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{¢} how much investment in billion would be required during the
above period; and

{d} whether Government hope to connect every village in India by
telephones by 2002 particularly in Rajasthan and Orissa?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI RAM VILAS
PASWAN): {a) Yes, Sir.

{b) The present demand for telephones is 26.17 million (22.88
millice working DELs and 3.29 million Waiting List) and by 2005 and
2010 the likely demand is expected to be 82 million and 174.3 million
respectively including cellular phone.

{¢) The investment is likely to be Rs. 4512 billion (112.8 billion
1JS3) approx. upto 20190,

{d) Yes, Sir.

Progress of Cross Country Highway Project

“31. SHRI JALALUDIN ANSARL

SHRI GCAYA SINGH:

will the Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be pleased to state
the progress so far made on the implementation of the ambitious
cross-country highway project inauguraied by the Prime Minister at
the beginning of the vear 19997

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANSPORT (SHRI
RAIJNATH SINGH): 16 contracts have so far been awarded tc for
the upgradation of 220 kms. of national highways at an estimated cost

of Rs, 670 crozes.
Deduction of Income Tax on Interest of Fixed Deposit
*32, SHRI SATISHCHANDRA SITARAM PRADHAN: Wili the
Ministzer of FINANCE be pleased to state:

() whether it is a fact that the bank authorities are not deducting
incosne tax on the interest of fixed deposit amount of larger sums as
per the rule;

{b} if so, what action Government are going to take against the
defaulting banks; and

{c) what action is proposed to recover the interest amount from the
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depositors?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI V. DHANANJAYA KUMAR): (a) No, Sir. Banks are
generally deducting income-tax on interest on fixed deposits as
required by section 194A of I.T. Act.

(b) and (c) In view of (a) above, the question dces not arise.
Schemes to Prevent Misuse of Water

1+33. SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: Will the
Minister of WATER RESOURCES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that availability of water in the country has
been declining during the last few years;

(b) if so, whether Government have formulated any scheme to
prevent the misuse of water; and

(c) if so, what are the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESCURCES (DR. C.P.
THAKUR): (a) to (c) The average annual availability of water in the
country remains more or less fixed on an average. However the per
capita availability of water is decreasing due to increase in
population. For efficient and judicious use of available waier
resources the various schemes like Command Area Developmernt
Programme, Water Resources Consolidation Projects, Participaiory
Irrigation Management, Conjunctive use of ground and surface water,
promoting use of drip and sprinkler irrigation and promoting water
conservation through Mass Awarcness Programme have been taken

up.

+Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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