
Special [27 OCT. 1999]                    Mention 

(ix) Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India 

(Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas) and Oil India Limited, 

for the year 1999-2000. 

[Placed in Library. See No. LT-140/99] 

SPECIAL MENTION 

Visit of Pope to India 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Goa): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. It is 

very kind of you to have been given me this opportunity to mention a couple 

of events that have taken place, particularly, with regard to the forthcoming 

visit of Pope John Paul-II. My submission is, it is extremely important for 

the image of the country, particularly, at this point of time, when the country 

is projecting the image of really being the bulwark against terrorism, against 

religious extremism and fundamentalism, that the visit of Pope should take 

place in a peaceful and harmonious manner, and, more than that, it should be 

a real opportunity for the people of goodwill and also for the people of all 

religions to affirm social harmony, to affirm religious unity and to affirm the 

spirit of brotherhood which must percolate down to all sections of our 

society and the global society. 

Now, the Prime Minister has been projected, and many people, across this 

country, are under the belief that the Prime Minister is liberal; that he is a 

person who is not merely the leader of a party, but a person who rises above 

sectarian considerations; that he is a national figure who is committed to 

tolerance and to the culture of peace and harmony. That is how he has been 

projected. Now, something more must be done. He must give a message, an 

open message, and call upon all the disruptive forces, all the extremists and 

the fundamentalists, who are bent upon disrupting this very important visit to 

stop from doing so. Therefore, it is extremely important that this message 

must go from the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister announcing it merely 

in Parliament will not do. He has to appeal to everybody through 

Doordarshan, through the electronic media and through the other media. 

These disruptive and fundamentalist activities will not do and they must 

stop; they must roll back and they must ensure peace and harmony. 

Here, 1 would like to mention a point, which concerns my own State and 

which also relates to this subject. A march took place complaining about the 

crimes that were committed during the Inquisition. Now, Goa, is haven of. 

peace and harmony. It is one part of the country where never in its history 

have there been any riots. And, now doing precisely such a thing from Goa, 

on a ground, that is totally untenable, is really something that is aimed at 

immediate, short-term political gains and consolidating vote banks. But it is 

basically disrupting the society and disrupting the country. 

5 



Special [RAJYA SABHA]                 Mention 

Now, what was the Inquisition about? The Inquisition was something that 

was done at that point of time against the Christian themselves—against the 

Christian converts who would not abide fully by the Christian orthodoxy. I 

would like to say for the record that the struggle against the Portuguese 

colonial rule in the 18th and 19th Centuries which was the first phase of the 

anti-colonial struggle, was led by Christians as well as Hindus. But basically, 

it -was led by those people who had of Western education and who had the 

economic power and they were mostly Christians and a few Hindus. It is very 

interesting to note that in this first phase of the struggle against the colonial 

rule, it were Christian priests who participated in it because of racial 

discrimination against the Indian Christians generally. There is a History 

which speaks about the unity of the people, which speaks of harmony. So, 

that should not be disrupted. Therefore, my appeal here is that people from all 

sides of the House, whether they are on this side, or they are on that side—

there are people of goodwill everywhere; there are people who believe that 

social harmony must be maintained, there are people who believe that 

religious pluralism must be ensured—must get together, taking advantage of 

this occasion, not because of the visit of the Pope, which will be just an 

occasion for all of us—people from there, people from here—but to get 

together so that harmony is maintained* unity is strengthened and this 

country really achieves the place that it deserves, that is, at the top, as a super 

power, as an economic super power, which can only be achieved if we are 

united, if we maintain harmony, if we maintain the spirit of brotherhood. This 

message must go from the top, from the top of the political system, that is, 

from Parliament itself, to all the corners of this country. Religious and 

cultural pluralism must be respected, national unity must be strengthened and 

social harmony cannot be compromised at any cost. 

In conclusion, I say that the Prime Minister must not only have his image; 

he must do something for furtherance of his liberal image of a national 

leader. He must call upon those people and urge them, and, if necessary, 

action must be taken against fundamentalism, against the people who are 

bent upon disrupting national peace, and, in particular, disrupting the 

forthcoming visit of the Pope. 

SHRI CO. POULOSE (Kerala): Sir, the forthcoming visit of the Pope to 

our country in the first week of November is indeed a great event. I request 

the Government to make all arrangements to see that everything goes 

smoothly. Normally, there is no need to request the Government to make 

special arrangements, but the things have changed. Now, certain 

organizations, which owe allegiance to the Hindutava ideology, are 

propagating hatred against the Christian community at large. In several parts 

of the country, this propaganda is going on. Mr. Eduardo Faleiro has rightly 

pointed out that they are taking a yatra from Goa to Delhi. There are 
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reports that effigies of the Pope are being burnt in Delhi. The newspapers are 

publishing scores of reports from various parts of the country. This has 

created an atomosphere of hatred in the society. It should be checked. The 

Pope visited the country earlier also. We had given him a warm welcome. 

He had not only addressed thousands of people, but he had participated in 

religious functions also. Every religious personality has a right to come to 

our country. Religious personalities go abroad and take part in religious 

functions. There should be no objection to it. But now, certain organizations, 

owing allegiance to hindutava, are propagating hatred among the people 

against Christianity. This hatred had created havoc in several parts of the 

country in the past also. Now, it is time this vehement spreading of 

animosity against the society is blocked forthwith. The Government is 

aware.of this situation, but they are not taking any steps to curb the spread of 

this kind of hatred among the society. So, I request the Government to take 

steps to stop forthwith this hatred campaign and, as Shri Eduardo Faleiro has 

rightly pointed out, the Prime Minister and the representatives of 

Government should come forward to see that this propaganda of the 

Hindutava organisations is stopped forthwith and appeal to all sections of the 

society to have a unified opinion and welcome the Pope and make his 

sojourn in India a complete success. 

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, it is a very normal 

thing that when any head of State visits this country, he or she enjoys the 

warm and traditional Indian hospitability. The Pope is a religious leader and, 

at the same time, he is the head of the Vatican State. Therefore, the normal 

Indian tradition, in conformity with our age-old practice, is that a warm 

welcome is given to him. This is in consonance with India's culture, India's 

hospitality. The Pope may be having his own agenda; he may be meeting his 

clergymen; he may be talking to the representatives of the Catholic churches; 

he is free to have his own programme and enjoy the hospitality of the 

country. This is what I would like to stress and I would like the Government 

to understand. But what is unfortunate and derogatory for the country and 

which ceates.an inflamatory situation is that if the two outfits of the great 

Sangh Parivar make a statement as wild as this, that if he does not 

appologise for all the persecution that is supposed to have taken place in Goa 

400 years back, demonstrations will be organised. Now, demonstrations can 

be organised. Everybody has the right to dissent. It is guaranteed under the 

Constitution. I can definitely dissent on occasions that I believe to be correct 

and justified. There have been demonstrations in India when bombs were 

dropped on Vietnam or things were taking a worse turn in different parts of 

the country, oppressing the people. But in a situation like this, to speak like 

that that either the Pope should apologise or face a demonstration, is un- 
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Indian, I do not say anti-Indian; that is un-Indian, unethical and it tarnishes 

the image of the country. This gives an opportunity to the people who are not 

friends of India to lead a campaign every where that India is being led to a 

situation of medieval political system. Even the visit of the Pope has become 

controversial. Sir, this would not have been controversial, this would not have 

been a matter to be raised in this House, if, sometime before, the matter of 

conversion was not made a controversial issue in the country. The matter of 

conversion was made a political issue. Even important political leaders made 

a statement that there has to be a discussion, a national debate, on the efficacy 

of conversion. Things would not have been too sensitive for the country if the 

same brand of fundamentalism, which is threatening today demonstrations 

against the Pope, had not been accused of—I am saying accused of—

mounting attacks or even been accused of being implicated in killing a 

clergyman. Sir, it is past history. Whether the accusation is justified or not, it 

would be proved in the court of law, but the accusations are all there. Sir, I 

had been there, in Manoharpur, in Orissa. I have.seen what has happened 

there. Everyone knows what happened in Gujarat. Everyone knows what 

happened in Madhya Pradesh. Without this .background, the statements could 

have been just brushed aside. We would have chosen to ignore the 

statements. But, in the background that I am stating to you, it is not a matter 

of concern only for Mr. Eduardo Faleiro thinking that he is living in an abode 

of peace i.e. Goa. Let him not believe in that. It is not a matter of that concern 

to him only. It is a matter of concern to the whole of India. If such statements 

are allowed to be translated into real militant action, it is for the Government 

to take the precaution, not for me. Therefore, Sir, I am suggesting that the 

Government—I do not only speak of the Prime Minister. She is the head. It is 

the collective responsibility of the Government. The Government must 

restrain the trouble-makers; the Government must restrain these people from 

carrying out their threat; the Government must create a situation where the 

visit of the Pope takes place in an atmosphere of peace. The Government 

must not only not allow these acrimonious incidents to be repeated, but it 

must also see that the image of India is not tarnished. I am more concerned 

about the image of India. It should not be tranished. Let there not be any un-

Indian activities. Let the Government take the necessary precautions because 

the threat has been given by the Sangh Parivar; and the Sangh Parivar, I 

consider, to be an associate member of the Government. 

�� ����� 	
� (��� ���	 ) : �����, �ह���, ���� �ह�� 3 �� ���� ����  �! 
"� �#$ ��"�� "�  ����� �" �%� ��ह "�  &�"� "�  ���� "' ( ���) �� �*���) �+ (� 
�ह� ह�, �'���� "� �%� �+ � "� ,� &�"� ���� ,��) "�  ���� �+ �� ��"�� "�  ���� �+ 
�-."� �#�� �ह/�'0��� "� �0,�� *��� ह� �ह� ह12 ���� �'���� �+ �%ह� "�  ��� �� "3 
%4ह 5$56 ह��� �ह�� ह�2 %� �"�� �%ह� "�  ���� �7� ह18 "ह9 �ह� ह�, �4� ,� �"�� 
�#��� ��	 �+ %�:$ �� ��"� 0,�4� ;���: ह��� ���ह: �" ह����  
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��	 "� %� ���� ��'* �%ह� ह1, ���+ �4� "' ( �<(�3 ह1 �� ���� ,� "' ( ��*+4� 
=� �4� �'��3 ह1 �� "' ( ��*�:$4�2 �%ह� "� � >��� "� �'��3 "��� �ह9 
��*���, ��ह� ,ह �?-@����6� ह�, ��ह� ,ह ;0��� ह�, ��ह� �ह�'A, �ह, "�3 � �%ह� 
ह�2 ���-��� �+ ह� ��4 :" �#��� "� घ���� ह� =� घ�� "�"�  :" �#��� "� ����� ह�2 
;��+ �'." �$6 %��� ह�, ���� �'." � �$6� ह1 ���"� �'5� ���#� �ह9 ����� %�, �" 
ह���� "�3 	$"�����D %4�4'E "ह���� ह1 =� ,ह �ह�'0��� "� ��ह� "�  ��ह� "� 
4��, �'5� �ह9 ���#�2 ह� ह� �ह/�'A, "� ���� �ह'� %�� �� ���� ह�, F�� ��"' 7"� ,ह 
���� �+4�? ह���� ��	 "� �$��	 �#�� �'���� �+ ���� "�  ��: �"�� %���� �+ �,,�"��$� %� 
4: H�2 �"�� �#��� ��	 "�  ��4� �� ���� �ह �ह�� "ह� �" �'� �� >I2 "� � 
J���% �ह9 �"��2 ���"� �ह/�'A, %� K���� L1 ��,,��� &�D ���� "� ����� ह�, ��"� 
�,M-� ��"' 7�,��� F�) ह� �ह� ह1 �� ��5 �ह9 �� �ह� ह# $? �#��� , ���� �?"� 6 "� 
�*��7� �� ह���� ��	 �+ > �"�� ह� 2 ,ह � ��*� ह��� �" :" ���� :" ��	 "� 
�*��7� > �ह� H� �� ��� �" *�� ���� 4�� =� "ह� �" �ह9 >�� ���� %�:4� 
;�"�2 ;� ���� �" ���+ ��� %��� ह12 *��, �%ह�, �$4��, ���हA� =� �	D� �"�� 
�'." "� ��ह� �+ �ह9 ��$&� %� �"��, �ह �,��� ह'> "��� ह�2 �ह ;$��� "�  �,"�� "�  
��: ��ह� 	�����" �,"�� , �4� ��ह� "�  ��� ��$&�� "� �"�		 "� 43 �� ,ह 
��"' 7�,��� �,M-� "� N��" ह12 ह��� 	$"�����D "� ���� � �O�, ह��� ���$घ 
���" "� ���� � �O�2 J�� �ह9 ह� �" �ह9  �P�2 �K%# 1�� �� �� ;��� ह� "ह� �" 
��� >�� ह� �� >:$ ���"� J�� �ह9 "�+-�ह/�' &�D "� ���� &�D �� ;$�L���� ���:$2 "�3 
� �#��� &�D "� ���� &�D �� ;$�L���� ���: �� (�6� ���: �ह ह� ��$� �ह9 "��� ह12 
"�3 � ह���� �.��ह "� �� ह� ���� 3@,� "� �"�� �.��ह �� *'�� "� �� 4Q8 "� 
(�6� "ह�� �4+4� �� ह���� >�"�  ��� �+ 547� ह)4�2 ;� �,M-� "� ��"�� �7�4�2 ��� 
:" �,��� =� �,	�� R-S6 "� ��	 ह12 ��(�� ���) %� घ6��:$ ह'3 ह� ��D �+, ,ह�$ "�� 
"��� ,��� �7�"�) "�  ��H, ��"�  0"# �) �+, ��(�� ���) %� घ6��:$ ह'3 ह� �T�3 �� 
��"� �ह������, �7U�� ह��� ह': ���V�� �" ,� घ6��:$ "�-"� ह� ��4) "�  ;: 
ह1���� =� ���	��� "� �,W� �� %��� ह� 2 �ह �� ह1 �" �ह/�'0��� �ह'�$X�" �ह/�'I$ 
"� ��	 ह�2 �ह�$ (�6�-(�6� >���� ,��� �%ह� "�  %��� "�  ��4 � �ह�� ह�2 �4� ��"� 
�'�Y� �ह9 �� 43  =�, �%� ह�"� �� �" ह� ��� "� �ह9 >�� �+4�, ��	D� "�+4�, Y�� 
�$4,�:$4� �� ;� ह�"� �� �ह/�'0��� �+ %� "� ����� �� ���� ,��� �%ह� "�  ��4 ह� 
��"�  ��� �+ �ह	� �O� ह1 =� �ह �ह	� � �P� ;� ��� "� >@,��� ��� ��"�� 
"� ���� ���ह: =� "��		 "��� ���ह: �" ��� �T��� "�  ��H ��� �+ >:$2 "��		 
�ह � "��� ���ह:2 �" ह���� &�D "� "�3 %4�4'E ��ह+ �� ��� �� ��� "�+, ;0��� 
&�D "� "�3 �ह'� �7� �"�� �-0%� "� ;��� ह� �� =� "�3 � ह� ���� � �ह� 
"���� ���ह:, ��,D%��" �ह� "���� ���ह:, &�D "�  ��� �� �� "� :" Z��6L��D ��� 
"�"� 2 >% �� �ह �T, �ह9, F�)�" 5 �,T�� �" �ह ह� �ह9 �"�� ���"� ��"�  
����� �ह �0��,�� ���� ���ह: �" >� :" &�D4'E ह�, ह���� �ह�$ � "3 ��ह "�  
&�D4'E ह12 F�) �ह9 �� ��4 �1\ "�"�  �#�� &�D "�  ���� �+ :" �ह� "�+ =� �%��� 
�<(�;��$ &�D "� ह� ��"� ����7 ��"�� "�"�  :" ���, &�D "� 0H���� "� %�:, 
;� ��� "� ���� ��� ��"�� "� ��� �� ��� "�"�  "��� ���ह:, �ह �� ��,��� 
"E$ 4�2  

SHRI S.  PETER ALPHONSE (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the papal 

visit to India has got two aspects. One message is to the entire world as 
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to how this country is going to receive the religious head of the most popular 

religion in the whole globe. That would send a signal not only to our 

neighbouring country, but also to the entire Europe and other parts of the 

globe where we are looking forward to have economic relationships and 

business transaction and their investment here. Perhaps, our friends in the 

Treasury Benches might remember the cruel murder of Mr. Staines and his 

two children in Orissa in the recent past which had sent a wrong signal not 

only to the business community of the globe, but the whole society. They 

thought that we were going back to the stone age. This is one aspect of the 

problem. 

The other aspect is: you are sending a wrong signal to the Christian 

community in India which is 2000 years old. You are trying to change the 

history as if we had come to this part of the land with the Britishers. This is 

not correct. Our religion is as ancient as any other religion in this part of the 

country. 

He is coming here not to enter into any trade pact or to sign » document by 

which the country surrenders to the Pope. He comes here to address the 

Asian Bishops who gather here for their religious discussions. I do not know 

why the Government is turning a blind eye to the malicious propaganda that 

the Pope is and embodiment of forcible religious conversion. What is the 

reason attributed? They say that some 400 years ago, there was some forcible 

conversion. I would ask my friends there how many attacks and deaths were 

there on account of religion not only between Christians and Hindus but 

among Hindus themselves in other parts of the country? In the State where I 

come from, virtually, 8000 Jains were killed by Saivites. Who is to apologise 

for that? In Nagappattinam, a whole temple was ransaked and Lord Vishnu's 

statue was melted and Kulotunga Chola, the Great, took it away and built a 

Buddha Vihar. Who is to apologise for that? Why should you try to change 

the history? (Interruptions). 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Mr. Chairman, Sir, these 

things will be reported widely and unnecessarily create further troubles. If 

you want Tamil Nadu people ...(Interruptions).. I request you to kindly 

confine to the issue. Let us confine ourselves to the issue. 

��
	� ��� 
�ह���� (�-@��� �$4��) : �����  �ह���, �� F�� "ह �ह� ह�? 
...(������)... %� ;��ह�� ह�, ��"� ����� ���� "� ह�+ �#�� ��&"�� ह12  
...(������)...  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down, all of you. 

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: (Maharashtra): He is quoting facts from 

history. ...(Interruptions).. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr Alphonse, please confine yourself to the present 

issue. 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am very sorry. I am 

really getting agitated. 

SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): It is history. ...(Interruptions).; This 

has happened all over the world. If religion ...(Interruptions)'.. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down, all of you. ...(Interruptions).. I am on 

my legs, please sit down. 

��
�� ��� 
�ह���� : >� ;��ह�� "� ����� ��ह�� ह�? ...(������)... 

�� 
����� ���� : ह���� �'$ह �� *'�,�;:  ...(������)... ह���� �'$ह �� 
*'�,�;:2  ...(������)... 

��
	� ��� 
�ह���� : ;��ह�� �� ��" �� �� �"�� ह� >� ���"� ;��ह�� "� 
��� �ह9 �"��  ...(������)...  

SHRI JIBON ROY: He is the religious leader of millions all over the 

world. ...(Interruptions).. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Roy, please sit down. Mr. Alphonse, please do not 

extend it. Do not go beyond the issue. And finish it, please. 

SHRI JIBON ROY: They have to read the history. ...(Interruptions).. You 

do not know the history. There were religious killings in the past. 

��
�� ��� 
�ह���� : �� ;��ह�� "� ��� �ह� ह�? ...(������)... F�� ;��ह�� 
,ह� ह�4� %� �� ���:$4�? ...(������)... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr Alphonse, please confine yourself to the visit of the 

Pope. Nothing more. 

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: Sir, I have not gone out of the brief. 

SHRI JIBON ROY.' 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except what is said by the 

hon. Member whom I have allowed to speak. 

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: The Pope, during his last visit, made the 

purpose of his visit to the various parts of the country very clear to the entire 

world. When he came to our land, immediately after his arrival, he kissed the 

mother land. What for? He said, "This is the land which is the home for 

thousands of centuries of spiritual history." That is why he kissed the land 

and said, "I have come here not to Christianise India but to Indianise 

Christianity. I am here to benefit from the rich traditions of India." Why 

should your suspect it? I know that you do not do it just as that. You do it 

because of elections in U.P. You want to play the game in a different way. 

(Interruptions). 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Duraisamy (Interruption). No, nothing, Mr. 

Alphonse. You have gone beyond the limit. You have pinpointed the idea. 

(Interruption). No Mr. Duraisamy. 

SHRI V.P. DURAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): I thank you very much, Sir. 

Our country is a secular state. Minorities are respected and protected. 

The majority should protect and safeguard the interest of the minority. In 

order to show to the world that our country is a secular State, we should 

invite the most reverent Pope as our distinguished guest. We all hope that 

during his visit to India, harmony and peace will prevail among all the 

communities. In order to demonstrate our respect towards our culture and 

treaditions, we should invite the Pope to our country. 

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, from 

our experience in this country and from our experience all over the world, 

whenever the expression of intolerance is expressed, it complements and 

supplements the other elements in the other religions. The visit of Pope Paul 

should be taken as an opportunity to tell the whole world about the glorious 

traditions of Hinduism and the great Hindu religion, that is, tolerance, co-

existence, love and affection which the great Hindu religion has always 

upheld. Sir, we have seen that whenever the limits were crossed, the result 

has been obvious. I would like to saythis with all the force at my command. I 

do not want to cast aspersions on anybody. Sir, this type of language was 

once used by Bhindranwale when he used to say this thing and that thing and 

his utterances ultimately resulted in chaos and the unfortunate long years of 

killings. I humbly request the Government of. India to kindly intervene and 

come openly to receive the Pope and welcome his visit to this country. It will 

be a befitting expression in the old glorious traditions of this country. Thank 

you. 

��
�� �
� 	��ह� (��ह��) : &/�,�� ����� %�2 �ह���ह� %� ��� %� 
,�6�"�� "�  	��" =� �'���� "�  �ह'�$X�" ��4 �%� &�D �� ���)4 "��� ह�, ,ह &�D 
ह� �?@�����6� ��"�  ,ह &�D �&�� ह1, ,ह ;� ��	 �+ > �ह� ह�2 ;� ��	 "�  "' ( 
�$4\�) �� "' ( �,,���0�� ���� ,41�ह %��� �"�� ह12 �'5� ��� > �ह� ह1 %� F,�� 
]L ;$^��8, F,�� :��%���H > �ह� H� 1977 �+ �� ��� �� ����06� ]L ;$��%D H� 
��"� �,�%6 "�2 �'5� ��� ह� �� ��� � ;�� �"�� "� �,,�� 	'E ह'> H� F�)�" 
%����,��� ��4 �+ �$b�%) �� ��4) "� ���� H�, ��� ,� ��� >:$4� �� ��"�  ;�"�  
��: ��L� ��$4�� ���ह:2 ���':	� ;� ��ह �� �?�6"� ह� 43 H�, �� ��� �4�� 
H� �" 	��� ��"�� "� "ह�� �7� �" >� �� >:$2 ���"� ���� ��*� ��"� 10 ��� 
"� �,�%6 H�, "ह9 "�3 �,,�� �ह9 ह'>2 ,� %����,��� ��4 �+ 43 =� ,ह�$ %�"� 
�/ह)�+ L# � �P�:2 ���"� �� ��*) �� �%/ह)�� �,��& �+ ���� %��� �"�� H� �/ह)�� 
� "�3 >��� �ह9 "�, "�3 ���� घ6�� � �ह9 घ6�, "� ,� %� ह� "���� �+ 4: 
,ह�$ %E� ह�6� "�  ����� :" �8��0d�	� ह� 4��2 �"� ��4) �� �"�� �ह ��� �ह9 
���2 �� ;� ��ह "� �,,�� "�-"� ह� %��� ह12 ह�+ ���+ �ह9 �7�� ���ह:2 "�3  
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�$0H� �� �$4\� ���� ;<(��'���, ���� R-S6 "�  �ह��� �� "�3 ��� "ह�� ह1 �� 
��"� �ह'� �#� �ह9 ���� ���ह:2 ��� ;� ��	 �+ > �ह� ह� ��� ��"�� "�  ���$ef �� 
, ,� ��Sd �&�� ह�, ��� ��"�� ��-@�� E� �� ��"�  ��'E�, ��"�  �� "�  ��'E�, 
��"� �T��� ��4� =� ��"�  ��: %� "' ( �$, ह1 ,ह "��4�2  

%ह�$ �" ��"� &�D4'EI$ "� ���� ����� "� ��� ह1 �� �ह ��"�  g�� ह1 �" ,ह "1 �� 
���+4�, F�� "��4�2 ��� "� ��T��� ,�'&1, "' 6' T�"� "� ह12 ह� ��"� ����� ����� 
ह�, ह� ��"� ��e ����� ह� �� ,�'&1, "' 6' T�"� "� ��T��� "� ����� ह': ��-@��E� 
�� ��� "� ह��� ,��� ��e� �L� ह�4�2 ��� "�3 (�6�-(�6� ���+ "ह9 �� �\��� ह� �� 
��"� �#� ���� "� "� "�3 >,@�"�� �ह9 ह12  

;� ��	 �+ ह� ��4) �� �ह/�' &�D �+ ��*� ह12 :" ��H� �� "ह� �" 	1, =� ,1Sf,) �+ 
��� "�6 ह��� H� 	$"������D �� �ह��2 	$"�����D �� 	1, &��h,�$���) =� ,1Sf,) "� 
�ह "��� "� ���� �"�� =� ह� %4ह �	, =� �,Sf' "� >&�->&� �#i���$ �/ह)�� 
���32 ह���� �ह�$ ��ह�� �+ ह��ह� �����f "� �#�j ह12 �ह �� ह'> ह12 ;� �� "�3 �,,�� 
"� E� �ह9 �+4�2 �ह "ह�� �" $�"� ��HD ह��� ,��� ह1, �ह �ह� �ह9 ह12 "' ( �ह9 
ह��� ,��� ह12 ��"� �,�%6 ��-@�� E� �� �ह'� 	�$���#fD ���"�  �� ह�4�2 ��� ��"�� 
��"� �4',�3 "�"�  %� ��"�  �T��� "�  ��: "��� ह12 "��4�2  

�� ���� 	���
 (�ह���Sd) :  ����� �ह���, >��� �'5� ����� "� �U"� ���� 
;�"�  ��: &/�,�� 2 ��� "� ��� >�� ��-@�� E� �� "�3 ��� �ह9 ह1, ��"� 0,�4� 
ह��� ���ह:2 ,� :" ��Sd�V�Y ह1 =� :" �T���� "�  ��'* � ह12 ���"� �@� �ह ह1 �" 
,� �"� ���� �� �ह/�'0��� �+ > �ह� ह�? ,� :" ��0d�V�Y  "�  �U� �� > �ह� ह� �� :" 
�T���� "�  ��'* "�  �U� �� > �ह� ह�, F�� :" ��Sd�V�Y "�  �U� �� ��� ��"�� �� 
��"� ���$ef �"�� ह1? %ह�$ �" ���� %��"��� ह1 �" �/ह)�� ��� >�� "� ��'��� 
��$4� ह1 =� ��� ��"�� �� ��"� ��'��� �� ह12 �4� ,� ��Sd�V�Y "�  �U� �� > �ह� 
ह� �� ��� ��"�� "� ���ह: �" ��"�  ���� "��D?�) "� %��"��� ��, ��"�  F�� 
"��D?� ह�, "ह�$ %� �ह� ह� ��"� ;� ��	 �+ >�� 	' ह�, �	' ह�,�� ;� �,,�� �+ �ह9 
%� �ह� ह# $ 2 �4� �,��& ह� �ह� ह1 �� ��"�  ��(� �ह'� "��f ह12 %� ,���,�f ह���� ��	 
�+ ��� ह'> ह�, ;� ,WD ��k �� ह��� ह':2 ;� ह��) �+ �"��� �<��3 ह1, �'5� ;� �,,�� 
�� � �ह9 %��� ह1 2 ���"� ;� ��	 "� %� �ह'�$X�" ���% ह� ��"�  �� �+ 8� �4 
�ह� ह12 �� %���� ह� �" ह���� ��	 �+ %��� &�h/��f "� :" ��T��� �ह� ह12 �ह >% 
"�3 �ह9 ��� �ह9 ह�2 �� �ह�$ "�3 ��� �U ,WD �'���� ��� ह� �ह9 "ह �ह� ह# $, >% � 
%��� ह1 ;� ��	 �+2 �� ;�  ...(������)... :" ����6 ����� ���%:2  ...(������)...  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): No, no no. 

SHRI  SANJAY  NIRUPAM:   Please  let  me  speak   ....(interruptions).. 

Please let me speak.........(interruptions).. 

�ह9 �� �'5� "T���6 "��� ���%:2  ...(������)...  
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Maharashtra): Sir, I am on a point of 

order .......... (interruptions).... 

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE(Maharashtra): Sir, is it relevant to the visit of Pope? 

.. .(interruptions)... 

��
�� ��� 
�ह���� : ������ ��, ...(������)... 

�� ���� 	���
 : >� ��4) �� %� ����� H� ����, �'5� ���� ��� "ह�� ���%: 
3������� ��  ...(������)... �ह 4�� ��� ह�4�2  

�� ,ह� ��� �ह� ह# $ 2  ...(������)... ��� "�  ��� >�� �� ��4) "� :���% ह12 �� �� 
��� ह': ह�2 �ह�� �'��: 2 ��� "� �ह� ��T��� �ह� ह12  ...(������)... �� �� ��� ह': 
ह�  ...(������)... �ह�� ���*:2  ...(������)... >� ��.�� �ह� ह� �� �'5� � ��.���� 
>�� ह12  ...(������)... �� ��.���� 	'E "E$ 4� �� "�3 �ह9 ����4�2  ...(������)...  

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir. you have just now said that the 

speeches should be confined only to the visit of Pope. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The speeches should be'confined only to the Pope. 

Nothing more. 

�� ���� 	���
 : ����� �ह���, ���� ��L-��L 0�S6 "� ���� ह� �" ��� "� 
0,�4� ह��� ���ह:, �� ��"� �,��& �ह9 "� �ह� ह# $ 2 ���"� �%� �A,) �� �%� �$4\�) 
�� �,��& �"�� ह� �� �,��& "�  ��(� "�  "��f) "� ��5�� ह�4�2  

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: It should be expunged from'the record. MR.  

CHAIRMAN: Please complete it.बस अपनी बात ख�म क�रए। 

�� ���� 	���
 : �ह���, �� ����� ��ह �ह� ह# $ �" �4� ��� >�+4� �� ��-@�� �U� 
�� �7��� %���4�, ��$4 %��+4�2 ��� ��"�� =� l� �6� ��ह��� ,�%���� %� "�  
���� �� ��� �� :" ��$�����" ���, %1�� ��हU� ��� ���� ह12 %� ,� ��$4 =� 
�7��� %�:$4� �� :" ���, "� ��हU� 6#6�4� ��47�4�, *��� ह�4�2  ...(������)... 
��� ��Sd�V�Y ह� ��"� "�3 ��&"�� �ह9 ह�2 ��� "�  �$�m�� ����� �+ "' ( ����� "�  
...(������)... ;� ��� "� X��� �*�� ���ह:2  ...(������)...  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please confined to this. That is all right. 

...(interruptions) 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): Sir, it is against the Rules of 

Procedure...(interruptions)... He cannot speak like this. 

SHRI JIBON ROY: Sir, he is making most obejctionable remarks. 

�� �� !� "�# : &�"� �ह9 ���4� 2  ...(������)...  

�� ���� 	���
 : �ह���, �'5� ���� ��� "ह�� ���%:2 �ह 4�� ��� ह12 �ह���, 
�ह 4�� ह� �ह� ह1 �'5� �ह9 ����� ���� 4�� �� �L� �� �"�� �" �ह9 ����� �#$4�2 �� 
�-T�	� �� �ह� ह# $2  
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please complete it now. 

Please complete now. (Interruptions). Please wind up (Interruptions). 

�� ���� 	���
 : ����� �ह���, �� "1 �� ,�;/8 �� "E$ , �� "1 �� "T���6 "E$  
�4� ;� �� �,��& ह��� �ह�4�  ...(������)... 2 ����� %� �1\� ह� �/ह+ ��5�:$ �" H�7� 
	�$�� �*+2  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The leader of the House will reply to all the points. 

About certain things which the hon. Member mentioned, I have said, "Please 

confine to the point." Let us keep up a better atmosphere. Let us not create 

an atmosphere which is not suited to our culture. 

�� ���� 	���
 : ����� �ह���, �� ��LD  �ह "ह�� ��ह �ह� H� �" "' ( �ह/�' 
�$4\�) �� J�� ��$4 "� ह1 �" ��� > �ह� ह1, ��	" ,� >:$ ���"� �ह/�'0��� �+ 400 ,WD 
�ह�� 4�,� �+ �%� ��ह :" L�i��� "/,	D� ह'>, %��� &�h/��f ह'>, �� 
&�h��f "�  ��: ,� Y�� ��$4�  ...(������)... �� ��$4 �ह9 "� �ह� ह# $ �� �� ��$4 "� �%? 
"� �ह� ह# $   ...(������)...  

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: He is misleading the House. (Interruptions). 

�� �$��	� : ���*:  ...(������)... >� �'��:  ...(������)... �/ह)�� �%? �"�� H�, 
���� ��� "� ���� H�2 �'���� ���) "� ��� �� "��%:, ��� �ह/�'0��� ����� ह12  

�� ���� 	���
 : ����� �ह���, �� "� ,� �� ��$4 "� �%? "� �ह� ह# $ �" ;��� 
�ह�� � %ह�$ �" ���� %��"��� ह1,���� %��"��� "�  ��'��� ��� ����"� 4�� H�2 %� 
����"� 4�� �� ,ह�$ "�  �18 ;-o8�/� �� ��$4 "� H� �" %� >� ��4) �� L�i��� 
"/,	D� =� %� =���,��	" �A����� �"��, �� �A����� "�  ��: >� ��L� ��$4� 
=� ��� �� ����"� %�"� ��L� ��$4� H�2 �4� ��� �� ����"� %�"� ��L� ��$4� H� 
�� �ह/�'0��� >"� ��L� ��$4�� �+ F�� :���% ह12 J�� �ह9 �" "ह9 ;� ��	 "� ��� 
*��� ह� %�:4�, J�� �ह9 �" ;� ��	 "� ;K%� ��p� �+ ��� %�:4�2 ���"� ��� �� 
;� �$�T��� "� ���� �"�� ह12 ���  �� �ह ��T��� 0H���� "� ह12 �%� ��	 �� �A����� 
�"�� �� ��	 �� ,ह�$ "�  ��4) �� ��L� ��$4� ह1 =� �4� J�� ��L� ��$4�� "� ��$��� 
�/ह)�� ���3 ह1 �� ���� �ह/�'0��� �+ � ��L� ��$4�� ���ह:, �� �� ;��� ��,��� 
"E$ 4�2 ����� �ह���, &/�,�� 

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): All of 

us are aware that the revered Pope is visiting our country as the Head of a 

State. Sir, some news items have appeared in the Press that some unfriendly 

scenes will be created, or, some disturbances may take place. Sir, if some 

udnersirable scenes are created during the Pope's visit, it will not be in tunc 

with India's great traditions. Sir, our Cheif Minister has already appealed to 

the Prime Minister. I once again, on behalf of my Party, i.e. the TDP, appeal 

to the Prime Minister to take all necessary measures to see that the Popes 

visit goes off in a peaceful and harmonious manner. Sir, we should send a 

message to the world also that India stands for a culture of peace, harmony 

and friendship. We believe that the world is one family. Thank you. 
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SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM (Tamil Naud): I would like to inform 

this House that we have different religions and different political parties in 

our country. But during the last one-and-a-half year, an ugly situation has 

developed in our country. A number of minorities from abroad have come to 

our country. I would like to inform the House that last year also, a similar 

incident took place in our country. My learned friend, Mr. Sanjay Nirupam, 

knows this very well. A sportsman from Pakistan came to our country. At 

that time, we had an alliance ;with the BJP. They took out processions and 

agitated in Bombay. And the same thing is being repeated now also when the 

Pope is visiting our country. As far as the Pope is concerned, he is a religious 

leader. Now, how are they going to protect the minorities? I would like to 

give some examples regarding my State. Recently, a small incident took 

place. No, it was not a small incident. It was an attack on the minorities and 

the churches in my district, Kanyakumari. We made a representation.. 

..(Interruptions). 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, please ....(Interruptions) 

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM: My point is that ....(Interruptions) 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): there is harmonious 

relationship in Tamil Nadu.... (Interruptions.) 

Let him do something that creates an atmosphere of harmonious 

relationship. ..,(Interruptions).... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No ...(Interruptions)... Nothing beyond this. 

...(Interruptions )... Nothing beyond this. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He is unnecessarily raising some 

matters not related to his ...(Interruptions\.. 

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM: Sir ........ (Interruptions).. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have finished. You have no more points. Shrimati 

Saroj Dubey. 

��
�� �� � �#"� (��ह��) : �����, �ह���, �ह �ह'� ह� ���� "� �,W� ह1 �" 
��� "� ��� ��e� "� �,,���0�� ����� %� �ह� ह1 2 �%�$4 �� =� �$घ ���,�� "�  
��4 �%� ��ह "� ������%� "� �ह� ह�, �%� �"�� "�  &�"�  �� 	q�) "� ;0����� 
"� �ह� ह1, ��� �.��$X�") "� �,���+ >ह� ह� �ह� ह12 ,� :" ��� �L: ���� "� 
��'��Y� �ह�#� "� �ह� ह� =� ��"� &1�D *A� ह��� ��� %� �ह� ह12 �ह�� ह� ��"�  
��H ;��� घ6���+ ह� �'"� ह12 3��3 �#� "�  ��4) "� �M	$� हA���� ह'3 ह� ���� �,@, 
�+ ह���� (�, &��� ह'3 ह1 2 ;� ��ह �� ��� # "� ��e� �" �,,�� "� �,W� ���"� 
ह���� (�, "� =� &F"� �4�4�, J�� ���� ����� ह12 ह� ����� ह� =� ���� �ह�$ 
����H �A"�� "� :" 	����� ��T��� ह1 2 ���"� ;� ��ह "� ������%� =� �H 
��e� �� ह� ���� ����H �T��� "� ��T��� "� �,"M � "��� "� "�� "� �ह� ह�2 
ह���� ��	 �,D&�D ���, "� ����� ,��� ��	 ह12  
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ह���� &�D �ह'� ���� ह12 ह� ह� &�D "� �<(� ���) "� bहf "��� ��ह�� ह�2 
�ह���, �� ह���� �$%� ��E�� %� �� "ह� ह1 �" ह� �ह'�$X�" ह1 ���"� ह���� �� �+ 
8� ह1 �" �7��� %��+4�2 4'%��� %��+4� �� ���� �#(�� ��ह�� ह# $ �" �4� �'� 
�ह'�$X�" ह� �� �L� �'Tह+ 8� F�) ह�? ��"� �ह 8� ह1 �" �4� ��� 4'%��� ��� 4: 
�� �7��� ��� 4: �� ��"� "��� "��#�+ ���� �'���� "�  ����� �%�4� ह� %��+4� 
...(������)...  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't make it political now. You have made your 

points. (Interruptions) You have finished. ....(Interruptions)... Now you have 

finished. Mr. Vayalar Ravi. You will only associate. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I associate myself with the sentiments 

expressed by my collegue, Mr. Eduardo Faleiro, and other hon. Members on 

this side, on the visit of His Excellency The Pope John Paul II to India on a 

goodwill mission and I appeal to the Government to take all necessary steps 

to uphold the high traditions and the ethos of our great country where certain 

fundamentalist elements are determined to disturb the visit. 

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, I heard with care what the various hon. Members had to say 

on the subject of the forthcoming visit of His Holiness, the Pope. I must 

share with the House an impression in my mind that the concern seems to be 

overstated. I will rather explain why. I am sure that once I explain, the 

Members will be satisfied. We seem to be crying fire. But there is no fire. 

Now, let me first place the facts of the matter for the consideration of the 

House. His Holiness, the Pope, is visiting India on the invitation of the 

Government of India, and it is this Government that had invited Him. I am 

astonished at some of the views that are being expressed. It is this 

Government that has sent an invitation to His Holine.ss, the Pope, and that 

invitation is, at least, about—I do not recollect the exact date—three and-a-

half months old. That is why I say that when I heard the views that were 

expressed by various Members, I am somewhat astonished because we are 

crying fire. But there is no fire. Let it also be understood that His Holiness, 

the Pope, combines in himself the functions of both the Head of the Church 

and Head of the State. 

That is the reality. (Interruptions). 

SHRI M.J. VARKEY MATTATHIL (Kerala): This is the first statement 

being made by a responsible person in your Government (Interruptions) 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I really do not know...(Interruptions). 

SHRI M.J. VARKEY MATTAHIL: This is the first statement made by the 

Government. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: No, this is not the first (Interruptions). Let me 

finish. Let it also be understood that when the visit of the Pope was worked 
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out, simultaneously—I am sure my hon: friends know this very well—

whereas India invited His Holiness to visit India, our neighbours like the 

People's Republic of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and even our next door 

neighbour, Sri Lanka, did not extend him any invitation. I am sure, it has 

caught the attention of my friends. But, not withstanding that, and knowing 

that some of the neighbouring countries had taken this step which they have, 

the Government after reflection and examination of this issue extended the 

warmest possible invitation to His Holiness the Pope to visit India. 

Now, a number of other issues have been raised under the guise or on 

piggy-back upon His Holiness's visit. It is not my intention to enter into all 

those issues. There are aspects, for example, of proselytizing. This is not the 

occasion to discuss that. There are aspects of repentance. Even though 

repentance is a Christian ethics, a part of ethics of charity, we arc not talking 

here of repentance by the Head of the Catholic Church. Even though the 

Head of the Catholic Church has also on an earlier occasion and recently 

also, as the Head of the Church and. as a part of the eithics of that Church.... 

(Interruptions). 

SHRI JIBON ROY: They should not have...(Interruptions). 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Admittedly, I am almost faithless because I 

pursue no faith. But some of my friends who are persuaded by the catholic 

faith know very well that there is dissent and in pursuance of that ethics if 

the Head of the Church elsewhere had expressed repentance, that is a 

different matter altogether. Hon. Shri Gurudas Das Gupta. 

.... (Interruptions). 

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I have a point 

of order. Repentance for what? (Interruptions). This is outrageous. 

(Interruptions). 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Repentance for what? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please let him complete. (Interruptions). Please, let him 

complete. (Interruptions). 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Why is he talking like this? Let him talk 

openly. (Interruptions) 

SHRI MD. SALIM (West Bengal): Sir, the Leader of the House is 

endorsing what we are condemning. (Interruptions). All of us have 

condemned the viewpoint of the VHP. Now the Leader of the House is 

endorsing the VHP's viewpoint. It is very unfortunate. Is this the way to 

build a consensus? 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: They have no respect for anybody.. 

.(Interruptions). 
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SHRI MD. SALIM: This is the least expect from the Leader of the 

House... (Interruptions). 

SHRIMATHI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I want to ask the Leader of the 

House: What does he expect the Pope to exprexss repentance for? How can 

he say that? (Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: You are supporting the work...(Interruptions) You are 

taking a dangerous position? (Interruptions) He is denigrating the Christian 

community... (Interruptions) He is denigrating the people of this country. 

..(Interruptions) 

. MR. CHAIRMAN: Please...(Interruptions) 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me explain...(Interruptions) 

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: I am on a point of order...(Interruptions) 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me explain, Mr. Chairman, . Sir.. 

..(Interruptions). 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Can the Leader of the 

House kindly yield for a minute? When the Leader of the House speaks, he 

speaks not only on behalf of the Government, but sometimes he also 

represents the sentiments of the whole House. Therefore, I would most 

respectfully submit to the Leader of the House that sensing the feelings of a 

cross-section of the House, he should not use such phrases and nuances 

which could be interpreted, and which should be interpreted, as some sort of 

a loaded question. The word which he has used about 'repentance' can be 

interpreted in various ways. And, most respectfully, I would like to submit to 

the Leader of the House to avoid such phrases, where the intention of the 

host Government may be mistaken. Because he represents the host 

Government. He himself, on behalf of the host Government, had extended an 

invitation to the Head of another Government. He will be the principal 

interlocutory with the persons who are coming. Therefore, his every word 

should be guarded, and it should not give any scope for a wrong 

interpretation, and, therefore, the loaded word 'repentance' should be 

abandoned. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right. Let him speak now. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I take seriously what hon. Pranabbabu has said. 

I simply pointed out,—not any expectation, not any demand, not any 

enunciation of a viewpoint—I simply illustrated a part of the Christian ethics 

because this is...(Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: You should understand what you are speaking.. 

..(Interruptions) 
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SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me finish, Sir ...(Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: You are handing over an instrutment of denigration to 

the people outside. ..(Interruptions) You are provoking them...(Interruptions) 

You invited him and you are denigrating him too.... (Interruptions) 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Why do you want to repeat that word? 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: He should know...(Interruptions) You make him 

understand what he is speaking...(Interruptions) 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Will you permit me to carry on? (Interruptions) 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: 1 protest. He says. "The Leader should 

understand what he is speaking". How can he say that?(/merrup(io/is) 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes....(Interruptions) 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Will the Leader of the House kindly yield? 

Sir, I would just plead with my friend, the Leader of the House, whom 1 

highly respect, to appreciate that this question of repentance will definitely 

inflame passions, and that is really the purpose why the extremist 

organizations, the divisive forces, are asking for repentance. 

12 Noon 

It is not because they are bothered about repentance. There are so many 

things to repent for. Everyday we have to repent for so many things. The 

question of repentance is to create a divide, to create a hate-atmosphere and, 

therefore, appreciating that, please, forget and withdraw that word. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nobody should speak now. Let him complete. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I referred to the issues that were, while 

discussing the visit of His Holiness, the Pope, introduced as aspects of the 

visit. I did not refer... 

(Interruptions) 

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: You should withdraw the word 'repentance' 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Another aspect that was referred to... 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI JIBON ROY: You see, this is the culture of this Government 

(Interruptions) You must withdraw it. 

(Interruptions) 
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MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Mr.  Minister, please withdraw that word 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: We requested the Foreign Minister to 

withdraw that particular expression. He has not done it. In protest, we are 

walking out. 

(At this stage some hon.  Members left the Chamber.) 

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA: I appeal to the hon. Leader of the House 

to understand the implicatio of the word that he has used and, therefore, I 

request him to kindly withdraw this, in consonance with the tradition of 

Inida. Kindly withdraw.(Interruptions) 

(At this stage some hon. Members left the Chamber,) 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr. Chairman. Sir, I will be very brief now. 

But I am saddened that the Opposition has found it convenient to walk out. 

That was my apprehension and that is why I had said that piggyback on the 

occasion of His Holiness's visit, extraneous elements had been introduced. I 

need to take only one aspect. A mention was made of certain incidents, that 

had taken place earlier this year. In regard to those incidents, a sitting judge 

of the Supreme Court has already inquired into a major one. The sitting judge 

of the Supreme Court has given his findings. I do not have to go into those 

findings. The sitting judge's report speaks for itself. Sir, the fears are 

overstated. Let me state very clearly and categorically that any guest to India 

is a very welcome guest because we continue to function on the basis of 

Atithi Devo Bhavah. In this particular case, the head of the Church, the head 

of the Catholic Church and the Head of the State of Vatican, is coming to 

India on the invitation of this very Government and, therefore, it did not 

require on the part of my friends in the Opposition, who seem to have come 

prepared to create and issue where there is no issue, to stage a walk out. I am 

saddened by that development. But it seems to fall into part of a pattern. It is 

the responsibility of this Government. The Governemnt will fulfill its 

responsibility impaccably. I have one final sentence. Just a few days back, 

perhaps last week or ten days back, a weekly journal had asked me this very 

question. I haven't seen what the weekly journal
1
 has published. But I am 

informed. Sir, that my reply there to that weekly journal and I am confident 

that that has been reproduced faithfully—when this question was asked—

was, and 1 repeat, that His Holiness, the Pope, is a guest of the Government 

of India, of all of India and, in deed, the dates of his visit coincide with the 

great festival of Diwali, the festival of lights when Ram, after conquering 

over evil returned to his capital. What better than that on such a joyous 

occasion, a head of another State, other church and other religion should also 

be participating with us during those festivities. It is only befitting of India 

and it is our commitment, Sir, I said so openly that we are committed to 

21 



Observation by the [RAJYA SABHA] Hon'ble  hairman 

ensuring that the visit of his Holiness the Pope during the dates of 5th to 8th 

November is a glittering success. That is all that I have said. 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir...... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me say on this subject first. 

SHRI M. VINKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, I will be very brief. Sir, try to respect 

our sentiments also. They go on making running commentary. They don't 

understand our hurt feelings. I have no words to say. I am sorry. See, they 

took the name of RSS Chief. In what way he is connected here? Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, I don't know whether you were able to hear him or not, but in 

what way the Chief of the RSS is connected with this? I humbly request that 

the names of the organisations and the name of the Chief of the RSS should 

be deleted from the proceedings because this House should not be allowed to 

denigrate the persons who are also patriots. They are also nationalist forces. 

They can have their view. The BJP has taken a view that the Pope is 

welcome, all respect should be given to him. Nobody object from the party 

also. Not only that, even the RSS Chief has said it. 

I want to put it on record, Sir, that RSS or the Vishwa Hindu Parishad or 

even other organisations, as I could read in newspapers, nobody has opposed 

the visit. Let us maintain peace and harmony. Let us not inflame passions by 

our speeches here in this House. This is my request. 

 

OBSERVATION BY THE HON'BLE CHAIRMAN 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Members, whatever has happened, in spite 

of walk-out or raising some objections, I would like the country to know that 

the general consensus of this House is that as Indians we are heirs to a great 

cultural tradition of tolerance shaped- by Buddha, Mahavira, the Sufis, 

Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda and Gandhiji. Gandhiji used 

to say, "You can never be a good Hindu unless you are a good Christian." 

Vinoba Bhave said that India's biggest contribution in this century is 

Sarvadharma Prarthana, prayer of all religions. That is what the biggest 

contribution of this century to the whole mankind and all religions is. I think, 

on this issue, whatever Members might have said, there is a general 

consensus of this House. Whatever you might say otherwise; His Holiness, 

the Pope is our honoured guest. Besides being the head of a religious 

community, he is also a head of State. It is our duty—as the Leader of the 

House has also said and each one of us has said—to give him the honour he 

deserves. We owe it not to the Pope, but also to ourselves, to our culture, to 

Gandhiji, our freedom traditions that it should be the same honour 

everywhere, during this period when he comes here and even afterwards, so 

that in the new world where religious terrorism is growing, India sets an 

example that terrorism and fundamentalism cannot besiege religions. 

Religion has to rise to spirituality so that India can become a light to the 

whole world. 
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