23 Farewell to

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now the question
is:

“That an Address be presented to
the President in the following terms:

That the members of the Rajya
Sabha Assembled in this Session
are deeply grateful to the President
for the Address which he has been
pleased to deliver to both the
Houses of Parliament assembled to-
gether on March 25, 1998.”

The motion was adopted.

FAREWELL TO RETIRING MEMBERS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now we are
moving to next item. We are going to say
a sad farewell to some of our hon.
Members.

AN HON. MEMBER: Why sad, Sir?
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: They are leaving
us. ...(Interruptions}... Hon. Members,
today, we bid farewell to some of our
fellow Members who will be retiring this
year on completion of their term. Some
of the Members will be completing their
term in April while others will complete
their term in June-July. We have been
customarily holding farewells in the
current Session as some of our colleagues
may not be there by the next Session.
Happily some of the Members were
elected to the Lok Sabha; some are likely
to be returned to Rajya Sabha. Those
who do not come back this time will
certainly be missed. Our best wishes are
with them for success in the future.

Rajya Sabha is also known as the
Upper House. Rajya Sabha represents
continuity and indissoluble existence.
Many other democracies share the system
of bicameral legislatures in which the
Council of States contributes reflection
while the People’s House represents the
varying moods and opinions of the
people. Therefore, the function of this
House is to provide sage advice and
sometimes ask the Lower House to pause
and reflect. Though there are suggestions
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{0 abalish the hereditary Upper House in
Britain, most established democracies like
Canada, Australia, France, Germany,
Italy and the Russian Federation have
found it necessary to have an Upper
House which provides necessary sage
counsel.

The Rajya Sabha has its own special
ambience.  There is  camaraderie,
tolerance, grace, acceptance and an easy
affability among Members on both sides
of the divide. The debates are instructive
and substantive, the interventions precise
and purposeful, though Mr. Ahluwalia is
talking now. He is intervening. Mr.
Ahluwalia, can I not speak? Why are the
three of you speaking when 1 am
speaking? T thought that the debates are
instructive and substantive. But, you are
speaking among yourselves.
...(Interruptions)... The strengths of our
parliamentary democracy are in full
display in these hallowed precincts.

Together we have witnessed the
varying moods in the House. Reason and
emotion; grief and joy, grand rhetoric
and precise submissions, sublime prose
and  casual speech, humour and
seriougpess, anger and mirth, sober
deliberations and ruckus interruptions-
almost the entire range of human
emotions are displayed on the floor of
this House.

Your memebrship of the House invests
you with an enviable ability to influence
the legislative output. Your labours,
when translated into laws, have impacted
the lives of millions of people. I am sure
that now when you leave the House, it
shall be with a sense of fulfilment at
having played a part in the grand process
of building our nation.

1 take this opporiunity to place on
record my appreciation of the valuable
contribution to the nation that you have
made as Members of the Rajya Sabha.
The proceedings of the Rajya Sabha have
undoubtedly been enriched. by your
valuable contribution. :
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I am certain that our relationship shall
continue, even though we may not share
your presence in the House. You will, no
douht, continue to serve the nation with
the same vigour and earnestness in the
months and years ahead as you have
ajways done. On behalf of this august
House, T wish the retiring Members all
the best. Thank you.

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH (Assam):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to associate
myself with the sentiments that you have
just so eloquently expressed. The Rajya
Sabha, in our Constitutional scheme of
things, has a unique role to play. It is the
embodiment of change with continuity.
The hon. Members of the Rajya Sabha

bring to this House an approach which :

combines  knowledge, wisdom and
experience which Has to be applied in a
studied manner to the problems that our
nation is facing.

On ap occasion like this, T would like
1o express to all the hon. Members who
would be leaving us shortly, my sincere
appretiation of the contribution that they
have made. Their knowledge, wisdom
and experience has enriched our debates.
1 am relatively a new Member to this
House and in these seven years, ] have
leardt a great deal from many of the
distinguished Members who would be
leaving us shortly. But in politics, as has
often been said, it is very difficuit to
distinguish sometimes the beginning from
the end. | sincerely hope that some of
those of our distinguished colleagues who
are leaving us, will come back, and
others would find fruitful occasions to
serve our country even outside the area
of politics. With these words, 1 once
again  express all the distinguished
members my greetings and good wishes
for their continued good health,
prosperity and continyed commitment to
the service of our people.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN (Kerala):

Sir, this is an occasion when many of our
friends are retiring and are going out for
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better vocations in the world outside than
in. our House. T wish them all a
prosperous  life  outside and their
contribution will be continued. At the
same time, personally, 1 feel the hons
members who have contributed
tremendously for the work in the House,
their  r-:mories cannot easily be
forgotier. Many of them, to my mind,
have contributed immensely to the
national policy framing which has been
done by our House. Especially, our
Deputy Chairperson who was here cannot
be forgotten. She has guided this House
and guided many of us to follow correct
pracedure. At times, we tend to feel hurt
by her intervention just like a teacher.
Sometimes, we, senior Members, may
not like it.

|

But, it was all with the good
intention to see that this House
functions properly.

Then, you know, Shri Ahluwaliaji
is a man who is making his presence
felt everyday on every issue, whether
it is right or wrong. He has always
been here and making his presence
felt to all Members. That was his
quality. Now, he is going out of this
House. We will all miss him.

The other ‘name I would like to
mention is Shri Swaminathan. He is a
special type of Member in this
House. He can talk on any subject
without resemblence or any kind of
feeling. He made us laugh. He made
us think. He put forth his ideas from
which you and I should learn. This
kind of an orator is going out of this
House.

One more member I would like to
name here is Mr. Baby. He is a
baby, and an old baby, an older baby
in politics than many of us.

Then, there are many other good
Members also. [ do not want to
mention all of them. Many of them
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are good lawyers They made good
argumcnts

“ " All these members are gomg out of

this” House. 1 wish more* versatile
‘Members, than those who"are going
‘out, would come. Thus, our House
will be renewed and strengthened.

Once again I wish them success
:Thank you, very much.
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SHRI M.A. BABY (Kerala): We
agree.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There will bz no
lunch-break ioday.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN (Tamii
Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, when I came
to the House today morning, one of the
senior Members of this House met me in
the Lobby. He said, “Swaminathan, to-
day is the day of farewell, of giving good
wishes to many parting Members, 1 have
been hearing your farewell addresses.
You have been making very humorous
speeches on those occasions. I hope to-
day the hon. Chairman will give you
some time to speak. I expect a witty
speech from you like the one you deli-
vered last time,” 1 did not know what to
say to the hon. Membes. Byt the only
thing 1 told him was: “This cccasion is
different from the carlier occasions be-
cause on those occasions when I was
humorous, others were retiring, but this
time [ am also retiring.”

So, I do not know how witty 1 will be
today.

Sir, there are 69 Members, who are
retiring. Out of them five have already
been elected to Lok Sabha. They are:
Shri S. Jaipal Reddy, Shri I.K. Gujral,
Shri Ajit Jogi, Shri Jagannath Singh and
Shri Sushil Kumar Shindz. I extend good
wishes to ali these retiring Members.
None of the other 64 Members have been
elected to the Rajya Sabha.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
{Karnataka): Mr. Bommai is here.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN: Yes, Mr.
Bommai has been elected. Sir. it may be
either because their party did not have
enough numbers with them to elect them,
or it may be that they did not get an
opportunity 1o be clected by the Party.

Sir, 1 had developed a very close rela-
tionship during the last few years with
many of the retiring Members of this
House. I don’t want to go at length,
because, if 1 start enumerating their
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names, it will be very difficult. But, 1
would only wish to say about some of the
Members, who have made a mark in this
House. As it has already been said, I
cannot conceive of this House without
our Deputy Chairman presiding over and
Ahluwalia Ji becoming very turbulent in
the House,

Sir, coming to Ahluwalia Ji, on one
occasion 1 was very much depressed.
That occasion happened (0 be a defeat of
my party. It had almost been routed in

Tamii Nadu last time. This was a com-
mon thing to share, because we were in

alliance together. As we were routed, his
party was also badly defeated. When I
was sitting dejected, Ahluwalia Ji, who
happens to be a close friend of mine,
besides being a political colleauge, came
and told me not to get dejected. When I
asked him why he said so, his reply was
that some astrologers had come to him
and told him that as it had happened with
Mrs. Gandhi, my leader was also going to
become very successful. He added that he
was very sure about it, because he be-
lieved in those astrologers. we went to-
gether to an extent and I told him that I
was very happy to hear that. When such
an occasion comes, 1 will be very happy
that both of us can share the occasion, as
he was very sure that his astrologers
wouid be right. Sir, it so happened that
his astrologers have proved right. Recent-
ly our leader, Dr. Jayalalita, has secured
a redounding victory ir Tamil Nadu and
she has come back. My only difficulty
now is that I cannot share my joy with
him, because he is now on the other side.
We have won the election and they got
defeated in the election. But, anyhow I
am thankful to Shri Ahluwalia for the
prediction he made.

Next to him is a good friend of mine
and also my colleague, Mrs. margaret
Alva. Sir, I still remember an anecdote. I
will never forge:¢ it in my life. It was
during Narasimha Rao Ji's period as
Prime Minister. I was sitting here. Later,
1 went to her and told her that I did not
find her the kind of ebullient self. I told
her that 1 wanted to ask her a question.
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At that time she was made a Minister of
State. I toid her that i bsd noted her
performance. She had been a very cap-
able person as a spcaker as well as an
administrator. Why is it that when you
have been in the House for a very long
time, for 16 to 18 years, you are not
given a Cabinet post? You are always
given a post of Minister of State. At that
time she wag busy. After completing that
work she told me that he wanted to
confide something with me. Her reply
was that the hon. Prime Minister, Shri
P.V. Narasimha Rao, Considered her too
young to get a Cabinet post. 1 asked her
another question. At the time when Rajiv
Gandhi was the Prime Minister, I was
very sure of her becoming a Minister, but
she did not become a Cabinet Minister at
that time also. She said “Swaminathan. 1
again want to confide with you that at the
time Rajiv Gandhi was there, he thought
that T was too old to be a Cabinet
Minister”. Sir, my point is that she is
always seen at the wrong age. Even
today, at the time of her retirement, she
is again on the wrong age, because she
has not yet crossed 60 and there aure
many people it the Rajya Sabha, who are
over 60 years or 70 yzars. 1 am sorry, she
is again at the wrong age of retirement
from this House. 1 wish her all the best.

Sir, during the period I had been here,
I have seen seven hon. Prime Minister in
these 12 years.

Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Shri V.P. Singh,
Shri Chandrashekhar, Shri Narasimha
Rao, Shri Deve Gowda, Shri Gujral and
Shri Vajpayeeji.

Sir, two days ago when the Honourable
President gave a party in the honour of
Governor General of Canada I had also
an honour of getting an invitation from
the President. There I found our former
prime Minister, Shri Gujralji standing
near me. I found him cheerful, very
happy and very relaxed. Then, I asked
him, “You have lost your Prime Minister-
ship, how is that you are so relaxed and
50 happy?” He recited a couplet in Urdu
for about a minute. Unfortunately, even
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after being here for 12 years, I do not
know neither Hindi nor Urdu. Then, 1
told him, "I can’t understand what you
are saying.” Then, he translated that
Urdu couplet to English. He said, “There
was a monk, who was counting the beads
of a mala. After sometime the beads of
mala broke. Then, the beads got dis-
persed.” Then, the monk said, ‘Oh! God,
I am very happy now the beads are
broken, I need not recite the name of
Ram Naam.” Mr. Gujralji said, “I am as
happy as the monk after demiting the
office of the Prime Minster.” That is
what he told me.

As the House knows, as a customary
the Chairman always used to give a party
to the Members in every session. At one
of the parties, the then Prime Minister,
Shri Narasimha Rao ji was also present.
As the Leader of my Party 1 was also
invited and party leaders were also
invited. For about 10 or 15 minutes there
were a lot of jokes. The Prime Minister
and other Members were relating
incidents to each other. At that time,
Shri Narasimha Rao told me an incident
regarding an election. He said, “When I
was the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh, a close friend of mine came to
me and asked me to give the party ticket
from a particular constituency.” He told
the aspiring candidate, “How can I give a
party ticket from that particular
constituency when an important sitting
M.P. is already there. Mr. Narasimha
Rao liked the new aspiring candidate.
But the problem was there was a person
who had already won four times from
that- constituency. He was very popular.
He was very well known in that
constituency. The asipiring candidate was
an unknown person. Mr. Narasimha Rao
told the candidate that he would give the
party ticket to him to contest from some
other constituency. But the candidate
told Mr. Narasimha Rao, “No, Sir, I
want only from this constituency.” With
great regret he gave the party ticket to
that candidate to contest from the
constituency which he wanted. They were
very sure that he would be defeate.
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Surprisingly what happened was the old
candidate got defeated and the new
candidate got elected. Then, I asked Mr.
Narasimha Raoji, *How has it
happened?” He told me, “The old
candidate has been there since four
terms. He was well known, but he was
Jhatec in that constituency. I put up
another candidate and he got elected.”
This was the ancedote he explained to us.

During my period of 12 years, 1
-happened to move and see four
Chairmen. They were Mr. Verkatraman,
Mr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, Mr. K.R.
Narayanan and now yourself. In all these
ycars every Chairman had contributed
and gave us a lot of knowledge and
information. Mr. Venkatraman was a
person who  was  very firm in  his
decisions. Mr. Shankar Dayal Sharma
was a humanist. He followed one thing
even after he became the President. That
was hosting of a breakfast. When he was
the Chairman he always used to invite
Members and especially leaders of
political parties for a breakfast in his
hause during every session. At one of the
sessions, we told him, “We regret to
know that you are going as the
President.™ he asked us, “Why?” We told
him, “We may not be able to have a
breakfast with you in your house.” He
said, “Don’t worry. Even after becoming
the President, I will give you a
breakfast.” We had the honour of having
a breakfast with him even after he
became the President Many Members
remember that he used to invite us with
affection. We had a very happy occasion
to move with him Qur present President
is highly diplomatic. He never offended
anybody. you are also a firm, principled
person with good nature. But I would
like to say only one thing here. Before
you, all the three Chairman of this House
got clevated to the Presidents. As a
retiring Member of this House, I wish
you all the best and hope that one day
you will become President of this
country. Sir, in concluding, I only wish to
say that during the 12 years in the Rajya
Sabha, there had been acrimonious
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debates, but we have been moving as
friends. As the Chairman of the
Committee on Papers laid on the Table,
nominated by the previous Chairman, I
had many occasions to go through many
organisations and also gained a lot of
experience. During my period, I had
opportunities 1o visit many countries
abroad and many places in India. T had
an opportunity to look at Tamil Nadu
from here. I was @ Member of the Lower
House there for a period of 18 years. 1
had always looked at Delhi from Tamil
Nadu. As a Member of this House, T had
an opportunity to look at Tamil Nadu
from Delhi. In this connection, I wish to
thank two persons who had been
responsible for my membership in this
House. One was my late respected leader
MGR who gave me a seat here. I came
here because of him. And then, last time,
our Dr. Jayalalithaji made it possible for
me to come here. My thanks to these two
leaders for having made it possible for
me to be here in this House for a period
of 12 years.

1 have only one last anecdote, Sir. It is
2 very imporiant anecdote. I cannot
forget it. It happened here about two
months ago. Many film stars come to be
Members of this House. One of the film
stars, a lady Member, about two months
ago, came to the Notice office. She is a
very famous film star, very well known,
very respected, a celebrity. She came and
sat before the Notice Officer. Whenever
we have a problem, we go and ask him.
When she came there, 1 was also sitting
in a bench side by. Another senior
Member was also sitting there. She said
to the Notice Officer, “I want to know
something about filing a question. They
say that there are some Starred Questions
and some Unstarred Questions. Can you
tell me what is a Starred Question and
what is an Unstarred Question?” The
Officer was so happy that such a celebrity
came and asked him. He started
narrating Chapter VII of our rule book to
her. He told her many things for 10-15
minutes. After those 15 minutes, I found
a lot of concentration on her face. When
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she got up, the senior Member of our ]

House went to her and said, “I have been
listening to you. You have been trying to
know what a Starred Question is; what
an Unstarred Question is. I want 0 put it
to you simply. Our Officer has elaborated
it too much to you.” Then she eagerly
‘asked, “What is the difference?”. The
senior Member said, “A Starred Question
is one filed by a film star who is a
celebrity like you. An Unstarred
Question is something filed by ordinary
persons like me. That is the only
difference.”

Hon. Chairman, I thank you very
much for giving me this opportunity.

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN (Kerala):
Hon. Chairman, Sir, I appreciate the
sentiments expresscd by you when you
made the Farewell Address. I have only a
very limited experience in this House. I
have not even compicted one year. But 1
had encugh of opportunities to
understand the capabilities and
contributions of the various Members
who are retiring today. Always, parting is
a sad affair. But we cannot prevent it due
to several reasons. Almost ali of the €9
persons who  are  retiring  have
contributed, in diferent ways, for the
better functioning of this House. They
have contributed to the enrichment of the
debates that have taken place in this
House. I would not mention about each
particular individual. But on the whole,
they have rendered a good service. Now
they are parting with us. Some of them
may. return back to this House. And the
others, even though they are retiring
from this House, may be engaging
themselves in various fields serving the
nation according to their own capacities.
1 think enough of opportunities are there
for them to serve the nation according to
their capacities. Some of them may again
return back.

Anyhow, I would like to express my
thanks to all those friends who have been
with us here in this House, and 1 wish
shem health, a better future and
prosperity. With these words, I conclude.
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SHRI JAYANT KUMAR
MALHOUTRA (Uttar Pradesh): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, on behalf of the United
Parliamentary Group and myself, I wish
to associate myself with the Resolution of
good wishes, proposed by yourself. As
Manmohan Singh Ji said, Members who
come here get elected because of their
wisdom, their knowledge and their
experience. I have been here uniy for 3%
years. But what is great about this House
is that when they go back to their
constituencies or their cities or their
States, they go back with enhanced
experience and knowledge. I am
confident that in this great task of nation
building, they will continue as leaders in
their fields of excellence, I look at this
occasion not as a sad one but as one
which gives us, those who still remain in
this House, an apportunity to continue
our relationships with these hon.
Members who are going back to their
States and continue interacting with them
in the larger task of nation building. This
1 consider to be a gain and an
opportunity for all of us. Sir, I do not
want to make a big specech on this
occasion. But I would, in a lighter vein,
share a small experience I had. This is
the House of Elders but we have some
very, very young Members and it
reminded me of a time when I came back
from the United States of America in
1961 and went to Bombay to settle down
there. | was 21 years old and at that
time, it was very fashionable to have
aliquor permit. I was a teetotaller and the
fact is that at the age of 21 years, I was
given a liquor permit on the ground of
old age and a weak heart. These
aberrations take place and we gain {rom
them.

Once again, on behalf of my Group
and myself, I wish well each on of the 69
Members who are retiring. Some of them
have come back to the Lower House.
Mr, Bommai has come back here and I
hope more wili come back to one of the
two Houses. But even otherwise, the
relationship that we have built up here,
will continue, and all of us will continue
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to contribute in our respective fields
towards the nation building activities and
1 am sure, each one of us will continue to
associate ourselves in the nohle task of
pation building and tawards making lndia
great and lead in the next century.
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise as a retiring
Member to say a few words before I
finally say I am out. I came to this House
in 1974. 1 have been continuocusly here
for 24 years. I have seen eight Prime
Ministers come and go. I have been in
the back benches, in the Opposition and
in Government and 1 have shared many
experiences in this House. In fact, Indira-
ji was once asked why she wa¥ bringing
young women to the Upper House in
such large numbers. She laughed and
said, I am sending young men to the
Lower House and bringing young women
to the Upper House to keep both of
them safe”. I think from those days we
have literally grown old in this House.
We have seen conventions made. We
have seen Members come and go. We
wished them good-bye and today I am
wishing good-bye-myself. 1 go with very
many memories. But there is one thing
one must admit that many of us, lady
Members, in the House feel that gradual-
ly our numbers are getting reduced and
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the mere vocal ones in the parties get
eased out more easily. There is one thing
which I want to say this morning without
being too personal that ever since the
Rajya Sabha was constituted in 1952
there has been one Alva continuously
present in this House without a break.
My mother-in-law, who came to this

Hosue in 1952, was the first Deputy =

Chairman here. She died in 1969 while
she was still a Member of the House. My
father-in-law was here from 1967 to 1974
when I came in and from 1974 to 1998 1
have been here. Till date we have been
the longest serving family in the Rajya
Sabha. On the first day when I came to
this House, Bhueshda, who used to sit
here, interrupted the proceedings and
said, “] would be failing in my duty if I
don’t stand up and welcome the daugh-
ter-in-law of this House”. It was he who
welcomed me on the first day when I had
been here. He was a guide and a mentor
to me in many ways though we belonged
to different parties. He would often cal
and tell me what issues to raise and 1
must say that he groomed me in a big
way telling me not to raise issues which I
should not. I think I should always re-
member the early guidance which he gave
me.

Sir, 1 don’t want to say more. I can
only say that I am grateful to the oppor-
tunity that 1 have had of serving this
country through this House. As has been
stated earlier, we don’t finish our political
work simply because we are out of the
Rajya Sabha. I know that there will be
many opportunities for us to meet. As far
as | am concerned, my work, my commit-
ment and my years of service in Delhi
have equipped me better to go back to
the State where 1 belong and to continue
my work with the people. Thank you,
Sir.

SHRI S§. MUTHU MANI (Tamil

‘Nadu): Thank you, Mr, Chairman, Sir,

tor giving me this opportunity. I have not
expected that I may be called so soon to
shafe my feelings with the Members of
this House. Anyway, with your permis-
sion I want to say a few words in my
mother tongue.
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Since 1 have not spoken in my mother
tongue so far, it is my bounden duty to
convey my feeling in my mother tongue...

AN HON. MEMBER: Sir, is the trans-
lation facility there?

MR. CHAIRMAN: A Member, want-
ing to speak in his mother tongue, is
expected to give proper notice. He has
not informed that he is going to speak in
Tamil. That is why the interpretation
facility has not been made available
...{Interruption) 1t is good if the interpre-
tation is being made. The Member raised
it and that is why I explained it to him.

*SHR! S. MUTHU MANI: Hon'ble
Chairman, Sir, hon'ble feaders of political
parties and hon'ble Members of Rajya
Sabha, first of all, 1 express my deep
sense of regards to you all. Today is the
day of falicitations to the hon’ble Mem-

-

bers who are retiring. After the leader of

our party, AIADMK, Mr. G.
Swaminathan had spoken on this, 1 never

thought that I would be called to speak. :

Anyway, I feel fortuned that ] have been
called.

Sir, when entered this House six years
ago, I had certain strong feelings which 1
could not ventilate so far. Now that I am
given this chance, 1 am happy to share
these feelings with you, at this time when
my term in the House is coming to an
end. Sir, India is multi-cultural and multi-
lingual. India is a federation of states that
were organised on the basis of language.
India has grown to be a strong nation in
the international arena. If India has to
remain strong, being able to face the
challenges of super powers, the states
have to be strong. And this is possible
only if the regional aspirations are fulfil-
led and the regional languages are given
status.

Sir, I wish to high light just one point
in order to bring to the notice of the
hon’ble Members who are assembled
here. The Constitution of India does not
say that only those who know English or
Hindi should contest election to enter the

. *English translation
delivered in Tamil.

of original specch

[2 APRIL 1998}

Retiring Members 46

Pariiament. Even the Election Commis-
sion, a Constitutional body, does not
prescribe such qualifications for contest-
ing elections. People, who are experts in
different fields have become Members of
Parliament. Very knowledgeable people
had been here. But just because they
were not able to adequately express
themselves in English or Hindi, they
could not express their fecling, they could
not share their thoughts and knowledge
with others. What a big loss to themsel-
ves, 1o the House and to the nation! Only
a day when the hon'ble Members are
allowed to speak in their mother-tongues
freely, as it is allowed in case of English
and Hindi, we can say all the citizens are
treated ecqually in accordance with the
Constitution,

Sir, on the eighth day after becoming a
Member of this august House, I had
written to the then hon’ble Chairman and
also the Secretary-General where in 1 had
expressed the same feelings and
demanded for providing such facilities.
Even now 1 am appealing to you all for
the same. In this House, we have hon’ble
Members whose mother-tongue is cigher
Punjabi or Bengali or Malayalam or
Kannada or Tamil or any other Indian
Language. But they are not able to
express freely in their mother-tongues.
Because of this lack of facility here, the
hon’ble Members have to bear the brunt
in their hone states where people, the
electorate, blame shem for not
articulating their voice in Parliament.
This august house should brood over,
whether it is right that the hon’ble
Members are mistaken by the people of
being inefficient just because, they are
not allowed to speak in their mother-
tongues. This House has to find an
answer for that.

Sir, it is unfortunate that we do not
have even the minimum facility to get
letters etc. typed in Tamil or other Indian
languages like Telugu, Malayalam and
Urdu in Parliament. We can get matters
typed only in English and Hindi in the
Stenographers’ Pool of the Secretariat.
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After voicing the concern of our people
on the floor of the House, we are not
able to get it typed in our mother-tongue
to send it to our peopie. This is the state
of affairs after 50 years of independence.
Now we are celebrating the golden
jubilee of our independence. At least
now we should sit up and think. These
inadequacies should be removed sooncr
than later.

Sir, our leader Mr. G. Swaminathan
had already referred to the path of
Thanthai Periyar and Dr. Anna, who had
been the quiding spirit. It is the Isader of
AJADMK, saviour of social justice,
warrior of Tamil cause and the only
follower of the noble ideals propounded
by Dr. M.G.R, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi
who has installed a stable Government of
the centre because of her angural insight.
But for the benevolence of Dr. Puratchi
Thalaivi, a commoner like me hailing
from 3 backward community would nrot
have had the fortune to be in this Jouse
of elders. At this moment, 1 express my
profound sense of gratitude to my leaders
Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi who has made me
what I am today.

Mr. Chairmgn, Sir, at this point of
time, 1 cannot resist my mind from
travelling down the memory lane. 1 think
of the generosity showered on me by our
former Chairman who is now the hon’ble
President of our Republic. I think of the
elderly advice that ofiten came from our
Deputy Chairman, Dr. Najma Heptullah.
She used to caution us to exercise
restraint as generally there used to be
furore on issues concerning Tamil Nadu.
I always took her advice in the right
spirit. I must make a special mention of
the Jeader of AIADMK, Mr. G.
Swaminathan. His generousity has been
such that, even if he had decided to
speak on a subject he would readily give
the chance to us if we express our desire
to speak. Even if we did not have
adequate understanding of the subject, he
would brief us, guide us and give us
chance to speak, with the heart of an
elder in order to groom wus. 1 am
beholder to him for this kindness and
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generosity.  There are many hon'ble
Members  like Mr.  Ahluwalia, Mirs.
Margaret Alva and M. Baby who have
been kind and friendly towards me. I am
thankful to all of them.

Sir, before I conclude, I wish to say
one thing more. As referred to by our
feader, many of those who presided over
this House rose to become the President
of our country. I am hopeful, your
goadsell will one day rise to occupy that
high office.

Sir, just a few words on language. I
appeal to the hon’ole Members from the
norih, not to think that we are inimical to
their language. You love your language,
we appreciate it. But please let us love
our motier-tongue. Let every one Jove
his mother-tongue.

This retirement is not an end of
poltical career. We cee the very chance to
carry out the wishes of our leader, Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi, as the noblest work
and we are immensely happy with it
Wherever we meet, we shall meet as
friends, just as we are today. 1 am
optimistic of returning to this House yet
again. Thank you very much.
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SHRI M.A. BABY: Thank you, very
much, Sir, for having permitted me to say
a few words. I am fortunate that you,
yourself arc presiding over now. Perhaps,
you would be the only Chairman who
had the privilege of being a Member of
this House some time ago. While think-
ing of this moment of participating in the
farewell function, even though ali of us
have our own doubts as to how many of
us have fared well when we bid a farewell
to this august House, each one of us have
our own feelings.

1 would like to take this opportunity
only to recall what a great House we
have, in our own way, humble way,
inadequate way, to try to serve. I tried to
find out who all great minds served this
august house;, the author of our Constitu-
tion, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, had the
privilege of serving our House. Since
then, there were great sons and daughters
of our country. Very recently we had
Pandit Ravi Shankar as one of the Nomi-
nated Memebrs; we have had the great
Dr. Salim Ali; Sardar K.M. Panickar was
a Member of this Hosue; Shri L.K. Jha
was a Member of ocur House; Shri M.F.
Hussain was a Member of our House;
Shri  Malcom Adiscshaiah and Abu
Abraham were Members of this House.
Great novelists R.K. Narayan and G.
Sankarakurup, who is the recipient of the
first Gianapith Award and a great poet
from Kerala, Dr. B.V. Karanth, Amrita
Pritam, Harivansh Rai Bachchan, Prof.
M.G.K. Menon, Prof. N.G. Ranga, Shri
V.K. Krishna Menon, Shri C.K. Govin-
dan Naii, who is a great freedom-fighter
and political leader from the State of
Kerala, C.N. Annadurai, Shri N.
Gopalaswamy Iyengar, who served as the
Prime Minister of J&K over a period of
time -and Shri M.C. Chagla, all belonged
to our Houyse.

It is also interesting to note that this
House had the privilege of having three
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Prime Ministers and also there were three
cases of thrce eminent political leaders,
after having defected from this House,
becoming Prime Ministers. They are Shri
Chandrashekhar, Shri V.P. Singh and
Shri Vajpayce.

It is also interesting to note that all
three great leaders who became Prime
Ministers trom this House, immediately
deserted us and went over to the other
House. They were Smi. Indira Gandhi,
Shri Deve Gowda and Shri Gujralji.

This House has its own uniqueness.
Though this House is a permanent one,
there is clection once every two years
while the Lok Sabha has election normaly
only once in five years. But, it appears,
the Lok Sabha is competing to have
elections more freequently than the Rajya
Sabha. I do not know as to how things
would develop in the coming times.

Another important character of this
House, apart from this being a perma-
nent House, is, this House has a morc
propertional representation and reflection
of the political scenario in our country.
This I consider to be a very important
point because our Constitution provides
for two different types of elections to two
different Chambers of Indian Parliament.
To Rajya Sabha, elections are held on
the basis of proportional representation. I
feel, therefore, this House reflects the
Indian political reality in a more true and
representative manner than the other
House. I do not want to go into the
details of that. But, Sir, I would like to
take this opportunity to share my views,
especially, in view of the complex
political situation developed in our coun-
try. Elections since 1989 failed to give a
clear majority to any combination. So,
now, we have come to reconcile ourselves
with a situation where pre-election or
post-clection arrangements and under-
standings are to be arrived at for the
governance of the country. In this con-
text, I feel, we should seriously think
about certain electoral reforms keeping in
view that proportional representation in
elections would give a more correct and
true representative character to even the
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Lok Sabha. This matter we should discuss
in a larger political context. I do not want
to take much of the time because we are
forcgoing the lunch hour. I would only
like to mention one particular aspect—my
own experience in functioning of this
august House. The Indian Parliamentary
democracy provides tremendous pos-
sibilities. This is what I have come to
understand with my own experience.
This, 1 would say, wds notwithstanding
my firm belief that this parliamentary
" democratic system has heavy restrictions
and inadequacies. There are heavy re-
strictions and inadequacies in the system.
At the same time, there are remarkable
possibilities and options available for our
functioning.

1 wouid conclude by saying that the
other day our Committee on Subordinate
Legislation has submitted a report on
gender discrimination in legislative draft-
ing. Our Commitice could come to a
common undersianding that the general
disparities that exist in tegislative drafting
should be removed. When we examined
this, we realised that even in our Con-
stitution which the founding-fathers of
our nation framed 48 years ago, there are
deflections of gender disparities. 1 wish
that the new Government would give a
serious thought and take notice of the
report that we had submitted and would
bring in subsequent changes in the legis-
lative drafting as well as in the Constitu-
“tion.

Finally, before I conclude. I shase the
sentiments expressed by my colleagues.
We are extremely thankful for the kind
sentiments you have expressed. I also
thank you. Sir, I also thank your pre-
decessors, Shri K.R. Narayanan, Shri
Shankar Dayal Sharma and Shri R.
Venkataraman. [ also thank, Madam Naj-
ma Heptulla, who had the longest stint as
Deputy Chairperson. I also remember
her predecessors, Shri M.M. Jacob and
Smt. Pratibha Patil who also served as
Deputy Chainnan and Deputy Chairper-
son respectively. I aiso thank the Secret-
ary General, the Secretariat and their
predecessors, the journalists, who in a
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mixed way appreciating and ignoring our
observations helplessly carried on with
our activities in this House. I conclude
with sincere thanks. Thank you very
much.
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@ ? 5 D Sadin Wi fe o o @
} o e R o A R ¥ DR D
frd ¥ o R g R TE TRIW T
M ok T weRw T oW 3 W
g, we 3% ¥, Fa fren, wRe-w ¥
T fireh A R arag e fre, R et
fagra # Tiw €M sk o W @ A
A F | AR WP AW BO, 7@
f W FEm w0 9 ade @ R
® FEE N ate ¥ W Y, v w9 ale
#71 } ¥ o awh-omh @dm W W
FAR- A F7 W EW W T Y g

Rrgmr g, |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.

M.P. Abdussamad Samadani. Are you
retiring?
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SHRI M.FP. ABDUSSAMAD
SAMADANI (Kerala): No, Madam. I
am not retiring. 1 am only joining.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1
thought that only those Members who are
retiring are speaking.

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD
SAMADANI: On behalf of my party, I
join, on this auspicious occasion, to bid
farewell to the retiring Members.

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair)

Sir. to us this august House was a great
gablet of democracy and from this goblet
we used 10 drink deeply. Many of the
Members,  especially  the  retiring
Members, the sewior Members were
fricnds, guides and philosophers to us. we
will definitely feel their absence after
their parting from this august House.
Sometimes we feel their separation. The
Rajya Sabha has l?een a meeting and
parting place of the representatives of
Indian society. This occasion reminds us
of the great saying of Rabindranath
Tagore, *“Life is full of numberless
meetings and partings.” Those who came
to the Rajya Sabha, they met each other
and they are now parting with each
other. In future, over a period of time,
many of us would remember this good
moment that we have spent with the
retiring Members. I would like to quote
from the sayings of a poet:

T W W F A,
1 T8 am

T I 4 e R

After this parting that will be the
condition of many of us. In their absence
this is F%a this is A as we say in
Hindustaniyat. That is a very important
subject in literature. That has been a very
important fact of human life. I think we
will feel the absence of many of our very

true friends and brothers whose
narrations, whose opinions, whose
expressions, whose self-expressions

contributed to the richness of this august
House. However, we wish them once
more good luck 1o return to this House
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would enrich our lives, our attitudes and
our thoughts. I would like to quote again:

‘g #owd TS W,
w Ta geek w4

so. after their separation we again wish

them to return to this House. We
consider this august House as a great
place where we drink deeply from the
goblet of democracy. You are like a
saathi and Members are like a rindh. We
are all here to drink deeply from this
vividity of Indian culture, richness of
Indian heritage, the diversity of Indian
civilisation. So, sir, I join this august
House to wish all the good to our retiring
Members. 1 conclude my speech by
quoting a couplet from the world-
renowned poet, Alama Mohammed
Igbal:

‘W @ T e AN A W e

qEER @ Em eft of €,

s o amoh

“q MR ¥, W § wm A,

RN WA | o 9 ¥

Sir. 1 wish our retiring Members more
horizons, more horizons of height in front
of them. Thank you.

3 T WA [ (SW RW): Wy e,
¥ orom el § Br T R W W W
e W e e 8 gerd, 1992 W N wR
AR R AW
fafeea e w {1 ¥ Wt ® 9 ween g
@ @ q v oftfae @ R A o oA ¥
Regl 7 frdl weR, Bl w1 fed R o I
o & @ I ¥ fiE dw @ sk wm
g R A @1 A §R aga wer fren ol
FH O R @ fow T W@ W wEE
wew fo & W, for 2e AT o, WS eH
qEE, TH T qeq S, e G HieEd ad
sl v R Y e @ WRRm AR
g W AFAT W IwEE A g IR g 7w
e ad gt gf 5 T @ R A et
ey veE T3 T a-aw e #
qior ¥ ait TR & At & fag ¥ WRRE ok
aks ) w W SR T IwEw g B
fegem #1 4 frgem & I W, frgem
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N o & 39 By = Ry v fFEn
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R S W) W TR T8 A ey
7 =& 7 sy

qEl pE A g W g B W e
HmART R TR EWSF

R @RI A, T T @R WA G

R ¥ Freg iR FQ A, A W TR F
TR EEAME WM E I § I 2
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B € &% N R A T A @R R
ARt A sy o BF R R @
d ¥ s A0 D 3w W A ol
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she conldts in the House and Keeps us
controlled. ¥ & wgl YoqE A oW W A
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¥
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Fol | WA AwEeE |, e S
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g T T R AW wEE T ¥
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5 A e yum 9 % W frags fear
TR AR R w =
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atn @ ok fr R 3w B2 @ ) et
@ TES A IW T, ISR T Y
A foa ¥ W 3 M N Wy T | A
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o R Tl g A A o o
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agEaac 01 ¥feu @ Y W o o B
AN m TR IRl ww
T A A B W | o T o T
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@ H TR T T W U o W W
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e fam v @A A W) gEE 11 R
e o o sk T Wi 1w
ALEIR LR R R RS 8 ]
TR o @ R e W el Ao
FE U, W, W) I I 7w sew H @l
e ane aftfemlz sthad o) 390 =,
“Ashok Senji, she is a lady!” He said,
“Oh! she .runs the House so beautifully
that I forget that she is a ladyl™

& w83 wgm W Y A, W Rl @
@1 & A ®W, “Madam, in the other
House, sometimes I forget and call the
Speaker ‘My Lord'!” Sir, immediately I
said, “I hope, Mr. Sen, you are not going
to call me ‘My Lady'!”

1258 W SM um ¥ W, @ e
firet o ¥ 1wl YW o R S W
W R A W G g @ N e
& f qael @ A afeg, @ 3a & 2 N
any §, FrR STeR ¥R §E W 8, T W
7 9 W, WA S A W W A
A g fR 3 sTr W 4 ek R}
a 99 gm @ D andl wY ahat |
fit W Ia TR TB wEo 1 3w A fim
W F 99 A ¥ 9§ v W B T
fea u @ ol W A uE v €1 39
42 75 A, R o wew W ok wh-adh
&t f wr & wedl W T R W
FA i3 W 4, 3 R W W ®), wes
} g W g | Witz frew woom § O
X %a vz § Frem Ad .} drern | I W@
7, gl @ e f far A 38 TR G W
3@ B | AR W AT W IE WA A
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Hofem & X mi o §) vl e R 2w
i # A ofw T & wr vl } Feee W
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WY L& ol o s
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saw S W MR A W AW R gt
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sie § ag st A ¥, gl oA F AW
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R e Ry I F i waF R
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fafora o o9 3w ¥ o war # wrierd ¥
@ ¥ @ wiEd wg @ § qm 9@ wnherd
0 W T W I R, T
e & ae A, w1 9@ W W aw
Hfeen B s ol @ FO—frk Wil
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g 3R wfee ) swde A A R e 4 A W
qital Jeitl T 3 H— T8 Yo 2Ew
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g8 1 4 | 9 WS F A\ TR R
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DA YR I Y ke ow
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T4 sen 1 a6 w1 A o ofteme %u @ i
¢ m o agn w ofeeng 1 ek
e € TR T g9 o, & wm A W
S o & W ofeensll ) o wea W dw
ah i fa I—fooet o= WRA I I
Frdard 3, o aad #5 ¥ 2, 3w W A
o w@ f5 v O R T @ owm W
3 N A F TR F a2 W A W R
), wfeens A e 23 #, @ dw A
@AY Fm o, g W ¥ B AW I A
T qu I R g N dm § 3 A W
REE w11 Q0 WA, Y3 I § FR @ am 1§
TR mEg W W, AP A weg W Em dW
R 8 Uy @W @ WO W) R Em A
amm ami i fet 43 @ A7 A8 v gam
v 21 i gE @ R T e
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FH F T g e, I 99 qga
ok su am @ @ oy gy e R
FeR = ot N wEAm ey fear) s
e @ ww ww A wg § e wm
wfidi &1 @ e @ e E, A ,
YR A q 9 Y R i amy
Y AN § AR GWEE ) A qg wedm
Fan | 4 eow o= w0 T WA s s
wgdm 8 B A Reoe, O B 9w v
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o el wg T ¥ feay W&t Tew 3 9
oy & 9T A g D SN Y, s
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# o s ) - oww A ww b Am
W w9 9 3, MR IeF 2—4
9 Wz 9F @9 FEE FE A W AW T
P W W oww Al W R wedm @ A
so% form YR § ik orad o we A B
su fo ol 3 R % o ol A
SECEERCCI R L
e Ay o i d T T T weE
f&—this is women's lip and not women's
lib.

st gwmfa: A @ o WeEe W
Ted ¥ B A fawr Al
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g2 s foen | 39 awa @ W AW et
¥ wim o ¥ Y @ @y AW @ gum T a9
¥ Wiy ot T o 98 wwe ¥ sk I of
A 8 sien wi O | AW I w9 @ W
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WA WO R A WR =,
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§) 9T W Al A AR R R e
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st e amEenferan: (RreR) wmfa
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Members agree, after you speak, we will
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The House then #djourned at
fifty-three minutes

Past two of the clock.

The House reassembled at twenty-three
minutes

Past three of the clock, The Deputy
Chairman in the Chair.

SPECIAL MENTIONS

Sale of Labourers From Bihar and U.P.
in Punjab
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