{15 December, 1999] RAJYA SABHA

Production of armaments at réduced costs

1406, SHRI RAMACHANDRAIAH RUMANDLA: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state that the action taken to
modernise the Indian ordnance factories for production of highly
modernised and mechanised armaments at reduced costs?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENCE {SHRI HARIN PATHAK): Modernisation of Ordnance
Factories is an ongoing process aimed at meeting the emerging
requirements of Armed Forces. It also has, as its objectives,
production of modernised and mechanised armaments in a cost
effective manner. The steps taken include renewal and replacement
of old plant & machinery and induction of new machines and
processes. An mnvestment of Rs. 1241 Cr. is contemplated during the
Sth plan period.

Increased activity of China along the border in Arunachal Pradesh

1407. PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAYV: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whcther activities of Chinese troops on Indian border have
been increasing; and

(b) if so. what steps have been taken by India, in view of the
increasing activities of Chinese troops on the border?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI GEORGE
FERNANDES): (a) and {b) The resolution of the boundary between
fndia and China is outstanding. Both sides carry out patrolling
activity in the border areas as per their respecuve perccptlons of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC). Certain increase in Chinese PLA
activitics was observed for some period during the current year along
the India-China border. However, the situation is now stable. There
is no tension anywhere along the border.

2. The two sides hawve been discussing the boundary question in the
framework of the Joint Working Group to seek a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable setticment of the boundary. Both sides have also
rciterated  their commitment to  respect the Agreement on
Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity along the LAC in the India-
China Border Areas and the Agreement on Confidence Building
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