RAJYA SABHA [16 December, 1999]

Central assistance to Orissa

1549. SHRI JANARDAN YADAV: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the reasons for. deiay in realising the Central assistance for the
cyclone and flood victim of Orissa, West Bengal and flood affected

areas of Bihar;

(b) whether Government are considering release of Central assist-
ance in near future; and

(c) if so, by when? .

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE (SHRI S.B.P.B.K. SATYANARAYANA RAO):
(a) to (c) Pending receipt of a detailed memorandum, Rs. 500 crore
was released as ad-hoc assistance from the National Fund for
Calamity Relief (NFCR) and Rs. 450 crore as advance plan assistance
to Orissa in the wake of the Cyclones of October, 1999, in addition
to Rs. 42.50 crore as the Central share of the Calamity Relief Fund
(CRF) for 1999-2000 Rs. 33.78 crore an dRs. 33.39 crore have also
been released to Bihar and West Bengal respectively as Central share
of CRF for 1999-2000 for relief and rehabilitation measures.
Memoranda for additional assistance of Rs. 721.27 crore, Rs. 6227.59
crore and Rs. 534.00 crore in the wake of cyclone/floods have been

received from West Bengal, Orissa and Bihar respectively. While it
has been decided to reicase an additional assistance of Rs. 29.52
crore from the NFCR to West Bengal, the memoranda from Orissa
and Bihar, which have just been received are under consideration in
accordance with the prescribed procedure.

Area under Kharif and Rabi crops

1550. SHRI SURESH PACHOURI: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the total area under foodgrains production, separately for
Kharif and Rabi foodgrains during 1990-98;

(b) whether the area under Kharif has declined while are under
Rabi has remained stagnant for a long period;

(c) if so, reasons therefor; and
(d) steps taken to stop decline in the area under cultivation?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE (SHRI S.B.P.B.K. SATYANARAYANA RAO):
{a) to (c) Total are under foodgrains production for Kharif and Rabi
during 1990-98 are given below:

(Area in Million Hectares)

Kharif Rabi Total
1990-91 80.78 47.06 127.84
1991-92 78.02 43.85 121.87
1992-93 77.92 45.23 123.15
1993-94 75.81 46.94 122.75
1994-95 75.19 48.67 123.86
1995-96 73.60 47.41 121.01
1996-97 75.34 48.24 123.58
1997-98 74.23 49.84 124.07

The area under Kharif foodgrains has declined mainly due to shift
of area from coarse cereals to commerical crops.

(d) The total area under principal crops during 1997-98 was 165.81
million hectares compared to 165.38 million hectares during 1990-91.
Thus the area has not declined.

Public and Private Investment in Agriculture

1551. SHRI SURESH PACHOURI: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) both public and private investment, in real terms, in agriculture

during last five years;

(b) whether there has been a decline in the public investment in
agriculture;

(¢) if so, the details thercof; and

(d) steps taken to increase public investment in agriculture?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE (SHRI S.B.P.B.K. SATYANARAYANA RAO):

(a) to (c¢) The details of public and private investment (at 1993-94
prices) in agriculture during th elast five years are given below:—

(Rs. in crores)
67



