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(v) The Model Biovillage Project (Moehe-
Gorser) near Porbander has progressed
well with desalination plant, having
been installed in January, 1999.
Farmers were trained for use and
production, of Biofertilisers and
Biopestieirtfes at Gujarat Agricultural
University Campus, Junagarh.

(vi) The DST has set up a Sophisticated
Instruments Centre for advanced
Research and testing at Vallabh
Vidyanagar at a total cost of Rs. 665
lakhs. The civil construction has been
completed and a few instruments
procured.

(vii) The OSTC Cell has been set up at
Bhavnagar University and based on
their recommendations project mode
support may be provided to individual
projects from the current financial year.

(viii) The project to develop a model
Integrated Coastal & Marine Area
Management plans for the Gulf of
Kutch has been taken up during 1998-
99. The concept and the model will be
replicated to other coastal areas for an
integrated development. Under this
exercise, training will be provided to
the coastal states in development of
such plans and their adoption.

New projects/programme initiated included
10 R&D projects at a total cos. of Rs. 70 lakhs
at various academic institutions and an
innovation centre has been established at the
Entrepreneurship  Development  Institute,
Ahmedabad. Two technologies namely for
manufacture of Anti Leprosy Vaccine and
HIV Diagnostic kit have been transferred to
MS Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited.

(c) The approaches to science and
technology plan for Gujarat stated in these
convocation addresses include:

(i) integrated plan with multi-institutional
integration to achieve excellence in
basic as well as applied research
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(ii) Development of appropriate technology
to meet the user needs, with optimum
local resources management.

(ii1) Re-orientation of science and technical
education to make it professionally
useful and  attract young talents
towards science.

(iv) Application of science and technology
to improve quality of life of the
common man.

(v) More attention towards areas like
information technology, new materials,
Biotechnology and Services for Oceans
and Water Development.-

The S&T plan of the Gujarat State
envisages (a) establishment of an institute to
provide scientific/technological inputs for
education, planning, training and extension;
(b) establishment of Remote Sensing and
Communication Centre; (¢) to involve and
educate the weaker sections for
entrepreneurial skills; (d) to establish Institute
in the area of Computers and Data
Communication; and (e) development of
educational software in regional languages for
science popularisation.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
STARRED AND UNSTARRED
QUESTIONS SET FOR THE 15TH
APRIL, 1999*

Growth,Target Under Ninth Plan-.

*341. SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Ninth Five
Year Plan growth target has been cut to 6.5%.

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the areas in which the growth target has
been mainly cut?

* The sitting of the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday, the 15th April, 1999 was
adjourned in view of the Motion of
Confidence being discussed in the Lok
Sabha, on 15th, 16th and 17th April, 1999.
Answers to Questions put down in the lists
for that day were raid on the Table of the
House on Monday, the 19th April, 1999.



