RAJYA SABHA [13 December, 1999]

All these PSUs are sick, have been referred to BIFR, and in
general are facing serious resource srunch.

Efforts are being made by PSUs to sort out the issue with the
BSEB and the State Government authorities.

Trade with France

1*209. SHRI SWARAJ KAUSHAL: Will the Minister of
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) Whether France has offered to dgable its trade with India and
to be included in the category of first five countries which are
investing in India;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the reaction of the Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI
MURASOLI MARAN): (a) to (c) No such proposal has been
received from the French side. However, in the 9th Session of Indo-
French Joint Committee held in New Delhi during November 23-24,
1998, both sides had agreed that the current levels of trade and
investment between the two countries were not commensurate with
their potentials and both sides had agreed on the need for concerted
efforts through the Joint Committee in order to help realise the full
potential of Indo-French trade and economic relations.

Grant-in-aid for Social Welfare Organisations

*210. SHRI S. AGNIRAJ: Will the Minister of SOCIAL JUSTIC
AND EMPOWERMENT be pleased to state: '

(a) the number of schemes of Grant-in-aid available for various
categories of social organisa‘ions and physically handicapped welfare
organisations, alongwith details thereof;

(b) what is the total allocation for these schemes and guidelines
thereof;

(¢) what is the normal time taken for release of Grant-in-aid under
these schemes; and

(d) how many such schemes are pending from Tamil Nadu for
clearance?

t Original of the quesiion was received in Hindi.
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