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[16 DEC 1998]

to Unstarred Questions 94

System of integrated direction and
command

1892.  SHRI  SOLIPETA RAM-
ACHANDRA REDDY: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government
propose to bring about a change in the
decision-making process of the armed forces
by introducing the system of integrated
direction and command; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) and (b) The process of refining and
improving the higher comm and organisation
and structure in the armed forces is a matter
that engages the attention of the Gov
ernment including senior officials of the
armed forces on a continu ing basis with a
view to evolving a structure that is suited to
the specific requirements of India. This
has to take into account the exis ting
command organisation and structure, the
historical experience of the country and the
specific requirements of contemporary forms
of warfare. Recently Gov ernment has set up
a National Security Council of which the stra
tegic Policy Group, which inclcudes the
Chiefs of staff of three Services,is a
constituent unit. One of the prio
rity tasks of this body would be to undertake
a strategic defence review. The Defence
Minister's Committee which meets every
month and Raksha Mantri's weekly meeting are
also forums where such matter are discussed
from time to time.



