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(c) the measures envisaged to check falling 

profits of ITDC? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG): (a) and (b) With a view to develop 

tourism, ITDC have decided to construct new 

hotels at Chandigarh and Anandpursahib. As 

regards disinvestment of ITDC, no decision 

has so far been taken by the Government. 

 

(c) The measures taken by ITDC to check 

declining trend of profitability include inter 

alia enhanced emphasis on product 

improvement; aggressive marketing plan; 

training/motivation of manpower, periodical 

review of performance at Corporate/Ministry 

level and cost control by exercising economy 

in expenditure. 

Development   Plan    for   Domestic    and 

External Tourism 

1235. SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: Will the 

Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state: 

(a) the comprehensive development plan 

for domestic and external tourism in the 

country; 

(b) the profits from tourism industry in the 

country; and 

(c) the measures to be taken by 

Government for development of tourism 

industry in the North-Eastern region State-

wise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI 

OMAK APANG): (a) The 

comprehensive development plan for 

tourism includes Infrastructure 

development, Product development and 

diversification, Promotion of self 

employment opportunities, Tourist 

Facilitation, Human Resource 

Development, Research and 

Computerisation, Promotion and 

Marketing, Environmental Protection and 

Cultural Preservation, Monitoring and 

Evaluation, Provision of Incentives and 

Strengthening the organisation. 

(b)The Foreign Exchange Earnings from 
Tourism during 1997-98 were Rs.  11032.69 
crores. 

(b) To develop tourism in the North 

Eastern region, Ministry of Tourism has 

extended Central financial assistance during 

1997-98 as per details given below:  

State  Projects    Amt. Sanc- 

   (Rs
. 

tioned in 

lakhs) 

Arunacha
l 

Pradesh 9  270.00 

Assam  12  288.88 

Manipur  5  186.11 

Meghalay
a 

 5  85.70 

Mizoram  6  142.45 
Nagaland  4  116.90 

Tripura  8  126.68 

TOTAL  49  1217.72 

For the year 1998-99, Ministry ot Tourism 

has prioritised 77 projects amounting to Rs. 

1603 lakhs for Central Financial Assistance to 

North Eatern region. 
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Issue of Liberal Visas to Foreign Tourists 

1237. SHRI SATISHCHANDRA 

SITARAM PRADHAN: Will the Minister of 

TOURISM be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have taken 

various fresh initiatives, policy decisions 

including system reforms in issue of liberal 

visas to the visiting foreign tourists to develop 

and promote tourism industry; 

(b) if so, the details thereof, alongwith 

proposals under consideration; 

(c) the details of action plan finalised for 

the current year and Nith Plan period for 

tourists destinations and likely impact thereof; 

and 

(d) the details of proposals cleared 

pending for Maharashtra? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY    Of    TOURISM    (SHRI 

OMAK APANG): (a) and (b) Govern-meia of 

India follows libera) policy regarding grant of 

visa to foreign ""tourists. All Indian Missioins 

abroad have been delegated powers to issue 

six months multiple entry visa to foreign 

tourists. Generally such visas are issued' on 

the same day Ten Years Tourist visa for U.S. 

national only has also been introduced  

recently on reciprocal basis with 

the stipulation that stay during each visit shall 
not exceed 180 days. 

(c) and (d) Development of Tourism is 

primarily the responsibility of the State 

Governments, However, on the specific 

request of the State Government of 

Maharashtra, the Ministry of Tourism has 

sanctioned Rs 169.84 lakhs for 12 projects in 

1997-98. During the current financial year, 10 

projects have been prioritised for Maharashtra. 

No proposal is pending clearance in the 

Ministry of Tourism. 

Computerised   link   between   Darjecling-

Kalimpong-Kurscon Siliguri 

1238. SHRI DAWA LAMA: Will the 

Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there is no 

computerised link between Darjeeling-

Kalimpong-Kurseong and Siliguri as a result 

of which tourists are facing problems in 

reservations; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that for want of 
computerised network foreign tourists are 
facing problems to reserve accommodations 
in advance; and 

(c) the action proposed by Government to 
solve the problem for promotion of tourism? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG): (a) Computerised reservation 

facilities are already available at Siliguri and 

provision of such facilities at Darjeeling will 

be considered by the Ministry of Railways for 

inclusion in the Annual Plan 1999-2000 

subject to feasibility and availability of funds-

fresources. Computerised reservation 

facilities are capital intensive and also 

necessitate significant recurring costs. The 

reservation workload at Kalimpong and 

Kurseong is not of sufficiently high order to 

warrant this level of investment at present. 

(b) and (c). A project has been undertaken 

for networking of the five systems of 

Calcutta, Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi and 

Secunderabad. The software for networking 

has already been developed. The first 


