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Industrial development of North East 

52. SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: Will the 
Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased to 
state: 

(a) what are the details of steps taken/ 
contemplated by Government to accelerate 
the pace of industrial development in the 
N.E. region in general and Assam in 
particular; and 

(b) what has been/is the likely impact of 
each of these steps? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT): (a) To 
tackle the problem of industrial 
backwardness of NE region and attracting 
investment for setting up industrial units in 
the North East, a new industrial policy for 
the North Eastern Region was announced 
by the Government on December, 1997. 

(b) With a view to promoting 
industrialisation, Nine Growth Centres are 
to be set up in the NE states including 3 for 
the state of Assam. Subsidy is provided 
under the transport subsidy scheme to 
reduce the extra transport cost and promote 
industrialisation of hilly, remote and 
inaccessible areas like North Eastern States. 
The Integrated Infrastructure Development 
(IID) scheme for setting up infrastructural 
facilities in backward/rural areas of the 
country also includes North Eastern Region. 
Since inception of the Scheme till 31.3.98, 
transport subsidy amounting to Rs. 360 
crore has been released to various States/ 
UTs out of which Rs. 229 crore have been 
released for the North-Eastern Region 
which constitute 63% of the total releases 
under the scheme. The financing pattern in 
respect of IID centres in the North East is in 
the ratio of 4:1 between Government of 
India Grant and 


