Short Duration [RAJYA SABHA] Discussion

Now we will take up the short-duration discussion on the recent steep hike in diesel
price and the consequent hardship being faced by the people.

II. Recent steep hike in diesel price and the consequent hardships faced bv people
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3R IFH ST-Sia JHIId ol B, SHH Bis &l Ad T8l & i SioTdl & Ml
# Ugell IR gig g8 ©, U a1d 81 1 g 1S 7, 9 1967 H §H g9 ded A
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TREN] BT & ST Dls 20 TR HUR ST R Gl IOR H Tl g1,
SUCET B ifehT ARBIR] TTST BIH! SATST BIdT 81 ST 31 TeRIdT < X8 & a8
S ®HRp @1 Y a1 7o Sva=it &4 S Uer. d.of. fiel &1 § S99 <a1eT §M
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AP g 3R PR IdHT SYIRT BIC-BIC Wl H S gt BT AT 3R 4} fopan
ST 1 S SIoTel & 984 99 81 Fahelt 8 MR Well ol ATerass 8 wehcll 2
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P TIRY AT 9T8R 9o & fory A1 98 3MUB! Iuere el BT MRER 1 ?
STy SISTet BT SIS Yol BT FIRT 219 T & d18 AT BT Sl a1l FAR
IR U BT 8, S AGH! <@ $ ol 399 91 Bl MaegHhdT § fh Yot Jramard
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TRICY, TN ) SIS TSR B 9T} SIUIC | STef JTTIT ol AT o
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SUANT B AT &1 Grs A IR AGT I IR AGT H AP eIl db YRI
&3 S &, STl ATAAT 3 SHDT SUAN B Fohdll 81 gD [o7Q fEgwar # Ut 471
I Ffeai & Sl qREI AL STel AT b fofg SUYTh 21 T8l UR STet JTardned
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21 & iV 39! geral e T arfaul
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31 & fob -aR ay | Uep a1 317t 8 Sl fpr o fory gl siar &1
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EEERAEICKERCICRIAS IR

TEIGY, 14l d1¢ 3MR AIgaaE &1 =al g8 I 7ed g A ff g Rrell #, @ra-
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S Heg gael W SRR Ui SaTed BIAT §, 98 Sl &F ¥ BIdl 8 S8l W
TG g< &, a8 YRT T R A% 81 Tl UH-Ueb el § qedied BRIS &
I BT JHA ATl BRI TR RR Y, 93] 7R Q| I§ Fd JHAH Sd
P @1 81T © 99 SHS! AT 9gd g Bt 81 SHHT URAR IRaTE 8
ST &1 U ah | D! A8 el ARy o9 59 THR S9! Hdel W9
Bl 8, 912 9% 916 & BRI & I1E AIgdai™ & HROT 81 18 RTgfe & HRoT
Bl 918 YR S BRUT 81| S/ Bl DI JHA Il 2 MR f6AT Bl gaial eIl
21 U0 I7h W 3R T &) eIl &1 $I¢ I8 19 9§ B Y A1, ST TS
TSI M & 2 S 1 A1 o fopeh) \ren & @ § |wAerer § f S werh
P 1 ST IS B! & I8 8] Sor TS| ST SRRAT HRIera ST By
R MYTRT T IFDH!T SIRT 1 Al A 18 et Fpeht a1 Siotet & <1 9 <1 g
8 © 98 99P (oY Wals 78] BRI U A A1l &1 H AR 9 fI=ich
PRA1E [ T3 BAd 91 o1 I STeal 81 Geb AT Bl S| UThierd
SITAST3T P PR ST {1 &rfcr Bl & Iab! Yfel &b forg fopdt o ave 1
BIs AHTH AR AT Y1 T 1T MR DR H TU1 T FHIG DRl §
o5 31 Ugel R ahrall o TS e, TTdhicTd JMIGTAT U= 379+ a1 J8i @
2 PUG-H9 91 7 U & 91 el B [P I AR B I A58 HAl
FIREY| B AIBR AGS hal W BN | I AIBR ol 7S Tl DR U1 & &,
g 91d Sidb &1 Rifh Mool STdh U hddl gd-il ol 3T Bldt & fb I baol
99 B < UK 81 S 3 d 1 9¢ UT V&l &1 WK (A B 3 & oAfeh
T AXHR I AT 21 3R TAR FHF0 7 ARBR & S0 I8 Ufide oy
fop SIoTel & ST RIS GIOTR H AT 9 ol AT 379 ISR H A/ T3130
A1 S TSAT H <Ieh T 311 VS €, 916 31 JE1 & S| Aag h¥ 817 3741 e
] S 7 TS BRIS BT Teh Udbol ! FErdal & forw afd fovar 81 vofk &
foQ ugel &1 9T 81 g1 B 3 TRE A R T WRBRI Bl Yol Bl
SERHAT & o g8 B BN BF? 3R B eSS gard el 3R
JEIS 3§ ofd-die 11¢ B gRT SR $I a1 1 Ao df St 78] 2R
ST s URPR 7 STl & S 9317 | IR II9TR § hdof ATl
IR ¢ §1 I8 GoRl fdede el 8 S Teld T8l Hel ol Abhdll I8
et & <27 @) sreferawen & fory IugT 21 W1 YRT favar § SR AR
A (98 S I8i 99 gU &, IS d TRaR A
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T2 a7 foT |3 B O S R o ST @ T d IRBR BT RIS

TET <l 1 ST & <™ Fey SI? § Jwsiar § {6 ST I8! 74 Bl (b
SISTel & STH 96T STY| $781 S| b A1 § 371 91 FHIS Rl gl g=gaTa |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Hon'ble Members, please,
please. Several Members have requested that they have to catch their flight,
therefore, they should be permitted to speak. Though we are not cutting short
the time, the only thing I would request is that there should not be a repetition of
the same thing. Shri Margabandu, please.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): The entire nation is very much
concerned over the 35% price hike in the price of diesel and hundred per cent of
the crude oil. The sorry state of affairs in this case is that a decision was taken in
the year 1998 that the price of diesel and other things would be reduced. But within
9 months, the prices have shot up like anything. It is unfortunate that the present
BJP Government did not take that decision while it was in power, but, when
they were acting as a caretaker Government, on 5.10.1999, when the counting of
votes was to begin the next day, the decision to increase the diesel price by
35% was taken by the

erstwhile Petroleum Minister. The present Petroleum Minister has given a letter
which justifies the increase. He says, "I have prepared the enclosed short note on
recent diesel price hike. I do hope that you will kindly find it informative and
useful". This is the information given. Why has the price been increased? What
is the alternative suggestion given by the Central Government? What is the
Central Government doing to reduce the diesel price to solve the problems of the
common man? But no suggestion has been put forward.

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI RAM
NAIK): I want suggestions from you.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: I will give my suggestions. But the Minister has
not mentioned anything as to what he is going to do. Everybody is concerned
about the hike in prices. Lorry owners have been on strike for more than a week
causing a loss of Rs. 800 crores every day. Even the bus owners have announced
that they would resort to strike. In such a situation, what is the Government going to
do? The hon. Minister wants to have my suggestions. My suggestion is, they can
increase the tax on luxury items like cars and other things. Whoever is using
luxury items can be taxed. In this way you can reduce the diesel price and
customs duty also.

In Tamil Nadu, all the political parties have joined hands and they have
announced that they would hold a Hartal on 4th November, 1999. The
AIADMK in its Executive Committee meeting pleaded before the Central
Government to roll back this price hike. But nothing has been done so far.
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The Prime Minister said, "There is no question of roll-back of diesel prices". Is
this the stand of the Government? The whole nation is concerned about the hike
in diesel prices. They must come forward with some solution to solve this
problem. They are simply saying that they cannot do anything in this matter. If
this is the stand of the Government then how will they give good governance to
the people? What steps are they going to take in this regard?

So far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, the bus fare has already been hiked by
40 to 60 per cent. The Chief Minister says............ (Interruptions).

SHRI S. VIDHUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, he is giving
wrong information. He is misleading the House.

THE VICE-CHAIMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please listen to him. You
will get a chance to speak. Mr. Margabandu, please conclude.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: Sir, I did not say anything at all. Is this the attitude
of the DMK party? I am not able to understand this. The present Chief Minister
earlier said that the bus fare would not be hiked before the year 2001. But now
they have hiked the bus fare on the ground that the diesel price has been
increased. They have also increased the price of paddy. The price of cement also
has been increased. In Andhra Pradesh, one bag of cement is sold at Rs. 120-. Iq
Gujarat its price is Rs. 95*- per bag. In Delhi the price of cement is Rs. 13C-
per bag. But in Tamil Nadu the price of cement has been raised from Rs. 110/
to Rs. 200~ per bag. What is the reason? When there is no change in electricity
charges and when all the other materials which are required for the production of
cement are available, then why have they increased the price from Rs. 110~ to Rs.
20Q/ -7 Is it not a fact that some vested interests, a person who is in power, has
purchased a cement factory in Tamil Nadu? Therefore, I would request the
Government to take all these things into consideration and see to it that the
price of diesel is rolled back to solve the problem of the common man.
Thank you.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, I want to make a
submission. The hon. Member has made a sweeping charge against the State
Government. After all, they cannot defend themselves here....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I will give a chance to
that party, and at that time, they can respond....(Interruptions). Mr. Margabandu,
please take your seat...(Interruptions).

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, the name 'Tamil Nadu' may be
deleted ...... (Interruptions).

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: The Government has taken an umbrage
under this.....(Interruptions).
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SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: When my turn comes, I will respond
to this.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: It is not fair to make a charge against a
State Government.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Now, Shri Rama
Shankar Kaushik.

it <1 TBR BIRIG (SR UR9): AT STHHTEE Y, SIoTel & ST | ST
IR IfE TS 2, T TR B bR 84 IB[ IR Id1 B I8 ol HEIGY, I§ ]
T Padl 76 BIIG! Sl AR A & STd! THAT &, Ifcd I8 W < & 9t
IUHIHISN DI FARIT T, TP SIoTel T Holl & AR Holl b &M 4 oid 1 gig
BT 8 1 IHHT 3R &R 9ol IR gl ol fHa SH 9gd IR 8l IET 2
AN TR Yo% § U] STT81 UR 81 UR UTH1 SR g §1T ST & S9! BRI
J3TTS TE §S T 3N T B B BT g JHAM B Bl GHIET T S,
Td A1 ga-1 gfg oot aa fohefl TR R ¥ ¥ 81 @t & el o 59 WRaR
1, ST 3199 Bt forArl 1 FRfteT, fordml &1 89ee Ben BT Tl deall & Rt
gfg SO @ & I g forell TR 71 T8 @ iR WOl Y a1 s g B
ST ARRTETT IIOTR H SIoTel & S Ted © 99 89K J&T HH U1 gerr ST
B R Te™T T1feT S 981 "erd 81 1998-99 H STaRRISE R IToTR § dIHd
BB B g3 ollb AN I8l bad UP SUIT TN 1| 1 g5 DAl B
JoTT H ST AU A $H PH I HH A1 SUAT GSRAT MY AT1 1998-99 BT §
T PR YET §l 1998-99 H SRR AT H S <41 H HH! 37T o IF 49
AN 59 WRBR 7 hdol Th BUdT B Tl 394 B off 3R a8 ff 519 1999-
2000 BT FoIC QT AT Al IFH T TAT VA AR I8 Uh BYI B il Hekdl
P1 off IFP! ft g B AT S, Faret 39 IS &1 U1 8IaT 7, I8 Ped §
o5 <7 ggell TR&R oY, T Al d Al &1 TRBR 397 Ig b forar 2l
TIfep=T I&T IR I8 FaTel 2! & b et foras fopam| et fopst =1 oft foram &
Qfp I_IM S TR 3 Tl fhar o1 iR I 91d W) 9 8 fF S Hy S
Taer frar o1 98 Baa 15 RIS 98 &1 e forar Tar o g9 Ry
ALY T YRT SHSR (BT o7 SR g8 T T8I 3T o7l Ig a1 9el § b
AR ISR H SISTel D1 DIl gl s © AR AR I8i 1 394 gfg 8l
AT, T8 § AT § oAb A8T IR 9 a1 D! <xd1 S 1 a1 1997 &F o7y &
319U e gfg g% 87 H8Iad, Al aR SISl & Hedi H Heldl AT I3 gs &l
S, AR H3T S 7 S ofids AU ® S9d! 81 39 o o fhdt § gat
TN g% &1 A, A A o 9 S erids R & S &) o o
R o 7 s I3 @ 3R 7 3ol gerl 81 ol R gs i g R 8,
39T g1 <l §1 U IR 10.34 YA, Teb AR 10.29 T § SFl71-37eT7 &<l X&T §
Y 10.39 U1, 10.25 T4 10.01 T, 8.87 U, 8.89 UM, 9.94 T, 10.37 T,
13.91 T4 U 319 9¢ 21 AT 40 BRI DY I 3AH DI T8 21 AT $7H, 3R
TP THaT BT eIl BRAT B AT iR fHAMT B a7 o 314 A= <meft w8
Re ¥ I8 Wl Us AOleR a1 & P I8 Sl $YSl ol € 39 WR el gl
TR 8 39 W e sgET ol gl BHIE! H, S 9 A1 9 8l A1, ol
T, S BHTET | 600 BRI ST IO BT BIIST I8

90



Short Duration [29 OCT. 1999] Discussion
ARBR IS SISl & HUR Sl SYS! TS T &, ST 600 RIS BUY BT

TATHT € BT ST IToTRd I 3FITe ST & &R | 37T o I8 Iad i
I AT Hod STGT ST TS 3R DT T 911 PR §78 (ATl b Ffel
gAgS] § Al 37 (a8 € fF I8 600 FRIS TUAT FHIEINT & Sl $= gfg
B 81 T8l I Il gol b =1 BT qaTd &, I8 Wl U FolaR [her 2, qolaR
a1t 8178 9aTd & {5 5000 RIS YA BT ST &9 B 81 X&T & ETelifh G4 g9l
PRI BT I8 AFAT KT & AR IE Jheg 81 BRI H I8 AT a8l § b
Y B 18200 FRIS DY BT HICT 41 81 Gpbl &1 I8 W ARGR o 8T & ol
5000

PRIS SUI P =1 H U B9 BRIS BT fafde T ofr enfire & Rradr &1 dig
fare F8) 81 5000 BRIS I BT S TTST fE@RIT AT & SUH U BOIR RIS
AT U 9 | g a1 € R $Is a1 garan a1 9ran {6 69 7 #
T g1, B T gall| I§ U g1 WRI FaTd 8| (FauT) § I8 oe el o1 &
g Sl YT 30 AR B oI 8, I' W Afhad HecH SYLl & ol |e
QU BT e+l Tl &, fhdari &1 Tg=l Tedl &1 600 HRIS BT BT Sff
TATHT RGBT &1 8 BT 98 & BRI IHHT TARISH fhar & faa §
PR S| 3T &1 BRI H U 1T 3R HE1 a1l § H SI1&T SIgH el ol

Suqurege (3N Fa1aA ARy : et ergH 8 Tl 3y Ui fiee 3, s
a1d fide o oy 81

Y I SiHT BN : AT IgT THI MY [ BT < &, o W1 < S gy
91 I8 2 b 39 PR 7 g9 fafi=1 ot Hrufral & uig iR a1d |t &
forg et gie SR f5d & Afdh 1 A1 & /R 1S3 RSM o= faam eR
S7opT ff f2Ta omaT SIY & O e @I #5000 HRIS TUY BT HICT T8l §
ST g H Al FeRINI 8 5000 BRIS DU &b HRIg| AT WRBR Bl By Aol
T T2 1 T TR W SR IToTR § el Wi ST 8, 9 8l 8, I8
AT TE PR, TE TR o (219 9, 9frsy & e & e 7 el B a8 W™
e e & RNd! RIeR Us A d8d §, 39 899 I |l 8k 81 99
A A I8 IRAR Afhy B 72 ot | o I8 BT & S9H S99 Hid B
BIIST el SSTd FTdT BRIGT ST I AahelT &, fohdTl & I8d <& 11 Fahel)
2 3R IUHIHIS BT BT & T Ah! 21 IT 99 G B W § & gl B
BSTel WA Bl TS, Sl Bl 8Sdlel BT Fdldl el &, I8 ol G 81 81 1 I8
ql U1 YTl 8T <1 3R AR TIot 7SI B ST i Farer df SuHhIs
BT 8, qaTdd 39 fHAm™l &1 8 S 39 SR 1R B & S99, 396 q1er-are
fFATT P! SH QIR JaAM &I dTell &1 S8 TR e & Sl i 8 98
GRS 81 ST R-Ifep Siofel | S ¥R frerrde 81l & 98 3iR 9¢ St saHT
BRI fATe! & I 3R SioTel B 19 H 81 77 8, AR IR 8 o vl §
T8i IR Sl fIeH & WRJER US AR Bl 94 3119 Alshd fRRISRT B gl
T e I & fh 9 F BY 600 BRIS BT FHR—ITSTT ST B S 3R TRIRT T8
2 T gig Sox A oif gig Wi o o oefl b1 aRay 181 3fR oy o9 &
P11 PIs TR 7 &l
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SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE (West Bengal): Sir, I wish this discussion
would had taken place earlier here, in a full House, because it is not only a
question of diesel price rise. It is a question where I find deception, deceit and
hoodwinking have been going on, in the name of import parity. First and
foremost, who had taken the decision to raise the price of diesel? Here, I would
like to refer the Economic Times of 6th October. They say that the price rise
was announced by the Oil Coordination Committee Executive Director, Shri
M.S. Ramachandran. Shri Ramachandran says, and I quote, "The decision has
been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing to do with this." Shri
Ramachandran said it at a press conference. What does it mean? Is it the decision
of the OCC or, is it the decision of the Government? But after it was raised, first
there was that mask that it was not a Government decision, it was the OCC
which had done it. When the question was raised and the pressure came to
reduce it, then, the Government, not the Government even, the Minister comes,
the Prime Minister comes, and says, "No, no, it cannot be reduced. It is.a
decision." The Minister must clarify the first point. If the OCC chief had said,
whosoever he is, that this was his decision, the Parliament can overrule this decision,
the Government need not come in between; otherwise, the Government must
take action against this gentleman who had said that it was OCC decision, and
not a Cabinet decision. It is a very important point.

Now, I come to another point. I have got this Note which has been referred
to by the Minister. I am sending a letter to him right now. This hides more, and
reveals less. Come to para 8; Shri Kaushik was also referring to it. This is not fair.
Let us be transparent, I am not a party. This is not transparent. You have given a
list of the revision of price from September, 1997 to 1999, as per import parity.
Fair enough. It is as per import parity. You have not given the price, international
price, as per which this price has been revised. Why? Why have you not given the
price based on which this revision has been made? You are not transparent to
the Members of Parliament also. You say that the whole thing had been discussed
based on Feb., 1999 price vis-a-vis September, 1999. There has been a rise in the
international price by 114 per cent; so we have raised by 66 per cent; we have
raised it by 40 per cent, and all that but what has been the corresponding price
after these nine revision which took place from July, 1997 onwards? I will give
you one example as to what exactly is being played and how you are hoodwinking
the people. On 2nd September, 97, when the import parity policy was announced,
what was the international diesel price? The international diesel price was 163
dollars per metric tonne, and what was the poor consumer paying in the market? I
have got the figures of Mumbai, and the poor consumer was buying one litre of
diesel for Rs. 11.53. After the revisions has taken place! During 1998-99, when
this Government was in
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power, it was the lowest, it was climbing down all the time; and what was
the lowest diesel price? I am talking of import parity; I am not talking of U.F,
and all that. It is a question of deceit and deception. When the revision took
place in Feb., 99, it was 83 dollars. It was 163 dollars in 1997, and the
Consumer price in Mumbai was Rs. 11. 163 T I 9 9T 11. Now, I start from

83 onwards, February onwards. This is my parameter; this is my benchmark,
and now I tell the people that from 83 dollars, now it is 163 dollars. How can
the country cover this much of oil pool deficit? So, today,
for the same price of 162 dollars, the consumer in Mumbai has to pay Rs. 16.
How do you justify it? You cannot justify it even as per the reformer's policy. I
know he is not responsible for it. He is a very nice man. I know him. He is not
the man to reply to the debate. That is why I feel pained. The fellow who is
supposed to reply here today is the reformer, the second stage reformer, the
performer, as per the Confederation of Indian Industry.

He is responsible for this, and not this poor man, the Petrolem Minister. I am
sorry to say this. Not this poor man, the Petroleum Minister, but the
Government, as a whole.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Yes, you are right I am a poor man.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: I wish the Prime Minister were here.
Even the Leader of the House can reply. I saw him noting down points.

Do you call this import parity? The major problem is in the Budget. The
basic price has been changed. With regard to other things like price and
excise duty, they have been adjusted. So, the consumer does not get any
relief. What does the Budget say? I am a consumer and not a politician. In
the Budget of 1999-2000, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the reformer and the
performer says with regard to import parity: 'Currently, international and
domestic prices of crude oil and petroleum products are soft.' Mark the word
'soft'. He further says: 'It is, therefore, felt that raising some additional
revenue through this commodity would be an equitable method of resource
mobilisation." Well, that is the point. Then, why are you talking of import
parity and all that? If the price is soft internationally, what he proposes? "I
propose an additional duty of one rupee per litre on the domestic industry."
When the internal price is soft, it is not Mr. Ram Naik, Mr. Yashwant Sinha
will come here and say, 'One rupee per litre is soft. And, when the
international price is very low there will be one rupee per litre extra. The
consumer does not know what the basic price is. Before that, he said, "I had
already levied one rupee per litre with effect from 2nd June, 1998." So, from
1998-99, it is two rupees. Courtesy, the reformer and the performer! Then,
when the market becomes hard, from 83 dollars to 160 dollars, then Mr. Naik
comes here: 'This is the import parity and so I put another three rupees.' This is
how you are trying to fool the people. And how long can you fool them?
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Then, I come to the next. What about this oil pool? Everyone is talking about
the oil pool. This is what has been told in the Fourth Report of the Standing
Committee on Petroleum and Chemicals. It was a Committee wherein there
were 45 members, inclusive of all parties. Some of them are now ministers in
your Cabinet. At page-8 it says, "The Committee regrets to note that the
Government allowed to accumulate oil pool deficit thereby delaying payment of
huge amount of Rs. 12,000 crores to oil sector PSUs. The Government has
assured the Committee that now onwards, deficit will not be allowed to occur.'
This Government has assured the Committee that oil pool deficit will not be
allowed to occur. I think, it is a breach of assurance. Further, the Committee
says, "The Committee recommends that the new concept of zero deficit should
be ensured through enhanced efficiency of the oil sector and not by increasing
the prices of petroleum products every now and then." This is what you did in the
name of oil pool deficit! Why this oil pool deficit has occurred, despite this
assurance to the Standing Committee? This is my point.

The oil companies had some problem. They did not have money to even import
the crude oil, unless this price hike was effected. Is it not a point? It is one of
the points. It is your Government. I do not know whether you know about
cross holding of equity between oil companies. Who did it? It was your
Government. What was done? I do not know how many of the Members are
aware. In spite of having disinvestments, reasons were not found proper. What
was done is a big story.

The IOC will sell its shares to the ONGC and GAIL; the ONGC will sell to
the IOC. The IOC had to pay Rs. 2475 crores for buying shares of the ONGC
and the Gas Authority. The ONGC had to pay Rs. 1622 crores for bying the
shares of the IOC and the Gas Authority. The GOI had to pay about Rs. 400
crores to buy the shares of the ONGC. The total comes to more than Rs. 4000
crores. Your Finance Minister had no business to grab this money of the oil
companies. This has been done. Now they say that they do not have money. Sir, as
a result of this, the market capital value of these companies has gone down. These
are Government shares. This money belonged to the oil companies. Who stopped
them? In this very House, when the United Front Government was only three
months old, late Mr. Satish Agarwal had challenged, and challenged very
correctly-*we were with them; at that time, we were together, in spite of the
fact that we were giving support to that Government—and said that this amount
of Rs. 4000 crores which belonged to the Oil Pool Account was a
misappropriation of money and the United Front Government must see that this
money was again appropriated. Have you appropriated that money that has been
withdrawn by the Finance Ministry from the Oil Pool Account? Or is it the case
that when
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you are in the Opposition, you say something, and when you are on that side of
the House, you forget about it? What about the Oil Industry Development Act,
1974? As per the OID Act, how much money has been collected and how
much money has been given to the petroleum sector? Sir, in its 7th Report
which was placed before the Parliament on 17th March 1999, the ,Standing
Committee on Petroleum and Chemicals recommended: "The Committee
specifically recommends that so far as the OID Act is concerned, the Government
must give back the money which was collected as cess under the Oil Industry
Development Act." On 31st March, 1998 this amount was Rs. 3163 crores. This
amount was collected under the Oil Industry Develop- ment Act. Out of this
only Rs. 902 crores, have been given for the improvement of the oil sector. The
Committee had quoted all this from the Report of the CAG which says, "The funds
generated from the cess, the cess collected under the Oil Industry Development
Act, 1974, are largely not being applied for the purpose for which it is levied.
The imposition of cess itself loses much of its justification. "Why don't you
remove this cess? The cess is Rs. 60 per tonne of crude oil produced. This money
should go for the development of the petroleum sector. But it has gone to your
performers and reformers, or, to the Consolidated Fund of India. Why do you say
that the petroleum sector has not money when that money has not been utilised
for that particular sector? Now you say that this cess must be removed and the
consumer given that much relief. Who stops you from doing that? If you cannot
reply to that, then, let the Finance Minister or the Prime Minister himself come
and reply to it. So, Sir, this is the case about this money. I have already referred
to the speeches regarding the options. Are they really interested in the options; as a
country, are they really interested in the options? During the 8th Plan, we were
drawing about 60 per cent of our petroleum and oil products by import and the
total value would be about Rs. 28,000 or Rs. 30,000 crores or whatever it is. In
the 9th Plan, are going to depend on import to the tune of 70 per cent, which
means 70 per cent of oil will imported. This is the 9th Plan evaluation. Our oil
production is not increasing. It is decreasing from 32 million to 30 million. You
know this. You are talking of a nuclear deterrent.

5.00 P.M.

The other day, Mr. Murli Manohar Joshi very correctly said in the Lok Sabha.
Will you please allowe me to quote from his speech made in the Lok Sabha ....

(Interruptions) .... W&Wﬁwmﬁqﬁﬁﬁ?, ﬁﬁﬁﬁb—{w
f¥9c B W BrIeT |12 S 9T 3T, 98 df 9T fIar iR ey &) e,
g A1 91 fml &9 A fede ol © ...(@aum™)... e, G &I Bis Braal
&1 2 3R IR G BT DI BIIST el & Al [ Jgi A HiT dierd I A2 R1
PISTETCT € AATST, AR SYUIFSIRA H MY $B qieiil AR Jei ¥ B AR dieiil?
On 15th July, 1996, I had
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given the report. Please go through the proceedings. He had mentioned about
demand management. I had said here also. Yes, demand management is one
of the options. Do you really bother about these options? 70 per cent import
will do. You are talking about a nuclear deterrent. What is your oil deterrent?
If you are sorrounded by American ships for seven days, you will not be in a
position to have a war. You are talking about a nuclear deterrent. But you are
not talking as to what will be your oil deterrent. What is energy audit? In that
meeting, when the Deve Gowda Ministry raised the price, we had proposed a
mandatory energy audit. How many of your industrial friends or advisers are
having mandatory energy audit? Do they talk about it? They talk about it in
their annual reports and show something. But do they do annual energy audit
at any time? Have you been talking about those mandatory energy audits at
all? You are depending 70 per cent on import. It is not a-question of rupee
cost. It is known as petro cost. We are bothered about petro cost. Fifteen per
cent population of this country can afford this hike of 40 per cent. Those who
support the Press, the TV, do not talk about this. They know about it. They
will not talk. Then, what is happening in the name of this? They can afford this
40—45 per cent price hike. But the nation cannot afford this petro cost. What
is our petro cost? How are we saving? What is our demand management?
You have set an example, your new Government have set an example, so far
as petro cost is concerned. Have you done any energy audit for a Minister?
How much petrol is required? How much diesel is required? Energy audit
means energy efficiency in every office, in every company. How much energy
you are consuming? You have increased your Minister to 70, with 26
Secretaries extra. This is the petro audit!

3R (I ST §1eT /8 8, BIe Bl US X2 57 BH UH.U1. & BH &1 dleli] STdR
&, qIferg?

One air-conditioned bus has been provided to Parliament. My heart is
burning.

Td eifex 9 a1 fraries #ff 721 Smelt &fik S €1 e I g, 89 |
SITG, B9 T 9331 99 ST § S Ueh offex | g1 fhalrdiex S © 3R 3 70
T BT, 3P YT 3R 45 A oft Il 8, S7hRAE Sohiatron & fAfawh
AP T T _gr URGT ¥, could you not manage this country with 45
Ministers, so many Secretaries, do you know how much diesel is used? TH
ST JAIfSTer H I @ dYeldl {6 e ge =12y SR 59 89 98 & @1 $v
3R Tl ? I8t a1 7Y U oftex 3 & 8184 &1 991 1 21 1 will quote from

Mr. Jaswant Singh's speech made in Lok Sabha on 15th July, 1996. Of
course, he was the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Energy; he was
my Chairman. I have great regard for him. He said, "There are two issues
involved. Firstly, whether the reference to noting on files is a matter that
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should be discussed or not. The second thing is that I have been asked by my
senior colleague as to whether I had made any recommenation of this nature
of a sudden steep hike. No, Sir. I certainly expressed my grave concern at the
deteriorating situation that the deficit would go up to Rs. 11 thousand plus
crores. So, Sir, Shri Jaswant Singh as the Finance Minister for thirteen days
had at that time expressed his anxiety that the Oil Pool deficit might go up to
Rs. 11,000 crores. But, then what did he say? "It is an estimate". Certainly, it
was on record, that if corrective action was not taken, the situation would be
difficult. But that corrective action will be a 30% hike was certainly not a part of
our noting. We would have found out alternatives of doing it, not doing it on
the eve of the Budget Session of Parliament. You said you had a set of
options. I woul like to know, what has happened to those options. If those
options are only in your pocket, please expose ihem to us, what options you
had at tha* time, in 1996, that oil pool deficit of Rs. 11,000 crores could have
been managed without a price hike which the United Front Government had to
do. This is the credibility. If we cannot do it, we have meetings, we have
debates, we have discussions, we have performers, reformers. There is no
idea. There is no reason why we should have this 40% hike. If 163 dollars
was the international price in 1997, and, today, it is 167 dollars again, either
you should have the courage to say "we have resource problems; my reformer
and performer has put the country in such a way that the rupee has been
devalued". This is what the point is. The import duty value has increased. You
should have said, "I have no other way to earn revenue and this is the way I
have to earn the revenue". If resource mobilization was the point, why don't
you seek the help of your advisors? Rs. 45,000 crores worth of non-
performing assests are there. Can't you have the list of those dodgers? Ask
them to give the money. Whatever they have taken from the banks, can't you
get that money back? You should tell them that this is bank's money. Your
Government has given the bail-out package to these companies who have
diverted the money. Mr. Naik, in your Mumbai, money has been diverted.
Money is taken out of the steel sector. Rs. 99 crores have been diverted and
those fellows have been given a bail out package of Rs. 5400 crores. You can
bail out the steel sector, you can bail out the telecom sector, you can bail out all
these industrialists. But when the question of money comes, you say, "I do not
have the money". You have raised this money by way of increasing Rs. 3 per
litre in diesel. Is this the only alternative way of resource mobilization? You
said, "We have no other way". You should say, "We are industry-friendly and
we can do anything at the cost of the poor; and we remember the poor only
when the election comes; and at that time, we have our own signals". But you
have no business to talk about import parity, budget and other things to justify
this price hike. This price hike in diesel is a source of mobilization at the cost
of poor,
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people, leaving out the rich, which is an atrocity. This must be reviewed.
Thank you, Sir.

st Trenfhe™ AT (| Ue9l) : SUAYIETe] H8ied, 319 e+ | Uh U
oo R ==t 81 &1 & RTIdT 3R 9 <9 B 319 ST R U Y& 81 7eled,
HYDR 1 IE el [ R 3iI-Yel H °ICT 81 DI o8 A 59 SIold &b a1
%17 ® 3R SN & M Fa1 W IRBR Bl 6,600 BRIS YT BT o BT
T8Iey, MY S8 1O} ol 7R 39 <3 & BRIS! Al UX Siofel & 9T g
H fhdeT SRR IS RBT &, SHD! IR ARBR BT &1 e8! =TI

HEISd, 3 & d15, As, I, TS, K, RITER TP HARCHR Ta-HT
P BU H IE AR oY, AR 39 AL § R <1 T8 9gIUI 5IF 59 <9 DI
ST g1 GRUMM &1 aR% <xF a1 oAl b dAlear H a1 Tdior e are
2, 6 ARG & o Rl o 81 ot ofR 5 ARG &1 3Melt /1T Bl 578 a4
To1 Q1 39 &7 <21 ) Sian &1 e ofR & T gama uRomd & aRw o1l a1
A-THSHR 37814 39 YHR BT (oig foram 6 g1-aR 31 d& o $81 3R
P! Sid, $9 IR AT| ST BT et iR fEHRT 7277 @i 918 # I A1 ST
B ST 3R A9 BT I8+ 9T AT 7R 39 914 & o1 3 4d 4 F81 ¢ f5
TN 3H TRIG ST S & SHP HUR $HH] IR JI9 SATET UST & 3R
SITST I UST 849N fhar 9rsal & &UR| radeil I8 IR el 81 I Sl
14 I8 IR I Gl ITd! a1 bR P 95d g g1l [ fhAr Bl gaex T8l
G ARV S¥-5¥ 3R U758 Udhs STHIM dTel gdex I & 31X Siofel & 9T
g1 A 3! YT 21 BT, T8 °IC BT WIGT 51 ITd! I8 3] I e 8 AT
{1 3R Werq 97471 ¥, 3R 98 SIMATHR g1 &, I8 31! Well Bl & ol
EHRT <% GRIETS BIdl 2l 3R [ SATET YHTG TS & A1 He9 a9 &b HUR
Tel, BARI TR SI9dT & HUR TS Rlfh SIoTel P 91T e+ I 3MH SYHIT 3R
IYANT BT S ISl & IAH 3 AT 971G 4 ghg 81 S, SHBT AT 3R
FHARI TRIF ST IR BT

H HEg g2 A AT g 3R ALY Yol H ARITE 1 Wl 8kl 61 3141 39b qd
ST H ASFA & HUR TS IR T8 3T Feofl| AR Heg U & Hu Y 31
& AfT guT BT Y9I gST| ST FRITE B Bl FIUe 81 T 3R Safd 39
Tl BT Well HRA BT 39 GAYT Ao 31T & 3R ZER SISTel &I S ¢ T
21 qd B S WRPR At IFT IR $T & 1100 Y 3R 1200 29T fFaeed
qdb TR fHAMl Bl a2l oife 3/ 4R ARBR 7 Sl s96hT GHT oo
freiRa fra & a8 835 TUT faacd © iR et Aeg yeer # #feal # A
400 YT P TG R 4P 8T 21 $© A § eI M1 39 UDHR a8 BT [Ham
SIEY AR W AR 81 U A1 STD! AT Bl el T g 3R Hel # I IqdT
|EI 91a T2 et Y81 § AT SR TR% SIofdl & W19 9¢ I8 © SIdih SHDT 3M
Wil BT IS YO 83N 21 3R A1 A g1 AT A1 DI U SUIT &1 ST ISl
TR SUTHR A8 - Ig 3T UISC 39H Hax [hY Bl 124 SToR HI 3HHT G
o7l
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RIS ITSTR H 3Tl BT W19 98 AT 163, I=I A1 33 Ufrerd 39 gfg
PR ST AR 94 33 URIerd &1 gig s © A1 SIofd BT |19 &1 99 Ui oflex |
ATET &1 98 [ehdll ATl FR 394 IR BUY Bl glg g3 © 3R 39 glg o A1
ST R R fHdl ) & a7 89X fohdr wigal & SR 999 el © wilfh 3|
BT Wl BT JoT BRI SHBT YT BT S919 ShoTdl I Ieldl ©, STPT Sdex
SIS I T Bl 38R g8 ARG &b PR AR WTAT 3T &1 & SR SIoicl b
AT &1 A I IHD] BIB! JHATT 3N 81 7 ARBR A I8 IRIY PRI A8 §
& forarl & faa § g8 7 v Sox ol < gure w30 St 7 @1 © % e
SISTl & AT | BIs HHI a8l BN AR Ugiferaw w20 Argg Y 99 &, S=iH ot
el B AR 3MYPT fIAR a BIAT 81 TSI 379 $HDH 918 § SHRT ¥l [I9HT 8
YT RN IFH WY STl BT Fo19 ot & 3R 579 R Vel b SR AT Al
fopvTa ot ST MfTad $u & g A1 Siotet @t gfg &7 e ywra gAR orat
AN & HUR SRNGC-STSIINGE US| H 1 $9 e H a1 &1 el arg
for =R Siforas 301 S I8l 99 8, AexdMl ®Rd N1 T $F B AD
SISTel & HTG DI MY SN HH B | gIaTG |

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, the recent steep hike in diesel price is a very serious
matter. It is a serious matter for the Government because there was no
alternative to reduce the oil pool deficit except to hike the price of diesel. It
is also a serious matter for people because it increases their hardships and
makes their lives miserable. The Government have effected hike only on
diesel price, but this hike is so. powerful that it had a cascading effect on all
the consumer goods, including foodgrains, vegetables, freight tariff and
passenger tariff. We understand and appreciate the reasons for this steep
hike. But we are unable to appreciate the manner in which it has been done.
One, the Government should not have taken this decision so hurriedly, even
when the verdict of the people was in ballot boxes and could have waited for
some more days. Two, the hike at a stretch was a painful decision. It could
have been effected in 3 or 4 instalments. Three, the Government could have
told the nation the necessity and the compulsion of hike and could have
discussed with political parties. The demand for diesel consumption is likely
¥ to go up from 37.5 million tones in 1998-99 to 40 million tones during the
current financial year. I believe that more than 50 per cent of petrol and
diesel is consumed by the Governemnt vehicles. Vehicles are provided to the
Government officials for discharging their official duties, but wc find these
Government vehicles at the Government schools, private schools, shopping
centres, vegetable markets, cine theatres, hotels and sometimes near bars
also. I request the hon. Minister to give a serious thought and try to reduce
the use of Government vehicles for private purposes.

Whenever there is an increase in the oil price in the international market, the
Government resorts to an increase in the oil price in the country. Instead

99



Short Duration [RAJYA SABHA] Discussion

of doing that, the Government should consider other measures like increasing
the domestic oil production and reduce imports, as much as possible.

I also request the Government to seriously consider supplying diesel, at
least, to the public transport vehicles on subsidy, on par with other items,
through the public distribution system so that poor people are not affected
with the hike.

There are indications that the LPG price would also be increased. Our State
Government is in the mid-way of providing 10 lakh LPG gas connections to
the poor families living in the rural areas. Therefore, I would appeal to the
Government not to hike the price of LPG and kerosene.

Y W= B 7iaw (SR 9290): SUGHTETE] S, ARBR ITe SN 81 I8 5P
B, Q9 &1 81 T % B! 81, IRBR Bl [qHT & B B TS| 7 ATST0
fopanfeaa xS, I I TS, §9 99P for U1 A1fevl U & forw
IHTE ST 81T, WS HH B Uil TSI BT GOUANT Al 981 81 X&1? Bls
el a1 Tel 81 81?7 ISR Al el 81 ? #F31 @f o1g | o U1 =781 i1 <817
I BH <WT © 3R 0 A H R A 9 R &7 | IoRa 3T 8, ST
Q1M W S & H 1 A1 Yo o A7 I8 e 2l

AEIGY, Ugell IR TP &F P 91 37 H0GOTHO a1l = Hall I9 o g9
$IPT ATITHD eI RET B, HH HRIHD efeHIv 4 dl 9 AT I
<@ T8l 8 lfeh 3TTST Ueb 38! a1 go 11 Hel, B9 Y3 Igi I B 8
YB3 UTIIRIT 8199 W & & | e HeTSR I8! Al9(g & |ibal &l ar o
ST & folv| U8l U off @fR a8 MY Uh-UH Pl of ATHR bs gad el o 3fR
SIoTel N1 Bl AT 3R 379 i 37T TS| T8 SIolel Bl axdIe] 81 39d ] WUd bl
B BH BRAT 1Y ST 8H A4S Wa | &1 YO3AT By | AfeTY TS &1 3 |
T Sovd oY 39 AR B1? A WSl W& 8, Uh-UdH MMSH B of Il &,
BIedl ol 39 THR SISiel P! avaTal 81 I8 81 $© a1 VAl &, o 9ol WAl 8
ST &4 faen & T R Usdl 81 8RR 29 § USIfraH ueTeil &l STed
PHH 81 F 3T B & Il 89 T SMATT HH BN 3R IO 7 T TS, DIAd
T Jo IS, T ¥ Wd B xR+ A1Ry] U o1 39 I8 91T fob BRI )
@l ®H BFT ARVl 3R UH H3l BT B Udb BR H Id Gohdl § df 99 aI-
T I IR BR G DI ST el 8l 396 forg F 0+t IRBR & A#ai &
T BTl IE 91 ) WE & f w2 uRug # whr 9 wiven o7 g @Ry
QAfpT AT & YT 31 AT &, 537 WiAG! R 70 HA § AR HERTSE H 288
et uR 70 w1 €1 AN B BT BT BE I 1 3MUP [ER H 324 fgemaet
W 77 " A IS A FOgY § RIfe 980 AR T 8l ofbd R R
...(FITT).... H MU 910 | Fead g b aRug # AR &) dw= &3 g+
eI, (FIIT)....

Y R gAY (e uee): A ) TUY & 91 dred & TAH SHl. .. (FFE).M..
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£t < B vt 49 A1 J8i PR T IR AUY o <l Bl 3R 59 T e
R ol ... (FaLT)....

7} R g : BT dTel 3TYd] AHT B Bl...(FTL)....

it 3= T T 11 9iEE g & X dTdl & 31k e aRaR faeefl # 78!
IEd & S ool § ®R T8 @A A1ty 3R 8= SIodd §91+1 a1yl Uk
IRIR # 4fT-git iR 3T 9= & R S1h YNNI Udh Bl I SIS & l qTabl
RBhed & ARSI HAA B fod ST 10| 31T A%Sil & STl § AN Bl
HTd ©, 3Mhs U B © “oic 319 o1 Udehd 57 RafaRes’| g9 91 B 81
IR WTYOT X AT AR BT faaTe o gae foa= a1 wrwor feam| &9 st & ugt
o PR S|

Syareae (it wraq fAaf): 9 81 war Miaw s i wer Rieen

St B RieeT ([ER): SuawIeer #8iey, I8! 980 a1 §8 © 3R &y
TRE B Il Tell &1 I8 B 3TTB! I8 DI a1 81 s & [awR A1 H 397 91 arai
I IIEHT T8 AR g1 SR Sfl B a1 DR Igd AT ol Ji Q41
o & g8 oAl & a1g # 9 S @iy e AT F 7oy A I8 1 A
TfYe IR W= R 7= I8 St & b BHR I8T USIrH HiSded Bl HHl,
T 3R T <21 BT 9Txd & S99 U fI8Ts 81 89 SaTe aRd 21 I8 ft 9al
2 5 59! T & IR # 3lU® il | WRIGHT UedT & 31R d il U189 a3
P & AT F IMIR IR &H WG] ISl & I 29 I 316G w@Tsd /[ 3FR &H
fUroet f&A1 &1 fageivor B a1 R {5 AR Ugifora™ dreaed @ HHI dad!
g Tl U8 DI BT B "el 78] 5l AR U$d ¢ 32 ol g1 a1 I1< 8 Tdb
STHTHT oI 519 U T UeTel 12 3 | fAretdr o oifeh=T 31TST Sh! deuT gl
W ST |ebell 81 TR BUY AT U™ BUY 91 fAU 21 4T1¢ oI DUV A Al R 2UY
oI ot 7 9fE B TS 7 TR A IRl 7 $El fo S 3 9fg J o
ST 6 Sfiad UR SHGT 9TT 9971 I 91 G & F1fP a1 & Iy ¢ Y
3R S T foved TiAUIe Y™ & fory 89 Wb oiauie & SR feus #xd 8,
GTADR TS AV & $HIR ISP HROT U A FEE] & ¥ doil| JIC TR IR
Y8 PHEl S Dl & [ R ARMRDI BT ST et BT WD & ST
FIIGE 3T T, S WRBHR AH-ATh) FR § I7 S fhavre $7aH J0 &
AT & 391 foly 984 faaeh @ ard sRfT Jiivr sfgel § RN &1 @ud
31eP & FNfb -G AP del SISy MYD] Hal LT ol faw | g9 9 |
ottt @t ot 81 1= fasten anfae a1 fastel o1 Scre 8! 81 81 afe
# 3o fIBR Uid &1 919 B, BAR 318 89X Aimare fifay Rearxde 8
ST IedTe & I A1, |re < Al AITEre] gR-§R T gl SgY el LA
& feg W, < ff T8 e, uE 'ed g RN @ dHa @l
TR fed Ui & d8d B G USdl & IRGR Bl FIfP I8 I MSH
P Sligd | e JoT gl 1 Tl LS. @ ff 981 8Tera &, STerad & fofg
fiyerd 2) & Bal IR R STd ®1e Tad & 894 BT STl 81 3191 &1 918 &
TR H 91T B §Y AT GG S H s S 7 garan o b sar <9 A 33
TFTeId SHTel BT BIRIE $HaR 379 19 UL S &1 7 81 Sirel Wi 894
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PIC STet| ADS! T8l & ST & o7 Braet & HHI 81 Y& 81 89 g & 25
IRRIC BIIAT MATT B IT ¥ T 39 & ReEarAe & forgl =icfion ® {6
T YISl &b GIR B ! eIl WRIBR &b e Heal 4 37 Gel. G.ofl. Ffd
TR ST & ST 3 ST §3T & AAY D! DIAd Dl Wl TSARE [
YISO & A8 HH G TSdl 21 ol 8 IRT 9157 UsdT & fhari & S,
BIC-BIC BRI A B dTdl 3R g3 98- H Y&+ a1t oAl k| & fohaii &1 91
S9fery ®E el § aife sl f=1 g-ra & SR1 Sfg #§ S /&1 &Y, TMa-7rd g9
TEY ot 1 B STTE g AN A e fF AR T8t ATl BT AR M9 I W B,
fastel 81 81 fordami & &9 <% # faTelt forami &1 Ramg & forg <=1 8, a8t
oft 781 B UTaT B1 BH SIoTdl HEI I WR WRIGHT TSl § 3R Well BT HTH HRAT
TS 81 Wl P BTH P {7 SIoTel B SToxd &, g JHTH IR SToxd & 319 84 o
IR 81 SIGE A BIRE 3fTh UHidedr BIR g 4 a1 815 ol I8 i
RTSUS B ATeTl 21 379 BT I Bs Al g1 7 U1l -l ot
AT S SIUICIM & R 3 $el T 81 3R W% iUley ¥ dle]
TIAYIE 1 1 98 TS 31281 8T I 91d 9! & fb a1ex giuie affw gfosar
1. B9 I8l 991 goTl © Al | A o o fog) a1t o A1 7eH e vy
I A B o ADhd &l IE BIIA I IR &b SIRY TATIT S Fball &1 SHH
STl B ST el US| dfc STAUIee SO &9 BN Idbd 8, SIauleI
HIP YIS ¢ UTSC ¢ A Al ST Fahdll &, o1 ¥ [T ST Wbl © UTSC ¢ UTscl
SR BHR 98 H U1 A BIs 55-60 fhaAHICR B G-I IR Teb &R JHMI & Sil,
<efrer Sf @1 Pifeeed= 4 1 §1 981 | U SR b (oY g8 371l 81 31 39
RE A Seil ST Bl Fo, SR Feoll, g8 Sl geb H 317l & S7ebl o A Uige ¢
qISc HIGIHR, S 915 [Sellds! UEe W gb A e S dadl 81 S99
ST B U H HH BN T A1l 7 BET fh S G & 918 SIH1 G 98
ST 21 IAHT Gl 9gd BIdT € I8 a9l el 8T 81 $HP IR § JIa I
M, g TE 98 BAR S H For A T8 # 95 A ugd goRIsd TS
oft 3R @i o Tidl # eI ST T Al (ATl H TS AR 37T SHT8] R T5| T8l
W PIITRICT BT Bt 71 T § iideara a1 o o @@ Tia &) @l
BT M T 3T AT, TSI e’ | Sl S o ST & I8 YT 19 91 DR
AT & 3R SHB! SWHA B b g1 SIP] I8 I199 B ol 81 399 ol
Tifthe BT & U S ] Gl Mdhdd 81 des &l Adad I8 8 [ 39 ThR &I
PRIMRICHT 3R 8H 991 b URIhodRd Udqude &9 a8 IR X b TAdT
ST QRT 19 HR b, IR HRYFET PR Fb ol 599 b4l Up TR gD IS
TE TSI 3R Y SIoTel TR 814 ITelT Wt At ¥ 81 el 81 8! df 8% Udh
Ifh B ST BT I AT IGHT TSdT 8, Sdex IGT TSdT © 3R ST SHB!
BIIGT T8l BTl

SERT H gTeR giRpgIe fFees & 9 | Qe 91 g8l garl aredl g fd H g8l
ST 1988 ¥ AT TS AT 3R 9 THY el YR <ATS1 D1 GH B Al el g8
A ST o I8 IR U 16 HIeR Ui $HTel & SN 3MToT A U §OTR AT U8t a1
gs ol 98 3T I 9139 81 I9S gRT A Ii 9 G981 of Sff Gdhd 5l BHRT
<Y 7if3re <21 81 &9 Sruel AT B
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A PR HH Yed gl a1 R &H 3h! 1 8 PR Ahd? AR T&1 B Bl
B DY SR &l BIg W ARER &I, ol [Auell Sal & IRbR oY, IRl gART
o} 3R 3T W N WRFR &, TA.SLY. Bl IRER gl BIs W TWIHR &l &
TSR HT T RF Bl | Tl § 98 S5 $& Feaqol B TR I8 2
HRBR 7 SN T8 [T 8 SHB! (hIEATSS B & g8l § g B [ 39 A
DI WA BT @ §U 3R GHT &1 Al Siofdd & W15 d ATST Il 9% IR &
s 31 AT BT TEd el Hep |

sft TR I1eg (RER) : STaWTRds FEIey, Siofd & Sl H JTRId gfg
I THA G 19 b GRT <20 U A<l BT IRV A IR ST 918 8T
TG b RO 1Y AT 78T < S I Teb gRUMH qR <21 &l < &, fopami
3R TRIST 1 URATE T Bl Y SIofdl Bl dbIAdi H 35 HiIwId o ghg B &1 I8
JTIDT TRBR BT I DI DA TG P ATl § U RabTe ol Tl fobdl ot
IRBR A T8l frar sy I8 aReR feam R, w9 fokieh swRer 8, I8
$e H DIy [P YR B BT ST BI 78! &l Heled, S 7 itk
WRTS & oIy 516t B1 3R I 99 St 9 71fed 81 I8 81 Syavies daiey,
31T 31 I§ HE 4 Bl fedd T8l &, 3R 375l 84 9 & © [P 59 SIoid glg
BT U HEl TS V8T 21 39 SIoTd gl PI YT shell U IS I8T 8 3MR fasharr
HTATHTS BT 8T 81 YR I o TRIGT BT 37T ST ST T&T ¥ AfdheT fashelT ATeliTel
Bl Y81 Bl U1 39feTv 81 JET § Rl I8 WRBR fashareil &1 oy <o areft
TR &1 T8 AXPR YolluRd AXBR 8 3R $9 WHR 7 Fa¥ U8l 371 A8
SoId fhaT 81 gAY & I8 PEAT A18dl § Bl AT (A 87 AN bell
IATEH fHA™ 21 S ©b 6000 TUY H YT el <2 oI fAfd= #ifeai # o
BT AT 31T WY 9000 T Th YRTE BT HIfeld HITT YT &1 31T BHR fohArit
& G IqUISd bl HiSAT H ST &, fFA & 812 § $© T8l S 8, 98
Qe BT 199 31T &7 &1 IRUMH 9 & AT 21 7S, NP AETH A BT
PR W MU & b I8 )1 <d © b el qof # °rer 8 ]8T 8 A
AL 7 A e gd & g 9f| wRA & Y wEr o1 9 99y o
&I fHar? R I 1% B 9 GHY BRI | 39 GHY < BT G1eT "TeT a8l
T Ifp 9 9 g1 § §¢ 81, 9 IHI < BT TIe] IMYP! fT@TE Is 17l
sl fawars g T o SMTu= ST 3R A% ARBR 8T MY fp) gaw &t
TRGR MY T 9P HY TR ST 3R 3R TR TRBR &9 ST d7 TFhR
QT H A B AT 81 ST I TSI, ATATDbT 9T TSI el ST Febel]
B ifh I8 9IS oI T81 Bl S Adball 81 HH I HH ATERNT qrofoft it
H Ul Ppfee ST BT IR AT SIS &1 B S Febell| H fHAT g 3R 597
RIId 9 &8 3@ § 6 a9 R 7 fFae & I W iR T @ o9 )
AT AR 81 BH MU HIEH W 3T AT I18d & b a8 fohae faxieh), me
foRIE ARBR 81 SIoTel b a9 HH B avF YR < 4 Sl A IS W& & IH I8
YoOfe SR WR&GR & 81 S| I8 H 3UE PRAT A8l § b YR <
M= & oy TR & 3R 39 3M<Ial Bl 39 951d & 1| Sl 99 o
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e d BT, SIoTdd BT S ¥ 1T 17 B, IFd! arqw foffory s
ST 9T T8l BRI S B ST JIR Bl M9 TGl BT ART 8, 3
HOIGRI Bl 4RI 8, fhami ol 41T 8, 89 bR ardiel o_d € & SIotel &1 &
A PRI AT R PI ST TSl & SheAd PR b [olQ| 98 984
RIATG |

o} g RO @ 9S9) - AT ITFYIETET S, MBI g=uare b
T g2 T faam 59 fawg R R 961 H 5l $u R Al T FEe 2 S W
AU BRIIER BRI §Y Y31 MUY H© (e BT &1 S e 3119 g STt & fp
Ig WNHR U § §¢ 81 B 18X 37Ts ISP Ugdl SIold Bl BIFd 96 Tsl Sioid]
B DB R IS T3, 39 W A5 D AT8d BT UUR & 99 AN DI el 8 98 3y
AN A ST 2, 89 99 9 9T 21 SN 9N} 9710 8 Al aR W) § uh fa9y fdes
BT TS § b S P AN IY I8 1 918 8 (b g4 SIofel Bl Do
&1 P FI Sia BT DI AT VAT VA=) &, DI A1 VAT & & FTqep! i 78]
317 f8l1 B9 TS 98 81 Sefcrd U8 A 3111 b gl a1 a1 872 a1
27 T A BId GRPR o 9315 & T YT & WR R 9318 s, I8 Uh
vsfafregfea fsfiom an a1 ddie &1 fSRiee o, g1 Bt g1 arf=l
Pl VT A T8 ® fb memEE B 3R H W1 T B, hel o o T8 fh
PdE B W SR # W@ AT B 3R e IfHERAl 7 ifvd wx e iR
JMYPT THR BT TS AT 3T ITR-IR, TR I8 Hed & fb 319 drad aas
& BN, MY SId IT99 el ol S0 A1Y-J1Y & aehed AR ot 31T I8 &
foret #=ft 1 oY 31 BT ® 3R ver | 1 ot 31 BT ®, 9% IS © f doR fofy
o ISW 3R BoR ofg ofF TS 319 3Mud! TR BRI W A § 3R
Tl 4TSl R 91 & 3Tk GO Qa=yoT UR A1 81 79 CeRIeI ST <A1 S Y 37T
3R faaR &A1, ARY G0 BRI oAb T81 U JIRTE & SP HUX H MTH]
el BR o1 ATS g1 3T Teh 2 DY ST U bR X! & WIS 59 qa bl
Joh § TAS b 59 9 H 31T Bls 7 BIs U1 hadll B A AT =T &b
fore @1fdres AT 2T 811 3T BIF Y IS aret Iuds! I1 gHRI DIy AT
Y 9Tt &1, S ISh! IR T8l 81 99 ISP IR gl Bel 7 hel Tdd oD
gIet SI9Tdt & foRIg # $9 S & 98 & faR1e # STSIer &R 2! 8l BiF &
e QT & o1 o T8 991 811 AT SUNYIedd Heled, 37 Wl S d @,
B9 Al ST 2 THICR a9 22 ¥R fhall da ugd | Big ¥l Feofl 3MToT 10 B9
forell | BH IR 7181 81 S9H! B (NaR 9 Y&l &l

T i U= IrergSll 7 S Ueb /T &I H9 S AR A ATl Y Sl bl
B9 IHPI AFA USel BR ol 8, YUCSINIUC R ol & feb 3T &1 el AT
SIREIBTS BRI Afh 3B AXT I8 § f muat fadi & SR TV Se-37
AT, Ui 31 T AT H b HTH 1T IAT oI I8 © 3R 98 I% & foa A1 &1
B & 3R TP Qg BH § G- dTeil S 919t & d It 81 I8! 81 g9 fopae
HEW B Y 81 THTCR 22 BUY fehell B STTU 314} W1 &1 g1 b g7l &b d<h H,
0T & AHHETT & a<h § Sqd] & I<h H ool b qIoTR § el el fHerdr ol
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IS Ul SUER RIT & 3MIHT S HI7? < Bl MY U SUER a1 gl
Pl ESATA BTl Hel A QT AR A & AMGIR dlerd & b ghl Y ggdrd
G [6d SR A §s? WIS AT HHAR Sl 4 D! U Racl=T gde &)
GIRI B fewfOrl I I 81 U gAgf 2 &1 o 89 UIRCRM @I,
SIS aTel AR AT ®I ST BT goll <1 3R MY S & b a8 fan
BT B B DI IRBR 39 B B HA BN MMIA U8l 721 991 TR do+
arell BRI U afe Bkl o S e #3l off iR grs # uiw fee a@
AR d1ferar goit off Sk awhed IR fh I8 fhed SS&! Bl SE BT ol
< T &1 3T 9 U §91 1 IR 96 U1 AHA1? T2l 98 urdl § 9gd BH
AHI I DI JRhed | Uh-al e st a8 &= argem &9 4
A BI A1 3 & Sl gH1fae &1 81 SufeR 918 $8 Y2 & b 15 uferera &
I U © SN I SATeT HETS U1 9513 B Fhd 8 S foT¢ SIoTel 3119 100
T 9 forew ox TG a1 Y 7 @die < Afes a1 g 918 & WEeIRl
FT1 TT TR AR TS TR IS Y J I AGel! THS Al of oAfh WIS B |
ABfergl e d% S Sk &l

wfesral @t #S # o9 faeen @ g w4 fien ifera St Tt @ wr weh
ISR H AT Ge-Be PR Y| FAT HROT A7 98] IR fHAM1 B Feofl @RI
ATAT IS T TR & I TG B 2rfeh T2t a1 21 A1) B ARy [feora
B! P 9¢ T T T Sl Bl B I § B T 7EW gort 2 &R SHB
a1 A1 319 Bl & $HD HUR 37 THP] GAGAR HIAT IS ?

Udh TR dl Y HETHRH Ul off W deodrd & fb <o o faxiy fRufy
TEA IATH! €, DIRTATT 81 YT IGT BT AHT WIYOT <=7 BT BIRTA &,
Rl 213 Ga Yeh IRE Al IIFURT ST A PEAAR & 3R gAY TR Pbed o

5 3 9 7R 2

U BSTR PRI BT IIDT HTCT AT 3T dol Yol BT AR ATYD! S AT fh a8
Y BYR RIS b Fell SITYIT: 579 39S IRy Il faxier Ry 7orqd & 9
fopr =9 oo & Smu= Il e ? 319 AfISIoIR fIaR 3R 38 81 SER-SeR 9
3T AfRTSIST a1 i | 3T FHAR iR UeIH IUSI <ol & b < gaeaR
I HH ITell DI gdex el W1 a1yl

SUGHIEIE HelGd, SIoTdl B WU g3l MY FTe Fo7a1 R Tyl Siotet
B @I Al gl gell S| a8 B HH T8l B dTell §1 cifebd 39 faen 4
S MY SFARTET Hedl | BT STUT SiTsd & 9 R 37 ST & uet H
3ae! gog Af st dferd 811 =12y & <l &) =N urer uR 311
B & ST k| AN B! WA 4R &H &1 I8 gl Al @t 9 b
PHAGIR Bl X8 21 fpar Siford g, fpar srialferd 81 w8l g &, e 916 8
T QST 21 3119 eI H S1SY &R §HH S qIER BH A HH TP Siofd AT
ST G & T8l A STINeR Idl X8l 2 fasTell &1 Hl 5| fhedl vaer H oy gyl
S ORE | 3R 319 STl & el W YAIER et Byl Il STl A3 19
JTIHT BT <l $9 WM AR el & a1 | ART U1 fear 8 o roifcrsd
urfeat aifdres wofieft & T Fedi W MG iR H1g W ff TRHR 8 a8
HEY T2 P Bl A8 SR TS DI 8, I
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FATA DI 8l, HUICH B 81, el BI Al 81, I ARBRI & AHT DI AR
ey &1 FRufRrt I5T e S| smuast A & HROT 89 99 o 3Ed B
SATIT ST 35 TTeTd 9811 & 98 a5 SUTa] 2l 319 YR B, 89 AT AT
BN B, 3Tl DY 21 TS 35 UFIId 92T 3Ma+ fHaMT &b HUR, 9 STHHI
P FWR I goH 9T & & I R 3MYB] AR BRAT BT FANfB Tl
HEM II9 HES BT 971 31 8 I W 3MMUS] YAGIR BT S R
3ol AE ITI9 HAE HT 81 FF I3 aTdll 2 3R d9-79 ...(qEM)... As5H
A& M9 A1 o H AR ST I8 & &9 o 2 o amaeet feufedic o< e g
q1 319 gl e 81| MU A1 foRIRId 4 I8 99 o a8 $afoy 4 SIea g
e aMuep! ARt AT 2, HSRAT FAT 21 b HUT PR 37 HHSl B bidc
H of SR SN BT Heaell

PHRATSY| IR T8 Bidic BT Hcl BIdT & 79 ol fhv 3777 Sl g9 < I8 & 8
CIEASRIR

HEISd, H g UrsT & |1 3ifH a1 B8 8T §, 984 [IaR] & A1 fFded
PR el § [ Uglel 4 #iferep] = gArd AT &b SR 8 Hebel fopam o1 3fR
B9 3 Bel o & (5l 1 il ARBR 97 Blell 319 5 /A1 o, <ifeh <rared] 89

TN #9998 dhad 9 89 9 3R d9 & I |FHed el I Rlfeh &9 Bl
forearsr o bR 3y 3 ameft 7 B & ST A ITAT? 3Mef T BY ST 91T
Fo11 {5 g8 f=iferdi ®1 ARPR € MR 39 I A 9T of g&b U1 3[R <<l 78
foram gIar a1 o9 eI I8 T8l 98| MY =eT of gdb U 3R I Bl BlUvT
PHRAT 3T BT U VT e 81 =AY off fop Rre 991R 319 1 81 & Il |

AT SqqHIEde weied, § fhr 4 ag @ e &= @rear g f6 59
g W IMRAT 9 feR a3k 39 vl R qAfdaR &R & 9 didl &l
ST TR R, S0 olddl R AT o 3M7¢ {3 37 e+l 3R 34 3 fopfer
GRIAT I8 b 3R 50 ARPR DI HH-U-HH g8 [bdl-7-f6dl IR R g=ydre
S B URTHT BR Fh| HeIGd, MY - Gl T AT H 3179 BT 95 9K gl
BRCIE]

DR. (SMT.) JOYASREE GOSWAMI MAHANTA (Assam): Sir, I would
like to share my views with other hon'ble Members of different parties in this
August House. Sir, Assam is a petroleum-producing State. From time
immemorial, we have been demanding an increase in the rate of royalty. It
has also been revised from time to time, but the ratio has not been
maintained. Many a time, there is a rise in the price rise of petroleum
products, diesel and petrol but the ratio is not maintained. After repeated
demands, only sometimes, the royalty is revised. Secondly, Sir, eighty per
cent of the people of Assam are farmers. And Assam is also a flood-prone
State/ Every year, atleast four-five times it is affected by floods. The people
here have no source of income, other than agriculture. So, they arc already
very poor, and this steep hike in the diesel price will prove very much
dreadful for the people of Assam. My third point, Sir, is, that the people of
Assam and the North-Eastern region have to entirely depend on the roadways
for transport. Railways are not available everywhere and the areas are also
hilly. So, Sir, we arc fully dependent on the roadways, the trucks
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and all those means of transport. So this steep hike in the diesel price has
created another problem for us. The people of the North-Eastern region have
been the worst affected by this hike. Next. Sir. our hon'ble Minister
concerned is present here, 1 would say that the capacity of Assam refineries
is very meagre. So, this has to be seen and the Government of India should
consider the whole thing, so far as North-Eastern region is concerned,
because we arc supplying crude oils to different parts of India, fulfilling the
needs of other State refineries, through oil pipelines. But in our State, the
refineries have a low capacity. This is one important point. Sir. 1 would urge
upon the Government on behalf of my party, the Asom Gana Parishad, on
behalf of the people of Assam to do their best in revising the crude oil
royalty. Also the prices of diesel and other petroleum products should be
subsidized for the State of Assam and the North-Eastern region. That is all.
Sir.

£t TRT g A (STR Uew) : ITQHTEIE HEIG Y, AT HTHI IR J ST
F qeu gfg R It Iaf 81 7 & 3R W [l 7 39 W H1wh! R & ==t
DI g AT @I G189 7 Al TR & Ahs] H AXBR DI B BT BT
T 1 TRBR A WY 3TUT HAT 181 § b o1 TR F R <9 4 Sl &
eI ¥ gfg B TS I 514 §9 <2 4 A 81 38 &, AAQGH & g3 915, Sdid
RO T qrabT &, U 7Y | SIoTel & o | gfg Rl FiTad o0 4 e d
& dTel ATR 98 BT B, FOIgR 81 AT 31 SUHITHT 81, & AT 3T §aT B
I T IR BIAT 8 {6 IRBR &1 #3127 off, S 7 AT &7 S ar i)
3R 71 €1 e U fawars e ol

SUIEIE HElGd, B 3fTUdh H1EgH H WRBR A Bl dIed © fd 3ol ]
ST H, ST 37T S 2, 80 BIAa! AN P UR AMETR &1 59 <21 4, Tiai d
St fasTett 3R Ui ) BTerd 2, fRgwa &1 foar, it ==t 81 <&t o, arit
P AT H T BT G3ATS T 71 B YT AT fSsTell & forg 7Y fasrel] o) 81
S 9T S &, faSTell & @d TR o a1 ’R 7, T e et <e1 81 U fRfer A
fFaT <1 ST SIoTdl $197 TWRIET & ST Al Hl 78! R UTT 311R 3 SIoiel Bl
ST 961 83T o & S b IAQT B YIYHT| S 1T, B MTUD HIEIH | 3R
BRAT AT & b o1 TR & Y 35 URIerd 1 SIofed & Hed | gfg Bl T8 8,
SR I STEH! W &1 NS A 70 TR ATAHTET 81 A1 SHRT AT &
e gQIaR] 85 ©, 918 98 %9 BT [HR1IT 81 AT 3T B fHRTAT 2l

YT HEIG Y, B4 I U8 JMMHT § fh T TRId 9 IR gRT IS Bl
RT PR & fofg STt & Hed H ghg @l 718 2, Sl B A1 Al A g4
BT BRIRIT I BT W T IQIAT SITYIT| 39 F9e H § 31qdh A7 | I8
FHEAT ATEd! § T et it 19 &1 fpam T 2, o<t # 381 7, 96 I8
fasTelt & w8 2R a8 1= SNt H SUd STATT & BRINT e &1, gt
P T BT WRBR 7 1 TP A SIoTdl Bl o ghg DI ATGM b gR 918,
el A I, TGP AGSHT B 30 WWHR A g 3rven off RNfh IReR
URERIET B a1 R &, 3 STTHYE 912 98 (A 81 AT HOIgR 81, AT
qIe THY AXHR
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 3TUETT HYP 1T DI AT 3T AT AT S Sohell T &l & el I 31 I8
A gl PR a1 TS| I8 U PORTHIT goTl SHD A1, SHD! &I & 1|
9 T § AT G P A1 | 3MR AP H1egH | ARDR 4, fb TRHR A
S I8 SIoidl B 4od Jfg B & S a99 of, forad b 3 Siia1 a1 8q

RES G

W%WQI TIATG, STTHIIE Helq |

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, actually nobody likes the increase in the price of any commodity, leave
aside diesel. But when the circumstances pressurise us and when there is no
other alternative, then we have to yield. Earlier the Oil Pool Account was in
surplus. If you go through the budget, you will find as to how much amount
was actually in surplus in the Oil Pool Account which was shown in the
revenue account of the budget to show the minimum fiscal deficit. That has
also happened. This was also experienced. Since we have to pay enormous
amount for the import of oil, whether the Government is willing or not, they
have been forced to pay that amount. That is one reason. However, if any
possibility arises due to the international situation or due to any other reason,
the hon. Minister will be the first person to reduce the price of diesel. That is
my hope. (Interruptions) My friend is also supplementing me.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today I rise here to reply to some accusations
leveled by the hon. Member, Shri Margabandu. When he was speaking a
little while earlier, he tried his best to mislead the House by giving some
incorrect statistics and worng information. He unnecessarily used the words
'vested interests." The observation made by the hon. Member is untrue and
unwarranted. Therefore I* totally reject the accusation made against the
Government of Tamil Nadu. Since he has leveled these accusations, it is my
duty to set the record straight. I would like to give some information to the
House. Sir, kindly bear with me. He made two observations, one regarding
the hike in bus fare and, two, regarding the hike in cement price in Tamil
Nadu. I would like to state here as to how much is the hike in bus fare and
what is the price of cement prevailing in Tamil Nadu. The hon. Member said
that after the hike in diesel prices, the bus fare in Tamil Nadu was increased

by 60 per cent. It is not so. Irt the case of mofusstT ordinary buses, the fare
has been enhanced by 18 paise to 22 paise per kilometer. In the case of
ordinary buses, the fare has been increased by 19 paise to 23 paise per
kilometer. In the case of express buses, it has been increased by 20 paise to
25 paise. In the case of express super deluxe buses, it has been increased by
25 paise to 30 paise per kilometer. In the case of AC express buses, the fare
has been increased by 45 paise to 50 paise per kilometer. In the case of
express buses, the fare has been enhanced by 25 paise to 30 paise per
kilometer. In the case of super deluxe buses the fare has been increase by 30
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paise to 35 paise per kilometer. It clearly shows that the accusation made by the hon.
Member is callous and unfounded. Apart from this, we have to incur a loss of Rs.
170 crores due to the public transport system.

The hon. Member also mentioned that there is huge hike in the price of cement in
Tamil Nadu. This accusation is totally incorrect. Sir, either he should have
substantiated his accusation or he should not have made this accusation. Actually, he
has made this accusation without knowing truth. 1 would like to made a comparison
between the price of cement in Tamil Nadu and the price of cement in Kerala and
Trivandrum. In Kerala and Trivandrum, the price of cement was Rs. 14(y- to Rs.
15(y- per bag in January, 1999. Now the price is Rs. 160’ to Rs. 185/- per bag. In
Calicut.. ..(Interruptions).

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): Sir.................

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Ravi, please take your
seat.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I am on a different point. The hon. Member is
misleading the House. Kerala is a captive market of Indian cement.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Virumbi, kindly confine
to your own State.
6.00 P.M

I gave you a chance because of the fact that while Mr. Margabandu was speaking,
you said that those were wrong remarks....(Interruptions).

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: What he has accused...(Interruptions) What
he has accused is that in Tamil Nadu alone, the price is increasing. Kindly allow
me...(Interruptions)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: While defending your State, don't drag in my State.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I must first say about the prices in Tamil
Nadu, and then compare it with the prices in other States. The accusation is that, in
Tamil Nadu alone the prices are high. I am bound to cm pare...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I gave you time to speak
about your State alone.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: This is the Council of States. We can talk
about the other State also....
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1

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no. Whatever Mr.
Margabandu has stated regarding cement prices, you explain what the position in
your State is...(Interruptions) ....

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Sir, you remove that accusation ............c.........

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You submit what you have to
say about your Stale...(Interruptions)

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He has made an accusation, but you are not
allowing me to respond...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no; it is not a question
of...(Interruptions)

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I am a bit hurt....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I just told you that I would
give you a chance to defend yourself on this point when you speak.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: In Tamil Nadu, in January, 1999, the price of
cement per bag ranged from Rs. 135 to Rs. 150. Then, in September, 1999, it ranged
from Rs. 155 to Rs. 175. The price varied depending on the quality of the cement. In
Trichy, the price varied between Rs. 160 and Rs. 175; and in Madurai, it was between
Rs. 160 and Rs. 180...(Interruptions).

SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI (Kerala): Sir, what is the topic of this
discussion?

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Mr. Pillai, you may not know it. It will have
its reflection in Tamil Nadu. It will not have its reflection in Kerala... (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: Sir, the Minister will be very happy as the
topic has derailed from oil to cement.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He said that the prices have been increased
recently. Sir, in Tamil Nadu, the price of cement in September 1996 ranged from Rs.
157 to Rs. 170; in January, 1997, it was between Rs. 140 and Rs. 170 per bag; in
September, 1997, the price per bag was between Rs. 150 and Rs. 170. In April, 1998,
the price of cement per bag was between Rs. 150 and Rs. 175. In September, 1998, it
varied between Rs. 160 and Rs. 175 and in September, 1999, it was between 155 and
Rs. 175. Therefore, it clearly shows that in our regime, the prices have not been
increased steeply, as alleged by the hon. Member.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Therefore, Sir, I want to set the record right.
From April to September, 1999, total cement sold in Tamil
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Nadu was 38.6 lakh tones. From April to September, 1999, the total cement
sold was 45.62 lakh tones. I want to put forth an argument as to how the
quantity of cement sold in our State would have increased had there been an
enormous increase in its price.

Then, Sir I come to diesel...(Interruptions) Sir, I would only like to say that
the observation made by the hon. Member sis aimed at nothing but misleading
the House. Ours is a corruption-free Government, and there will not be any
such thing. Lastly, I would like to say that 1 would not have talked about the
other States had he not made that kind of a statement.

ot ISt (@RaTm) ;- STaYTeTeT HEley, I8 g1 THR T 81 Sheld
P IS 9Ts TS 8 3R 39d A1 § gSdlel 81 Vel &1 SIofel &l Sl UTe¥ 9eTs
TS 8, GRBR $UD] 984 dlscall of I8l 5l RBR F I I8 99 391 & 6 I
AN 919 © Siofd &I IS 91| 7BIgd, 35 TRUC & HFd 9818 T ol
IS I SferT § 3o+t Ui &Y T8 941 81 Th I) ¥ 10 U™, 15 9 ey
olex PId gaT Bral ot 3R 919 9 U IR a1 SIAd HF W) B < &t | § Sioled
DI DI H 1 4RI glg DI TWPR &% gl DR BT &) & b 89 Hreder
IGTU, B9 SoX o] WSl BRI, B9 Wb edd HSdTT 9aTdi offhd § Hsidl

% I T 8 arer 781 Bl

IR I IRBR 39 SN I Ugel B <xd ofdll dl yal goidTl I sRImom
H BN BRI 21 59 WIS 319 Sl 1 o B U] a1 <1 18 g b 3 Sia
8T ATl BT SR I Al YD T8 UdT I ST b SIoTel B
B gaT8 Sl 21 S MU gadT ®H &l foar, e Tt fopar df i arel
Y W SATAD! Il Aol Y bl Bl ESdlel g &1 STb! SGllel Pl ferd
TIRE THX AIST T B SISTeT Bl HIAT 9T DI Bl 3T FoldT F Ugal W
PR Fhd U ToI-gs! GRS BT Bl HIRSHR a4 B el Al Siefeh
SIS BT BT AT IS H FeTs| Ay {6 AR dIc sl < &b &1 g9
el BT FHYI B ST 81 | MU F8T el arg b (A i gaex gl
818, TYdddl Il 8T & I8 9d Siofel I gefdl 2

Syqurenet (ht w=ra+ ) : a8 99 mfdfsn § e mar 81

it IHotterTe : fHa™ S SRR 9 &M $Ral § 98 Siofadl 9 goldl &l
fstell 81 & A1 S B Il TYIIA W1 ATSTHe SIfNeR I Il 8T 2l
ST TR BIS F e 81 I81 21 G SATET GHI T8l o © hadl Gh-31 ad
BT 2| ST ARG, SIoTel BT YT ST 1Y, 919 fhar STe sr=yer
oI 9T el B e & Sy yieiAT o foh I s R Arer ® fh
TN 9§ A1 A §E B HUAT D 39 ¢ Y X DY AT o T HT X |
Igd-9gd gIaig|

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Shri Bratin Sengupta,
you have got just one minute.
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SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Sir,...(Interruptions)... Mr.
Naidu.... (Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, my request is that we have put a
time limit. Members are speaking and are running away for catching their
flights. Now, whoever is speaking now, should at least stay in the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You can say that,
but I cannot say it from the Chair, Shri Bratin Sengupta.

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA: Sir, why should not there be an inquiry as
to why the caretaker Government took a decision to raise the price of
diesel on its last day in office, when the new Government was to take over
and The Parliament session was to be convened in a few days? Why did
this happen? There should be an inquiry to find out as to why they could
not wait for a few more days.

Secondly, why did not the Petroleum Ministry approach the Finance
Ministry for waiving off the customs duty on diesel? I want to ask, if the
country was starving and you have to import foodgrains, in that case
would you impose customs duty on that item? I want to know as to why
such heavy customs and other duties have been imposed on this costly
item which is imported from outside. Why was pressure not applied on the
Finance Minstry? I want to know if this was due to the compulsion of rise
in the price of diesel in the international market, as told by the Minister,
then, what exactly that compulsion was? I want that this should be known
to the House so that some tranperency is maintained.

it M AISE : STAHIEIE FEIGY, I B SIoTdl sacreiiel 9% 8 3R 59
SISl BT Jod dedl © ol g8 Blgell gahelddd ddl & 3R VA gIgell
SThead Ay & IR ¥ I8i 94l g5l Use Aawl 1 39+ IR J8i w1 4
S § o & ARAT DI ST AT SAAY Tl Y elfp 8 ==l § 41T
foran I@! # g=yare <1 AEdT § SR S |ie I8 49 § Sl W1 A
CRIEICEEEICI ERIE]

o wrifar & ==t g3 & Sl 2ify &/ #9 faaR WY g7 S iR 39 ferg &
IR¥ H B gaTe o1 g1 Yo A B H Y8 a1 W PR g (b Sl WY G T8l
AU & U GeIrai 0R | 391 3R | TR B 3R S9N [ TR | o4
DT B Fhdl & 3P IR H Sox faaR o H9 U e A a4t g7
ARl B! faam o911 a8 gt it 4 fear o1 & ==l el 8l 8k GReR &
IR Sl 2 € 98 94! S| PI Ug 81 HIHH Bl i i H IHBT SN
A1 81 &1 2 3R V9T SN B AR i o {61, S99 fog #
gIdTE <1 A18dl 1 U 91 <l I8 B 1 10 SelTs, 96 H &9 931¢ Y
3R S Y YR R ST urt g1 371 Sl <1 | &, S AN A Il
fRlg fpan o 9iRE-aiRel W Wifafcsa Rifvew § & Sarer ST =181
TS § clfchl 3TTY SR AT X 3R ITqh] HIe[H
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o g1 Ry o5 g S A ufea Sifue qor varse aiRE @l 81 TS, 918 |
G TR TREGR 3T MR 6 ot foman 2, Uit ara 78 213 omg g et
2 1 37°8T & 3iR 89 B © Al TR 8, J31 U1 ol & [ I8 Ush sadl Iess
ITSAT AFA B ..(FALH)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: We had opposed it when the United
Front raised it on 15th July, 1996. (Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: That is what you are doing now when you are in the
Opposition. When you were supporting the Government...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: At that time also we said the same
thing. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: Just to oppose the Government, for the sake of
opposition, it is not proper. (Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please sit down.
Dipankarji, you have already spoken. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: You are applying double standards
and not us. I had asked you to go through the proceedings and know it for
yourself. (Interruptions) That is not double standard. You go through the
proceedings. (Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: I did not obstruct you. I did not say even a word
against you when you were speaking. I think, propriety demands of you that
you too should listen to me. If you want to put some questions, you can
certainly do it after wards. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: We did not apply double standards.
(Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: You had applied double standards and I will explain to
you how you had done it. (Inferruptions) I will explain to you how you had
applied double standards. 3R ST STHHIEIL ST, UH 91 AT U=l TS AT H

G =Y o U H SA1ST <2 B Sl SVl B, S AT DI MATID &,
SHH W T TR TG P SISl §H STATT HR< 7 3R I8 37T arged
AR 81 <9 BT ST I B, ATIR TAT 8, ATTRATT AT &, § AP
oY &9 31T AR © 81k I8 3ITd U & Faiall X8 Al <91 & forg fAfgad ok
TR I8 TIVSTIS ol Y&l SAfIY UH i ¢H Ao & ATd T dT Seei g1-
A9 A Sl 7 a1 § 6 19T eRe] IS 98T Us 984 JMMaedd
91 & 31K 3 arel {1 # &9 Y V41 i 9149 o STgi-Sigl gereiRee
ArEfefhe yghi | $ a1 Fad &, §96 IR H &4 UP gad IIoTT I
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T TP 9 @l oo $B A Gl | a1 g {6 SR,
BRI B! frcrrae, SR & <, ot § S frarae it 8 snfe & g 9san
T 3R g3 faward & fob ga 59 oM H Wl GRPR PI FEAN < AR I8 AL 8 [
I ST PRI B! frarae gl 2, S a1 9 2Teg &1 ST fhar & gaferg &
®T el § B9 gHgg el d18d ¢l IAF gHYE Uea 3BT T8l oIl $HlTy
RT8TE BT a8 & 3R 9 P H AIRT A& eI ASAN <1, T # 37191 gl
T 319 MMRAR 3iTIeT Yol Bl AT 1 57 3iR 89 429 A s el ghlc aadl
2 3R 3HIE B I8 ©, 998 Ud JHdl Ig+1 arfey IR e+t =nfay s
UhR bl 919 FHfed & RTae Sl &g Il o fhar 81 e usd IRE &1
HaTel I I8T? g8 Al IoT & AT Il UBTS< H 18,200 HRIS BUY Pl
HICT 31T AT| Y8 ©IST BI5 U [ H 8T §all b IR H &7 [T OI1¢ 59 W
I GHY GeH 3R WRGR 7 R fear o1 S @ IR 9§ ugelt afafa 18
STaRY, 1995 | g1 oft| R e 31 3 S & aR IR I8 IfifT §15
TS o1 HIUF TRBR 7 W IH GHI ITS IN A R {51 20711 o9 B & 6
AR ARl 7 W I8i faRiy {61 81 S & a8 o9 Ay Al B ARHR
IS 1 SUP A Ig THRT AR TR g1 sferw Riawsr 94 & 39+ e
frar 5 STl & IR § ST ST B HIAT 8 R < B S HIEg & SaH
FHAT Y& TRy iR 39 IR H = i fora| S9d 918 R IRaTR 313
a1 &1 39 oty o1 wratfRd fram 21 S o © o ag vy oo =t
I R AT I1RT RIfP 399 ST 9T AT Bl HIUT GRBR H 5HDI
I, ST §RBR AT WYh Al TRBR o 077 foran iR 31g AR TRaR
3MTS & 71 B9 D! BRI o) T2 21 3TH T B IRIS! Sl WK H g A1y
TSl T & 98 S9H Bl Sfh 3TTST AT $ 91 Bl ol 3TQTer HRAT d1ed ol
DI &b U A1 FaThT BT HY UTH IERUT 8 AR § IHDBT yehR AT ATe]
Y;{I It has appeared in the Times of India on the 24™ October, 1999. T BT DY
e 9 g3 A feRe 2, o1 fawdl & <afth 81 & S9®! dic o) W& §:

"There is no economic or social case for a diesel subsidy. The only social case
for subsidy is kerosene. Every time when the international price of diesel goes
down, they should be decreased here and when every time prices go up, our
prices should increase. It is essential to link diesel prices to the international
market. The decision to do away with subsidy was taken by the United Front
Government in late 1997, based on the report of a Committee constituted by
the Congress..."

g 3R BT ITay 2ATST 37 Feed BT Bl

"...It is the height of intellectual hypocrisy to oppose the increase in prices.'

319 VAT BTN & HF1T A e 8 3R T 399 a1 B 2

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: It is only one Congress leader's statement. There
are many other leaders in the Congress party...(Interruptions)... They
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don't agree with that statement...(Interruptions)...Why have you quoted that
statement?... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: I know the Congress leaders speak in different voices
everywhere...(Interruptions)...That I know...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: You are quoting conveniently a junior
Congressman. You say what the Congress President has said...
(Interruptions)...! can quote Mr. Advani's statement against Mr. Vajpayee's
statement. ..(Interruptions).. .Do you want me to do
that?...(Interruptions)...,No, no, that is not the way...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: I am quoting this quotation...(Interruptions)...Y ou want
me to name that person?...(Interruptions)... SHRI VAYALAR RAVI:
Yes...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: Okay...(Interruptions)...His name is, Mr. Jayaram
Ramesh, Secretary, Economic Affairs Department of the Congress.
..(Interruptions)...

Y AfTauTE FeaT (ORT) : F1 J HIIF P Tl 781 87 ...(FaLH). .

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I thought you are quoting the Congress
President...(Interruptions)...Or, the Leader of the Opposition, who is sitting
here...(Interruptions)...You are quoting somebody else...(Interruptions)...Sit,
Congress is a big party; not like your party...(Interruptions)...

i} IR AEH: RIYI SHH T T B BT R BRIST &7 ...(FGLTH)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Why can't you quote me...(Interruptions)...! can
give some statement...(Interruptions)...You quote me...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VENKAIAH NAIDU: You are not Mr. Jayaram
Ramesh...(Interruptions)... That is the problem...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I am not convenient to you...(Interruptions)...1
am not convenient to you...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Jayaram Ramesh is an intellectual...
(Interruptions)... He has got experience in a particular field... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: I never knew that you are such an economist or
spokesperson on economic affairs. But, since you have said now, in future, I
will try to quote your quotation and use it against you...(Interruptions)...

IUqUTEge St g1 df $dd sd-l & & b oI e offes @
JAILIHAT T8 8 MR Sl AIferTd 077 ugel & IR 7 foy € &iiR S #7
BB B! JET & Al 39 bele! & g F Arae aifegl fawrR, 1997 4
3RPER 1999 Tb THT &1 fhar? Sl o7 ganm o 39 101 & 3R Fel
RyetTes =il IR @di § alRkad= far 11 371 aRad=i 4
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ST 99 JIpaR 1 IR fhaT T IH UHSHY SHH B8 IR BIFd B Bl
TS 3R I IR P deTs TS| 919 BIFd gl of df "erg T8 3R o9 g1
ot a1 geTs s fhs 88 I8 ST A1V fF gex-9e Arfde § SioTd
TSI 4 U 715 $Hamac, T5 gspol BRAWI, 1999 H 37T YT §s 3R Hasl,
1999 e, S #1 A1 faar & 994, ik 9l S1d € f$ gs 3iiga o1 urgd
3,210 Y IR T 3R Ig RiadwR, § gedx 7,020 & T, Sifes 119 Ui
Fad ANl 3T S Pe AT H U Si=hol 81 AT I B SITel H 94 Hfrerd
ITSH $(=ho1 81 11 $B A1 A<l 1 Hel b 419 3 3rae a1 fan? ardier
H ga yrsad At Rarsst by S {6 g9 smari & 4o MY 30 R Haret a1
T 3 31 & 918 RI1 81 AT T TS TSIA? B AY ST U G
BT a1t 3T AT ST BT & 6 Fael g1 Bl BISHR 59 GHI ST H 3R 1
BT 39 Hel Y U1 &4 o1 A BR 1Y A1 S A1 =16y {6 B8R 10 i
gifafcdd fSwic d @orcdl & 8, ST &1 &, NG ST difetiedhal
AT HRAT HH-HH BT aTeil Bl FeT 1 | -TaT AT § A7 399 g9RT
SIY e 81 <ifT I8 [HS =12y & 31l 1999 A 5 3RpaR, 1999 Teb < 4
G T U1 < H BROTA & [T BT = IR b F1F U I8! ASs
AL S| WEIG, WS, O, TS, TP SR §91 T IR, YE AC BRI 3 YU
J9IUER 93K 391 U IR ...(HAYM)... 519 <3 ASTS BT © Al ....(AGEH)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: In 1996-97, the total payment was 10 million
dollars. Now, this year, it has gone up to 10.5 million dollars. ...
(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not yielded. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, no, please; he is not
yielding. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: A senior Member should have the courtesy to ask me
to yield. Now, tell me what you want to say.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I want to ask the honourable Minister, apart
from the Kargil war, according to the reports available here, and as has been
pointed out by Shri Dipankar Mukherjee, in 1996-97, the import bill was to
the tune of 10 million dollars. This year, it may go up to 10.5 million dollars.
In Mumbai, in 1996-97, the price of one litre of diesel was less than Rs.
11.00. When you were paying 10 million dollars for the import of oil, the price
was less than Rs. 11.00. Now, in Mumbai, it has gone up to Rs. 16.00 per
litre. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: That means you are not aware of the value of the
dollar vis-as-vis the rupee some four years back and now.
...(Interruptions)...You should be aware that the dollar and the rupee are not
of the same value (Interruptions)..., SUHHTEIE S, H Jg HE &1 o1 fh <

PRATA & TTT R Y™ & A1 T8 HR 8T AT 3R 9 S[s Bl & a9
I H I
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TSI AR 5 A1 BT BT 2 Pa! Bl FRR I 3R Bl 31 R
G & STT-IAST ARIb BH YA AT Y31 399 a1 ! Gl & o ot ap
IR IR ST 81 bl & AT B ASls H DI dedl ol ot off iR AR &
TR I g I Tgell TS & R ald fRR & 8iik gafey § g9 de den
SEIRAT B g=dTe <1 <ed] §1 §9 W & AEH | H @l Bl
gIATE <1 T8dl § WTIR 3R SEN S Bl &-idTa <A1 aT8dl § il 781
ST 3T SIS oS TET T, I FHY Bt RN T AfepeT H SITa=y g1 argant
& 1% 91 319 39 ASTS D1 el 7Y 87 YT IR U Wl AR qaw 1 597 ASls
BT Iooid e [T g3 We & 6 317y sa TR faw uR ) gArdh Ieii
BRAT A8 &1 ...(TEH)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: When the Minister is charging that...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, he is not charging.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: Sir, whatever I had spoken, was all
technical in nature.

SHRI RAM NAIK: I am not yielding, now. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE: Sir, I had said that two years back its
price was $163 per barrel. You answer on this point. But, Sir, he is
politicizing the reply.

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not used any word of politics.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please take your seat.
Let him complete his reply first.

SHRI RAM NAIK: If you want, you can ask questions after I complete my
reply, 98 W BIHR 91 X I gl §1 99 Ales el fha1 a1 98 i 19+ a1a

FHEA L 8?2
27 TH. IHAT A : J GS B FaTel DR Gl 8 AR Ga & Sfa1e § Tl B

2} I AISH : G A1 H I§ A1 T8 § [P 39 FHY SRS HAlfhe
H S A & UISH 9gd 9¢ gV © SR 9@ dHIerRd AfHe BT 8, 519 98
a1 € Al SHB! AR T < B SToxd Bldl 21 I8 4l T B 8 b 801 39
Y UR R BIIATE! 8] D A 3T I Yhr3<, BAN A STuiep J=oi|
9 PO I Pel gl A Al ITBT 20 AR Bl Al AT AT B AR JoI 54
R | Uge WO BIAT, S g8 AU & & oY WS Y SH FHY W I8 Aol
TR 9 S UTeT U8l U1 I A1 7 3T TT8d IR STaTd A9 <1l ...(SHae ). .
H AT AT <1 A18dl § b I8 Sl Sl G I8l I3V & A1 fega 4o
239 TR IR S 3R STo% I SR ITh] 9ol M1

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all.
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SHRI RAM NAIK: No, Sir. This is so far as the observation he has made is
concerned. 3T Yol UHTST b aR H § I8 el Aredl § P 30 S, 1997 Bl
9 . Q. Tae off 9 FHY |ICT 18200 BT AT| 3F ST dTodd] TawiHe 3Ts
Tl 31 AT 1998 BT T8 HIET 14156 HRIS BT HI I§ TAT AR UH AT 915 31
AT, 1999 BT I ©TCT 3408 HRIS HUIT I8 TT| U AAC RIS ©TeT 89 Al
A UF AT H B BT, T 11 BRIS BUYY BT g1l 89 ARl - HA fHarl
SIfR 31 bR St &t o+t A1 5200 31T g TS @l fefthdie 81 ot
B A o 31g B el A1yl 7 g6+ 1 A Yol UhTSe 31 4T, 1999
Tb, 3N & Ol T 8, IR d 34T bR I&d dI Ig =TeT 10 B9IR &I SIrdTl
<ifpT o RUfT e STt Q4T Y SfSTST o I8T &7 AR V4T 81T § Al §HRT
aieTst VAT o1 foh 31 A7, 1999 BT 3900 TH Ig HTST HH &1 SITQIT 9 THTR
AR U S99 9 BIg AR IR &1 AT 1% &H FHIC HH B AP | 379 3R
B9 SHIC BH PR © ol SHBT GURUMH I & I, WTIR 3 AR BH
BT TR Bl SITdll 39U SHB!I SHIC BT 3MAeID AT Sd SHISC BT
I EH AT AT SHH SITGT T8 ¥ 17| b 3! Bl BT 9a™ H 85 Bl
N TET 21 19 AN 9 A1 PR SR ITH! HETIT | 8 F8T SITHY MY 2
T EH AN DI ARTST R BRA? B N1 VAT HaH SSTAT $HBT U 81 HIRT AT
o EHR AT 39 a1 3R BIE TERT ART 81 11 Th IRT I TR AT b
B HIfPT A 3T Yol THIST H Sl fSfhie 8 IHD! YRT B b o7y U1 <
oI 3R 9 A1fdhe | 447 ofd Y S v Sexee <41 Tl

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI]: Mr, Mukherjee, do you
want to seek any clarification?....(Interruptions)... The Minister has already
stated... (Interruptions)....

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: The Miniser has not replied to that
point. He has not touched on it. The first point that I referred to was with
regard to a newspaper report of 6th October wherein Mr. Ramachandran,
Executive director, Oil Co-ordination Committee stated, "A decision has
been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing to do with that." This is
what Mr. Ramachandaran has said at a press conference...(Interrupions)...
Mr. Ramachandran, Executive Director, Oil Co-ordination Committee, had
announced this price rise. This has been reported in the newspaper on 6th
October. "This is a decision taken by the OCC." The Cabinet has nothing to
do with this. This has been reported in "The Economic Times" dt. 6th
October. If you deny this, please check up, whosoever has given this
statement, because it is very important point. This is my first point.

My second point is if his hands are tied, it is because of the basic price and
other duties. When the market was soft, the Finance Minister has put Re. las
duty or cess; whatever it is. When the market has become hard, why should
the consumer pay it? You are not going to reduce. That is why I regest you
to tell your Finance Minister about this. When the market was soft, the

t
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international price of diesel was $83 per metric tonne and then you put a duty.
When the international price touched $162 per metric tonne, you put a proportionate
burden on the consumers and then you also claim that you have reduced it. The
point is: why was this duty imposed when the market was sfot? When the market
is not soft, you say it is hard. The Government has to take away, at least, that Re.
1 duty Do you think the market is soft or hard! If it is hard, then that duty cannot
be there. If you cannot reply, the Leader of the House is there, let him explain. It is
the Governemnt, it is a collective entity. The consumer has to pay everything.
My point is if, the market was not soft, how could that Re. 1 cess still continue?
That cess must be withdrawn, if the Government is not wthdrawing it, let them
explain the reasons.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir I have already replied to it.
SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: He has not replied. That is the point.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI]: During the Short
Duration Discussion, whatever norms are there, we have to follow that. You raise
certain question. The Minister replies to them. Finally, if you don't agree...
(interruptions)..

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: 1 would like to know whether the
market is soft or hard.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI] : During the discussion,
we cannot do anything.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE : If the market is soft, you pay it.

SHRI RAM NAIK : A* I explained earlier, in September, 1997, the
Cabinet has applied its mind regarding the revision of price and maintaining parity
on that. The Cabinet worked out and approved a methodology as to how to do it
and how not to do it. Then the Committee was authorized to work it out
accordingly. So far as the Sth October issue is concerned, the Cabinet took all
these things into account. As per the earlier practice, the Cabinet decided that
the price should be increased.

This is as simple as that. Now, why that officer has said anything, I will have
to find out. This is as simple as that. The Cabinet applied its mind and decided that
the formula which is in force should apply.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : Now, we will take up
the 'sou motu’' statement by the External Affairs Minister.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH) :
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I have two statement to make. If you permit me, I will
read out both the statements.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : The other has not been
circulated.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH : It can be circulated straightway.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE : In the meantime he can go on reading the
first statement.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

I. Signing of three agreements including the extradition treaty between
India and UAE
I1. Recent visit of United States Secretary of Energy to India

THE MINISER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH) :
Sir the U.A.E. Minister for Justice, Islamic Affairs and Awqaf, H.E. Mr.
Mohammed Bin Nakhira al Dhaheri, accompained by an official
delegation, visited India on October 25-26, 1999.

During the visit, an Extradition Treaty, an Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance
in Criminal Matters and an Agreement on Juridical and Judicial Cooperation in Civil
and Commercial matters between India and the UAE, were signed.

The extradtion Treaty would .provide a legal framework for seeking the
extradition of fugitive criminals including those involved in terrorism and
economic offences from either country. Under the Treaty, extradition would be
possible irrespective of whether the crime was committed before or after the
entry into force of this Treaty.

The Agreement on Juridical and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and
Commercial Matters aims to facilitate the widest measure of legal assistance in
pursing such cases. As a result of this Agreement, it will be possible to serve
summons and other judicial documents issued by the courts of one country in
the territory of the other. The judicial authority of one country could also, at the
request of the other, take evidence. Further, the courts of one country would also
be able to execute decrees and arbitration awards passed in the territory of the
other.

The Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters aims to
strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in the completion of
investigation and prosecution in respect of all crimes, including those related to
terrorism. It would provide the basis for seeking assistance for tracing, restraint,
forfeiture or confiscation of the proceeds and instruments of crime. The Agreement
will also facilitate the widest measure of mutual assitance in
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