogue and shared values, we are shocked by the
Taliban announcement of intended acts of religious fundamentalism
and terrorism against human culture and civilisation. They have moved
tanks and guns to destroy one of the .greatest examples of human
creativity. This intent of destroying the 2000 years old statues of
Buddha and the Buddhist shrines in Bamiyan would constitute an
appalling act of cultural vandalism.

This House unanimously condemns the barbarism and anti-
civilisational intent of the Taliban in Afghanistan in the strongest
possible terms. We hope, the world community, and specially the
United Nations will take note of this and prevail upon the Taliban in
Afghanistan to desist from this senseless destructive act.

DR. (SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA (Maharashtra) : Sir, |
think, it is the blackest day in the history of civilisation when this 2000-
yeais old world heritage is being destroyed by the so-called people
who parade as the protectors of Islam. Islam does not preach
destruction either of human beings or human rights or human property
and human civilisation. | am more distressed today because | am one
of those people who are fortunate enough to visit Bamiyan and | had
seen the magnificent 2000-year50Id statue of Buddha. | am not sure
whether the other monuments in Harta, which is just a few kilometres
away from Jalalabad, have already been destroyed, because India
has repaired them, protected them, restored them as they were the
finest example of architectural heritage. As the Leader of the House
and Foreign Minister said, if they cannot protect, we are prepared to
protect the world heritage and the property of the people of
Afghanistan.
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In the first Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, of
this millennium, in Amman, we had passed a resolution on dialogue
between cultures and civilisations and the role of Parliamentarians.
This area where on the banks of the Kabui river, where the Rig Veda
was written, which is the homeland of Gandhari, it is being destroyed.
It is not being destroyed now; its destruction has been going on for
many, many years.

But this act 6f vandalism should be condemned in the
strongest possible words throughout the world, not only through our
Parliament. Yesterday, when Mr. Faleiro was making his contribution, |
had mentioned that a strong message should go from both the Houses
of Parliament to the United Nations and UNESCO, because it was a
protected monument of UNESCO. This message and the Resolution,
which our Leader of the House has moved, would, naturally, be
unanimously adopted. It should also be sent to UNESCO and the
United Nations. Mr. Matsuura, the Director General of UNESCO, has
already condemned it, and so did Mr. Kofi Annan,

| think, a stronger world condemnation should be conveyed to
the Afghan regime, who are not only against the monuments but
against women also.

Thank You.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Mr. Chairman,
Sir, | associate myself with the Resolution moved by the hon. Leader
of the House and | fully endorse the sentiments expressed in the
Resolution, in the observations of the Leader of the House and the
Deputy Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha, who is also the Chairman of
the Executive Council of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Sir, words are not strong enough to condemn this act of
religious fundamentalism and cultural terrorism. What has happened
clearly demonstrates that in the course of civilisation, sometimes, we
are confronted with black patches like this. These are nothing but
aberrations.
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At the same time, their act of vandalism costs the world heritage
dearly. Therefore, | fully endorse the views of the Government of
India. | think, they should act in cooperation with the international
community, especially the United Nations, at least, to protect those
pieces of sculpture and artefacts, which are a part of our heritage.
And, after the restoration of sanity--1 don't want to use the word
'normalcy' - among the rulers of Afghanistan, they can be transferred
back to them. As | mentioned, sometimes, in the course of history, we
are confronted with this type of attitudes.

We saw it in the 30's when not so a backward country like
Afghanistan, but one of the most industrially and technologically
advanced countries considered it necessary that a world famous
scientist should be driven out of their land because he was a Jew. The
book of a Nobel laurate was burnt on the streets of Berlin because the
author was a Jew. It was not in the medieval age, but in the third
decade of the last century. Therefore, sometimes, it happens.

At the same time, we are reminded of the famous comment of
one of the historians. While commenting on the impact of the battle of
Kalinga, Vincent Smith observed, "The brightest interlude in the
troubled history of mankind came when the sounds of ghosha, the
beating of the drums, were drowned by the sounds of dharma ghosha,
the sound of teachers, the influence of one of the greatest teachers of
the world, that is Gautama Buddha.

Therefore, it is not a question of a statue, it is not a question
of being a part of the heritage, but it is an attack on the very basic
foundation of civilisation. | share the expectations of the hon. Leader
of the House and the hon. Deputy Chairperson of this House that the
world community would rise to the occasion, which it failed to do so in
the mid-thirties. Surely, in the beginning of this millennium, | do hope
the world community would rise to this occasion and take appropriate
steps. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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SHRI VEN'BLE DHAMMAVIRIYO (Jharkhand): Sir, | am very grateful,
Sir, to you for giving me this opportunity. | endorse the Resolution
moved by our hon. Foreign Minister and supported by the hon. Deputy
Chairman, condemning -the Taliban's attempt at destroying of the world's
renowned cultural heritage at Bamiyan. Buddhism is not a religion.
Buddha preached dharma for spreading love, compassion and
tolerance, tt is more than a religion; to understand each other, for the
benefit of each other, for the benefit of the whole of the people and to
understand the cultural background of the whole of the community. 1
had been to Bamiyan twenty-five years ago. It is such a beautiful
statue. | have never seen such a statue anywhere else though | have
travelled all over the world. The statue has been carved from the whole
mountain. It is not one statue, but there are two statues - one is 50
metres tall and the other is 35.5 metres tall. | have no words to express
my anguish. King Milanda, the grate Greek king, after embracing
Buddhism, took the initiative for carving out the statue, for erecting the
statue and selecting the site. We read about King Milanda in his book
"Between the conversion of King Milanda and Bikkhu Nagasena." It is
known as 'Milinda Parna’ - question of Milanda. Sir, you will find such
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a beautiful statue only in the surroundings of the meditation caves on
the hillock of Bamiyan Mountain. The sculptors of the statue used to
meditate the whole night first and then they used to start carving out
the statue. This statue created such a good relationship that people
from China, Mongolia, Russia used to come through the Silk Route
and that place was one of the biggest trade centres at that time. All
the spices which used to come from China and other places used to
be sold in that market. It was the biggest market for spices in the 4"
5" and 6 ™ Centuries. Sir, Ayodhya Bashubandhu and Ayodhya
Asangha are the great scholars of the Buddhist history, after Buddha.
Acharya Boshubandhu wrote his entire book under the shade of this
statue. King Harshavardhana of the present-day Ayodhya, invited
Acharya Bashubandhu from Kandahar to Ayodhya. He had written a
number of books on Buddhist ethics, and also on science and
technology. Both the brothers belonged to the Brahmin Community. At
that time, the entire population of that area, as mentioned by the Huen
Sang, belonged to the Brahmin Community. Today, we do not find
even a single Brahmin in that area. We cannot find any one. The
ancient cultural heritage and the spirit of the Indian tradition, which
used to be treated as a proud heritage in the whole world is no more
there. See Cambodia, Angkor-Vat, once it was destroyed by the Pol
Pot Government, but we sent our people, our experts to restore it.

They once again renovated it, and tried to preserve it. It
reflects the Indian history and culture, the human civilization. | very
much agree with our Deputy Chairman when she says that Islam does
not permit such destructions. When she went to Indonesia and Java,
she saw how nicely and beautifully the Istamic Government has
protected the Java Stupas. Today, | have no words to condemn this
action. | am very much grateful to my colleagues and to this august
House for taking the initiative to condemn the actions of the Taliban
Government. Those who are destroying these, | think, are themselves
on the way to destruction. It is a world-renowned cultural heritage,
civilization, which started from India. The Gandhara art is very, very
popular. Where will you get such an art? Where will you get such a
treasure of art? Such a treasure of art is being destroyed in the name
of religion. Where will our children go to see our forefathers'
achievements?- No religion permits such acts. | appeal to the whole
Muslim world to come forward to ensure the preservation of Buddha's
statues. It is the product of human civltization. It is the product of
human culture. It is the product of love, compassion and tolerance of
the world. Sir, I, once
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again, heartily thank this august House, especially our hon. Foreign
Minister, the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman, for expressing their
concern over protecting such a beautiful example of culture and
heritage of human civilization. | am also thankful to the hon. Minister
for his intention to bring all the statues and stupas from Afghanistan to
India. That land used to be very, very pious for Indian people and our
forefathers. Our hearts, our minds, always remain in Afghanistan
because these things went there from India in ancient times'.

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU (Pondicherry): Sir. we, the
DMK party stand by the Resolution, moved by the hon. Minister in this
august House, condemning the decision taken by the Taliban
Government to destroy the statues of Buddha, shrines, monuments,
sculptures, which have been there for more than 2000 years. The
announcement to this effect by the Taliban Government is very, very
disturbing. We, the DMK party, being a secular organization, condemn
religious fundamentalism, wherever and whenever it raises its ugly
head in any part of the world. This statue is about 2000-years old. It is
a symbol of Gandhara culture. This culture should be preserved by the
whole world. The Taliban should know that Islam preaches unity and
humanity. It is respected by the Taliban itself. We hope - taking into
consideration the appeal made by several countries of the world and
the UNO - good sense will prevail over Taliban, and it will giv«=> up
this type of cultural terrorism.

We, the DMK party and our leader Dr. Kalaignar, strongly
condemn thtj atrocities, * the vandalism and cultural terrorism being
committed by Taliban. Thank you.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Chairman,
Sir, on behalf of my party, myself and my colleagues, | support the
Resolution moved by hon. Leader of the House, Shri Jaswant Singhiji.
The Talibans have embarked on an absolute outrage in Afghanistan
disregarding the international outcry. Afghanistan's Taliban regime has
begun destroying the Buddha's statues in various cities using cannons
and battle tanks. The militarymen have started demolishing the 2000 -
year-old Buddha statues, including the world's tallest Buddha statue
measuring about 165 feet. Appeals made to them have fallen on deaf
ears. Sir, it is most unfortunate that the Foreign Minister of Pakistan
has expressed his helplessness. Sri Lanka took the initiative of asking
the Talibans to stop such medieval acts.
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We must also pressurise Taliban to stop such activities. If need be, we
should take it up with the UNO and UNESCO to remove the statues
and other monuments from there, and they should be preserved in
India, Japan and Thailand. Let UNESCO play its role. At the end, |
appeal that we should approach the UN as well as other world bodies
to condemn such crimes and barbaric activities which are wiping out
our relics of ancient civilization. The 21* century should not witness
the greatest threat to our heritage by dictators, on account of any
communication gap. The UN intervention is a dire necessity. Once
again, we condemn this act. Thank you.

SHRI SWARAJ KAUSHAL (Haryana): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, Sir. The whole world has spoken against the cultural
madness Initiated by Taliban. It is, therefore, very natural that a voice
must come from the land of Buddha against what is being practiced by
the Taldiban forces. It was initiated by Sri Lanka and it is very
necessary that the whole world should speak against it. Mr. Chairman,
Sir, | strongly feel that Taliban is not a threat to the democratic forces
in Afghanistan alone; the Taliban terrorism is not only a threat to India,
it is a threat to the USSR it is a a threat to China; it is a threat to the
United States of America.

It will be improper in case we plan something against Taliban
in isolation; it is necessary that the whole world should consider, the
entire region must consider, as to what islamic fundamentalism is
doing to humanity and to the religion as such. While | appreciate the
Resolution, may | draw the attention of the Government to the insult
the Talibans are causing to the grave of Prithvi Raj Chauhan. It may
be a part of this Resolution, or, some initiative must be taken
separately so that the grave of Prithvi Raj Chauhan is restored to
India, so that it is given its due respect. He was one of our national
heroes. Thank you.
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SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Sir, | fully
endorse the Resolution moved by the hon. Foreign Minister, Shri
Jaswant Singh. Sir, | do not have any language to condemn the
barbaric acts of the crazy Talibans and their barbaric elements. | do
not consider them to be human beings ever. Because, human beings
do not act, based on their instincts alone. As a human being,
everybody should have respect for history, should have respect for
tradition and should behave accordingly. They are beasts; they are
crazy. | am also convinced, Sir, that in any geo-political entity, or, in
any country, majority fundamentalism is dangerous. The Tafibans have
been functioning' for a long time. They have demolished the democratic
character of Afghanistan; they have halted the progress of
Afghanistan; they have acted against the women of Afghanistan; they
have promoted obscurantism; and they have promoted
fundamentalism. Now they are trying to do away with the history of
their country, they are trying to act against the heritage of the country.
Sir, | fully endorse the views, as expressed by the hon, Deputy
Chairman of this House, that we must move forward to organise the
world community. We must seek the help of the UNO and UNESCO so
that these sort of heritages are not demolished by the barbaric acts of
some fundamentalist and obscurantist forces. Sir, | am also afraid that
these sort of acts of some crazy people, of some barbaric people, may
instigate some of the forces in our country as well. | demand that the
Government should be careful about that. Barbarism cannot be
combated by counter barbarism; barbarism has to be countered by
promoting right values, by promoting modelNvalues and by promoting
the scientific values. Obscurantism cannot be countered by promoting
another obscurantism. We shall have to be very, very careful. We have
to take lesson. We shall have to move the world community so that this
sort of destruction of the heritage, this sort of destruction of ancient
tradition and history is not resorted to by some beasts, based only on
hysteric.
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With this, | once again condemn this sort of barbaric act and
extend my thanks to the Leader of the House, Shri Jaswant Singh,
and the Deputy Chairman of the House, Dr. (Shrimati) Najma Heptulla.
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SHRI B. J. PANDA (Orissa): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of
my party, | wholeheartedly endorse the Resolution moved by the
Leader of the House.

Sir, the affront carried on by the Taliban is not just a cultural
affront. It is not just an affront to the citizens of that country. | take it as
a particular, affront to our country because we have often been
denigrated in many circles for having an undue veneration for idols.
This destruction of the 2,000-year old idols Is not just a slap on the
face of the world, but it is a particular slap on the face of India. We
have had an experience, Sir, a ttttle over a year ago, of being
humiliated as a country, by acts of terrorism encouraged by this very
same Taliban.

Sir, this act of vandalism, or so-called vandalism, has been
described here by hon. Members as cultural madness. It is not just
that, Sir. Let no one be fooled that these acts of obscurantism are
carried on without a purpose. There is a method in this madness,
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If we go back to such similar campaigns, one in the medieval
history and another in the recent past, we can see some analogies. If
we look back at the fifteenth century England, there was a similar
campaign against the Catholic Church by the proponents of the new
variants of the Church, who, for a brief while, overpowered the country
and defaced hundreds of churches, which, till today, can be seen in all
their glory, except for the idols that have been destroyed.

That had a religious motive. If we look back only 30 or 40
years back at the cultural revolution in China, we saw not only
breaking of treasured relics, but breaking of living human bones and
human beings in physical body and in spirit. That had a political
motive.

Sir, coming from Orissa. we have a particular heartburn on
this issue because it was there the Emperor Ashoka had an
Ephiphany after a murderous campaign, military campaign, lasting for
many, many years. There, he was converted to the idealism of
Buddhism and launched an effort that led to the worldwide popularisation
of the philosophies of Gautam Buddha. It is ironic that the table should
now be turned; and, in Afghanistan, a murderous campaign should
now be launched. As | was saying earlier, no one should be fooled into
believing that this is only a cultural objective, or, a religious objective.
The Taliban has objectives of reaching far beyond the borders of
Afghanistan, It has already affected us. No doubt, it will affect us again
and again and again unless we take a stand against it. We ought to do
more than just passing a Resolution which I, nevertheless,
wholeheartedly endorse. We need to take the leadership in mobilising
the world opinion into taking more concrete steps to force the Taliban
to behave in a civilised manner in the 21* Century.

Sir, | will not take any more time. There are many concrete
steps that we can take in the U.N.; and with our neighbouring
countries. | would like to propose one small concrete step to the hon.
Foreign Minister. That is, we should make an offer to bring; those relics
to India. We should clearly offer to pay for the transport for bringing them
to this country. Thank you.
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BIS AOTEd el BIdT, IS $AH DI Wl olgd AU M 5 | SREN A RGN & 138
A T, I8 UNTSAUA & | I8 ST &) THarE & RIS § | SHH! $v A I &
eI T Gl | I8 SRS B 08T & | I8 A1 2 R A & HRAW] DI
STET & | 371 TRET &1 S $B ST & 9 IR of, oAb Aofgd & 1 W T DN |
AoTEd & 4 SHAR T8l € | I § 3R e 81 U= IR TdHIST & | BT Y
2 T S5 ®1 95719 &R © AYD] I8 8P T8l & H UG Slifed ANl $&
% I g € | aar g f 3 gaem 781 €, frel Ra A quem T8 € 19
TSI Bl TS BT ATHE PR I8 & | O A B BN, SAMI & o B o,
g & fall # S o § ATt 9, I8 7dl &1 ¥ g ¥R g,
SBIARET MR YTFBRATT b1 Hich SEATH BH HUI HR e | 98 HUl HoR & 8
eI | Iga) NP 98 SHAM © of Tel BT Igal WX 741 & 8- ¥ AV | S Ugel
IABI S A AR ST DI AT fhdT B & | Uh ST HY el & & H 377 Y |
B ITch Pl TR AT AN IBIM I FATSHR 110l ¥ ford1 3R HeT fb AR 91, Iei
TR 931 | BHR Adbla b YTfdd S Holle H SH Dacl S R | [oRkdT 8 , Tecis
ARG BI AT g8 DI Gl ...(PYATHR &) Brell

205




RAJYA SABHA [2 March, 2001]

D] UBT dlel So! 379 ISR Bl SIS | IqB! GaT « W IRIB B clfb 98
DI Il B T A ST [T, R ol 1| YET ST BH ST I8 S 84
TaT T8 ® BEl | 3T &, fhd usTe ¥ cuat 8, s Rt @ & feersmeimy
AT 8 3R fopeft w7 E B

T Ith WellhT-U- TIEIE B dR% I (e U SHAT gafl, ABHIG 49
HIRTA 7 [ BT weg R forar ot wifeR ® f #fex 9 3k agt dfed @ o |
B! I —NST A 39 JfeRT W arew o | 99 AgHe 97 S T a9
foran f g8t g2 g1ad 7, 99 1 ST AT | O Well%l-Y-a9eTe | ard
foraT fop ST TofthT Wt aRTER X 3R I AieRT &Y fFwrora &1 9 aorm
BY| UAT B TE AT SEIH, T SIAST BT XA, deae] AR gaayrol]
3R TENTEl BT STAM FEl A AT 2 WA ATTHIGH Sl 59 Job A W& ©
D] ST JATATST H SHDB! AT DHRAT A1 AR GaT AR I DI GId A 9
AT BT MY [ T8 SFAM TE! I T Bl e §1 I8 7 © IR B
Tl & I8 7 [l S8 I © a1 ARGl $f AR 2 | I8 arred &9t
I3 2 qI HART BT STAT & I INTATIA IS 2 al Jodb W BT & SHPI
Y, ART ARG U 81§ I8 1 © SAD] Dbls g4 o1 81T | SHD! (ST Y
AT o ST A1 8 HH & HETHT §§ 89N dRIE &1 U THR & 9 AR
IMETHEEIME , PUMNE , HETH §§ 2, TSN e e &, skl soora 8 3
|9 AT DT ATl SRTER e § s9H $is fhdl S8 % 981 & 98! I
T + e, a8t U 3 7 fe=n, gl T geon e, a8t T we iR A
HETHT € 1 a1 Afd A UNTe 993 7181 &, & I GHey Fifdh 595
g % wrr Red 72 2 190 IR 89N TS 9 9189 oidt 9 & | 37 R
TERT BT B 1 AT 360 AT IHH AT & [ Bl ISP ddblel eIl srwsTel 97T
I9P RaeTT® S $ g7 AT S Ugd & | XA P 2.30 g9f IG A8 SSHR oI
1Y FH 1 2 I A1 S I BT 3T T8 RIT B I B 2 IAP Idblal o
FE {5 98 ot WM 8 591 & U, § B9 U I8 § S del fb e, A
SHil, 3R B &l | I8, SRS & 9N SITax 1Y I8 fhame femd, s
JMMYHI HIST 8, I8 BIc ST | I8 SR 7, N &% 9d8 ) @ 8T
FIEY T8 IRTHA 3R SHIAT W IagA1 S 21 Siam 7 STet Tiw st 81,
T8} dgvid 3R deolgaTRT T 811, S9! 39 aRe &1 St 3fmarsy §
AT Bl ATfRg g™ 39 aR # SNifST Job ¢ | 39! dl 98 § {6 Iar
|Y AOEd 31 TG GIGRA! 59 © b I8l Afex # €@ qorchl 7, widie ¥
3TSTT BIH 8, TR H SRS Bl & 31 B STIE DI 81l 81 I8 AR Job
DI A T TIR WR b dI A 2l 3 <2 I I8 ANl 3841 A1y S
TSI BIF1 18T, B9 T &l Aord 891 98T S S89aiel & 8 ©,
YSTTel $R W8 81 T8AAR] R 95 dlTdhR Bl Bl AR € 8] 8Ia,
fpell TEolld R AT HxA Al BT, YSTIR! BT B, I8N [hed B
TYSITET BIci 21 H tadl <l g 1 d AT JHH 81 &, d STl b A1 IR U
ST T E | T8 FEd gU H S0 TR | T g HIHR B IR o q
CTTex 31% & BTSH Bl oTdrst fb RO feATgd B gl
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Ram Jethmalani. It is getting one
o' clock now. | would request the hon. Members to be brief.

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI (Maharashtra): Sir, the kind of
conduct that we are witnessing in Afghanistan, is a matter of
international tragedy. The Taliban is not a rifraff group, a private
organisation. It constitutes the sovereign power, and the Government
of that country. It is, therefore, a matter of international concern, and |
am very happy that it is the Foreign Minister of India, who has taken a
lead in this grave matter. Sir, | call it a tragedy, because, Buddha was
the one and the only one prophet of his kind, and the tenets of that
faith are tenets, which we have to recapture and practise with great
vigour and conviction now, if this humanity has to be redeemed. Sir,
when we were school boys, we all read that famous incident in which
his brother had shot the bird with an arrow, and Buddha picked up that
bird and kept it on his lap, arranged its ruffled feathers, and applied
soothing honey to its smarting wounds. He claimed the bird by the right
of love and the right of compassion, whereas, his brother, claimed it by
"violence, and by maiming that living, throbbing bird. When | said that
he was a singular prophet of his kind, he did not become a prophet in
search of a personal God, he did not become a prophet because he
wanted self-realisation for himself. He thought that this world Is a world
in which sufferings can never be eliminated, and the humanity has to
be redeemed from this pitiless world of irredeemable sufferings. He
was the one prophet who went In search of redemption of the whole
humanity.

That is why | said, "We need him*.

When | came to college, | read another great book written by
Sir Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia. In the last paragraph of that most
beautiful poem, which I stin remember by heart, he gave the essence
of that great faith:

"We are the voices of the wandering wind That moan for rest but
rest can never find Just as the wind is, so is mortal life A sigh,
a sob, storm and strife."”

Sir, Buddhism needs to be recaptured. It Is not a matter of
surprise that when Dr. Ambedkar ultimately got disgusted with the state of
affairs, he asked his followers to embrace that great faith because he
wanted his followers to be redeemed from this greet suffering.

207



RAJYA SABHA [2 March, 2001]

Sir, it is a pity that they are destroying the signboards of history. It
is a pity that they are disrespecting a faith which we need to recapture and
follow. And, what is worse-I am a student of religions. | understand the
beauty of islam, the grandeur of Islam, more than, perhaps, some Muslims
do-1 believe, they are disgracing the religion which they profess to follow, or,
which they profess to practise, because they do not understand anything of
the beauty of that great faith.

As | have said, this is an international problem. Their conduct is a
provocation for war and It is time that we took steps before the Security
Council, we brought it to the notice of the United Nations and the UNESCO,
in particular. Once upon a time, we went there to deliver some terrorists to
them. Now, | think we should go there in defence of the statues, because
it is as vital as anything else can be.

Sir, this is a terrorism mixed with many other elements which make
it a different kind of terrorism. When President Clinton came here, we
issued a statement where we had said that both the countries would
hereafter cooperate to create mechanisms for punishment of terrorists. |
want to know what has happened to those eloquent speeches; what has
happened to those eloguent promises that were made; what mechanisms
have we created to punish this kind of brigands and terrorists who are a
disgrace to the humanity. So, | hope, adequate steps will be taken. |
have no doubt that the country is safe in the hands of the Foreign Minister
and he will rise to the occasion. Thank you.

3t Il gF (STR Iaw): GUURT A81ed, § fager #30 8 sodq
g ST @1 gems <1 AT8dT § % S STeal d 59 Uk Bl FE H o) Y
3R 9 TR qRT & WEHd ¢ | 941 Tl 9§ HUR ISPR AR T AcTed] 9 SR
TISHY, Ig 484 NS I1d & 3R Yob YA HAehd 2

JUMRT HEIS, 1400 AT U8 BT fGoH HT U 98 I8I
HeR o7 AR J&RIAT A $HDBT ART 01 SI1 AT | 19T S $© 981 81 I8 8,
Spl A RTIH b 3fER I HETHT g D ARSI PI dre BT AT ATl
IERSee | 31 B, 399 IR (8119 $Is a1d 81 81 Wbl § | o P
IR W1Ed 1 Hel 2 {5 I 7 O Jae € 3R 7 81 %™ B 71 d1el AT 8
| d I €, I8 91d [depd Fel 2 IR Ao drferar fodt &1 wrar T8l
FAA €, I N B TS DY AN FHSI & I STBT 5 & MMAHarg M7
G WIS ¥ 53T & ST S5 $B B Te1 Tgdl & Sl ol SiugIRe 0 it
Bl ACHIPR AR &l &, I FB W IR
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TPhd 21 ST R {439 S0 &1 Hf B T8l g=dT fb AT 7 HE I8 § | 37
B A G 3R FHEK Al Bd & FHST S| 3996 fog A1 8 T8 1™
B B fh U B U8 B STATHD <90 | 91 B, SXATHD 31
A 91T BRP $9P HUR G419 SAIHT ST, $96 &R 1+ uferder o mg <
Fhd 81, S WA I TS |

UYL HEIGA, Ueh Hed YUl I1d I8 & o XTSI 1 S f&_m# i 4
BT § 3R I8l IR faxm= e urfpa= &1 J1feiaT™ &l S0 <= aTell Sh!
TEANT <1 ATl YTfehatT & | &6 Tfeh_a™ IR 479 SAdT a1y & a’W% A
IFRIRT I ey ¥ g aR% I Wt 81 AP, B9 UIfh IR T91d STl
FIfRY, 9 9 S9H! FRIT B Iad € 8IR UM & 99 el doide
ifeet & &1 € 1 ot fadeh a9 98 W o gen ©, ast faw gen @
SATETAR SATATRI 6T 8 | ST WRGR A 910 HR$ <619 Serarl a1y iR
QT ARPR SHP $HUR a1 STel Ahall & 3R B P I O1d S IR TG
T 9 UMIS $9 HRATS B I8 98 HRa | S+ Ffe e af # 981 fo a8t @
BT SV | Sl H QT el e 31T | UTfoh_adT™ ST ST I <xgT SI¢| dRiifes §
AT q&frern A1 TR § | 98l aariel H fha A#ieR s W WS § 1 3 §
I el ol & 81 IOl 78] 81l 8, <ifdh #faR a1 9 81 s gy &l R d <
<t BT JfeR § 98 a8t st At B1 eIt B fiIor B S9N 4 981 IR Al
SR BT 3T 81 981 W NG B a1 g8 B ot gfiar o € 1 aaf
=T | ff T g8 ©1 A1 39 TRE BT ARSI T91G FABR AR ST Bl
SHH 1T Thx AR Bl U8l Bl ATy Rt g IRI &=l & & AR T8l
 Frpel €1 9 I8 B gR1 wraTsll | Geqd g 3iR U aR R 3 IRBR & 39
IR BT T HRAT

SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf
of the Communist Party of India, | fully endorse the motion moved by
the Leader of the House. India must be once again on the forefront of
civilized world efforts to put an end to the barbaric acts of Taliban.

it ieft 3TTSATE ([TR IS eT): g=IaIE QUM AEI6d, H 379 Bl 6ed
& AT T A AT AR ARG B gY dIferd™ §IRT f$Y 1Y 9 $hed
BT AU SR A TAT YT YTCT TEOT FATS YISt B AR A "R 81 HRa1 § |
HEIGA, TATHIAT TTH gog DI Hf<l Bl TSI, JHATT TG IT JIHT BRI
1 77 | gl @t ATTadT BT faRTE Td ST AT 8 | ST fora a1
TG IAT 81 B & | gAY A% 3fUTel 8 Bl gl & |l <2l &l fHeAdr dls
U HRIR U AT 1R A1b §9 TR & FHi bl gl &b fhal fFw=y
H geRIgHT 7 B g=gaTs |

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
sacrilege of Buddha statutes by the Taliban Government is a
challenge to
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India's tolerance. Buddha hails from India who taught love, patience
and tolerance. The whole world is enduring because of the teachings
of Buddha. The Taliban Government has unleashed terrorism against
India as well as other countries of the world. Sir, my party, the
AIADMK joins the whole House in condemning Taliban in the
strongest words. | fully support the Resolution moved by the Leader of
the House. Thank you.

it SR R (STR UQ9n) : QUM H8iqd, Sl 9 o Sl IR
Uo7 BT B T STRHMIRT A8iedn A Sl fIaR rh 51 & S # o0 &l &iR
3791 TS B IRB A g PRAI § HEAl §§ IR NS Sh IR 7 bl
AR AR & forg afes ol #9a IwIar & fog ST Are foan o
9 IR B NIl A Tl 989 B ol & IR HUl-Hu ol ofTeln o b g gfersr
P B Fod H 93 € | I8 9el © b &9 Al Bl Wiarail Bl dic e 8 17
el g & AN DT AT Dl dfceh AR GIAT BT AT DI Hra-rai
®I dIe @l Bl <ifb I8 W FL1 8 o foodl 9 ameHl &1 7l a1 SHS 14 Bl
3THT R T ST & 1 SS9 S MMSH &b 914 iR 2Rad 3§ 31 HH T8
3T § | 71 g a1 HeTcAT et I8 S g M A R 981 9 f2/1ed a1
gl

AT AT IF )T DI A= & Sl A1 ART 59 <=1 H A1 g A B
ST T 3R TITH IR EHAT DR & d ST ARG DI JaPWT 3R UNTATT B &
S fRHATET UBTS &1 DI UNTd GRUT 9 W] AT & | 3T SATQT a1 dHal Sff
FHA 2 | AR <9 7 Al TS 71 IR EHAT g1 © SAD! &9 B4l T4 7Tel (bl
3R &9 AR fh Hact SToaTd § 8HY R YR UT 7 B dfewh fa9g 79 )X
Pls UHT UXATd BN [ 7 hdel dIfeldi B ax¥® A dfcwp fhd) §i SHIET dcd Bl
WP F Al AT 3R qRIT G 9= B 891 81 A1 I9d [y qusIcd
PRATS 8T |

3l TH.9. IEGAIerdl (IRES) : AU HBIGd, I8 b AR
AT & foY T Pra faw fora arer f&71 § | 991 e & -idl §R7
U 59% R Sl Ahed IR [T TT & IHP A1 H 37U MID! Areig
PR §U e ATl g [ Al A DI Yo 1Y, FeeR BT Yol 1Y I W)
Th Sl Gl -l &, HETHT & I TS W1 AN ATE B & | AN HIEHE ST
DI Y Y, TR BT ol Y, TR BT Yol MY, 7eaTell bl Yol MY =7 1 goare
H GRIA  ATPR HeallNRE Bl oY | IF ah O b 1 H8l, YR
ST fohaT, fegear S, Ueil AR U8 FolRol, < & avd 7 37T |

D! TG B o Alerd b Jooll-IHR 7 O e A Hgd 4,
SIS H &% H, TER 3 3R TS § I 7 175 $e Sl WA §g df
R 3R 120 e S T @I A9 F I$T <7 F forg it e Ry & &R
eRTERA @t 18, I8 guiagel € 1 A9 S T 5 g ST, rmE)
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TERTI ANT MR 3R SRE™ &I, FWIdT &I, BT B TG A DY
BIRT B, ITBT T ATl e Yl <7, U] 5 SIS Bl Bg el Jell
FHAT 8 | WA §g Sl U AT URHAT 32 &b T g, [ T9 BT AR
fareq & WHTe 3reNe = YR fohar, orEiar uxAT o s g+t a1 oft, gure
3o FoTRTD IT I g1 MR &Y, Te BfoRTT IR F 918 9 d <l dl ART
PO IBIA WM ST DI G H TG B (G37 3R I 9=AT e9f: BT ART
AR IRI TR WA §g BT TR {HAT | 151 I TR DI, BT Bl
HHTG B DI BRI ES © |

HEISY, Y8 BRI U awh UR Bl R8I & 59 G-Il ¥ I8 Rl
uTs foham S et € fob - < o - amarseare] dredl 7 914
T <91 R gHAT IR (B Y ARG k19T 1 B of 1Y O foga!
e 3+ RIfTIw # ¥ o1 &, S9! 9 a9 R < | S G 31oT 89 gl
Bl ORI T9HX GSI 8 S 175 Je Bl HA8 W GII &, IHD! ERTR TR
DI ST BRI B T & IHD! AT HRIAT D SITY T8 B © |

JUTafd weley, § H30 9819y 9, 70+ AT & +dl 9 Uh qdTdl BT
IIE % &9 Aehed AN U PR W@ 8, TR T81 Bl ARPR dlfeid TRBR 3R
ST HERAT BT 3 IR RITIAATE 2 T R R ST I8 &, d 39 IR R BE 872
FAT I Pl I AY ? T SBI Blg (2 SR Y 2 SIAT AR g achraii
T 37T AT ¥ 8 3R I hal 2 fh R Jvey 21, 394 Sroxd & b e
RIST ST | H 337 9&T 4 <TE1 § o I8 eRIex, BARI I Aol Sl &1 B9TR.ATe U8el
gl 918 I 7, STD] AHITH &H of 31U | HEIGd, dTferdT & Sid IATAR
BT A1 g8l I Rl ®1 I US| Srgeliarel] ARI GBI ol ol 8 fbeg
P H RIRAl F Holl {7 ST &7 | 379 Sifcr 19T 39 =il Bl, 39
fRTdl @1, a1 fRTAdl ®1, FERTS IvSid 48 7 Wierd faar garm o |
R avg #¥ |t 9 garn & e 9 R d@fe 2, 39 avg a9 | 98
THERT I1 3T & ST81 Yo ad Sl 1 f77 AR H S1a” AT )
oY, 3ATST g8 ARSI [ogR H IR §5 & AR IHHT Wl TP AXBR <<l o
JITST AR SIS o TR T8 2, ITD! ] SHgT BB T Bl SToxd
T, 3R I <11 g9 o1 €, S TISil Bl 1T o B BIRET 7 BT Y dfeh
TE1 dIoTd H¥ T ST Faha 2, a8f ST! GR&T B &I Sl Feball 8, I8 adl
S | STHRA I Al JATSCS <12 Dl a1y [T SIHT @12y fdh G It Bk
YSThY T8 STD] HIold By, Io Wcde B | 9P Ifcldl I9d! Udb I8
Raman STy 6 R AW 3R Wil 1 T B3 &1 3= Dl

JNIHR &1 8 | I7Ia1S |

DR. M. N. DAS (Orissa): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to
you for permitting me to speak a few words. But | am not going to
speak about Taliban or fundamentalism or fanaticism. Nothing like
that. | want to provide the hon. Members of the House, and specifically
the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, one historical information about
the significance of, particutarty, these Buddha statues in Afghanistan.
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Sir, as we all know, when Buddhism was born in the 6"
Century B.C. and when Buddha preached his doctrines, he was the
greatest reformer of the time. He rebelled against brahmanical
traditions, customs and systems. He denounced idol worship. He
asked his disciples not to worship anything. He advised them "Believe,
not in the fatherhood of God, but in the brotherhood of men'. He
revolted against the caste system. But, then, when his disciples
prayed, 'What were we, then, going to venerate before us?", he said,
'‘Symbolically, you may venerate the Bodhi Tree engraved on stone
under which | got the enlightenment or the Dharmachakra which
circulated at Sarbath". It is the turning of the eternal wheel of law. Law
is not Dharma, as we understand. Law means morality Now, that was
the thing. For 500 years after Buddhasar, there was no question of a
Buddha statue or image or idol. Then, how could the statues come?
When Ashoka preached Buddhism and sent his own daughter,
Sangha, to Ceylon (Sri Lanka), for preaching Buddhism, there was no
image of Buddha; there was only a symbol. For 500 years, Buddhism
was spread by Ashoka and others in the South East Asian countries
without any idol. But, Sir, how could the statue come?

In the First Century A.D., when from the Central Asian region,
particularly from Afghanistan region, the Kushans came to India, and
the greatest emperor amongst the Kushans, Kanishka, embraced
Buddhism, he wanted to preach Buddhism in Tibet, China, Japan,
Russia and so on. Wherever his preachers went, people asked,
"Where is the God for us? Whom should we worship? You teach
doctrines. But we need a God". So, it was emperor Kanishka. whose
Capital was Peshawar which, at that time, was called the Purusapur,
at the centre of Gandhar area...

He instructed the first industry or factory, whatever we may
call it, to make Buddhist statues or images. He held the Buddhist
Councils. The Buddhist priests said that unless they gave a god to
them, unless they gave an idol, unless they gave an image of a statue,
people would not embrace Buddhism. They wanted it, and the people
demanded it. So, the first statue of Buddha was made in Afghanistan,
which was referred as Gandhar. From there sprang up the Gandhar
Art, the Greco-Indian Art and its Greek style; Buddhist images and
thousands of travellers were sent outside. So, that was done. As was
pointed out by Shri S.S. Ahluwaliaji, that was the tallest -- 175 feet -
statue of Buddha in the world. That was the first Buddha statue, and all
the statues around the earth and the first Buddhist images, carry a
special significance because of that.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: That is all right. We are not discussing it,

DR. M.N. DAS: That is what | say. But they are being
destroyed today. Let the United Nations be informed about the
significance of the statues which are about to be destroyed or already
destroyed.

37 AR SRAM (AL Y<=0): AFY U H818d, g=dTe, 3Ta
T T | A1ST 79 4§ o ISR 1 2 oifp o 3 A1t 4l swferg & 6 Rt
A&, YRT 9% S He WX, 37751 39 IRKATT b A1 & 13719 ] YR 3 3Tk HRET0r
#, TR facer 430 3R WS & a1 & Ug el WX 3R SR SUFHIT A8 e o
TOdIST 4R 39 Hecd YUl IR<iTg H 89 |9 Wl & | g1 R a9-aRe dfthai
TG © | b U AT I8 HRAT 18T g ofdl |Ts I1oi1d Yodb it 7 e,
JFEGATIerAT SIt 7 B8l 3R YU ITaT < W1 $B Aehd by b AR faaer i,
AR PR AT SHI 59 FHI 19 W 8 | Y IR ST9ad {8 ST HoR IE1 &
HROT S H S AT 797, I HAS Bl S FITIT Sefe &1 98 e 9wa © |
EAR 99 GAAHM <= B 98 Pel W W ATdx AT g8 Wh SThR 59
Ryetfiel # Ife o B Wbl A1 8AR < BT AR S 290 | g3 Rt 14
Ufthai geil & 3R H 317Ul 7: 8=dTe Sl g 1 SITa 31 97 & |

TR | e 37T T&T W Har?

R BT 9 I8 TG bAT?

g o R # @R &7 9199 g1
g& o fareg | 79 TR BT GRoT ST
ST ST AU STE R HIfe b 3l
3T I Tl IR e ¥ Y gl

gE b IR Hell U I8 4 He?

S H I FATAST I IR A FIT H2?
gg ! BT g, TR I, A H a9
AT Ry BT AR IR 3R 3R 3N
qiferat &1 gfg &1 #4=1 Ga1 fFid vl

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE (Maharashtra) : Sir, in humility and with
grief, | rise to support the Resolution and the sentiments expressed by
all the sections of the House over the Resolution. Sir, Buddha's gospel
- I am not going to lecture on it because | don't know much about it - is
unigue and peerless for its teachings on universal brotherhood, for its
teachings on compassion and for its catholicity of outlook. Therefore,
the outrageous cultural terrorism which has been unleashed by the
Taliban at Bamiyan in desecrating the idol of Lord Buddha. No words
can be too strong to
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condemn the outrageous cultural terrorism which has been unleashed
by the Taliban. Sir, ours is a land of Gandhi and Buddha. We are
proud of our secular credentials and secular values. Therefore, this
country has always loudly and unequivocally condemned any
vandalism, any manifestation of fundamentalism, specially such
fundamentalism, in the name of religion; it does not bring glory to
religion, it is an abuse of religion to go in for any kind of
fundamentalism. Sir, the priceless legacy has .been destroyed.
Therefore, we are expressing our concern about it, but, as stated by
my friend, Mr. Ram Jethmalani, this matter has to be taken seriously at
the level of the United Nations because this kind of a thing cannot be
allowed to go on, and humanity cannot be impoverished by destruction
of its priceless legacy, wherever it is, irrespective of its location and
irrespective of geography. Thank you. Sir.

Slo WY T Tl (ISRAT ): AU S, fager w0 Sft 71 o
TFhey &1 &, U8 U WRIGRY © | I8 Sl Ga-l &4 U gs & I8 ol $ad
IR &3 B § Wifh U9 ofR o Ve AR e € STef anferars &
gIe 813 S IONRY B, Ak I IR # ff Fo ga faew /5 St o g At
CISER IRt

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr. vice-Chairman, Sir, | am grateful
to all the hon. Members belonging to ail sections of the House who
have unequivocally and clearly supported what is not simply my
individual Resolution, it is the expression of the collective voice of
concern by the whole country, and that, Indeed, how t see it. | am
privileged to move this Resolution. | will take only a minute or two to
offer some additional comments The first, of course, is the Mullah
Quadarat-ulla-Jamaal. He deals with Taliban's information and also,
what they call, culture. He has said, "In accordance with the
instructions, all statues in Afghanistan have begun to be destroyed in
keeping with the edict issued by their supreme leader, Mullah
Mohammed Omar.* Thereafter he has also said, "All officials, including
their so-called Ministry of justice had been given the go-ahead to
destroy the statues. The destruction work wilt be done by any means
available to them. Whatever means of destruction are needed to
demolish the statues wiH be used." Thereafter their so-called Foreign
Minister Multah Muttawakil was asked and entreated upon by various
countries and we have been in touch with various countries over the
last three or four days, including the Buddhist countries who have at
our suggestion been in the forefront of taking action. Mullah Muttawakil
is reported to have said that once the edict is announced by Mullah
Omar, there is no going back.
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| would also like to share with the House that the TaJibans
so-called Ambassador to Pakistan, Mullah Abdul Salim, has also
said.They are not thinking from the point of view of Islamic law; they
are concerned about the international point of view.' He has dismissed
objections from fellow Muslim countries and has said that the decision
to destroy ali these statues was made after Mullah Omar had
consulted the Taiibans Islamic scholars too or some of his other
colleagues.

Sir, hon. Mr. Panda wanted to know about India's offer of
bringing all these objects to India for safe preservation for all mankind
and as objects that we firmly believe will for ever belong only to the
people of Afghanistan; it is of course, at India's cost and not at anyone
else's cost.

| am very grateful, Sir, for the unanimous support that has so
readily been coming from alt sections of the House. | am under your
instructions now, Sir, and \ will be very grateful for whatever direction
you
issue in regard to what | have moved as a resolution,

MR. CHAIRMAN: The resolution moved by the Leader of the
House has been adopted by the House unanimously.
The House is adjourned for lunch till 2.30 p.m.

The House then adjourned for lunch at thirty-three minutes
past one of the clock

The House reassembled after lunch at thirty-five minutes
past two of the dock, the Deputy Chairman in the Chair.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS)
RESOLUTION
REVIEW OF ECONOMIC POLICY
SHRI JIBON ROY (WEST BENGAL): Madam, | move the
following Resolution:

"That this House expresses its concern over

0) the decline in the growth rate and quality of growth in
industrial production;
(ii) the widening economic disparities amongst the States
and
increasing fiscal deficits in their economies;
(iif) the growing incidence of unemployment, poverty
and

economic disparities amongst different sections of
population, decline in the rural consumption, and also
decline in the quality of life amongst the lowest strata
of society since liberalisation; and urges upon
Government to review its economic policy and evolve
a national consensus on framing a socially equitable
economic policy best suited for the country's
economic and political sovereignty."

Madam, while moving the Resolution, | emphasise on the last
part of the Resolution, that is, the operative part of the Resolution, and
I want the Government to take the initiative so that a national
consensus is evolved, not on the existing economic policy, but on
economic policy, based on equity, social justice, self-reliance and
growth, combining all together. We feel that it is the basic testament of
our politics, and also of the economic direction given in the
Constitution, While doing so, | don't want to make a speech, but | want
to mention some of the facts, which are haunting me, for the
consideration of the House, and also for the consideration of the
Government. | want the Government to prepare a White Paper. This
economic policy was adopted ten years back. So long, we have been
discussing the policy contents only. Now, the consequences
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