RAJYA SABHA {2nd March, 2001]

was discussed a couple of days ago in this very House, and we have been
discussing it.

[ have already said that Government has a role in all sectors of education,
including higher education. Government is not withdrawing from that, But
Government will certainly welcome the participation of the communities and
bencficiarics of the educational system. We want resources. As the earlier
questions have clearly exposed, there is need of funding various universities,
and i do recognise that there is need of funding them. We want to mobilise
resources from all sections of the society, including those who have benefited
by cducation. So, we will mobilise resourcces from all sectors, and Government
will also contribute, depending upon the augmentation of funds. The higher
the funds, the greater will be the contribution from the Government.

Primary education in rural areas of North-Eastern States

*124. SHRI C.M. IBRAHIM: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be plcased to state:

(a) the progress made under the scheme for universalisation of primary
education in rural Assam in terms of the number of children educated and their
percentage in relation to total population, the primary school buildings
constructed and other parameters during 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-2000 and the
current year in Assam and other North-Eastern States; and

(b) the expenditure incurred on universalisation of primary education in
Assam and other North-Eastern States during these years, indicating the Centrat
contribution thereto?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. MURLI
MANOHAR JOSHI): {(a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement
Reyarding primary education in rural areas of North Eastern States

(a) The Centrally Sponsored Scheme of District Primary Education Programme
{ DPEP) which aims to achieve universal pnimary cducation is being implemented
in nine districts out of 23 districts in Assam. These nine districts, which have
female literacy rate less than the national average of 38.3, are predominantly
rural in character. DPEP is under implementation in four distncts namely Dammang,
Dhubri, Morigaon and Karbi Anglong under Phasc-1 since 1994 and in five
districts namely Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Goalpara, Kokrajhar and Sonitpur under
Phase-[I since 1996,
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The number of children enrolled in primary schools. altcmative schooling
centres, private and venture schools in the 9 DPEP districts of Assam and the
percentage of enrolment to the projected child population during 1997-98, 1998-
99 and 1999-2000 are as follows:

Year Enrolment  Percentage of child population enrolicd
1997-98 12,4R.814 94.27
1998-1999 14,70,403 108.17
1999-2000 15,91,381 114.06

The target and achicvement of construction of primary school buildings in
DPEP districts are as follows:

Activity Planned Completed Total
1997-98 199R8-99 1999-2000
Constn. of
School Building 660 374 135 141 650
Constn. of
Addl. Class Rooms 40 — 29 }.7] 411
Constn. of
Schoolin Chararea @ X p. ! — Z7

The progress in other educational development indicators like number of
schools, number of classrooms, number of teachers, Gross Enrolment Ratio and
Pupil Teacher Ratio, in DPEP districts in Assam is given below.

Educational Indicators 1997-98¢ 1998-99¢  1999.2000
Number of schools §2238 1428 11756
Number of classrooms 17690 16590 18116
Number of Teachers 30526 29827 31290
Gross Enrolment Ratio

(i) phase | 108.4 103.5 101.7
{ii) phase 11 71.7 71.9 75.0
Pupil Teacher Ratio 42 40 iR

*Daia for 1997-98 includes thal of venture schools.
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DPEP is aperational only in Assam among the eight North-Eastern States,
A new education programine, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, as a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme has now been launched to achieve the goal of Universal Elementary
Education (UEE) by 2010. SSA aims to provide eight years of quality
clementary education to ail children in a mission mode in partnership with
Central and State Governments, local bodies and the community. The Central
Govermment has already sanctioned pre-project activitics in 18 districts in the
cight Nort-Eastern States.

Apart from DPEP and SSA, there are several other Centrally Sponsored
Schemes in clementary education sector whose aim 1s to achieve the goal of
Universal Primary Education, which are being implemented in North-Eastern
States. These include Operation Blackboard for improving human and physical
resources in primary schools; Non Formal Education (NFE), now restructured
as the Education Guarantee scheme and Alternative and Innovative Education
(EGS&AIE) for timproving access to clementatry education; Mid-Day Meal
scheme for increasing enrolment, attendance and nutritional status of students
in primary classes; Scheme of Teacher Education (TE) to create academic and
technical resource support in districts and for teacher training; and Mabhila
Samakhya Scheme for education and empowerment of women. Other schemes
include integrated Education for Children (IENDC); Scheme for Modemization
of Madarsas; and Arca Intensive Programme for Educationally Backward
Minoritics. Besides, primary cducation is one of the components under the
newly launched Pradhan Mantni Gramodaya Yojana (PMGY) for providing
basic minimum services. A Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources for funding
specific development programmes in the North-Eastern States has also been
created.

(b) The Central Government rcleased Rs. 8687 lakh in 1997-98, Rs. 5021
lakh in 1998-99, Rs. 8159 lakh tn 1999-2000 and Rs. 6830 lakh in 2000-01 so
far to the North-Eastern States under major Centrally Sponsored Schemes for
elementary education. Besides, Rs. 3730 lakh was relcased to North-Eastern
States under education component of PMGY in 2000-01 so far. In addition
Rs. 1692 lakh was relcased in 1999-2000 and Rs. 4754 lakh in 2000-01 so far
under the Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources for North-Eastern States.
The details of fund released under major schemes and foodgrains allocated to
North-Eastern States are shown in Statement-1.
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Statement-I

Funds Relcased to North-Eastern States under the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes for Elementary Education

(i} Operation Blackboard and Non Formal Education

{Rs. in Lakh)
Name of State Operation blackboard Non Farmal Education
1997- 1998- 1999- 000 1w97- 199%-  1999-  2000-
9% 99 2000 0l YR 90 2000 0
Arunachal
Pradesh 64.95 TR.57 ] 115.64 0 0 0 i
Agsam I517.64 O 1141.03 230579 52K %3 2459 60595 U
Manipur |RO.20 0 Q 0 311.26 [95.55% 24] .98 0
Meghaiaya 17592 120,04 U 0 17.35 7.0 6.45 0
Mizoram 19.52  249.1H 125.00 131.56 8.70 829 3.76 0
Nagaland 161 0 29.00 0 0 10.36 t0.17 t)
Stkkim 0 49.]0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0
Tripum 287.15 10.74 24B RS 245 K5 13.49 507 22.3v
TOTAL: 426899 51759 154388 280184 87933 105156 3959

(ii} District Primary Education Programme (Dpep)
(Rs. in Lakh)

Name of the State District Primary l:ducation Programme
1997-1998 1998.1999 [994-2000 2000-2001
Assam 3037.00 2300.00 441300 2900.00
{Nil) {Ni {641) {1356)

Note: Figures in brackets indicate State contribution.

(111) Teacher Education, Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan and Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya
Yojana (PMGY)

(Rs. in Lakh)
Name of Teacher Education Sarva Shiksha Pradhan
the State Abhiyan Manin
{amount (Gramodaya
sanctioned for Yojana
pre-project
activities
1987-98 199K-99 1999.0 2000-01 2000-01 2000-01
! 2 3 4 5 6 7
Avunachal
Pradesh 45.00 0 167.35 30 85 14.32 511.2%
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1 : 2 3 4 5 [} 7
Assam 0 £98 040 4R2.17 289.70 74 00 1346 78
Manipur 1] 65.57 123.75 g£3.7% 27.16 364.20
Meghalaya 1] 25.00 0 15G.00 t7.50 304.43
Mizoram £4.72 23.00 20716 70.61 I4.00 303.08
Nagaland 146.05 86.50 108.00 132.05 30.37 108.48
Sikkim 0 G6.72 98.93 67.00 [4.00 210.83
Tripura 136 85 15.25 0 0 16.50 3R1.22
Total; 406 .62 930.04 1187.36 R24 .06 277 RS 3730.30

{iv) Foodgrains allocated to North-Eastern States under Mid-Day Meal Scheme

{in MT)

Namu of the State Mid-Day Meal (in MT)
1997-98 199K.99 1999.00 2000-01
{(Upto
Dec., 2000)
Arunachal Pradesh 290K 4511 4511 3434
Assam 70042 T0442 70042 70149
Manipur 6499 7637 7637 6751
Meghalaya R6Y 9618 9615 8911
Mizoram 2899 2918 2918 2918
Negaland 2924 2920 2920 3038
Sikkim 1864 2550 2550 2264
Tripura 14012 14576 1427 1533
Total: 1098315 114789 101640 OR9Yy

(v) Modemisation of Madarsas, Area Intensive Programyme for Educationally Backward
Minoritics

{Rs, in Lakh)

Name of the State Modernisation of Arca Intensive Programme

Madarsas tor Educationally
backward minorities

1997- 1998- 1 99%4- 2000- 1997- 1998- 1999- 2000-
98 99 2000 01 98 99 2000 01
Assam 0 15624 0 0 17.50 21.00 29.18 0
Sikkim 0.26 0.72 0 0 { 0 0 0
ToTaL: 0.26 156.96 0 0 37.5 21.00 24.38 0
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(vi) Integrated Education for Disabled Children (IEDC)

(Rs. in Lakh)

Name of the State Integrated Education for Disabled Children
1997-1998  1998-1999  1999-2000 2000-2001
Arunachal Pradesh 1.00 0 0 399
Assam 13.00 0 0 0
Manipur 25.82 26.56 45.17 0
Mizoram 6.94 11.46 15.50 2241
Nagaland 7.15 5.75 5.75 0
Tripura 3.42 0 23.31 0
Total: 57.33 43.77 89.73 26.4

(vif} Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources for North-Eastern States
(Rs. in Lakh)

Name of the Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources for
State North-Eastern States
1999-2000 2000-2001
Arunachal Pradesh 0 1395.00
Manipur §0.00 0
Meghalaya 0 1120.00
Mizoram 0 1072.00
Nagaland 1612.00 0
Sikkim 0 1171.00
Trpura 0 0
ToTAL: 1692 4754

o . o, i Tyl wEica, W o 3 Ted € w5 fomn ® v Sa yfeam
(...=mur)... Aoy, 79 23 fefigam o Q faw ¢ fefigaem wat feu 7 ¥ ol
fuset 52 9 A A9 A% AW & WA P e Faw I | WEE) TERA S giau
 firerl anfeg off, & 1 firer T ¥ 0 33w foredt 9 Wi ama s fred? gEv,
% S 3MYR 39 qard ¥, faedt 2 as.3 w53 O & qraeg SR T A 38
wiawa 9 & = ¥ 6 100 wfrem 9% v @ o fras e o2 39 HEA A
[T F9 HTH I3 ?

. YER g el weieg, 9 9 AL b @\, fren wafte fen w5 W
%, Taa "R ¥ favifea fam s € fe vos arods v ¥ oin s fFvifa T s
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¥ T 8l werd vet F1 3, ot s w3, wfes Sae s w9 qu fen
ST | 376 2 37 9 et # <rei wfeenal 3 forn & 22 38.3 &, 7% T foen & < 7
1A AS AFTE, A 1951 N FATOA B IR W IHFS ¥ 1 20 Gl o =g
FO 8 T ¥ 1 T8 T 94 99401 3l 9= g% 9ot @ ) en g ws Aifm v
o i wad = 4 € 399 @ F0 2 fau we R w6 ifee | swfo g
3 9 Foredl & vl e @1 R S 3 = Tt 2, 49 A9 gad st fid wnfus fra
9 B, 3 Tal A 4 et fier foRd o @1 e 31 = ) e o el g s2-
53 G161 W 3afy F ot R T forenr 9 QL AW T 64 wiawa & srwara & 1wy
Gd fogn sifvam =1 OF 1 wdFw 99 fen ¥ faoa faes feif wftmfag 3 a9
fora o | 3G ITAR 89 2003 TF 6 N 14 TA T 3G H T T2 3 w5 ¥ A1 et
= forat wapre it foren & Harg R 30 3l 2010 7 w0 3! faen T AN 3@ T
% & 39 39 ¥ Wi 2 75 vfava 9% g <, gg s AR

ot . A, YT 7RIS, A el wnd G S wm A e A B @
T ¢ i e Topeer ol tf et Tobvm & fag e wm e ) wemd
TR @ T2 T B o e R T e 98 2 At 3 g ¥
TG I e u afeadt 9 vt @ < & 9 deamnd oon @ ¥ A A
& ST FAHT 3ol WEH HeuTd =l i |

A 7 ¢ TF A wm d 3 9 woq ¥, I qaas TR a0 W 99E e @
A v Ty =ifen T S R R, 1T Teen ¥ 3w v s v | g viEt
F 37T THE =er & fag T F IR aRw % Hehd 872

1. ! HAR S e 9 Wi ved SR 71 TS 1 99 €, 3 9%
P T TE ¥) wafNEn A & 3 it 3T U9 AR faR Tasitaie 9 T,
WG, TEEE 1 T9W el 9a i & fau aefsa i € ol ag o s ey o
Wq 3t 3 o % TEER IS T e F0 | wafnen 3 ¥ s S sraen g,
Ol Fifr ge & o Tt U9 T Y- 379 39S o 39 w1 A W 3R S
¥ uw foren foen wfafa & < vt fd & = ¥ fa=am 4 3v 9 Foffa | e
T FEl GeR wE, fr g Tifed ol 3k oiet v wfiwi €, T R
foan ST =nfen | 39N o daam ¥ o i T I gawa R i uw e, @
fod, =n o @1 viw ford wrgaere deensd A T o g% € o o sud #
strafw @ &1 70 3 ot T weg S | i 9% fEmf @ ware €, 7w
A St wran frad s far @ 3 fooigr ¥ s S e IS s L ww
. T3, F OF @ o 2a ¥ ) - gy fF g i e St frama
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s &1 AfF T AN AT A T W IR T RN s ar R wi TR =
Al T W eaH T I ARl Igs R @ e ag § R =
A AT A AD TR ) foen, T, va ol saEs @ RS W
qU & | fhA T8 AR 3 wr=yen 91 vl 9 e e i 3 ¥

SHRIW. ANGOU SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister has clearly stated
in his reply that the Centrally-sponsored Scheme of District Pomary Education
Programme is operational only in Assam, among the North-Eastemn States.
Amnother thing is that the Central Goveinment has alrcady sanctioned pre-
protect activities in | 8 districts in the seven North-Eastern States. May | know
from the Minister whether the DPEP will be extended to other North-Eastern
States also? May | know from the Minister the names of the districts for which
pre-project activities have been sanctioned? This 1s my first guestion.

The Minister, in his reply, has statcd that there arc several other Centrally-
sponsored schemes in the clementary cducation sector. For example, Mahila
Samakhya Scheme for education and empowerment of women, Integrated
Education for Children, Scheme for Modemisation of Madarsas and Area
Intensive Programme for Educationally Backward Minoritics. Members think
that the Ministry has done a lot for the North-Eastern States. But, actually, it is
not correct. May | know from thc Minister whether the schemes which have
been sanctioned 1or the North-Eastern States arc only on paper, or, they are
being implemented?

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, thc DPEP Schemc is
implemented where the litcracy rate among females or a specific group is very
low. As the hon. Member wauld be knowing, in manv of the North-Eastern’
Statcs, the rate of literacy among males and females is very high. Some of them
like Mizoram have 95 per cent hiteracy rate. Some States have 75 per cent literacy
rate. And then, the State Governments themselves do not fect that there is a
necessity for targeting any particular arca or community. $o. these schemes do
not go there. But, if, after a survey, we come to the conclusion that these
districts should also be included, we wiill certainly include them. Bui, for that, a
survey is needed. The DPEP programme has the mechanism to find out which
districts should be included now and up to which level this should be extended.
As far as Madarsas are concerned, as you will notice, it depends on how many
requestions come for the improvement of Madarsas. If there is a requestion, all
our schemes work and, perhaps, under this Government, the largest number of
Madarsas have been benefited all over the country, And in terms of
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modernisation, we always help for computer education, for the science tecacher.
We will also go to them and try to persuade them to have these teachers. |
assurc you that if there is any demand, we will certainly fulfil it.

sft yera= Wi gurafa 78, W S T @ 2 fF SR & 53 ' S 9E o
¥ qf avg @ it # fafea 7€ o T ¥ R gwe fog 2 6-14 9 o & o=
Hfau sfE R aaiisdi i TA I TR T @ 6-14 T
T a=al F e P wFdF T A @ ¥ 1 70 dey I A S amar € fe
A9 FEFH F491 &2 oy form wFR | 3 faen 02 = gy g Frd A of
TR # T2 T 9% qqF F FRLHL)

1, e T St A 9w 7v % I A @ ot Wt vk B gfaa fan
# for ' wd foren tfiyam’ ! T w1 FRdiE i 3 wer e § ol @ <=
T ¥ T R o i, e e A gl I R we W, s wm wm
& aimia 1 IO | THA & FE B I A g A w9 Haeq $91 | 39 94 fen
AR $ FE AT 1A T N H gfg se famrR A I IR A
e A a1 G § (7 e Fifa R ma e e 2003 T 6- 14 T AR H
Y & S F=4 o 7H Fafia I o | 2010 7F 9% 19 foren O R @ st
1ft SHaTen | 3o fog il 9 gdgo 2en agn uraee dead ot §m s g
2130 Hay ¥ o TS 3 39 g8 Q fawew V9 fau ¥ ol 3 e qifm w9 @ faer
form w1 w1 &, 9 Tl & forg @ FRm A @ o} ik - B e i &
¥ 1Tt A @ o S s i a6 ader e e A a s T A Tl aw  ein
P =T T O ARFT I T G T ¥ | 36 9v o i ¥ 3
T ST e F LS 1 T o 7 Qe e @ e W vt 3 v
? for gaft 2o @R & sifan ad F wiga g ¢ Afsa g udl d9a§ta S d Wi
ST @ TR R W w7 G € ol vaEs sy W A ) fim s wwm
Exufl

st srvar fas: gurefa wéeg, snoama Efs S o=t A e gfisa am ¥
e ST T 9 favafaerera & srvarass @ ¥ favafaueEl @ a<3 ) <
«gd gfyse F0 T2 A ifE 9 7= TeEE Bd ¥ I TER & u off 3 91 %
fodre Bt 3l areaRt § WY B ot § T o a=9i +6i Tee o ST fae v e
ogd AfEaR o ser 1 feeet o € u anaw 3 SRR UF 91 J=4
3TiE g g, T ) 72 Tam v @t el B ) o arw O i ¥ feew faan
thetrd T 3R TEG TOF fUerd & U A 9=3 T I T6 T FE | 1 ST
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o T et fe e fadi Je A el s fr e Taiarfam &
I T F Fgens aorrer 3l Tivik e =t st ofes s=a it W fimn
o arefa d 3 1

B, yeeht W A gviafa S, 7€ 9 aga geeaqd ¢ FifE = R ol
feringert Tt F U2 TETER fae € 6 9 a4t @ wiy gefa e
qa o B o 3 T ¥ | TR F SR T WS U e S a1 6 a6 g9
# foraa Tmvm ot aferard gt @ & 19 o 3w el fuerdt ¥ su An
s wei o W=t & ary fdt woen = gofann fean i &, daa faarem @ A, s
ot ¥ =% Sy A -

oft =1 g A W, TR A T TR S sy R el NI
aga T Al =3l 3 Wit ¢ S gE T W @ ¥ T == 9 e w6 A A
T ¥ o 3 ¥ AR T AT el | 1 o0 a6 B v F i saaedn
¥ A S = € o ST wreall o v @ fere e R sgareen andt g Wit )
¥2 7 i S = € $d wem o 3 = Y yer @ fore fee s wm
W ¥ 2R TR I wEEan & forg w7 =fifa srome gu R F 7w o s e
% fr 39 TR | <t wgram 4 ot R, @rad] @ S o= wm W ) ¥ R
% GO f6q aE @ geEar 2t €2 9 97 Wi I Tew € 16 T S sfeaat
G T 379 qF A TE | 7t 391 @ Aot F wfeads w0 ) famr e 72

. et e et : e @t fan &Y srem swaea g ¥ SR % fae
o i ATEYIHT F ATHR FE T WG gu € T 3if, gF el sfin [ wa
# HFA A e O ¥ | SAYEFAER U9 G 59 W6y 3t § 3 o
AR IEE vt ¥ o Vit I veg w0 ¥ qEtEa 4 A oft fawar # 9 g
¥ ¥, 34 fag i =Eew ¥ it T e W =g sfus 3 F et e
farariran 3t Sgarga € ) 38R YR AR W= 1 e ¥ | e a5 s
w7 WA T T g ¥ 3R S T w1 F Iwa A e I " w7
4

VEN'BLE DHAMMAVIREY O: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister
as to why the problem of drop-outs is there in schools at the primary level in
the rural areas. There arc a lot of drop-outs. What is the reason behind it? What
steps is the Government taking to create attraction among children so that they
happily go to schools? Just now, my hon. colleaguc has mentioned that the
elderly students are eager to go to Universities. They arc not brats. They can
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go. But, has the Government made any arrangement at the primary level in the
rural areas to create attraction among children so they make it a habit to go to
schools? What steps have been taken by the Government to reduce
droup-outs at the primary tevel, especially in the rural arcas?

. T v Wt wurafa Sfl, feien < foe i &3 F T w@R # 9
ot & ver W Ao @ srard, fod ig & 9 9=3f B e S e e s @
fer, IR 7 Ta &G F U, TR 1F 9% A W FHE 9 9EE 99 00, T8
e T g ¥ 39 Aug 2w @ I madt afet § gy e g @ & o
O 3R SISl € T ¢ TE 70 A THH 2 1@ ¢t Tenm # 3R urE g
A& & ¥ | 9% U B 1 Wg™ 9=41 w9199 U & fag, ausm # fog,
ST % Forg = R, SR AR 0 ¥ | S Tl ) whe S o g
T U WA QiAE 3 e {6 a4 09 W6 ¥ o T 9% 1961 10 - $9 forg g
F A o 9ard 39 9w A F 9 faed o= v yHe &Y, 398 wa o 39 fee uw
Fror o U AT € 1 Afe g wfers 98 ¥ 6 anit 3w & wfaer faemerdl o
forerer Iver=y 8 2, Frgfam o @t ¥ o e wgaa 7 T ue aoe @ s e
=] @ Arer v ot wedt ¥ A faemern A 9 w9 399 wara € 9t #1198 FfaTr
¥ | 3OF AN G+ fag s a7 fa=r f T fe e v fen sffimm @
forerer a7at fgem €07, g guft e & B frgaa fad and ol e v w1 gt da o
frgaa fad Wi f99d 373 s amfos i@ M R fsm R dmasa= @
% T B | B9 P FR @ ¥ 1 59 9 § HAE AR ol % | § dEy ey 99
A 9T 9 @ 1 39 Wi § it 31 =@ = waEw e o € waee 9t @
Wfep 391 99 T8 U A @ | 35 R R ¢ A 371 11 = fegragq a1
& T QT Glehill 1 A € 138 38 TWE SR & <R | 9 3T Berg
24 2, eg A , A=9d ¢ & o s w2, Afan ik afin affomm 2
¥ 9 E T 9% UE T W I e 1 < A 1 mar e af
1 ¢ fefigae waaem #0 S 9 39 a8 T v W@ i aH o faomers =« @
T 41 FF IIY I R F @R T W ae U | g e i s shfag
T8 & fm g=a1 = ¥f9 veA § w9 Bt ofte off gt & wrfas Fw En ¥ s AR
T SRR TR Tl el R A e g T ¥ 139 W W A ®@ ¥ 97 Haen
F @ ¥ fa o arat faren 6 A T O | 39 U e o e = @ faae
HER =1 IR g7, Tt Tt o) 6 whrerteny foewt @t ofk = are 3g
e gdt witt, gfg St @it 1 T | onflat 7 e Ten A sl T A e
U &I O Brgis 2 <t S | U fag 50 99 5= & aw it fruife 59 9w
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¥ 5w Fafyed wan ae v T Rl S ¥ i ffyea g o aae faame v e
Rt mar PR FE R AWM RTIBT IR B

SHR1C. RAMACHANDRAILAH: Sir, the studets from the primary classes
arc asked to carry a heavy load of books. Some Committees were appointed
and they made some rccommendations. But they have not been tmplemented.
May 1 request the Minister to kindly fix a time schedule as to which subject
should be taught at which hour so that the load of the students from the
primary classes will be reduced. They are small children and they are asked to
carry a huge bag of books. The Minister can make a suggestion to the schools
so that they can fix a time schedule as to which subject should be taught at
which hour and the load of the students will be reduced.

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: Sir, the fram work of the new curriculum
that has been designed states very clearly that in the lower classes the load on
the students, in terms of their copy books and textbooks, should be reduced.
We have also taken care of the fact that the students are not scared of
examinations and of the stresses and strains on them because of a heavy load.
So, a suggestion has also been made that examinations up to 10th class be
abolished and that there should be only one public examination at the 12th
stundared level. We also feel that the pedagoygy, that 15, the methods of teaching,
should aiso be designed in such a way that the need of carrying books to the
schools will be reduced to the minimum. | fully agree with the suggestion and |
personally would be happy, if the hon. Members timpress upon their State
Governments so that the implementation of the suggestions is done speedily. [F
the students have to bear a heavey stress at the carly age, whether 1t 15 physical
or mental, the development of his or her personality 15 retarded. The growth will
not be balanced. So, [ fully appreciate this suggestion. { agree with it and we
have been suggesting this. Whatever novel methods you want to suggest, you
can suggest 1o us and we will certainly give them to the NCERT and CBSE
Boards for being implemented.

SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister has given a
very good picture on clementary education programmec. But when we go through
the Budget, we find that the actual provision made for the Ministry of HRD is
very low, Actually, this year it is less than what was made last year,

How arc you going to find resources if the budgetary help is not there for
HRD? When we talk of second gencration reforms, the most important aspect is
education. But it has not been given that much importance in the Budget. What
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is the view of the hon. Minister in this regard?

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: Sir, we can point out that in certain areas
there has been a lesser allocation. But that is because of the fact that last year
we had to pay a heavy amount on account of salaries. So, it was the non-Plan
amount which was paid to the university and college teachers. Now that problem
does not arise because we have paid back all the arrear. There will not be such
a problem this year. But, as | have already stated, this scheme of Serva Shiksha
Abhiyan will not only continue in the next year, but it will also continue in the
next Plan. Certainly, 1 also agree that the need more resources for this purpose,
Whatever has been allocated will not meet the requirements of the country. We
need more resources. The cooperation of the hon. Members in allowing the
Government to mop up more resources witl be welcome.

* 125 [The Questioners (Shri K.B. Krishna Murthy) was obsent for answer
vide page. 31 infra]

* 126 [The questioners (Shri Kapil Sibal and Dr. D. Masthan) was absent for
answer vide page. 32 infra]

Expert Committee for new drugs

*127. PROF.(SHRIMATI) BHARATI RAY:1
SHRIMATI CHANDRA KALA PANDEY:

Will the Minister of HEALTHAND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state;

{a) whethere a Multi-disciplinary Expert Committee for new drugs, which
are discovered in the country, was to be set up;

(b) whether the same has since been set up;
(c) if so, what is its composition; and
(d) by when it would start functioning?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. C.P.
THAKUR): (a) to (d) A statement 1s laid on the Table of the House.

(a) to (d) Yes, Sir. The Expert Committee was set up on 17.1.2001. The
composition of the Committee enclosed as statement. It will commence
functioning when any proposal for evaluation is received. At present no such
application is pending.

1 The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Prof (Shrimati) Bharati Ray.
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