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Tourism Counter at IGIA 

2777. SHRI SITARAM KESRI: Will the 

Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has 

been drawn to the News-item appearing in 

"Hindu" dated 9th November, 1998 under the 

caption "Tourism Counter at IGIA run by 

touts"; 

(b) whether Government have made any 

enquiry in the matrer; and 

(c) if so, how far the facts stated in the 

news-item are true and the action taken in the 

matter? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG) (a) Yes, Sir, 

(b) and (c) Airports Authority of India 

(AAI) has issued license to M/s Punjab 

Tourism Development Corporation, a state 

Government undertaking for the "Tourism 

Counter" at IGI Airport. A complaint hs been 

received by AAI that PTDC has leased it out 

to a Patiala based private transport Co. and the 

matter is being investigated. AAI proposes to 

take action against PTDC in case there is any 

violation of the terms & conditions of the 

license agreement. 

Route of Amarnath Through Baltal 

2778 SHRI VEDPRAKASH P. GOYAL: 

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that alternate route 

to Amarnath through Baltal reduces the travel 

time from three days to just four-five hours 

and around one fourth pilgrims used it this 

year; 

(b) the steps taken so far or proposed to be 

taken by Government to develop this 

dangerously narrow mountainous track, 

which has been opened this year after a gap of 

nine years; 

(c) the steps taken so far to involve the 

participation of voluntary organisations and 

NRIs to improve the tourism facilities, that 

could benefit the village families enroute 

through employment and trade; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG) (a) Yes, Sir. The travel time 

between Baltal and Amarnath (to and fro) 

gets reduced to one day approximately even 

though some people take a little longer. 

During the 1998 Amarnath Yatra, as many as 

39084 yatris out of a total of 1,49,920 Yatris 

used this route. 
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(b) The track from Baltal is maintained 

by the State Government and normal 

upkeep of the track is undertaken by 

them on a regular basis every year. 

(c) and (d) Development and 

management of pilgrim centres is 

primarily the responsibility of the State 

Governments. The Ministry of Tourism, 

Government of India provides central 

financial assistance to State Governments 

and funds are released keeping in view 

the inter-se-priority of projects, subject to 

availability of funds, on the basis of the 

projects submitted by them. 

Tourism infrastructure in Punjab 

2779 SHRI       SUKHDEV       SINGH 

LIBRA: SARDAR GURCHARNA 

SINGH TOHRA: 

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased 

to state: 

(a) whether Government have received 

proposals from the Punjab Government 

relating to construction of Tourism 

infrastructure and other facilities in 

connection with celebrations of Tricentenary 

of birth of Khalsa at Anandpur Sahib; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG) (a) and (b) Yes Sir. The Ministry of 

Tourism have received the following project 

proposals from Punjab Government in 

connection with celebrations of Tricentenary 

of birth of Khalsa at  Anandpur Sahib:— 

1. SEL       Show_    at       Gurudwara 

Anandpur Sahib. 

2. Illumination   at   Gurudwara   Teg 

Bahadur, Anandpur Sahib. 

3. Illumination   at   Gurudwara   Mai Jito 

Ji, Anandpur Sahib. 

4. Illumination   at   Gurudwara   Kila 

Anandgarh Sahib. 

5. Illumination   at   Gurudwara   Kesh 

Garh Sahib, Anandpur Sahib. 

6.    Tourist      Reception      Centre      at 

Anandpur Sahib. 

Sanctions of these projects have been 

issued and first instalment has also been 

released to the State Government. 

Importance of Domestic Tourism 

2780 SHRI ANANTA SETHI: Will 

the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the domestic 

tourism has not been given the importance 

and attention it deserves; 

(b) if so, the steps taken to develop the 

infrastructure for the promotion of domestic 

tourism; and 

(c) the details of the scheme prepared for 

the purpose for Ninth Plan State-wise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI OMAK 

APANG) (a) No, Sir. 

(b) and (c) Promotion of domestic tourism 

is primarily the responsibility of the State 

Governments. The Ministry of Tourism, 

Government of India has been providing 

financial assistance to the State Governments 

for the creation of facilities for domestic 

tourism such as construction of tourist 

complexes, way-side amenities and 

cafeterias; purchase of adventure sports 

equipments; flood-lighting and refurbishment 

and landscaping of monuments and heritage 

properties, setting up Sound & Light shows, 

construction of yatriniwas, yatrikas; 

promotion of handicrafts and folk culture, 

craft melas, important festivals and fairs. 

Publicity brochures on various tourist 

destinations have been brought out for the 

information of tourists. These schemes are 

included in the Ninth Plan budget of the 

Ministry. 

Weaning  Away  of Tourists  from  South 

East Asian Countries 

2781 SHRI PRAFULL GORADIA: 

Will the Minister of TOURISM be 

pleased to state: 


