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(c) It is proposed to construct archival
facilities of international standards within the
existing complex of Films Division at Mumbai
for storage of archival material.

Programmes Based on Different
Religions

2112. SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BRAOD-
CASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Prasar Bharati is telecasting
programmes based on different religions of the
country;

(b) if so, the programmes telecast during
the last one year, religion-vise; and

(c) whether justice has been done to all
religions, if so, the time, allocated for such
programmes, religion-wise on the national
network during the last one year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MUKHTAR
NAQVI): (a) No, Sir:. Prasar Bharati have
informed that no programme is telecast making
religion as a base. Only Junctions of various
religions are covered and telecast.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) It has been intimated by Prasar Bharati
that no fixed time s ots are allotted for coverage
of religious functions/events. However, justice
is done to all religions to the extent possible,
by providing appropriate coverage to their
important functions.

Educational Channel on Doordarshan

2113. SHRI GOVINDRAO ADIK: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BRAODCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have set up a
working Group in Education Department under
HRD Ministry and a Sub-Committee under
Prasar Bharati to formulate policy guidelines
and other related matters to launch a separate
educational channel on Doordarshan;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal and
present status of the report of the working
Group/Sub-Committee.
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(c) details of decision taken in this regard;
and

(d) whether Government are considering
launching a separate entertainment - cum -
educational channel for children on priority
basis and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MUKHTAR
NAQVI): (a) to (c) The matter relating to
setting up a separate Educational Channel was
earlier being examined by the Ministry of
Information and  Broadcasting  and
Doordarshan in consultation with the
Department of Education, Ministry of Human
Resource Development. However, Prasar
Bharati are examining the matter afresh. They
have set up a Sub-Committee under the
Chairmanship of Prof. Romila Thaper to
formulate policy guidelines and other related
matters to launch a separate Educational
Channel. Two meetings of the Sub-Committee
have been held on 12-13 February 1998 (1st
meeting) and 24th March, 1998 (2nd meeting).
Prasar Bharati have intimated that a decision
with regard to the likely date of starting the
Educational Channel can be taken only after
the preliminary work on the recommendations
contained in the minutes of the two meetings
of the Sub-Committee is completed. It has
further been intimated by Prasar Bharati that
tentatively they are working on start of the
Educational Channel by 2002.

(d) No, Sir.

Regional News Bulletin in Assamese/
Mising Language
2114. DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) the details of plans for starting regional
news bulletin in Assamese and Mising
language from AIR and Doordarshan Kendra,
Dibrugarh in Assam;

(b) the time by which these are likely to be
commissioned;

(c) the reasosn for very poor quality
coverage by Dibrugarh at Lakhimpur, Dhemayji,
Sonitpur, Jorhat, Sibsagar and Goalaghat
districts and steps taken to improve by means
other than LPTs;
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(d) whether Airport authority have cleared
the issue of raising the tower height of
Doordarshan Kendra, Dibrugarh upto
150m; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MUKHTAR
NAQVI): (a) All India Radio, Dibrugarh is
already broadcasting a 5 minutes news
bulletin in Assamese daily and a five
minutes weekly news summary in
Mishing dialect every Wednesday. There
is no plan to start regional news bulletin
in Assamese lanugage and Mishing dialect
from Doordarshan Kendra, Dibrugarh at
present due to various resource constraints.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) to (e) Whereas districts of Sonitpur
and Golaghat do not lie in the coverage
range of HPT. Dibrugarh, reception range
in the districts Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Jorhat
and Sibsagar is affected due to the height of
the tower. Necessary clearence to increase
the height of the tower of HPT, Dibrugarh
to 150m has since been obtained from
Airport Authority. The project to increase
the height of the tower which would
improve the receiption quality in these
districts would take about 2-3 years' time
after sanctioning of the scheme subject to
availability of resources, infrastructural
facilities and inter-se priorities.
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Shortage of Staff in Doordarshan

2116. SHRI PARMESHWAR KUMAR
AGARWALLA : Will the Minister of
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware of
the fact that there is a shortage of 5892
posts in various categories of staff in
Doordarshan;

(b) if so, whether Government are also
aware of the fact that a large number of
projects are awaiting commissioning and
some operational projects are also facing
difficulty for want of staff; and

(c) if so, what action has been taken by
Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MUKHTAR
NAQVI) . (a) to (c) The Staff Inspection
Unit of the Ministry of Finance has been
requested to have a quick study of the
staffing norms of various
HPTs/LPTs/VLPTs to work-out their
overall staff requirement. On receipt of the
recommendations of the SIU, necessary
action will be taken for creation/abolition of
posts in required categories so that all the
transmitters are fully manned and the
already completed projects are
commissioned at the earliest.

Ban on Advertisements Promoting
Alcohol

2117. SHR1 C. RAMACHANDRAIAH :
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
bad effects of advertisements for the
promotion of alcohol in television network;



