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India Extraordinary. The status of the 
National Culture Fund has since not 
undergone any change. 

(b) No financial assistance has been 
extended to the State Governments for the 
construction of Multi-purpose Cultural 
Complexes. 

Agency   to  Identify  Writers  for  Nobel 

Prize in Literature 

, 2258. DR. C. NARAYANA REDDY: 
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any recognised 
machinery or agency in India to identify 
eminent writers in various recognised 
Indian languages for consideration of 
award of coyeted Nobel prize in literature; 
and 

(b) if not, whether Government would 
consider setting up of such a machinery or 
agency? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. 
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) Yes, Sir. 
Sahitya Academy has been recognised by 
the Swedish Academy as the nominating 
body of the Nobel prize in literature. 

(b) Does not arise. 

M. Tech. courses in NERIST 

2259. SHRI NABAM REBIA: Will the 
Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is fact that M. Tech 
courses in some disciplines were 
introduced in the North-Eastern Region 
Institute of Science and Technology 
(NERIST) in 1996; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that 
"Deemed University Status" was agreed 
upon to be conferred upon the said Institute 
by Government; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; and 

(d) what are the other future plans for 
the said Institute? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. 
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) Yes, Sir. 
Post-graduate courses in two disciplines 
namely Environmental Sciences and 
Engineering & Information Technology 
were introduced in NERIST in 1996. 

(b) and (c) At the time of establishment 
of NERIST, it was agreed that in due 
course the Institute will be conferred with 
University Status, so that it can award its 
own Degree and other Qualifications. Steps 
have been initiated for granting 'deemed 
university status' to the Institute. 

(d) The Institute also proposes to start 
some more Under-graduate and Post-
graduate courses during the 9th Plan. 
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