Felicitations to [RAJYA SABHA] on her being Elected
Hon. Deputy Chairman President of the
IPU

The hon. Chairman has also received a letter from Shri Yerra
Narayanaswamy, a Member representing the State of Andhra Pradesh,
resigning his seat in the Rajya Sabha. The Chairman has accepted his
resignation with effect from the 21st October, 1999.

FELICITATIONS TO HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN ON HER
BEING ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE IPU

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Madam
Deputy Chairman, it gives me great pleasure-personal, institutional and as a
country—to felicitate you on your unanimous election as the President of
IPU. This is a very important institution. India is now holding the
Presidentship of this very important institution after a gap of considerable
years. The Last time when we had an Indian as the President was when Shri
Dhillon was elected as the President. Much more noteworthy is the fact that
perhaps in the annals of the IPU this is the first time when a woman has been
the President. And another distinction which, I think, is also unique is that
this is the first time that the election to the IPU Presidency has been
unanimous.

Therefore, please accept, personally from me and from the Government—
indeed, I believe, the entire House—our felicitations and all our good wishes
for your very successful tenure as the President of the IPU. Thank you.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH):
Madam Deputy Chairperson, 1 associate myself fully with the sentiments
expressed by the hon. Leader of the House, Shri Jaswant Singh. We live in
an increasingly interdependent world. The challenge before the humanity
today is to manage this increasing global interdepenence equitably in the
interest of both the developed and the developing nations. For this purpose,
we need international institutions; and there are many international
institutions today. It is a matter of intense pride for us that you are going to
head a governing body of one of the most influential organisations of world
parliamentarians. You have served our country with great distinction; in this
House as well as outside the House, and in international fora. Your
knowledge, your experience, your wisdom, are tremendous assets, and, I am
sure, when you preside-over the deliberations of the Inter-Parliamentary
Council, the whole world community would gain by your vast knowledge,
wisdom and experience. As Jaswant Singhji has said, it is after 1973 that the
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Presidency of the Inter-Parliamentary Union has come back to India, also that your
election has been unanimous, that you are the first woman in the 140 year's history of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union to be elected as the President. These are all very
desirable firsts to your long, illustrious, career, and we take pride in your
achievements. And I join the Leader of the House in wishing you a most successful
tenure as the President of the Inter-Parlimentary Union, in the service of the suffering
humanity at large. Thank you.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West Bengal): Madam, I congratulate you on your
being elected the President of the Inter-Parlimantary Council for three years; and that
too, unanimously. It is a rare privilege for all us to wish you—as an Indian, as a
Member of the Rajya Sabha, as a colleague of yours and also as a friend. So, we all
share in your glory and pride, and hope that you will bring more pride to our nation
when you function in that capacity. I remember, last year, 1 went with you and the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha to Moscow to attend a Inter-Paliamentary Union meeting
and, at that time, you were an ordinary member of the Union. Then, within five days,
you became the Vice-President. Thereafter, in one year, you have become the
President. It is quite fast. What's next? I have some wish in my mind, and I don't
mind saying it candidly. When I was in the early 20s, Smt. Vijayalakshmi Pandit was
the President of the United Nations General Assembly. I would very much like to sec
you in that position in the coming years. Madam, I hope that your charm and grace
would have its impact on this exalted position. And 1 only hope that your
international engagements, as a luminary, do not take you too far from this House,
and that you still have some time for this House too. Thank you very much.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMCHANDRA REDDY: (Andhra Pradesh): Madam Deputy-
Chairperson, I, on my behalf and on behalf of the Telugu Desam Party, congratulate
you wholeheartedly on your being elected as the President of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union. Really, not only we, the Members of this House, but the entire nation is proud
of you on your being elected unanimously and, that too, representing fifty million

women.

I once again thank you and I associate myself with the Leader of the House in

extending my felicitations to you.
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SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Madam Deputy-
Chairperson, I congratulate you wholeheartedly on behalf of the D.M.K. Party
to which I have the honour to belong, on your being elected as the President
of the I.LP.U. and that too, unamimously. We know that the League of
Nations is the mother of the UNO. In that case, the Inter Parliamentary
Union is the grandma of the UNO.

T[] Transliteration in Arabic Script.

12



Felicitations to [21 OCT 1999] on her being Elected
Hon. Deputy Chairman President of the IPU

Now, when we see that our Deputy Chairperson is elected as the President of the IPU,
we hope that one day we will hear her voice in the United Nations. Madam, after the late
lamented Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, I think your voice is going to be heard by Europe as
well as USA. We feel that in the social justice sector, the world has won in having
elected you. We in the Dravidian movement have been working for social justice for the
last 83 years.

We hope and wish that you have a successful tenure and bring pride to this great
nation.
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T[ ]Transliteration in Arabic Script.
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SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): Madam Deputy Chairperson,
on behalf of the AIADMK Party, I rise to congratulate you on your
unanimous election as the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. This
year, the cry has been for the freedom of women; and this year, a woman, for
the first time, has been elevated to that position. It is indeed a matter of pride
for the women as a whole. It is also a matter of pride that you are
representing India and the voice of the women and the downtrodden people.
I rise to pray for your long life and success in your new assignment.
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): Madam Deputy Chairperson, I
am happy that the great personality and talent inherent in you has been
recognised by the world community. I can say one word that while our
country is thinking to give you due recognition—probably in the later part of
your life—the world community has gone ahead and given you recognition
at this moment. On behalf of my party, the Assom Gana Parishad; and on my
own behalf, 1 congratulate you and wish you a very happy and prosperous
future.
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SHRIMATI CHANDRESH KUMARI (Himachal Pradesh): Madam, I
congratulate you on behalf of all the women who have represented and who are
representing women in both the Houses of Parliament. It is a great honour that a lady
from India has become the President of the IPU. Madam, reservation for women is a
long-standing demand of the women of India and I hope you will see to it that we
pass the Women's Reservation Pill, in this Session itself. Thank you.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Leader of the House, Leader of the
Opposition, Leaders of the various political parties, friends, and the Prime
Minister, who is present over here; I wish hon. Chairman was sitting over
here today and he did not have to go for the funeral of Julius Nyerere and, I
did not have to sit on the Chair and listen to it. 1 would have preferred to sit
in my seat and listen to all your good wishes and congratulations. The
Chairman himself rang me up when I was in Berlin and conveyed his wishes.
And before he left for Tanzania, he again told me that he would not be here
and that he was feeling bad. So I had to sit over here and listen to what the
Members had to say things about me. 1 am really thankful to all of you for
your good wishes. The hon. Prime Minister also rang me up in Berlin. My
leader. Smt. Sonia Gandhi, and most of the other people also rang me up. 1
would like to say that this definitely is a singular honour to the country
because India was not so visible for some time. We have to play our role in
world politics. I remember some words that are attributed to John F.
Kennedy when he said, "Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what
you can do for your country." That is my motto that whatever I do should
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bring some honour to my country. That was the motivation for me to work
hard and, as Biplabbabu has said, last year, in September, [ was elected as the
Vice-President; and this year, in September, 1 got elected as the
President. This was the main motivation to uphold the dignity and the legacy
of India and the thousands of years of ethos that we are so proud of that when
I preside over the world assembly of parliamentarians of 140 countries, I
should remember that 1 represent a country, which believes in democracy. In
today's world, in our neighbourhood, we see that democracy is no more there
and we see that many other countries that are still to come back to
democracy. My desire would be to uphold the democratic principles and
strengthen the democracies of the world and also work for those nations,
which are still deprived in the world of their right position. I would also work
and see to it that world resources and wealth, whether it is technological or
economic, should be shared equally among all the partners of the world. My
desire would also be uphold the human rights and humanitarian laws and also
to keep the gender parity as the prime responsibility of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union. When I was speaking as the President
of this organisation, I ended my speech with Tagore's very famous poem,
which says when the head is held high. And I really want to hold not only my
head also high but keep my country's head high in the world. That would be
my desire. I also quoted from our concept of world as one nation, as one
family, "Vasudeva Kutumbakam," which is the one thing we believe in. I
would like that India's ethos, our belief—today the world is talking of
democracy, but we had a tradition of democracy thousands of years old—I
hope inspire all.T will be able to translate this to the rest of world and bring
credit to my country. 1 thank all of you; 1 thank the Leader of the House, the
Leader of the Opposition and the Prime Minister once again for saying such
nice words about me. As for the women's reservation Bill, this Session is very
short. But our pressure would be there and I am sure that along with the
pressure, we will be able to make the people understand that no democracy is
complete if it does not have the participation of the 50 per cent of the
population of the world and our country too. This, I am sure, everyone of
you, not only the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition, but the
rest of the Leaders would understand and would try to follow the trend.
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Democracy is not stationary; democracy is a movement and it should
change with the times. The time has come when, in the next millennium, we
should have more participation of women and their contribution. It is no
fight against men. It is partnership between men and women which we are
asking for. Thank you very much.
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SuaHTafy : Elf?ﬁ?ﬂ | The House stands adjourned till Monday, the
25th October, 1999.

The House then adjourned at twelve of the clock, till Monday, the
25th October, 1999.
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