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Steps to Encourage Sports

578. SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA:
SHRI AKHILESH DAS:

Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased
to state:

(a) whether in view of India's com-
paratively lower tally of medals won at the
recent Asian Games, Government have
taken any special steps to encourage sports
in the country and to boost up the
performance at international sports meets;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether any comprehensive action
plan is contemplated to give a boost to
sports?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR.
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) to (c)
Yes, Sir. The Government has undertaken
a number of steps with a view to improve
our performance in international sports
events. They are as follows:

(i) National Sports Federations have
been requested to draw up a detailed
Long Term Development Plan (LTDP)
incorporating requirement for
promotion of sports. This is being
reviewed closely. As per agreed prog-
ramme all National Sports Federations
will be given assistance for improving
the standard of sports persons/teams.

(ii) The Federations have also been
asked to hold National level tourna-
ments for Sub-Juniors, Juniors and
Seniors. The Federations are also given
grants for equiptment, foreign exposures
and holding National and International
tournaments. Foreign Coaches have also
been provided to the National Sports
Federations in selected disciplines to
improve the
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standards. The Sports Authority of India
(SAI) holds regular coaching camps for
selected teams and athletes.

(iii) A Scheme for assisting Promis-
ing Sports Persons and Supporting
personnel has been recently formulated
under which outstanding sports-persons
can be given financial assistance upto
Rs. 5.00 lakhs for getting themselves
trained in India or abroad for improving
their excellence in sports.

(iv) A National Sports Development
Fund has also been set up with an initial
contribution of Rs. 2.00 crores by the
Government for the promotion and
development of sports in country.

(v) To encourage sports persons,
Government has also increased the prize
money substantially for the medal
winners in international sports events.
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