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(c) what will be the net outcome of
this proposal?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA):
(a) No, sir.

(b) and (c) Not applicable in view of
(a) abave.
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Privatisation of Postal Services

1299. SHRI K.M. SAIFULLAH: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether postal services are to be
privatised partially; and

(b) if so, the details thereof especially
in respect of postal agencies in the Andh-
ra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA):
(a) and (b) Participation of the private
sector in postal services has been margi-
nal and that too in the role of augumen-
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ting the efforts of the Department to
provide basic postal facilities in the needy
areas. Private agencies have been par-
ticipating in identified area of activity like
sale of stamps and stationery, transporta-
tion of mail and provision of additional
public facilities at a few places, like Post
Shoppe. In Andhra Pradesh also activities
like sale of postage stamps and stationery
through licensed stamp vendors is in
vogue.

Popularlsation' of Internet for Educational
Purpose
1300. SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the measures taken by Government
to make the internet more popular for
educational purpose;

(b) whether Government would consi-
der providing the internet connection at
cheaper rates to the educational institu-
tions; and-

(c) how many cducational institutions
have 64 KPBS connections State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA):
(a) and (b) The internet access on dial up
basis is aveilable on concessional bssis for
the students of class XI & above for
which only Rs. 5004 are charged as the
Annual (or 500 Hrs. whichever is earlier)
usage charges. Further w.e.f.’1.1.98 the
educational Institutions are charged Rs. 4
lacs per annum instead of the normally
charged Rs. 8 lacs per annum"for the 64

. KPBS port. The relevant Circulars are

annexed herewith as Statement-I (See
below).

(c) Information is at Statement-II.

Statement-I

Copy of the letter No. 111-1/195PHC Dt.
16.3.1998.

Sub: Concessional Internet access service
for students.

Reference is invited to this office



