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RESOLUTION CONDEMNING BARBARISM AND ANTI-CIVILISATIONAL
INTENT OF TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE AND MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is my very sad duty
to bring 1o the nglice of the House certain deveiopments in Afghanistan.

In the face of universal concem and despite protests and cautions
against taking any such step, the Taliban appear bant upon committing a
grave wrong, indeed, a sacrilege to humanity, to the civilisational and
¢ultural inheritance of al mankind by wanting to destroy the incomparable
and unique statues of Buddha at Bamiyan. It is fragic that this act of
vandalism, the most extreme amongst the many other acts of destruction of
statues, artefacts and archaeolkogical treasures of Afghanistan is being
pursued daspite a global cutcry against A.

Tnis regression imto medieval barbarism is preclsely what India,
amongst many other countries, has been cautioning the world against for so
long. The international cormmunity has unequlvocally condemned and
rejected the Taliban's ideciogical orientations which have been responsible
for the Tallban tarritories emerging as the world's principal centre of
international terrorism, illicit drugs and violation of human rights, especially
thosa of women,

Even at this late stage, we would like to convey that the
destruction of these precious manifestations of the cultural heritage of
humankind should stop. If the Taliban do not wish to retain this inheritancs,
India woukd be happy to arrange for the transfer of all these artefacts to
india where they would be kept safely and preserved for ai mankind, in the
full knowledge and clear understanding that they are, in the first piace and
above afl, treasures of the Afghan people themselves.
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I have, Sir, under your direction, thersfora, chosen to share the
views of the Government in this regard. | will be very happy if the House
considers this particular devetopment - as you had also expressed a view in
this regard - and unanimously and collectively adopt a resolution. Whenever
you s0 direct, Sir. | would te ready to share it with the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can share it now.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: If you like, | will read it now. Sir, in the
light of that, therefore, | appeal to all sections of the House to resolve
unanimousty as follows:

Today in this new millennium, when all civilisations are coming
together through dialogus and shared values, we are shocked by the
Taliban announcement of intended acts of religious fundamentalism and
terrorism against human culture and civiksation. They have moved tanks and
guns to destroy one of the greatest examples of human creativity, Tnis
intent of destroying the 2000 years old statues of Buddha and the Buddhist
shrings in Bamiyan would constitute-an appalling act of cultural vandalism,

This House unanimpusly condemns thse barbarismm and anti-
civilisational intent of the Taliban ih Afghanistan in the strongest possible
terms. We hope, the world community, and speciaily the United Nations will
take note of this and prevail upon the Taliban in Afghanistan to desist from
this senseless destructive act.

DR. (SHRIMATH) NAJMA HEPTULLA (Maharashtra) : Sir, | think, it is
the blackest day in the history of civilisation when this 2000-yeas old word
heritage Is being destroyed by the so-called peopie who parade as the
protectors of Islam. Islam doas not preach destruction either of human
beings or human rights or human property and human civilisation. | am
more distressed 1oday because | am ong of those people who are fortunate
enough to visit Bamiyan and | had sesn the magnificent 2000-yearsold statue
of Buddha. | am not sure whether the other monuments in Harta, which is
just a few kilometres away from Jalalabad, have already been destroyed,
because India has repaired them, protected them, restored them as they
weare the finest example of architectural heritage. As the Leader of the
House and Foreign Minister said, if they cannot protect, we are prepared to
protect the world heritage and the property of the people of Afghanistan.
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In the first Conference of the Inter-Pariamentary Union, of this
millennium, in Amman, we had passed a resolution on dialogue between
cultures and civilisations and the role of Parliamentarians, This area where
on the banks of the Kabui river, where the Rig Veda was written, which is
the homeland of Gandhari, it is being destroyed. It is not being destroyed
now; its destruction has been going on for many, many years.

But this act &f vandalism should be condemned in the strongest
possible words throughout the world, not only through our Parliamant.
Yesterday, whan Mr. Faleiro was making his contribution, | had menticned
that a strong message should go from both the Houses of Parliament to the
United Nations and UNESCO, because it was a protected monument of
UNESCO. This message and the Resolution, which our Leader of the House
has moved, would, naturally, be unanimously adopted. It should aiso be
sent t0 UNESCO and the United Nations. Mr. Matsuura, the Director
General of UNESCO, has already condemned it, and so did Mr. Kofi Annan.

| think, a stronger world condemnation should be conveyed to the
Afghan regime, who are not only against the monuments but against women
also.

Thank You.

SHHEI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Mr. Chairman, Sir, |
associate myself with the Resolution moved by the hon. Leader of the
House and | fully endorse the sentiments expressed in the Rasolution, in the
observations of the Leader of the House and the Deputy Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha, who is also the Chairman of the Executive Councll of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Sir, words are not strong enough to condemn this act of religious
fundamentalism and cultural terrorism. What has happened clearly
demonstrates that in the course of civilisation, sometimes, we are
confronted with btack patches like this. These are nothing but aberrations.
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At the same time, their act of vandalism costs the world heritage dearly,
Tharefore, | fully endorse the views of the Government of India. | think, they
should act in cooperation with the international community, especially the
United Nations, at least, to protect those pieces of scuipture and artefacts,
which are a part of cur heritage. And, after the restoration of sanity--1 don't
want to use the word ‘normalcy’ - among the rulers of Afghanistan, thay
can be transferred back to them. As | mentioned, sometimes, in the course
of history, we are confronted with this type of attitudes.

Weo saw it in the 30's when not sc a backward country like
Afghanistan, but one of the most industrially and technologically advanced
countries considered it necessary that a world famous scientist should be
driven out of their land because he was a Jew. The book of a Nobel laurate
was burnt on the streets of Berlin because the author was a Jew. It was
not in the medieval age, but in the third decade of the last century,
Therefore, sometimes, it happens.

At the same time, we are reminded of the famous comment of one
of the historians. While commenting on the impact of the battie of Kalinga,
Vincent Smith observed, "The brightaest interlude in the troubled history of
mankind came when the sounds of ghosha, the beating of the drums, weére
drowned by the sounds of dharma ghosha, the sound of teachers, the
influence of one of the greatest teachers of the world, that is Gautama
Buddha.

Therefore, 1t is not a question of a status, it is not a question of
being a part of the heritage, but it i$ an attack on the very basic foundation
of civilisation. | share the expectations of the hon. Leader of the Houss and
the hon. Deputy Chairperson of this House that the world community would
Ase to the occasion, which it failed to do so in the mid-thirties.  Surely, in
the beginning of this millennium, | do hope the world community would rise
to this occasion and take appropriate steps. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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SHRI VEN'BLE CHAMMAVIRIYQ (Jharkhand): Sir, | am very grateful,
Sir, to you for giving me this opportunity, | endorse the Resolution moved
by our hon, Foraign Minister and supported by the hon. Deputy Chalrman,
condemning .the Taliban's attempt at destroying of the world's renowned
cultural heritage at Bamiyan. Buddhism is not a religion. Buddha preached
dharma for spreading iove, compassion and tolerance. I is more than a
religion;: to understand each other, for the benefit of sach other, for the
benefit of the whole of the people and to understand the cultural
background of the whole of the community, | had been to Barniyan twenty-
five years ago. It is such a beautiful statue. | have never seen such a
statue anywhere else though | have travelled ali over the world. The statue
has bean carved from the whole mountain. It is not one statue, but there
are two statues - one is 50 metres tall and the other is 35.5 metras tall. |
have no words to express my anguish. King Milanda, the grate Greek king,
after embracing Buddhism, took the initiative for carving out the statue, for
erecting the statue and selecting the site, We read about King Milanda in
his book "Between the conversion of King Milanda and Bikkhu Nagasena.™
It is known as 'Milinda Parna' - question of Milanda, Sir, you will find such

198



[2 March, 2001] RAJYA SABHA

a beautiful statue only in the surroundings of the meditation caves on the
hillock of Bamiyan Mountain. The sculptors of the statue used to meditate
the whole night first and then they used to start carving out the statue.
This statue created such a good relationship that people from China,
Mongolia, Russia used to come through the Silk Route and that place was
one of the biggest trade centres at that tima, All the spices which used to
come from China angd other places used to be scld in that market. it was
the biggest markst for spices in the 4", 5™ and 6™ Centuries. Sir, Ayodhya
Bashubandhu and Aycdhya Asangha are the great scholars of the Buddhist
history, after Buddha. Acharya Boshubandhu wrote his entire book under
the shade of this statue. King Harshavardhana of the present-day
Ayodhya, invited Acharya Bashubandhu from Kandahar to Ayodhya, He had
written a number of books on Buddhist ethics, and also on science and
technology. Both the brothers belonged to the Brahmin Community. At
that time, the entire populafion of that area, as mentioned by the Huen
Sang, belonged to the Brahmin Community. Today, we do not find even a
single Brahmin in that area. We cannot find any one. The ancient cultural
heritage and the spirit of the Indian tradition, which used to be treated as a
proud heritage in the whole world is no more there. See Cambodia, Angkor-
Vat, once it was destroyed by the Pol Pot Government, but we sent our
pecple, our experts 1o rastore it.

They once again renovated it, and tried to preserve it. It refiects
the Indian history and culture, the human civilization. | very much agree with
our Deputy Chairman when she says that Islam does not permit such
destructions. When she went 1o Indonesia and Java, she saw how nicely
and beautifully the Islamic Government has protected the Java Stupas.
Today, | have no words to condarmn this action. | am very much grateful to
my colleagues and to this august House for taking the initiative to condemn
the actions of the Taliban Government. Those who are destroying these, |
think, are themselas on the way to destruction. It is a world-rencwned
cultural heritage, civilization, which started from India. The Gandhara art is
very, very popular. Where will you get such an art? Where will you get
such a treasure of art? Such a treasure of art is being destroyed in the
name of religion. Where will our children go to see our forefathers’
achievernents? No religion permils such acts. | appeal to the whole Mustim
world to come forward to ensure the preservation of Buddha's statues. It is
the product of human civilization. It is the product of human culture. it is
the product of love, compassion and tolerance of the world. Sir, |, once
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again, heartily thank this august House, especially our hon. Foreign Minister,
the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman, for expressing their concern over
protecting such a beautiful example of cultture and heritage of hurman
civilization. | am also thankful to the hon. Minister for his intention to bring
all the statues and stupas from Afghanistan to India, That land used to be
very, very pious for Indian people and our forefathers. Qur hearts, our
minds, always remain in Afghanistan because these things went there from
India in ancient times:

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU {Pondicherry). Sir, we, the DMK
party stand by the Resolution, moved by the hon, Ministar in this august
House, condemning the decision taken by the Taliban Government to
destroy the statues of Buddha, shrings, monuments, sculptures, which have
been there for more than 2000 years. The announcement to this effect by
the Taliban Government is very, very disturbing. Wae, the DMK party, being
a secular organization, condemn religious fundamentalism, wherever and
whenever 1t raises its ugly head in any part of the world, This statue is
about 2000-years old. It is a symbol of Gandhara cultura. This culture
should be preserved by the whole world. The Taliban should know that
Islam preaches unity and humanity. It is respected by the Taliban itsslf.
We hope - taking into consideration the appeal made by several countrigs
of the world and the UNO - good sense will prevail over Taliban, and it will
give up this type of cultural terrorism.

We, the DMK party and our leader Dr. Kalaignar, strongly condemn
thw atrocities, ' the wvandalism and cultural terrorism being committed by
Taliban. Thank you.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
on behalf of my party, myself and my colleagues, | support the Resolution
moved by hon. Leader of the House, Shri Jaswant Singhii, The Talibans
have embarked on an absolute outrage in Afghanistan disregarding the
international outcry. Afghanistan's Taliban regime has begun destroying the
Buddha's statues in various cities using cannons and battle tanks. The
militarymen have started demolishing the 2000 -year-old Buddha statues,
including the world's tallest Buddha statue measuring about 165 feet,
Appeals made 1o them have fallen on deaf ears. Sir, it is most unfortunate
that the Foreign Minister of Pakistan has expressed his helplessness, Sri
Lanka took the initiative of asking the Talibans to stop such redieval acts,
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We must also pressurise Taliban to stop such activities, If need be, we
should take it up with the UNO and UNESCO to remove the statues and
other menuments from thera, and thay should be preserved in India, Japan
and Thailand. Let UNESCO play its role. At the end, | appeal that we
should approach the UN as well as other world bodies 10 condemn such
crimes and barbaric activities which are wiping out our relics of ancient
civilization. The 21" century should not witness the greatest threat to our
haritage by dictators, on account of any communication gap. The UN
intervention is a dire necessity. Once again, we condemn this act. Thank
you,

SHRI SWARAJ KAUSHAL (Haryana): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir.
The whole world has spoken against the cultural madness Initiated by
Taliban. It is, therefore, very natural that a voice must come from the land
of Buddha against what is being practiced by the Taliban forces. It was
initiated by Sri Lanka and it is very necessary that the whole world should
speak against it. Mr, Chairman, Sir, | strongly feel that Taliban is not a
threat to the democratic forces in Afghanistan alocne; the Taliban terrorism is
not only a threat to India, it is a threat to the USSR; it is a a threat to
China; it is a threat to the United States of Amaerica,

it will be improper in case we plan something against Taliban in
isolation; it is necessary that the whole world should consider, the entire
region must consider, as to what Islamic fundamentalism is doing to
humanity and to the religion as such. While | appreciate the Resolution,
may | draw the attention of the Government to the insult the Talibans are
causing to the grave of Prithvi Raj Chauhan. It may be a part of this
Resolution, or, some initiative must be taken separately so that the grave of
Prithvi Raj Chauhan is restored to India, so that it is given its due respect.
He was qne of our nationa! her¢es. Thank you.
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SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Sir, | fully endorse
the Resolution moved by the hon. Foreign Minister, Shri Jaswant Singh. Sir,
| do not have any language to condemn the barbaric acts of the crazy
Talibans and their barbaric elements. | do not consider them t¢ be human
beings ever. Because, human beings do not act, based on their instincts
alone. As a human being, everybody should have respect for history,
should have respect for tradition and should bshave accordingly. They are
beasts; they are crazy. } am also convinced, Sir, that in any geo-political
entity, or, in any country, majority fundamentalism is dangerous. The
Talibans have been functioning for a long time. They have demolished the
democratic character of Afghanistan; they have halted the prograss of
Afghanistan; they have acted against the women of Afghanistan; they have
promoted obscurantism; and they have promoted fundamentalism. Now
they are trying to do away with the history of their country, they are trying
to act against the heritage of the country. Sir, | fully endorse the views, as
gxpressed by the hon. Dsputy Chairman of this House, that we must move
forward to organise the world community, We must seek the help of the
UNQ and UNESCO so that these sort of heritages are not demolished by
the barbaric acts of sorne fundamentalist and obscurantist forces. Sir, | am
also afraid that these sort of acts of some crazy people, of some barbaric
people, may instigate some of the forces in our country as well, | demand
that the Government should be careful about that. Barbarism cannot be
combated by counter barbarism; barbarism bas to be countered by
promoting right values, by promoting modern values and by promoting the
scientific values. Obscurantism cannot be countered by promoting another
obscurantism. We shall have to be very, very careful. We have t0 take
lesson. We shall have to move the world community so that this sort of
destruction of the heritage, this sort of destruction of ancient tradition and
history is not rasorted to by some beasts, based only on hysteric.
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With this, | once again condemn this sort of barbaric act and
extend my thanks to the Leader of the House, Shri Jaswant Singh, and the
Deputy Chairman of the House, Dr. (Shrimati) Najma Heptulla.
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SHRI B. J. PANDA {Orissa): Mr, Chairman, Sir, on behaif of my
party, | wholeheartedly endorse the Resolution moved by the Leader of the
House.

Sir, the affront carried on by the Taliban is not just a cuitural
affront. It is not just an affront to the citizens of that country, | take it as a
particular. affront to our country because we have often been denigrated in
many circles for having an undue veneration for idols, This destruction of
the 2.000-year old idols is not just a slap on the face of the world, but it is
a particular slap on the face of India. We have had an experience, Sir, a
little over a year ago, of being humiiiated as a country, by acts of terrorism
encouraged by this very same Takban.

Sir, this act of vandalism, or so-called vandalism, has been
described here by hon. Members as cultural madness. It is not just that,
Sir. Let no one be fooled that these acts of obscurantism are carried on
without a purposse. There is a method in this madness.
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If we g0 back to such similar campaigns, one in the medieval
history and another in the recemt past, we can see some analogies. If we
look back at the fifteenth century England, there was a similar campaign
against the Catholic Church by the proponents of the new variants of the
Church, who, for a brief while, overpowered the country and defaced
hundreds of churches, which, till today, can be seen in all their glory, except
for the idols that have been destroyed.

That had a religious motive, f we lock back only 30 or 40 years
back at the cuitural revolution in China, we saw not only breaking of
treasured relics, but breaking of living human bonss and human beings in
physical body and in spirit. That had a political motive.

Sir, coming from QOrissa, we have a particular heartburn on this
issue because it was there the Emperor Ashoka had an Ephiphany after a
murderous campaign, military campaign, lasting for many, many years.
There, he was converted to the idealism of Buddhism and launched an
offort that led to the wordwide popularisation of the philosophies of Gautam
Buddha. It is fronic that the table shculd now be tumned; and, in
Afghanistan, a murderous campaign should now be launched, As | was
saying earlier, no one should be fooled into believing that this is only a
cultural objective, or, a religious objective. The Taliban has objectives of
reaching far beyond the borders of Afghanistan. It has already affected us.
No doubt, it will affect us again and again and again unless we take a stand
against it. We ought to do more than just passing a Resolution which I,
nevertheless, wholeheartedly andorse. We need to take the leadership in
mobilising the world opinion into taking more concrete steps to farce the
Taliban t6 behave in a civilised manner in the 21% Century.

Sir, | will not take any more time, There are many concrete steps
that wa can take in the U.N.; and with our neighbouring countries. | would
like to propose ona small concrate step to the hon. Foreign Minister. That
is, we should make an offer t¢ bring those relics to India. We should clearly
offer to pay for the transport for bringing them to this country. Thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Ram Jethmalani. it is getting one o'
ctock now. | would raequast the hon. Members to be brief.

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI (Maharashtra): Sir, the kind of conduct
that we are witnessing in Afghanistan, Is a matter of intarnational tragedy.
The Taliban is not a rifraff group, a private organisation. It constitutes the
sovereign power, and the Government of that country. It is, therefore, a
matter of international concern, and | am very happy that it is the Foreign
Minister of India, who has taken a lead in this grave matter, Sir, | call it a
tragedy, because, Buddha was the one and the only one prophet of his
kind, and the tenets of that faith are tenets, which we have to racapture
and practise with great vigour and conviction now, If this humanity has to
be redeemed. Sir, when we were school boys, we all read that famous
incident in which his brother had shot the bird with an arrow, and Buddha
picked up that bird and kept it on his lap, arranged its ruffied feathers, and
appiied soothing honey to its smarting wounds. He claimed the bird by the
right of love and the right of compassion, whereas, his brother, claimed it by
‘violence, and by maiming that living, throbbing bird. When | said that he
was a singular prophet of his kind, he did not become a prophst in search
of a personal God, he did not become a prophet because he wanted self-
realisation for himself. He thought that this world Is a world In which
sufferings can never be eliminated, and the humanity has to be redeemed
from this pititess world of irredeemable sufferings. He was the one prophet
who went in search of rademption of the whole humanity.

That is why | said, "We nesd him".

When | came to college, | read another great book written by Sir
Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asla. In the last paragraph of that most beautiful
poem, which [ still remember by heart, he gave the essence of that great
faith;

"We are the voices of the wandering wind That moan for rest but
rest can never find Just as the wind is, 8o is mortal life A sigh, a
sob, storm anxd strife.”

Sir, Buddhism needs to be recaptured. It is not a matter of
surprise that when Dr. Ambedkar ultimately got disgusted with the state of
affairs, he asked his followers to embrace that great faith because he
wanted his followers to be redeemed from this greal sufiering.
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Sir, it is a pity that they are destroyving the signboards of history. It
is a pity that they are disrespecting a faith which we need to recapture and
follow. And, what is worse-| am a student of religions. | understand the
beauty of islam, the grandeur of islam, more than, perhaps, some Muslims
do-| believe, thay are disgracing the religion which they profess to follow, or,
which they profess to practise, because they do not understand anything of
the beauty of that great taith,

As | have said, this is an irternational problem. Their conduct is a
provocation for war and it is time that we took steps before the Security
Council, we brought it 1o the notice of the United Nations and the UNESCO,
in particular. Once upon a time, we went there to deliver some terrorists to
them. Now, | think we should go there in defence of the statues, because
it is as vital as anything efse can be.

Sir, this is a terrorism mixed with many other elements which make
it a different kind of terrorism. When President Clinton came here, we
issued a statement where we had said that both the countries would
hersafter cooperate to create mechanisms for punishment of terrorists, |
want to know what has happened to those eloguent speeches; what has
happened to those sloquert promises that were made; what mechanisms
have we created to punish this kind of brigands and terrorists who are a
disgrace to the humanity. So, | hope, adequate steps will be taken. |
have no doubt that the country is safe in the hands of the Foreign Minister
and he will rise to the occasion. Thank you.
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SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of the
Communist Party of India, | fully endorse the motion moved by the Leader
of the House. !India must be once again on the forefront of civilized world
efforts to put an end to the barbaric acts of Taliban.

it nidft o (SR WY ¢ ggae Amfe wEEg! f JuR ® " &
A 7 3 A ARl d wEg WA g arfeEm gR1 AT Y g9 e Y sl
3 A W el ot agee wna ol A SR | AR P wRa g | weky,
TrEie Maw g A T B AT, e W @ JUEE S W 8 Ao
gfrat ) w1 QR @ aowm BT &) g Faeht B A oe sae & =
% zEfae ¥ ondig & & gftwi & s 2ol ) raer $13 T SR Su e
ARy Wfd Z9 UpR & Pl @ T & FH R § it A @1 awmE

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
sacrilege of Buddha stalutes by the Taliban Government is a challenge to
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India's tolerance. Buddha hails from India who taught love, patience and
tolerance. The whole world is enduring because of the teachings of
Buddha. The Taliban Government has unleashed terrorism against india as
well as other countries of the world. Sir, my pary, the AIADMK joins the
whole House in condemning Taliban in the strongest words, | fully support
the Reasotution moved by the Leader of the House. Thank you.
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DR. M. N. DAS (Orissa): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to you
for permitting me to speak a few words. But | am not going to speak
about Taliban or fundamentalism or fanaticism. Nothing like that. | want to
provide tha hon. Members of the House, and specifically the hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, one historical information about the significance of,
particutarly, these Buddha statues in Afghanistan.
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Sir, as we all know, when Buddhism was bom in the 6" Century
B.C. and when Buddha preached his doctrinas, he was the greatest
roforrmer of the time. He rebelled against brahmanical traditions, customs
and systems. He denounced idol worship. He asksed his disciples not to
worship anything. He advised them ‘Believe, not in the fatherhood of God,
but in the brotherhood of men'. Ha ravolted against the caste system. But,
then, when his disciples prayed, "What were we, then, going to venerate
before us?", he said, *Symbolically, you may venerate the Bodhi Tree
angraved on stone under which | got the enlightenment or the
Dharmachakra which circulated at Sarnath®. 1t is the turning of the eternal
wheel of law, Law is not Dharma, as we understand. Law means morality.
Now, that was lhe thing. For 500 years after Buddhasar, there was no
question of a Buddha statue or image or idol. Then, how could the statues
come? When Ashoka preached Buddhism and sent his own daughter, -
Sangha, to Ceylon (Sri Lanka), for preaching Buddhism, there was no image
of Buddha, there was only a symbol. For 500 years, Buddhism was spread
by Ashoka and others in the South East Asian countries without any idol.
But, Sir, how could the statue coma?

In the First Century A.D., when from the Central Asian region,
particularly from Afghanistan region, the Kushans came to India, and the
greatest emperor amongst the Kushans, Kanishka, embraced Buddhism, he
wanted to preach Buddhism in Tibet, China, Japan, Russia and so on.
Wherevaer his preachers went, people asked, "Where is the God for us?
whom should we worship? You teach doctrines, But we need a Gog".
S0, it was amperor Kanishka, whose Capital was Peshawar which, at that
time, was calied the Purusapur, at the centrs of Gandhar area...

He instructed the first industry or factory, whatever we may call it,
to make Buddhist statues or images. He held the Buddhist Councils. The
Buddhist priests said that unless they gave a god to them, unless they gave
an idol, unless they gave an image of a statue, people would not embrace
Buddhism. They wanted it, and the people demanded it. So, the first statue
of Buddha was made in Afghanistan, which was referred as Gandhar. From
there sprang up the Gandbhar Art, the Greco-Indian Art and its Greek style;
Buddhist images and thousands of travellors were sent cutside. So, that
was dons, As was pointed cut by Shri S§.5. Ahluwaliaji, that was the tallest -
- 175 fget - statue of Buddha in the world. That was the first Buddha
statue, and all the statues around the earth and the first Buddhist images,
carry a special significance because of that.
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MR. THAIRMAN: That is all right, We are not discussing it

DR. M.N. DAS: That is what | say. But they are being destroyed
today. Let the United Nations be informed about the significance of the
statues which are about to be destroyed or already destroyed.
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SHRI N.K.P. SALVE (Maharashtra) : Sir, in humiiity and with grief,
rise 10 support the Hesolution and the sentiments expressed by all the
soctions of the House over the Resoiution. Sir, Buddha's gospel - | am not
going to lecture on it because | don't know much about it - is unigque and
peerless for s teachings on universal brotherhood, for its teachings on
compassion and for its catholicity of outlook. Therefore, the outrageous
cultural terrorism which has been unleashed by the Taliban at Bamiyan in
desecrating the idol of Lord Buddha. No words can be too strong o
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condemn the outrageous cultural terrorism which has been unieashed by the
Taliban. Sir, ours is a {and of Gandhi and SBuddha. We arae proud of our
secular credentials and secular values., Therefore, this country has always
loudly and unequivocally condemned any vandalism, any manifestation of
fundamentallsm, specially such fundamentaiism, in the name of religion; it
doas not bring glory to religion, it is an abuse of religion to go in for any
kind of fundamentalism. Sir, the priceless legacy has been destroyed.
Therefore, we are expressing our concern about it, but, as stated by my
friend, Mr, Ram Jethmalani, this matter has tc be taken seriously at the leve!
of the United Nations bacause this kingd of a thing capnot be allowed to go
on, and humanity cannct be impoverished by destruction of its priceless
legacy, wheraver it is, irrespective of its location and irrespective of
geography. Thank you, Sir.
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SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr, Vice-Chairman, Sir, | am grateful to all
the hon. Members belonging to all sections of the House who have
unequivocally and clearly supported what is not simply my individual
Resoiution, it is the expression of the collective voice of concern by the
whole country, and that, indeed, how | see it. | am privileged to move this
Resolution. | wil take only a minute or two to offer some additional
comments The first, of course, is the Mullah Quadarat-ulla-Jamaal. He
deals with Taliban's information and also, what they call, culture. He has
said, "In accordance with the instructions, all statues in Afghanistan have
begun to be destroyed in keeping with the sdict issued by their suprems
lsader, Mullah Mohammed Omar.” Thereafter he has also said, "All officials,
including their so-called Ministry of justice had bsen given the go-ahead to
destroy the statues. The destruction work will be done by any means
available to them. Whatever means of destruction are needed to demolish
the statuds wili be used.” Thereafter their so-called Foreign Minister Multah
Muttawakil was asked and entreated upon by various countries and we have
been in touch with various countries over the last three or four days,
including the Buddhist countries who have at our suggestion been in the
forefront of taking action. Mullah Muttawakil is reported to have said that
once the edict is announced by Mullah Omar, there is no going back,
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| would also like to share with the House that the Talibans so-
called Ambassador to Pakistan, Mullah Abdul Salim, has also said,"They are
not thinking from the point of view of Islamic law; they are concerned about
the international point of view." He has dismissed objections from fellow
Muslim countries and has said that the decision to destroy all these statues
was made after Mullah Omar had consulted the Tailibans Islamic scholars
too or some of his other colleagues.

Sir, hon. Mr. Panda wanted to know about india's offer of bringing
all these objacts to India for safe preservation for all mankind and as objects
that we firmly believe wilt for ever belong only to the people of Afghanistan;
it is of course, at India's cost and not at anyone else's cost.

| am very grateful, Sir, for the unanimous support that has so
readily been coming from all sections of the Mouse. | am under your
instructions now, Sir, and 1 will be very grateful for whatever direction you
issue in regard to what | have moved as a resoiution,

MR. CHAIRMAN: The resolution moved by the Leader of the
House has been adopted by the House unanimously.
The House is adjourned for lunch till 2,30 p.m.

The House then adjourned for funch at thirty-three minutes past
ona of the clock

The House reassembled after lunch at thirty-five minutes past two
of the clock, the Deputy Chairman in the Chair.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS {(RESOLUTIONS)
RESOLUTION
REVIEW OF ECONOMIC POLICY

SHRI JIBON ROY (WEST BENGAL): Madam, | move the following
Resolution:

"That this House expresses its concern over

{i) the decling in the growth rate and quality of growth in
industrial production,

(i) the widening economic disparities amongst the States and
increasing fiscal deficits in their economies;

(i} the growing incidence of unemployment, poveity and
economic  disparities amongst  different  sections of
population, decling in the rural consumption, and also
deciine in the quality of life amongst the lowest strata of
society since liberalisation; and urges upon Government to
review its economic policy and evolve a national
consensus on framing a socially squitable economic policy
best suited for the country's economic and poiitical
sovereignty.”

Madam, while moving the Resolution, | emphasise on the last part
of the Resolution, that is, the operative part of the Resclution, ang | want
the Government to take the initiative so that a national consensus is
evolved, not on the existing economic policy, but on economic policy, based
on equity, social justice, self-reliance and growth, combining all together.
We fesl that it is the basic testament of our politics, and also of ths
economic direction given in the Constitution, While doing so, | don’t want
to make a speech, but | want to mention some of the facts, which are
haunting me, for the consideration of the House, and also for the
consideration of the Government. | want the Govemment to prepare a
White Paper. This economic policy was adopted ten years back. So long,
we have been discussing the policy contents only. Now, the consequences
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