[25 February, 2000} RAJYA SABHA

Pollution by Soil excavation by Brick Kilns

182. SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be plcased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that excavation of s0il and manufacture of
kiln bricks cat of such soil causes environmental pollution, loss of
flora and fauna and is harmful to bio-diversity,

(b) whether it is also a fact that soil being excavated for
manufacture of kiln bricks is a valuable commodity and, if
unchecked, can, in future, become a scarce commodity; and

(c) what measures have been initiated and proposed, to remedy
the ill-effects?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI BABU LAL
MARANDI): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir.

{c) In order to conserve top soil, the Government has made it
mandatory vide its Notification dated 14.9.1999 for brick
manufacturers, located within 50 kms from any coal or lignite based
Thermal Power Plant, to use at least 25 per cent of fly-ash, bottom
ash or pond ash, with soil, on weight to weight basis, for manufacture
of clay bricks, tiles or blocks used for construction activities. Every
coal or lignitc based Thermal Power Plant is required to make
availabie as free of cost for at least ten years, for manufacturing ash
based products such as cement, concrete blocks, bricks or any other
materiai or for construction of roads, embankments, dams, dykes or
for any other construction activity.

Neglect of Lions in Gir Forest

183. SHRI YADLAPATI VANKAT RAO: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gir forest officials are neglecting lions
in the park;

(b) if not, the reasons for increase in lion deaths in the past four
years; and
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(c) the measures proposed to increase lion population?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI BABU LAL
MARANDI): (a) No, Sir. :

~ (b) There is no increase in Lion deaths in the past four years.

(c) Measures taken by the Government to increase lion population
are given in the Statement.

)

(i)
(iii)
(iv)
)

(vi)
(vii)

Statement

Steps have been taken to improve the bioproductivity
potential of the area by implementing soil and ‘moisture
conservation works, improvement of grass reserves,
eradication of unwanted growth etc.

Check posts have been established at sensitive points all along

- the periphery to prevent illegal activities.

Field staff has been provided with arms and ammunitions and

vehicles for patrolling.

Wireless stations have been set up for better communication
and response.

Eco-development works have been taken up in the revenue
villages, forests settlement villages and maldhari nesses for
improving the village economy in order to reduce biotic
pressure on the protected area.

Nature education and awareness camps are held to create
awareness among the masses.

Cattle immunisation camps are organised to prevent disease
transfer to wild herbivores.

(viii) Fire lines are prepared to minimise damage to the habitat by

(ix)

fire.

Habitat of lion meta populations around Gir is also being
improved as a result of which poulation of lion has increased
from 284 in 1990 to 304 in 1995.
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