97 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) to (e) No, Sir. The policy of the
Government is not to raise any new regiment
on the basis of caste, creed, religion or
region.
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Firing by pak troops during Defence
Minister's visit

1898. SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that during his
visit to Siachen Glacier on 30th April, 1998
the Pakistani troops indiscriminately opened
fire on Indian post without any provocation
during the inspection;

(b) the number of casualties Indian
army suffered therein; and

(c) the efforts made to ensure that our
troops posted there, are  well equipped to
retaliate the indiscriminate firing often taking
place from across the Pak border?



