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SPECIAL MENTION
Visit of Pope to India

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Goa): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. It is
very kind of you to have been given me this opportunity to mention a couple
of events that have taken place, particularly, with regard to the forthcoming
visit of Pope John Paul-IIl. My submission is, it is extremely important for
the image of the country, particularly, at this point of time, when the country
is projecting the image of really being the bulwark against terrorism, against
religious extremism and fundamentalism, that the visit of Pope should take
place in a peaceful and harmonious manner, and, more than that, it should be
a real opportunity for the people of goodwill and also for the people of all
religions to affirm social harmony, to affirm religious unity and to affirm the
spirit of brotherhood which must percolate down to all sections of our
society and the global society.

Now, the Prime Minister has been projected, and many people, across this
country, are under the belief that the Prime Minister is liberal; that he is a
person who is not merely the leader of a party, but a person who rises above
sectarian considerations; that he is a national figure who is committed to
tolerance and to the culture of peace and harmony. That is how he has been
projected. Now, something more must be done. He must give a message, an
open message, and call upon all the disruptive forces, all the extremists and
the fundamentalists, who are bent upon disrupting this very important visit to
stop from doing so. Therefore, it is extremely important that this message
must go from the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister announcing it merely
in Parliament will not do. He has to appeal to everybody through
Doordarshan, through the electronic media and through the other media.
These disruptive and fundamentalist activities will not do and they must
stop; they must roll back and they must ensure peace and harmony.

Here, 1 would like to mention a point, which concerns my own State and
which also relates to this subject. A march took place complaining about the
crimes that were committed during the Inquisition. Now, Goa, is haven of.
peace and harmony. It is one part of the country where never in its history
have there been any riots. And, now doing precisely such a thing from Goa,
on a ground, that is totally untenable, is really something that is aimed at
immediate, short-term political gains and consolidating vote banks. But it is
basically disrupting the society and disrupting the country.
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Now, what was the Inquisition about? The Inquisition was something that
was done at that point of time against the Christian themselves—against the
Christian converts who would not abide fully by the Christian orthodoxy. I
would like to say for the record that the struggle against the Portuguese
colonial rule in the 18th and 19th Centuries which was the first phase of the
anti-colonial struggle, was led by Christians as well as Hindus. But basically,
it -was led by those people who had of Western education and who had the
economic power and they were mostly Christians and a few Hindus. It is very
interesting to note that in this first phase of the struggle against the colonial
rule, it were Christian priests who participated in it because of racial
discrimination against the Indian Christians generally. There is a History
which speaks about the unity of the people, which speaks of harmony. So,
that should not be disrupted. Therefore, my appeal here is that people from all
sides of the House, whether they are on this side, or they are on that side—
there are people of goodwill everywhere; there are people who believe that
social harmony must be maintained, there are people who believe that
religious pluralism must be ensured—must get together, taking advantage of
this occasion, not because of the visit of the Pope, which will be just an
occasion for all of us—people from there, people from here—but to get
together so that harmony is maintained* unity is strengthened and this
country really achieves the place that it deserves, that is, at the top, as a super
power, as an economic super power, which can only be achieved if we are
united, if we maintain harmony, if we maintain the spirit of brotherhood. This
message must go from the top, from the top of the political system, that is,
from Parliament itself, to all the corners of this country. Religious and
cultural pluralism must be respected, national unity must be strengthened and
social harmony cannot be compromised at any cost.

In conclusion, I say that the Prime Minister must not only have his image;
he must do something for furtherance of his liberal image of a national
leader. He must call upon those people and urge them, and, if necessary,
action must be taken against fundamentalism, against the people who are
bent upon disrupting national peace, and, in particular, disrupting the
forthcoming visit of the Pope.

SHRI CO. POULOSE (Kerala): Sir, the forthcoming visit of the Pope to
our country in the first week of November is indeed a great event. I request
the Government to make all arrangements to see that everything goes
smoothly. Normally, there is no need to request the Government to make
special arrangements, but the things have changed. Now, certain
organizations, which owe allegiance to the Hindutava ideology, are
propagating hatred against the Christian community at large. In several parts
of the country, this propaganda is going on. Mr. Eduardo Faleiro has rightly
pointed out that they are taking a yatra from Goa to Delhi. There are
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reports that effigies of the Pope are being burnt in Delhi. The newspapers are
publishing scores of reports from various parts of the country. This has
created an atomosphere of hatred in the society. It should be checked. The
Pope visited the country earlier also. We had given him a warm welcome.
He had not only addressed thousands of people, but he had participated in
religious functions also. Every religious personality has a right to come to
our country. Religious personalities go abroad and take part in religious
functions. There should be no objection to it. But now, certain organizations,
owing allegiance to hindutava, are propagating hatred among the people
against Christianity. This hatred had created havoc in several parts of the
country in the past also. Now, it is time this vehement spreading of
animosity against the society is blocked forthwith. The Government is
aware.of this situation, but they are not taking any steps to curb the spread of
this kind of hatred among the society. So, I request the Government to take
steps to stop forthwith this hatred campaign and, as Shri Eduardo Faleiro has
rightly pointed out, the Prime Minister and the representatives of
Government should come forward to see that this propaganda of the
Hindutava organisations is stopped forthwith and appeal to all sections of the
society to have a unified opinion and welcome the Pope and make his
sojourn in India a complete success.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, it is a very normal
thing that when any head of State visits this country, he or she enjoys the
warm and traditional Indian hospitability. The Pope is a religious leader and,

at the same time, he is the head of the Vatican State. Therefore, the normal
Indian tradition, in conformity with our age-old practice, is that a warm
welcome is given to him. This is in consonance with India's culture, India's
hospitality. The Pope may be having his own agenda; he may be meeting his
clergymen; he may be talking to the representatives of the Catholic churches;
he is free to have his own programme and enjoy the hospitality of the
country. This is what I would like to stress and I would like the Government
to understand. But what is unfortunate and derogatory for the country and
which ceates.an inflamatory situation is that if the two outfits of the great
Sangh Parivar make a statement as wild as this, that if he does not
appologise for all the persecution that is supposed to have taken place in Goa
400 years back, demonstrations will be organised. Now, demonstrations can
be organised. Everybody has the right to dissent. It is guaranteed under the
Constitution. I can definitely dissent on occasions that I believe to be correct
and justified. There have been demonstrations in India when bombs were
dropped on Vietnam or things were taking a worse turn in different parts of
the country, oppressing the people. But in a situation like this, to speak like
that that either the Pope should apologise or face a demonstration, is un-
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Indian, I do not say anti-Indian; that is un-Indian, unethical and it tarnishes
the image of the country. This gives an opportunity to the people who are not
friends of India to lead a campaign every where that India is being led to a
situation of medieval political system. Even the visit of the Pope has become
controversial. Sir, this would not have been controversial, this would not have
been a matter to be raised in this House, if, sometime before, the matter of
conversion was not made a controversial issue in the country. The matter of
conversion was made a political issue. Even important political leaders made
a statement that there has to be a discussion, a national debate, on the efficacy
of conversion. Things would not have been too sensitive for the country if the
same brand of fundamentalism, which is threatening today demonstrations
against the Pope, had not been accused of—I am saying accused of—
mounting attacks or even been accused of being implicated in killing a
clergyman. Sir, it is past history. Whether the accusation is justified or not, it
would be proved in the court of law, but the accusations are all there. Sir, |
had been there, in Manoharpur, in Orissa. I have.seen what has happened
there. Everyone knows what happened in Gujarat. Everyone knows what
happened in Madhya Pradesh. Without this .background, the statements could
have been just brushed aside. We would have chosen to ignore the
statements. But, in the background that I am stating to you, it is not a matter
of concern only for Mr. Eduardo Faleiro thinking that he is living in an abode
of peace i.e. Goa. Let him not believe in that. It is not a matter of that concern
to him only. It is a matter of concern to the whole of India. If such statements
are allowed to be translated into real militant action, it is for the Government
to take the precaution, not for me. Therefore, Sir, I am suggesting that the
Government—I do not only speak of the Prime Minister. She is the head. It is
the collective responsibility of the Government. The Government must
restrain the trouble-makers; the Government must restrain these people from
carrying out their threat; the Government must create a situation where the
visit of the Pope takes place in an atmosphere of peace. The Government
must not only not allow these acrimonious incidents to be repeated, but it
must also see that the image of India is not tarnished. I am more concerned
about the image of India. It should not be tranished. Let there not be any un-
Indian activities. Let the Government take the necessary precautions because
the threat has been given by the Sangh Parivar; and the Sangh Parivar, I
consider, to be an associate member of the Government.

it SRR st (STR U< : QUTAR, HRIGY, 999 Yol 3 § 39! fordT =h
PR g WRGR b A b 7 T8 & 99! & 99 $© a1 I RIIRI H B
2 &, 3 B TOR # T Had gHS! I dIell B IR H AT WHR F IR A
gfcthd QR fRgIT &l TRAR TRT9 81 X81 81 AR gm H 7oTed & M R by
SITE 3iS1C BId X< 81 il il 7189 & A TS 8 $el I8 8, IR J [l
AR A 7Y AT STHT W Safery 841 =12y 6 g
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< BT ST TG T HOlEd &, SUH TR $B MTBTS & I S99 B AR
3R 3R QRIS & A1 o RAETG| AoTed B W) MEH! Pl RIS PRAT e
Rran, 9me a8 fpfRaaf~rel 81, are 98 3™ 81, 918 &g f2, ®Is Wl #oieq
Bl dla-d1g d 89 T U gax Pl URd § 3R OR PR T gaR Dl AR ¢
S o dC I 8, AUAT Joib WY 921 § i gl Wi T8l [wraf S,
EHRT DI YHIMATI TGS HEANI 8 AR T8 [GGRIH B AES b d1ex S
T, I e ATA| B9 B fRgd 1 RT 98 SR ¥ < B, 1 RIgea} 98
ART SA? BHAR <% BT A2 QI GIRATH &1 & forg fopeil S/ 4 fadaria it
MY | fHA TR I F AR 7 IT g To del b gH A A3 B
QRIS 81 fopa| <ifeh fewged i1 STaT thelrdaral &3 319 Bl AT &, SHb!
yafi Rigearal i 81 <81 & § |9l T8l 7 81 €2 &% , I fhabe &1
RIS a1 BAR T H 3 FHT € | 98 W @1 89 fh UF IR U < Bl
Rarst o1 Y& o7 @ U 9@ @i far T iR wer f 78T e ey s
AP 39 W1 TF 914 Tell S 21 Wel, Aofad, Aifd, Aifec i g2 faft
b PI AYEQ W el 918 ST Febel, T8 fIR gl B &l I8 $AM & [dbE &
fore o aRIR® e , FR WREe & Wiax dige @ {6l o 13 @ a8
Rigsard! vgfd &1 @lde 21 89 Yaxrard &l 9919 A Uel, g1 9949
ATl BT 9T W U1 GAT 81 € b T8I UeTl o9 A1 < A1 a1 81 Hel fd
99 3T & ol AT s AT 81 By -Tawg & Bl 319 & A BRI aad| Big
ff TR o 1 1T & ¥ SPRAR 91T 31 BT A1V I8 &9 WRiE TE A 2
®Is I BHN 37celTe Pl I BH U 53R Bl Bl 3reetTs | el b1 AT 1S Bl
BICT HE- R dl 89N 3M9d S H TS BRI 39 g Bl A1 TS| /R
U fIRTa SfR faeme efte &1 qe1 21 fUsel fasi i1 ge] gs € @< 4, a8 &M
B qTell TSfHaT & A1, STF Wpail #, s i 5 ge] g8 € 98 9
IR fBHGIETS, gSIaT Bl gU AL b d TSI HHI-HHI 8H AN & $Y
SR SIR URETT BT AW 99 Il © | 98 99 © 5 g sgdes fewgail
BT <Y 1 Tl BIC-BIC TS ITel FOIEd & STl & AT WY I8 & 3R P!
GReT T &1 18 JMR, R 8¥ava W 6 89 UIT &l 2T o1 Q31 T2 dxl, &
T A1 59 &¥ahd 9 g 3 Sl &F dIels | 999+ dTel Aoled & dlfl ©
P ool H T8 921 B 3R I8 T8I 7 ¢ 39 91 Bl IMMATIT YR IRBR
P T AT R BIRTET BT AMRY S UMY A7 & A1 9IRS H MY HIfTeT
g Al 0 A1Vl % AR ¥ 31 BIg SIS a1e A1 9T F 91 B, 8l
e BT Pl 9gd ol (bl ARSTE BT $HM 81 AT 3R Big 4l 81 394 989
BRI AR, ATISITE 989 BRI ATRY, & & T IR A9 B Y ITHTH 91
BB | JATST Il I8 A¥T 81, FIP 5 TR IP IS 81 A8] APl dfh Sh
AT I8 U] 1 a18g {39 U gi® 8, AR I8l 1 &g TR &
TS T FAT T8] §d AN 98 BRh W g9 b IR H UP 989 BN 3R e
BT &H DI & SHPT (AT dTer B T HI9G &H DI ATIHT BI 1Y,
3 914 BT TN YR IRBR Bl 9 F 919 HIb BT a1y, Ig & fded
HHIT

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the papal
visit to India has got two aspects. One message is to the entire world as
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to how this country is going to receive the religious head of the most popular
religion in the whole globe. That would send a signal not only to our
neighbouring country, but also to the entire Europe and other parts of the
globe where we are looking forward to have economic relationships and
business transaction and their investment here. Perhaps, our friends in the
Treasury Benches might remember the cruel murder of Mr. Staines and his
two children in Orissa in the recent past which had sent a wrong signal not
only to the business community of the globe, but the whole society. They
thought that we were going back to the stone age. This is one aspect of the
problem.

The other aspect is: you are sending a wrong signal to the Christian
community in India which is 2000 years old. You are trying to change the
history as if we had come to this part of the land with the Britishers. This is
not correct. Our religion is as ancient as any other religion in this part of the
country.

He is coming here not to enter into any trade pact or to sign » document by
which the country surrenders to the Pope. He comes here to address the
Asian Bishops who gather here for their religious discussions. I do not know
why the Government is turning a blind eye to the malicious propaganda that
the Pope is and embodiment of forcible religious conversion. What is the
reason attributed? They say that some 400 years ago, there was some forcible
conversion. I would ask my friends there how many attacks and deaths were
there on account of religion not only between Christians and Hindus but
among Hindus themselves in other parts of the country? In the State where I
come from, virtually, 8000 Jains were killed by Saivites. Who is to apologise
for that? In Nagappattinam, a whole temple was ransaked and Lord Vishnu's
statue was melted and Kulotunga Chola, the Great, took it away and built a
Buddha Vihar. Who is to apologise for that? Why should you try to change
the history? (Interruptions).

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Mr. Chairman, Sir, these
things will be reported widely and unnecessarily create further troubles. If
you want Tamil Nadu people ...(Interruptions).. 1 request you to kindly
confine to the issue. Let us confine ourselves to the issue.

SiHfT ARer AR (UREH) ) : {HIURT ARG, I HIT e @ B
(A, S gfUE €, Sl A dM & ' W1 IReR R
(AT )...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down, all of you.

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: (Maharashtra): He is quoting facts from
history. ...(Interruptions)..
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr Alphonse, please confine yourself to the present
issue.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am very sorry. I am
really getting agitated.

SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): It is history. ...(Interruptions).; This
has happened all over the world. If religion ...(Interruptions)’..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down, all of you. ...(Interruptions).. I am on
my legs, please oosit down.
Sl AR AR SR : 31T e B IS AT 2 2 ... (FGET). ..

TH AFAN 9eW : B9RT 48 99 GAaigy  ..(FaIF)... TIRT 48 94
GAATSU| ...(FGHTH)...

sNafa axen AR : e 9 99d a1 of Adhd © 31U oifehT sfisry &
I T8 AP ...(FIHH)...

SHRI JIBON ROY: He is the religious leader of millions all over the
world. ...(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Roy, please sit down. Mr. Alphonse, please do not
extend it. Do not go beyond the issue. And finish it, please.

SHRI JIBON ROY: They have to read the history. ...(Interruptions).. You
do not know the history. There were religious killings in the past.

sl wxe AReaR) ¢ A 3REN 9l 999 2 §7 ..(FaHF)... R sfae
TET BT ST A IATGA? ...(SFHTH). ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr Alphonse, please confine yourself to the visit of the
Pope. Nothing more.

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: Sir, I have not gone out of the brief.
SHRI JIBON ROY'

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except what is said by the
hon. Member whom I have allowed to speak.

SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: The Pope, during his last visit, made the
purpose of his visit to the various parts of the country very clear to the entire
world. When he came to our land, immediately after his arrival, he kissed the
mother land. What for? He said, "This is the land which is the home for
thousands of centuries of spiritual history." That is why he kissed the land
and said, "I have come here not to Christianise India but to Indianise
Christianity. I am here to benefit from the rich traditions of India." Why
should your suspect it? I know that you do not do it just as that. You do it
because of elections in U.P. You want to play the game in a different way.
(Interruptions).
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Duraisamy (Interruption). No, nothing, Mr.
Alphonse. You have gone beyond the limit. You have pinpointed the idea.
(Interruption). No Mr. Duraisamy.

SHRI V.P. DURAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): I thank you very much, Sir.
Our country is a secular state. Minorities are respected and protected.

The majority should protect and safeguard the interest of the minority. In
order to show to the world that our country is a secular State, we should
invite the most reverent Pope as our distinguished guest. We all hope that
during his visit to India, harmony and peace will prevail among all the
communities. In order to demonstrate our respect towards our culture and
treaditions, we should invite the Pope to our country.

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, from
our experience in this country and from our experience all over the world,
whenever the expression of intolerance is expressed, it complements and
supplements the other elements in the other religions. The visit of Pope Paul
should be taken as an opportunity to tell the whole world about the glorious
traditions of Hinduism and the great Hindu religion, that is, tolerance, co-
existence, love and affection which the great Hindu religion has always
upheld. Sir, we have seen that whenever the limits were crossed, the result
has been obvious. I would like to saythis with all the force at my command. I
do not want to cast aspersions on anybody. Sir, this type of language was
once used by Bhindranwale when he used to say this thing and that thing and
his utterances ultimately resulted in chaos and the unfortunate long years of
killings. I humbly request the Government of. India to kindly intervene and
come openly to receive the Pope and welcome his visit to this country. It will
be a befitting expression in the old glorious traditions of this country. Thank
you

st e e (ER) : g=yare |qumfa St 98 St 9 Sl
g fpeadficl SUd 98 o9 U 8, 9% $9 S A 3N %8 ©1 59 9% b Y
WSl 7 7 faarerue 99 iRE SIRI {61 51 g1 I1e 371 R8T 2 o/ &4
3TH STefs, FI UferoTaer o1 JB! &Y 1977 ¥ 39 99y § fifRex oifw garf off
Ia! fafste @11 ge1 a1e & 99 w9 A 33 R &1 faaTe Yo gan o1 aife
SIfeTaTaTett a7 § 3T 7 forl &Y 9RT o1, Ife I YR MU 1 SHb! 5P
foTQ AToT AT AfE| RIguer 39 )8 4 fhicad 8l TS off, S w9y o
o fh TG WRGR B! BT U & 31 #d g otfes1 H7 <war 391 10 fq
1 fafTe o1, el @I faare 721 gaml 4 Sifermara anT # 78 3fiR g8f Siax
S Bl F3IY| oifehsT I Ryl 7 e faxie § g SRy o o S
A PIS MU Tl BT, DI AT "1 WY Tl ¥, Hael oI &7 B H Y
& SToX Bled & AHH U fSARS S &1 17| fh o 3 fhar g uar =g1
TATI AT 34 TRE BT f[9a1g HH-HH BT SI1ar 81 86 S9H Tl s+ a1fey| By
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AT AT ST U TTWIAR, AU efec & fedg | B 91 Fgar €
ID! T ol Tol ol S 91T 9 < H AT 8 & HRA WRDR P (1501 1)
, A 9T &, IR IRHR (e 30 I I9F o4, I96 U8 & 9,
ITHT T <1 3R I [ofQ Sl $& HHT & a8 Bl

STEt T qTa! TSR al I e @l 97 § 91 98 S9F SR {6 98 B
R, &RIT BT ARA BT IRRT 9T FCHBH DI §l & Fah] SRIER AT
g, B9 A9! I A1 & A1 998 grdH Bl IRERT B 9 gy Fivadey
A A1 B B dTell AT Ahel 8111 IS DI BICI-BICT 91 Bl IR ISTd1 & al
IAP] T &1 B D Pl ATIH 8| &

S 99 | B9 AN A g &9 W <@ 81 e wreft 7 el % 99 sik JwmEl §
AR Pre Bl oft TeRER § gged| e’ 1 99 gmidaefe sik dwrai o
915 | AR IB1 [98R # 8ReR ARMIT & il 21 I8 A1 a7l 81 59 R Bls fdare
HT B9 TEl | T8 BT o HIHx e 81 aren 7, I8 9l e 81 B T
Bl a1l 81 S9! fafdte [Tad v & qgd wrifayof a¥ie A il 9Rd aRaR
S IATS BRP Sl SAP FH & foT7 HRAT 21 Bl

£} W T (HeRTY) ¢ [WTaRT Heled, 39 1 dler &l HidT &2t
9 oIy g=9aTE | 919 &1 WIRG 311 Hfead 9 | $Ig Uy 781 7, STdhT @RI
BT AMEY  Uab IS & AR U ABISTI & W Al 51 Afdh i I8 2
q fobst A1t fewgRel # 311 Re €7  Ueb IR [eeT & IR UR 3 ¥e € AT (D
HHIETI & W & AR IR AT S 8, &1 Gob IISETeIE b IR IR AR ARDR o
IT! =T farar 872 STet 9 A TR € {5 S8 WRd 3 @t argaf
AT 2 3R AR ARBR 7 Ib] AT &1 81 3R d IIETeeT b AR IR AT S
g dl YRT WRBR B! AT {6 S9h AR BRIGH B STHGRT o, STh T
BRIDBH &, DBl oI 2 & ST $9 o2 4 AT YW ©, MY ©,H o9 f9a1g 3 Tl
ST RET § | 3R faR1Y 81 R8T & dl S WIS 9gd BIRYT 21 il aTdTaRol 8K <91
H g1 83N &, 9 99 ddl R gHl gUI 71 89l H hal geaTs o, Y31 99 fadre
R At TE ST R | SAfBT $ I BT SN I FATS § Db 7 § ST A
JET 21 9 S © foh R <97 § SaRA gT=IR0T B Udh URFRT Yal 81 T8 31TST
PIS e 91 e ol § 981 BIE IR A ¥ R 91 € T2 F8 T g, ot W
SIRI 8 39 <Y HI A S ...(AGEH)... T FAfie diem gl ..(craam). ..

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): No, no no.

SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Please let me speak ....(interruptions)..
Please let me speak......... (interruptions)..

TE AR g BHAIC B QIYI ..(TFEH)...
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Maharashtra): Sir, I am on a point of
order.......... (interruptions)....

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE(Maharashtra): Sir, is it relevant to the visit of Pope?
.. .(interruptions)...

Sl TR AR : IR W, ...(AYTH)..

Y <iorg e : 3T ARN S AT o §rerr, g9 Tae a7 dee Sy
SAMERI Y ...(FaeM)... I8 Teld a1 81

FIR AAIBE | ..(FAL)... UIT & IR AT TR AN DI GaRTol 21 77 T
&1 gu &1 ugel gi1T | 9T @ FE IRERT SN B . (@aUH)... 3 &1 i §¢
T ..(au)... UEe WRaUl .. (aem)... 3 et <& € Y 31 Wt et
M1 B ...(FAHT).... | FreetT=1 3o HHM A1 HIS Tel el Tl ..(FFEH). .

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir. you have just now said that the
speeches should be confined only to the visit of Pope.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The speeches should be'confined only to the Pope.
Nothing more.

it dor feuw - {uTIfT weley, §9 AT%-ATh W ) et € 6 g @1
T 8141 9113Y, H AT faRTg Tl B &1 § | b 57 deai = 31 da+1
= o=y foran € 99 Ry & 4w & SHIRoi Bl A7 81T

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: It should be expunged from'the record. MR.

CHAIRMAN: Please complete it. g0 3Uell d1d @Wcd HRU|

2N} Wiora Feuw : Heley, H gar A Re1 g b 3R 4ig i 1 fifged dik
TR ISNAT SRAT, ST SR HRA WRGR 3R #ft ercet fagrt arorueft Sft &
TN | YR 9 U AiVGTRe qe9Td SNl ATeld 941 foar g1 919 4 g 3iR
ISIAT S A1 Geb FSHTG BT HIET Sl [T, @WRE BT ..(agH). .
U9 ITSITETE & ITh] Bl AMIBR el ol ARG B <] A § O I Bl
..(TTHM).... 39 91 BT &ITA IGAT ATy ...(FIHT)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please confined to this. That is all right.
...(interruptions)

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): Sir, it is against the Rules of
Procedure...(interruptions)... He cannot speak like this.

SHRI JIBON ROY: Sir, he is making most obejctionable remarks.

it Frelieaed o] : eFa! TE1 e | ..(FFHTH)...

Y <ot feTH « WEISY, Y31 31U a1 e QI I8 TId a1d 8l Heled,
g eI Bl BT & Y31 81 dier far 1 1 R § foodl & 2T qrer gomi
RIENEEEGEL
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please complete it now.
Please complete now. (Interruptions). Please wind up (Interruptions).

it dor feaw - guTIl FEIGy, § B d1gTS 919 B9, § B B B
IR 39 ¥ fOR1Y BT & ...(aH).... | i ST 96 8 3= 9wy o o<t
RINIRSE]

MR. CHAIRMAN: The leader of the House will reply to all the points.
About certain things which the hon. Member mentioned, I have said, "Please

confine to the point." Let us keep up a better atmosphere. Let us not create
an atmosphere which is not suited to our culture.

£t Wora feuH [l wEley, § Ryt g8 wEer a1e e o1 6 oo iy
TSI < T AW BT 2 o 619 377 X2 2, W d AV oAfp g # 400 q
Tgel a1 § 19 @8 U Bifad d=aei[ gall, STaRT gHi=iRol gall, 9
gATARUT o foTg d &1 AT ..(F@e)... H A/ 81 &< 8T § H 99 AF 61 o1
PIVBIE ...(AHH)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: He is misleading the House. (Interruptions).
st |umOfy : SRIY . (F@EM)... 39 JHT ...(@aE™)... S T foma o,
H F1 R AT 211 qRI STl DT ATE A BT, 7T g™ 11 51

2 ot o™ « uTafy weled, § bael S 71T 61 37 B RET § fb g9
ugel Al 5781 T A STHSRI 8,5 SHRI & AFAR 419 FARIPT T | 5
BT T 1 981 & NS 3= 7 HiT B oY {5 S 3w A A wifed
B9 3R ST MafdfRre SR fdhar, S99 TR & forv 3y /1wt 7
3R 9T 7 JFRIGT ST ATHT JiTH &ff| SRR 91  IARIDT STHhR AT 7T ot
A1 FEg T 3R ATH! AT H &RIT TaRTol ©| UA1 21 {6 Hel $9 <%0 &1 9
TR 81 ST, U1 81 6 39 <91 3t goord gt § firar st afes 9o =
39 URFORT BT UTer fohaT 819 9 I8 IRERT A1 @ 21 R <91 71 o1
o S| <9 9 981 & AN W J1%T 7R € @R R AT ATEY A B RuRT
IR TS © A1 U fEgeard | WY Ar®! ARE ARy, 99 § A fded
HHIT| IR ARIG, T=IdTE

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): All of
us are aware that the revered Pope is visiting our country as the Head of a
State. Sir, some news items have appeared in the Press that some unfriendly
scenes will be created, or, some disturbances may take place. Sir, if some
udnersirable scenes are created during the Pope's visit, it will not be in tunc
with India's great traditions. Sir, our Cheif Minister has already appealed to
the Prime Minister. I once again, on behalf of my Party, i.e. the TDP, appeal
to the Prime Minister to take all necessary measures to see that the Popes
visit goes off in a peaceful and harmonious manner. Sir, we should send a
message to the world also that India stands for a culture of peace, harmony
and friendship. We believe that the world is one family. Thank you.
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SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM (Tamil Naud): I would like to inform
this House that we have different religions and different political parties in
our country. But during the last one-and-a-half year, an ugly situation has
developed in our country. A number of minorities from abroad have come to
our country. I would like to inform the House that last year also, a similar
incident took place in our country. My learned friend, Mr. Sanjay Nirupam,
knows this very well. A sportsman from Pakistan came to our country. At
that time, we had an alliance ;with the BJP. They took out processions and
agitated in Bombay. And the same thing is being repeated now also when the
Pope is visiting our country. As far as the Pope is concerned, he is a religious
leader. Now, how are they going to protect the minorities? I would like to
give some examples regarding my State. Recently, a small incident took
place. No, it was not a small incident. It was an attack on the minorities and
the churches in my district, Kanyakumari. We made a representation..
..(Interruptions).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, please ....(Interruptions)

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM: My point is that ....(Interruptions)

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): there is harmonious
relationship in Tamil Nadu.... (Interruptions.)

Let him do something that creates an atmosphere of harmonious
relationship. ..,(Interruptions)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: No ...(Interruptions)... Nothing beyond this.
...(Interruptions )... Nothing beyond this. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He is unnecessarily raising some
matters not related to his ...(Interruptions\..

SHRIN. THALAVAI SUNDARAM: Sir........ (Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have finished. You have no more points. Shrimati
Saroj Dubey.

St w99 g9 (RER) : 99, #eiey, I 984 8l &1 &1 fava 2 &
9 Pt YR AT BT fIIIERUE §91-I7 ST R8T & | §oRkT G 3R 99 IRIR &
T 57T aRE &) SATHETN PR B 8, TG TPR & gHd!T MR G BT SRIAT
PR IE B, S ATHEID] b HIGAR) 3MEd &1 2! 81 9 U IR Y 3rae &l
SR HEg™ B T2 ¥ R 37T 9 W BIT Il ST &l Bl Ugl & S
[1Y 31 T Bl gDl 51 SATS Gl b Al Bl I3 IR §s © I9Y [d9q
H g9 B3 el g3 2 | 39 a38 9 1Y & I {6 e &1 vy qames
TARY Bfd B 3R gdHT T, AT AT AT 81 89 IR & 31K 319+ J&t
I TPR P Th IR WRERT © | fhT 39 dRE & SIHaTSI 3R 3
ITAT A BH (U ARIY FHM B IRFRT B [9PHd B BT HH B I 5
SHRT <1 AIEH AHITT Dl A Tl 97 &
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BART g9 98d ISR &l 8H 8% 4 Bl 36! FIdl Bl UV PRI dTEd ol
HEIGY, 3741 BAR o1 [ Sl 5 el & b 89 agaed & olfd saN 79 4§
X 2 b IS SIRAI ORI SRAT § S99 godT dredl § 6 R q¥
qgEd 81 A fhe e S 9l 87 S9! I8 =X B o SR U1 ORI Tl Y
T ISIAT Tl Y AT ITDT Blell DI AR AT b M IR 81 SR
..(FGHT)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't make it political now. You have made your
points. (Interruptions) You have finished. ....(Interruptions)... Now you have
finished. Mr. Vayalar Ravi. You will only associate.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by my collegue, Mr. Eduardo Faleiro, and other hon. Members on
this side, on the visit of His Excellency The Pope John Paul II to India on a
goodwill mission and I appeal to the Government to take all necessary steps
to uphold the high traditions and the ethos of our great country where certain
fundamentalist elements are determined to disturb the visit.

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, I heard with care what the various hon. Members had to say
on the subject of the forthcoming visit of His Holiness, the Pope. I must
share with the House an impression in my mind that the concern seems to be
overstated. I will rather explain why. I am sure that once I explain, the
Members will be satisfied. We seem to be crying fire. But there is no fire.
Now, let me first place the facts of the matter for the consideration of the
House. His Holiness, the Pope, is visiting India on the invitation of the
Government of India, and it is this Government that had invited Him. I am
astonished at some of the views that are being expressed. It is this
Government that has sent an invitation to His Holine.ss, the Pope, and that
invitation is, at least, about—I do not recollect the exact date—three and-a-
half months old. That is why I say that when I heard the views that were
expressed by various Members, I am somewhat astonished because we are
crying fire. But there is no fire. Let it also be understood that His Holiness,
the Pope, combines in himself the functions of both the Head of the Church
and Head of the State.

That is the reality. (Interruptions).

SHRI M.J. VARKEY MATTATHIL (Kerala): This is the first statement
being made by a responsible person in your Government (Interruptions)

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I really do not know...(Interruptions).

SHRI M.J. VARKEY MATTAHIL: This is the first statement made by the
Government.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: No, this is not the first (Interruptions). Let me
finish. Let it also be understood that when the visit of the Pope was worked
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out, simultaneously—I am sure my hon: friends know this very well—
whereas India invited His Holiness to visit India, our neighbours like the
People's Republic of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and even our next door
neighbour, Sri Lanka, did not extend him any invitation. I am sure, it has
caught the attention of my friends. But, not withstanding that, and knowing
that some of the neighbouring countries had taken this step which they have,
the Government after reflection and examination of this issue extended the
warmest possible invitation to His Holiness the Pope to visit India.

Now, a number of other issues have been raised under the guise or on
piggy-back upon His Holiness's visit. It is not my intention to enter into all
those issues. There are aspects, for example, of proselytizing. This is not the
occasion to discuss that. There are aspects of repentance. Even though
repentance is a Christian ethics, a part of ethics of charity, we arc not talking
here of repentance by the Head of the Catholic Church. Even though the
Head of the Catholic Church has also on an earlier occasion and recently
also, as the Head of the Church and. as a part of the eithics of that Church....
(Interruptions).

SHRI JIBON ROY: They should not have...(Interruptions).

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Admittedly, I am almost faithless because I
pursue no faith. But some of my friends who are persuaded by the catholic
faith know very well that there is dissent and in pursuance of that ethics if
the Head of the Church elsewhere had expressed repentance, that is a
different matter altogether. Hon. Shri Gurudas Das Gupta.
.... (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I have a point
of order. Repentance for what? (Interruptions). This is outrageous.
(Interruptions).

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Repentance for what?
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please let him complete. (Interruptions). Please, let him
complete. (Interruptions).

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Why is he talking like this? Let him talk
openly. (Interruptions)

SHRI MD. SALIM (West Bengal): Sir, the Leader of the House is
endorsing what we are condemning. (Interruptions). All of us have
condemned the viewpoint of the VHP. Now the Leader of the House is
endorsing the VHP's viewpoint. It is very unfortunate. Is this the way to
build a consensus?

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: They have no respect for anybody..
.(Interruptions).
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SHRI MD. SALIM: This is the least expect from the Leader of the
House... (Interruptions).

SHRIMATHI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I want to ask the Leader of the
House: What does he expect the Pope to exprexss repentance for? How can
he say that? (Interruptions)

SHRI JIBON ROY: You are supporting the work...(Interruptions) You are
taking a dangerous position? (Interruptions) He is denigrating the Christian
community... (Interruptions) He is denigrating the people of this country.
..(Interruptions)

. MR. CHAIRMAN: Please...(Interruptions)
SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me explain...(Interruptions)
SHRI S. PETER ALPHONSE: I am on a point of order...(Interruptions)

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me explain, Mr. Chairman, . Sir..
..(Interruptions).

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Can the Leader of the
House kindly yield for a minute? When the Leader of the House speaks, he
speaks not only on behalf of the Government, but sometimes he also
represents the sentiments of the whole House. Therefore, I would most
respectfully submit to the Leader of the House that sensing the feelings of a
cross-section of the House, he should not use such phrases and nuances
which could be interpreted, and which should be interpreted, as some sort of
a loaded question. The word which he has used about 'repentance’ can be
interpreted in various ways. And, most respectfully, I would like to submit to
the Leader of the House to avoid such phrases, where the intention of the
host Government may be mistaken. Because he represents the host
Government. He himself, on behalf of the host Government, had extended an
invitation to the Head of another Government. He will be the principal
interlocutory with the persons who are coming. Therefore, his every word
should be guarded, and it should not give any scope for a wrong
interpretation, and, therefore, the loaded word '‘repentance' should be
abandoned.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right. Let him speak now.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I take seriously what hon. Pranabbabu has said.
I simply pointed out,—not any expectation, not any demand, not any
enunciation of a viewpoint—I simply illustrated a part of the Christian ethics
because this is...(Interruptions)

SHRI JIBON ROY: You should understand what you are speaking..
..(Interruptions)
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SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Let me finish, Sir ...(Interruptions)

SHRI JIBON ROY: You are handing over an instrutment of denigration to
the people outside. ..(Interruptions) You are provoking them...(Interruptions)
You invited him and you are denigrating him too.... (Interruptions)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Why do you want to repeat that word?
(Interruptions)

SHRI JIBON ROY: He should know...(Interruptions) You make him
understand what he is speaking...(Interruptions)

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Will you permit me to carry on? (Interruptions)

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: 1 protest. He says. "The Leader should
understand what he is speaking". How can he say that?(/merrup(io/is)

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes....(Interruptions)

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Will the Leader of the House kindly yield?
Sir, I would just plead with my friend, the Leader of the House, whom 1
highly respect, to appreciate that this question of repentance will definitely
inflame passions, and that is really the purpose why the extremist
organizations, the divisive forces, are asking for repentance.

12 Noon

It is not because they are bothered about repentance. There are so many
things to repent for. Everyday we have to repent for so many things. The
question of repentance is to create a divide, to create a hate-atmosphere and,
therefore, appreciating that, please, forget and withdraw that word.
(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nobody should speak now. Let him complete.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: I referred to the issues that were, while
discussing the visit of His Holiness, the Pope, introduced as aspects of the
visit. I did not refer...

(Interruptions)
MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: You should withdraw the word 'repentance’

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Another aspect that was referred to...
(Interruptions)

SHRI JIBON ROY: You see, this is the culture of this Government
(Interruptions) You must withdraw it.

(Interruptions)
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MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Mr. Minister, please withdraw that word
(Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: We requested the Foreign Minister to
withdraw that particular expression. He has not done it. In protest, we are
walking out.

(At this stage some hon. Members left the Chamber.)

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA: I appeal to the hon. Leader of the House
to understand the implicatio of the word that he has used and, therefore, I
request him to kindly withdraw this, in consonance with the tradition of
Inida. Kindly withdraw.(Interruptions)

(At this stage some hon. Members left the Chamber,)

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr. Chairman. Sir, I will be very brief now.
But I am saddened that the Opposition has found it convenient to walk out.
That was my apprehension and that is why I had said that piggyback on the
occasion of His Holiness's visit, extraneous elements had been introduced. 1
need to take only one aspect. A mention was made of certain incidents, that
had taken place earlier this year. In regard to those incidents, a sitting judge
of the Supreme Court has already inquired into a major one. The sitting judge
of the Supreme Court has given his findings. I do not have to go into those
findings. The sitting judge's report speaks for itself. Sir, the fears are
overstated. Let me state very clearly and categorically that any guest to India
is a very welcome guest because we continue to function on the basis of
Atithi Devo Bhavah. In this particular case, the head of the Church, the head
of the Catholic Church and the Head of the State of Vatican, is coming to
India on the invitation of this very Government and, therefore, it did not
require on the part of my friends in the Opposition, who seem to have come
prepared to create and issue where there is no issue, to stage a walk out. [ am
saddened by that development. But it seems to fall into part of a pattern. It is
the responsibility of this Government. The Governemnt will fulfill its
responsibility impaccably. I have one final sentence. Just a few days back,
perhaps last week or ten days back, a weekly journal had asked me this very
question. T haven't seen what the weekly journal' has published. But I am
informed. Sir, that my reply there to that weekly journal and I am confident
that that has been reproduced faithfully—when this question was asked—
was, and 1 repeat, that His Holiness, the Pope, is a guest of the Government
of India, of all of India and, in deed, the dates of his visit coincide with the
great festival of Diwali, the festival of lights when Ram, after conquering
over evil returned to his capital. What better than that on such a joyous
occasion, a head of another State, other church and other religion should also
be participating with us during those festivities. It is only befitting of India
and it is our commitment, Sir, I said so openly that we are committed to
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ensuring that the visit of his Holiness the Pope during the dates of 5th to 8th
November is a glittering success. That is all that I have said.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir......
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me say on this subject first.

SHRI M. VINKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, I will be very brief. Sir, try to respect
our sentiments also. They go on making running commentary. They don't
understand our hurt feelings. I have no words to say. I am sorry. See, they
took the name of RSS Chief. In what way he is connected here? Mr.
Chairman, Sir, I don't know whether you were able to hear him or not, but in
what way the Chief of the RSS is connected with this? I humbly request that
the names of the organisations and the name of the Chief of the RSS should
be deleted from the proceedings because this House should not be allowed to
denigrate the persons who are also patriots. They are also nationalist forces.
They can have their view. The BJP has taken a view that the Pope is
welcome, all respect should be given to him. Nobody object from the party
also. Not only that, even the RSS Chief has said it.

I want to put it on record, Sir, that RSS or the Vishwa Hindu Parishad or
even other organisations, as I could read in newspapers, nobody has opposed
the visit. Let us maintain peace and harmony. Let us not inflame passions by
our speeches here in this House. This is my request.

OBSERVATION BY THE HON'BLE CHAIRMAN

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Members, whatever has happened, in spite
of walk-out or raising some objections, I would like the country to know that
the general consensus of this House is that as Indians we are heirs to a great
cultural tradition of tolerance shaped- by Buddha, Mahavira, the Sufis,
Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda and Gandhiji. Gandhiji used
to say, "You can never be a good Hindu unless you are a good Christian."
Vinoba Bhave said that India's biggest contribution in this century is
Sarvadharma Prarthana, prayer of all religions. That is what the biggest
contribution of this century to the whole mankind and all religions is. I think,
on this issue, whatever Members might have said, there is a general
consensus of this House. Whatever you might say otherwise; His Holiness,
the Pope is our honoured guest. Besides being the head of a religious
community, he is also a head of State. It is our duty—as the Leader of the
House has also said and each one of us has said—to give him the honour he
deserves. We owe it not to the Pope, but also to ourselves, to our culture, to
Gandhiji, our freedom traditions that it should be the same honour
everywhere, during this period when he comes here and even afterwards, so
that in the new world where religious terrorism is growing, India sets an
example that terrorism and fundamentalism cannot besiege religions.
Religion has to rise to spirituality so that India can become a light to the
whole world.
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