
Short Duration [RAJYA SABHA] Discussion 

Now we will take up the short-duration discussion on the recent steep hike in diesel 
price and the consequent hardship being faced by the people. 

II. Recent steep hike in diesel price and the consequent hardships faced bv people 
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��,� �� �(W ��,� ह��! �� "�'! �����) �%�� *��� �� J�� (! '�	�� 	� �����) 
�हu �!�! �	 _�*% 	!  ��� �}�4 *�4�? �d '�I�� ह1 � �	 "�	� �ह� �� ह��� �	 
_�*% 	!  ��� �}�4 *�4�: F8हu �K�O 	!  '�& �d ���� ��� '���� 	��� ह1 �: �8�(��: 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Hon'ble Members, please, 
please. Several Members have requested that they have to catch their flight, 
therefore, they should be permitted to speak. Though we are not cutting short 
the time, the only thing I would request is that there should not be a repetition of 
the same thing. Shri Margabandu, please. 

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu): The entire nation is very much 
concerned over the 35% price hike in the price of diesel and hundred per cent of 
the crude oil. The sorry state of affairs in this case is that a decision was taken in 
the year 1998 that the price of diesel and other things would be reduced. But within 
9 months, the prices have shot up like anything. It is unfortunate that the present 
BJP Government did not take that decision while it was in power, but, when 
they were acting as a caretaker Government, on 5.10.1999, when the counting of 
votes was to begin the next day, the decision to increase the diesel price by 
35% was taken by the 

erstwhile Petroleum Minister. The present Petroleum Minister has given a letter 
which justifies the increase. He says, "I have prepared the enclosed short note on 
recent diesel price hike. I do hope that you will kindly find it informative and 
useful". This is the information given. Why has the price been increased? What 
is the alternative suggestion given by the Central Government? What is the 
Central Government doing to reduce the diesel price to solve the problems of the 
common man? But no suggestion has been put forward. 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI RAM 
NAIK): I want suggestions from you. 

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: I will give my suggestions. But the Minister has 
not mentioned anything as to what he is going to do. Everybody is concerned 
about the hike in prices. Lorry owners have been on strike for more than a week 
causing a loss of Rs. 800 crores every day. Even the bus owners have announced 
that they would resort to strike. In such a situation, what is the Government going to 
do? The hon. Minister wants to have my suggestions. My suggestion is, they can 
increase the tax on luxury items like cars and other things. Whoever is using 
luxury items can be taxed. In this way you can reduce the diesel price and 
customs duty also. 

In Tamil Nadu, all the political parties have joined hands and they have 
announced that they would hold a Hartal on 4th November, 1999. The 
AIADMK in its Executive Committee meeting pleaded before the Central 
Government to roll back this price hike. But nothing has been done so far. 
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The Prime Minister said, "There is no question of roll-back of diesel prices". Is 
this the stand of the Government? The whole nation is concerned about the hike 
in diesel prices. They must come forward with some solution to solve this 
problem. They are simply saying that they cannot do anything in this matter. If 
this is the stand of the Government then how will they give good governance to 
the people? What steps are they going to take in this regard? 

So far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, the bus fare has already been hiked by 
40 to 60 per cent. The Chief Minister says............ (Interruptions). 

SHRI S. VIDHUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, he is giving 
wrong information. He is misleading the House. 

THE VICE-CHAIMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please listen to him. You 
will get a chance to speak. Mr. Margabandu, please conclude. 

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: Sir, I did not say anything at all. Is this the attitude 
of the DMK party? I am not able to understand this. The present Chief Minister 
earlier said that the bus fare would not be hiked before the year 2001. But now 
they have hiked the bus fare on the ground that the diesel price has been 
increased. They have also increased the price of paddy. The price of cement also 
has been increased. In Andhra Pradesh, one bag of cement is sold at Rs. 120/-. Iq 
Gujarat its price is Rs. 95*- per bag. In Delhi the price of cement is Rs. 13C- 
per bag. But in Tamil Nadu the price of cement has been raised from Rs. 110/- 
to Rs. 200/- per bag. What is the reason? When there is no change in electricity 
charges and when all the other materials which are required for the production of 
cement are available, then why have they increased the price from Rs. 110/- to Rs. 
20Q/-? Is it not a fact that some vested interests, a person who is in power, has 
purchased a cement factory in Tamil Nadu? Therefore, I would request the 
Government to take all these things into consideration and see to it that the 
price of diesel is rolled back to solve the problem of the common man. 
Thank you. 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, I want to make a 
submission. The hon. Member has made a sweeping charge against the State 
Government. After all, they cannot defend themselves here.... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I will give a chance to 
that party, and at that time, they can respond....(Interruptions). Mr. Margabandu, 
please take your seat...(Interruptions). 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, the name 'Tamil Nadu' may be 
deleted ......(Interruptions). 

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: The Government has taken an umbrage 
under this .....(Interruptions). 

89 



Short Duration [RAJYA SABHA] Discussion 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: When my turn comes, I will respond 
to this. 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: It is not fair to make a charge against a 
State Government. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Now, Shri Rama 
Shankar Kaushik. 
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SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, I wish this discussion 
would had taken place earlier here, in a full House, because it is not only a 
question of diesel price rise. It is a question where I find deception, deceit and 
hoodwinking have been going on, in the name of import parity. First and 
foremost, who had taken the decision to raise the price of diesel? Here, I would 
like to refer the Economic Times of 6th October. They say that the price rise 
was announced by the Oil Coordination Committee Executive Director, Shri 
M.S. Ramachandran. Shri Ramachandran says, and I quote, "The decision has 
been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing to do with this." Shri 
Ramachandran said it at a press conference. What does it mean? Is it the decision 
of the OCC or, is it the decision of the Government? But after it was raised, first 
there was that mask that it was not a Government decision, it was the OCC 
which had done it. When the question was raised and the pressure came to 
reduce it, then, the Government, not the Government even, the Minister comes, 
the Prime Minister comes, and says, "No, no, it cannot be reduced. It is.a 
decision." The Minister must clarify the first point. If the OCC chief had said, 
whosoever he is, that this was his decision, the Parliament can overrule this decision, 
the Government need not come in between; otherwise, the Government must 
take action against this gentleman who had said that it was OCC decision, and 
not a Cabinet decision. It is a very important point. 

Now, I come to another point. I have got this Note which has been referred 
to by the Minister. I am sending a letter to him right now. This hides more, and 
reveals less. Come to para 8; Shri Kaushik was also referring to it. This is not fair. 
Let us be transparent, I am not a party. This is not transparent. You have given a 
list of the revision of price from September, 1997 to 1999, as per import parity. 
Fair enough. It is as per import parity. You have not given the price, international 
price, as per which this price has been revised. Why? Why have you not given the 
price based on which this revision has been made? You are not transparent to 
the Members of Parliament also. You say that the whole thing had been discussed 
based on Feb., 1999 price vis-a-vis September, 1999. There has been a rise in the 
international price by 114 per cent; so we have raised by 66 per cent; we have 
raised it by 40 per cent, and all that but what has been the corresponding price 
after these nine revision which took place from July, 1997 onwards? I will give 
you one example as to what exactly is being played and how you are hoodwinking 
the people. On 2nd September, 97, when the import parity policy was announced, 
what was the international diesel price? The international diesel price was 163 
dollars per metric tonne, and what was the poor consumer paying in the market? I 
have got the figures of Mumbai, and the poor consumer was buying one litre of 
diesel for Rs. 11.53. After the revisions has taken place! During 1998-99, when 
this Government was in 
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power, it was the lowest, it was climbing down all the time; and what was 
the lowest diesel price? I am talking of import parity; I am not talking of U.F, 
and all that. It is a question of deceit and deception. When the revision took 
place in Feb., 99, it was 83 dollars. It was 163 dollars in 1997, and the 

Consumer price in Mumbai was Rs. 11. 163 �� #� �� #� 11. Now, I start from 

83 onwards, February onwards. This is my parameter; this is my benchmark, 
and now I tell the people that from 83 dollars, now it is 163 dollars. How can 
the country cover this much of oil pool deficit? So, today, 
for the same price of 162 dollars, the consumer in Mumbai has to pay Rs. 16. 
How do you justify it? You cannot justify it even as per the reformer's policy. I 
know he is not responsible for it. He is a very nice man. I know him. He is not 
the man to reply to the debate. That is why I feel pained. The fellow who is 
supposed to reply here today is the reformer, the second stage reformer, the 
performer, as per the Confederation of Indian Industry. 

He is responsible for this, and not this poor man, the Petrolem Minister. I am 
sorry to say this. Not this poor man, the Petroleum Minister, but the 
Government, as a whole. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: Yes, you are right I am a poor man. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: I wish the Prime Minister were here. 
Even the Leader of the House can reply. I saw him noting down points. 

Do you call this import parity? The major problem is in the Budget. The 
basic price has been changed. With regard to other things like price and 
excise duty, they have been adjusted. So, the consumer does not get any 
relief. What does the Budget say? I am a consumer and not a politician. In 
the Budget of 1999-2000, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the reformer and the 
performer says with regard to import parity: 'Currently, international and 
domestic prices of crude oil and petroleum products are soft.' Mark the word 
'soft'. He further says: 'It is, therefore, felt that raising some additional 
revenue through this commodity would be an equitable method of resource 
mobilisation.' Well, that is the point. Then, why are you talking of import 
parity and all that? If the price is soft internationally, what he proposes? "I 
propose an additional duty of one rupee per litre on the domestic industry." 
When the internal price is soft, it is not Mr. Ram Naik, Mr. Yashwant Sinha 
will come here and say, 'One rupee per litre is soft.' And, when the 
international price is very low there will be one rupee per litre extra. The 
consumer does not know what the basic price is. Before that, he said, "I had 
already levied one rupee per litre with effect from 2nd June, 1998." So, from 
1998-99, it is two rupees. Courtesy, the reformer and the performer! Then, 
when the market becomes hard, from 83 dollars to 160 dollars, then Mr. Naik 
comes here: 'This is the import parity and so I put another three rupees.' This is 
how you are trying to fool the people. And how long can you fool them? 
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Then, I come to the next. What about this oil pool? Everyone is talking about 
the oil pool. This is what has been told in the Fourth Report of the Standing 
Committee on Petroleum and Chemicals. It was a Committee wherein there 
were 45 members, inclusive of all parties. Some of them are now ministers in 
your Cabinet. At page-8 it says, "The Committee regrets to note that the 
Government allowed to accumulate oil pool deficit thereby delaying payment of 
huge amount of Rs. 12,000 crores to oil sector PSUs. The Government has 
assured the Committee that now onwards, deficit will not be allowed to occur.' 
This Government has assured the Committee that oil pool deficit will not be 
allowed to occur. I think, it is a breach of assurance. Further, the Committee 
says, "The Committee recommends that the new concept of zero deficit should 
be ensured through enhanced efficiency of the oil sector and not by increasing 
the prices of petroleum products every now and then." This is what you did in the 
name of oil pool deficit! Why this oil pool deficit has occurred, despite this 
assurance to the Standing Committee? This is my point. 

The oil companies had some problem. They did not have money to even import 
the crude oil, unless this price hike was effected. Is it not a point? It is one of 
the points. It is your Government. I do not know whether you know about 
cross holding of equity between oil companies. Who did it? It was your 
Government. What was done? I do not know how many of the Members are 
aware. In spite of having disinvestments, reasons were not found proper. What 
was done is a big story. 

The IOC will sell its shares to the ONGC and GAIL; the ONGC will sell to 
the IOC. The IOC had to pay Rs. 2475 crores for buying shares of the ONGC 
and the Gas Authority. The ONGC had to pay Rs. 1622 crores for bying the 
shares of the IOC and the Gas Authority. The GOI had to pay about Rs. 400 
crores to buy the shares of the ONGC. The total comes to more than Rs. 4000 
crores. Your Finance Minister had no business to grab this money of the oil 
companies. This has been done. Now they say that they do not have money. Sir, as 
a result of this, the market capital value of these companies has gone down. These 
are Government shares. This money belonged to the oil companies. Who stopped 
them? In this very House, when the United Front Government was only three 
months old, late Mr. Satish Agarwal had challenged, and challenged very 
correctly-^we were with them; at that time, we were together, in spite of the 
fact that we were giving support to that Government—and said that this amount 
of Rs. 4000 crores which belonged to the Oil Pool Account was a 
misappropriation of money and the United Front Government must see that this 
money was again appropriated. Have you appropriated that money that has been 
withdrawn by the Finance Ministry from the Oil Pool Account? Or is it the case 
that when 
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you are in the Opposition, you say something, and when you are on that side of 
the House, you forget about it? What about the Oil Industry Development Act, 
1974? As per the OID Act, how much money has been collected and how 
much money has been given to the petroleum sector? Sir, in its 7th Report 
which was placed before the Parliament on 17th March 1999, the ,Standing  
Committee  on  Petroleum  and  Chemicals  recommended:   "The Committee 
specifically recommends that so far as the OID Act is concerned, the Government 
must give back the money which was collected as cess under the Oil Industry 
Development Act." On 31st March, 1998 this amount was Rs. 3163 crores. This 
amount was collected under the Oil Industry Develop- ment Act. Out of this 
only Rs. 902 crores, have been given for the improvement of the oil sector. The 
Committee had quoted all this from the Report of the CAG which says, "The funds 
generated from the cess, the cess collected under the Oil Industry Development 
Act, 1974, are largely not being applied for the purpose for which it is levied. 
The imposition of cess itself loses much of its justification. "Why don't you 
remove this cess? The cess is Rs. 60 per tonne of crude oil produced. This money 
should go for the development of the petroleum sector. But it has gone to your 
performers and reformers, or, to the Consolidated Fund of India. Why do you say 
that the petroleum sector has not money when that money has not been utilised 
for that particular sector? Now you say that this cess must be removed and the 
consumer given that much relief. Who stops you from doing that? If you cannot 
reply to that, then, let the Finance Minister or the Prime Minister himself come 
and reply to it. So, Sir, this is the case about this money. I have already referred 
to the speeches regarding the options. Are they really interested in the options; as a 
country, are they really interested in the options? During the 8th Plan, we were 
drawing about 60 per cent of our petroleum and oil products by import and the 
total value would be about Rs. 28,000 or Rs. 30,000 crores or whatever it is. In 
the 9th Plan, are going to depend on import to the tune of 70 per cent, which 
means 70 per cent of oil will imported. This is the 9th Plan evaluation. Our oil 
production is not increasing. It is decreasing from 32 million to 30 million. You 
know this. You are talking of a nuclear deterrent. 

5.00 P.M. 

The other day, Mr. Murli Manohar Joshi very correctly said in the Lok Sabha. 
Will you please allowe me to quote from his speech made in the Lok Sabha .... 

(Interruptions) ....   �-� C� �ह� '
��� 2�ह�! �� �� '
��4, %!�	� �P� a'� 
�_�!� 	��! '! P���� J��? *� �}� ����, (ह �� �}� ���� �� C� �ह� घ��4�-!, 
�ह #� ��% ����: ह� %�- �_�!� 	��! ह� ...($%�&��)...  �ह�, '
��! 	� 	�G P���� 
�ह� ह� �� �-� '
��! 	� 	�G P���� �ह� ह� �� �P� �ह�� '! J�O ��%�! &! C�? J�� 
s! �_AK%�� ह� C*, �-� ����*�� �9 C� 	
 i ��%9-! �� �ह�� '! 	
 i �� ��%9-!? 
On 15th July, 1996, I had 
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given the report. Please go through the proceedings. He had mentioned about 
demand management. I had said here also. Yes, demand management is one 
of the options. Do you really bother about these options? 70 per cent import 
will do. You are talking about a nuclear deterrent. What is your oil deterrent? 
If you are sorrounded by American ships for seven days, you will not be in a 
position to have a war. You are talking about a nuclear deterrent. But you are 
not talking as to what will be your oil deterrent. What is energy audit? In that 
meeting, when the Deve Gowda Ministry raised the price, we had proposed a 
mandatory energy audit. How many of your industrial friends or advisers are 
having mandatory energy audit? Do they talk about it? They talk about it in 
their annual reports and show something. But do they do annual energy audit 
at any time? Have you been talking about those mandatory energy audits at 
all? You are depending 70 per cent on import. It is not a-question of rupee 
cost. It is known as petro cost. We are bothered about petro cost. Fifteen per 
cent population of this country can afford this hike of 40 per cent. Those who 
support the Press, the TV, do not talk about this. They know about it. They 
will not talk. Then, what is happening in the name of this? They can afford this 
40—45 per cent price hike. But the nation cannot afford this petro cost. What 
is our petro cost? How are we saving? What is our demand management? 
You have set an example, your new Government have set an example, so far 
as petro cost is concerned. Have you done any energy audit for a Minister? 
How much petrol is required? How much diesel is required? Energy audit 
means energy efficiency in every office, in every company. How much energy 
you are consuming? You have increased your Minister to 70, with 26 
Secretaries extra. This is the petro audit! 

�� -`�� *� ��% �ह! ह�, 	�ह! 	� �^ �ह! ह�? ह� 4�.��. ह� ह� J�� ��%!-! *�	� 
	! , ���%4?  

One air-conditioned bus has been provided to Parliament. My heart is 
burning.  

4	 %��� '! �� �	%����� #� �ह� *��� �� *�'! ह� '��� 0Y� ह�-�, ह� %�- 
*�4�-!, ह� %�- ��H!-! "' -�N� �9 *� 4	 %��� '! �� �	%����� *��� ह� �� �! 70 
��,� हO-!, "'	!  ��' �-� 45 ����;S� #� ह��� ह�, F8P���!�� ��s�%�*� 	� ����;S� 
C�	� �! �!�� ह1 � 4J;S� '!, could you not manage this country with 45 

Ministers, so many Secretaries, do you know how much diesel is used? ह� 
*� ����*�� �9 �ह9-! �� ��%9-! �	 �ह� �^�� 2��ह4 �� *� ह� (ह�� �ह9-! �� 	
 i 
�� ��%9-!? �ह�� �� �!�! ��' %�_� CP �� ह��' 	� ���� #� ह�:  I will quote from 

Mr. Jaswant Singh's speech made in Lok Sabha on 15th July, 1996. Of 
course, he was the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Energy; he was 
my Chairman. I have great regard for him. He said, "There are two issues 
involved. Firstly, whether the reference to noting on files is a matter that 
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should be discussed or not. The second thing is that I have been asked by my 
senior colleague as to whether I had made any recommenation of this nature 
of a sudden steep hike. No, Sir. I certainly expressed my grave concern at the 
deteriorating situation that the deficit would go up to Rs. 11 thousand plus 
crores. So, Sir, Shri Jaswant Singh as the Finance Minister for thirteen days 
had at that time expressed his anxiety that the Oil Pool deficit might go up to 
Rs. 11,000 crores. But, then what did he say? "It is an estimate". Certainly, it 
was on record, that if corrective action was not taken, the situation would be 
difficult. But that corrective action will be a 30% hike was certainly not a part of 
our noting. We would have found out alternatives of doing it, not doing it on 
the eve of the Budget Session of Parliament. You said you had a set of 
options. I woul like to know, what has happened to those options. If those 
options are only in your pocket, please expose ihem to us, what options you 
had at tha* time, in 1996, that oil pool deficit of Rs. 11,000 crores could have 
been managed without a price hike which the United Front Government had to 
do. This is the credibility. If we cannot do it, we have meetings, we have 
debates, we have discussions, we have performers, reformers. There is no 
idea. There is no reason why we should have this 40% hike. If 163 dollars 
was the international price in 1997, and, today, it is 167 dollars again, either 
you should have the courage to say "we have resource problems; my reformer 
and performer has put the country in such a way that the rupee has been 
devalued". This is what the point is. The import duty value has increased. You 
should have said, "I have no other way to earn revenue and this is the way I 
have to earn the revenue". If resource mobilization was the point, why don't 
you seek the help of your advisors? Rs. 45,000 crores worth of non-
performing assests are there. Can't you have the list of those dodgers? Ask 
them to give the money. Whatever they have taken from the banks, can't you 
get that money back? You should tell them that this is bank's money. Your 
Government has given the bail-out package to these companies who have 
diverted the money. Mr. Naik, in your Mumbai, money has been diverted. 
Money is taken out of the steel sector. Rs. 99 crores have been diverted and 
those fellows have been given a bail out package of Rs. 5400 crores. You can 
bail out the steel sector, you can bail out the telecom sector, you can bail out all 
these industrialists. But when the question of money comes, you say, "I do not 
have the money". You have raised this money by way of increasing Rs. 3 per 
litre in diesel. Is this the only alternative way of resource mobilization? You 
said, "We have no other way". You should say, "We are industry-friendly and 
we can do anything at the cost of the poor; and we remember the poor only 
when the election comes; and at that time, we have our own signals". But you 
have no business to talk about import parity, budget and other things to justify 
this price hike. This price hike in diesel is a source of mobilization at the cost 
of poor) 
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people, leaving out the rich, which is an atrocity. This must be reviewed. 
Thank you, Sir. 
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����lRS�� ��*�� �9 ��% 	� #�( �^ -�� 163, "8हO�! '��! 33 6���� F'�9 (vA\ 
	� ��: �-� F'�9 33 6���� 	� (vA\ ह
G ह� �� _�*% 	� #�( �� ]�4 6�� %��� '! 
n���� �ह� �^ '	�� &�: �-� F'�9 2�� ]�4 	� (vA\ ह
G ह� �� F' (vA\ 	� '��� 
*� ��� �-� �	'� �� ह� �� ह���! �	'�� #�F�O 	!  ��� '�'! n���� ह� J���	 �� 
"'	� 0!�� 	� '�*� ह�-�: "'	� ���� 	� F�*� _�*% '! 2%�� ह�, "'	� S!J�� 
_�*% '! 2%�� ह�: F�� (ह ���(vAR� 	!  	��+ ��� 0��� ह
C ह� ह� "�� _�*% 	!  
#�( �^�! '! #� "'	� 	�P� �
	'�� ह
C ह�: �� '�	�� '! �ह ��
��� 	��� 2�ह�� ह1 � 
�	 �	'��O 	!  �ह� �9 	
 i � 	
 i *]� ��+)� %9: 6��� ��,� *� �! 	ह� ह� �	 �� 
_�*% 	!  #�( �9 	�G 	�� �ह� ह�-� �� ��S��%�� ��,� '�ह� #� ��H! ह�, "8हO�! #� 
	ह� ह�: �-� C�	� �(2�� �� 	��� ह� �N!-� �� F'	!  ��� �9 ह���� �!% �(#�- ह� 
C4-�: J���	 "'�9 #� _�*% 	� F�*� 2%�� ह� �� *� #�� �!% 	!  ��� C4-� �� 
�	���� #� "'	� ��AX2� ]� '! �}!-�: �� _�*% 	� (vA\ 	� '��� 6#�( ह���! %�0O 
%�-O 	!  ��� _���!J�-F�_���!J� �N!-�: �� �� F' '�� �9 F��� ह� 	ह�� 2�ह1 �-� 
�	 ह���! ��S��%�� ��,� *� �ह�� ��H! ह�, �!ह����� 	�	!  �*��� C� 	� 	� '	9  
_�*% 	!  #�( 	� C� *�� 	� 	�9: �8�(��:  

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, Sir, the recent steep hike in diesel price is a very serious 
matter. It is a serious matter for the Government because there was no 
alternative to reduce the oil pool deficit except to hike the price of diesel. It 
is also a serious matter for people because it increases their hardships and 
makes their lives miserable. The Government have effected hike only on 
diesel price, but this hike is so. powerful that it had a cascading effect on all 
the consumer goods, including foodgrains, vegetables, freight tariff and 
passenger tariff. We understand and appreciate the reasons for this steep 
hike. But we are unable to appreciate the manner in which it has been done. 
One, the Government should not have taken this decision so hurriedly, even 
when the verdict of the people was in ballot boxes and could have waited for 
some more days. Two, the hike at a stretch was a painful decision. It could 
have been effected in 3 or 4 instalments. Three, the Government could have 
told the nation the necessity and the compulsion of hike and could have 
discussed with political parties. The demand for diesel consumption is likely 
k to go up from 37.5 million tones in 1998-99 to 40 million tones during the 
current financial year. I believe that more than 50 per cent of petrol and 
diesel is consumed by the Governemnt vehicles. Vehicles are provided to the 
Government officials for discharging their official duties, but wc find these 
Government vehicles at the Government schools, private schools, shopping 
centres, vegetable markets, cine theatres, hotels and sometimes near bars 
also. I request the hon. Minister to give a serious thought and try to reduce 
the use of Government vehicles for private purposes. 

Whenever there is an increase in the oil price in the international market, the 
Government resorts to an increase in the oil price in the country. Instead 
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of doing that, the Government should consider other measures like increasing 
the domestic oil production and reduce imports, as much as possible. 

I also request the Government to seriously consider supplying diesel, at 
least, to the public transport vehicles on subsidy, on par with other items, 
through the public distribution system so that poor people are not affected 
with the hike. 

There are indications that the LPG price would also be increased. Our State 
Government is in the mid-way of providing 10 lakh LPG gas connections to 
the poor families living in the rural areas. Therefore, I would appeal to the 
Government not to hike the price of LPG and kerosene. 
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���	 ह� J���	 �1�-�1� �	 2%! *�F4 C�	� 	ह� ����� �ह� ��0!-�: F' �!� �9 
��*%� 	� 	�� ह�: �*��� ��*%� 2��ह4 "��� ��*%� 	� "Y���� �ह� ह��� ह�: ��� 
�� ���! ��ह�� 6��� 	� ��� 	]� , ह���� }�G ह*�� �!-�(�� ������ ��J(����9� ह� 
*��	 "Y���� ह� ��� '`, '�}! ��� '` �!-�(��: �1�-�1� �	 2%! *�F4 	ह� ����� 
�ह� ��0!-�, ���� #� �ह� ��0!-�, �ह ह�%� ह�: 	! ��'�� 	� 	��� 	� 
4_����;S!��( 6�F' 	!  �ह� 	� �0�� �N�� ह� '�	�� 	� J���	 �ह C� C��� 
	!  *�(� '! '��� *
N� ह
C ह�: 4%.��.*�. 	� #� (ह� ह�%� ह�, *%�(� 	!  �%4 
��%�� �ह� ह� 	ह� �� �*��! *�-% 	�� '	�! &! ह��! 	�� _�%! ह�: C* ह� ��^ 	!  
���! �9 ��� 	��! ह
4 ������ '�;� *A;�' ��� *� �! ����� &� �	 ह���! �!� �9 33 
6���� *�-% 	� P��!;� 	(� �� 19 6���� 	� ह� -�� ह�: *�-% #� ह��!  
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	�� _�%!: %	N� �ह� ह� *%��! 	!  �%4 	��%! 	� 	�� ह� �ह� ह�: ह� �(�!� '! 25 
��'9� 	��%� C��� 	� �ह! ह� ���! �!� 	� ��J(����9� 	!  �%4: ���*� ह� �	 
4%.��.*�. 	!  �-�� 	�� �ह� 2%��: 0�'	� 	!  �ह�� 	;�O �9 �� 4%.��.*�. 21��	 
'����+ *��� 	!  *�(� '! *
N� ह
C ह� F'�%4 "'	� 	��� 	� #� 4_����;S!��( 
6�F*' 	!  �ह� 	� �0�� �N�� ह�: ���*� ह� '��� ��I �N�� ह� �	'��O 	!  ���, 
i��!-i��! �ह�O �9 �ह�! (�%! �� �N! �ह�O �9 �ह�! (�%! %�-O ��: �� �	'��O 	� ��� 
F'�%4 	ह �ह� ह1 � J���	 ��i%! ���O 2
��( 	!  �`��� *� �� *� �ह� &�, -�(--�( घ1� 
�ह� &� �� 	G *-ह �
I! %�-O �! 	ह� �	 ह���! �ह�� ��*%� 	� ��� C� �!0 �ह� ह�, 
��*%� �ह� ह�: �	'��O 	� 	� �� �9 ��*%� �	'��O 	� �'2�G 	!  �%4 �!�� ह�, (ह� 
#� �ह� ह� ���� ह�: ह�9 _�*% �ह�-! ��� �� 0����� �N�� ह� �� 0!�� 	� 	�� 	��� 
�N�� ह�: 0!�� 	!  	�� 	!  �%4 _�*% 	� *]�� ह�, �N! �����! �� *]�� ह�: �� ह� #� 
��!��� ह� *�4�-! ���� 	�;� �P 47�	Q2� P�T�- (
_ �� (!�� ह�G �� �ह �% 
��"o_ ह��! (�%� ह�: �� F'	� ��;�� 	G %�-O �! '
I��� ह�: �� #� 4	�� ��;�� ����� 
2�ह1 �-�: *�'! S��'���9�� 	!  ���! �9 	ह� -�� ह�: �-� '�P! ' S��'���)� '! (��� 
S��'���) ह� �� (ह n���� �hi� ह�-� �ह ��� 'ह� ह� �	 (��� S��'���) �P FAo_�� 
�%. ह���! �ह�� ��� ह
C ह� ����O '! '���� ^��! 	!  �%4: '�% �9 �` �ह��! ��AX2� ]� 
'! "''! 	�� %! '	�! ह�: �ह 	��%! '! ;���� 	!  *���! 2%��� *� '	�� ह�: "'�9 
_�*% 	� *]�� �ह� �N!-�: �AQ	 S��'���bX� "''! ह� 	� '	�! ह�, S��'���b�� 
	�	!  ��F�� �1  ��F�� S	 '! #!*� *� '	�� ह�, S!� '! �	�� *� '	�� ह� ��F�� �1  ��F��: 
*�'! ह���! ��ह�� �9 ���� '! 	�G 55-60 �	%����� 	� �1�� �� 4	 �ह� �
	��� ह� *�, 
����� *� 	� 	��A;���9'� �9 C�� ह�: (ह�� '! ���� �ह� 	!  �%4 �1� C�� ह�: �� F' 
��ह '! _!%� *]�� 	� 2�*9, *�'� 'K*�, �1� *� S	 �9 C�� ह� "�	� S!� '! ���F� �1 
��F�� ��-(�	�, "'	!  ��� �_%�(�� ��F�� �� S	 '! �#*(��� *� '	�� ह�: "''! 
_�*% 	� 0�� �9 	�� ह�-�: 4	 '�&� �! 	ह� �	 S�J�� �0�! 	!  ��� "'	� 02) �^ 
*��� ह�: "'	� 02l �ह
� ह��� ह� (ह (���% �ह� ह��� ह�: F'	!  ���! �9 '
I�( �!�� 
2�ह1 �-�, ��� �ह� (ह ह���! �!� �9 2%!-� #� �	 �ह�: �� �ह
� ���O �ह%! F*��F% -G 
&� �� (ह�� 	!  -��(� �9 �
I! *��! 	� �`	� ��%�: �� �
��� �� �8� *-हO �� -G: (ह�� 
�� 	�C��!��( P�T�- ह��� ह�: -��(� �9 47�	Q2�% ��_) &! �*'�9 �1�! -��( 	� 0!�� 
	� '���� �0� ह
C &�, F8J%�_- S�J��: *� "'! %! *��� ह� (ह ���� ��� �*) 	� 

%!�� ह� �� "'	� F;�!��% 	��! 	!  ��� "'	� (ह (��' 	� %!�� ह�: F''! *� 
6��P� ह��� ह� "''! "'	� 02l ��	%�� ह�: 	ह�! 	� ��%� �ह ह� �	 F' 6	�� 	� 
	�C��!��c' �-� ह� ��� '	9  4�7	Q2�% 4AJ(��9� ह� (ह�� �� �0 '	9  �*'	� 
F;�!��% �1�� -��( 	� '	! , �1�� 	U�
���� 	� '	!  �� F''! �	'� 4	 �� F'	� ��I 
�ह� �N!-� �� F''! _�*% �� ह��! (�%� 02l #� 	� ह� '	�� ह�: �ह� �� ह� 4	 
c�A$ 	� _�*% 	� �U� '!� �0�� �N�� ह�, S�J�� �0�� �N�� ह� �� F''! "'	� 
P���� �ह� ह���:  

�1'�� �� (��� S��'���) �';�� 	!  ���! �9 4	 ��� �ह�� ����� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 �� �ह%� 
�P� 1988 �9 2�F�� -G &� �� "' '�� �
I! �1�! 2�F�� 	� घ1��! 	� �`	� ��%�: (ह�� 
ह��! �!0� �	 (ह�� �� 4	 16 ���� 7��_ 	� ��% ह� *� C* '! 4	 ह*�� '�% �ह%! ��� 
ह
G &�: (ह C* #� ��F�% ह�: "'	!  B��� '���� �ह�� '! (ह�� %! *� '	�! ह�: ह���� 
��� ����,	 �!� ह�: ह� ���� ����O 	�  
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��� %!	� ��, �^�! ह�: �� �P� ह� F'	� J�O �ह� 	� '	�!? ह���! �ह�� 	�� 	� 
	��! 	� *]�� ह�: 	�G #� '�	�� ह�, 	% �(�k� �%O 	� '�	�� &�, ��'O ह���� 
&� �� C* #� ह���� '�	�� ह�, 4�._�.4. 	� '�	�� ह�: 	�G #� '�	�� ह� ह� 
'�	�� 	� 4	 2��, ह��� : 'W� �9 ��H! "�	� 	
 i �हY(�1+) 	�� 	��! �N�! ह�: 
'�	�� �! *� �ह �	�� ह� F'	� �s��'�F* 	��! 	!  ��%! �� �ह 	ह1�-� �	 C� %�-O 
	� ��!�����O 	� �!0�! ह
4 �-� '�#( ह� �� _�*% 	!  6�F' &�N� ��% ��	 	� �9 
���	 C� %�-O 	� ��ह� ��% '	! :  

�� ��
0 %�'� (��ह��) : "�'#�D�k �ह���, _�*% 	� 	���O �9 �6Y����� (vA\ 
"' '�� ह
G *� �	 �1�� �!� ���! ��O 	� ���+�� '��' ��		� *���� 2�ह �ह� &�: 
2
��( 	!  ���+�� C4 #� �ह� &! �	 C��! 4	 �
R���+�� �1�! �!� 	� �! ����, �	'��O 
�� -���O 	� ��(�ह � 	��! ह
4 _�*% 	� 	���O �9 35 6���� 	� (vA\ 	� ��: �ह 
C�	� '�	�� 	� �!% 	� 	��� �}��! 	!  ���%! �9 4	 ��	�_) ह�: a'� �	'� �1'�� 
'�	�� �! �ह� �	��: F'�%4 �ह '�	�� �	'�� �(����, -��� �(���� '�	�� ह�, �ह 
	ह�! �9 	�G �ह2	 �1�! �ह8�
;��� 	� *��� 	� �ह� ह�: �ह���, _�*% � �'P)  
���(ह� 	!  �%4 �AQ	 �	'��O 	!  �%4 i��!-i��! "M�-O 	!  �%4 C�� 2J	�, �!% 
���G 	!  �%4 *]�� ह�: �� �ह '� _�*% '! 'U����� ह� �ह! ह�: "�'#�D�k �ह���, 
C* �
I! �ह 	ह�! �9 	�G �ह2	 �ह� ह�, �� C* ह� �!0 �ह! ह� �	 F' _�*% (vA\ 
	� 6#�2 	ह�� �N �ह� ह�: F' _�*% (vA\ 	� 6#�( s! �� �� �N �ह� ह� �� �(s! �� 
��%���% ह� �ह� ह�: �1�! �!� 	!  -���O 	� C* %1�� *� �ह� ह� %!�	� �(s! �� ��%���% 
ह� �ह� ह�: a'� F'�%4 ह� �ह� ह� J���	 �ह '�	�� �(s! ��3� 	� %�# �!�! (�%� 
'�	�� ह�: �ह '�	�� �1�*���	 '�	�� ह� �� F' '�	�� �! '�'! �ह%! ���� 2!ह�� 
�!�	�� �	�� ह�: F'�%4 �� �ह 	ह�� 2�ह�� ह1 � 	� C* �	'�� ह� %�- 	! %� 
"Y���	 �	'�� ह�: *� S	 6000 ]��! �9 ���� 	! %� �!� 	� �(�#8� ���_�O �9 #!* 
�ह� &� C* '��! 9000 ]��! S	 ���(ह� 	� ���%	 ���- �ह� ह�: C* ह���! �	'��O 
	!  B��� "������ 	! %� ���_�O �9 *��� ह�, �	'�� 	!  ह�& �9 	
 i �ह� *���� ह�, (ह 
0�%� ह�& (��' C �ह� ह�: ���+�� '� 	!  '���! ह�: �ह���, C�	!  ��D�� '! �!�� 
'�	�� '! C7ह ह� �	 �ह �
�l �!�! ह� �	 C�% �1% �9 घ��� ह� �ह� ह�: C�	� 
3.'�.'�. �! ��� ��ह �1() ह� �1Q� (vA\ 	��! 	!  �%4 	ह� &�: "' '�� C��! J�O 
�ह� �	��? �-� ���� '�P ह��� "' '�� 	��!: "' '�� �!� 	� घ��� घ��� �ह� 
&� %!�	� *� �� �J'! �9 ��� ह� , "' '�� �!� 	� घ��� C�	� ��0�G �N -��: 
F'�%4 ��0�G �N -�� �	 C��! *��� �-� �!�� '�	�� �ह� C4-� �	'� �1'�! 	� 
'�	�� C4-� �� "�	!  ��&! �� *�4-� �� �-� �!�� '�	�� �� *�4-� �� �J	�� 
0��! �9 �1�� 	� C(�* ह� *�4-�: �ह ��*����, 2�%�	� #�� ��*���� 	ह� *� '	�� 
ह� %!�	� �ह �!RH ��*���� �ह� 	ह� *� '	�� ह�: 	� '! 	� C��+�� (�*�!�� *� 
'! a'� 	
 ��% ��*���� 	� "U��� �� ह��-* �ह� 	� *� '	��: �� �	'�� ह1 � �� F' 
ह��'�� '! 	ह �ह� ह1 � �	 (�)��� '�	�� �! �	'�� 	!  �!� �� �� -��� 	� *!� �� 
%�� ���� ह�: ह� C�	!  ��D�� '! C7ह 	��� 2�ह�! ह� �	 �ह �	'�� �(����, -��� 
�(���� '�	�� ह�: _�*% 	!  ��� 	� 	�9 (�� �1�! �!� �9 *� ��7 "H �ह� ह� "'�9 �ह 
�1�*���� �� '�	�� D(;� ह� *��4-!: �ह �� C7ह 	��� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 �1�� �!� 
C8��%� 	!  �%4 ����� ह� �� "' C8��%� 	� C� ��lX� ह� 	�9-!: *��� '� '! 
�N� �A$ ह�, *��� 	� 	�G %1� �ह� '	��, 
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%1��� ��� 	��*�!, _�*% 	� *� ��� �}��� -�� ह�, "'	� (��' �%�*�! �8�&� 
*��� ��lX� �ह� 	�!-�: �!� 	� *��� ����� ह�: C��! -���O 	� ���� ह�, C��! 
�*�1�O 	� ���� ह�, �	'��O 	� ���� ह�, ह� �P� ���% 	��! ह� �	 _�*% 	� ��� 
(��' 	�� �8�&� �1�! �!� 	� *��� 0N� ह� F8	%�� 	��! 	!  �%4: �ह
� �ह
� 
�8�(��:  

�� ��	��� �7�� � (�.% /'
0) : ������ "�'#�D�k *�, C�	� �8�(�� �	 
C��! �
I! '�� ����: F' �(e� �� '��! '�� �9 *� 	
 i ह���! ��,O �! 	ह� ह� "' �� 
���� ह;��k� 	��! ह
4 �
I! C�'! 	
 i ��(!�� 	��� ह�: *�'! �	 C� '� *���! ह� �	 
�ह '�	�� �!�� �9 ��� ह� 	� ��ह� CG "'	!  �ह%! _�*% 	� 	���9 �^ -G: _�*% 
	� 	���O J�O �^ -G, F' �� ��G	 '�ह� 	� �!�� ह� '� %�-O 	� ��%� ह� (ह C� 
%�-O �! �!0� ह�, ह� '� �! �!0� ह�: *� '��� ���9 ह� ���! �`� �� �� 4	 �(�!e ��(!�� 
	��� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 �!� 	!  %�- C�'! �ह *���� 2�ह�! ह� �	 F' _�*% 	� 	���9 
�^�! 	!  ��� *�(� 	� 	`� '� a'� a(!8�1 ह�, 	`� '� a'� k!, ह� �*'	� 	��� �ह� 
�}�? �*8हO�! 	��� �}�G �ह
� ह� "\!�%� 6� '���! C�� �	 �1% ��� J�� ह�? J�� 
ह�? J�� F��� 	���9 '�	�� �! �}�G ह� �� 6��'� 	!  ;�� �� �}�G -G, �ह 4	 
4_����;S!��( �_�'*� &� �� 	! ���!� 	� �_�'*� &�, F'	� P� '%� ह��� 2��ह�!: 
	ह� a'� �� �ह� ह� �	 6�����,� 	� ���!�! �9 �0� -�� ह�, 	ह� a'� �� �ह� �	 
	! ���!� 	� #� ���!�! �9 �0� -�� ह� �� 'k� ���	����O �! घ��e� 	� ���� �� 
C�	� ;(�	�� 	��� �N -��: C� ���-���, ������ �ह 	ह�! ह� �	 �� 	���9 (��' 
�ह� हO-�, C� 	���9 (��' �ह� %9-!: F'	!  '�&-'�& �� ($c� �� 2%! C �ह! ह� 
�(W ��,� 	� #� C �ह� ह� �� 6��� ��,� 	� #� C �ह� ह�, (ह �ह ह� �	 	H�� ��+)� 
%!�! �N9-! �� 	H�� ��+)� %!�! �N9-!: �� C�	� �*� 	! ���'� �� #� ह� �� 
4%.��.*�. �� #� ह� �� �1'�! a(!8�1* �� #� ह�: *� �!J'!�� C4-� �� "' '�� C� 
�� �(2�� 	�9-!, '��� ���9 	�9-! %!�	� (ह�� 4	 ��T*� ह� "'	!  ��� �9 C�	� 
'�	! � 	� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 �: �#� �	 �!� 	� *��� 6��k� 	� �ह� ह� ���� F' '�� 	� 
��H	 �9 '�'� 	!  F' ', �9 C� 	�G � 	�G a'� P� '%� 	�9 �*''! %�- C8��%� 	!  
�%4 ���	 "W!�*� �ह� हO: C* 	`� '� ��*����	 ���V C�	� �� ह���� 	�G '� 
#� ���V ह�, *� 'N	O �� �ह� ह�: '� 'N	O �� ह�: 	ह� � 	ह� 6Y�!	 ��*����	 
���V _�*% 	!  �(��� �9 F' 	��� 	!  �}��! 	!  �(��� �9 C���%� 	� �ह� ह�: 	`� 	� 
�	2� a'� ह� �*'�9 �1Q� �ह� �}� ह�: ������ "�'#�D�k �ह���, C� #� *���! ह�, 
ह� #� *���! ह� ����� (��' 22 ]��! �	%O �	 �ह
�2: 	�G #� 'K*� C* 10 ]��! 
�	%� '! 	� �� �ह� ह�: "�	� 	���! ������ �^ �ह� ह�: 

�#� �ह�� �� ��घ(*� �! *� 4	 #�e+ ���� �d�! "'! -�#���� '! '
��: C� *� 	ह9-! 
ह� "'	� ��
��� �ह%! 	� %!�! ह�, 4o���'�!� 	� %!�! ह� �	 C� J�� 	ह9-!: C� 
*;��P�G 	�9-!: %!�	� C7ह �!�� �ह ह� �	 C�	� �����O 	!  	��+ -4 _!^-�� 
'�%, �`�! �� ^�G '�% �9 4	 	�� ह��� 2%� *� �ह� ह� �� (ह �ह �	 �	2� �ह�-! ह� 
�ह! ह� �� C�	!  ~��F- ]� �9 �0�! (�%� *� 2�*9 ह� (! ';�� ह� �ह� ह�: ह���! �	2� 
�ह�-! ह� -4 ह�: ����� 22 ]��! �	%� ह��! C��! �#� 0�4 ह�: �
-l 	� �1*� 	!  ($ �9, 
-+!� 	!  '��!%� 	!  ($ �9 "Y'(O 	!  ($ �9 ��Q%� 	!  ��*�� �9 	! %� �ह� ��%�� &�:  
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'�'! �ह%� "�ह�� J�� ह� C�	� �!� 	�? �!� 	� C��! 4	 "�ह�� ���� S	O 
	� हN��% 	�: 	% ���! �!0� �� C* 	!  �0��� ��%�! ह� �	 S	O 	� हN��% 
0Y� �	' 	��+ '! ह
G? #�G ����� 	
 ��� *� �! "�	� 4	 �0%`�� �	N� ����: 
�0���O 	� �����+�O '! %-�� ह�: 4	 I
�I
� &�� ���� �	 ह� S��'����!�� 	�, 
S��'���) (�%! '��! ���%! 	� "M�- 	� �*l �9-! �� C� *���! ह� �	 �ह �	��� 
	�H� 	�� ह�: 	�G '�	�� F' 	�� 	� 	� '! 	�!-�: C�'! �ह%! F8ह� �!2O �� ��H�! 
(�%� ह���� 4	 ��ह� ह��� &� *� '12�� ��,� &� �� �
U�G �9 ���2 ���� �	 
%-���� ��{%�� �*� &� "�	!  ($c� �� �	 "8हO�! �PQ� F�_;S� 	� "M�- 	� �*l 
�! ����: J�� C* �	 4	 F�2 #� C-! �^ ���� ���%�? �ह� �^ ���� �� �ह
� 	� 
'�� %1�-� C�	�: �
AX	% '! 4	-�� ���� C�'! ��(!�� 	��� 2�ह1 �-�: 	`� '! 
4(!8�1* 	`� '� (-) ह� *� 6#��(� �ह� ह�: �����	� #�G 	ह �ह! &! �	 15 6���� %�- 
�� a'! ह� *� '�'! n���� �ह�-�G #� ��lX� 	� '	�! ह�: "�	!  �%4 _�*% C� 100 
]��! 6�� �%�� 	� ���*4 �� #� (! 0��� %9-!: %!�	� J�� ह
C 2!8�G 	!  �i
C�O 
	�: �� ह*�� �i
C�! हN��% �� ��H! ह
4 &! (! �i%� �	N �� %9 %!�	� 0���! 	`�: 
�i�%��� ��� �	 'N *��� ह�:  

'AK*�O 	� ��_� �9 *� ��Q%� 	� �
q� ��,� ��%� ���k� *� -�� �� '��! 'K*� 
��*�� �9 %�- P1 �-P1 � 	� ��4: J�� 	��+ &�? (ह�� �� �	'��O 	� 'K*� 0����! 
(�%� 	�G �ह�: c������ 	!  ��' 0����! 	� �A$ �ह� �2� ह�: '��� 	� '��� 'AK*�O 
	� 	���9 �^ -�� ह�: '� 2�*O 	� 	���9 �}� ह� ह� �	2� �ह�-� ह
C ह� �� "'	!  
��� #� C� 	ह�! ह� F'	!  ��� �#� ह�	� �
�T(2�� 	��� �N!-�? 

4	 ��P �� C� �ह���ह� ��RS��� *� '! 	ह%(��! ह� �	 �!� 	� �(W�� A;&�� 
�ह
� �hi� ह�, 	�T���� ह�: C��! �}� ह�-�: '#� #�e+ �!0� ह�-�: 	�T���� ह�, 
��	l_ ह�: C� 0
� 4	 ��P �� ��RS��� *� '! 	ह%(��! ह� �� �1'�� ��P 	ह�! ह� 
�	 �! '� �*�1����� ह�:  

���2 ह*�� 	��N 	� C�	� घ��� &� C�	!  �!% �1% 	� �� C�	� _� &� �	 (ह 
�' ह*�� 	��N �	 2%� *�4-�: *� C�	!  ��' �ह�� �(W�� A;&�� �*�1� ह� �� 
�P� F' ���� �9 C��! J�O '�2�? �� 'AK'_�*�� �(2�� 	� �ह! ह�: F��-"�� '! 
C� 'AK'_�* (��' %9-!: C�	!  '�&)	 �� 6��'	 "��!� �!�! ह� �	 �' ह!J�!�� 
'! 	� (�%� 	� S!J�� �ह� �0�� 2��ह4: 

"�'#�D�k �ह���, _�*% 	� 0�� �}!-� C� 2�ह9 �*��� 	� �%�*4: _�*% 
	� 0�� �� �^�� 2%� *�4-�: (ह 	#� 	� �ह� ह��! (�%� ह�: %!�	� "' ���� �9 
��� C� ����lRS�� �1Q�O '! F'	� ��
��� *�N�! ह� �� �P� C� *��� 	!  �k �9 
C�	� �1Q� ���� F��� '��
�%� ह��� 2��ह4 �	 %�-O 	� ��2!{*- ��(� �� C� 
ह�& �ह� _�% '	9 : %�-O 	� ��2!{*- ��(� 	� ह� �ह� ह�: %�-O 	� s� �A$ 
	�*�� ह� �ह� ह�: �	'�� "W!�*� ह�, �	'�� C����%� ह�: 	ह� '10� ह�, 	ह� ��^ ह�: 
�	'�� ���N� ह�: C� �ह�O �9 *�F4 ह� �
	�� 	!  ��ह� 	� '! 	� 4	 _�*% '!� 
%-� ह
C ह� *ह�� '! *��!�� 2% �ह� ह�: ��*%� 	� 	�� ह�: �	'� 6�!� �9 C� *�F4: 
F' ��ह '! �-� C� _�*% 	!  �1Q�O �� �
�T(2�� �ह� 	�9-! �� �-%� '!�� *� 
C�	� ह�-� �� F' '!�� �� �-%! 	!  ��2 �9 �!�� a'� �(X(�' ह� �	 ��*����	 
��T���� ���	 '�*��-� 	!  '�& 'N	O �� C4-� �� 	�G '� #� '�	�� ह� 2�ह! 
�D� 6�!� 	� ह�, 2�ह! "W� 6�!� 	� ह�, (!;�  
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��-�% 	� ह�, 	+l�	 	� ह�, 	ह� 	� #� ह�, "� '�	��O 	!  '���! 	��1� �� 
c�(;&� 	� A;&����� ���� ह��� *�4�-�: C�	� �����O 	!  	��+ ह� '� %�- Cह� ह�: 
C��! *� 35 6���� �}��� ह� (ह �ह
� n���� ह�: C� �
�T(2�� 	�9, ह� C�'! C7ह 
	��! ह�, ���% 	��! ह�: �ह 35 6���� �}�	� C��! �	'��O 	!  ���, C� "�#�$� 
	!  ��� *� (*� �}� ���� ह� "' �� C�	� �
�T(2�� 	��� ह�-� J���	 �-%! 
�ह��! (��' '�'� 	� �N� ���� ह� "' �� C�	� �
�T(2�� 	���� ह�-� J���	 
�-%! �ह��! (��' '�'� 	� �N� ', ��H�! (�%� ह� �� ��-�� ...($%�&��)...  ��G	 
'�ह� C� �� �
w� �9 ���! *� �ह! ह� ह� *���! ह� �	 C�	� �_�l��9� 29* �ह� ह��� 
�� C� �ह�� �ह� ह��!: C�	� �� �(��'� �9 �ह '� 	
 i ��%� ह�: F'�%4 �� *���� ह1 � 
�	 C�	� %�2������ J�� ह�, �*�1����� J�� ह�: %!�	� 	v �� 	� F' ���%! 	� 	� ���!� 
�9 %! *�	� "' 	� P� '%�  

	�(�F4: �-� (ह 	� ���!� 	� P� '%� ह��� ह� �� �� �P� C� *� ह
J� �! �ह! ह� (ह 
H�	 ह��� ह�:  

�ह���, �� �ह
� ��N� 	!  '�& ����� ��� 	ह �ह� ह1 �, �ह
� �*U�!���� 	!  '�& ��(!�� 
	� �ह� ह1 � �	 �!S�% ��� ���%	O �! 2
��( ��#��� 	!  �`��� ह�9 '�	! � �	�� &� �� 
ह� '! 	ह� &� �	 �	'� 	� #� '�	�� ��! ह�%� C� �! ��� %�, %!�	� ��(�%� ह�  

%�- ���4�-!: (ह 	ह�! &! ह� '! �� �� ह� �ह '�I�! �ह� &! J���	 ह� 	� 
�(X(�' &�: �P� C� �! C�� ��� 	� ह� ��� J�O �}���? C�� ��� 	� ��� F'�%4 
�}��� �	 (ह ��2`�%�O 	� '�	�� ह� �� C� "� '! 2��� %! 2
	!  &!: �-� 2��� �ह� 
�%�� ह��� �� C� ���� �ह �ह� �}��!: C� 2��� %! 2
	!  &! �� "� 	� 	���!� 
	��� C� 	� 4	 a'� �*U�!���� ह� -�� &� �	 �*'	!  �-�� C� 	�� �ह� 	� ���!:  

������ "�'#�D�k �ह���, �� �P� '! C� '! ��(!�� 	��� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 F' 
��+)� �� -�#���� '! �(2�� 	�9 �� F' ��+)� �� �
�T(2�� 	� 	!  F� 	���O 	� 
C�
����	 ;�� ��, F��! %!(% �� C� %! C4� �	 C� C��� �� "' 	� �	�2� 
'
��k� �ह '	!  �� F' '�	�� 	� 	�-'!-	� (ह �	'�-�-�	'� �`� �� �8�(�� 
�!�! 	� �!�	� 	� '	! : �ह���, C� �! �
I! '�� ���� �� C� 	� �ह
� C#��� ह1 �: 
�8�(��: 

DR. (SMT.) JOYASREE GOSWAMI MAHANTA (Assam): Sir, I would 
like to share my views with other hon'ble Members of different parties in this 
August House. Sir, Assam is a petroleum-producing State. From time 
immemorial, we have been demanding an increase in the rate of royalty. It 
has also been revised from time to time, but the ratio has not been 
maintained. Many a time, there is a rise in the price rise of petroleum 
products, diesel and petrol but the ratio is not maintained. After repeated 
demands, only sometimes, the royalty is revised. Secondly, Sir, eighty per 
cent of the people of Assam are farmers. And Assam is also a flood-prone 
State/ Every year, atleast four-five times it is affected by floods. The people 
here have no source of income, other than agriculture. So, they arc already 
very poor, and this steep hike in the diesel price will prove very much 
dreadful for the people of Assam. My third  point, Sir, is, that the people of 
Assam and the North-Eastern region have to entirely depend on the roadways 
for transport. Railways are not available everywhere and the areas are also 
hilly. So, Sir, we arc fully dependent on the roadways, the trucks 
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and all those means of transport. So this steep hike in the diesel price has 
created another problem for us. The people of the North-Eastern region have 
been the worst affected by this hike. Next. Sir. our hon'ble Minister 
concerned is present here, 1 would say that the capacity of Assam refineries 
is very meagre. So, this has to be seen and the Government of India should 
consider the whole thing, so far as North-Eastern region is concerned, 
because we arc supplying crude oils to different parts of India, fulfilling the 
needs of other State refineries, through oil pipelines. But in our State, the 
refineries have a low capacity. This is one important point. Sir. 1 would urge 
upon the Government on behalf of my party, the Asom Gana Parishad, on 
behalf of the people of Assam to do their best in revising the crude oil 
royalty. Also the prices of diesel and other petroleum products should be 
subsidized for the State of Assam and the North-Eastern region. That is all. 
Sir. 

�� '��� D
ह *+ह�� (�3� /'
0) : "�'#�D�k �ह���, �#� 	�P� �!� '! _�*% 
	!  �1Q� (vA\ �� �ह�� 22l ह� �ह� ह� �� �!�! '��&�O �! F' �� 	�P� �(;��� '! 22l 
	� ह�: ������ �
0*V '�ह� �! �� '�	�� 	!  C�	N� �9 '�	�� 	� P� '��! 	� 	�� 
�	��: �� '�	�� '! '��! C7ह 	��� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 �*' ���	!  '! �1�! �!� �9 _�*% 	!  
�1Q� �9 (vA\ 	� -G ���� *� F' �!� �9 2
��( ह� �ह! &!, ����� 	!  �
�8� ���, *��	 
���+�� C�! ��	� &!, a'! '�� �9 _�*% 	!  �1Q� �9 (vA\ 	��� ��AX2� ]� '! �!� �9 
�ह�! (�%! 2�ह! (ह �	'�� हO, �*�1� हO �� C� "�#�$� हO, 	!  '�& �8��� ह
C ह�: 
F''! �ह *��ह� ह��� ह� �	 '�	�� 	� ���� '�P �ह� &�, "'! � �� C� *��� �� 
�� � ह� '�'� �� �(X(�' �ह� &�:  

"�'#�D�k �ह���, ह� C�	!  ��D�� '! '�	�� '! 	ह�� 2�ह�! ह� �	 C* �1�! 
�!� �9, *�'� C� *���! ह�, 80 P�'�� %�- 	v �e �� C����� ह�: F' �!� �9, -��(O �9 
*� ��*%� �� ���� 	� ह�%� ह�, �ह8�
;��� 	� �	'��, *�'� 22l ह� �ह� &�, ���� 
	!  �#�( �9 ��� 	� �
CG #� �ह� 	� ��4-�: C* ��*%� 	!  �%4 �4 ��*%� घ� �ह� 
%- �� �ह! ह�, ��*%� 	!  0��! �ह� %- �� �ह! ह�, ���� �ह� ��% �ह� ह�: a'� A;&�� �9 
�	'�� �! *� _�*% F��*� 0���� ह� "'	� %�� #� �ह� #� ���� �� �� _�*% 	� 
*� �}� ह
C �1Q� ह� "'! 	� '! ��� 	� ��4-�: F' ���!, ह� C�	!  ��D�� '! ��
��� 
	��� 2�ह�! ह� �	 �*' ���	!  '! �ह 35 6���� 	� _�*% 	!  �1Q� �9 (vA\ 	� -G ह�, 
F''! C� C��� ��!��� ह�: '��! '��! 70 6���� ��%#�N� ह� �� �1'�� #�N� ह� 
�*'�9 �}`��� ह
G ह�, 2�ह! (ह �' 	� �	���� ह� �� C�� 	� �	���� ह�:  

"�'#�D�k �ह���, ह�9 �� �ह C��	� ह� �	 �*' ���	!  '! '�	�� B��� घ��! 	� 
�1�� 	��! 	!  �%4 _�*% 	!  �1Q� �9 (vA\ 	� -G ह�, *�'� 	
 i ������ '�;�O �! 22l 
	� 	! ���'� C�% 	� #� ��� �}��� *�4-�: F' '��� �9 �� C�	!  ��D�� '! �ह 
	ह�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 C* #� -��( 	� �	'�� -��� ह�, I��N� �9 �ह�� ह�, "'	!  �ह�� 
��*%� 	� 	�� ह� �� (ह ���� I��N� �9 ���	 *%��� ह� 	! ���'� C�% 	�, ���� 
	!  �!% 	�: '�	�� �! �*' ���	!  '! _�*% 	� �1Q� (vA\ 	� ����� 	!  �
�8� ���, 
C�� ��� 	�, *��	 ������ 	� F' '�	�� '! �N� ��!k� &� J���	 '�	�� 
����T��� 	� ��� 	��� ह�, C� *����' 2�ह! (ह �	'�� ह� �� �*�1� ह�, ���� 
(�� �!	� '�	��  
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'! ��!k� 	�	!  ��� 	� '��� ह
C &� �� *�'! _	� �� �N �ह� ह� C�� ��� 	� �ह 
�1Q� (vA\ 	� �� -G: �ह 4	 	
 H���घ�� ह
C "'	!  '�&, "'	� ��!k�3� 	!  '�&: 
F' ���! �� 2�ह1 �-� '�� 	!  ��D�� '! �� C�	!  ��D�� '! '�	�� '!, �	 '�	�� �! 
*� �ह _�*% 	� �1Q� (vA\ 	� ह� "'! (��' %!, �*''! �	 C� *��� 	� ��ह� 
�ह'1' ह�: 

F' 	!  '�& �8�(��, "�'#�D�k �ह���:  

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, 
Sir, actually nobody likes the increase in the price of any commodity, leave 
aside diesel. But when the circumstances pressurise us and when there is no 
other alternative, then we have to yield. Earlier the Oil Pool Account was in 
surplus. If you go through the budget, you will find as to how much amount 
was actually in surplus in the Oil Pool Account which was shown in the 
revenue account of the budget to show the minimum fiscal deficit. That has 
also happened. This was also experienced. Since we have to pay enormous 
amount for the import of oil, whether the Government is willing or not, they 
have been forced to pay that amount. That is one reason. However, if any 
possibility arises due to the international situation or due to any other reason, 
the hon. Minister will be the first person to reduce the price of diesel. That is 
my hope.  (Interruptions) My friend is also supplementing me. 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today I rise here to reply to some accusations 
leveled by the hon. Member, Shri Margabandu. When he was speaking a 
little while earlier, he tried his best to mislead the House by giving some 
incorrect statistics and worng information. He unnecessarily used the words 
'vested interests.' The observation made by the hon. Member is untrue and 
unwarranted. Therefore I* totally reject the accusation made against the 
Government of Tamil Nadu. Since he has leveled these accusations, it is my 
duty to set the record straight. I would like to give some information to the 
House. Sir, kindly bear with me. He made two observations, one regarding 
the hike in bus fare and, two, regarding the hike in cement price in Tamil 
Nadu. I would like to state here as to how much is the hike in bus fare and 
what is the price of cement prevailing in Tamil Nadu. The hon. Member said 
that after the hike in diesel prices, the bus fare in Tamil Nadu was increased 

by 60 per cent. It is not so. Irt the case of mofusstT ordinary buses, the fare 
has been enhanced by 18 paise to 22 paise per kilometer. In the case of 
ordinary buses, the fare has been increased by 19 paise to 23 paise per 
kilometer. In the case of express buses, it has been increased by 20 paise to 
25 paise. In the case of express super deluxe buses, it has been increased by 
25 paise to 30 paise per kilometer. In the case of AC express buses, the fare 
has been increased by 45 paise to 50 paise per kilometer. In the case of 
express buses, the fare has been enhanced by 25 paise to 30 paise per 
kilometer. In the case of super deluxe buses the fare has been increase by 30 
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paise to 35 paise per kilometer. It clearly shows that the accusation made by the hon. 
Member is callous and unfounded. Apart from this, we have to incur a loss of Rs.  
170 crores due to the public transport system. 

The hon. Member also mentioned that there is huge hike in the price of cement in 
Tamil Nadu. This accusation is totally incorrect. Sir, either he should have 
substantiated his accusation or he should not have made this accusation. Actually, he 
has made this accusation without knowing truth. 1 would like to made a comparison 
between the price of cement in Tamil Nadu and the price of cement in Kerala and 
Trivandrum. In Kerala and Trivandrum, the price of cement was Rs. 14(y- to Rs. 
15(y- per bag in January, 1999. Now the price is Rs. 160/- to Rs. 185/- per bag. In 
Calicut.. ..(Interruptions). 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): Sir .................  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Ravi, please take your 
seat. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I am on a different point. The hon. Member is 
misleading the House. Kerala is a captive market of Indian cement. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Virumbi, kindly confine 
to your own State. 

6.00 P.M 

I gave you a chance because of the fact that while Mr. Margabandu was speaking, 
you said that those were wrong remarks....(Interruptions). 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: What he has accused...(Interruptions) What 
he has accused is that in Tamil Nadu alone, the price is increasing. Kindly allow 
me...(Interruptions) 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: While defending your State, don't drag in my State. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I must first say about the prices in Tamil 
Nadu, and then compare it with the prices in other States. The accusation is that, in 
Tamil Nadu alone the prices are high. I am bound to cm pare... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I gave you time to speak 
about your State alone. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: This is the Council of States. We can talk 
about the other State also.... 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no. Whatever Mr. 
Margabandu has stated regarding cement prices, you explain what the position in 
your State is...(Interruptions) .... 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Sir, you remove that accusation ...................... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You submit what you have to 
say about your Stale...(Interruptions) 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He has made an accusation, but you are not 
allowing me to respond... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no; it is not a question 
of...(Interruptions) 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I am a bit hurt.... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I just told you that I would 
give you a chance to defend yourself on this point when you speak. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: In Tamil Nadu, in January, 1999, the price of 
cement per bag ranged from Rs. 135 to Rs. 150. Then, in September, 1999, it ranged 
from Rs. 155 to Rs. 175. The price varied depending on the quality of the cement. In 
Trichy, the price varied between Rs. 160 and Rs. 175; and in Madurai, it was between 
Rs. 160 and Rs. 180...(Interruptions). 

SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI (Kerala): Sir, what is the topic of this 
discussion? 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Mr. Pillai, you may not know it. It will have 
its reflection in Tamil Nadu. It will not have its reflection in Kerala... (Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, the Minister will be very happy as the 
topic has derailed from oil to cement. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He said that the prices have been increased 
recently. Sir, in Tamil Nadu, the price of cement in September 1996 ranged from Rs. 
157 to Rs. 170; in January, 1997, it was between Rs. 140 and Rs. 170 per bag; in 
September, 1997, the price per bag was between Rs. 150 and Rs. 170. In April, 1998, 
the price of cement per bag was between Rs. 150 and Rs. 175. In September, 1998, it 
varied between Rs. 160 and Rs. 175 and in September, 1999, it was between 155 and 
Rs. 175. Therefore, it clearly shows that in our regime, the prices have not been 
increased steeply, as alleged by the hon. Member. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Therefore, Sir, I want to set the record right. 
From April to September, 1999, total cement sold in Tamil 
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Nadu was 38.6 lakh tones. From April to September, 1999, the total cement 
sold was 45.62 lakh tones. I want to put forth an argument as to how the 
quantity of cement sold in our State would have increased had there been an 
enormous increase in its price. 
  

Then, Sir I come to diesel...(Interruptions) Sir, I would only like to say that 
the observation made by the hon. Member sis aimed at nothing but misleading 
the House. Ours is a corruption-free Government, and there will not be any 
such thing. Lastly, I would like to say that 1 would not have talked about the 
other States had he not made that kind of a statement. 

�� �����	�	 (ह��%���) : "�'#�D�k �ह���, �ह �N� -�#�� ���%� ह�: _�*% 
	� 6�G' �}�G -G ह� �� F'	!  �(��� �9 हN��%9 ह� �ह� ह�: _�*% 	� *� 6�G' �}�G 
-G ह�, '�	�� F'	� �ह
� %�G�%� %! �ह� ह�: '�	�� �! �� �ह '�I �0� ह� �	 �N� 
���1%� ��� ह� _�*% 	� 6�G' �}���: �ह���, 35 ��'9� �	 	��� �}�G -G ह�: 
C* �	 F��ह�' �9 F��� 6�G' 	#� �ह� �}� ह�: 4	 ��� �9 10 ��'!, 15 ��'! 6�� 
%��� 	��� �}� 	��� &� �� ��2 �9 4	 ��� �� 	��� 	� #� 	� �� &�: �� _�*% 
	� 	��� �9 F��� #��� (vA\ 	� �!0	� ह���� ह1 �: '�	�� 	ह �ह� ह� �	 ह� 6�_J�� 
�}�4�-!, ह� F�_;S�* 0N� 	�9-!, ह� 47�	Q2�% 6�_J�� �}�4�-! %!�	� �9 '�I��  
ह1 � �	 	
 i ह��! (�%� �ह� ह�:  

�-� �ह '�	�� F' F%!J�� '! �ह%! 	�	!  �!0 %!�� �� ��� 2%��: (�'! ह����+� 
�9 	��7!' ह��� ह�: �' '��9 C� %�-O �! %� ह�: �� C�	� ��� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 C-! *� 
(ह�� �'!�%� 	� F%!J�� ह�-� �� C�	� �ह ��� 2% *�4-� �	 _�*% 	� 	��� 
	� '! �}�G *��� ह�: ��� C��! F'	� 	� �ह� �	��, H�	 �ह� �	�� �� C�! (�%! 
'�� �9 C�	� ��� 2%!-�: �#� �	O 	� हN��% ह
G ह�: "�	� हN��% 	� %�%2 
(-��ह �!	� ��N� -�� ह�: _�*% 	� 	��� �}��! 	� P� '%� C� F%!J�� '! �ह%! #� 
	� '	�! &!: �N�-�N� �`�%'�* 	� P� '%� 	! ���	� -(�)�9� 	� �ह� &� *��	 
_�*% 	� 	��� C��! ��� �9 �}�G: F'�%4 �	 %�- (�� C�	� �! 2
	!  ह�: �
I! 
��%�! 	� '�� 	� ��%� ह�: �� C�'! �ह� 	ह�� 2�ह1 �-� �	 �	'�� *� S!J�� 2%� 
�ह� ह�, ��1�(�% 2%� �ह� ह� (ह '� _�*% '! 2%�� ह�:  

��
��.%8 (�� 
���� ���
) : (ह '� 6��'�_- �9 C -�� ह�:  

�� �����	�	 : �	'�� *� *!���!�� '! 	�� 	��� ह� (ह _�*% '! 2%�� ह�: 
��*%� �ह� ह� �� 	� '! 	�� 2%!-�: ��1�(�% #� C*	% *!���!�� '! 2% �ह� ह�: 
_�*% �-�� 	�G 	�� �ह� ह� �ह� ह�: �
I! n���� '�� �ह� %!�� ह� 	! (% 4	-�� ���9 
	ह��� &�: "�'#�D�k �ह���, _�*% 	� �!� घ���� *�4, (��' �	�� *�4 �8�&� 
�N� #��� ��&) ह� *�4-�: �� C�'! 6�&)�� 	]� -� �	 �ह F��� -�#�� ���%� ह� �	 
F''! �!� �9 ,��ह �2� ह
G ह�: 	v ��� 	�	!  F' �}! ह
4 �!� 	� (��' %!�! 	� 	v �� 	�9: 
�ह
�-�ह
� �8�(��: 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Shri Bratin Sengupta, 
you have got just one minute. 
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SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Sir,...(Interruptions)... Mr. 
Naidu.... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, my request is that we have put a 
time limit. Members are speaking and are running away for catching their 
flights. Now, whoever is speaking now, should at least stay in the House. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You can say that, 
but I cannot say it from the Chair, Shri Bratin Sengupta. 

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA: Sir, why should not there be an inquiry as 
to why the caretaker Government took a decision to raise the price of 
diesel on its last day in office, when the new Government was to take over 
and The Parliament session was to be convened in a few days? Why did 
this happen? There should be an inquiry to find out as to why they could 
not wait for a few more days. 

Secondly, why did not the Petroleum Ministry approach the Finance 
Ministry for waiving off the customs duty on diesel? I want to ask, if the 
country was starving and you have to import foodgrains, in that case 
would you impose customs duty on that item? I want to know as to why 
such heavy customs and other duties have been imposed on this costly 
item which is imported from outside. Why was pressure not applied on the 
Finance Minstry? I want to know if this was due to the compulsion of rise 
in the price of diesel in the international market, as told by the Minister, 
then, what exactly that compulsion was? I want that this should be known 
to the House so that some tranperency is maintained. 

�� ��� ��E� :  "�'#�D�k �ह���, (�'! ह� _�*% n(%���% (;�
 ह� �� *� 
_�*% 	� �1Q� �^�� ह� �� (ह ह�F%� F�P%!�!�% ���� ह� �� a'! ह�F%� 
F�P%!�!�% �(e� 	!  ���! �9 �ह�� 22l ह
G: �8pह '�;�O �! ���! �(2�� �ह�� �0!: �� 
*���� ह1 � �	 	
 i '�;�O 	� *��� &� F'�%4 2%! -4 %!�	� �*8हO�! 22l �9 #�- 
�%�� "�	� �9 �8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �� *� '��'� �ह�� ��H! ह� "�	� #� �� 
�8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 �:  

�*' ����� '! 22l ह
G ह� "'� ����� '! �!�� �(2�� #� '
�! *�4�-! �� "'	!  �%4 �� 
6��U# �9 ह� �8�(�� �!�� ह1 �: �
] �9 ह� �� �ह ��� ;�R� 	� �1� �	 *� #� '
I�( �ह�� 
C4 ह� a'! '
I�(O �� �9 ���� 3� '! �(2�� 	]� -� �� "''! �	' 6	�� '! %�# 
'�	� ह� '	�� ह� F'	!  ���! �9 *]� �(2�� 	]� -�: �d�! 4	 ���) ��� '#� ������ 
'�;�O 	� ���� &�: (ह F'� #1��	� �9 ���� &� �	 22l '�&)	 ह� �� '�	�� 	!  
��' *� ��� ह� (ह '#� '�;�O 	� �ह%! ह� ��%1� हO: ���	 22l �9 "'	� "���- 
#� ह� '	�� ह� �� a'� "���- 	
 i ��8�(� '�;�O �! �	��, "'	!  �%4 �� 
�8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 �: 4	 ��� �� �ह ह
G �	 10 *
%�G, 96 �9 ��� �}�4 -4 &! 
�� "' '�� �� #����� *��� ���V �� �#� *� 'W� �9 ह�, "� %�-O �! "'	� 
�(��� �	�� &� (-��ह-(-��ह: a'! ���%��	% �-��J' �9 �� n���� *��� �ह� 
2�ह�� ह1 � %!�	� C� *�� q��% �0! �� C�	� ��%1� 
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#� ह��� 2��ह4 �	 �ह *� '��� 6�	�� ��% �1% 4	�"� (-��ह 	� ह� -G� , ��� �9 
*� ह���� '�	�� CG �� "'�! ��+)� �	�� ह�, a'� ��� �ह� ह�: ��� C� a'� 	��! 
ह� �� �hi� ह� �� ह� 	��! ह� �� 0��� ह�, �
I! a'� %-�� ह� �	 �ह 4	 _�% ;��__) 
(�%� ���%� ह�: ...($%�&��)...  

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: We had opposed it when the United 
Front raised it on 15th July, 1996. (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM NAIK: That is what you are doing now when you are in the 
Opposition. When you were supporting the Government...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: At that time also we said the same 
thing. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: Just to oppose the Government, for the sake of 
opposition, it is not proper.  (Interruptions) 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please sit down. 
Dipankarji, you have already spoken. (Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: You are applying double standards 
and not us. I had asked you to go through the proceedings and know it for 
yourself. (Interruptions) That is not double standard. You go through the 
proceedings. (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I did not obstruct you. I did not say even a word 
against you when you were speaking. I think, propriety demands of you that 
you too should listen to me. If you want to put some questions, you can 
certainly do it after wards. (Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: We did not apply double standards. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM NAIK: You had applied double standards and I will explain to 
you how you had done it. (Interruptions) I will explain to you how you had 
applied double standards. �� F'�%4 "�'#�D�k *�, 4	 ��� �� �ह%! �ह q��% �9 
�0�� 2��ह4 �	 a'! �9 C* �!� 	� *� _�*% 	�,  s1 _ ��% 	� C(X�	�� ह�, 
"'�9 '! %-#- 'W� 6���� s1 _ ��% ह� C��� 	��! ह� �� �ह C��� (�F�% 
�!'!�'�� ह�: �!� 	� "M�- 2%��� ह�, c����� 2%��� ह�, ������� 2%��� ह�, F� '�	!  
�%4 ह� C��� 	��! ह� �� �ह C��� a'! ह� 2%�� �ह! �� �!� 	!  �%4 ��AX2�  �`� 
�� (ह %�#���	 �ह� �ह!-�: F'�%4 4	 %��- ��) �!*� 	!  ���! �*'	� "Q%!0 ��-
��� ������ '�;�O �! �	�� ह� �	 ���� घ�!%1 "Y���� �}��� 4	 �ह
� C(X�	 
��� ह� �� C�! (�%! ���O �9 ह� 4	 a'� �%�� ���4�-! �	 *ह��-*ह�� 4J'�%��!�� 
�	�� -�� ह�, &�N� *��	��� ��%� ह�, (ह�� '! *Q�� '! *Q�� ह� s1 _ ��% 
'�F����P	 �\�� '! 	� '! ��	�% '	�! ह�, F'	!  ���! �9 ह� 4	 (vह� ��*�� ���4�-!:  
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�1'�� 4	 ��� �*'	� "Q%!0 	
 i ������ '�;�O �! �	�� ह� �	 	! ��'��, 
	! ��'�� 	� ��%�(�, 	! ��'�� 	!  ���, _�*% �9 *� ��%�(� ह��� ह� C�� �� �ह 2�ह�� 
ह1 � �� �
I! �(X(�' ह� �	 '�� F' 	�� �9 #� '�	�� 	� 'ह��- �!-� �� (ह �ह ह� �	 
�ह *� 	! ��'�� 	� ��%�(� ह��� ह�, "'	!  �(��� �9 �K� 	� "���- �	�� ह� F'�%4 �� 
	ह �ह� ह1 � ह� ��)�
\ i!N�� 2�ह�! ह�: �� ��)�
\ �K� �hi� �ह� %-�� F'�%4 
�*ह�� i!N�� 2�ह�! ह� �� F' 	�� �9 '��� '�� �
I! 'ह��- �!-�, a'� �� C�� �0�� 
ह1 �: �� C�0� ��% �1% 	� ���%� J�� ह�? �� ह� �(�!� '! s1 _ ��% FU���) 	��! 
ह� �� FU���) 	��! 2�ह�! ह�, "'�9 4	 '����� �ह�� 2��ह4 ������ �ह�� 2��ह4 F' 
6	�� 	� ��� ���ह� ह� �*'	� "Q%!0 	G '�;�O �! �	�� ह�: ��% 6�F' ������ 	� 
'(�% J�O "H�? (ह F'�%4 "H� �	 ��% �1% 4	�"8� �9 18,200 	��N ]�4 	� 
घ��� ह
C &�: �ह घ��� 	�G 4	 ��� �9 �ह� ह
C: F'	!  ���! �9 J�� �	�� *�4 F' �� 
"' '�� '�� �� '�	�� �! �(2�� �	�� &�: 	��7!' 	� 3� '! �ह%� '���� 18 
*�(��, 1995 �9 ��� &�: ��	� ;SJ�� �P ��% F�_;S� 	!  �`� �� �ह '���� ���G 
-G &�: 	��7!' '�	�� �! #� "' '�� "'	!  ���! �9 �(2�� �	�� &�: �� 	��7!' 	!  	
 i 
������ '�;�O �! #� �ह�� �(��� �	�� ह�: 	��7!' 	!  ��� *� '��
$ ��2l 	� '�	�� 
CG �� "'	!  '���! �ह '�;�� �� -�#�� ���: F'�%4 �'�U�� 94 �9 "'�! P� '%� 
�	�� �	 _�*% 	!  ���! �9 *� C��� 	� 	��� ह� �� �!� 	� *� 	��� ह� "'�9 
'����� �ह�� 2��ह4 �� F' ���! �9 "8हO�! ��+)� �%��: "'	!  ��� ह���� '�	�� CG 
�� ह� "' ��+)� 	� 	��lA8(� �	��: �
I! a'� %-�� ह� �	 �ह �(e� ��*����	 22l 
'! ��! ह��� 2��ह4 J���	 F'�9 	�8'!'' ���� C�� ह�: 	��7!' '�	�� �! F'	� 
�����, *��� '�	�� �� '��
$ ��2l '�	�� �! ��+)� �%�� �� �� ह���� '�	�� 
CG ह� �� ह� "'	� 	��)A8(� 	� �ह! ह�: F'�9 4	 	� ��8�
�� *� '�	�� �9 ह��� 2��ह4 
�
I! %-�� ह� (ह F'�9 ह�: %!�	� C* %�- F' ��� 	� %!	� C���%� 	��� 2�ह�! ह�: 
	��7!' 	!  4	 ������ 6($� 	� �!�! ��' "\�+ ह� �� �� "'	� �^	� '
���� 2�ह�� 
ह1 �: It has appeared in the Times of India on the 24th October, 1999. (! 	��7!' 	� 
fAR� '! �N! ������ �(2��	 ह�, CT&	 �(e�O 	!  c�A$ ह�: �� "'	� 	�� 	� �ह� ह1 �: 
"There is no economic or social case for a diesel subsidy. The only social case 
for subsidy is kerosene. Every time when the international price of diesel goes 
down, they should be decreased here and when every time prices go up, our 
prices should increase. It is essential to link diesel prices to the international 
market. The decision to do away with subsidy was taken by the United Front 
Government in late 1997, based on the report of a Committee constituted by 
the Congress..."  

�ह C�0� 	� (�J� &�N� ���	 �हY( 	� ह�:  

"...It is the height of intellectual hypocrisy to oppose the increase in prices." 

�� a'� 	��7!' 	!  ������ '�;� 	ह�! ह� �� C� F'�9 �(��� 	��! ह�:  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: It is only one Congress leader's statement. There 
are many other leaders in the Congress party...(Interruptions)...They 
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don't agree with that statement...(Interruptions)...Why have you quoted that 
statement?... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I know the Congress leaders speak in different voices 
everywhere...(Interruptions)...That I know...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: You are quoting conveniently a junior 
Congressman. You say what the Congress President has said... 
(Interruptions)...! can quote Mr. Advani's statement against Mr. Vajpayee's 
statement. ..(Interruptions).. .Do you want me to do 
that?...(Interruptions)...,No, no, that is not the way...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I am quoting this quotation...(Interruptions)...You want 
me to name that person?...(Interruptions)... SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: 
Yes...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: Okay...(Interruptions)...His name is, Mr. Jayaram 
Ramesh, Secretary, Economic Affairs Department of the Congress. 
..(Interruptions)... 

�� 	�	���E �
ह�� ( 9����) : J�� (! 	��7!' 	!  6($� �ह� ह�? ...($%�&��)...  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I thought you are quoting the Congress 
President...(Interruptions)...Or, the Leader of the Opposition, who is sitting 
here...(Interruptions)...You are quoting somebody else...(Interruptions)...Sir, 
Congress is a big party; not like your party...(Interruptions)... 

�� ��� ��E�: �!�04: F'�9 a'! -
;'� 	��! 	� J�� P���� ह�? ...($%�&��)...  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Why can't you quote me...(Interruptions)...! can 
give some statement...(Interruptions)...You quote me...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI VENKAIAH NAIDU: You are not Mr. Jayaram 
Ramesh...(Interruptions)...That is the problem...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I am not convenient to you...(Interruptions)...1 
am not convenient to you...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Jayaram Ramesh is an intellectual... 
(Interruptions)... He has got experience in a particular field... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I never knew that you are such an economist or 
spokesperson on economic affairs. But, since you have said now, in future, I 
will try to quote your quotation and use it against you...(Interruptions)... 

��
��.%8 �� ,��� �� 	! (% F��� ह� ह� �	 ��*���� n���� %��घ�! 	� 
C(X�	�� �ह� ह� �� *� ����-� ��+)� �ह%! 	� '�	�� �! �%4 ह� �� *�'� �d�! 
	ह� 	� ��8�1�� �ह� ह� �� "' 	� ��8�1�� 	!  ���! �9 '�2�� 2��ह4: �'�U��, 1997 '! 
�$1 �� 1999 �	 ह��! J�� �	��? *� ��+)� ह
C &� "' ��+)� 	!  ��
'�� 	
 % 
��%�	� �` ��� 	���O �9 ���(�)� �	�� -��: F� ���(�)�O �9  
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*� ���2 �$1 �� 	� ���(�)� �	�� -�� "'! �	N	� "'�9 iह ��� 	���9 	� 	� 
-G �� ��� ��� 	���9 �}�G -G: *� 	���9 घ���� &� �� घ��G -G �� *� �}��� 
&� �� �}�G -G %!�	� ह�9 �ह '�I�� 2��ह4 �	 F����!��% ��T	� �9 _�*% 
6�F*' �9 4	 �G �� 2�(�, �G FA8s* P�(��, 1999 '! C�� �
] ह
G �� P�(��, 
1999 �	, *� �d�! ��� ���� ह� "'�9, �� '#� *���! ह� �	 s1 _ ��% 	� 6�F' 
3,210 ]��! �� �� &� �� �ह �'�U��, �9 �^	� 7,020 ह� -��, *��	 119 6���� 
�^� &�: �� *�'! s1 _ ��% �9 6�F' FA8s* ह� -�� (�'! ह� _�*% �9 94 6���� 
6�F' FA8s* ह� -��: 	
 i ������ '�;�O �! 	ह� �	 ��2 �9 C��! J�� �	��? �6�% 
�9 ह��! 6�F'' #� ��(�F* �	4 *� �	 �
� C'��� '! #1% -4: �� �P� '(�% C 
-�� �	 �6�% 	!  ��� J�� ह�: C��! J�O �ह� �}���? 	
 i ������ '�;�O �� 2
��( 
	� ��I �#� #� F��� ह�(� ह� �	 	! (% 2
��( 	� i�N	� F' '�� �!� �9 �� J�� 
ह
C F'! #1% -4 a'� ह�9 %-�: ��� ह�� -4 �� "8ह9 ����� 2��ह4 �	 ह�� -4 J���	 
���%��	% �_P�� �� 2%�� �ह�� ह�, "'�9 J�� ह�, ����
 "'	� ���%��	%� 
4���%'' 	��� 	#�-	#� 	��7!' (�%O 	� 'ह� }�- '! �ह� C�� ह� �� F'�9 ह���� 
��e �ह� ह�: %!�	� �ह '�I�� 2��ह4 �	 �6�% 1999 '! 5 �$1 ��, 1999 �	 �!� �9 
2
��( �ह� ह
4: �!� �9 	���-% 	!  �(e� 	� %!	� ���	;��� 	!  '�& 4	 �N� %N�G 
%N� -G: �ह���, �G, *1�, *
%�G, �	 �!�� F* 4 (��,�
_ ��� P��-!� F� 4o_ 
(!�4(� �!�� F* 4 (�� ...($%�&��)... *� �!� %N�G 	��� ह� �� ...($%�&��)...  

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: In 1996-97, the total payment was 10 million 
dollars. Now, this year, it has gone up to 10.5 million dollars. ... 
(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not yielded. ...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, no, please; he is not 
yielding. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: A senior Member should have the courtesy to ask me 
to yield. Now, tell me what you want to say. 

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I want to ask the honourable Minister, apart 
from the Kargil war, according to the reports available here, and as has been 
pointed out by Shri Dipankar Mukherjee, in 1996-97, the import bill was to 
the tune of 10 million dollars. This year, it may go up to 10.5 million dollars. 
In Mumbai, in 1996-97, the price of one litre of diesel was less than Rs. 
11.00. When you were paying 10 million dollars for the import of oil, the price 
was less than Rs. 11.00. Now, in Mumbai, it has gone up to Rs. 16.00 per 
litre. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAM NAIK: That means you are not aware of the value of the 
dollar vis-as-vis the rupee some four years back and now. 
...(Interruptions)...You should be aware that the dollar and the rupee are not 

of the same value (Interruptions)..., "�'#�D�k *�, �� �ह 	ह �ह� &� �	 �!� 
	���-% 	!  �(e� �� ���	;��� 	!  '�& %N�G 	� �ह� &� �� *� %N�G ह��� ह� �� 
�!� �9 '�'!  
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�N� C(X�	�� F' ��� 	� ह��� ह� 	���O 	� A;&� �0��: �� 	���O 	� A;&� 
�0�! 	!  �%--�%- ���	!  ह��! ����4 �&� �
I! F' ��� 	� 0
�� ह� �	 C* �	 
2�� ��� %N�G ह� 2
	� ह� �&� ह� %N�G �9 	���9 �^�� ह� *��� &� �� %�- {2��� 
	��! &! �	�
 �ह �ह%� %N�G ह� �*'�9 	���9 A;&� �ह� �� F'�%4 �� F' '�� �&� 
�!�(��'�O 	� �8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 �: F' '�� 	!  ��D�� '! �� �!�(��'�O 	� 
�8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 � c����� �� "M�- *-� 	� �8�(�� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 � *� "8हO�! 
*� �!� %N�G %N �ह� &�, "' '�� 	���9 A;&� �0�: %!�	� �� C�'! �1i�� 2�ह�� 
ह1 � �	 J�� C� F' %N�G 	� #1% -4 ह�? �ह�� �� 4	 #� ��8�(� '�;� �! F' %N�G 
	� "Q%!0 �ह� �	��: �
I! 0!� ह� �	 C� F��! -�#�� �(e� �� #� 2
��(� ��*���� 
	��� 2�ह�! ह�: ...($%�&��)...  

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: When the Minister is charging that... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, he is not charging. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, whatever I had spoken, was all 
technical in nature. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I am not yielding, now. (Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, I had said that two years back its 
price was $163 per barrel. You answer on this point. But, Sir, he is 
politicizing the reply. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not used any word of politics. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please take your seat. 
Let him complete his reply first. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: If you want, you can ask questions after I complete my 
reply, (ह 0N! ह�	� ��� 	� �ह! ह�: �d�! *� ��Q_ �ह� �	�� �� (ह J�O ���� ��� 
	ह�! *� �ह! ह�?  

�� C�. �7�7 %� ��%29  : (! 0
� ह� '(�% 	� '	�! ह� �� 0
� ह� *(�� �! '	�! ह�:  

�� ��� ��G� : �1'�� ��� �� �ह 	ह�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 F' '�� F����!��% ��T	� 
�9 s1 _ C�% 	!  6�F' �ह
� �}! ह
4 ह� �� *� (�����F% �T	� ह��� ह�, *� (ह 
�^�� ह� �� "'	� 3� D��� �!�! 	� *]�� ह��� ह�: �ह #� 4	 	��+ ह� �	 ह��! "' 
'�� �� �
�8� 	��)(�ह� �ह� 	�: �� C�% �1% 4	�"8�, ह���! ��, �����	� �
0*V 
�! 	
 i ���9 	ह� ह�: �d�! �� "�	� 20 �$1 �� 	� ��� #!*� &�: "8हO�! �-� �
I! F' 
���! �9 �ह%! #!*� ह���, *� (ह #�e+ �!�! 	!  �%4 0N! ह
4 "' '�� �� (ह #!*�: 
�-� (! "'! &�N� �ह%! #!* �!�! �� �� C�	� ��F� �� *(�� #!* �!��: ...($%�&��)...  
�� C�	� CX(�'� �!�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 "8हO�! *� *� �
x! �ह�� "H�4 ह� �� �%0	� #!*! 
ह� "� �� �(2�� 	]� -� �� *]� "�	� "W� "�	� #!* �1�-�:  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all. 
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SHRI RAM NAIK: No, Sir. This is so far as the observation he has made is 
concerned. C�% �1% 4	�"� 	!  ���! �9 �� �ह 	ह�� 2�ह�� ह1 � �	 � 30 *1�, 1997 	� 
*� �1.4P.-(�)�9� &� "' '�� घ��� 18200 	� &�: �� *� (�*�!�� -(�)�9� CG 
�� 31 ��2) 1998 	� �ह घ��� 14156 	��N ]�4 	� �ह -�� �� 4	 '�% ��� 31 
��2), 1999 	� �ह घ��� 3408 	��N ]��� �ह -��: 4	 'K'�!���% घ��� ह� %�-O 
�! 4	 '�% �9 	� �	��, %-#- 11 	��N ]�4 	� घ��� ह� %�-O �! 	� �	��: 
%!�	� �� �P� 	���9 �^�! %-� �� 5200 C�% �1% 4	�"� 	� �_�P'!� ह� -�� �� �
ह��! '�2� �	 �� 	���9 �}��� 2��ह4: � �^�! �� C�% �1% 4	�"� � 31 ��2), 1999 
�	, C* 	!  *� ��� ह�, �-� (! F'� 6	�� �ह�! �� �ह घ��� 10 ह*�� ह� *���: 
%!�	� 	
 i A;&�� '
�� *�4-� a'� #� ����*� C �ह� &�: �-� a'� ह��� ह� �� ह���� 
����*� a'� &� �	 31 ��2), 1999 	� 3900 �	 �ह घ��� 	� ह� *�4-�: F' 6	�� 
ह���! ��' F' '�� 	�G �1'�� 2��� �ह� &� ���	 ह� FU���) 	� 	� '	9 : �� �-� 
ह� FU���) 	� 	��! ह� �� "'	� �
R���+�� �!� 	!  "M�-, c����� C�� '��! 	�� 
	�* �� ह� *���: F'�%4 F'	� FU���) 	��� C(X�	 &�: *� FU���) 	��� 
C(X�	 &� �� F'�9 n���� ��F� %- -��: �P� F'	� 	���O 	� �}��! �9 ह�9 	�G 
0
�� �ह� ह
G: *� %�-O '! (�� %!	� �� "�	� 'ह���� '! ह� �ह�� *��	� C4 ह� 
�� ह� %�-O 	� ����* J�O 	�9-!? ह��! *� a'� 	�� "H��� F'	� 4	 ह� 	��+ &� 
�	 ह���! '���! F'	!  �'(� �� 	�G �1'�� 2��� �ह� &�: 4	 2��� �ह *]� &� �	 
ह� ��T	� '! C�% �1% 4	�"� �9 *� �_�P'!� ह� "'	� �1�� 	��! 	!  �%4 ��'� %9: �
%!�	� �-� ह� ��T	� '! ��'� %!�! �� "'	!  �%4 F���!;� �!�� �N��:  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI]: Mr, Mukherjee, do you 
want to seek any clarification?....(Interruptions)... The Minister has already 
stated... (Interruptions).... 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: The Miniser has not replied to that 
point. He has not touched on it. The first point that I referred to was with 
regard to a newspaper report of 6th October wherein Mr. Ramachandran, 
Executive director, Oil Co-ordination Committee stated, "A decision has 
been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing to do with that." This is 
what Mr. Ramachandaran has said at a press conference...(Interrupions)... 

Mr. Ramachandran, Executive Director, Oil Co-ordination Committee, had 
announced this price rise. This has been reported in the newspaper on 6th 
October. "This is a decision taken by the OCC." The Cabinet has nothing to 
do with this. This has been reported in "The Economic Times" dt. 6th 
October. If you deny this, please check up, whosoever has given this 
statement, because it is very important point. This is my first point. 

My second point is if his hands are tied, it is because of the basic price and 
other duties. When the market was soft, the Finance Minister has put Re. las 
duty or cess; whatever it is. When the market has become hard, why should 
the consumer pay it? You are not going to reduce. That is why I reqest you 
to tell your Finance Minister about this. When the market was soft, the 
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international price of diesel was $83 per metric tonne and then you put a duty. 
When the international price touched $162 per metric tonne, you put a proportionate 
burden on the consumers and then you also claim that you have reduced it. The 
point is: why was this duty imposed when the market was sfot? When the market 
is not soft, you say it is hard. The Government has to take away, at least, that Re. 
1 duty Do you think the market is soft or hard! If it is hard, then that duty cannot 
be there. If you cannot reply, the Leader of the House is there, let him explain. It is 
the Governemnt, it is a collective entity. The consumer has to pay everything. 
My point is if, the market was not soft, how could that Re. 1 cess still continue? 
That cess must be withdrawn, if the Government is not wthdrawing it, let them 
explain the reasons. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir I have already replied to it. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: He has not replied. That is the point. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI]: During the Short 
Duration Discussion, whatever norms are there, we have to follow that. You raise 
certain question. The Minister replies to them. Finally, if you don't agree... 
(interruptions).. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: I would like to know whether the 
market is soft or hard. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI] : During the discussion, 
we cannot do anything. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE : If the market is soft, you pay it. 

SHRI RAM NAIK : A* I explained earlier, in September, 1997, the 
Cabinet has applied its mind regarding the revision of price and maintaining parity 
on that. The Cabinet worked out and approved a methodology as to how to do it 
and how not to do it. Then the Committee was authorized to work it out 
accordingly. So far as the Sth October issue is concerned, the Cabinet took all 
these things into account. As per the earlier practice, the Cabinet decided that 
the price should be increased. 

This is as simple as that. Now, why that officer has said anything, I will have 
to find out. This is as simple as that. The Cabinet applied its mind and decided that 
the formula which is in force should apply. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : Now, we will take up 
the 'sou motu' statement by the External Affairs Minister. 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH) : 
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I have two statement to make. If you permit me, I will 
read out both the statements. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : The other has not been 
circulated. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH : It can be circulated straightway. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : In the meantime he can go on reading the 
first statement. 

STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

 I. Signing of three agreements including the extradition treaty between 

India and UAE  

        II. Recent visit of United States Secretary of Energy to India 

THE MINISER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH) : 
Sir the U.A.E. Minister for Justice, Islamic Affairs and Awqaf, H.E. Mr. 
Mohammed Bin Nakhira al Dhaheri, accompained by   an   official   
delegation,    visited    India   on    October   25-26,    1999. 

During the visit, an Extradition Treaty, an Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance 
in Criminal Matters and an Agreement on Juridical and Judicial Cooperation in Civil 
and Commercial matters between India and the UAE, were signed. 

The extradtion Treaty would .provide a legal framework for seeking the 
extradition of fugitive criminals including those involved in terrorism and 
economic offences from either country. Under the Treaty, extradition would be 
possible irrespective of whether the crime was committed before or after the 
entry into force of this Treaty. 

The Agreement on Juridical and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and 
Commercial Matters aims to facilitate the widest measure of legal assistance in 
pursing such cases. As a result of this Agreement, it will be possible to serve 
summons and other judicial documents issued by the courts of one country in 
the territory of the other. The judicial authority of one country could also, at the 
request of the other, take evidence. Further, the courts of one country would also 
be able to execute decrees and arbitration awards passed in the territory of the 
other. 

The Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters aims to 
strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in the completion of 
investigation and prosecution in respect of all crimes, including those related to 
terrorism. It would provide the basis for seeking assistance for tracing, restraint, 
forfeiture or confiscation of the proceeds and instruments of crime. The Agreement 
will also facilitate the widest measure of mutual assitance in 
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