[11 May, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

marginal seasonal increase in cereals under the sub-group-foodgrains, the

monthly Wholesale Price Index (WPI) of other sub-groups of agricultural

commodities decreased during January, 1999 to March, 2000. This can be seen

from the annexes statement of monthly Index Number of Wholesale Prices.
Statement

Monthly index number of wholesale prices under different groups and

sub-groups
Base 1993-94= 100

S. No. Commodity January, 1999 March, 2000 %change in March
{Prov.) 2000 over January

1. Food Articles 157.2 166.3 5.8

2. Foodgrains 165.0 174.9 6.0
3. Cereals 165.2 176.5 6.8
4. Pulses 163.6 162.9 (-)0.4
5. Fruits & Vegetables 145.4 1445 (Y0.6
6. Condiments & Spices 239.2 216.1 (-)9.7
7. Other Food Articles 153.1 134.3 (-)12.3
8. Non Food Articles 153.2 140.4 (-)8.4
9. Oilseeds 148.7 126.9 (-)14.7

Financial Assistance to State Governments for
- Natural Calamities

4890. SHRI R.S. GAVAI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state: g

(a) the financial assistance sought by the State Governments and released
by Government for natural calamities such as floods, cyclones and landslides
during last five years, State-wise;

(b) whether any such demand is pending before Government;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) Government's reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SUNDER LAL PATWA): (a)
to (d) In addition to yearly allocation durig 1995-96 1o 1999-2000 under
Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) to undertake immediate relief measures in the
wake of various natural calamities, assistance from the National Fund for
Calamity Relief (NFCR) was considered for calamities of rare severity in
accordance with a set procedure and the admissibility norms. Assistance from

~ the NFCR released to various States during 1995-96 to 1999-2000 in wake of
various natural calamities is indicated in the statement annexed. (See next
page) No request from the States for assistance from NFCR is pending for
1999-2000.
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