Short Duration [RAJYA SABHA] Discussion

Now we will take up the short-duration discussion on the recent steep hike
in diesel price and the consequent hardship being faced by the people.

II. Recent stoep hike in diesel price and the consequent hardships faced by

people
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Hon'ble Members,
please, please. Several Members have requested that they have to catch their
flight, therefore, they should be permitted to speak. Though we are not
cutiing short the time, the only thing 1 would request is that there should not
be a repetition of the same thing. Shri Margabandu, please,

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (Tamil Nadu) : The entire nation is very much
concerned over the 35% price hike in the price of diesel and hundred per
cent of the crude oil. The sorry state of affairs in this case is that a decision
was taken in the year 1998 that the price .of diesel and other things would be
reduced. But within 9 months, the prices have shot up like anything. 1t is
unfortunate that the present BJP Government did not take that decision
while it was in power, but, when they were acting as a caretaker
Government, on 5.10.1999, when the counting of votes was to begin the next
day, the decision tc increase the diesel price by 35% was taken by the

erstwhile Petroleum Minister. The present Petroleum Minister has given a
letter which justifies the increase. He says, “I have prepared the enclosed
short note on rccent diesel price hike. I do hope that you will kindly find it
informative and useful”. This is the information given. Why has the price
been increased? What is the alternative suggestion given by the Central
Government? What is the Central Government doing to reduce the diesel
price to solve the problems of the common man? But no suggestion has been

put forward.

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI
RAM NAIK): I want suggestions from you.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: I will give my suggestions. But the Minister
has not mentioned anything as to what he is going to do. Everybody is
concerned about the hike in prices. Lorry owners have been on strike for
more than a week causing a loss of Rs. 830 crores every day. Even the bus
owners have announced that they would resort to strike. In such a situation,
what is the Government going to do? The hon. Minister wants to have my
suggestions. My suggestion is, they can increase the tax on luxury items like
cars and other things. Whoever is using luxury items can be taxed. In this
way you can reduce the diesel price and customs duty also.

In Tamil Nadu, all the political parties have joined hands and they have
announced that they would hold a Hartal on 4th November, 1999. The
AJADMK in its Executive Commitiee meeting pleaded before the Central
Government to roll back this price hike. But nothing has been done so far.
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The Prime Minister said, “There is no question of roll-back of diesel prices”.
Is this the stand of the Government? The whele nation is concerned about
the hike in diesel prices. They must come forward with some solution to
solve this problem. They are simply saying that they cannot do anything in
this matter. If this is the stand of the Government then how will they give
good governance to the people? What steps are they going to take in this
regard?

So far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, the bus fare has already been hiked by
40 to 60 per cent. The Chief Minister says, ....(Interruptions).

SHRI S. VIDHUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, he is giving
wrong information. He is misleading the House.

THE VICE-CHAIMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please listen to him.
You will get a chance to speak. Mr. Margabandu, please conclude.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: Sir, I did not say anything at all. Is this the
attitude of the DMK party? 1 am not able to understand this. The present
Chief Minister earlier said that the bus fare would not be hiked before the
year 2001. But now they have hiked the bus fare on the ground that the
diesel price has been increased. They have also increased the price of paddy.
The price of cement also has been increased. In Andhra Pradesh, one bag of
cement is sold at Rs. 120~. Ig Gujarat its price is Rs. 95~ per bag. In Delhi
the price of cement is Rs. 1304 per bag. But in Tamil Nadu the price of
cement has been raised from Rs. 1104 to Rs. 200~ per bag. What is the
reason? When there is no change in electricity charges and when all the other
materials which are required for the production of cement are available, then
why have they increased the price from Rs. 110~ to Rs. 200~? Is it not a fact
that some vested interests, a person who is in power, has purchased a cement
factory in Tamil Nadu? Therefore, I would request the Government to take
all these things into consideration and see to it that the price of diesel is
rolled back to solve the problem of the common mar. Thank you.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, I want to make a
submission. The hon. Member has made a sweeping charge against the State
Government. After all, they cannot defend themselves here....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1 SANATAN BISI): I will give a chance
to that party, and at that time, they can respond....(Interruptions). Mr.
Margabandu, please take your seat....(Interruptions).

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: S§ir, the name ‘Tamil Nadu' may be
deleted. ....(Interruptions).

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: The Government has taken an umbrage
under this..... (Interruptions). '
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SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: When my turn comes, I will respond
to this.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: @i is not fair to make a charge against a
State Government.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Now, Shri Rama
Shankar Kaushik.
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7% ? fF 59 9@R 3 Tl fafim 3 Fofet # 9= ok e we ¥ fag AW T ol
R ¥ A D U ¥ ST @ I W W R e R fram e wg
¥ g@ @R ¥ 5000 FIT 94 H 9 A ¥ T [ A A FFed } 5000 T A F
F0u | gEu, WER A FE J A 8 ) W vFR @ S aor § 3w Tl
A R MY = TR, R F aE Qo ¥ e ¥ Ok wR R
W RTEI o IR A R FR €, SeF g AR R 1w dr ¥
T8 wEFR 4 femn a6 O R 3dfon 7e @ @ Iud T@ N = o T 3R R
W II SN WEM 8, FREE & Ued @ o wd ¢ oh anvmes A wea @ &
A RV GTARYHF N wad @0 A W A e F aae I
A E@ O @ G Qe w a3 el oWl R mEd @ ol Sk
e A IR &, T T fReE W ) e W PR A ¥ o
F-gm RRar S T AR A 89 aen ¥ R ofin J2 & A A T I o
e § M W doe d & wh froree A} 3 ok w3 ot | 9 wEen e
FRM oA R AWM YA T, v 09 R fF vfe A R W S famm R
e g A 1 IEd AN o RRTt e T o A e A s ww A
600 FUT & WAEAEA I W ¥ 3l dww  # fr 9fa = FL A ofe O R R
frit B s af ok fadw w9 @ feudt @ B e T @)
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SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE (West Bengal): Sir, I wish this discus-
sion would had taken place earlier here, in a full House, because it is not
only a question of diesel price rise. It is a question where I find deception,
deceit and hoodwinking have been going on, in the name of import parity.
First and foremost, who had taken the decision to raise the price of diesel?
Here, 1 would like to refer the Economic Times of 6th October. They say
that the price rise was announced by the Oil Coordination Committee
Executive Director, Shri M.S. Ramachandran. Shri Ramachandran says, and
I quote, “The decision has been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing
to do with this.” Shri Ramachandran said it at a press conference. What does
it mean? Is it the decision of the OCC or, is it the decision of the
Government? But after it was raised, first there was that mask that it was not
a Government decision, it was the OCC which had done it. When the
question was raised and the pressure came to reduce it, then, the Govern-
ment, not the Government even, the Minister comes, the Prime Minister
comes, and says, “No, no, it cannot be reduced. It is.a decision.” The
Minister must clarify the first point. If the OCC chief had said, whosoever he
is, that this was his decision, the Parliament can overrule this decision, the
Government need not come in between; otherwise, the Government must
take action against this gentleman who had said that it was OCC decision,
and not a Cabinet decision. It is a very important point.

Now, I come to another point. 1 have got this Note which has been
referred to by the Minister. I am sending a letter to him right now. This
hides more, and reveals less. Come to para 8; Shri Kaushik was also referring
to it. This is not fair. Let us be transparent, I am not a party. This is not
transparent. You have given a list of the revision of price from September,
1997 to 1999, as per import parity. Fair enough. It is as per import parity.
You have not given the price, international price, as per which this price has
been revised. Why? Why have you not given the price based on which this
revision has been made? You are not transparent to the Members of
Parliament also. You say that the whole thing had been discussed based on
Feb., 1999 price vis-a-vis September, 1999. There has been a rise in the
international price by 114 per cent; so we have raised by 66 per cent; we
have raised it by 40 per cent, and all that but what has been the
corresponding price after these nine revision which took place from July,
1997 onwards? 1 will give you one example as to what exactly is being played
and how you are hoodwinking the people. On 2nd September, 97, when the
import parity policy was announced, what was the international diesel price?
The international diesel price was 163 dollars per metric tonne, and what was
the poor consumer paying in the market? I have got the figures of Mumbai,
and the poor consumer was buying one litre of diesel for Rs. 11.53. After the
revisions has taken place! During 1998-99, when this Government was in
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power, it was the lowest, it was climbing down all the time; and what was the
lowest diesel price? I am talking of import parity; 1 am not talking of U.F.
and all that. It is a question of deceit and deception. When the revision took
place in Feb., 99, it was 83 dollars. It was 163 dollars in 1997, and the
Consumer price in Mumbai was Rs. 11. 163 & W 11, 83 @&  11. Now, I
start from 83 onwards, February onwards. This is my parameter; this is my
benchmark, and now I tell the people that from 83 dollars, now it is 163
dollars. How can the country cover this much of oil pool deficit? So, today,
for the same price of 162 dollars, the consumer in Mumbai has to pay Rs. 16.
How do you justify it? You cannot justify it even as per the reformer’s policy.
1 know he is not responsible for it. He is a very nice man. I know him. He is
not the man to reply to the debate. That is why 1 feel pained. The fellow
who is supposed to reply here today is the reformer, the second stage
reformer, the performer, as per the Confederation of Indian Industry.

He is responsible for this, and not this poor man, the Petrolem Minister. 1
am sorry to say this. Not this poor man, the Petroleum Minister, but the
Government, as a whole.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Yes, you are right 1 am a poor man.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: I wish the Prime Minister were here.
Even the Leader of the House can reply. I saw him noting down points.

Do you call this import parity? The major problem is in the Budget. The
basic price has been changed. With regard to other things like price and
excise duty, they have been adjusted. So, the consumer does not get any
relief. What does the Budget say? I am a consumer and not a politician. In
the Budget of 1999-2000, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the reformer and the
performer says with regard to import parity: ‘Currently, international and
domestic prices of crude oil and petroleum products are soft.” Mark the word
‘soft’. He further says: ‘It is, therefore, felt that raising some additional
revenue through this commodity would be an equitabie method of resource
mobilisation.” Well, that is the point. Then, why are you talking of import
parity and all that? If the price is soft internationally, what he proposes? “I
propose an additional duty of one rupee per litre on the domestic industry.”
When the internal price is soft, it is not Mr. Ram Naik, Mr. Yashwant Sinha
will come here and say, ‘One rupee per litre is soft.” And, when the
international price is very low there will be one rupee per litre extra. The
consumer does not know what the basic price is. Before that, he said, “I had
already levied one rupee per litre with effect from 2nd June, 1998.” So, from
1998-99, it is two rupees. Courtesy, the reformer and the performer! Then,
when the market becomes hard, from 83 dollars to 160 dollars, then Mr.
Naik comes here: “This is the import parity and so 1 put another three
tupcees.” This is how you are trying to fool the people. And how long can you
fool them?
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Then, I come to the next. What about this oil pool? Everyone is talking
about the oil pool. This is what has been told in the Fourth Report of the
Standing Committee on Petroleum and Chemicals. It was a Committee
wherein there were 45 members, inclusive of all parties. Some of them are
now ministers in your Cabinet. At page-8 it says, “The Committee regrets to

note that the Government allowed to accumulate oil pool deficit thereby
delaying payment of huge amount of Rs. 12,000 crores to oil sector PSUs.
The Government has assured the Committee that now onwards, deficit will
not be allowed to occur.’ This Government has assured the Committee that
oil pool deficit will not be allowed to occur. I think, it is a breach of
assurance. Further, the Committee says, “The Committee recommends that
the new concept of zero deficit should be ensured through enhanced
efficiency of the oil sector and not by increasing the prices of petroleum
products every now and then.” This is what you did in the name of oil pool
deficit! Why this oil pool deficit has occurred, despite this assurance to the
Standing Committee? This is my point.

The oil companies had some problem. They did not have money to even
import the crude oil, unless this price hike was effected. Is it not a point? It
is one of the points. It is your Government. I do not know whether you
know about cross holding of equity between oil companies. Who did it? It
was your Government. What was done? I do not know how many of the
Members are aware. In spite of having disinvestments, reasons were not
found proper. What was done is a big story.

The IOC will sell its shares to the ONGC and GAIL; the ONGC will sell
to the 10C. The IOC had to pay Rs. 2475 crores for buying shares of the
ONGC and the Gas Authority. The ONGC had to pay Rs. 1622 crores for
bying the shares of the IOC and the Gas Authority. The GOI had to pay
about Rs. 400 crores to buy the shares of the ONGC. The total comes to
more than Rs. 4000 crores. Your Finance Minister had no business to grab
this money of the oil companies. This has been done. Now they say that they
do not have money. Sir, as a result of this, the market capital valu; of these
companies has gone down. These are Government shares. This money
belonged to the oil companies. Who stopped them? In this very House, wh.en
the United Front Government was only three months old, late Mr. Satish
Agarwal had challenged, and challenged very correctly—we were with tl_le.m;
at that time, we were together, in spite of the fact that we were giving
support to that Government—and said that this amount of Rs 4000 crores
which belonged to the Oil Pool Account was a misappropriation of money
and the United Front Government must see that this money was again
appropriated. Have you appropriated that money that has been withdrawn by
the Finance Ministry from the Oil Pool Account? Or is it the case that when
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you are in the Opposition, you say something, and when you are on that side
of the House, you forget about it? What about the Oil Industry Development
Act, 19747 As per the OID Act, how much money has been collected and
how much money has been given to the petroleum sector? Sir, in its 7th
Report which was placed before the Parliament on 17th March 1999, the
Standing Committee on Pewroleumn and Chemicais recommended: “The
Commitiee specifically recommends that so far as the OID Act is concerned,
the Government must give back the money which was collected as cess under
the Oil Industry Development Aci.” On 31st March, 1998 this amount was
Rs. 3163 crores. This amount was coliecied under the Oil Industry Develop-
ment Act. Out of this only Rs. 902 crores. have been given for the
improvement of the oil sector. The Committee had quoted all this from the
Report of the CAG which says, “The funds generated from the cess, the cess
collected under the Oil Industry Development Act, 1974, are largely not
being applied for the purpose for which it is levied. The imposition of cess
itself loses much of its justification. “Why don’t you remove this cess? The
cess is Rs. 60 per tonne of crude oil produced. This money should go for the
deveiopment of the petroleum sector. But it has gone to your performers and
reformers, or, to the Consolidated Fund of India. Why do vou say that the
petroleum sector has not money when that money has not been utilised for
that particular sector? Now you say that this cess must be removed and the
consumer given that much relief. Who stops vou from doing that? If you
cannot reply 1o that, then, let the Finance Mimster or the Prime Minister
himself come and reply to it. So, Sir, this is the case about this money. 1
have aiready referred to the speeches regarding the options. Are they really
interested in the options; as a counuy, are they really interested in the
options? During the 8th Plan, we were drawing about 60 per cent of our
petroleum and oil products by import and the total value would be about
Rs. 28,000 or Rs. 30,000 crores or whatever it is. In the 9th Plan, are going
to depend on import to the tune of 70 per cent, which means 70 per cent of
oil will imported. This is the 9th Plan evaluation. Our oil production is not
increasing. It is decreasing from 32 million to 30 million. You know this. You
are talking of a nuclear deterrent.

5.060 P.M.

The other day, Mr. Murli Manohar Joshi very correctly said in the Lok
Sabha. Will you please aliowe me to quote from his speech made in the Lok

Sabha .... {Interruptions) .... ¥R ¥\ T8 T Wed & #a ghe, A R @
fea 0 § wAg #7 N F@ &, 98 A @@ A sk o 7@ gad, % of 9
fen i gn @ e oA ¥ . (SEER) ... 7, g @ @ waw A8 @ R e
TR W N ey T R AR e Y e A a2 w HeRd } e, R
SAfFA F 3 39 aem 3R 7@ ¥ Fo sk N2 On 15th July, 1996, I had
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given the report. Please ge through the proceedings. He had mentioned
about demand management. I had said here also. Yes, demand management
is one of the options. Do you really bother about these options? 70 per cent
imiport will do. You are talking about 2 nuclear deterrent. What is your oil
deterrent? If you are sorrounded by American ships for seven days, you will
not be in a position to have a war. You are talking about a nuclear deterrent.

But you are not talking as to what will be your oil deterrent. What is energy
audii? In that meeting, when the Deve Gowda Ministry raised the price, we
had proposed a mandatory energy audit. How many of your industrial friends
or advisers are having mandatory energy audit? Do they talk about it? They
ialk about it in their annual reports and show something. But do they do
annual energy audit at any time? Have you been talking about those
mandatory energy audits at all? You are depending 70 per cent on import. It
s not 2 question of rupee cost. It is known as peiro cost. We are bothered
about petro cost. Fifteen per cent population of this country can afford this
hike of 40 per cent. Those who support the Press, the TV, do not talk about
this. They know about it. They will not tatk. Then, what is happening in the
name of this? They can afford this 4045 per cent price hike. But the nation
cannot afford this petro cost. What is our petro cost? How are we saving?
What is our demand managemeni? You have s¢t an example, your new
rovernment have set an example, so far as peiro cost is concerned. Have
you done any energy audit for a Minister? How much petrol is required?
How much diesel is required? Energy audit means energy efficiency in every
office, in every company. How much energy vou are consuming? You have
increased your Minister to 70, with 26 Scecreiasies extra. This is the petro
audit!

MmN A REY RN TR Y g ol ¥ B g Gl e &, Wfae?
One air-conditioned bus has been provided to Parliament. My heart is
burning.
e et A A feohdier F W o ot Y @ SR ma T, W Am W, & Em
N m Md § W A A D feenier w et ¥ 70 R e, 3% ww Wi
¢s Ffred @ W, THEEYR Ye &) R soel ¥ R € uRg ¥, could you
not manage this country with 45 Ministers? With so many Ministers, so many
Secretaries, do you know how much diesel is used? # S 7
w1 @ WM B Al agw Wy ol W ww S W @ go ok A @ @
W ogw e % K ' w1 omEm f ¥ I will quote from Mr. Jaswant
Singl’s speech made in Lok Sabha on 15th July, 1996. Of course, he was
ihe Chairman of the Standing Committee on Energy, he was my
Chairman. 1 have great regard for him. He said, “There are two issues

involved. Fjrstly, whether the refererice 10 noting on files is a matter that
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should be discussed or not. The second thing is that I have been asked by my
senior colieague as to whether I had made any recommenation of this nature
of a sudden steep hike. No, Sir. I certainly expressed my grave concern at
the deteriorating situation that the deficit would go up to Rs. 11 thousand
plus crores. So, Sir, Shri Jaswant Singh as the Finance Minister for thirteen
days had at that time expressed his anxiety that the Oil Pool deficit might go
up to Rs. 11,000 crores. But, then what did he say? “It is an estimate”.
Certainly, it was on record, that if corrective action was not taken, the
situation would be difficult. But that corrective action will be a 30% hike was
certainly not a part of our noting. We would have found out alternatives of
doing it, not doing it on the eve of the Budget Session of Parliament. You
said you had a set of options. I woul like to know, what has happened to
those options. If those options are only in your pocket, please expose them
to us, what options you had at tha* time, in 1996, that oil pool deficit of
Rs. 11,000 crores could have been managed without a price hike which the
United Front Government had to do. This is the credibility. If we cannot do
it, we have meetings, we have debates, we have discussions, we have
performers, reformers. There is no idea. There is no reason why we should
have this 40% hike. If 163 dollars was the international price in 1997, and,
today, it is 167 dollars again, either you should have the courage to say “we
have resource problems; my reformer and performer has put the country in
such a way that the rupee has been devalued”. This is what the point is. The
import duty value has increased. You should have said, “I have no other way
to earn revenue and this is the way I have to earn the revenue”. If rEsource
mobilization was the pcint, why don’t you seek the help of your advisors’
Rs. 45,000 crores worth of non-performing assests are there. Can’t you have
the list of those dodgers? Ask them to give the money. Whatever they have
taken from the banks, can’t you get that money back? You should tell them
that this is bank’s money. Your Government has given the bail-out package
to these companies who have diverted the money. Mr. Naik, in your
Mumbai, money has been diverted. Money is taken out of the stee] sector.
Rs. 99 crores have been diverted and those fellows have been given a bail out
package of Rs. 5400 crores. You can bail out the steel sector, you can bail
out the telecom sector, you can bail out all these industrialists. But when the
question of money comes, you say, “1 do not have the money”. You have
raised this money by way of increasing Rs. 3 per litre in diesel. Is this the
only alternative way of resource mobilization? You said, “We have no other
way”. You should say, “We are industry-friendly and we can do anything at
the cost of the poor; and we remember the poor only when the election
comes; and at that time, we have our own signals”. But you have no business
to talk about import parity, budget and other things to justify this price hike.
This price hike in diesel is a source of mobilization at the cost of poor,
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people, leaving out the rich, which is an atrocity. This must be reviewed.
Thank you, Sir.

it TUfHYA WeE (99 1Y) IENEE KARd, W e 3 o W fawa W
o 8 W@ & fTew TR 39 30 AW T R U W 2 | Aekd, WER Y | F4 6
B ATE- ¥ TR 8 W I ¥ v dve b oW s ¥ ok dew ¥ Tm
TG ¥ TR F 6,600 TS TIY F T N | WATT, TN IR T 3@ HR §9 29
¥ TS A R e F W e ¥ R oRR S @ R, SR W SR S
T T

weieg, A & A, W, SH, Yo, TTH, faamR o HaeE T % ®9 § 98
FER o, R @ T A R 9 T SR W 39 9 A Sl 99 R @) )
W oA fr Shemw ¥ T i Frbe e ?, 6 ada ¥ A frd e 9 ot ol
5 a0@ A Ad T8 A A Tw 5@ Ru) 38 f3 2m R 7@ | fa ok o s
oo F WE N1 | T WG FEH T WER A fofa e fF Q-em 3 o @
FE B F I, T W I H g i femm @ st w & T Awen @ @
s 1 3R e SRR @ ) WR T vE Y S N gl ¥ we R R el e
e W W R IEF I T ST TEY WE 9P R 3R wed W wwE wer e
Fram sl & SR | Joaeh 98 WA ¥ SRR R e 9E W g S A g
¥ 9g0 3@ 1 Fr R @ e T T afin ) qa-e ol wse-aRR @ N
o Y T ¥ SR dow & v W A I off o R, R W T
T8 IS A A€ € | 3T R SR TEW A €, IR gg SRR sa R, 52 S
AR we & A U AW GEEE VA T | SR GoR A TS G/ ] A guam 7 F
FR 921, A THE I F FR 9L WRF G F 0 dgA ¥ 3 396w 3R 35w
& N I ¥ 3G gy o wE # g @ Al SwEw @ AR Tl HE I W
g |

# mer s A o § ok wer w2 WA A A A ) onh 79 A s
aEETR F IR Tg W GE W T | TR 9 WR¥ F IW o 3@ & A ad
F AE TR | AW GEEE ® FEd W92 @ 7 i sehn o framl | @R R @
T WY oF o € oK TR d9el W T w3 T R ¥ W W R o I8
S = T 1100 ¥4 Sk 1200 TU fEet o5 TR feEl @ R | fF o
@ Y W o wNdR qea Fifia R § ae 835 T e € ol o v W §
ifedf # S 400 T & WiE W fodk @ €| 39 wHR F T o | §W TER TG W
P el 7R @ TR @ A SWH PR R wEA TE g IR @ F of e
8 9 T fre W & AW Gl O O F M Sig ® € S IEE oW wd
F TR Y€ BN B TR IE R agE o D B uE T QA I W | W
AR WE I wgg oS M TN F fRU §) 124 TER WO TR A1
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sty SR § g F W9 9g TN 163, IR WY 33 wfava g afg : A1 s
g 33 hrem i afg &5 & A S F e D F9e o T S TE a9 wEa o
mm gEl W v A dfe &8 @ ol gw afg @ g S om e R w } & e
fFEM Rl % T G SO & iR A" 3EE wd W HeE eUT | IWE T a1 S5
99 A I R, IEF a9 | g B 1 R 9 2AaafE % FEO AR @ g3 &
2 IR 9 F wE A A of IGH FH THEE g ¢ H W A 9w oFhY Fn
aed & fREl ¥ foa § 39 A 38 9 fola A R S St 3 w1 R o
9 9§ A 0 T Al R WA w5 Tee o 33 €, 3=%A ot #w 81 R
g R A 60 & 92 o7 T 9 ¥ gHN & fawm @ smom ) wifE 35 o
S & 99 9O & 3R 9E UR W F FW wn A e off sww fifwa s @
S| A S # afg F Qe y9E B ARE A9 F TR IER-FEIER 9em 1
& 39 WeA ¥ 3o @ wen =T 6w Sfean i Sh @w &3 R, fewet e e
Ay FH W G NI F YA F HY T FH F gEE

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA REDDY {(Andhra Pradesh): Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, the recent steep hike in diesel price is a very scrious
matter. It is a serious matter for the Government because there was no
alternative to reduce the oil pool deficit except to hike the price of diesel. It
is also a serious matter for people bucause it increases their hardships and
makes their lives miserable. The Government have effected hike only on
diesel price, but this hike is so powcerful that it had a cascading eftect on all
the consumer goods, including foodgrains, vegetables, freight tariff and
passenger tariff. We understand and appreciate the reasons for this steep
hike. But we are unable to appreciate the manner in which it has been donc.
One, the Government should not have taken this decision so hurriedly, cven
when the verdict of the people was in ballot boxes and could have waited for
some more days. Two, the hike at a stretch was a painful decision. 1t could
have been cffected in 3 or 4 instalments. Three, the Government covld have
tld the nation the neccessity and the compulsion of hike and coul! huve
discussed with political parties. The demand for diesel consumption iy hkely
to go up from 37.5 million tones in 1998-99 to 40 million tones during the
current financial year. 1 believe that more than 30 per cent of petrol and
diesel is consumed by the Governcmnt vehicles. Vehicles are provided to the
Government officials for discharging their official duties, but we find these
Government vehicles at the Government schools, private schools, shopping
centres, vegetable markets, cine theatres, hotels and sometinics ncar bars
also. I request the hon. Minister to give a serious thought and try to reduce
the use of Government vchicles for private purposcs.

Whencver there is an incrcasc in the oil price in the international market,
the Government resorts to an increase in the oil price in the country. Instead
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of doing that, the Government should consider other measures like increasing
the domestic oil production and reduce imports, as much as pocssible.

I also request the Government to seriously consider supplying diesel, at
least, to the public transport vehicles on subsidy, on par with other items,
through the public distribution system so that poor people are not affected
with the hike.

There are indications that the LPG price would also be increased. Our
State Government is in the mid-way of providing 10 lakh LPG gas
connections to the poor families living in the rural areas. Thereforc, 1 would
appeal to the Government not to hike the price of LPG and kerosene.

o W B A (W RW): ITATEY i, WE AR T @ R T A, R
NAVWHF AN, W RN FFAF FU SN @D, w9 F FH A oEN)
g Brafaa ocl wft, W TR O@), T s fore S afew ) R & fae Saa
T W, T F O BN, ToE deH O A T a1 @ 2 @ we R
e W TS @ W B @? R Ao A T @ @2 weER @ A @ @ 4R
AW e Tow 2 how A A e A B R
s 3, Suw faw W 3@ 8 F 9 W) & @ B0 ag PR R

Eed, ek AR @ W A W@ [ Qedoune el 3 w4 AQ @ owww g
SR R W ¢, Ff gEwes R N A m ae A @ Wl ¢ A
I @ S W R, v s ol A ) e e uitfarie wew ¥ R
i v VR ge o ¥ WES W AN F W F o X @ @ ok aw o
- B @ T FE 9 T ol 3l e s B @1 st o 9 an id ) '
&0 B @ T A WO B o 0 A Afee i T 9 99 A & yweTa
F1 9T T @ A ) T IE@ 9 5 R /2 A @ wd € - et A
ATARE SRAZ Wy A TR A W@ 2 $9 ad W ¢, T2 99 @
A o Rl ¥ ama I ged ¥ T 2w ¥ Rfean wgdl 7 oI w5 )o@
HAd # ¢ A &9 A8 IR FW HL 3R TorE T A R, HHG A qgH 92, 3@
o T I T TR °F A A9 a® T F F | e FW e afeg) ovR wE
ol W O R Y T G & @ 30 A-dF A 9N F A H W A & | TR
foe & a1l TR % 9T § i e T W F wd @ o oftee # R
om w8 B wfgn ofE e & 9 e T R, gE 537 @iEel W 70 st ¥ el
gerag o 288 fyarad ® 70 TR T A FA RN FA Fe @ T GF fFER T 324
o W 77 W A q@ A el ? @ wgg W @ ¥ A R
d....(omEeF) ¥ oA T |} v € ool oftwg § o @ Fen ww an
afgq I.... (STaaH)..

s P =l (7w Ry): g f g F g G § e SR (FEa)
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sit w9 fra dem: ¥ A i o § W vy @ 5 }) ok o 9w R wom S
T L. (SaUH) ...

Mt qror o=l Flm a e Wl w@ .. (TEgA) .

st T firg Wam: @ d@i9e Q@ F @ O ¥ v f oRan feeeh § A8 we ¥ 3%
ook # #r 3¢ @R 9fen it 3I¥ dive aw fen | oF qfar ¥ qfd-uet 3l &
a2 ¥ IR ITF TH & P A W e T A T e F (IRYH I W
A R =ifed) 3y sl & o B ST B GA € R W w0 £ e sw o
Yewa T fafafies | &9 & & 58 R wmw & @ ol & e fF gua fmar @2
o ) T A W g I W A

awray (M gt fafla): w8 & m vhem SR simd wmen fany

siadft Fwoen fmg (fen): Syoraw @iy, ow aga ad g ¥ ol #E ww @
ol woht ¥ wg @ IR TR B A @ ¥ e § 1 F [ A B Qe T
aght | g AR St W A GHER agT TR0 T | R v e % aga A % A
o 3%k Wy e i X e g7 @ ) e wifewr A e A T ww I R
A e R SewE @ @02 ok fieh 2w A o & 3R o e @ @
I FA €1 e F T8 2 e TR F Ao 3iRw &3 @ wlew vga @ ok
3N uEE A FE ¥ I F R W e Wlew gz @ a3 R e wwEr 3R
& e i & o & & ot s amar Rfem Wewd @ & agd W
AT RN A TG G R @A A R oF A @
e §3a 12 I B fra o AT I IWE Feww E BN T GEA ¥ 9R T @
g 9q % R 1 o) @9 TR A UR 9N wu A O ¥ §fg @ v ¥ we el
&H@l 3 w0 Do @ g § W S F A W e g9 92 g% @ § R
e a6l & Fegy ag T 3R S A TRE IR & fAg BN o IO & SW
T A ¥, e IS JONE F I IGF SO W G WA F T a2h | M dk
W IR FE W GHA & F o A W S ofved B weear & e augeg
s 3, o wER Awd-al W ¥ W A R wee qu % dm ¥ fere wee
fma & s erit 1 el =l & e N wun v 2 W% QL 9 T IR
o FE AR A @ 38 A el & # ¥ faa faore aifen 3e faereh
F IR 78 AN 2 afz F I} fagn W #H 99 F% T 2 gen AmER fufmy
Rz § wafF I ¥ 7 @, o & @ dmar ) R 0% 9@ S FE Jerh
7 farht, dn o T RAm, 7w e ¥ FER F P B @R mY F aw@
9 T T § W W W 9 W e ¥ e @ den gm gen 3 e e
e @ & 7@ wem R, FOEA ¥ g e T ¥ = W Y ST FR TET 2§
FETAY T T F Y A FA R W W Hew ba R Fow o &
g 20 F 33 9fvA T W OGRE FR 3G 19 AV FH 8 T R Sve o e
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FEERA) oFD TH 2 e ¥ U FES BN N D @ 2w Ry @ 25 vk
HAN A W W & 39 W & Raarawie & g Fdisn & fF were do She & ek
FH T T WER F IRY FE ¥ 3@ e @ S If wemw sHa F SfieT ¥
FE1 B § TEieY SuH wHa H f wehifRRe W™ % Ted #H W gl & 1 Aden
2 A vea R fREEl ¥ IOy, SR-BR vRd ¥ w4 A R R vl ¥ W A
Al w1 & RFFerl 9 a1 v FE @ § | e /S e ¥ < va § W@
A, ME-mE gm W@ @ A = e g@ Al 3w F e ge faeel w1 an I W
@ ¥ faach o ) frael B F @ X faoel fearl 9 fed & B 3 R, ad o
T8 & wa ¥ 2 A9e wEh W ® @i gz @ IR Ad w1 Fm = vma d 1 B
¥ FW ¥ fog S B S 2, 9 PR W I R oW o o Rem @ 9 A
PR N e BT g2 & ab T @ W A TIE A qen 21 I FWH TE
w5 ol 3 o 21§ o v e saen S R FEdtIR F AR ¥ w o
IR THY QAR A TR UL A A 9. SA = QM T 9@ T R R AR
Jgad o 3fte fae TAR 9@ 9 TN ¥ AR ¥ www 4 H faw e ¥ A wEN
Ffvad &9 @ 360 *19 A §59 ¢ | T€ F190 4 ¥ & SR =@ o g1 8 | IE
doet # wE@ T ah | afe JUATA U BH W W €, JEOSTH wh U T
gz 3 QA Vol S a2, 3 Q R o1 WAl € Wi g i | SN TR faRm ¥ wEm
{ W 55-60 FRAHIE R g0 W T e gHE & N, Adw A N Ffesdd T oma B
¢ § 920 TR F Y g9 o 1 A 39 A® ¥ I IE@ F A, RG g, qu A
7% H ol ¥ IR 31 Q e g IR WO, 36 a1 fecial age W 3w | fisemn
T gera 2 ) I9W A9 W @ad F F AN ) o weft ¥ Fa fE 3 @ F A% 36
@Y 9g W1 § | I6H @Y 9gd Q1 & 98 a9Ed TE AN ¥1 FEb aR F g
T, gan I8 9% TR 3w A worm s B A | ¥ aga Rl ve sowse 7 ot si w
¥ Al ¥ g2 S @ e fren | ¥ qong ofit oy el @ 1 =@ A Fwn, gee # fE
e T RS i A 1 v ¥ whweRa o€ & R @ e F E@d@ e
TR o, TN dU) N 3N A TR R A I AW T R o @ R I
TN Y F G ITH 9% 9N L A0 ¢ 9N S Wik B @ WA Inw T
Frpeial 81 %7 & Hdold 48 & fh @ WFR Fl HOT9Ued 3R §F o T,
dfirreRe R T JE W W@ 9 fus e @ R woaF, @ 5 =@
oF O U R O W e g 9 2 i sed S W eR g @9 ot 9 R
g 21 T A | o AhE 9 F T W2 W gsar €, 3R @ gga @ ol
Y IEH Y AE A

a0 § ot 39 faen % 9 ¥ o 9@ Te 9o aRd § R 9 geel T 1988 B
o 7 o ol IW T g R A A R @ Hi faen ) 99 et fE aw W
&F 16 WX S FAA N W A T TR TA TGS a g o 7w 3 o anaw
2| 30% g0 G9A T A FE & o G €| THI A Wik oW ¥ ¥W o Afkdl
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AN R T 9d ¥ 1 ) R e s W A R G ? BER g8 @ @ O F o
21 3¢ o AR B, F faush S F TR o, W T o ok ore it gEd wWaEn
R W do W ) TR %1 ofl TN B o G F UF o B 2w ¥ 4
IR PO WEAY FH F I ¢ @R T I 78 R R e vy a0 % e
f}ugaﬁ{lﬂﬁ:amﬁrﬁﬂqﬁnﬁﬁraﬁéaﬁgnmmﬁwhgﬁa%m@@
Id 9% w2 afp o o A ved e o

. ot @ g (feR): 3Ty HERd, 9 i Fiat o aweE 3fg 39w
& va B qu <w 379 7 1 Rome S| IR S AR @ o1 | g 6 9ReTe ST
F 9 A R R T gfom Q@ 3w W R o, fREET o el # wEE 7 F g
I F Fidl ¥ 35 wfawd # ofg W | g8 3UH GE FW I H A dgH F
ot § @ e ?1 O et gud T 3 T R | gafe T wEr e el
e ) wER R, uE FeY & #E fEw R fgan @ 9T B 1@ 21w, e
3 fad dfteen & fou afes forael & fog SR-R SN ¥ fom s ==, da wd &
forg el 1 oit 78 @@ 9 ¥ wfea @ @ ) SgEIE WRICT, AT 4R T€ @R
AP frar W2 sh o @ ¥ & w9 ot g F wva w8l Ts W 21 A
gt 3fg 1 TV FA W 9T @ ] SN fadka wreiel @ w1 @1 R 2 F e # o
T M T § A ke Aot @ @ # )1 v sefoe @ @ @ i 9w wER el
Y Y A TER T | T8 AR G TR ¢ 3 30 WER I ged gwe 319 W5l
§Ta e 3 gufe & e @ wed § o fFeE wm ol den Senes e # )
S 2% 6000 B9 ¥ A9 Fan 2w F fAm G # N9 @ oW o9 @Y FY 9000
F3 7% 9REEA F AIeRR W @ &1 S wER fREA % g Iafed shen afedt ¥ e
2, freH % w1y o $B A W1 ¢, 9€ Giel g1y 999 37 W 8 | 9 HE % 9 R
TRy, Gk e AW ATER A I F R RIA @ @ i oa @
1 agEl SMeditedle ¥ i WE @ & gou IfE F F U @ w1 39 ww AW A
7€ frar? R o TF A I/ 9O | IW UG W H 9 O A o S I|
o g ¥ &g 8 791, 39 §HY QW & "1l 9 @ 98 | gafee fEi 93 A
fe ST AT 3T Y TR T Wl Rl T A G St A 36 WA W S
3R R ¥ R o AW A TER GH A O # e @ SR | IR T, S
s ey F o1 whd R T 92 98 TS A8 FE 1 Gkl § 1 FH 8 &E
s aeE S @ W gfew TeEift @ R @ W S oS wwd ) F Feae g
st 35 2Ed A F® @ & fF 9d9F TWER T HFER F T W A WS F 9 R o
g ¥ 1 g ATE MW Y aTHE 1 Wed ¥ R 9r fRew e, e foRd w3
A F T FH R IH R W H A A A B @ ¥ 3ud qw @il o wmaw
ww A T A § TR O R € 6 [ EW aden % fo dur R s 3w
TR T oY SV @ OV I HE A 7 v R, S o o T ue,
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o T P, B T W W g T 8, IHE A fofad srqen s wwiva
07 | 3w A A ¥R ) A e A AW R, 9 Tegl A W R, AT @ W
t W iR arde w0 ¥ 5 o = W A ® s R W # o @l § reew

w4 ¥ fog) wga ag@ o=ER)

sft aefa dht (ver Rw): TR STETas R, s g R ey T
w9y o | T e W AR T A R T e i Y F W W A e QR
NRPITRIBRAFTAIRNBF IR R IR =
TR I IGF T A5 N At W ) e B B = 73 7w, W W wHE
e W 9 T T A H fiven } aw 39 ol X Xan }, w9 w3 2@ ¥ S w0
ad ¥ AR R W} fadm PR FE R § R AW & Am aned 7 I e §
fr T S 9 03 T & W sl W I W AW WY R, A W T A9 2 fama
Fa 78 w7 R Fva ad 7ga @ Sfoa wH W I fF g@ awm w0 2 W
gt Y wER A o ¥ @ wwET F W W wgn 7, 18 uE whhRia s w
T ¥z @ EfaeR o1, o Saen o wfed | e W @ T R R qurEl @ e
¥ e T A, & @ A A Fede B of SR X @ T @ sk wgn afvenfE 3
9t & R ol R EER FE 9T T A9 SR &R, R 9% F8a ¥ o
F ara| T B, 39 AR AN W N TEF qU-Aw  FRmm R @ w®
R % @ R 31 @ R oK wam S W b o @ R, wr 7€ i wIR Pl o o¥h
sk F3r fofg Y o3| am e TR R 9 o § 3k weedeste w R F Ak
TR Wgm | R ¥ v 2RwA e A 3- gy o K frem w0, T an w0
A a8 @ IR & 3E% I ¥ IR G AW e €1 I 7 W A S
wiE N @ R A 3H GeA & A% ¥, GOz H W w3 § o #E 7 o\ dmen
F el A AR % fag ofus a7 A 9 B @ Torifes ad— e
AR AR TT R R WA R S TS W FE AT ADAE
i el IR S TR R @ I R w
frem ¥ ¥ et g 98 @91 @1 gl STETaE TRRE, a9 R 9 €, e R
mﬁ%m&mzz@hﬁm@nﬁéﬁuﬁmwmﬁﬁﬂﬂmm
& 2 TR AW B W W@ ¥

R Tgt W TEEst 3 N wE WA e ¥ IR aga iRa R g A9 FEA
IEH SR TR W o ¥, itz W R ¥ R a9 @ 1 I wRAwE H0) |
AfF amHE AU T ¢ B IR A F ww g -] W, MW A 2 WA A
FH B e T € 3R T g R e meh @ @ ¥ ok e g oww A wh
TR NI TR A W@ ) R e wEt D ¥ oA 22 T RRe E
e aht B ¥ g G ¥ TR A, WM F gled ¥ ad F 3w * g A
feeh & aom & ¥ 48 faoar o)
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AR TE IGER N R SUH 29 H L 2w NUR @ IWN T TH B wzaa
a*mﬁﬁé@aﬁzm%mﬁﬁaﬁ%&;ﬁaﬁmwfmwﬁgﬁ
wg Afew FEr S 3 I @ g e fom ) segar) &) fouforl @ @ 2w
g7 49 o fF &8 IRy #, RO e O aed # o3 F oo A sk
9 F E fF g e #33 w9 2 $E w18 w1 w1 AR ST 9l wS o
¥ W A ol el o afe Bd of o gew e of o gt ¥ wm e aw
FATER Afew @i O I9F TIAT T fF I foew v # 3@ o+ A 2 fea =@
oS T Wh W W N ;g T W’ W wg o ¥ age FW ey oM e |
ofeFd ¥ U%-4) fe ORI &0 9 R @ e, #H @ al @ @ wfas
T Ao e wE @ U F s Sy Am & @ I weR R e of agi
FHHA ¥ I U D A 100 T 9 fAet = AR @ f @ @l o af
g WA F AP F i A TIN AP wIAS W IS qW A I THA THE @ A
afFa @lie # ) wefom wm 9% 3z @ T

sl 9 4d A o feeh F g R ven Afea W T A G e aew B am
-2 T V0| W FRW 97 T8 R REAT @ et @i aen #i A€ el F 9=
G % v T aeh 1 w0 B w0 ofent B Bt gz T ¥ g 9 @ B
a3 ¥ 7 fmas ggm gen ¥ 3R 3gF Am R 9 R ¥ IEE IR AR rme R
AT G2?

U U A 39 wEmiEn Upefa St @ aRed € 5 dw # o fafy e e R
Ao 21 3 @ @ wR wwm Fmn A A 2, fiie R N HE & %
A Tedfs A R Fweey ¥ o EE W ¥kd 2 A 9= gwefa ¥

U TR FIE & HUE W1 O] WGE a1 8 F 3 a0 3 o0 fF A W '
Fg a% Fe YN W@ F GE qe fadm el wome @ @@ R gm R @ sy
& Gy sE g weRde W fgun X @ ¥ s-Iwm ¥ 9 wfeRd amg &6
3% FadF 3 NIEE IRV W ¥ o FRW Y Fu A # IER T w@a afe

ITAY TERE, 9 i @Ya ag w9 ae ey a fofse S A mea @
agdl aft wwh | ge F F9 A @ aret @ A I frwn # afe a9 sy 9o
4 THE SUE e ¥ v R oW W & g O v gea A gt Gafem e
afer 5 A R M TR ® 9 Ty T oI g A # e o 1 '
@ ) ant $ wa vfe wER D @ R e T R, fRam amifee 3w @
2w g ¥ fram difga ¥ a9 wRY SIS W THE ¥ W H9 A FW 0E 9
J oM gA ® 9 Q@ W I @ ¥ faoe @ wd ¥ R e # e s 5
RE ¥ 5T 3N S F 9o W [ I FH A svren IR ST F9F AWM A 3
fym 3t S ¥ & ¥ ou W faww R f oontfas offw ofus e ¥ g
gz | 3R FE @ ) TEFR A TR T Ry A @, AR IR R A A, IR
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ame F R, Foled A @, FE A A, T GHEA F GEA FA 3 FHaw F Rl
d1 B S| e AfE F wRo 9 wW A ea €1 o9 S 35 wfaw s
R 9% 9Ed WG B oW ERER #, FW YA ONE F ¢, oW ¥ ¥ W
35wy sgE AN fRAA F W, 9 IO F W W aeH agl fEm @
IW W AR FREER FA AN FlE A T G99 WRE H & WA
3 aen } o we-a.. (WEWrF) WiF W oW oAl gwd H W 1 @ ¥ &
T & 6 e fedfedie <@ A€ € A o9 4wl A€ B+ e @ favwd ¥ g
ga 3o faen ®) gEfem & wma g fe el el @ R, oomfEl s @)
AT TN R T W F G § & T IR F e FEE | IR a7 Hee @
oo B R W@ A fR o S gm T w ¥ R IF A oE

werd, § @wd drer % Wy oifam a Fw @ g, wga el F wy fem wow g
ff 939 T wfel 3 g sfvae % e e T e w1 ol 9 A Fw o fF R
F1 3l G G4 B I A T o, fFA SaTell g9 @M g | a9’ Fed ¥ 79 W 3N
43 84 9% WEHd T8 A Rk #8 # faum o R o 3 el T @ @ am /b
azrn? Ml ga F 2m TEi we s o el R EER IR A A A g @
TH A I G T o B A A9 WG AR T qGR | AT T A b A I A A
FAZ T FN F F T il B T R faEe S a9 wm AE e a

A ITETEy Taed, # iR R o @ feeA w1 9w § @ i i
3 faur A o TR fofe @ @R % @ FEd ) ufed ' 9, 99 dad ®
I A Y A e ek 3w W fEfEw guva ® % o 39 gER W F0-§-0
e fFd-a-fad dh o v=rEe 23 3 v SR EH ¢ TERY, 3 Y g mmy fom
9 F oFgd A & UHER |

DR. (SMT.) JOYASREE GOSWAMI MAHANTA (Assam): Sir, I would
like to share my views with other hon’ble Members of different parties in this
August House. Sir, Assam is a pctroleum-producing State. From time
immemorial, we have been demanding an increase in the rate of rovalty. It
has also been revised from time to time. but the ratio has not been
maintaincd. Many a time, there is a nse in the price nise of petroleum
products, dicsel and petrol but the ratio is not maintained. After repeated
demands, only sometimes, the royalty is revised. Sccondly, Sir, cighty per
cent of the people of Assam are farmers. And Assam is also a flood-prone
State. Every year, atleast four-five times it is affected by floods. The people
here have no source of income, other thar agriculture. So, they arc already
very poor, and this steep hike in the diesel price will prove very much
dreadful for the people of Assam. My third point, Sir, is, that the people of
Assam and the North-Eastern region have to cntirely depend on the
roadwayvs for transport. Railways arc not available everywhere and the arcas
are also hilly. So, Sir, we are fully dependent on the roadways, the trucks
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and all those means of transport. So this steep hike in the diesel price bas
created another problem for us. The people of the North-Eastern region have
been the worst affected by this hike. Next. Sir. our hon'ble Mimister
concerned is present here, T would say that the capacity of Assam refinerics
is very mcagre. So, this has to be scen and the Government of India should
consider the wholc thing. so far as North-Eastern region i concerned,
because we are supplying crude oils to different parts of India, tulfilling the
nceds of other State refinerics, through il pipelines. But in our State. the
refineries have a low capacity. This is one important point, Sir. 1 would urge
upon the Government on behalf of mv partv. the Asom Gana Parishad.
on bechalf of the people of Assam 1o do their best in revising the crude oil
rovalty. Also the prices of diesel and other petroleum products should be
subsidized for the State of Assam and the North-Eastern region. That s ali.
Sir.

st T fig AR (IR WRV): ITEEMEE TEEd, s #H R QG F ged
afg W 7g == @ W@ ¥ AR aferdi 7w W FH fawm A we A R we g
dEE A A G F RS § WER A FER & W ) § @@ |8 9 6mE F0
TE R fF R AF A QI YS9 F g B afg o R 99 @ aw ¥ g @
® 9, gaeH % qum a1g, JEiE gRong o7 g 6, U8 oWy ¥ S9id % g ° afg
# fAfya w1 § 2w 4 w3 9 9% 98 WA ¥, oo @ W am 3ute €, % 9y
3 gaT B 1 THE g A F R R WA ) Ow A% A9 o, 3R 3 @ 9 T W
3@ v ow faam @ oW

JUEYIEY SRR, BH SUTH WOTH ¥ OGRT O hEW 98d § oo @ 7w H, S
39 A ¥, 80 FIEA @M wm W snwfa ¥ 3w oEw A, el § S el o e A
g 2, femEm w fram, 96 w1 R @ R, 9 F ave § W & g i T owm
qgmn 1 a7 Fasell % fau Au n faset wm oA em w @ ¥, ol ® wa wE e T
2 o X e w1 ) U fefa @ frmm 3 @ S SR wte ¥ e @W W AE R
aPn 3T 3@ G # SN @7l g WA € 3@ FH I KL AN W G, ¥W IIF
qem @ oFw F 9rd 8 fF e afE @ ) 35 ofave # d9e F 9o § afg #
T ®, UYMW FEH 9WE ¢ gW g 70 sfavd wewg @ W geu Wi @ fagd
afal g ? MR W a9 W W A W A W GEEm A

IFENEY TEEE, vH A1 98 VH ¢ fR R a0F @ SRR g0 W &1 90 w1 F
fom €9t & gea § afg 91 T}, S 39 o weRl 3 99l A, wifea e . ad
21 FE WO 3 @M B arTF mam 8 @ w0 9ea } fEosre o e ®
Ferdl ¥ FUEA U F, F F I F O wEA 3 39 I0F | e # gen afg &
T & g A, Ml T F, SEE gaIe # g WA § 9 e off FifE JER
oEfden # @a FAE R, W THAY TR IR FER B @ TR B, 9N TR TR TER
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& sRen %0 Ta B G g0 @ A I A 73 W@ L o @ B W@ g g WA
™| 9% UF FTINUR I ITk Y, INH Nl F Wy W AW F Agm wA F
mum {3k h WEm A wER A, fF WER 3 W 9% I9d W g of B R S
amg &, R & am T F TEd R D!

W F UY gHER, Iy TRl |
SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman,

Sir, actually nobody likes the increase in the price of any commodity, leave
aside diesel. But when the circumstances pressurise us and when there is no
other alternative, then we have to yield. Earlier the Oil Pool Account was in
surplus. If you go through the budget, vou will find as to how much amount
was actually in surplus in the Oil Pool Account which was shown in the
revenue account of the budget to show the minimum fiscal deficit. That has
also happened. This was also experienced. Since we have to pay enormous
amount for the import of oil, whether the Government is willing or not, they
have been forced to pay that amount. That is one reason. However, if any
possibility arises due to the international situation or due to any other reason,
the hon. Minister will be the first person to reduce the price of diesel. That is
my hope. (Interruptions) My friend is also supplementing me.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today [ rise here to reply to some accusations
leveled by the hon. Member, Shri Margabandu. When he was speaking a
little while earlier, he tricd his best to mislead the House by giving somc
incorrect statistics and worng information. He unnecessarily used the words
‘vested interests.’ The observation made by the hon. Member is untrue and
unwarranted. Therefore I totally reject the accusation made against the
Government of Tamil Nadu. Since he has leveled these accusations, it is my
duty to set the record straight. 1 would like to give some information to the
House. Sir, kindly bear with me. He made two observations, one regarding
the hike in bus fare and, two, regarding the hike in cement price in Tamil
Nadu. I would like to state here as to how much is the hike in bus farc and
what is the price of cement prevailing in Tamil Nadu. The hon. Member said
that after the hike in diesel prices, the bus fare in Tamil Nadu was increased

by 60 per cent. It is not so. In the casc of mofussil ordinary buses, the fare
has been enhanced by 18 paise to 22 paise per kilometer. In the case of
ordinary buses, the fare has been increased by 19 paise to 23 paise per
kilometer. In the case of express buses, it has been increased by 20 paise to
25 paise. In the case of express super deluxe buses, it has been increased by
25 paise 10 30 paise per kilometer. In the case of AC express buses, the fare
has been increased by 45 paise to 50 paise per kilometer. In the case of
express buses, the fare has been enhanced by 25 paise to 30 paise per
kilometer. In the case of super deluxe buses the fare has been increase by 30
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paise to 35 paise per kilometer. It clearly shows that the accusation made by
the hon. Member is callous and unfounded. Apart from this, we have 1o
incur a loss of Rs. 170 crores due to the public transport system.

The hon. Member also mentioned that there is huge hike in the price of
cement in Tamil Nadu. This accusation is totally incorrect. Sir, either he
should have substantiated his accusation or he should not have made this
accusation. Actually, he has made this accusation without knowing truth. 1
would like to made a comparison between the price of cement in Tamil Nadu
and the price of cement in Kerala and Trivandrum. In Kerala and
Trivandrum, the price of cement was Rs. 140~ to Rs. 150~ per bag in
January, 1999. Now the price is Rs. 160~ to Rs. 185- per bag. In
Calicut....(Interruptions).

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): Sir,.....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Ravi, please take
your seat.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVIL Sir, I am on a different point. The hon.
Member is misleading the House. Kerala is a captive market of Indian

cement.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Virumbi, kindly
confine to your own State.
6.00 P.M

I gave you a chance because of the fact that while Mr. Margabandu was
speaking, you said that those were wrong remarks....(Interruptions).

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: What he has accused...(Interruptions)
What he has accused is that in Tamil Nadu alone, the price is increasing.
Kindly allow me...(Interrupiions)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: While defending your State, don’t drag in my
State.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I must first say about the prices in
Tamil Nadu, and then compare it with the prices in other States. The
accusation is that, in Tamil Nadu alone the prices are high. I am bound to

cmpare...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I gave you time to
speak about your State alone.
SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: This is the Council of States. We can
talk about the other State also....
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no. Whatever
Mr. Margabandu has stated regarding cement prices, you explain what thc
position in your State is...(Interruptions) ....

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Sir, you remove that accusation....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You submit what you
have to say about your state...(Interruptions)

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He has made an accusation, but you
arc not allowing me to respond...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): No, no; it is not a
question of...(Interruptions)

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: 1 am a bit hurt....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): I just told you that I
would give you a chance to defend yourself on this point when you speak.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: In Tamil Nadu, in January, 1999, the
price of cement per bag ranged from Rs.135 to Rs.150. Then, in September,
1999, it ranged from Rs. 155 to Rs.175. The price varied depending on the
quality of the cement. In Trichy, the price varied between Rs. 160 and Rs.
175; and in Madurai, it was between Rs. 160 and Rs. 180...(Interruptions).

SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI (Kerala): Sir, what is the topic of
this discussion?

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Mr. Pillai, you may not know it. It
will have its reflection in Tamil Nadu. It will not have its reflection in
Kerala...(Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: Sir, the Minister will be very happy as
the topic has derailed from oil to cement,

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: He said that the prices have been
increased recently. Sir, in Tamil Nadu, the price of cement in September
1996 ranged from Rs. 157 to Rs. 170; in January, 1997, it was betwcen Rs.
140 and Rs. 170 per bag; in September, 1997, the price per bag was between
Rs. 150 and Rs. 170. In April, 1998, the price of cement per bag was
between Rs. 150 and Rs. 175. In September, 1998, it varied between Rs. 160
and Rs. 175 and in September, 1999, it was between 155 and Rs. 175.
Therefore, it clearly shows that in our regime, the priccs have not been
increased steeply, as alleged by the hon. Member.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Therefore, Sir, 1 want to set the
record right. From April to September, 1999, total cemcnt sold in Tamil
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Nadu was 38.6 lakh tones. From Aopril to September, 1999, the total cement
sold was 45.62 lakh tones. I want to put forth an argument as to how the
quantity of cement sold in our State would have increased had there been an

eNnormous increase in its price.

Then, Sir I come to diesel...(Interruptions) Sir, I would only like to say
that the observation made by the hon. Member sis aimed at nothing but
misleading the House. Ours is a corruption-free Government, and there will
not be any such thing. Lastly, I would like to say that I would not have
talked about the other States had he not made that kind of a statement.

it TSl (BT : YWY WEed, I8 a2 iR Amen €1 S
sy werd 7 # ol To% Ay & oAt A @ ¥ ) e B I ke wgE W R
TR TR qgd el A W@ } | R 3 N 9w w9 T & TR gt
¢ S5 3 ww w2 | oAy, 35 T a% wng a8 W ¥) o 9% e
¥ godt widw ot 98 =t ) ww AR ¥ 10 W, 15 1 wfy e I 3@ =@
Rk e d wF ar & Fivd w7 o WA 1 F Sow F Fma A R m
g B @R WA §) TER Tk @ 5 W Wemn e, TR T
0, T Ciwewe WeRA T A F anw € R 3 9 A A R
3R U8 TER 3H TORE A B0 FF 3@ o B g uorn | 49 g ¥ w5 9l
¢ @ W e At A 7 ¥ F R am AW e § B o W awl srdaEh
ZORE B A SR T8 YA A9 U fF SN # FWd FR g o9 # 1 afe s
TR 1 T R, 3% AE few O oMY a1 @a ¥ sTuE g wem | andt I W
T gd ¥ 1 R gIa # Ao G T Ay T @) g R Fime wgn @
den Y GoENH W TS St W wEd | ag-ag dfeds 1 SHen FITRa T
@ f FafF d9a 7 Ao W T8 § 7971 gEAC R G A s 2 g #
09 e & waa w6 e 31 ¥ o ad Fe T fF Ream o v wen @ R,
FEAT T @ ® 9% WE 5l W oA 2|

sqawene (oh waeR faf|): e ws Sfafen 8 e v R

st TUAIEATA: fROT S IR Y FI0 H 2 9 d9d R weE € ) faeeh a@ g A
¥ w9 SEEa e I A uE W 3 O Wi w5 A W
2 gy e v A O e -4 a1 e | Irmey mE, g9 #@ '
OIS, SO R W 31 A Wi 3d @ smon .y & swmd wehn wEm R U
g TR THen @ fF TR AW A e g ¥ T A I8 ag gl A a0 o
F FU H| TgA-TET AR |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Shri Bratin Sengupta.

you have got just one minute.
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SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Sir....(Interruptions)... Mr.
Naidu,....(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, my request is that we have put a
time limit. Members are speaking and are running away for catching their
flights. Now, whoever is speaking now, should at least stay in the Housc.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): You can say that, but
I cannot say it from the Chair, Shri Bratin Sengupta.

SHRI BRATIN SENGUPTA: Sir, why should not there be an inquiry as
to why the caretaker Government took a decision to raise the price of diesel
on its last day in office, when the new Government was to take over and the
Parliament session was to be convened in a few days? Why did this happen?
There should be an inquiry to find out as to why they could not wait for a
few more days.

Secondly, why did not the Petroleum Ministry approach the Finance
Ministry for waiving off the customs duty on diesel? 1 want to ask, if the
country was starving and you have to import foodgrains, in that case would
vou impose customs duty on that item? I want to know as to why such heavy
customs and other duties have been imposed on this costly item which is
imported from outside. Why was pressure not applied on the Finance
Minstry? I want to know if this was due to the compulsion of rise in the price
of diesel in the international market, as told by the Minister, then. what
exactly that compulsion was? 1 want that this should be known to the House
so that some tranperency is maintained.

sht Tm E: SvETEE HAKd, N @ A9 oAt 9y ¢ SR @ dee @
e w3 { A A wEeh FheEs T 2 3 AW Tveh e v & S ¥ T
ot 761 e TRl 3 I foreR T @) A I {39 gl | 9 O gEf
=R Ty A R o= A e e 3 & e 3w € ol o W aw a3 2
TR § g7 T oERa )

ﬁwvﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%aﬁiﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁﬁfaﬂnﬁgﬁm@ﬁsﬁﬁwﬂmﬂﬁ
o 3 &1 UE ¥ @ 9g a9 we W G B S o gaa ww e ¥ O wgEl w oA
HER 3R A RER FEm o 3TN R TR A O TER @ ST & 3 e 3 o
Frar % | 83 w6 W A o g el @ e an o @@ ofee o foa oo R
oo W A AR T F T R aw ¥ o o) wedl B @ @ uRE & Al ==
% Jae IwEm } B wwa 2 ok Xw I Fo e G Y B, I9F foe
a2 9§ O W A 38 g 10 e, 96 ¥ 2 agn My ¥ ok 3w W
R WA S T @ ad S G 3 €, 31 A 3 sue fady e 4 atw-aike | @
dfvfera fifiee & & sa oA 8 ared § SR 3TN U BT W@ iR S HIgH
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f @1 afe 6 a8 S Wil wRF STae o wede aivg @ @ 18, e o s emd
g 38 3k 3uY fiofy fiew R, O e o }) 9 9w w@ E @ st ¥ ok
W HF TR EE R R o R R U U Sud WSE aen mwen
2. (sqag)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: We had opposed it when the United
Front raised it on 15th July, 1996. (Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: That is what you are doing now when you are in the
Opposition. When you were supporting the Government...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: At that time also we said the same
thing. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: Just to oppose the Government, for the sake of
opposition, it is not proper. (Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please sit down.
Dipankarji, you have already spoken. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE: You are applying double standards
and not us, I had asked you to go through the proceedings and know it for
yourself. (Interruptions) That is not double standard. You go through the
proceedings. (Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: I did not obstruct you. I did not say even a word
against you when you were speaking. I think, propriety demands of you that
you too should listen to me. If you want to put some questions, you can
certainly do it after wards. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE: We did not apply double standards.
(Interruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: You had applied double standards and 1 will explain
to you how you had done it. (Interruptions) 1 will explain to you how you
had applied double standards. 3R FEfY Iqawreg A, o a9 & T q% W F

ot e 6 ¥ ¥ ora 2w @ N A9 B, FT AT R FEEFA 2, W A TNW
TR AR T TS € AR A § I 7w aed WEA ) W W oI@m
O, SR T 3, TAEE GO 8, GEE Y W o e ¥ ol 9w s
0 @ e R & 2@ F fag Afyea A o T ovEes T wm e o o
AR F T e Ieor A-dA wT gedl 3 R R ST S IR aeH O
g v ar ¥ ol I A A & w9 wE YW @R S o G
e T 3, A TG frel &, 9w Qoo @ ol o9 S Siae iR TE 4
F e oA ¥, O 9 ¥ T W ged AN &A@
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8 & aw v sooie 38 Tl weEl 3 R @ R R, dR @Y fretee,
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W EmH W @R B wedm 3w s a8 9% ¥ 6 g SRR ) fremee @46
¥ falm & yeg W I e § v ¥ # @ ¥ ¥ wigg O wed #) o
T v e @ o e e S wned ¥ o W W # ww wed q¥
s T, T & s TEen €1 oW anflER A g w1 Awen @ ¥ ok 7w fkw }
2 I O F@ ¥ ol IR T FQ ¥ e @@ S I A ¥ o ww R aw
W A= W ¥, 39 @ v W artvg, A @ afty, e R aa ffga R
e seor ¢ Sl A P @1 smae e AR | wara =@ s 5% sofem 39 R
AT (A TR ¥ 18,200 FE T NS T3 A1 | g WA P @ A A 9 gan
S5k AL 3 T fRa WY, $9 W IW 99 w2 3R WER X fEw fem | wE # it
q vgelt 9 18 wad, 1995 ¥ o off | RFgRA % 9 o8 & R W gz offa
i Y o | F TR Y R 38 gEa IEF A § fEr fen 9 o w0 % %9
A geEl 7 o 9% By R @) #0E % 9T 99 4gaa 9l @ R o1 A 36
o g aeeEn ol iR | gef faaay, 94 & sa Sen e R S ¥ aR
A T F Hiva ® 3R 2w A N Hwa T wwE @@ e ok s A F =R
Fofa foran | 3o a Tl wER o A &Y 39 Pofe @ wrifae fmm g e
¢ & e fawy oorifass 9=f @ @ @ Sfen =R 98 FRAWG S7 o R | HIE
FER Y TR T, S G W S O o 3 ol fam ol o e wen
am # & T o Fifo W@ ¥ ol wF SO O SR A g Afey, g3 e
o o }) A o A T T W SR e S O ¥ w0 F w

g e o W 9 Seae § o F S9N 9gEt QAT e & | It has appeared
in the Times of India on the 24th October, 1999. & #34 gﬁ\ 3fE q Qg e
s ¥, Wﬁmﬁ@%aﬁa%nﬁm@aﬁzmmi— “There is no
economic or social case for a diesel subsidy. The only social case for subsidy
is kerosene. Every time when the international price of diesel goes down,
they should be decreased here and when every time prices go up, our prices
should increase. It is essential to link diesel prices to the international
market. The decision to do away with subsidy was taken by the United Front
Government in late 1997, based on the report of a Committee constituted by
the Congress...”

7z o @ Sr@ Al AfuF weam W B

“...It is the height of intellectual hypocrisy to oppose the increase in
prices.”

3@ T wE ¥ uim we™ wea € o o xmd Rw @

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: It is only one Congress leader’s statement.
There are many other leaders in the Congress party...(Interruptions)... They
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don’t agree with that statement...(Interruptions)...Why have you quoted that
statement?...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: 1 know the Congress leaders speak in different voices
everywhere,..(Interruptions)... That 1 know...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: You are quoting conveniently a junior
Congressman.  You say what the Congress President  has
said...(Interruptions)...1 can quote Mr. Advani's statement against
Mr. Vajpayee’s statement.. (Interruprions)..Do you want me to do
that?...(Interruptions).. No, no, that is not the way.. (Inerruptions)

SHRI RAM NAIK: [ am quoting this quotation...(Interruptions). .. You
want me to name that person?...(lnterruptions)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Yes...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: Okay...(Interruptions)...His name is, Mr. Jayaram
Ramesh, Secretary, Economic Affairs Department of the
Congress...(Interruptions)...

A Ay WENCETA): w9 wAE F yaw T8 82 (SEEW) .

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: | thought you are quoting the Congress
President...(Interruptions)...Oz, the Leader of the Opposition, who is sitting
here.. .(Interruptions)... You are quoting somebody else...(Interruptions).. Sir,
Congress is a big party, not like your party...(dnterruptions). ..

st Tu AdE: Haw) W W T FQ W o OEE R (FEGH)
SHRI VAYALAR RAVL: Why cant you quote me...(Interruptions)...1
can give some statement...(/nierruptions)...You quate me...{Interruptions)...

SHR! VENKAJIAH NAIDU. You are not Mr. Jayaram
Ramesh...(Interruptions)... That is the problem...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: T ain not convenient to you...({nterruptions)...1
am not convenient to you...(Interruptions)...

SHRI VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Jayaram Ramesh is an
intellectual.. (Interruptions)... He has got experience in a particular
field...(Interruptions). ..

SHRI RAM NAIK: I never knew that youv are such an economist or
spokesperson on economic affairs. But, since you have said now, in future, I
will try to quote your quotation and use it against you...(Interruptions)...

3w o, W A Faa R @ ¢ Torifa v SR @ ST T R el
A Ao g R R TER IR NI P @ A
FRE F I o g afew faaer, 1997 @ SRR 1999 % AR @ fear? S fofe
1 o 36 Fofa ¥ SgeR 3o frereR & ar And  dfited fean ) g ofed i 8
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N 99 IfEgER A IREdA feal T IR s S 98 WR And 9 @ 18 ok @ aw
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o @ T | T8 U TR 3 w5 de ¥ e T R oie e W
W flans frg ) &6 @ T ¥ e T ol R e o T 6 sl % ag @
21 T | T wPE? FB WA Rl W A & &g Indt o 3o gt ® fF dad
T N BT W a9 29 F I = g W @ e, Y wF @w ) A wm oM A 3R
AP TIfEY 7R ¥R T W Qi TWie @ Twd @ 2, IeR # §, aig Sew
Qfeferet Gifeed &@ Fxi-at FiE O & 98 31 A T€ A & X 36 WA
2 48 ¥ 1 A g wEE wifeT R orier 1999 | 5 STRER, 1999 % LW & T A
I W X IR & ey F R TReEe & g o a8 ael & T wReE, W,
A, Yomd, 7 WR T T AR, g YE AT PR T TS TR PR W U
aR...(SHEAA).... 5 W dR WA ¢ A . (FIAYA)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: In 1996-97, the total payment was 10 million
dollars, Now, this year, it has gone up to 10.5 million dollars.
«.(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not yielded. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, no, please; he is
not vielding. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: A senior Member should have the courtesy to ask me
to yield. Now, tell me what you want to say.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, I want to ask the honourable Minister,
apart from the Kargil war, according to the reports available here, and as has
been pointed out by Shri Dipankar Mukherjee, in 1996-97, the import bill
was to the tune of 10 million dollars. This year, it may go up to 10.5 million
dollars. In Mumbai, in 1996-97, the price of one litre of diesel was less than
Rs. 11.00. When you were paying 10 million dollars for the import of oil, the
price was less than Rs. 11.00. Now, in Mumbai, it has gone up to Rs. 16.00
per litre. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAM NAIK: That means you are not aware of the value of the
dollar  vis-as-vis the rupee some four years back and now.
...(Interruptions)...You should be aware that the dollar and the rupee are not
of the same value.. ...(Interruptions).. 3TaTY A, T g wg @ A fF W

e ¥ fae R ORI % @y el W @ @ ok e el At @ de dw § wel
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7 FaEEd W a9 R OF § AW PR T o wEd @ fer W@ &
-3 TE T FOAC A D T qA W Qe & fF A o WK R o ®
99 ¢ 9w w omd A Fimd v @ o o ok A R @ & g T€ e oo @
Rt 99 e off ok seRme & §§ W qu YA W U= 3 €1 5
= & wram ¥ § ekl B wE 30w €, R i I s @ a=ER
T e ¥ W 32N TE W TP 7S W A, 39 W g o i) e & el
S el § fF T 3 W A e Y ¥ T W OE S W w1 e
F oo T8 fF | g B2 § 6 oM T ik favn | o g oenify R S e
2. (TEam)..

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: When the Minister is charging that...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTAN BISI): No, he is not charging.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: Sir, whatever I had spoken, was all
technical in nature.

SHRI RAM NAIK: I am not yielding, now. (Interruptions)

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: Sir, I had said that two years back its
price was $163 per barrel. You answer on this point. But, Sir, he is
politicizing the reply.

SHRI RAM NAIK: I have not used any word of politics.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): Please take your seat.
Let him complete his reply first.

SHRI RAM NAIK: If you want, you can ask questions after I complete
my reply. 9% @S B 4@ W @ &1 N o e T fFw A 98 @ o9 9 wed

R R

st g & Ay I @@ @ T W T € oK wE @ wEw % wE §)

sft T ryeE: EE a9 A 9 FEN A § F W IH O T ¥ FT e
¥ WLE wgo a3 §Y ¥ 3R 9@ AR Wdhe i €, S @ agar @ A 3§ IR =A
2 Ay A }1 A o oF T R T 39 awE W N FEAE A # ) e
T [ TS, TR it Ao @Sl 3 3% A wE ¥ R D T 20 s B
I A a1 IR IR G T A A WA W Ao, 9@ g MWW 2 F fw @R g
39 YT W ¢ WM IR A IA A TEA N W A ¥ R AqZH W o NS
X1 (Sraae) . S SErsT 3 awd § 6 IR O O g 9w sem ¥ W
fret 9 ¥ I W RER & SR o I IW TR N g

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI): That is all.
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SHRI RAM NAIK: No, Sir. This is so far as the observation he has made
is concerned. 39S g THRE F ait ¥ ¥ ¥g Fwn wwal € 6 30 5, 1997 T

Fouhe RS @ IW THT TRT 18200 F 1 | I & qaudl EHdE I A 31 g,
1998 F I8 I 14156 FAS TIL F @ T4 3R TF T g 31 9, 1999 F T8 9
3408 HUS T W@ T | TF WHIREE 91 ¥n A 3 & 9@ # F¢9 fEw, anm
11 T TIU H M g4 AN A B FA ) AfHA 3 iR Fiad agd ot @ 5200 amaa
qd THRR & T @ @ me ' R ot wimd sget wifge) A werd @ etae
g6l GHSE 31 WM, 1999 o, AN % o T €, 3R d 6 WER @A & T ST 10
N A W A Fo ffa QR Sl Aw S SEn o W oW 3R AW B R A
g 3N U o fE 31 ", 1999 B 3900 OF 97 AT HH B W4 W TER FHR
o9 9 W9E B TE0 A9 A6 9 afF ¥9 3N 0 9 6 3@ 3R §9 U #N
FQA ¢ O IuH UM AW F IAM, ANR AR TR FE FA WA AT | IR 7R
P FE JEEF 91| T FAE AT JAEIEF o O @Y AR IRY o T R
R FHAh TG F 7 B gt 7 1 9w A ¥ e A 3R 3T eI |/
g0 g e 3R ¥ & 70 A A W | FN? T N AW F@ T Tm@H
% 0 R o W T T A o W gau W W W) 0% 9w ae w9 O
fr 0 ade ¥ e (@ R A S fefRde @ sw @ R ¥ e W @ df
IR MER A Y R A IuF fm B T usan

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI): Mr. Mukherjee, do you
want to seek any clarification?....{Interruptions)... The Minister has already
stated...(Interruptions)....

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE: The Miniser has not replied to that
point. He has not touched on it. The first point that I referred to was with
regard to a newspaper report of 6th October wherein Mr. Ramachandran,
Executive director, Oil Co-ordination Committee stated, “A decision has
been taken by the OCC. The Cabinet has nothing to do with that.” This is
what Mr. Ramachandaran has said at a press conference...(Interrupions)...
Mr. Ramachandran, Executive Director, Oil Co-ordination Committee, had
announced this price rise. This has been reported in the newspaper on 6th
October. “This is a decision taken by the OCC.” The Cabinet has nothing to
do with this. This has been reported in “The Economic Times” dt. 6th
October. If you deny this, please check up, whosoever has given this
statement, because it is very important point. This is my first point.

My second point is if his hands are tied, it is because of the basic price and
other duties. When the market was soft, the Finance Minister has put Re. las
duty or cess; whatever it is. When the market has become hard, why should
the consumer pay it? You are not going to reduce. That is why I reqest you
to tell your Finance Minister about this. When the market was soft, the
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international price of diesel was $83 per metric tonne and then you put a
duty. When the international price touched $162 per metric tonne, you put a
proportionate burden on the consumers and then you also claim that you
have reduced it. The point is: why was this duty imposed when the market
was sfot? When the market is not soft, you say it is hard. The Government
has to take away, at least, that Re. 1 duty Do you think the market is soft or
hard! If it is hard, then that duty cannot be there. If you cannot reply, the
Leader of the House is there, let him explain. It is the Governemnt, it is a
collective entity. The consumer has to pay everything, My point is if, the
market was not soft, how could that Re. 1 cess still continue? That cess must
be withdrawn. if the Government is not wthdrawing it, let them explain the
reasons.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir I have already replied to it.
SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE: He has not replied. That is the point.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI SANATAN BISI): During the Short
Duration Discussion, whatever norms are there, we have to follow that. You
raise certain question. The Minister replies to them. Finally, if you don't
agree...(interruptions)..

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE: 1 would like to know whether the
market is soft or hard.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN [SHRI sANATAN BISI] : During the discus-
sion, we cannot do anything.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIJEE : If the market is soft, you pay it.

SHRI RAM NAIK : As 1 explained earlier, in September, 1997, the
Cabinet has applied its mind regarding the revision of price and maintaining
parity on that. The Cabinet worked out and approved a methodology as to
how to do it and how not to do it. Then the Committee was authorized to
work it out accordingly. So far as the 5th October issue is concerned, the
Cabinet took all these things into account. As per the earlier practice, the
Cabinet decided that the price should be increased.

This is as simple as that. Now, why that officer has said anything, 1 will
have to find out. This is as simple as that. The Cabinet applied its mind and
decided that the formula which is in force should apply.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : Now, we will take
up the ‘sou motu’ statement by the External Affairs Minister.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT
SINGH) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I have two statement to make. If you
permit me, I will read out both the statements.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN BISI) : The other has not
been circulated.

SHRI JASWANT SINGH : It can be circulated straightway.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE : In the meantime he can go on reading
the first statemsent.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
L. Signing of three agreements including the extradition treaty between
India and UAE
II. Recent visit of United States Secretary of Energy to India

THE MINISER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT
SINGH) : Sir the U.AE. Minister for Justice, Islamic Affairs
and Awgaf, H.E. Mr. Mohammed Bin Nakhira al Dhaheri, accompained
by an official delegation, visited India on October 25-26, 1999.

During the visit, an Extradition Treaty, an Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters and an Agreement on Juridical and Judicial
Cooperation in Civil and Commercial matters between India and the UAE,
were signed.

The extradtion Treaty would .provide a legal framework for seeking the
extradition of fugitive criminals including those involved in terrorism and
economic offences from either country. Under the Treaty, extradition would
be possible irrespective of whether the crime was committed before or after
the entry into force of this Treaty.

The Agreement on Juridical and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and
Commercial Matters aims to facilitate the widest measure of legal assistance
in pursing such cases. As a result of this Agreement, it will be possible to
serve summons and other judicial documents issued by the courts of one
country in the territory of the other. The judicial authority of one country
could also, at the request of the other, take evidence. Further, the courts of
one country would also be able to execute decrees and arbitration awards
passed in the territory of the other.

The Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters aims to
strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in the completion of
investigation and prosecution in respect of all crimes, including those related
to terrorism. It would provide the basis for seeking assistance for tracing,
restraint, forfeiture or confiscation of the proceeds and instruments of crime.
The Agreement will also facilitate the widest measure of mutual assitance in
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