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Educating the Children in Indian Culture
by the Parents

726. SHRI E. BALANANDAN: Will the
Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether parents in the country are not
doing what is necessary to educate their
children in Indian culture; and

(b) if so, how Government propose to
correct the shortcomings of Indian parents?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. MURLI
MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b} Parents are
important stakeholders in the educational
system. The National Policy on Education,
1986 (as revised in 1992) enshrines the
importance of culture, values and aesthetic
appreciation in the educational process. Parents
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have a crucial role to play in this connection.
A Committee to spell-out Fundamental Duties
which will, inter-alia, cover this area has been
set up in the Department of Education.

Declaraing Darjeeling Himalayan Rail as
'Heritage Train'
737. SHRI DAWA LAMA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government would declare the
‘Darjeeling Himalayan Rail' connecting New
Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling as 'Heritage Train';

(b) whether Government would also agree
to lease the railway lands on this stretch, where
local people aer residing for years; and

(c) whether Government would also agree
to allow the local people to use vacant stalls
and sheds on this section, on lease or rental
basis?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS, MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF PLANNING AND PROGRAMME
IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI RAM NAIK): (a)
An application has been made to UNESCO for
declaring Darjeeling Himalayan Railway as a
world heritage site.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Local people are eligible to apply as and
when applications are invited by the railway
administration.

Transportation of Goods

738. SHRI LAJPAT RAL: Will the Minister
of RAILWAYS be pleased to state the steps
taken by Government during the last one year
to make Railways' transportation of goods
competitive to the road transportation, which
includes efforts to improve timely delivery of
goods, maintain charges competitiveness, etc.?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS, MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF PLANNING & PROGRAMME
IMPLEMENTATION). (SHRI RAM NAIK):
Railways have taken the following steps to
make rail transportation competitive, attract



