
Observation by the [RAJYA SABHA] Hon'ble  hairman 

ensuring that the visit of his Holiness the Pope during the dates of 5th to 8th 

November is a glittering success. That is all that I have said. 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir...... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me say on this subject first. 

SHRI M. VINKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, I will be very brief. Sir, try to respect 

our sentiments also. They go on making running commentary. They don't 

understand our hurt feelings. I have no words to say. I am sorry. See, they 

took the name of RSS Chief. In what way he is connected here? Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, I don't know whether you were able to hear him or not, but in 

what way the Chief of the RSS is connected with this? I humbly request that 

the names of the organisations and the name of the Chief of the RSS should 

be deleted from the proceedings because this House should not be allowed to 

denigrate the persons who are also patriots. They are also nationalist forces. 

They can have their view. The BJP has taken a view that the Pope is 

welcome, all respect should be given to him. Nobody object from the party 

also. Not only that, even the RSS Chief has said it. 

I want to put it on record, Sir, that RSS or the Vishwa Hindu Parishad or 

even other organisations, as I could read in newspapers, nobody has opposed 

the visit. Let us maintain peace and harmony. Let us not inflame passions by 

our speeches here in this House. This is my request. 

 

OBSERVATION BY THE HON'BLE CHAIRMAN 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Members, whatever has happened, in spite 

of walk-out or raising some objections, I would like the country to know that 

the general consensus of this House is that as Indians we are heirs to a great 

cultural tradition of tolerance shaped- by Buddha, Mahavira, the Sufis, 

Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda and Gandhiji. Gandhiji used 

to say, "You can never be a good Hindu unless you are a good Christian." 

Vinoba Bhave said that India's biggest contribution in this century is 

Sarvadharma Prarthana, prayer of all religions. That is what the biggest 

contribution of this century to the whole mankind and all religions is. I think, 

on this issue, whatever Members might have said, there is a general 

consensus of this House. Whatever you might say otherwise; His Holiness, 

the Pope is our honoured guest. Besides being the head of a religious 

community, he is also a head of State. It is our duty—as the Leader of the 

House has also said and each one of us has said—to give him the honour he 

deserves. We owe it not to the Pope, but also to ourselves, to our culture, to 

Gandhiji, our freedom traditions that it should be the same honour 

everywhere, during this period when he comes here and even afterwards, so 

that in the new world where religious terrorism is growing, India sets an 

example that terrorism and fundamentalism cannot besiege religions. 

Religion has to rise to spirituality so that India can become a light to the 

whole world. 
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With these words, I think the consensus should be clear. One should not go 

by what hon. Members have said in anger. So, the whole atmosphere in the 

country should be much better, much holistic, much more harmonious, and it 

is in this atmosphere that we welcome him and welcome everybody. 

RE. QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 
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