[16 March, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

(SHRI 5.B.PB.K. SATYANARAYANA RAO): (a) No such request has been
received in the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation.

(b) and () Do not arise.

Production of Tur

2292. SHRI K.C. KONDAIAH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased (o state:

(a) whether Government have been importing Tur through Open General
Licence (OGL) system;

(b} if 50, the reasons for importing Tur since Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh have been producing large quantities of Tur;

{c) whether support price was fixed by Goversment for Tur in Karnataka;

{d) whether there is any demand from Karnataka for fixing higher supporting
price for Tur; and

(e) whether Government has released any assistance to Karnataka to provide
reasonable support price to Tur growers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRIUCLTURE
(SHRI S.B.PB.K. SATYANARAYANA RAQO): (a) As per EXIM policy the
import of pulses including Tur is on Open General Licence (OGL).

(b) The annual domestic consumption of Tur is mor? than its annual domestic
production and hence it is imported.

(¢) to (¢} The minimum support prices (MSPs) for major agricultoral
commaodities including Tur fixed by the Government are uniform for the whole
couittry. The MSPs are fixed on the basis of the report of the CACP, views of
State Governments and concerned Central Ministries as well as other factors
important in fixation of MSPs. MSP for Tur in 1999-2000 crop has been fixed
at Rs. 1105/- per quintal. The National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Limited (NAFED) is the central nodal agercy for
undertaking price support operations in case of pulses including Tur, and hence
undertakes price support measures incase the prices fall below support level
fixed by the Government. The losses, if any, incurred in these operations are
to be reimbursed to the NAFED. NAFED as per its business programme has
been purchasing tur in Gulbarga District of Karnataka in the price range of
Rs. 1550-1670 per quintal loose.
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